
Junk waste pickup set
 Junk waste will be picked up Thursday, 
June 16, for city of Houston (77089) residents 
living north of Beltway 8. Residents south of 
the beltway are scheduled for Thursday, June 
23. For more information, call 3-1-1.

JROTC car wash June 11
 The Dobie High School Air Force JROTC 
unit will host a car wash on Saturday, June 11, 
at the Food Town located at the intersection of 
Beamer and Scarsdale from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Funds are being raised for Field Day 
scheduled for Aug. 13.

Ladies auxiliary sells BBQ
 Faith Missionary Baptist Ladies Auxiliary 
will hold a barbecue fundraiser Saturday, June 
11, from 10 a.m. to noon. The auxiliary will 
sell sandwich plates for $7. Each plate will 
include a chopped beef sandwich, pickles and 
onions, chips and a drink. Faith Missionary 
Baptist is located at 9850 Mango. For more 
information, call 713-943-2275.

St. Frances bingo night set
 Split the Pot Bingo will be held Sunday, 
June 12, at St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
Church, 10727 Hartsook St. in Houston. Food, 
desserts, snacks and beverages will be avail-
able in Francesca Hall. Food will be served 
from 4 to 8 p.m., and bingo from 5 to 9 p.m. 
For more information, call 713-946-5768.

CDA hosts games, raffle
 On June 22, Catholic Daughters Court 
Mother of Unity #2292 will sponsor a Games 
Party/Luncheon from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at St. Luke’s Catholic Church, 11011 Hall 
Road. No tickets will be sold at the door. 
Tickets are $10 and include games, prizes, a 
homemade lunch, dessert and a drink. A raffle 
with many great prizes will be held that day. 
Proceeds will be used to benefit the commu-
nity, many charities, and college scholarships. 
Call Carol at 281-412-2825 or Gere at 281- 
799-5600 for games party and raffle tickets.

Knights to serve barbecue
 The Knights of Columbus will host the 
annual brisket dinner on Friday, June 24, at St. 
Luke’s Catholic Church from 5 to 8 p.m.  
Dinner, both dine-in and take-out, will consist 
of barbecue brisket and sausage, potato salad, 
baked beans, pickles, onions, bread, and iced 
tea or lemonade. Desserts will be available. The 
$9 plate proceeds will help support the St. Luke 
Knights of Columbus community activities.

Sagemont Civic Club
 The Sagemont Civic Club will meet Monday, 
June 13, at 7 p.m. at Kirkwood South Christian 
Church, 10811 Kirkfair Drive. Members of the 
community are invited. For more information, 
visit www.sagemontcivicclub.org.

AARP meeting set
 The South Belt AARP will meet at 10 a.m. 
Friday, June 10, at El Franco Lee Community 
Center, 9400 Hall Road. The program will 
include patriotic songs. All seniors are invited. 
Lunch will follow the meeting.

Cowgirls to hold car wash
 The Sagemont Cowgirls Drill Team will 
hold a car wash Saturday, June 11, from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Kroger at Beltway 8 and Sabo. A 
$5 donation is being asked, but any amount 
will be accepted. Proceeds will help the team 
throughout the season.

VBS at area churches
Sagemont Church

 Sagemont Church will hold Vacation Bible 
School, Son Surf Beach Bash 2011, from June 
13 to June 16. VBS is for any child entering 
kindergarten through completed sixth grade. 
Pre-register or register online at www.
Sagemont church.org. For more information, 
call the church office at 281-481-8770.

Cokesbury Church
  Registration is under way for Vacation 
Bible School at Cokesbury United Methodist 
Church. VBS will be held Monday through 
Friday, June 13-17, from 6 to 9 p.m. The 
Shake It Up Café welcomes all children be-
tween age 4 to those going into the fifth grade. 
It will include stories, games and music with a 
touch of the culinary. Register online at cum-
chouston.org. For more information, contact 
Alison Meyers at kevali313@sbcglobal.net.

Duff helps SoHo dance team
 The South Houston High dance team, to 
raise money for summer camp, will receive a 
major boost from a face familiar to both 
Trojan alumni and to pop music fans.
 Susan Cobb Duff, a 1971 South Houston 
graduate and mother of entertainment stars 
Hilary and Haylie Duff, will take part in a 
giant garage sale on Saturday, June 18, in the 
front parking lot of the high school. Proceeds 
from the sale will help the school’s Jannette 
dance team attend the Showmakers Dance 
Camp at Blinn College in Brenham. The sale 
will be held from 6 a.m. to noon.
 Duff, herself a former Jannette, has enlisted 
the help of friends in the business community 
to donate hundreds of items for the sale.

City, Pct.1 amnesty ends June 11
 The City of Houston Municipal Courts’ 2011 
Amnesty Program has been extended for an ad-
ditional week and will not end until 11:59 p.m., 
Saturday, June 11. Court offi cials are encourag-
ing anyone who has delinquent court matters to 
take advantage of this additional time to resolve 
them and avoid arrest.
 “We are offering additional time for citizens 
to participate in this cost-saving program so that 
they can have the peace of mind to go about their 
day-to-day affairs without the fear of being ar-
rested,” stated Director and Presiding Judge Bar-
bara E. Hartle. “We are available for anyone who 
has questions; just call us at 3-1-1 if we can be of 
assistance,” said Hartle.
 The amnesty program was announced at a 
news briefi ng Friday, May 20, by representatives 
from the Houston Police Department, Houston 
Municipal Courts and Harris County Precinct 1.
 “Our message is simple,” said HPD Capt. 

Jonathan Zera. “Anyone with overdue citations 
needs to take care of them now, before the am-
nesty period ends. Afterwards, HPD will have 
offi cers serving warrants throughout the city. 
Avoid the potential embarrassment of being ar-
rested in front of co-workers, friends, or family 
and take advantage of this program while it is 
offered,” he added.
 Harris County Justice Courts and Harris 
County Constables will continue their amnesty 
period through Friday, June 10, 2011.  Citizens 
are urged to take advantage of this extended 
amnesty by going to the Harris County Justice 
Courts to take care of outstanding cases.
 For more information about City of Houston 
warrants or citations, visit www.houstontx.gov/
courts or contact the city’s Helpline at 3-1-1 or 
713-837-0311 if outside the city of Houston. For 
information about Harris County warrants and 
amnesty program, visit www.jp.hctx.net.
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Voice of Community-Minded People since 1976

Longtime Dobie math teacher Sarah Young (center) retired following the 2010-2011 school 
year. Prior to her time at Dobie, Young taught at Thompson Intermediate, and later had 
the opportunity to work with two of her former students. Shown above with Young are 
former students Lauren Calderaro, Dobie business teacher (left), and Denise Smajstrla, 
Dobie counselor.                                                                                Photo by Marie Flickinger

End of the Young era

Sagemont Church celebrates 45 years
Church raises $4.5 million from donations in just two days

  Sagemont Church celebrated its 45th anniver-
sary and the 45th anniversary of its senior pastor, 
the Rev. Dr. John D. Morgan, on Sunday, June 
5. The date also marked an important deadline 
in the construction of a new building on its main 
campus on the South Sam Houston Parkway near 
Interstate 45 South.
 The day’s celebration included special morn-
ing worship services as well as an evening praise 
and baptism service outdoors at the church’s 
170-foot cross.
 Sagemont Church has operated on a debt-free 
basis since 1975. The church fi rmly believes that 
its fi nancial needs will be met and that money 

is better spent on ministry rather than debt pay-
ment. That has held true over the past 36 years, 
as the church has built several multimillion dol-
lar buildings while also giving millions of dollars 
to mission and relief efforts locally and around 
the world and maintaining an annual budget of 
approximately $10 million.
 The current building under construction is a 
new 115,000-square-foot worship center and ed-
ucation facility that could be completed as early 
as December of this year. Prior to May 1, $28.6 
million had been given by church members in 
the past fi ve years. However, the construction 
schedule dictated the need for an additional $2.7 

million to be on hand by June 5, in order to sign 
contracts to keep the project on schedule.  
 By the morning of Sunday, June 5, the church 
still needed $2,151,014 in order to keep con-
struction moving without delay. Throughout the 
day, church members gave, and Morgan, along 
with church administrator Jim Green, announced 
at the evening service that not only had enough 
money been donated to keep construction mov-
ing, but the receipts that day exceeded the goal 
of $3.2 million to fi nish the entire construction 
phase of the building.
 The total given on Sunday, June 5, alone, was 
$3,422,438. This was by far the largest single-
day offering ever given at the area church. An ad-
ditional $1.1 million was donated the following 
day.
 “A church that loves God and loves people is 
promised by God that their needs will be met as 
long as their intent is to glorify God,” Morgan said. 
“My heart is humbled that God allowed me to be 
a part of a huge group of people who together wit-
nessed the power and presence of God that was so 

awesome no one could fully describe it.”
  Morgan views the day as nothing short of mi-
raculous.
 “As we gathered in His name at the foot of 
the cross on June 5, 2011, the temperature fore-
cast was 105 degrees, which was to be the hottest 
June 5 in one hundred years. Some chose not to 
come due to the unbearable heat, but hundreds 
gathered and God sent a cloud to block the sun 
and lower the temperature by at least 20 degrees, 
and 44 people were baptized in the pond,” Mor-
gan said. “The instruments and voices of our 
church family began to exalt the Lord Jesus in 
praise. When the time came for the announce-
ment of the offering which exceeded all expecta-
tions, a dove fl ew over the crowd symbolic of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit and for a few brief 
seconds an opening shaped as an eye opened be-
tween us and the sun as if God and the faithful 
saints of our church family took a quick look at 
what God was doing on earth in the midst of His 
people. To God be the glory, great things He is 
doing.”

Sagemont Church celebrated its 45th anniversary Sunday, June 5, with a special service 
that included baptisms being performed at the cross on the church grounds. Nearly 50 
people were baptized at the event. Shown above (center) is the Rev. Chuck Schneider, 
executive pastor at Sagemont, performing the baptism of Paul Moore and his two sons 
(front) Bobby and David.                                                                 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Baptisms part of 45th anniversary

  Once again, it’s time for South Belters to cel-
ebrate Independence Day with a parade and fi re-
works show.
 The parade, now in its 24th year, will begin 
on Monday, July 4, at Beverly Hills Intermediate 
at 10 a.m. and wind its way to San Jacinto Col-
lege South. The parade lineup will commence at 
9 a.m.
 This years theme is Honoring Community 
Builders and will be a tribute to all local indi-
viduals, organizations and businesses that have 
contributed to the South Belt community over the 
years.
 Several area sports teams and Boy Scout troops 
are scheduled to participate in the event.
 Houston City Councilmember Wanda Adams 
and Judge Ruben Guerrero are also expected to 
participate.
 Organizers are currently seeking musical acts 
to perform in the parade. Musicians from all com-
munity organizations, as well as groups of indi-
viduals, are encouraged to participate. A prize of 
10 Schlitterbahn tickets will be given for the best 

musical performance.
 Later that evening, residents can make the 
short trek to El Franco Lee Park, located at Hall 
Road and Blackhawk Boulevard, to view the 
yearly fi reworks display. Funded by the annual 
South Belt Spectacular Cookoff, the fi reworks 
will begin at 9:30 p.m.
 Entry forms for the parade are currently being 
accepted. All residents, organizations and busi-
nesses are welcome to enter. All participants are 
encouraged to decorate their vehicles and fl oats, 
as trophies will be awarded to winners in various 
categories.
 All community and nonprofi t groups may sign 
up for the parade at no charge, unless they wish 
to be eligible for a prize. A $50 fee is charged for 
commercial entries. Noncommercial entries may 
enter for $25. 
 Entry forms are available on Page 3A and at 
the Leader offi ce.
 The forms are to be fi lled out and returned 
to the Leader offi ce, 11555 Beamer, or faxed to 
281-481-5730.

Annual parade set for July 4

  Six longtime Dobie staff members, who 
among them had a combined total of 202 years 
experience in the education fi eld, retired follow-
ing the 2010-2011 school year.
 Auto technology teacher Gary Wilkerson 
worked for the Pasadena Independent School 
District for 39 years, 25 of which were spent at 
Dobie.
 Math teacher Sarah Young taught in the dis-
trict for 37 years, 16 of which were spent at Do-
bie.
 Business teacher Linda Traylor worked for 

PISD for 33 years, 27 of which were at Dobie.
 Counselor Andrea Longoria retired after serv-
ing 33 years at PISD, 17 of which were spent at 
Dobie. She previously worked seven years in the 
Houston Independent School District.
 German teacher Heidi Lorenz taught at Dobie 
for 14 years. She previously taught in Germany 
for 15 years.
 English teacher Robert Kruckeberg taught in 
PISD for 16 years, seven of which were at Dobie. 
He previously taught four years in Galveston and 
four years in Illinois. See photos on Page 5A.

Longtime Dobie staff retires

  Ellington International Airport is once again 
the site for cutting edge technology testing, as 
scientists with NASA look to explore the effects 
zero gravity may have on aircraft payloads. Start-
ing in mid-July, testing at Ellington International 
Airport will involve 14 specifi c types of aircraft 
payloads and the effects that weightlessness may 
have on those individual payloads. 
 The cargo will be taken up in a Boeing 727-
200F aircraft, which is specifi cally designed for 
reduced gravity operations. The goal is to learn 

more about which types of aircraft may be neces-
sary in the future transportation of certain high-
value payloads, carrying research and technol-
ogy equipment.
 “NASA is able to align research and technolo-
gy payloads with commercially available fl ights 
that will benefi t America’s future in space,” says 
Bobby Braun, NASA chief technologist. “We are 
meeting our future mission needs, while infusing 
new knowledge and capabilities into our nation’s 

Continued on Page 3A

NASA conducts tests at Ellington

  The Leader is seeking readers’ vacation pho-
tos for possible publication. A fi rst- and second-
prize of Schlitterbahn tickets will be awarded 
each month during June, July and August to the 
best submissions. Each month’s fi rst place win-
ner will be awarded six tickets, and each month’s 
second-place winner will be awarded four.

 All submissions should include where and 
when the photo was taken, as well as identify 
each person in the picture and tell an interesting 
story about the trip. All photos must be high res-
olution. No phone camera photos will be accept-
ed. E-mail photos to mynews@southbeltleader.
com. Do not compress photos when sending.

Readers’ vacation photos sought

  Dobie High School had a standout year, excel-
ling in both academics and athletics.
 The school’s academic decathlon team won 
fi rst in state and went on to fi nish second in the 
nation. The team’s coach, Steven Higginbotham, 
was named Dobie’s Teacher of the Year.
 Dobie was the UIL district academic cham-
pion, with the school’s science team winning 
district and its mathematics team winning the 
regional meet.
 The school also excelled in the Pasadena In-
dependent School District’s foreign language 
academic competition, with Spanish students 
taking home 27 medals, German students win-
ning 15 medals and French students taking home 
nine medals.
 The Dobie Latin Club were regional champs.
 The school’s TAKS scores either increased or 
remained even from last year in all categories.

Athletics
 The school’s varsity football team won its fi rst 
district championship in 11 years. The team’s 
coach, Jim Phillips, was named PISD’s Football 
Coach of the Year.
 The Dobie boys’ soccer team also took home a 
district championship, with coach Jesse Saavedra 
being named the school district’s Soccer Coach 

of the Year.
 The boys’ track and fi eld team won the district 
championship on all three levels: varsity, junior 
varsity and freshman.
 The boys’ varsity basketball team placed sec-
ond in district, while the junior varsity and soph-
omore teams each won the district title.
 The girls’ basketball team was the bidistrict 
champion, while the school’s softball team was 
the regional semifi nals champion.
 This year marked the eighth consecutive year 
that Dobie’s volleyball program has made the 
playoffs.
 The school’s swim team placed second in 
district, with 16 swimmers advancing to the re-
gional meet.
 Dobie’s baseball team was the bidistrict state 
playoff champion.
 Two of the school’s tennis players qualifi ed 
for regionals, and coach Manuel Moreno Jr. was 
named PISD’s Tennis Coach of the Year.
 Dobie was awarded the PISD Cup, which is 
given to the high school with the most successful 
athletics teams for the year.
 The school’s band, Lariaette drill team and 
JROTC program also excelled, taking home mul-
tiple awards.

Dobie students, coaches excel
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Guest Editorial

Parmer thankful 
for volunteer help
 We want to recognize the following 
students from Dobie who worked tire-
lessly for weeks preparing the beautiful 
flower beds in front of Frazier.  It is a 
continuation of the outstanding work on 
the median all along Hughes.  Kevin Pell, 
Jacob Lacamu, Tyler Martens and Jeremy 
Lacamu worked with a service provider 
to complete the work which included dig-
ging out the sod, adding enriched soil 
and sand, placing the natural rock bor-
der, plumbing in a watering system, and 
finally adding the native plants and flow-
ers.  The gardens have already received 
many compliments.  We are so thankful 
for neighbors and former students who 
really want to keep the community beau-
tiful.  Special thanks to the boys who also 
volunteer their time to maintain the medi-
an and pick up the occasional trash that 
blows into the area. We are very proud of 
this work.  Take a look next time to you 
drive by the school. Thanks again, boys.      
   Rhonda Parmer

Principal, Frazier Elementary

Friend: turn signals 
are there for a reason
 I feel it is my civic duty to inform you of 
a certain epidemic that has come to my 
attention. I believe that the condition 
must be contagious as there has been a 
great infestation lately. It seems to have 
affected every vehicle on the road. The 
virus, or whatever the malady affects 
only the turn signal indicators.
 As I was driving along I-45 the other 
day an SUV and compact car almost col-
lided, both had the condition as there 
was not one indication that either was 
planning on changing lanes. This of 
course would have caused me to ram 
into either or both of the vehicles and no, 
I was not tailgating. Later that same day, 
I was driving along on Beamer Rd. not 
talking, texting or twittering (by the way 
what exactly is twittering?) when all of a 
sudden the SUV in front of me came to a 
dead stop for what I thought was no rea-
son at all except that the driver decided 
to turn into one of the businesses on 
Beamer without one thought to use the 
turn signal. OK, so I believed these were 
coincidences and went about my busi-
ness but low and behold, the next day I 
was stopped at a stop sign and was 
going to proceed through when the vehi-
cle that was stopped in the opposite 
direction without any indication that they 
were going to turn pulled out in front of 
me. This would be all well and good if I 
were a mind reader, but unfortunately, I 
flunked out of ESP training even though I 
was a fairly good detective at one time. 
So drivers beware of this condition, stay 
alert, and please don’t let it affect your 
vehicle. Say, does anyone remember the 
good old days when there were no turn 
signals and you just had to stick your 
hand out the window. I saw a guy on a 
motorcycle stick his arm out and thought 
he was indicating a left hand turn but in 
reality he was just flicking his cigarette 
onto the pavement. Hey guys, isn’t that 

considered littering? Stay safe out there.
      Carolyn Friend

Volper comments on 
Gorman v. Valtasaros
 I will try and keep this brief. Based on 
my understanding of what a democracy 
is  and what a  republic is, I dont think 
either one of you actually understand 
them separately. Mr Gorman in my opin-
ion doesn’t and is a socialist in his think-
ing. Mr Valtasaros thinking and rationale 
is predicated on quotes. For every quote 
used no matter who made them are all 
subject to ones interpertations. The 
arguement that they are engaged in is a 
exhbition of difference of opinions based 
on their idealogy only and is lacking in 
substance and value because they don’t 
know the real differnces are or might be.
To understand them both I suggest it 
must be determinded who thinks what 
came first. A Democracy or a Republic.
 I think that Mr. Valtasaros might have 
the edge due to the fact his commentary 
is far from being supportive of socialism 
whereas Mr Gorman is a socialist. 
 Democracy is the best means to an 
end to liberty, but not the end itself. It’s 
contaminated further when you don’t 
have an educated electorate that believes 
in freedom for all and not just a free 
press as we have discovered, but an 
objective free press. Money and partisan 
power grabs have further eroded it here. 
Wasn’t Hitler even elected once? But as 
Lincoln suggested, “You can fool some of 
the people all of the time, most of the 
people some of the time, but not all the 
people all of the time.” Hopefully Jefferson 
was correct trusting that Americans will 
set things right when all else fails. But 
who knows? Unless people are willing to 
give up entitlements, our run is over.
 We are a republic, not a democracy. 
We live under the rule of Law, our 
Constitution, our laws are based on the 
Judeo-Christian ethic. We are no mere 
democracy under which 51 percent of 
the people could vote to have the rest of 
us robbed and killed, and then robbed 
and dead we will be. At least we are sup-
posed to be a republic. The liberals and 
especially the Obama administration are 
trying to undermine our Republic with its 
rule of Law, defying the constitutional 
protections against raw power and the 
rule of whim. This nation has remained 
free and strong because of this rule of 
Law, which curbs the whims of an admin-
istration, or the majority. 
 The Founders deliberately chose a 
Republic over a democratic rule and 
made no bones about why: Here we go. I 
apologize but I think one or two  of the 
following quotes helps explain the point 
of using quotes as point counterpoint.
 John Quincy Adams - “The experi-
ence of all former ages had shown that of 
all human governments, democracy was 
the most unstable, fluctuating and short-
lived.” 
 Noah Webster - “In democracy … 
there are commonly tumults and disor-
ders … Therefore a pure democracy is 
generally a very bad government. It is 
often the most tyrannical government on 
earth.” 

 Readers’ Opinions

Deaths
Steve Allen 

Carter

 Steve Allen Carter, 56, of 
South Belt, died Thursday, 
May 12, 2011, in Pasadena, 
Texas. He was born Dec. 11, 
1954, in Houston to Evone 
Maurice “Buddy” Carter and 
Grace Helen Erwin Carter.
 He is preceded in death 
by his parents; grandparents 

Moore names scholarship recipients

Moore Elementary awarded four scholarships to 
graduating Dobie High School seniors who attend-
ed Moore in elementary school. Recipients pictured 
are, left to right, Daniel Alanis, who received the 
Cliff Swearingen Scholarship and will attend Texas 
Christian University; Kevin Ly, who received the 
Moore PTO Scholarship and will attend the Uni-

versity of Texas at Austin, majoring in biology; 
Ashley Feyes, who received the Jerry Davis Schol-
arship and will attend Texas A&M University, 
majoring in architecture; and Kathleen Nguyen, 
who received the Moore PTO Scholarship and will 
attend the University of Houston, Honors College, 
majoring in biology. Photo submitted

 The 2011 Dobie at Memorial High (initial credit) and Rayburn High (credit 
recovery) extended year bus stops are as follows:

Bus # Bus stop AM time PM time

#832 Buena Park & Hoffer 7:44 a.m. 3:55 p.m.
Mesa Blackhawk & Lettie 7:47 a.m. 3:59 p.m.
  Dove Way & Heathertrail 7:50 a.m. 4:02 p.m.
  Blackhawk Ridge & Great Hawk 7:53 a.m. 4:05 p.m.
  Dobie High-Southbluff turnaround 8:00 a.m. 4:10 p.m.

#8006 FM 1959 & Gulfbreeze 7:50 a.m. 4:00 p.m.
Cutshall 725 FM 1959-Summer Cove Apts 7:53 a.m. 4:03 p.m.
  Grosvenor & FM 1959 7:55 a.m. 4:05 p.m.
  950 FM 1959-Windjammer Apts 8:00 a.m. 4:10 p.m.

#8039 Morris Middle-Seaford turnaround 7:48 a.m. 4:00 p.m.
Riley Dobie High-Southbluff turnaround 7:54 a.m. 3:55 p.m.
  Wolcott Park & Clearwood Crossing 7:59 a.m. 4:05 p.m.
  Lambright & Radio 8:02 a.m. 4:08 p.m.
   Easthaven & Lampbright 8:05 a.m. 4:10 p.m.

#8046 Frazier Elem-Sagemeadow turnaround 7:55 a.m. 3:55 p.m.
Villarreal Sagecreek & Sagedowne 7:58 a.m. 3:58 p.m.
  Flushing Meadows & White Plains 7:38 a.m. 4:01 p.m.
  Fairbury & Astoria 7:40 a.m. 4:03 p.m.
  Astoria & Teaneck 7:42 a.m. 4:05 p.m.

#8055 Sabo & Sagetree 7:44 a.m. 3:50 p.m.
Groves, C Sageaspen & Sageblossom 7:48 a.m. 3:54 p.m.
  Sugarbush Ridge & Riverstone Ranch 7:51 a.m. 3:56 p.m.
  Blackhawk & Kirkfair 7:55 a.m. 3:59 p.m.
  Dobie High-Southbluff turnaround 8:00 a.m. 4:06 p.m.

 All buses will drop off at Memorial High (initial credit) at 8:15 a.m. and then 
drop off at Rayburn (credit recovery) at 8:25 a.m.
 Buses will pick up at Rayburn High (credit recovery) at 3:30 p.m. and then 
pick up at Memorial (initial credit) at 3:40 p.m.
 All students should begin waiting for the buses 3-5 minutes prior to the 
scheduled morning times listed. Transportation will not be provided at midday.

Summer School 
bus schedule

PW Library
events set

 The following events are 
set for the week of June 9 
through June 15 at Parker 
Williams Library, 10851 
Scarsdale Blvd.:
 A family friendly movie 
will be presented at 2:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, June 9.  Call the 
library for more details.
 On Saturday, June 11, 
Vietnamese storytime will 
include Reading Club at 9 
a.m., followed by intermedi-
ate storytime at 11 a.m. and 
beginner storytime at 1 p.m.
 Game Day will be at 2:30 
p.m. on Monday, June 13. 
This program is for all ages. 
Teen Craft Time will be held 
on Wednesday, June 15, at 3 
p.m. The group will make 
steampunk-style jewelry. 
This program is for ages 12 
and up.  Register online or at 
the library.
 Preschool storytime is at 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday, and 
toddler storytime is at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday.

 Monday May 30th was the last day of 
the regular session of the 82nd Legisla-
ture. People all over the Capitol were get-
ting ready to pack their bags and head 
back home to their families and loved 
ones as well as to make a living, me in-
cluded. Then around noon, two words 
began spreading across the Capitol that 
made everyone stop in their tracks…. 
Special Session.  
 Keep in mind that the Texas Legisla-
ture is in session for 140 days on odd 
years. Imagine having to complete every-
thing you would need to do for the next 
two years in a time span just short of six 
months, so you can understand how busy 
everyone in Austin is during that time.
 As much as I enjoy serving the people 
of District 144 as state representative I 
still look forward to the last day of ses-
sion, when I can return home to my wife 
and family. So with the threat of a spe-
cial session hanging over the Capitol, the 
Texas House and Senate took a breath 
and got ready for the offi cial word from 
the governor that he was indeed going to 
call the Legislature back in session after 
the fi nal adjournment of the 82nd regular 
session. My offi ce received many phone 
calls from folks in the district wanting 
more information about special sessions, 
so I spoke with the House Research Or-
ganization, and they provided me with 
some pretty interesting facts and fi gures. 
There is not enough room in this article 
to cover all the information they gave me, 
but I want to share some of the facts I 
received.
 On the afternoon of the 30th of May, 
Gov. Perry released the “call” (or agenda) 
for the fi rst special session of the 82nd 
Legislature.  The purpose of the special 
session was to consider and pass legis-
lation:
 • relating to fi scal matters necessary 
for implementation of House Bill 1 (the 
budget), including measures that would 
allow school districts to operate more ef-
fi ciently; and
 • relating to health care costs contain-
ment, access to services though man-
aged care, and the creation of economic 
and structural incentives to improve the 
quality of Medicaid services.

 • legislation relating to congressional 
redistricting (added May 31st)
 Now many people think that if the Leg-
islature is meeting in a special session 
that lasts during the veto period (which 
lasts 20 days after the fi nal day of the 
regular session) the Legislature has the 
opportunity to override a veto of a certain 
bill by the governor.
 However, the only action that can be 
taken on legislation from the previous 
session is by the governor. He can de-
cide to sign a particular bill, veto the bill, 
or let the bill become law without his sig-
nature. So even though the Legislature is 
meeting, technically we are meeting in a 
“new” session. Therefore all actions from 
the regular session are dead, since the 
legislative process begins from scratch 
with each session. 
 Here are some interesting facts and 
fi gures about special sessions I received 
from the House Research Organization:
 “The Constitution does not limit the 
number of special sessions that the gov-
ernor may call. The six special sessions 
of the 71st Legislature called by Gov. Wil-
liam P. Clements, Jr. in 1898-90 on work-
ers’ compensation (two sessions in 1989) 
and public education (four sessions in 
1990) set the record for most special 
sessions called for a single legislature. 
The 71st Legislature also set the modern 
record for total number of days in session 
by meeting 292 days - 140 days in regu-
lar session and 152 days in six special 
sessions. The all-time record for days in 
session is held by the 12th Legislature, 
which met for 353 days in four sessions 
in 1870-71. The 78th Legislature in 2003 
set the record for the most days in ses-
sion in a single year with 227 days in ses-
sion - 140 days in regular session and 87 
days in three special sessions. 
 As the special session moves forward, 
I strongly encourage each and every one 
to take notice of what is happening at the 
Capitol. If there is something being done 
by the Legislature that you are not in fa-
vor of, please let me know. Also, please 
let me know if there is something hap-
pening that you do like. 
 I will strive to keep you up to date, but 
please stay diligent.

My Second Special Session
by State Rep. Ken Legler

 James Madison - “Democracies have 
ever been spectacles of turbulence and 
contention; have ever been found incom-
patible with personal security or the 
rights of property; and have, in general, 
been as short in their lives as they have 
been violent in their deaths.” 
 Now with all of that being quoted, 
please go back to the point on Obama 
and liberals not understanding democra-
cy. Liberal thinking of democracy always 
eventually leads to the same thing... Two 
wolves voting on whether to eat their 
neighbor, the sheep. A democratically 
elected, representative government, 
predicated upon the defense of individual 

rights and established rules under the 
law which are designed to promote the 
general welfare is the only idea of democ-
racy we should celebrate. This is why in 
MY opinion the founders were attempting 
to establish a republic.
 I trust neither Mr. Gorman nor Mr. 
Valtasaros or other readers have taken 
my comments as any type of personal 
attack (broadside) and I never expressed 
any harm or malice to these gentlemen.I 
will say it has been interesting and lively. 
Now I am going to sit back with my favor-
ite beverage and a bowl of popcorn..with 
butter (I have earned it) and continue to 
enjoy the fireworks.             A.C. Volper

Thompson students present Rites of Passage

Graciela Quiroz presents her Rites 
of Passage.

Kourtnee Brandon (front) presented her Rites of Passage to, left to right, 
Youlanda Ravenell, Erica Alvarez, Cathy Broussard, Carol Waters, Jennifer 
Guerrero, John Davis, Ashley Chaddock and Erin Richardson.

Alan Pham played the violin during his 
Rites of Passage.

At right: Attending Emily Wolfe’s 
(center) Rites of Passage were, 
left to right, Rebecca DeLaGarza, 
Laura Tuttle, Carol Waters and 
LaMona Lemarr.

At left: Xavier 
Brown (center) 
presented his Rites 
of Passage to his 
parents,  Rodney 
Brown (left) and 
Monica Jack.

Brandon Santiago (center) invited members of 
his family to attend his Rites of Passage. Shown 
are, left to right, Samanthan Santiago, Carmen 
Nieves, Luis Nieves Jr., Brandon, Amanda San-
tiago and Luis Nieves.

At Thompson Intermediate School, eighth-grade 
students are asked to make a 7-9 minute presen-
tation called the “Rites of Passage” at the end of 
the year. During this presentation, students refl ect 
on their years at Thompson. They categorize their 
work using six exit outcomes and display their 
work on a showboard and in a portfolio. These 
outcomes are: quality producer, multifaceted 
thinker, collaborative learner, self-directed learn-
er, societal contributor and effective communica-
tor. Invitations are handed out to family members 
and teachers who have been instrumental in the 
students’ lives. The Rites of Passage began in 1994 
and was the vision of Principal Vicki Thomas.

 Photos submitted

Krivik wants to be 
sure to keep tennis
 It would not be benefi cial in any way 
for Pasadena ISD to cut the Tennis pro-
gram at J. Frank Dobie High School. In 
speaking with the student athletes, I have 
obtained the following information.
 The students buy their own tennis rack-
ets, have been recycling the same game 
uniforms for years now, and already have 
courts and lockers that are fully paid off 
and cost next to nothing to maintain.
 In addition, the coach buys all of the 
tennis balls out of his own salary and he 
also serves as the bus driver to away 
games, so the school does not have to 

hire an extra driver.
 The school literally only pays for the 
gas for the bus (and that’s only for away 
games) and the water to rinse the court.
The school would save next to nothing 
by cutting tennis and may actually lose 
money because it has been expressed 
to me by several of the players that they 
would no longer even wish to attend the 
school if tennis were to be cut. 
 Cutting an enriching program like ten-
nis would be a major mistake.

Chris Krivik
Publisher’s note: A conversation I had 
today with Dr. Kirk Lewis,  superintendent 
of Pasadena schools, confi rmed that no 
athletics are being cut. See next week’s 
Leader.                       –Marie Flickinger  

Legion hosts BBQ benefit
 American Legion Post 490 will hold its third annual barbecue championship 
cookoff June 9-11, at 11702 Galveston Road, (across from Ellington Field). For 
information, call 713-515-8267 or 281-481-1179.

Elmo and Essie Mae Harris 
Carter, and Roy and Annie 
Seay Erwin; siblings, Roy 
Sue Carter Holden, Stanley 
Ray, Richard Dewayne and 
John Robert; niece Heather 
Rahea Harris; sisters-in-law, 
Deana Ruth Harris Carter and 
Terri Lavon Bragg; brother-
in-law Leslie Mitchell Bragg; 
parents-in-law, Ollie Mitch-
ell and Peggy Sharon Blake 
Bragg.
 On July 8, 1974, Carter 
married Sherri Lynn Harris.  
He worked for the state of 
Texas in the Department of 
Corrections. He was a ser-
geant of corrections at the 
Ramsey 3 and Terrell units 
located in Rosharon, Texas.
 Survivors include his wife, 
Sherri; daughter Jennifer and 
Aaron Lines, son Jeremy 
Mitchell, son Stanley Ray 
and Katrina; brother Roger 
and wife Cindy; sister Cindy 
and husband Joey Brown Sr.; 
brother James David; sister-

in-law Leila and husband 
Bobby Jeffries; 10 grand-
children; multiple nieces, 
nephews, aunts, uncles, and 
cousins.
 Carter’s life was remem-
bered by friends and family 
in a private memorial held on 
Saturday, May 21, 2011. His 
ashes are with his wife.
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No Job Too Small!

Call For Information

No Job Too Small!

Call For Information

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas           281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer
       Appliance Therapy: Corrects crowding and a 

                              recessive lower jaw line.

 Eliminates the need for 
 orthodontic tooth removal 
 in many situations.

 Eliminates the need 
 for headgear.

Second Opinions Welcome!

Insurance Assignment Accepted • Quality and Caring Office 

• Certified Specialist • Serving the South Belt Area Since 1981

FIRST CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

SummertimeSummertime
Fun!Fun!
• Daycare

• Pre-School 2, 3, 4

• Private School K-12

281-412-5182

• Each student will be given one tee shirt.  
  Additional tee shirt cost, $8.

• Breakfast/Lunch/Afternoon Snack

• Water Obstacle Course
  1 day per week divided by age group 
  and gender

• Snow Cones each day

• Academic Enrichment Daily
  3 “R” divided into age/skill groups

• “Character Plus” with Bill Gothard

• Weekly Field Trips

• Sports - each (2) weeks a different sport 
  is taught:
  Basketball/Softball/Kickball

Please complete this entry & drop off at the front desk, South Belt-Ellington Leader.

Thompson Intermediate 
School recently held its 
annual Fun Day. Students 
rotated through different 
stations which included 
relay races, a gaming 
center, infl atables, a rock 
wall and a dunking booth. 
Students stated that they 
most enjoyed dunking 
assistant principals Dan 
Hoppie (pictured at right) 
and Darby Hickman.

Photos submitted

Below, left to right, B’un-
tranique Ervin, Amina 
Davis, Xavier Dotson and 
Cedric Horton cool off by 
eating snow cones in the 
record-breaking heat.

Thompson students enjoy Fun Day

Marquinna Taylor climbs the rock wall.

Assistant Principal Dan Hoppie awaits being dunked in 
the dunking booth.

 Sign up now for summer 
classes in the Arbor Building 
at the University of Houston-
Clear Lake, 2700 Bay Area.
 Educational enrichment 
classes for students from 
Pre-K through grade 12 pro-
vide the excitement of discov-
ery with one-week summer 
courses offered from June 6 
through July 28.
 Classes are designed 
around camps in math, world 
explorers, technology, sci-
ence, language, Gifted Acad-
emy and Young Writers, and, 
new this summer, the Brain 
Power Camp.
 Classes meet Monday 
through Thursday from 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m. or noon to 3 
p.m. Enrollment will continue 
until classes are filled.
 Courses are offered in col-
laboration with partners, with 
some offered at off-campus 
sites to offer a wide range of 
themed activities.
 For information, call 281-
283-3530, e-mail youngj@
uhcl.edu or visit the Kids’ U 
website at kidsu.uhcl.edu.

UHCL 
kids’ 
camps set

NASA . . .
Continued from Page 1A
universities, laboratories and 
space industry.” 
 The testing at Elling-
ton International Airport 
is expected to last one 
full week and will involve 
the Boeing 727 aircraft known 

as the “Zero G.” This plane is 
a three-engine aircraft that’s 
designed to climb rapidly from 
24,000 to 25,000 feet. During 
the pull-up, passengers and/
or cargo feel the pull of 1.8 g. 
Once the aircraft begins to arch 
over into a descent, a feeling of 
weightlessness is experienced 
for the next 20 to 30 seconds. 
 Several aerospace com-pa-
nies and universities would like 
to fi nd out what impact, if any, 
that zero gravity conditions 
have on certain payloads, and 
those companies were encour-
aged to apply for participation 
within the program to be car-
ried out at Ellington Interna-
tional Airport. 
 The July fl ights are part of 
NASA’s “Flight Opportunities 
Program,” which is designed to 
partner the federal government 
and private sector in further ex-
ploring commercial opportuni-
ties in space.
 Ellington International Air-
port has played a key support 
role in a host of NASA testing 
efforts, with the focus ranging 
from space exploration to hur-
ricane data collection.

 Pasadena Little Theatre, 
4318 Allen Genoa Road, 
will open its 57th season 
with the renowned classic, 
To Kill a Mockingbird, by 
Christopher Sergel based 
on the Pulitzer Prize win-
ning novel by Harper Lee.
 Opening night is Friday, 
June 17,  and performances 
run through July 3.
 Ticket prices are $14 for 
adults and $12 for students 
and seniors. Show times are 
8 p.m. Fridays, Saturdays, 
and Thursday, June 30, with 
matinees at 3 p.m. on 
Sundays.
 Season passes for PLT’s 
57th season will be on sale 
during the run of the show. 
Credit cards will be accept-
ed.
 The play is set in May-
comb, Ala., in the year 1935, 
during the Great Depression. 
Atticus Finch, local lawyer, 
is defending a black man, 
Tom Robinson, against an 
undeserved rape charge. 
Tempers and emotions run 
high during the progression 
of the play as Atticus 
attempts to protect his pre-
cocious children from prej-
udice and fi ghts for an inno-
cent man’s life.
 Audience members will 
meet an interesting array of 
characters as the wonderful 
story unfolds.
 An Academy Award win-
ning fi lm starring Best Actor 
winner Gregory Peck is 
familiar to all.
 South Belt residents 
Mark Stanley and Katie 

To Kill a Mockingbird opens this 
season for Pasadena Little Theatre

Reed appear in the produc-
tion.
 Reservations can be 
made online at www.pasade 
nalittletheatre.org or by 
calling 713-941-1758.
 Pasadena Little Theatre 
will offer a special two-for-
one rate for the Thursday, 
June 30, show.

Left to right, (fl oor) Elizabeth Tyska, Renee Van Nifterik, Anthony Martino, 
Wes Linnenbank, South Belt resident Mark Stanley, (balcony) Janet Elayne, 
Sue Beth Fry and South Belt resident Katie Reed appear in To Kill a Mocking-
bird by Christopher Sergel based on the novel by Harper Lee at Pasadena Little 
Theatre. Opening night is Friday, June 17. Photo submitted

 Moore Elementary recent-
ly announced its honor and 
merit rolls for the fourth nine-
weeks grading period. Stu-
dents earning status are:

First grade
Honor roll

 Amy Cao, Lydia Chicas, 
Gloria Gonzales, Madelyn 
Huerta, Grace Nguyen, Kim 
Nguyen, Kathleen Nguyen, 
Isabella Padilla, Emily Pham, 
Vi Tran, Brooke Tran and 
Kailey Tsikis.

Merit roll
 Jaidyn Almaguer, Gabriel 
Barbosa, Logan Blair, Briana 
Gutierrez, Jose Hernandez, 
Nicole Jasso, Zacheus Macias, 
Brianna Marroquin, Devin 
Martinez and Ethan Monte-

Moore releases honor, merit rolls
negro.
 Kyndal Nguyen, Vivian 
Nguyen, Jeeny Nguyen, 
Christopher Salazar, Gerardo 
Solis, Kyle Stokes, Derek 
Tran, Annie Tran and Kennedy 
Watson.

Second grade
Honor roll

 Kristen Barba, Esmeralda 
Calvillo, Megan Cowan, 
Collin Dague, Marshall Dang, 
Meagan Dryden, Joseph 
Garcia, Christina Hoang, 
Casey Junkin, Aaron Langford 
and Evelyn Lien.
 Nathan Lopez, Kenny Ly, 
Charles Maricle, Cadie 
Masterson, Alvis Moes, 
Kyndall Morales, Steven 
Nguyen, Alan Nguyen, Henry 

Nguyen, Marisa Soto, Eric To 
and Julia Westfahl.

Merit roll
 Saul Alejo, Deanna 
Castellano, Anthony Deleon, 
Lizeth Flores, Karsten Garcia, 
Linley Hawkins, Xavier 
Lowtan, Carolina Miranda, 
Augustin Nguyen, Corban 
Parker, Mahogany Pruitt and 
Taven Tran.

Third grade
Honor roll

 Alyssa Bernal, Tammy 
Dang, Elijah Donahoe, Nayeli 
Garibay, Matthew Ghansyam, 
Alejandra Gracias, Alina 
Herazo, Christian Hernandez, 
Doan Thy Huynh, Elaine 
Lien, Ariana Martinez, 
Gerardo Mejia, Carson 

Morales and Daisy Nguyen.
 Jennifer Nguyen, Evamaria 
Perla, Alaysai Rhodes, 
Jackson Ruiz, Julian Sanchez, 
Felicity Soto, Matthew 
Springer, Benjamin Tran, 
Alexander Tran, Trinity Tran, 
Savannah Tran and Amaode 
Uchendu.

Merit roll
 Eduardo Benavides, Jayla 
Carmouche, Aubrey Davis, 
Kyus Gordon, Luis Morales, 
Kenneth Nguyen, Alexis 
Perez, Jabari Simon, Joshua 
Smothers, Son Truong and 
Ashley Tsikis.

Fourth grade
Honor roll

 Aliza Alfara, Sam Donaho, 
Alysa Gonzalez, Karen 

Green, Sofia Hernandez, Alex 
Hernandez, Juliana Hickman, 
Melody Le, Alexander Lugo, 
Nairda Macedo, Michelle 
Nguyen, Alan Nguyen and 
Aaron Nguyen.
 Bao Nguyen, Emmy 
Nguyen, Trey Pettis, Silas 
Pham, Angelina Sanchez, 
Neema Shafaei, Betzabe 
Solis, Kareem Solomon, 
Leslie Tamboli, Taylor Tran 
and Abigayle Wells.

Merit roll
 Daniel Caceras, Vianett 
Campos, Krystalyn Garcia, 
Andrew Hammond, Randy 
Nguyen, Nanci Rivera, Josue 
Sanchez, Karina Santos, 
Thomas Torres and Sydney 
Tran.



   Here comes

          the bride... 

Let South Belt Graphics & Printing
take care of all your printing needs

for your special day.

Invitations • Envelopes • Napkins
Matchbooks • Thank You Cards

11555 Beamer      281-484-4337
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Jeffrey M. Barry
Insurance and Financial
Services Representative

12621 Featherwood Dr., Ste 115
Houston, Tx 77034

281-464-3383
Offering: Mutual Funds, Variable

Universal Life, Variable Annuities, 
IRAs, 40l(k)s

FARMERS®
FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS

Securities offered through Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC,
Member FINRA & SIPC

off your first 
treatment

$20.00 20% Sca
rsd

ale
 Blvd

.

Beamer Rd.Payment Plans Available

Medicaid,CHIP

&  Insurance

Accepted
In the Food Town Shopping Center

Chu,  Truong,  DDS & Associates, PLLC

Braces • Teeth Whitening • Children’s Dentistry
10904 Scarsdale Blvd., #100 • Houston, TX 77089 • 281.464.9440

Scarsdale Dental SmilesScarsdale Dental Smiles Affordable & QualityAffordable & Quality
Dental CareDental Care

exam, x-rays &
consultation

Remember When
of the Houston Fire De-
partment responded to fi ve 
fi re calls and 15 ambulance 
calls in the period from May 
25 to June 1.
 The South Belt area got 
two new stop lights as a 
result of a 1979 bond pro-
gram. The lights were to 
be erected at the intersec-
tions of Beamer Road at 
Scarsdale Boulevard and 
at Scarsdale Boulevard and 
Sageglen Drive.

25 years ago (1986)
 Pasadena Independent 
School District Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Lon 
Luty agreed to upgrade his 
contract from two remain-
ing years to a full three-year 
contract, following a  6-1 
board decision.
 Two men were foiled in 
what would have been the 
fourth auto theft from the 
Beverly Hills Intermediate 
parking lot.

20 years ago (1991)
 More than 60 percent of 
the people responding to the 
Clear Creek Independent 
School District survey con-
cerning Weber Elementary 
School wanted the school 
closed.
 A Memorial Day week-
end trip to an East Texas 
resort area put a South Belt 
man’s lifesaving knowl-
edge to the test, and he 
passed. Beverly Hills resi-
dent George Haines and his 
family spent a weekend at 

Cypress Lake Resort near 
the Trinity River without in-
cident until he went swim-
ming at one of the resort 
pools and found a group 
of people panicking over a 
young girl who had acci-
dentally fallen into the pool. 
George worked to keep 
6-year-old Brittany Gonza-
lez alive. It took 10 minutes 
before the little girl even 
showed signs of life. After 
being treated at a hospital, 
she reportedly showed no ill 
effects from the episode.

15 years ago (1996)
 Sam Houston Tollway 
East opened, allowing South 
Belt travelers to go from the 
South Belt area to the ship 
channel.
 The Pasadena School 
District’s proposed $168.9 
million 1996-97 budget in-
cluded salary increases of 
approximately 3 percent.

10 years ago (2001)
 The South Belt area re-
ceived 7 inches of rainfall, 
with 90 percent of that fall-
ing between 3 and 8 p.m.
 Applicants for a Genoa 
Red Bluff Road landfi ll 
were using a new technique 
as they pursued a permit for 
a Class IV landfi ll through 
Texas Natural Resource 
Conservation Commission. 
Applerock Group agreed to 
donate $35,000 to the Genoa 
Elementary Parent Teacher 
Organization if there were 
no contested hearings on 

35 years ago ( 1976)
 Cathie Hawkins was se-
lected as the feature twirler 
for Sam Houston College.
 The All-Star committee 
released guidelines stating 
that the selection of all-stars 
would be based on votes 
cast by the players instead 
of managers.

30 years ago (1981)
 Emergency personnel 
from the Sagemont station 

Over The Back Fence by Jan

HAVE A WONDERFUL DAY, MARY
 Dr. Mary Campbell-Fox of the local 
Campbell Family Practice is wished a happy 
birthday Thursday, June 9, from her family 
and friends.

GRIFFINS VISIT UTAH
 Ken and Bobby Griffin, formerly of 
Sagemeadow, recently had a great visit with 
their son, David, wife Angela and sons 
Robert and Kenney in Utah. David is an 
aircraft maintenance production leader at Hill 
Air Force Base, and Angela is a registered 
nurse in the clinic on base. Ken and Bobby 
enjoyed visiting with the family and seeing 
all the tourist attractions in the Salt Lake City 
area, although it was raining most of the time 
and snow was still on top of the mountains. 
David is an ’81 Dobie graduate and Angela 
(Perronne) was in the class of ’82. 

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays June 9 through June 15.

Burnett Elementary

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 June 9 is the day for a birthday party for 
Maribel Juarez. Enjoying a birthday June 12 
is Eglantina Torres.

Dobie High
 On June 9, greetings for a wonderful 
birthday are sent to Larry Davis. Steven 
Higginbotham is sent birthday greetings on 
June 10. Blow out the birthday candles on 
June 14 for Stefanie McKinney.

HOME RUN CORNER
 Congratulations are sent to Erick Garza of 
the AAA Astros for hitting a monster blast for 
his first home run of the season against the 
Orioles in the AAA championship game. The 
Astros would go on to fall 14-10, and both 
teams played great games. Garza’s family 
says, “Go Astros!”

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, con-
gratulations, etc., to mynews@southbeltlead 
er.com with OTBF in the subject line. Items 
must be submitted by Friday noon for the next 
week’s publication.

 Blow out the birthday candles for Janet 
Perez June 11. The day for a cake for Maria 
Medina is June 13.

Bush Elementary
 Sandra Harper is wished a happy birthday 
on June 14.

Meador Elementary
 On June 13, Jeremy Miller celebrates a 
birthday.

Moore Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Laura 
Rodriguez on June 11. 

South Belt Elementary
 June 12 is the day for a birthday party for 
Dawn Donahue.

Melillo Middle School
 Anna Garza is sent a birthday greeting on 
June 13. Betty Henderson enjoys a birthday 
June 15.

Morris Middle School
 On June 10, Sandra Vazquez is wished a 
happy birthday. Blow out the birthday candles 
for Maria Herrera and Neybi Zamudio on 
June 14.

the fi nal phase of permitting 
for the landfi ll. 

5 years ago (2006)
 An arrest for assault with 
a deadly weapon as well as 
family violence and crimi-
nal mischief calls kept Pre-
cinct 2 constable’s deputies 
busy during the Memorial 
Day weekend.
 The South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce 
planned to host a program 
on hurricane awareness.
 Third-grade Stuchbery 
Elementary student Anna 
Goodman transformed her 
end-of-the-year class re-
search assignment on a 
nonprofi t organization into 
a schoolwide fundraiser, 
raising more than $1,100.

1 year ago (2010)
   Media reports of elevated 
levels of chemicals at the 
Brio Superfund site alarmed 
many in the community, 
although officials said the 
compounds posed no imme-
diate threat. Despite reports 
that stated the contaminants 
had leaked out, the chemi-
cals remained contained 
and posed no threat to local 
drinking water.
 Jerry Speer was named 
president of the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
Board of Trustees. Speer, 
who had served on the 
board for 10 years, replaced 
South Belt resident Fred 
Roberts, who remained on 
the board as a member.

San Jacinto College students, left to right, Weston 
Lundgren and Dorothy Lewis, were able to attend 
college thanks to scholarships provided by the San 
Jacinto College Foundation. Photo by Rob Vanya

 The San Jac College Foun-
dation recently hosted a 
breakfast for the many donors 
who faithfully support the 
college through contributions 
that fund scholarships and 
student success initiatives.
 SJC Chancellor Dr. Brenda 
Hellyer told donors their gifts 
were helping many students, 
and many other people. 
“Thank you, donors, for 
enabling the college to pro-
vide scholarships,” she com-
mented. “You are helping to 
change the lives of many stu-
dents, and you are also help-
ing families, and the commu-
nity, because you are helping 
to make a better future.”
 Brad Hance, chair of the 
SJC Foundation, expressed 
similar views. “We appreciate 
everything you do, and by 
attending an event like this, 
you have an opportunity to 
meet students and see how 
your generosity is helping 
students to achieve their 
goals,” Hance said.
 Two students shared their 
success stories and added 
expressions of appreciation.
 Weston Lundgren said he 
looked forward to attending 
college and felt confident he 
could achieve academically. 
“One obstacle I had to over-
come was funding,” he said. 
“My parents were helping my 
sister with her college expens-
es, and there just wasn’t a 
whole lot of money to go 
around. I completed an appli-
cation, and the foundation 

SJC Foundation 
thanks donors

awarded me a scholarship that 
helped pay for a lot of what I 
needed, which enabled me to 
earn an associate degree in 
general studies in just one 
year. If it were not for the 
generosity from donors like 
you, I would not have been 
able to accomplish my goals. 
I am a direct product of your 
kindness.”
 Scholarships given through 
the foundation enabled Dor-
othy Lewis, who returned to 
school after a gap of several 
years in her education.
 “There were times when I 
struggled and felt like giving 
up, but then I realized gener-
ous people like you donors 
have made an investment in 
me, so I made up my mind I 
could not disappoint you and 
give up,” Lewis commented. 
“Thanks to your help, I earned 
my college degree.” Lewis 
earned a business office asso-
ciate degree.
 Ruth Keenan, the college’s 
interim executive director of 
development, said the stories 
of Lundgren and Lewis let 
donors see tangible results of 
their contributions. “Your 
donations provide the very 
fuel for students to achieve 
their dreams,” Keenan said. 
“Many students have no other 
source for books, supplies 
and tuition. Weston and 
Dorothy show us that students 
are grateful beyond words for 
the scholarships they receive 
and that students are deter-
mined and eager to learn.”

San Jacinto College South student Oscar Peña (right) 
and his mother, Gloria. Photo by Andrea Vasquez

 There are many obstacles 
life has thrown at Oscar Peña, 
but cerebral palsy is not one 
of them. He recently gradu-
ated from San Jacinto College 
with an associate degree in 
computer science.
 The 25-year-old South 
campus student has, no doubt, 
had his share of frustrations, 
but determination and perse-
verance have kept him reach-
ing for his educational goals, 
pushing him even further 
than he expected. His mother, 
Gloria, has been instrumental 
in making sure his goals are 
met. For as long as he’s been 
in school, she’s been right by 
his side every day in class 
along with him, as the “arms, 
legs, and voice of Oscar,” as 
she puts it.
 “My mom is exceptional,” 
said Peña. “I wouldn’t be 
able to go to college if my 
mom did not believe in me. I 
don’t think there’s one word 
or group of words that can 
describe the great role she’s 
played in helping me to 
accomplish my dreams so 
far.”
 Originally from Mexico, 

San Jacinto College student inspires others
doctors tried numerous thera-
pies and treatments only to 
tell the family that Peña was 
too bright for what they could 
offer. When he was 5 years 
old, the Peñas decided to 
move to Texas where they 
could find him the right doc-
tors and teachers to facilitate 
his needs. Since he cannot 
talk, he often carries a laptop 
device that allows him to 
communicate with others. 
Many of his professors have 
asked her why she herself 
does not enroll and get her 
degree as well, since she is 
basically taking the classes 
with him. For her, it’s not 
about getting her degree, but 
ensuring her son gets his.
 “It’s just not in my plan,” 
she said. “I feel like if I were 
to get a degree, having to 
concentrate on my studies 
would make me have to take 
time away from helping 
Oscar. Helping him is what 
fulfills me. I get more out of 
seeing him excel in his edu-
cation, look towards a career, 
and seeing his self-esteem 
grow. I’m just there to help 
him take notes, or hand in the 

work he’s done. He’s the one 
learning everything, I just 

Hall Rentals
Weddings, Receptions, Graduation Parties, 

Reunions, Business Meetings, Training Purposes
Seating Capacity: 300 • $200 Deposit

$750 per day • $200 police offi cers
(If  alcohol is served, BYOB)

Includes cleaning, bar tenders, tables and chairs

American Legion Post 490 
11702 Galveston Road

Houston, TX  77034  (across from Ellington Field)

Hall Coordinator: Wendell F. Denney
Offi ce: 281-481-1179    Fax: 281-648-9795    Cell: 713-515-8267

www.GravityMoonwalks.comwww.GravityMoonwalks.com
Moonwalk RentalsMoonwalk Rentals
Grand VarietyGrand Variety
CombosCombos
Waterslides/Slip & SlidesWaterslides/Slip & Slides

EnglishEnglish

832-303-1096832-303-1096
EspañolEspañol

281-777-3133281-777-3133

FREE DELIVERYFREE DELIVERY
in the area.in the area.

Chair & tableChair & table
rentals, also!rentals, also!

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmers.com

Frazier Elementary opens school store
Frazier Elementary teacher, 
Kym Quiroz, was recently 
awarded a $5,000 grant from 
the Pasadena Education 
Foundation and State Farm 
to open a school store. Fra-
zier’s school store will provide 
students with hands-on ex-
periences in math and social 
interactions. The focus of the 
school store will be to  pro-
mote good behavior. Students 
will  earn “Wise Owl Bucks” 
to use as currency at the store. 
The store will be available 
for all grade levels to explore 
and maintain. H-E-B will also 
visit periodically and do les-
sons with the students. Rosa-
nne Kerr and Austin Brown 
from H-E-B helped in getting 
Frazier’s school store off to a 
great start at its ribbon cut-
ting ceremony on May 20. 
Pictured cutting the ribbon 
are, left to right, Kerr, H-E-
Buddy and Quiroz.

Photo submitted

provide the mobility he 
needs.”

 While at J. Frank Dobie 
High School, Peña was first 
introduced to computer pro-
gramming and realized the 
career path he wanted to pur-
sue. He expressed to his 
mother that after graduating 
from high school, he wanted 
to enroll at San Jacinto 
College to learn more about 
computer science. Since first 
enrolling, Peña has even sur-
prised himself in how far he’s 
come.
 “I didn’t think I would 
make it this far,” he said. “I 
knew I had something in me, 
but I didn’t know what. San 
Jac made me feel welcomed, 
and no one pre-judged me 
based on my condition. I was 
given the same expectations 
as all the other students in my 
classes, and that made a big 
difference. For me, it was 
even more motivation because 
I could see that my teachers 
saw no reason why I could 
not accomplish what every-
one else could.”
 Peña is also a member and 
webmaster for the Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society and 
was its scholarship recipient 
last year. This year he was 
honored as Student of the 
Year at the South campus, 
along with fellow student 
Pauline Eklund. He plans to 
transfer to the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake to finish 
his bachelor’s in computer 
science, hoping to eventually 
be self-employed building 
software and websites. He 
encourages other students 
with disabilities to challenge 
themselves and to pursue 
their goals despite the longer 
route it may take them.
 “It makes me happy to see 
other students with disabili-
ties defeating the odds. At the 
same time, I know that there 
are others that are intimidated 
by furthering their education 
and even careers. I’d tell them 
to stop feeling sorry for them-
selves. It’s so easy to limit 
yourself mentally. Stop say-
ing, ‘I can’t,’ or ‘It’s too hard.’ 
Yes, it will be, but it will be 
an even bigger struggle if you 
don’t at least try.”

Dobie sets class reunions
10-year class reunion

 Dobie Class of 2001 will hold its 10-year reunion on 
July 9, from 7:30 p.m. to midnight at Golfcrest Country 
Club in Pearland. The cost until July 2 is $60 (the last 
day to pre-order tickets); and on July 9, $75 (cash only 
at the door). For more information, contact  http://www.
dobie2001.webs.com/.

35-year class reunion
 Dobie Class of 1976 will hold its 35-year reunion on 
June 11, 2011, from 6 p.m. to midnight in the Marina 
Ballroom at South Shore Harbour Resort in Leauge 
City. The cost is $85 (cash only at the door). For more 
information, contact Milly Valez McHale at sillymilly 
_40@yahoo.com or facebook.com/millyrosales or John 
Pfister at pfisterlevel@att.net or facebook.com/pfister 
level. A link is also on the Dobie website.

NARFE meets June 21
 The National Active and  Retired Federal Employees, 
Gulf Freeway Chapter 941, meets the third Tuesday of 
each month at 2 p.m. at the El Franco Lee Park 
Community Center, 9500 Hall Road. The next meeting 
will be June 21. Visitors are welcome. For additional 
information, call 713-734-1461.

Summer program held
 Champions Extended Learning will offer before- 
and after-school education-based programs at South 
Belt and Jessup elementaries for children in kindergar-
ten through sixth grade with up to 10 weeks of camp 
themes, totally different than the school-year programs. 
Designed to be fun for children and convenient for 
grown-ups, every day starts a new activity and every 
week starts a new theme. Children can stay for the 
whole summer or come as often as is convenient. 
Hours are 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Cost is $22 per day.
 For more information or to register, visit 
DiscoverChampions.com or call 800-350-5034.

 HOME RUN CORNER
The Leader staff reminds parents to submit congratula-
tions for their sluggers’ achievements for publication in 

Over The Back Fence. E-mail mynews@southbeltleader.
com with OTBF in the subject line. Items must be 

submitted by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

South Belt
Graphics & Printing
No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!

Now printing 
small-quantity orders!
Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

RECENT GRADS!
Job hunting?  

Need help with your resume?
Let me help you jazz it up before you head 

out!  Many years of writing experience.  
I also create custom graphics and stationery 

to help you stand out from the crowd!

karma@karmalennon.com
281.309.7375

www.karmalennon.com
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Child Care & Learning Center
Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future

Monday - Friday 6 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
6 wks - 23 mos.                   $110 a week
2 yrs. old                             $100 a week
3 yrs. old & up                     $ 90 a week

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, Dance, Library & Computer Room
Ms. Janet’s is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS 

including MELILLO & MORRIS middle schools and South Belt Elementary.
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER CALL
281-484-2376            281-464-2366

 11590 HUGHES RD. @ BW8   12490 SCARSDALE BLVD.

FREE REGISTRATION - GOOD THRU JUN 16
NEW ENROLLMENTS ONLY • WWW.MSJANETS.COM

 CHURCH DIRECTORY
New Covenant 

Christian Church
10603 Blackhawk 

281-484-4230
Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

 The Catholic Community of
                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Thomas Puthusseril, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816  Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, 
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, 
widowed.

 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School  9:45 & 11 a.m.
 The Fountain (Contemporary)     5 p.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

Attend the
Church of Your Choice

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

UPDATE

Bui, Au to marry

Thuy and Tuan Bui of South Belt announce the engagement  and upcoming 
marriage of their daughter, Tina Bui, to Timothy Au, son of Tan and Rebecca 
Au, also of South Belt. The bride-to-be is a 2006 J. Frank Dobie High School 
graduate. She graduated from the University of Texas in 2010 with a double 
major (bachelor's in business administration and bachelor's in corporate 
communications with honors) and a minor in management. She currently 
works as a business analyst for Target Corporation in Minneapolis. The 
prospective groom is a 2005 Clear Brook High School graduate. He gradu-
ated from the University of Texas in 2008 with a Bachelor of Science in 
electrical engineering and is currently a systems integrator for Optimation 
Technology in Houston. The couple is planning an early July wedding at 
Annunciation Catholic Church.

Lions Clubs to meet
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club

 Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club will meet Wednesday, 
June 15, at 11:30 a.m. at the Golden Corral at Fuqua and I-45. 
For more information, call Monica Montoya at 281-794-
5531.

Houston Space City Lions Club
 The Houston Space City Lions Club will meet Tuesday, 
June 14, at 7 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway. 
For information, call George Malone at 281-438-7243.

 AARP Chapter 199 meets
 AARP Chapter 199 will meet Friday, June 17, at 10 
a.m. at the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 E. NASA 
Parkway in Seabrook. This month's feature will be musi-
cal entertainment by the Over the Hill Gang, a group of 
instrumentalists and singers. The group's repertoire 
includes gospel, old-time favorites, western, patriotic, and 
seasonal music. The public is always welcome to attend 
this free informative program. Refreshments will be 
served. For general information about the Bay Area 
Community Center or about what AARP Chapter 199 has 
to offer, call 281-326-2955 or e-mail President Carol 
Ledergerber, AARP Chapter 199, at cleder@hotmail.com.

 By 2015, a group of 
high school students will 
graduate with both their 
high school diplomas and 
associate degrees as the 
fi rst class from Pasadena 
Early College High School 
through San Jacinto Col-
lege. 
 The school, recently ap-
proved by the Texas Edu-
cation Agency, opens this 
fall with approximately 
60 incoming high school 
freshmen who will follow a 
four-year curriculum devel-
oped to provide a seamless 
transition from high school 
and elective dual credit 
classes to full integration 
into college-level courses. 
The students will graduate 
their senior year with a Dis-
tinguished Achievement 
Program high school diplo-
ma and an associate degree 
representing the comple-
tion of 60 credit hours at 
San Jacinto College.
 “San Jacinto College 
is very pleased to partner 
with Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District in 
the creation of the early 
college high school,” said 
Jaynie Mitchell, director 
of dual credit and early 
admission at San Jacinto 
College Central. “SJC 
professors are credentialed 
professionals in their cho-
sen fi elds and bring a high 
level of academic integrity 
and commitment to col-
lege-level instruction with 
them into the classroom. 
Students who bring their 
best academic attitude and 
work ethic to the class-
room will excel in the Pas-
adena Early College High 
School environment.”
 Pasadena ECHS will be 
housed in a stand-alone fa-
cility on the Pasadena High 
campus. Students will fol-
low a modifi ed block with 
Friday fl ex days for col-
lege and career-focused 
activities, peer study 
groups, exam preparation, 

extracurricular organiza-
tions, and more. Selection 
process into the early col-
lege high school requires 
specifi ed student and par-
ent guardian information, 
two essay questions, and 
two teacher references. 
 A large percentage of 
the Pasadena High School 
student population is set 
to become fi rst generation 
college students, according 
to Sheri Dennis, PECHS 
coordinator. Through the 
introduction of an early 
college high school, the 
overall goal is to increase 
awareness and promote 
the attainability of higher 
education.
 “Many of our students 
see post-secondary edu-
cation as an unattainable 
dream due to a number of 
factors including family 
responsibilities, fi nancial 
constraints, and limited 
‘college knowledge’ for 
students and their par-
ents,” Dennis said. “We 
recognize that our stu-
dents must be immersed in 
a college/career-focused 
culture from the fi rst day 
they walk through our 
doors in order to be fully 
prepared for success at the 
post-secondary level.”
 Texas is home to more 
than 40 early college 
high school programs, in-
cluding the Clear Hori-
zons Early College High 
School on South campus. 
The schools are designed 
to provide students with 
a chance to earn a high 
school diploma while 
completing two years of 
college at the same time. 
Early college students fare 
better than national aver-
ages in high school gradu-
ation rates, according to 
the Jobs for the Future or-
ganization; the four-year 
graduation rate for early 
college high schools was 
approximately 92 percent 
in 2008.

New early college high 
school opens at PHS

 Tony Melendez may have 
been born without arms, but 
that didn’t stop him from 
dancing, dating, playing the 
guitar and enjoying life to the 
fullest.
 He was born without arms 
in 1962 as a result of his 
mother taking the prescrip-
tion drug, thalidomide.
 Melendez has played 
before millions, including 
Pope John Paul in Los 
Angeles in 1987. After hear-
ing Melendez’s song, the 

Tony Melendez in concert 
at ceremony at St. Luke’s

Pope jumped from his seat, 
and said “I have to kiss him,” 
and then said “Tonee, Tonee, 
truly you are a courageous 
young man. You are hope to 
all of us. My wish for you is 
to continue giving this hope 
to all the people.”
 Melendez will perform at 
the closing ceremony of St. 
Luke’s 35th anniversary on 
Friday, June 17, at 7 p.m. 
There is limited seating left 
to view on the big screen in 
the parish social hall. 

UH-Clear Lake to host free 
school librarian workshop

Dobie says goodbye to retirees

 University of Houston-
Clear Lake School of Edu-
cation will host a one-day 
free seminar for area school 
librarians on Friday, June 17, 
featuring Doug Johnson, a 
nationally recognized expert  
in library advocacy. This pro-
fessional development work-
shop, Facing Our Challenges 
in Positive Ways – Even When 
Our Jobs Are On The Line, 
will address not only prob-
lems facing school libraries 
in the current diffi cult bud-
getary times,  but also posi-
tive steps that can be taken to 
deal with them.
 “School librarians are not a 
luxury,” explains Jane Claes, 
UH-Clear Lake assistant pro-
fessor of literacy, language 
and library science. “They 
are a part of the instructional 
staff that directly impacts stu-
dent learning.” Johnson will 
present both tools and meth-
ods school librarians can use 
to more effectively communi-
cate their essential role.
 Johnson, director of me-
dia and technology for the 
Mankato, Minn., public 
schools and adjunct faculty 
member at Minnesota State 
University, is author of fi ve 
books including The Indis-
pensable Librarian, School 
Libraries Head for the Edge, 
and Machines Are The Easy 
Part; People Are the Hard 

Part.  His long-running col-
umn, Head for the Edge ap-
pears in the trade magazine, 
Library Media Connection, 
and he authors the Blue Skunk 

Blog.
 Johnson has conducted 
workshops and given presen-
tation to more than 130 orga-
nizations, both nationally and 

internationally.
 To register by June 13, 
contact Barbara Kelly by e-
mailing kelleyb@uhcl.edu or 
calling 281-283-3570.

 Contact the parish office 
at 281-481-6816 or e-mail 
stewardship@stlukescatholic 
.com for free tickets. 

Rev. Fred Banda, Interim Minister 
“When the Church Gets it Right”

Kirkwood South Christian Church
Where God Makes Lives Better

10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)
KSCchurch.org
281-481-0004

Sunday School - 9 a.m.
Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.

This Sunday:

Listen to our Minister’s messages at 
www.KSCchurch.org

“HABITAT” HAPPENS!
Youth Events on Fridays - 6:30 p.m.

Jamail is pictured to the left 
congratulating Tella Reyes, 
head custodian for 17 years. 
Below left, auto technology 
teacher Gary Wilkerson 
is being congratulated by 
longtime co-worker auto 
collision repair teacher 
Robert Scarberry.

Dobie High School held a ceremony Thursday, June 
2, honoring its retiring staff members. Photos shown 
clockwise, starting above, are German teacher Heidi 
Lorenz and Dobie Principal Steve Jamail; Jamail and 
business teacher Linda Traylor; Assistant Principal 
Franklin Moses and counselor Andrea Longoria; Jamail 
and English teacher Robert Kruckeberg; and Jamail and  
math teacher Sarah Young. (See related story on Page 1A)

  Photos by Marie Flickinger
 

Left photo: Steve Jamail and Sarah Young; Above photo: Steve 
Jamail and Robert Kruckeberg

 Heidi Lorenz and Steve Jamail

Franklin Moses and Andrea Longoria

Above photo: Tella Reyes and Steve Jamail; Below photo: (left to right) Gary 
Wilkerson, Steve Jamail and Robert Scarberry

Steve Jamail and Linda Traylor
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Celebrate RecoveryCelebrate Recovery
If you have alcohol/chemical addictions, 

relationship issues, sexual issues, marital 
struggles or past hurts, come join us.
We are all recovering from something. 

Sundays at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel

9900 Almeda Genoa • Houston

Life’s Little Blessings Daycare
713-910-0800713-910-0800

Come Party with Us 
After Work

Music & Bowl
Tuesday 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. ONLY $10
3 hours of bowling shoes are included

$3.50 Pitchers of Soft Drink
$5 Pitchers of Beer

Live DJ • Requests Taken
Bring this ad get $1 off!
1 pass per person, per day

Now Under Way
Summer Special

3 Games & Shoes • ONLY $10
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monday - Thursday
$1.50 Hot Dogs - $1.50 Corn Dogs - $1.50 French Fries

10055 Fuqua • Houston
713-944-7100

ARMADILLA
  LANES

Dobie 
Aquatic Science 
classes go fishin’

After completing the Master Angler Program from 
Texas Parks and Wildlife, students from J. Frank 
Dobie’s Aquatic Science classes were able to use the 
skills they learned to catch their own saltwater fish 
at Sea Center Texas in Lake Jackson. The Master 
Angler Program provides students with the skills 
of assembling tackle, learning to cast properly, 
identifying fish in both fresh and saltwater, as well 
as understanding fishing regulations and safety. Sea 
Center Texas is a marine aquarium, fish hatchery 
and nature center operated by the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department. Photos submitted

Michael Lee

Joel Amare Jeisy Villatoro

UPDATE?

 The University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake will offer cer-
tificate courses this summer 
in the legal field/law. Online 
registration is open through 
June 17.
 Participants can prepare 
for careers in fast-growing 
fields of paralegalism through 

Certificate courses offered in the legal field
certificate courses in the legal 
field. Paralegal certificate 
courses teach basic legal con-
cepts including the American 
legal system, terminology 
and ethics.
 Advanced courses build 
upon the basic knowledge 
with classes in specialized fac-

ets of contemporary law. Legal 
secretary, law school prep and 
legal nurse consulting training 
courses prepare students for 
careers in law or medicine and 
train medical professionals for 
careers as legal nurse consul-
tants. Fees cover tuition for 
seven-week courses, exclud-

ing textbooks.
 For more information on 
course fees and schedules or 
to register, visit http://www.
uhcl.edu/camp, call UHCL’s 
Center for Advanced Manage-
ment Programs at 281-283-
3133 or 281-283-3121, or 
e-mail camp@uhcl.edu.

 UH-Clear Lake’s Art 
School for Children and 
Young Adults is accepting 
enrollment for summer class-
es starting June 27 and run-
ning through July 25 with a 
theme of City Architects.
 Elementary-aged students 
will explore the work of art-
ists and city architects and 
their contributions to society. 
They will be introduced to the 
life and work of famous artists 
while expressing their own 
artistic creativity.
 All students from ages 3 ½ 
through high school, includ-

Art school for children, 
young adults registers

ing homeschoolers, receive 
instruction and learn to work 
in multiple art mediums of 
drawing and painting.
 Tuition ranges from $80 to 
$125, depending on class 
selected, location and child’s 
age. Registration can be sub-
mitted in the university’s 
Arbor Building, Room 159, 
Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and Friday, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 For more information, call 
the art school at 281-283-3344 
or visit the website at http://
hsh.uhcl.edu/ASC.

 The University of Houston-
Clear Lake will host an art 
exhibition through July 31 in 
the Bayou Building, Atrium I, 
second level on the campus at 

Art exhibition at UHCL
2700 Bay Area Blvd.
 International printmakers 
from Slovakia and Serbia are 
featured in this unique exhibi-
tion that explores culture, tra-
ditions, fantasy and land-
scapes.
 Biljana Vukovic, who lives 
and works in Belgrade, Serbia, 
expresses her love of land-
scapes in her work that depicts 
the mountains surrounding 
the Studenica monastery.
 Intensely experienced en-
vironments are explored in the 
compositions of Slovakian 
printmaker Katarína Macu-
rová’s work titled Horizons.
 Katarina Zaric’s images 
from her body of work titled 
The Year of the Comet are 
derived from European fairy 
tales and children’s stories.
 The exhibition is open to 
the public, and admission is 
free for all exhibits. For infor-
mation and exhibit hours, call 
281-283-3446 or visit http://
hsh.uhcl.edu/Art_Exhibition.

Let the 
Leader help 
with your 

advertising.

281-481-5656

I-45 at Fuqua • 281-922-5552

• Open 24 Hrs!• Open 24 Hrs!

Everyday  see store for details

3.31.11
3.31.11

Not valid on 
Everyday 

Value Menu

Up to
$8.00

Good at the I-45 at Fuqua Location Only

6.23.11

3.31.113 313 31 13 31 113 31 1131 111 113 31 113 31 113 31 13 31 1133 31 113 31 1113 31 113 31 113 311 1
3.31.11

Good at the I-45 at Fuqua Location Only

Not valid
with any

other offer

6.23.11

2-55522-555222

Good
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED
Read us online at www.southbeltleader.com

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.49
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

OceanOcean
CAR WASHCAR WASH

www.kwikkaronline.com

LUBE & SERVICE
Kwik Kar

11210 Scarsdale
281-484-KWIK(5945)

Mon-Sat 8am-7pm • Sun 9am-5pm

FREE
Full Service

Car Wash

With Full
Service

Oil 
Change

$12 Value!

Car Wash
Club

Unlimited
Washes for 
30 Days

(Ocean Wash 
Package)

Includes vacuum  
& wash

3999
 per vehicle

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
One of the Following

Package Wash!
Choose From:
•Ocean Breeze reg $16.99
•Blue Ocean    reg $21.99
•Ocean Signature reg $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, 

SUVs & Limos
Expires 7/15/11

Not valid with any other offer

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

Not valid with any other offer

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

Summer Day Care 
$100 a week includes all $100 a week includes all 

field trips and karate classesfield trips and karate classes
                 Register      Register      
    Now!    Now!
       Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!    

www.friendswoodteendriving.net

.friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net

.friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net
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Adult Education 2011 Schedule

Class Only $150 or Class & Driving $350

2011 Schedule
Cost is $365 in full or $385 in two payments

Start Dates         Class Times              Days

Call for Information!

 June 16 - July 8    June 16 - July 8 
  8-10 a.m.     4-6 p.m. & 6-8 p.m.
 June 28 - July 20    July 11 - Aug. 1 
  10 a.m.-noon     8-10 a.m.

Scarsdale Dental SmilesScarsdale Dental Smiles
10904 Scarsdale Blvd., #100 • Houston, TX 77089 • 281.464.9440

off your first 
treatment

$20.00 20%Sca
rsd

ale
 Blvd

.

Beamer Rd.

Payment Plans Available

Medicaid, CHIP & Insurance Accepted

In the Food Town Shopping Center

Chu, Truong DDS & Associaltes PLLC

Braces • Teeth Whitening • Children’s Dentistry

Affordable & Quality Affordable & Quality Dental CareDental Care

exam, x-rays &
consultation

C&D Burger Shoppe
Our Burgers are the Original 

“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

   Celebrating Our 30th  Year
   Over 3 Million Sold

We Accept

Hamburger, 
Fries and 

Med. Drink

Specia
l

Specia
l With Coupon

$4.99
281-481-8606 • 10606 Fuqua

NEED A VEHICLE?  KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES?
$250 OFF Sales Price for the Month of June 
(with this ad)

$150 REFERRAL for Sending Someone 
for Month of June   (must call before sending)

Lived in Sagemont area 37 yrs.
Been in the car business for 20 yrs.
Active member of Sagemont Church 
Men’s and Single’s Ministry

Shannon George, Ron Carter Toyota (Scion)
3507 FM 528, Alvin, TX  www.roncartertoyota.com

281-388-8600    713-725-3931

Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-5

281-481-1700281-481-1700

Oil Change 
$19.99

synthetic blend up to 5 qts. + fi lter

State Inspection 
$34.75

Front Wheel Alignment 
$50

I-4
5

*
Scarsdale

Premier 
Kar CareKar Care

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr r
14222 Gulf Frwy. @ Scarsdale

We do COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS!

plus tax 
& oil 

disposal fee

CASAREZCASAREZ
713-947-9153713-947-9153

887 Edgebrook, Houston, TX 77034

Remember to Pray Before You Eat

If you meet me and forget me, you have lost nothing.
If you meet Jesus and forget Him, you have lost everything!

Let Us Let Us 
Cater Your 
Next Event
CC
NN

PISD Cup
Final High School Standings

Dobie  310
Memorial 239
Sam Rayburn  123
South Houston  123
Pasadena   79
Sports included: football, volleyball, team 
tennis, cross country, swimming, basket-
ball, track and fi eld, golf, baseball and 
softball.

PISD Cup
Final Intermediate Standings

Beverly Hills 203.25
Bondy  172.75
Thompson  163.25
Southmore  150.25
San Jacinto  141.50
Queens 130.50
Miller  124.75
Park View 119.75
South Houston    73.75
Jackson    44.75
Sports included: football, volleyball, boys’ 
and girls’ basketball, boys’ and girls’ 
cross country and boys’ and girls’ track 
and fi eld.

PISD Cup titles stay in South Belt
 The PISD Cup cham-
pionships will remain in 
South Belt territory for an-
other year.
 Thanks to strong starts 
and fi nishes by both 
schools, Dobie and Beverly 
Hills claimed the repective 
high school and intermedi-
ate school championships 
for the 2010-2011 academic 
year. 
 Both schools are repeat 
champions, having also 
bagged the awards for the 
2009-2010 academic year.
 Pasadena Independent 
School District Athletic Di-
rector Mike Stephens and 
assistant AD Rodney Chant 
developed the cup program  
prior to the 2008-2009 

10 schools tallied more than 
100 points.
 Yet in the end, the Bears 
were able to hold off Bondy 
for the championship by 
performing consistently 
in each of the boys’ and 
girls’ team sports during the 
course of the school year. 

Region III fi nals. 
 And the Longhorns’ 
scored well by capturing the 
22-5A varsity boys’ track 
and fi eld crown.
 Beverly Hills Interme-
diate found itself in a tight 
race throughout the school 
year as eight of the district’s 

school year as a means to 
reward athletes and teams 
in all group sports for their 
achievements.
 The winners in 2008-
2009 were Memorial High 
School and Bondy Interme-
diate but the Longhorns and 
Bears have reigned since.
 For Dobie, the road to 
this year’s championship 
began with the varsity foot-
ball team winning the 22-
5A title with a perfect 5-0 
record in league play and an 
eventual berth in the bidis-
trict playoffs.
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
soccer and varsity girls’ 
softball teams also contrib-
uted big points with their 
respective marches to the 

The Dobie High School varsity softball program, which reached the Region III fi nals this season, honored 
its team award winners at the season-ending banquet. Those winners included, left to right, Faith Roberts 
(Offensive Player of the Year), Amie Gallant (Defensive Player of the Year), Chezni Critchfi eld (Most Im-
proved Player of the Year), Shannon O’Connor (Most Valuable Player), Shelby O’Brien (Hustlin’ Horn) 
and Kellen Gomez (Most Valuable Senior). Roberts (St. Edwards University), Gallant (Alvin Community 
College), O’Brien (Alvin Community College) and Gomez (University of Texas-Tyler) will play collegiately 
this fall. Critchfi eld (junior-to-be shortstop) and O’Connor (senior-to-be pitcher) will return in 2011-2012 
to lead the Dobie program. There’s much more news involving the Lady Longhorns on Page 2B, including 
the 22-5A all-league selections, the junior varsity season award winners and O’Brien’s collegiate letter of 
intent signing photo.

Region III fi nalist Dobie honors softball players

Almeda Car Wash & Lube
CAR WASH SPECIAL

50% off wash packages Reg. $14.99 & up, 
with coupon $7.50 & up 
713-518-1683713-518-1683

10126 Almeda Genoa Rd.
Gift Certifi cates Available

Mon-Sat 8 am-7 pm
Sun 9 am-6 pm

Co
up

on
Co

up
on

Coupon
Coupon

Chant named Pasadena district athletic director

Longtime Dobie swimming leader Shippey honored
 Former longtime Dobie 
High School aquatics coach  
Dennis Shippey is about to 
join select company as a 
member of the Texas Senior 
Games Hall of Fame class 
of 2011.

 Shippey, who enjoyed 
more than 30 years as the 
Longhorns’ head swimming 
coach, was also one of the 
nation’s top competitive 
swimmers for much of his 
life before retiring from the 

be in all aspects of his life. 
 “I think Dennis exempli-
fi es what the Senior Games 
are all about. 
 “He is an inspiration to 
many, and it’s special to 
see him enter the hall of 
fame. He was embraced by 
the swimming community 
both before and during his 
illness, and I know this is 
a great gesture for a lot of 
folks to experience.”
 Dennis Shippey was 
an all-American swimmer 
in high school, earning a 
scholarship to New Mexi-
co State University. After 
a solid career in college, 
Shippey eventually entered 
the coaching ranks.
 He spent nearly his entire 
coaching career at Dobie 
High School, logging por-
tions of four decades at the 
school. At the time of his re-
tirement, Shippey was one

Continued on Page 6B

 Linda Shippey, who 
for many years handled 
her husband’s  early Alz-
heimer’s care in the family 
home, said what strikes her 
about her husband’s ac-
complishments in the pool 
is the timing of many of his 
achievements.
 “Dennis was always a 
great swimmer, but what is 
remarkable to me is all of 
the top 10 times and records 
he set after he was diag-
nosed,” Linda Shippey said.
 “When he was diagnosed 
in 2001, he said his goal was 
to live life to the fullest and 
to be the very best he could 

 “I can’t think of any-
one more deserving than 
Denny,” Rollins said of his 
pal’s enshrinement. “Denny 
didn’t compete so he could 
place fi rst, second or third.  
 “He just loved to go to 
swim meets and be around 
all of the other athletes. 
Denny simply wanted to 
do his best, and whatever 
that was in terms of a time 
or fi nish, he was pleased 
with.”
 Shippey currently resides 
in a long time care facility 
in the Houston area while in 
the late stages of Alzheim-
er’s. 

top 10 in 18 individual 
events and 13 relays in the 
master’s division.
 Houston area resident 
Bruce Rollins, who fi rst built 
a friendship with Shippey 
when the two attended high 
school in Iowa,  nominated 
his friend, Shippey, for the 
Hall of Fame in 2009.  
 Now, the time has come 
for Shippey to have his spe-
cial moment.
 Shippey and his wife, 
Linda, will join Rollins and 
other close friends Saturday, 
June 11, in College Station 
as Dennis Shippey enters 
the ranks of the greats.

sport in 2008. He was di-
agnosed with Alzheimer’s 
in 2001 and retired from 
coaching shortly thereafter. 
However, the illness could 
not keep Shippey out of the 
pool.
 In 2008 at The Wood-
lands swimming complex, 
Shippey established one 
of the top fi ve times in 
the world in the 50-meter 
breaststroke long course 
event among United States 
Masters Swimming com-
petitors.
 During his career as 
a competitive swimmer, 
Shippey placed within the 

At right, the torch has 
been passed as outgoing 
Pasadena Independent 
School District Athletic 
Director Mike Stephens 
(left in photo) hands 
over the lead role to 
Rodney Chant, who was 
Stephens’ assistant AD 
for the previous three 
school years. Stephens, 
who was Dobie’s varsity 
head football coach un-
til the completion of the 
2003 season, is retiring. 
Chant, who has gained 
PISD board approval, 
will offi cially become the 
district’s athletic direc-
tor when contracts are 
renewed July 31. At this 
time, the district has no 
plans to fi ll the vacant 
assistant athletic direc-
tor role. Read details of 
the move on Page 6B. 

AMERICAN TRANSMISSION AMERICAN TRANSMISSION 
CENTERSCENTERS

10703 Fuqua (I-45 & Fuqua) • Houston, TX 77089

713-944-7212713-944-7212

15% OFF15% OFF
General General 

Auto RepairAuto Repair

FREEFREE
TowingTowing

FREEFREE
External CheckExternal Check

FREEFREE
Diagnostic Diagnostic 

CheckCheck

20% OFF20% OFF
Transmission Transmission 

RepairRepair

"The Company You'll Keep"

RRoy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

Be one of our ★ 1,000’s ★ of satisfied customers!

CLEAR LAKE - 4-2-2 WITH POOL - Beautiful One-Story, Approx. 2,475 Sq. Ft., Open 
Floor Plan.  Updated Wood Floors, Bathrooms, Roof, AC Unit, Appliances.  Huge Living 
With Built-Ins & Fireplace.  Must See!  Won’t Last!  Call Troy.  REDUCED! $179,900.

GREEN TEE - CUSTOM BUILT HOME - W/Fantastic Pool & Spa W/Waterfall.  
Huge Island Kitchen W/Granite Countertops, Spacious Living W/20 Ft. FP, Wood Floors, 
Lg. Gameroom Down, Offi ce W/Built-ins, Master W/Bay Window, Bath W/Separate 
Shower/Whirlpool Tub, Double Driveway & Extra Covered Parking.  $234,900.

BEVERLY HILLS - Recently Updated Flooring, Counter Tops, Carpet, Hardwood Floors 
in Bedrooms, New AC.  Call Tami, 713-628-4157.  REDUCED!  $86,500.

BACK ON MARKET - MOTIVATED SELLER - Scarsdale 3-2-2, Open Concept On 
Large Lot.  Ceramic Tile in Living, Carpet in Bedroom, A/C and Heat Replaced. $79,900, 
Call Judy, 281-703-6309.

NEW LISTING - BEVERLY HILLS - 3 Bedroom, Huge Lot, Plush Car-
pet.  Replaced Appliances, Roof, A/C & Heat, Vinyl Siding, Sprinkler Sys-
tem, and Add-on Gameroom.  A Must See!  $90’s, Call Troy. Priced to Sell!

SAGEMONT - POOL - 4-2-2 W/Ceramic Tile & Laminate Wood Floors.  Pool Resurfaced 
  & Tiled, Great Covered Patio, Both Formals. $124, 900.  Call Tami, 713-628-4157.

A FAMILY OWNED COMPANY YOU CAN TRUSTA FAMILY OWNED COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

Top Agents!

Superior Service!

Personal Attention!

= Positive Results!

= Positive Results!
   Celebrating
   “41” years!

PENDING/SOLDPENDING/SOLD

PENDING/SOLDPENDING/SOLD

F + J Cigars
364-C FM 1959      281-464-3218

Fine Cigars, Pipes, Tobacco

20% OFF 
Premium Cigars
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22-5A Varsity Softball
All-District Selections

Most Valuable Player
Gracie Aguirre, Deer Park

Newcomer of the Year
Caitlin Plochek, Deer Park

Coach of the Year
 Jonathan Garcia, S. Houston

First Team Selections
P  Shannon O’Connor, Dobie

P  Kristen Davenport, Deer Park

C Ariel Morgan, Dobie

C Sydney Aguilar, Memorial

1B Jenna Medina, Dobie

3B Karen Cantu, South Houston

SS Alexis Garcia, Deer Park

Util. Inf.  Natalie Duron, Memorial

OF Kellen Gomez, Dobie

OF Amie Gallant, Dobie

OF Haley Harrison, Deer Park

DH Kirbie Farrell, Deer Park

Flex  Lauren McClary, Memorial

Util. Faith Roberts, Dobie

Util. Inf. Thomasina Garza, S. Rayburn

Open  Selena Reyna, S. Houston
 
Second team selections – P: Kayla 
Calvert, Memorial; P: Amanda Rodriguez, 
South Houston; P: Ashlie Clark, Sam Ray-
burn; C: Courtney Mills, Deer Park; C: 
Dani Jauregui, Sam Rayburn; 1B: Amy 
Smith, Memorial; 2B: Alessandra Man-
rique, Pasadena; 3B: Jessica Garcia, Me-
morial; SS: Chezni Critchfi eld, Dobie; Util. 
Infi elder: Cierra Ramirez, South Houston; 
OF: Brittany Schaefer, Deer Park; OF: 
Andee Turner, Memorial; OF: Mia Marti-
nez, South Houston; OF: Shelby O’Brien, 
Dobie; DH: Mehgan Dodson, Memorial; 
Utility: Marissa Collura, South Houston; 
Utility: Danielle Sosa, Pasadena; Open: 
Derryn Hebert, Deer Park; Open: Olinda 
Molina, South Houston; Open: Haley 
Franklin, Memorial.

Lady Horns’ JV softball awards top performers
Dobie High School junior varsity softball coach Carmela Swinnen (not pictured) named the Lady Long-
horns’ 2011 season top performers during the season-ending banquet. Those winners included, left to 
right, Audrey Medina (Defensive Player of the Year), Jordan Hinojosa (Offensive Player of the Year), 
Jackie Estrada (Most Improved Player of the Year) and Emily Espinosa (Most Valuable Player). Not pic-
tured is Miranda Rodriguez (Hustlin’ Horn).

Dobie softball outfi elder O’Brien to play at Alvin CC

Dobie High School class of 2011 senior Shelby O’Brien (seated cen-
ter), an all-district outfi elder on the Lady Longhorns’ varsity softball 
team, will continue her education and playing career at Alvin Com-
munity College after signing a letter of intent. Those with O’Brien at 
the signing included, left to right, (seated) Jennifer Hightower (Alvin 
head coach), Connie O’Brien (mother), Connie Saldana (grandmoth-
er), (second row) Chris Swinnen (Dobie varsity softball assistant 

coach), Carmela Swinnen (Dobie junior varsity softball coach), 
Natalie Espinosa (cousin), Stevie O’Brien (sister), Donald O’Brien 
(father), (back row) Richard Garcia (youth softball coach), Isidro 
Saldana (grandfather), Mikey Espinosa (cousin), Christina Es-
pinosa (aunt), Mike Espinosa (uncle), Carlos Morgan (youth soft-
ball coach), Robin Rackley (Dobie varsity softball head coach) 
and Steve Jamail (Dobie principal).

Co-champion Dobie lands top players among District 22-5A softball greats
 The Dobie High School 
varsity softball team, which 
sprinted out to a 9-0 record 

in District 22-5A action be-
fore settling for a share of 
fi rst place, was highly tout-

ed as the league’s coaches 
released the 2011 season 
all-district honors.
 Deer Park, which also 
went 9-1 and then defeat-
ed Dobie in a rematch for 
top seeding in the play-
offs, grabbed the two top 
awards.
 Gracie Aguirre of Deer 
Park was named the 22-5A 
Most Valuable Player, while 
teammate Caitlin Plochek 
was the Newcomer of the 
Year.
 South Houston head 
coach Jonathan Garcia 
grabbed 22-5A Coach of 

the Year honors after lead-
ing his team to the playoffs.
 As for Dobie, the even-
tual Region III fi nalist had 
plenty to celebrate as six 
players were named to the 
22-5A fi rst team.
 Among the seniors, 
catcher Ariel Morgan was 
named to the fi rst team after 
a great season at the plate 
both offensively and defen-
sively.
 Morgan, who was a 
three-year member of the 
varsity team, including two 
as the starting catcher, held 
down the No. 5 spot in the 

batting order for much of 
the season and did  a great 
job of handling the Lady 
Longhorns’ pitchers.
 Morgan will now contin-
ue her education and play-
ing career at San Jacinto 
College beginning this fall.
 Teammate Faith Roberts, 
also a fi rst-team pick, began 
her season at fi rst base and 
made the move to third base 
because of an injury.
 Roberts was solid at third 
base, but her best work was 
done at the plate as she led 
the team in home runs and 
was the clean-up hitter all 

season. The three-year var-
sity letterwinner will play 
collegiately at St. Edwards 
University in Austin this 
fall.
 Another fi rst-team selec-
tion, outfi elder Amie Gal-
lant, will play collegiately 
at Alvin Community Col-
lege this fall after a stellar 
senior season.
 Gallant, a three-year var-
sity member saved her best 
work for late in the season. 
She ended the Region III 
semifi nal game by throwing 
out a Katy Taylor runner at 
the plate for the game’s fi -
nal out.
 Kellen Gomez, also a 
three-year letterwinner, was 
named to the fi rst team as 
well. 
 The speedy left-fi elder 
hit lead-off for Dobie, start-
ing many run-scoring in-
nings with hits. Gomez will 
next play collegiately at the 
University of Texas-Tyler.
 Two other players made 
the fi rst team for Dobie, 
including junior Shannon 
O’Connor, who was one 
of the Houston area’s top 
pitchers over the course of 
the season.
 Sophomore Jenna Medi-
na entered the lineup at fi rst 
base when Roberts moved 
to third base, and Medina 
became a fi rst-team, all-22-
5A pick.
 Dobie’s second team se-
lections in the 22-5A ranks 
included senior outfi elder 
Shelby O’Brien and short-
stop Chezni Critchfi eld.

Senior third baseman Faith Roberts hit clean-up for Dobie and also started at third 
base for most of the season. The St. Edwards University signee injured her knee late 
in the season but still led the Lady Horns on a long playoff push.

Dobie senior catcher Ariel Morgan was the 22-5A fi rst team pick behind the plate 
as she came through both offensively and defensively throughout the season. The 
three-year varsity letterwinner will next play at San Jacinto College.

Sophomore fi rst baseman Jenna Medina stepped into 
the starting lineup early in the season at fi rst base and 
went on to earn 22-5A fi rst-team accolades.

Shown above performing their usual pre-inning ritual, 
Dobie outfi elders Kellen Gomez (left) and Amie Gal-
lant later celebrated making the 22-5A fi rst team.

Dobie junior pitcher Shan-
non O’Connor was eas-
ily the district’s top pitcher 
during the Lady Long-
horns’ 9-1 run in league 
play en route to 22-5A fi rst-
team status.

WNBA Washington Mystics happy to land Dobie basketball great Christmas
By: Jeremy Hyman and 

Andrew Rosen
 On April 11, Washing-
ton general manager/head 
coach Trudi Lacey sat in 
the WNBA draft room 
hoping that her second 
round target would con-
tinue to fall to the Mystics 
at  No. 23. 
 Throughout the round, 
Lacey could be heard tell-
ing her staff, “My Girl 
(Karima) Christmas is still 
on the board!” 
 While Lacey waited 
for her turn in the draft, 
Christmas, was fi nding 
another way to occupy her 

time.
 “At the time I was ac-
tually working out, so I 
wasn’t even watching the 
draft. 
 “Me and my other team-
mate (Krystal Thomas)  
were in the weight room, 
and then they came in and 
told me I was drafted, so I 
was excited at that point. 
 “But we just took a vow 
we weren’t going to watch 
it. We were just going see 
how it ended it up.”
 When the pick fi nally 
came up, Lacey dialed the 
WNBA offi ce and grabbed 
Christmas in the second 

round of the draft.
 In just a few short 
weeks, Lacey’s draft hopes 
for her second round pick 
have come to fruition. 
 Through hard work 
both on and off the fl oor, 
the Mystics have found 
a second round gift in 
Christmas.
 “Karima was not a sur-
prise to me,” Lacey said.  
 “I’ve been watching 
Karima for four years. 
That’s one of the reasons I 
picked her. I told her and 
I told her team, I love her 
toughness. I love her ver-
satility.”

 A big reason behind her 
strong start is Christmas’ 
hard work off the fl oor.  
 After arriving in D.C. 
one day after the start of 
training camp due to grad-
uation, Christmas dove 
into the playbook and be-
gan absorbing Lacey’s of-
fensive and defensive sys-
tems. 
 Her ability to adapt 
and quickly pick up the 
schemes allowed Christ-
mas to hit the ground run-
ning.
 This hard work off the 
fl oor proved immediate 
dividends for Christmas 

on the court as in her pre-
season debut, the rookie 
out of Duke University 
fi lled the stat sheet, re-
cording 11 points, four 
rebounds, three assists and 
two blocks in a 60-57 pre-
season win over the New 
York Liberty.
 “I told Karima that she 
was my rock star for the 
day,” said Lacey on Christ-
mas’ play. 
 “She played well. She 
started to feel more com-
fortable, and it was good 
to see.”
 With the preseason 
now over, the Mystics 

have opened the season 
with a loss at Connecticut. 
Christmas had a slow start 
with three turnovers in the 
game, but there will be 
better days.
 After showing no signs 
of jitters in the preseason, 
Christmas is doing her 
best to continue her strong 
performance as this young 
Washington team seeks to 
improve with each game.
 “I’m kind of nervous, 
but the two exhibition 
games helped me prepare,” 
Christmas said prior to the 
season opener. 
 “Playing in my fi rst 

WNBA game is some-
thing exciting, so I’m defi -
nitely going to be nervous, 
but once I get out there, I 
think I’ll be fi ne.”
 While there may be an 
adjustment period with so 
many young new faces on 

the team, Lacey is excited 
about watching her young 
players develop.
 “The more minutes, the 
more experience they get, 
the more they will grow 
and they will be able to 
help us,” Lacey said of her 
Mystics.   
 With the encourage-
ment of her coach and a 
strong work ethic, Christ-
mas is primed for a strong 
season in 2011.
 Note: Christmas was a 
four-year starter at Dobie 
High School and a mem-
ber of the 2003-2004 Lady 
Longhorns’ Region III 

championship team. 
 The combo forward/
guard signed with Duke 
University and was both 
an all-conference and all-
tournament performer in 
the Atlantic Coast Con-
ference during her stay in 
Durham.
 South Belt area fans 
will get a chance to see 
Christmas and her Wash-
ington Mystics teammates 
in action as they take on 
the Atlanta Dream Thurs-
day, June 9, at 6 p.m.  The 
Mystics-Dream matchup 
will be televised live on 
ESPN2. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 9
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – meets the second 
Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. at the Lighthouse Fellowship 
of Friends, 144 Park Avenue in League City. The public is welcome 
and encouraged to bring others to the interdenominational meet-
ing.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American Business 
Women’s Association-South meets on the second Thursday of 
each month at MiMi’s Cafe in the Pearland Town Center, 11200 
Broadway Street, #1600. Lunch is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost 
is $20 and includes networking with professional business women, 
lunch and guest speaker. Women of all ages and occupations are 
invited. Bring plenty of business cards. Reservations are appreci-
ated. Contact Monica Perez at mlynnperez2002@yahoo.com for 
reservations, or visit the Web site at www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.
Al-Anon - Meets every Thursday from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Room 111. For information, call 281-487-8787.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke’s Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 
11011 Hall Road, offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. 
and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of 
the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 281-484-1397 or 
by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays 
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, JUNE 10
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
AARP-South Belt Chapter – The American Association of Retired 
Persons meets the second Friday of each month at the community 
center at El Franco Lee Park on Hall Road.

Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous – The 
ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club in 
Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program 
of hope, healing and recovery for people who grew up in alcoholic 
or dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 281-286-1431.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
6 p.m.

Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the Westminster 
Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Refreshments 
provided. For more information, contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-
5675 or visit www.frontiersquares.com.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved one. 
Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas 
from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more information, call 281-487-8787.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 

held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, JUNE 13
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

9 a.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for 
a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at the IHOP on Fuqua 
from 6 to 9 p.m. All who enjoy the game or want to learn to play are 
invited to join. For more information, call 281-488-2923.

6:30 p.m.
New Directions Singles Club – New Directions Singles support 
meetings are held each Monday at 6:30 p.m. at Webster 
Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway. For further informa-
tion, call Susan at 832-494-5098 or Carolynn 281-340-2354.
Civil Air Patrol Meeting – Weekly at Ellington Field in the Civil Air 
Patrol Building. Call 281-484-1352 and leave a message for more 
information.

7 p.m.
Sagemont Civic Club – Meetings are held the second Monday of 
every month at 7 p.m. at Kirkwood South Christian Church, 10811 
Kirkfair Dr.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every 
Monday from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehab Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a spouse or 
other loved one are invited to participate. For information, call Betty 
Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, JUNE 14
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
CCART – The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers meets 
the second Tuesday of each month, September through May. 
They are held from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Bay Area Community 
Center, 5002 Nasa Parkway in Seabrook near the Landolt Pavilion. 
All Texas retired school employees from all surrounding school 
districts are welcome to attend and join this organization. Annual 
dues are $35.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the Pasadena Town Square Community Room. For more 
information, call 713-946-4237 or 713-941-7158.

10:30 a.m.
Tri-County Republican Women – General meetings are held the 
second Tuesday of every month except June and July at Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Drive in Pearland. A luncheon is 
available. To make reservations, call 281-484-8083.

1 p.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, an old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. 
Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 5 p.m. 204 S. Main, Pasadena. 
For information, call 713-472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Center, 4021 Brookhaven, Pasadena. Visit www.
hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

South Belt area sports news, notes
Dobie boys’ hoops camp

 The Dobie High School boys’ basketball camp will 
be held June 13-16, at Dobie High School. Students en-
tering the third through ninth grades as of the 2011-2012 
school year are eligible to attend the 8:30 to 11 a.m. ses-
sions. The cost is $50 cash or money order prior to the 
camp and $55 the fi rst day of the event. For more infor-
mation, direct e-mail to cwashington@pasadenaisd.org.

Brook softball camp
 Clear Brook High School head softball coach Ash-
ley Pillow will host a youth camp June 14-16 at Lady 
Wolverine Field from 9 a.m. to noon each day.  
 Registration is $75 per participant. Girls entering 
kindergarten through the ninth grade as of the 2011-
2012 school year are eligible to attend. For more in-
formation, direct e-mail to Pillow at apillow@ccisd.
net.

 Brook volleyball camp 
 Clear Brook High School varsity volleyball coach 
Meredith Thompson and her staff will host the 2011 
Lady Wolverines’ youth camp July 25-29 at the 
school. 

 Students entering the fourth through ninth grades 
as of the 2011-2012 school year are eligible to attend. 
To register, visit the volleyball website at www.clear 
brookvolleyball.org.

Luth. South girls’ hoops camp
 Lutheran South Academy girls’ basketball coach 
Trey Senney will host the Pioneers’ camp June 13-
17 at the academy. Girls entering the second through 
ninth grades as of the 2011-2012 school year are eli-
gible to attend. Cost is $100, and the session will run 
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. each day.

LSA boys’ basketball camp
 Lutheran South Academy boys’ basketball coach 
Jeremy Louden will lead the Pioneers’ camp June 20-
24 at the academy. Boys entering the second through 
eighth grades as of the 2011-2012 school year are eli-
gible to attend. Cost is $100, and the session will run 
from 8 to 11:30 a.m. each day.

Lutheran South softball camp
 Lutheran South Academy softball coach Ragan 

Cain will host the Lady Pioneers’ camp June 20-23 
at the academy. Girls entering the fi fth through 12th 
grades as of the 2011-2012 school year are eligible 
to attend. Cost is $75, and the session will run from 9 
a.m. to noon each day.

LSA soccer camp
 Lutheran South Academy soccer coaches Andrea 
Kimble and Jeremy Brumm will host the 2011 camp 
June 13-16 at the academy. Boys and girls entering 
the third through eighth grades as of the 2011-2012 
school year are eligible to attend. Cost is $75, and the 
session will run from 9 to 11 a.m. each day. For details 
of any of the camps, call LSA athletic director Rob 
Psencik at 281-617-5622.

Dobie girls’ hoops camp
 Dobie varsity girls’ basketball head coach Shane 
Brown and his staff will host the 2011 Lady Long-
horns’ Youth Basketball Camp at the school July 11-
13 at the school. Students entering the fourth through 
ninth grades as of the 2011-2012 school year are 
eligible to attend. The cost per student is $55 cash 
or money order, which includes a camp T-shirt. No 
checks will be accepted. The sessions will run from 9 
a.m. to noon. For more information, direct e-mail to 
Brown at rbrown@pasadenaisd.org.

 Dobie youth football camp
 Longhorns’ varsity head football coach Jim Phillips 
and his staff will host the 2011 Dobie youth football 
camp July 11-14 at the school, from 6 to 8 p.m. 

 Students ages six through 12 are eligible to attend. 
The cost is $40 prior to the camp and $50 the day of 
the camp. For more information, call Longhorns’ as-
sisant coach Kenneth Foster at 713-899-2054.

 Brook strength/conditioning
 The Clear Brook High School athletic department 
will conduct voluntary strength and conditioning 
workouts June 15 through July 23, Mondays through 
Thursdays, at the school. Cost is $60 per student. 

 The sessions will run from 7:10 to 8:50 a.m, and 
from 9 to 10:50 a.m. All participating incoming 
freshmen must attend the second session. For more 
information, call assistant coach Brian Broussard at 
bbroussa@ccisd.net.

10-U Classics win May Slugfest 11-U baseball crown

The 10-under Texas Classics select baseball team won fi rst place 
at the Big League Dreams Monsters of May Slugfest 11-under 
tournament. The Classics beat the Kingwood Mustangs in the 
championship game. Members of the team are, left to right, 

(front row) Owen Castillo,  Zack Frias, Eddie Coronado, Julian 
Guarjado, Colten Miller, Albert Castillo, Joey Cortez, Ray Cas-
tro, Gavin Machado, Junior Simeon, (back row) coaches Jeff 
Miller, Joe Castillo, Adrian Cortez and Thomas Coronado.

SBHLL T-Ball Scrappers go unbeaten to title

The Scrappers of the Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League’s T-
ball division won the league championship this season with an 
overall record of 10-0-2. Members of the team are, left to right, 
(front row) Jaime Jimenez, Isaiah Correa, Merrick Huston, 
Joel Quinonez, Ethan Hernandez, Chace Willis, (middle row) 

Jorge Olvera, Jorgan Galvan, Eldon De Anda, Adrian Marrufo, 
Steve Garcia, Ethan Bishop, Evan De Anda, (back row) coaches 
Saul Correa, Anthony Garcia, Russell Bishop and Christy Bish-
op. The Scrappers led from start to fi nish, winning fi rst place in 
the preseason parade fl oat contest.

The South Belt Girls Softball Association’s 8-under 
all-stars captured the championship at the Houston 
Metro Amateur Softball Association tournament in 
Deer Park. The locals lost a game on the fi rst day 
of the tournament but then bounced back to win six 
straight games for the title. To do so, the SBGSA 
all-stars defeated the Deer Park TPS by 10-1 and 

8-1 scores. Members of the team are, left to right, 
(front row) Celeste Salazar, Jasmin Benitez, Leslie 
Longoria, Argelia Garcia, Mickey Reyes, Karisa 
Hernandez, (middle row) Miquela Guajardo, Ashley 
Garcia, Sophia Colmenares, Aliyah Barajas, Felicity 
Soto, Yessenia Pena, Josee Rivas, (back row) coaches 
Charlie Salazar, Mario Barajas and Paul Mauro.

8-under softball all-stars take Metro title

At right, the Mets of 
the Sagemont-Beverly 
Hills Little League’s A 
division were crowned 
league champions after 
going 13-0-1 this sea-
son. Members of the 
team are, left to right, 
(front row) Mikey Tor-
res, Landon Charles, 
Anthony Waguespack, 
Jaydon Carter, Riley 
Mercer, Colby Reed, 
(middle row) Xavier 
Lerma, Xavier Tellez, 
Darius Hale, Morgan 
Pytka, Brian Torres, 
Noah Torres, (back row) 
coaches Alex Lerma, Fe-
lipe Tellez, Juan Torres 
and Hector Torres.

SBHLL Mets
take A crown Recent San Jacinto Col-

lege graduate Lauren Cur-
ley has signed a national 
letter of intent to continue 
her education and volley-
ball career at the University 
of St. Thomas in Houston.
 Curley, a 5-foot, 11-inch 
middle blocker from Co-
rona, Calif., was fourth on 
the team in both kills and 
blocks per set with averages 
of 1.61 and 0.97, respec-
tively. She was named the 

Region XIV player of the 
week for the week of Sept. 
27, 2010.   
 For her San Jac career, 
Curley averaged 1.59 kills 
and 0.85 blocks per set.
 “Lauren is a hard work-
ing, levelheaded player, 
who sees the ‘big picture’ 
very well,” said San Jacinto 
College head coach Sharon 
Nelson, who in her ninth 
year was named the Ameri-
can Volleyball Coaches As-

sociation Southwest Region 
two-time coach of the year. 
“She knows how to focus 
her energy. 
 “Lauren was a steady 
force for us and came up big 
in matches when we really 
needed her in the middle. 
 “Lauren will be greatly 
missed at San Jacinto Col-
lege, but we are excited that 
she will remain close to us 
in Houston at the University 
of St. Thomas.”

San Jacinto VB’s Curley to St. Thomas

Lauren Curley
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Turn those unwanted items in your garage 
and closets into cash! 

Bring your ads into the Leader office by Tuesday, or 
drop them in the mail slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer   281-481-5656

South Belt-Ellington Leader
 The Voice of Community-Minded People

 11555 Beamer           281-481-5656
 E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com        Davy and Marie Flickinger, owners

★★★★★★★★★★★★★

LAWN & GARDEN Leader Reader Ads
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22

Business - 25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Leader Reader Ads
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22

Business - 25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

SERVICE

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 3B

South Belt-Ellington Leader
Leader Reader Ads
25 Words $8 for 1 week
or 25 Words for 3 Weeks $21
no changes, no refunds.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX 77089

After Hours: Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

The South Belt-

Ellington Leader 

urges all readers to 
exercise caution when 

responding to any 
ads where there may 

be an exchange of 
personal information.

281-481-5656

k
karmalennon designs

281-309-7375

REAL ESTATE

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

See More Service Ads 
on page 5B!

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 832-768-6292 •• 281-922-4787 281-922-4787

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY !

Visit us online @ www.southbeltleader.com

HELP WANTED

Need Help Around 
The Offi ce?

Let the Leader advertise your job 
openings! Just bring your ads to our 

offi ce by noon Tuesday or use the 
mail slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer    281-481-5656

South Belt
Graphics & Printing
No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!

Now printing 
small-quantity orders!
Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

COMPUTER REPAIR & WEB SITES
• Personal Web Sites • E-mail Accounts • Webmail Accounts

• Your Own Blog • Web Hosting • Domain Names • Logo Design
• Computer Recycling • Computer Repair 

• Virus Attacks • Software Problems • Data Recovery 
• Hardware Upgrades • Microsoft Certifi ed

elliott@13fl oornetwork.com • 281-772-6927

YARD SAND
Wesson Sand Co., Inc.

Delivered/Picked-Up

Dispatch: 281-431-0609

Locations in Houston, 

Pearland, Texas City,

Missouri City, & 

Richmond-Rosenburg, TX 

Yard Sand & Top Soil

TUESDAY, JUNE 14
2 p.m.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the Beverly Hills 
Community Center, 10201 Kingspoint, from 2 to 4 p.m. For information, call Jeanette 
Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

6:30 p.m.
Green Thumb Series – The Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2 offers 
free evening gardening lectures the second Tuesday of each month at the Bass Pro 
Shops, Hwy. 288 @ the Sam Houston Tollway. Programs will be held from 6:30 to 
9 p.m. Visit the Web site for a list of topics and location at www.hcmgap2.tamu.edu 
or call 281-991-8437.
Clear Lake Toastmasters Club – Meets at the Clear Lake Church of Christ, 938 El 
Dorado Blvd. Call Jerry Tate at 281-481-5417 for information.

7 p.m.
St. Luke's Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 
281-484-1397 or by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Houston Space City Lions Club – Meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway. For more information, 
call George Malone at 281-438-7243.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Tuesdays 
and Sundays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. from 7 to 8 a.m. at 
the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. 
Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2 – Free monthly gardening edu-
cational programs meet on the third Wednesday of each month. The programs are 
at 10 a.m. at Clear Lake Park in the meeting room located at 5001 Nasa Parkway, 
Seabrook (on the south side of the lake). The programs are free and open to the 
public. For information, call 281-991-8437 or visit the Web site at www.hcmgap2.
tamu.edu.

11:30 a.m.
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets at 11:30 a.m. on the first and third 
Wednesday of the month. Meetings are held at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf 
Freeway (Fuqua and I-45). For information, call Monica Montoya at 281-794-5531.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 5 p.m. at First 
Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, Pearland. Visit www.hapson-
line.org for a complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Domestic violence sup-
port group for male survivors meets each Wednesday at 210 S. Walnut off 
NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for information. Participants may join at any time 
as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – The Southeast Houston group meets the 
first and third Wednesday of each month. The group offers support and coping skills 
in a non-threatening environment to adult individuals who have lost a loved one to 
suicide. For information on registration or to obtain a physical address for a location, 
call 713-533-4500 or visit www.crisishotline.org.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Confidential domestic 
violence support group for women meets every week. For information, call 281-
338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturningpoint.com. BATP is located at 210 S. Walnut 
off NASA Parkway between Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis 
hotline is 281-286-2525.

THURSDAY, JUNE 16
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. from 7 to 8 a.m. at 
the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. 
Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from noon to 1 p.m. at 
Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.
Al-Anon - Meets every Thursday from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 111. For information, 
call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (Southeast) Chapter – A social group inter-
ested in the culture, music, heritage and language of the immigrants in early German 
settlements in Texas. Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Visitors are welcome. Call 281-481-1238 for more information.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke's Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 
281-484-1397 or by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

REMODELINGREMODELING
AT YOUR SERVICE!

Baths • Kitchens • Room Additions • Decks Gaze-
boes • Wheelchair Ramps Fences Porches • Interior/
Exterior • Caulking/Painting • Sheetrock • Texture & 
Repairs Ceramic Tile Interior Trim • Windows/Doors 

Replaced • Hardi Board Siding

YOUR IDEAS TO REALITY!

MICHAEL McMILLEN    
832-656-6151
30 Years Homebuilding Experience

BETO’S REMODELING
Painting • Sheetrock • Texture • Pressure Wash • Carpentry 

Roofing • Framing • Wood Fence • Hardy Plank Siding 

Free Estimates
Cell: 832-563-9321 Ask for Beto

• • • • Medical Assistant Needed • • • •
Busy orthopedic surgeon located near Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital.  Must be dependable and quick learner.

Hours M-F 8:00A.M.-5:00 P.M.
Please email resumes with salary requirement to:

posm1@yahoo.com

• We install any brand condensing unit 
for $700 above cost

• No service fees with repairs

• Will install any freon, R-22 or 410A, 
$15 per pound

11667 Sagepark Ln.
Houston, TX  77089
Lic. TACLB 27237E
Over 20 Yrs. Exper.

281-481-9365

Full-Time Teacher & Technology 
Positions Available 

Lutheran South Academy, a Pre-K – 12 Christian private school 
located in SW Houston at Beltway 8 and I-45, has the following 
positions available for the 2011-2012 school year: 

 Middle School Math Teacher- Full Time
 High School Math Teacher – Full Time
 Network Administrator – Windows/Apple Campus
 Technology Integrator – Windows/Apple Campus
 Administrative Assistant – Full Time 

If you are interested in any of these positions, please go to 
www.lutheransouth.org for more information.  The employ-
ment opportunity information can be found by clicking “About 
Us” on the home page.  Detailed instructions on how to apply 
for employment is located on the website.

UPDATE

EXPERT TRIMMING, 
SHAPING, REMOVAL 

& PLANTING
 Licensed & Insured 

Free Estimates

AADDRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

?????

Sandra & Laura Yandell, LLC
“The Sold Team”

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING A HOME…

CALL:
“THE SOLD TEAM!”

 281-464-SOLD (7653)
Re/Max Top Realty

★SAGEMONT - 4 Bedroom, Large Kitchen and Entertainment Areas, 
Huge Cul-de-sac Lot, Updated, Eager Seller!  Reduced!  $104,900!  #HUR
★PEARLAND - Lakes of Highland Glen - Extraordinary Estate Home!  
Lavish 4 Bedroom W/Pool, Gameroom, Media Room, Located on Lake! 
#GLEN
★SAGEMONT - Beautiful 4-2-2 Det. on Fabulous Oversized Lot W/
Pool!  Completely Updated!  Hardwood Floors, Ceramic Tile, Custom 
Cabinets and More!  #HILL 
★BELLA VITA - REDUCED! Stunning 4-3-2 in Gated Over 55 
Community.  Formal Dining, Study W/French Doors, Fabulous Den W/ FP, 
Looks Like a Model Home!  #LAGO 
★PEARLAND - Reduced!  Stunning Custom Estate Home. 3-3-3 W/
Fabulous Pool,  Two Master Bedrooms, Oversized Lot, Gorgeous! #PINE
★SAGEMEADOW - Lovely 4-2-2, Formal Dining, New Carpet, Decorator 
Paint, Den W/FP, Covered Patio! #MOS
★SAGEMEADOW - Lovely 4-2-2, Huge Den With Fireplace, Ceramic 
Tile, Kitchen Opens to Den, No Back Neighbors! #COUNT 
★SAGEGLEN - Phenomenal 5-3.5-3 Det. W/Sparkling Pool! Both 
Formals, Study, Ceramic Tile, Custom Window Treatments, Hardie Siding 
& MORE!  #COU

 BEHIND ON PAYMENTS? 
WANT TO AVOID FORECLOSURE? 

CALL ABOUT OPTIONS! 
OVER 3000 HOMES SOLD - 
LET’S MAKE YOURS NEXT!

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

AUCTION
1991 HYDRA SPORT HIN 
#HSXW8998J091 will be sold at 
public sale on June 9, 2011 at JE 
Burkett Boat and Camper Storage 
at 2922 Hartfield Rd., Pearland, 
Texas for mechanic charges due.  
 6-9
2005 GULF COAST HIN 
#GYM00293F595 will be sold at 
Public Sale on June 9, 2011 at 
Texas Wrecker at 3013 Dupont, 
Pasadena, TX for storage charges 
due. 6-9

AUTOMOTIVE
2004 GMC 3/4-TON EXTENDED 
cab truck, 4 doors, under 50,000 
miles, bed liner and locking cover, 
towing pkg., $14,000.  Call 713-
419-5814 6-9
FOR SALE: ‘84 BLAZER 4X4, not 
running, & ‘93 GMC Safari van, 
needs transmission work. Fix or 
use for parts. Both vehicles for 
$1,500 as is OBO. Please call 
832-526-7269 or email jnr520@
sbcglobal.net for photos. TF

CHILD CARE
PEACHES HOME DAYCARE 
(Southeast area). Accepting appli-
cations for infants/toddlers.  
Summer care enrollment special.  
Registered with Texas Department 
of Family and Protective Service.  
713-805-8566. 6-16

COMPUTER
YOUR FRIENDLY Neighborhood 
computer guy.  New hard drive, 
upgrades, increase memory, wire-
less setup & home networking.  
Complete scan for viruses & 
cleanup, $35.  Hablamos Español.  
713-987-9189. 6-9
Southbelt-Data-Systems - Hard 
Drive Data Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, Suite 

STORAGE
BOATS, RV’s, CARS

• Concrete floors 
•  Electricity •  Water 

25’ stall - $65
30’ stall - $80

713-943-7172
11502 Dumas

120, 281-922-4160. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com. TF

GARAGE SALE
10419 GLENKIRK DR. Fri. & Sat., 
June 10 & 11, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Big 
garage sale with huge deals!  
DVDs, speakers, clothes, cook-
ware, posters, games and more.  
Don’t miss out! 6-9

HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED on 
the job or in an automobile acci-
dent? The company doctor or 
insurance company doctor is not 
your doctor. He works for the  
company. In Texas you get to 
choose your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free con-
sultation. 281-481-1623. I will work 
for you. I have been relieving back 
and neck pain for South Belt fami-
lies for over 30 years. I want to be 
your chiropractor. TF

HELP WANTED
OWNER OPERATORS WANTED!  
Home daily, great pay rates. Bulk 
tanker/end dump. 281-693-4587.  
 6-9
DRIVERS: 11 dedicated runs 
avail. now!  Great pay & great 
benefits!  CDL-A w/X-end, TWIC 
card & 1 yr. exp. req.  Martin 
Transport, 1-866-823-0344. 6-9

HOUSE CLEANING
TIRED? BUSY? LEAVE THE 
cleaning to me! In business 3+ 
years.  Flexible schedule.  Great 
references!  Angela, 832-584-
4773. 6-23

MISCELLANEOUS
GREAT PLANT SALE!  9703 
Santa Monica Blvd., Sat. June 11, 
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  Great prices, 
exotics and natives.  281-221-
9343. 6-9
FOR SALE: CHARCOAL GRILL, 
16” x 16” x approx. 42” high. Made 
out of 1/2 of 16” pipe. Great for 
fajitas, $60.00.  281-481-3034.  
 6-16

REAL ESTATE
HOUSE FOR RENT: 3-2-2, 
Kirkmont, nice area. P.I.S.D., large 
back lawn area.  Rent $1,200/mo. 
or negotiable, deposit.  Contact Dr. 
Sankar, 832-515-8373, or Lona 
Jean, 713-540-6021. 6-9
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 10219 
Fonville at Kingspoint. Just reduced!  
Open house Sun., June 12, 1-4 
p.m. Stove, refrigerator, washer, 
dryer, and lawn mower new and 
stay.  See to appreciate.  
 6-9
HOUSE FOR LEASE: Beverly 
Hills, 3-1.5-1, clean, cute, freshly 
painted, tile and wood floors, refrig-
erator included.  Fenced yard, 
P.I.S.D.  Call 832-224-4966 or 713-
569-3401. 6-23

SERVICE
TYLER’S POOL SERVICE. Years 
of experience, pool inspections for 
home buyers. Filter & motor. 832-
671-3632. DRAIN & CLEAN. 6-9
BARBARA’S PET SITTING.  
References, South Belt area.  713-
910-0432. 6-23

PATENTED ANTI-AGING & ener-
gy complex. Immune system 
booster. Guaranteed weight loss 
program. Patent-pending energy 
mix without caffeine. Tim 310-303-
9656. TF
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $22
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Advertise
in the

Leader
Today!

MPL-19638
Commercial  •  Industrial  •  Residential

Sewer & Drain Cleaning, Emergency Water Leak Repairs, 
Toilet  Repair or Replacement, Garbage Disposal Installation, 

Backflow Certification & Repair, Gas Testing, 
Water Heater Repair or Replacement 

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  A/C 

CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 8069

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

BOOKKEEPING

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill
MPL#20628

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Repairs

Additions • Pool Fill-ins • Etc.
WE ARE INSURED

Office 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us
We also do hauling.

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

Since 1983
Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels

 ★ CERAMIC TILE ★ TUB & SHOWER
 ★ WOOD FLOORS    CONVERSIONS
 ★ GRANITE ★ MEET ADA STANDARDS
 ★ CULTURED MARBLE ★ SAFETY GRIP BARS
 ★ PLUMBING ★ COMPLETE REMODELS

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates

281-481-1022
281-235-8073

★★★★★

★★★★★

See

Additional 

SERVICE

Ads on

Page 4B

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Pressure Washing

• Hardy Plank Installation
• Fencing

References Available
Free Estimates

281-773-3991 • 281-481-0428

Marcus Gonzales 
Construction

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed 

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

              
• Room Additions • Concrete Drives 
• Decks • Patios • Kitchen & Bath 
• Home Maintenance • Floorings 

 •Hardy Board • 
All “Honey Do’s” list

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley
’76 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Great
 Prices!

281-481-9683

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

Get your 
LOCAL NEWS 

FIRST!
Visit us

online at: 
www.southbeltleader.com

FACTORY 
REBATE 

UP TO $1,200

TACLB4351C

Hayden Cooling & 
Heating, Inc.

281-481-3914
 – We Service All Brands –

 FREE
 • Estimates on Equipment
 • Second Opinions

12 MONTHS 
Interest Free! 

*ask about $1500
federal tax credit!

W.A.C.

Primary Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Complete Plumbing  •  Repair Service  •  Jet Out Sewers

713-643-7228
ML 17449

Se Habla Espanol
All Major Credit Cards Accepted ~

DECK TECH FENCES
www.DeckTechFences.com

832-297-3339
99% of our fences withstood Hurricane Ike

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

713-530-0833
Located in the South Belt area  

J.R. Gibbs, Owner           TECL# 19197

Lighthouse Electric

STERLING ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Providing All Your Commercial &
Residential Electrical Needs

713-591-4751
sterlingelectrician.com

24 HOUR SERVICE • LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #27247

Houston, Sagemont and the World!

XComplete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Repair &
Servicing

★ Best Service 

★Best Price

• All Brands
• 35 Years Sears Exp.

281-286-0906

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR / INTERIOR
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

    REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

 TECL# 2567

Master Electrician - Call Joe @
713-302-5742

6

Reyes Galvan • 832-668-6999 • License # J-41830

Termite & Pest Control
• Roaches • Rats • Mice • Spiders

• Ants • Fleas • Termites • Silverfish

 

 

TERMITE SPECIALIST

ANY SEASON
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

(281) 484-6740

10% Discount 
on first time pest control service 

with this coupon

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

CAVAZOS
PLUMBING

Serving & Saving Your Community
for 18 Years

Roland Cavazos
281-685-4805 • 281-692-1684

MPL #18439

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT

281-922-5665

Someone you can trust  •  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s A/C Checkup Time!
Call Now for Appointment!

Have you received a letter about a “special” or “exclusive offer” or “only we can offer you this deal?”
If so DON’T SIGN ANYTHING! Call us, fi nd out the truth. Most likely we’ll save you even more!

TACLB002755C

Heating & Air
Conditioning

713-649-2665
www.coolaidservices.com

35 Years South Belt Resident               TACLB 28564E

CLEARANCE
Scratch-and-Dent 

SALE
Call for prices 
and availability

Airstream
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Cooling and Ductwork Specials
Call for a free estimate

Lic.TACL23730E
www.airstream-acservice.com

Call 281-481-6308

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

• SHEET ROCK • ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

BATHROOM REMODELING
WATER DAMAGE REPAIR

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

NOW INSTALLING: 
GRANITE, SILESTONE, QUARTZ, 

MARBLE & POLYSTONE

JIM GREEN REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Cabinets • Patio Covers • Doors • Trim • Etc.

Serving South Belt for 30 Years
281-642-4340      Free Estimates

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

Call for A/C Check Up                           

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351

GET IT TODAY!

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

www.southbeltairandheat.com

JAKE’S 
PEST CONTROL

281-438-5363

FLEAS • TICKS 
MOSQUITOS • ANTS 

SPIDERS • TERMITES

FREE ESTIMATES
FAMILY OWNED

LICENSED AND INSURED
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Junior Division
Team  W  L  T 

Phillies            10 1 0

Padres   8  2 0

Marlins   5          5          0 

Reds 5 4  1

Astros   3  6          1 

Mets   3          8          0

Red Sox  1 9 0

 Major Division
Team  W  L  T 

Astros            19 4 0

Diamondbacks         17 4 1

Braves           16 5 2

Cubs                        13            9  1

Rangers                  11            12  0

Orioles           7           15 1

Marlins           5           17 1 

Phillies           6           16 1

Cardinals           5           17 1

AAA Division
Team  W  L  T 

Orioles            15 1 0  

Astros             12 4 0

Phillies  4        10 1

Rangers             4        11 1 

Diamondbacks 3        12 0

AA Division
Team  W  L  T 

Cardinals           11 3 1

Cubs    8 7 0

Athletics  5 8 2 

Astros   4        10 1 

A Division
Team  W  L  T 

Mets           13 0 1

Mud Cats          11 2 1

Hooks           11 3 0

Bulls             8           5 1

Express            8           6 0

River Dogs            7 6 1  

Raptors            7           6 1

Muck Dogs            7 6          1

Scrappers            7 7 0 

Owlz                        3         10 1

Storm             2         11 1

Blue Claws            1         12 1

Thunder            1         12 1

T-Ball Division
Team  W  L  T 

Scrappers           10 0 2 

Hooks                     8 2 2 

Express            7 3 2

Raptors            6 5 0

River Dogs            5 6 0

Red Wings            5 6 1

Thunder                     4 5 3

Rattlers            3 8 1

Storm             3 8 0

Hot Rods            1 9 1

SBHLL Final Standings

Mike Stephens (center), who fi rst was an assistant varsity football coach 
and then the Longhorns’ head football coach before becoming the Pasadena 
Independent School District’s athletic director in 2004, chats with Dobie 
principal Steve Jamail (left) and current JFD head coach Jim Phillips dur-
ing Stephens’ retirement celebration at Phillips Field House.

Photo by Debbie Flowers

AD Stephens celebrates retirement

Chant ready for challenges as Pasadena ISD’s new athletic director
letics administration, says 
Chant will thrive in his new 
role.
 “I can see Rodney stay-
ing as long as he wants to,” 
Stephens said. “Sometimes 

the time comes to bring in 
some younger people, and 
Rodney is one of those 
pieces of the next move-
ment forward.
 “Rodney has the techni-

cal skills and the attention 
to detail. He expects a lot of 
himself and of those around 
him. Rodney will accept 
those challenges, adapt and 
do a very good job.”

 After three years of 
learning the ropes as the top 
assisant in the Pasadena In-
dependent School District’s 
athletic offi ce, Rodney 
Chant feels well-prepared 
to assume his new role as 
PISD’s Athletic Director.
 Chant is succeeding 
Mike Stephens, who will 
offi cially retire in July.
 Chant gained PISD 
school board approval for 
the role last month and has 
since been preparing for the 
change-over when Stephens 
packs his fi nal bix sometime 
late next month. 
 While Stephens and his 
predecessor, Dick Nance, 
were near the end of their 
long careers in athletics 
when they were appointed 
athletic director for what 
turned out to be respective 
three-year stays, Chant just 
may stay a long while.
 At 39, Chant is one of the 

youngest athletic directors 
in the state. He previously 
held coaching positions 
at the intermediate, small 
high school and large high 
school levels, but jumped 
at the chance to apply for 
the assistant athletic direc-
tor’s role in PISD during 
the spring of the 2007-2008 
school year. 
 Prior to taking a role in 
the athletic offi ce, Chant 
had been a member of the 
Memorial High School 
football coaching staff un-
der head coach John Snel-
son.
 “I had previously applied 
for (football) head coach-
ing/athletic coordinator jobs 
but had gotten passed over 
or just wasn’t in the right 
place at the right time,” 
Chant said of his relatively 
early exit from the coaching 
ranks. 
 “It just didn’t work out 

for me in the coaching fi eld 
but when the opportunity 
came to have a shot at the 
assistant AD role here, ev-
erything seemed to fall into 
place.”
 And things have gone 
relatively smoothly over the 
past three years as Chant 
has worked with Stephens 
in overseeing the growth 
of the overall athletics pro-
gram in the district, from 
the intermediate level on 
up. 
 Chant said he and Ste-
phens share many of the 
same visions, having come 
from small-town programs 
as young athletes. 
 The two formed an idea 
of what it takes to achieve 
optimum success at the high 
school level. 
 “Mike and I have always 
believed that in order for 
the high schools to achieve 
at their highest levels, there 
has to be strong interme-
diate programs in place,” 
Chant said. 
 “We have 10 intermedi-
ate schools in our district, 
and right now, almost all 
of them are performing at a 
high rate in athletics. 
 “That’s a credit to the 
coaching staffs and the ad-
ministrative support our 
young athletes have, and we 
have also developed some 
programs to help these 
young athletes feel a part 
of their schools’ success. So 
far, it’s worked out great.”
 One of those programs 

have been the development 
of the PISD Cup, which 
separately rewards high 
school and intermediate lev-
el athletic programs points 
based on their performance 
in each of the team sports. 
 This school year, Dobie 
and Beverly Hills repeated 
as the high school and inter-
mediate school champions, 
but the competititions were 
tight across the board. 
 At the intermediate level, 
eight of the district’s 10 
schools tallied more than 
100 points in the standings 
(see Page 1B). 
 Chant said the growth at 
the lower levels has certain-
ly been seen.
 “To see all of the schools 
doing well is great, par-
ticularly at the intermediate 
level,” Chant said. 
 “More important than 
anything is that these young 

athletes are learning the fun-
damentals of the respective 
sports and the importance 
of teamwork. 
 Also, whether they play 
for the A team or the B team, 
their performance is impor-
tant. All of those things can 
carry over well to the high 
school level, and that’s what 
all of us want to see.”
 As for his fi rst full school 
year on the job, which will 
be 2011-2012, Chant will 
certainly have to make some 
adjustments on the fl y. 
 A tight budget has 
eliminated the role of as-
sistant athletic director for 
the foreseeable future, and 
Chant will have to rely on 
his capable support staff for 
assistance.
 The PISD athletic offi ce 
includes a handful of em-
ployees who have for years 
handled the behind-the-

scenes details. Chant will 
rely on those folks more 
than ever, and there will 
also be staffers added at the 
district’s various athletic fa-
cilities. 
 As for the schools, Chant 
is happy to know there are 
capable coaches across the 
board, and that the campus 
ADs at each of the fi ve high 
schools are open to help.
 “We have a great system 
in place, and it’s just going 
to run a little tighter,” Chant 
said. 
 “It’s going to be diffi cult 
for me to be everywhere at 
once as the AD but we will 
fi gure out how best to pro-
vide the support our athletes 
and programs need. We’re 
working on those thoughts 
now.”
 Stephens, who is retiring 
after a long and successful 
career in coaching and ath-

Shippey to receive Hall honor
Continued from Page 1B
of the longest tenured fac-
ulty members at the school.  
 Now, in retirement, 
Shippey continues to re-
ceive the accolades he has 
so richly deserved. 
 Both Shippey’s wife and 
Rollins say the master’s 
swimming community em-
braced Shippey before and 
during his illness.
 In fact, it was Rollins 
who agreed to travel with 
Shippey to the various state-
wide and national events the 

two planned to take part in. 
It wasn’t always easy, but 
there were also plenty of 
laughs and many long-last-
ing stories to tell.
 “Denny could not always 
remember the distance of 
the event, what lane assign-
ment he had or when it was 
time to race,” Rollins said. 
“But we as a swimming 
community embraced him. 
We would stand at the end 
of the pool and tell him to 
swim another lap or to stop, 
or we would remind him 

what stroke was required. 
He has always been terrifi c 
in each of the swimming 
strokes, and that’s why his 
accomplishments will en-
dure. I couldn’t think of 
anyone I would rather share 
this moment with.”
 And as Linda Shippey 
prepares to take her hus-
band to a Hall of Fame in-
duction ceremony, she can 
take comfort in many things 
– the biggest being her hus-
band living his life to the 
fullest.

SBHLL board meets June 22
 The Sagemont-Beverly 
Hills Little League board 
will host its monthly meet-
ing Wednesday, June 22, at 

the Kirkmont MUD Build-
ing, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
For more details, see visit 
eteamz.com/sbhll.


