
Graduation issue planned
 The Leader’s high school special edition 
will be published June 7. It will feature gradu-
ation information for Dobie, Clear Brook and 
South Houston high schools and Lutheran 
South Academy.
 To honor a candidate with a personalized 
ad, call the Leader at 281-481-5656 or email 
mynews@southbeltleader.com.The deadline 
is 3 p.m. Thursday, May 31.

Lariaette spring show set
 J. Frank Dobie Lariaette Spring Show will 
be held May 3, 4 and 5 at 7 p.m. in the Dobie 
High School auditorium. Admission is $10, 
and tickets can be purchased at the door.

STAAR tutoring at Dobie
 Dobie EOC/STAAR Blitz for ninth-graders 
will be held Saturday, May 5, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Dobie High School. Breakfast 
will be provided. Principals will grill burgers 
for students who attend the tutorial sessions. 
There will be a pep rally and a drawing for 
prizes. Transportation will be provided to and 
from the nearest elementary schools.

Kindergarten roundup set
 Residents of the South Belt Elementary at-
tendance zone with a child who will be 5 years 
old on or before Sept. 1, should attend the 
school’s kindergarten roundup Friday, May 
11, at 11:30 a.m.
 Parents will receive information about the 
campus, registration requirements, dress code 
and the kindergarten program. Students can 
meet the teachers, visit the classrooms and 
enjoy a snack. For more information, call 713-
740-5276.

Church sets annual bazaar
 On Saturday, May 5, and Sunday, May 6, 
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church will hold 
its annual bazaar. This year’s theme is a Cinco 
de Mayo Festival. Festivities will be Saturday 
at 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. Saturday evening, a 
dance will be held from 7 p.m. to midnight in 
Francesca Hall with food, beverage and live 
music. On Sunday, the festival will be from 10 
a.m. until 6 p.m.
 There will be activities and fun for family, 
both indoors and out, rain or shine. Bazaar ac-
tivities include Bingo, Trash-n-Treasure, Arts-
n-Crafts, rides and kid games, food, drinks 
and live music. For more information, call the 
church office at 713-946-5768.

Athletics physicals scheduled
 Students from Melillo Middle School and 
Thompson Intermediate will be able to obtain 
athletics physicals on Tuesday, May 8, on both 
campuses. Dr. John Kirkwood and his associ-
ates will perform the physicals for $20.
 All students planning to participate in ath-
letics for the 2012-2013 academic year must 
have an up-to-date physical on fi le at their re-
spective school before being allowed to partic-
pate.

South Belt carnival May 12
 South Belt Elementary’s first Spring Fling 
Carnival will be Saturday, May 12, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Attractions include a rock wall, 
dunking booth, inflatables, and other carnival 
games and prizes. Enjoy hot dogs, nachos, 
cotton candy and snow cones. Vendor booths 
are available for $50. Contact Yvonnemoorer@
hotmail.com for information.

Catholic Daughters meet
 Catholic Daughters will meet in St. Luke 
the Evangelist social hall, 11011 Hall Road, 
Tuesday, May 8, (not Sunday, May 13, as stat-
ed in the church bulletin) at 6:45 p.m. and will 
begin with a light supper followed by a busi-
ness meeting. All South Belt Catholic women 
are invited.
 The court will conclude the Socks and 
Wipes drive for the military. All are encour-
aged to bring tube socks (white preferred) and 
individually wrapped wipes to the meeting. 
Tickets will be available for the annual games 
party set for Wednesday, July 11.

Genealogy group meets
 The Parker Williams Genealogy Group will 
meet Monday, May 7, at 2 p.m., at the library. 
Those interested in researching their fam-
ily tree are invited to attend (beginner to ad-
vanced). Meetings are free. This is an informal 
group that meets the first and third Mondays to 
discuss tracing one’s family tree.

St. Luke’s hosts dance
 The Guadalupana Association of St. Luke’s 
Catholic Church, 11011 Hall Road, will hold a 
family dance on Saturday, May 5, from 8 p.m. 
to midnight in the social hall. The event will 
help raise funds for scholarships.Tickets are 
$5 each. Entertainment will be by disc jockey 
Fire & Ice. Tickets may be purchased at the 
dance. No alcoholic beverages are allowed.

Community garage sale set
 Sageglen, Meadows of Clear Creek and 
Estates of Green Tee will hold a community-
wide garage sale May 4 and 5 beginning at 7 
a.m.
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Pct. 2 Constable race gets in full gear
 With the May 29 primary elections getting 
closer, the race to replace Gary Freeman as Har-
ris County Precinct 2 Constable is heating up.
 This year’s election will mark the fi rst time in 
24 years the seat will be open, as Freeman, who 
has held the seat since 1988, is retiring.
 Fourteen candidates (10 Democrats and four 
Republicans) have fi led to run for the position, 
most of whom have some degree of police expe-
rience.
 Democrats running include Zerick Guinn, 
Lee Hernandez, Christopher Diaz, Joe Martinez, 
Jeffrey Freeman, Harry Zamora, Ruben Loreto, 
Daniel Vela, Danny Avalos and Victor L. Archer, 
Sr.
 Republicans who have fi led to run include Ed-
ward P. Rios, Joe Alanis, Chris McDonald and 
Tom Boone.
 Guinn, a South Belt resident, became a depu-
ty constable in 1996 and currently serves as ser-
geant of the local South Belt patrol.
 Hernandez has served as a police offi cer since 

1991, working for the Harris County Sheriff’s 
offi ce, Harris County Precinct 1 Constable’s of-
fi ce, the New Orleans Police Department, the 
Shoreacres Police Department and the METRO 
Transit Police Department.
 Diaz has worked as both a city coucilmember 
and mayor for Jacinto City and currently serves 
as a reserve deputy under Harris County Precinct 
3 Constable Ken Jones.
 Martinez has worked as a deputy for the Har-
ris County Precinct 1 Constable’s offi ce for the 
past 17 years.
 Zamora has served as a Houston Police offi cer 
for 31 years.
 Loreto has 16 years of law enforcement ex-
perience, having worked for the Webb County 
Sheriff’s offi ce, the Webb County Precinct 4 
Constable’s offi ce and the Harris County Pre-
cinct 6 Constable’s offi ce.
 Vela, who unsuccessfully challenged Freeman 
in 2008, worked in the petrochemical fi eld and 
retired with more than 24 years of service. He 

has served as a volunteer fi refi ghter with the Pas-
adena Volunteer Fire Department for more than 
20 years and currently serves as a police offi cer 
and the fi re marshal for the City of Shoreacres, 
where he has been employed for 10 years.
 The professional experience of Freeman, Ava-
los and Archer was not immediately available at 
press time.
 Rios, a licensed minister, has served as a dep-
uty for the Harris County Precinct 1 Constable’s 
offi ce since 2006.
 Alanis, a resident of Riverstone Ranch and 
a member of St. Luke’s church, has served as a 
deputy for the Harris County Precinct 6 Consta-

ble’s offi ce for more than 15 years.
 McDonald, a Dobie graduate and South Belt 
resident, has 20 years of law enforcement expe-
rience and currently serves as a police lieutenant 
for the City of Baytown.
 Boone, a former U.S. Army captain, began his 
career in law enforcement in 1987 working for 
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice before 
starting his current job as a deputy for the Harris 
County Precinct 8 Constable’s offi ce in 1992.
 The winners from each primary will face each 
other in the general election in November.
 See next week’s Leader for a candidate ques-
tionnaire.

  The Southeast Volunteer Fire Department’s 
annual South Belt Spectacular Cookoff is set to 
take place Thursday, May 3, through Sunday, 
May 6, at El Franco Lee Park, located at 9400 
Hall Road.
 Now in its16th year, the event is the lone fund-
raiser for the annual South Belt Fourth of July 
fi reworks display.
 Cooking teams will compete for best brisket, 
ribs, chicken, chili, beans and chef’s choice. Con-
trary to an earlier Leader article, there will not be 
a margarita competition at this year’s event.
 Friday’s festivities will be geared more for 
adults, and Saturday’s activities will cater more 
to children and families.
 While Thursday and Sunday will be reserved 
solely for cooking participants, Friday and Satur-
day will be open to the whole community.
 Friday’s entertainment will start at 4 p.m. with 
open karaoke. Live music will follow from 8 p.m. 
to midnight with a performance by country and 
western band Chips on the Trail.
 Saturday’s festivities will begin at 10 a.m. with 
a disc jockey and children’s activities, including 
a digital game truck, rock climb, moonwalk, in-
fl atable slides and obstacle course.
 The San Jacinto College Cosmetology Club 
will do hair braiding, face painting and henna art 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and the Sagemont Church 

Clown Ministry and Gabby the Clown will pro-
vide entertainment from 2 to 4 p.m.
 Saturday’s karaoke competitions will be held 
from noon to 1 p.m. and from 2 to 3 p.m. Contes-
tants will be grouped into three age groups: 8-12, 
13-17 and 18 years and up, with trophies being 
awarded to winners in each category.
 The Dance Tree Cheer teams will perform 
from 3 to 3:30 p.m.
 The Beverly Hills Intermediate Jazz Band will 
perform from 3:30 to 4 p.m., to be followed by 
the Thompson Intermediate orchestra from 4 to 5 
p.m. and the Beverly Hills Intermediate orches-
tra from 5 to 6 p.m.
 A live auction, raffl e drawing and awards pre-
sentation will take place Saturday at 6 p.m.
 Rene Hinojosa and the Texas Heat band will 
perform their style of country, rock, blues and 
Tejano music from 7 to 9 p.m.
 A second band will perform Saturday from 9 
to 11 p.m.
 Parking will be available at Dobie High School 
with a shuttle service running both Friday and 
Saturday from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.
 No outside alcohol will be allowed.
 Admission is $5. Children 12 and under will 
be admitted free.
 For more information, visit www.south-
beltspectacular.com.

Annual cookoff set for May 3-6

 Dinh dons
old Leaders 
at fashion 

show

 On Saturday, April 28, Dobie 
senior Daisy Duyen Dinh, a stu-
dent of art teacher Stephanie 
Patrisso, was chosen as one of only 
20 students from the Greater 
Houston area to have her “Recycled 
Newspaper Hi-Low Couture Prom 
Dress” shown at this year’s 
Contemporary Arts Museum 
Houston Teen Fashion Show. The 
theme was Reused, Remade and 
Recycled Fashion. She personally 
designed, constructed and mod-
eled the dress, made in large part 
from old Leader issues.
                             Photo submitted

Genoa UMC celebrates 118 years

 Genoa United Methodist Church, 12501 Palmsprings, will celebrate its 118th anniversary 
and the dedication of its Texas Historical Marker Sunday, May 6. Founded in the spring 
of 1894, the historic church has gone through many incarnations over the years. While 
the township of Genoa was annexed by the City of Houston during the mid-1960s, the 
area church has helped retain a sense of community by hosting various local events. See 
related story on Page 2A.                                                                          Photo submitted

  Houston City Councilmember Mike Sullivan 
will host a hurricane preparedness town hall 
meeting Monday, May 7, in the Garden Room 
at the University of Houston-Clear Lake, 2700 
Bay Area Blvd., from 6 to 7:30 p.m. The Garden 
Room is located in the Bayou Building.
 While much of the South Belt community 
now falls within Councilmember Wanda Adams’ 
District D, the meeting will be helpful to all area 
residents, as emergency and evacuation plans 
will be discussed by various agencies.
 With the 2012 hurricane season beginning 
June 1, Sullivan wants to ensure that essential 
hurricane preparedness information is available 
to his constituency.
 The Texas Department of Transportation, Har-
ris County’s Offi ce of Emergency Management, 

the City of Houston’s Public Works and Engi-
neering Department, Solid Waste Management 
Department and Offi ce of Emergency Manage-
ment, the United Way and Transtar will give brief 
presentations on their 2012 contingency plan for 
the Greater Houston area.
 Sullivan has gained fi rsthand knowledge of 
operations while working alongside former 
Mayor Bill White and Judge Ed Emmett during 
Hurricane Ike.
 “Every year we learn and make improvements 
to our operations,” Sullivan said. “It is impor-
tant to me that my constituents be armed with 
the tools they need to prepare for this hurricane 
season.”
 For information, contact Sullivan’s offi ce at 
832-393-3008 or at districte@houstontx.gov.

Hurricane town hall scheduled

  Early voting for the May 12 Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District board election is under 
way and will continue through Tuesday, May 8. 
Three seats are up for election, including District 
4, District 5 and the At-Large Position A. The 
District 4 seat is currently held by Page Rander, 
the District 5 seat is currently held by Board of 
Trustee President Dee Scott, and the At-Large 
position is currently held by Charlie Pond. Alan 
D. Benjamin has fi led to challenge Rander, By-
ran C. Schneider has fi led to challenge Scott, and 
Amr Abouleish has fi led to challenge Pond. For 
more information, visit www.ccisd.net.

CCISD voting begins

   Two separate stories involving crimes at Pasa-
dena Independent School District campuses 
made citywide headlines this past week.

Offi cer shoots student suspect
 At approximately 12:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 1, 
a PISD police offi cer responded to an intruder 
alarm on the campus of Miller Intermediate, 
1002 Fairmont Parkway.
 The alarm indicated a break-in of one of the 
portable buildings on the Miller campus.
 The offi cer reached the scene at approximate-
ly 12:45 a.m. and observed that an individual 
was inside the portable building. The offi cer im-
mediately called for additional police assistance. 
Shortly thereafter, before the arrival of backup 
help, an individual emerged from the building, 
noted the offi cer’s presence and tried to fl ee the 
scene.
 Preliminary reports indicate that the individ-
ual was instructed by the offi cer to stop. Subse-
quently, the offi cer fi red one shot, striking the 
individual in the chest.
 An immediate request was made for medi-
cal assistance. The individual was subsequently 
transported by medical helicopter to Memorial 
Hermann Hospital in Houston, where he is re-
ported to be in critical but stable condition with a 

gunshot wound to the upper right chest.
 The individual was identifi ed as a 14-year-
old male who attends Miller Intermediate as an 
eighth-grade student.
 He was in possession of a backpack, the con-
tents of which indicated that a burglary of the 
portable building had taken place.
 A burglary investigation of the incident is 
ongoing with the PISD Police Department. The 
shooting is being investigated by the City of Pas-

Continued on Page 2A

PISD police, students make headlines

  The Harris County Precinct 2 Constable’s of-
fi ce conducted a warrant sweep in the South Belt 
area during the early hours of Saturday, April 
21.
 In the fi rst three hours, warrant detectives and 
deputies arrested six individuals for outstanding 
criminal warrants out of Judge Jo Ann Delgado’s 
court. These arrests consisted of charges ranging 
from issuance of bad checks to disorderly con-

duct and other misdemeanors.
 The constable’s warrant division is hoping to 
conduct more of these types of operations in or-
der to clear the thousands of warrants currently 
on fi le. 
 Residents wishing to resolve an outstand-
ing warrant out of the Harris County Constable 
Precinct 2 offi ce should call 713-477-2766 and 
speak with a warrant division detective.

Pct. 2 conducts warrant sweep

  Deputies from the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce have been battling area drug 
use, making two recent marijuana arrests, ac-
cording to Sgt. Zerick Guinn.
 On Friday, April 13, Deputy Mike Tran was 
patrolling the 11400 block of Brook Meadow 
on foot around 4 p.m., as the Highland Meadow 
park and swimming pool have become a com-
mon spot for drug activity and graffi ti tagging, 
Guinn said.
 While patrolling, Tran spotted three suspects 
thought to be smoking marijuana, as the deputy 
reportedly noticed a strong odor of the drug in 
the air.
 A search of the individuals confi rmed the dep-
uty’s suspicions, as marijuana was found on one 

of the suspect’s person.
 An unnamed 16-year-old juvenile was arrest-
ed and charged with possession of marijuana.
 A second marijuana arrest took place Satur-
day, April 28.
 Deputy Jason Curry and newly appointed 
Deputy Clarence Erikson were patrolling the 
1100 block of Scarsdale around 5 a.m. when 
they noticed a suspicious man walking down the 
street.
 Upon questioning, deputies again noticed a 
strong marijuana odor. A search of the suspect’s 
backpack yielded a bag of the contraband, and 
the man, 20-year-old Gilbert Montano, was sub-
sequently arrested and also charged with posses-
sion of marijuana.

Deputies battle area drug use
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Death

Reams: Term limits 
in Congress
 The “career politician” is not in the 
best interests of America. Inevitably 
power goes to their head. They become 
too focused on special interest groups 
and not the common man and they 
develop the “elitist” mentality; they know 
better than We The People do as to what 
is in our best interests. They seek one 
goal--to stay in office on the public dole.
 Soon, ethical standards begin to slip, 
a brotherhood develops where they look 
out for and protect one another. Lots of 
money gravitates to their campaign cof-
fers, name recognition develops so that 
they have an advantage over lesser 
known potential candidates and thus 
they become “institutions” rather than 
deserving representatives. The ethically 
and morally challenged among them can 
stay hidden longer, old politics and old 
ideas continue on ad infinitum. They 
become the “establishment” and those 
who disagree with them become racists 
or radicals.
 There is a solution. Term Limits! The 
President has it, many Governors, 
Mayors and City Council members have 
it, so why not congress? Because, they 
spend every waking hour trying to stay in 
office and certainly won’t pass a mea-
sure to vote themselves out of office. So, 
it’s up to We The People (the radicals) to 
force the issue in the best interest of the 
Nation. Just as you have to change the 
oil in your car occasionally to keep it run-
ning smoothly, we need to change out 
these politicians more frequently. Our 
Founders certainly didn’t intend that our 
elected class should stay on the job until 
they died or fossilized.
 Recently a grassroots group in 
Houston conducted a survey of the cur-
rent slate of candidates running for the 
US House of Representatives and the 

US Senate from Texas, including incum-
bents. If the candidate had an official fil-
ing number (FEC #) and a mailing 
address on their web site, they were sent 
a Congressional Term Limits Pledge. 
Would they sign a Pledge to support a 
Term Limits amendment to the US 
Constitution even to the point of introduc-
ing that amendment themselves? They 
were told the results would be published 
state-wide. The numbers are very telling. 
There is wide spread support for term 
limits among voters but not among can-
didates or incumbents. Of 123 candi-
dates who were sent this pledge, 18 
signed it. Only one (1) Senate candidate 
out of ten “official” candidates (10%) 
signed it, Glenn Addison. Neither of the 
two “front runners,” David Dewhurst or 
Ted Cruz, signed the pledge.
 Only 17 of the 113 “official” US House 
candidates (15%) returned the signed 
pledge. And, only one of those was an 
incumbent, Kenny Marchant, CD-24. Of 
those in this area, likely readers of this 
paper, we have five signers. For CD-14 
(Ron Paul’s vacated seat) we have 
Roberto Gonzalez and George Harper. 
For CD-22 (Pete Olson’s current seat) 
we have Barbara Carlson. Representative 
Olson did not sign the pledge even 
though he is on record numerous times 
of publicly saying he would “support term 
limits.” Apparently “support” and actually 
doing something are two different things. 
For the new Congressional District 
(CD-36), we have Jerry Doyle and Kim 
Morrell, neither are considered to be 
“front runners.”
 Virtually every problem America has 
today can be laid at the feet of our elect-
ed officials. Their decisions, policies and 
votes have created this mess. If you’re 
fed up with politics as usual and are look-
ing for a different outcome, perhaps we 
should consider not electing or re-elect-
ing, the same old type of person to office. 
If we do, nothing changes. Larry Reams

 Reader’s Opinion

Henry L. 
Garcia

 Henry L. Garcia, owner 
and stylist of Hair Designs by 
Henry for more than 35 years, 
died on Tuesday, April 24, 

The Rallying Point
A serious problem developing at JSC

 According to a recent article written by Christopher Kraft, the former Center Direc-
tor at Johnson Space Center, and Tom Moser, the former Director of JSC Engineer-
ing,, the Space Launch System (SLS) funding is absorbing most of the NASA budget, 
and as a result, the human deep space exploration program is on the verge of col-
lapse, which which will have a severe economic consequences for Texas, as well as 
the nation.
 They say “Unless something changes soon, the current situation will further de-
grade, and could easily destroy critical human space exploration expertise at NASA's 
Johnson Space Center (JSC) that we will never regain. Unless something changes 
soon, many thousands of high-wage Texas jobs will be lost forever.”
  The SLS is not being worked on a large scale at JSC, and as a result of the huge 
SLS budget that is being spent in other NASA Centers, funding for critical elements 
needed for any real deep space human exploration program is not available. Most 
of these critical elements, such as: the crewed lunar lander, a multi-mission space 
exploration vehicle (MMSEV), a deep space habitat, a lunar surface rover and other 
lunar infrastructure, would be managed by JSC. The development of these critical 
elements has been delayed until the mid-2020s and the 2030s, so real human explo-
ration beyond Earth will not begin until the late 2020s or 2030s. According to Kraft, 
“This is not only politically unsustainable - it is technically unsustainable.”
 At present, JSC has only a few significant jobs: completing the development of the 
Orion Multi-Purpose Crew Vehicle, operating the International Space Station (ISS) 
and supporting the Kennedy Space Center-led commercial crew program.
 Consider just two of JSC's strategic capabilities: Mission Control and Operations 
and Engineering and Development. The more famous of the two – Mission Control 
and Operations – was created by JSC engineers and is a unique capability. With 
the space shuttle retired, ISS assembly complete, and the first crewed Orion flight 
a decade away, JSC's Mission Control has much less to do. Supporting increasingly 
routine ISS operations requires no more than several hundred people at Mission 
Control, a small fraction of recent levels of 2,500 personnel.
 Tom Moser stated “This Death Valley of actual spaceflight operations and develop-
ment also threatens JSC's crown jewel, the engineering organization that undergirds 
these more visible achievements. JSC's world class engineering and development 
capability created the concepts, designs and development for every American human 
spacecraft that has flown to space. JSC's unique multi-discipline systems engineer-
ing and spaceflight technical expertise – built up over five decades – is the envy of 
the world's space agencies and aerospace industries.”
 With ISS complete, with no significant funding for the deep space habitat or 
MMSEV, and with the cancellation of the crewed lunar lander and other lunar surface 
systems, there is minimal development work for JSC's engineering teams. They are 
now limited to helping complete the half-finished Orion and supporting KSC on com-
mercial crew.
 With no clear destination and no money to pursue one, there are not enough 
projects to inspire and train the next generation of managers and designers who will, 
presumably, be needed a decade from now to start developing actual exploration 
hardware. This is a going-out-of-business strategy.
 Christopher Kraft said “For all these reasons, the current NASA exploration strat-
egy is a plan for the withering or even destruction of JSC, and with it the stagnation 
and decay of the Texas space industry. SLS is killing JSC. SLS is killing Texas jobs. 
SLS is killing our national space agenda.”
 Their article concludes “We are wasting billions of dollars per year on SLS. There 
are cheaper and nearer term approaches for human space exploration that use ex-
isting launch vehicles. A multicenter NASA team has completed a study on how we 
can return humans to the surface of the moon in the next decade with existing launch 
vehicles and within the existing budget. This NASA plan, which NASA leadership is 
trying to hide, would save JSC and create thousands of jobs in Texas.”
 It is time to let your elected representatives know that JSC cannot be allowed to 
wither away. It is a national resource, and treasure, that must be supported for the 
U.S. to maintain its leadership position in space technology and exploration.
   Gary Waits

Park Manor of South Belt

Clinical Services Covering:
◆ Skilled Nursing ◆ Long Term Care 

◆ Rehabilitation and much more.

11902 Resource Parkway
(near Memorial Hermann SE Hospital)

281-922-6802 • Fax: 281-922-6804

Still family owned and operated, our exceptional service and affordability set us apart from other 
funeral homes. The moment you sit down with us, you will feel and see the difference.
Niday Funeral Home services all cemeteries and offers a range of funeral and cremation options. 
Planning in advance can be one of the most thoughtful decisions you 
make for your family. Our plans are transferable should you move, 
and we also accept most existing policies from other funeral homes.

Our Family Has Grown!Our Family Has Grown!

Now with two locations toNow with two locations to
  better serve our communitybetter serve our community

Niday Funeral Home
12440 Beamer • Houston

281.464.7200

Niday - Fairmont Funeral Home
6777 Fairmont Pkwy. • Pasadena

281.991.0575

Early Voting May 14 - 25 
Harris County Courthouse Annex, 7330 Spencer Hwy, Pasadena 

I.B.E.W. Hall #66, 4345 Allen Genoa Rd., Pasadena 
Freeman Library, 16616 Diana Lane, Houston 

 VOT E FOR  20 YR S. EXPER I ENCE 
VOT E FOR  PR OVEN LEADER SHIP 

Summer day camp at Cokesbury
 Cokesbury United Methodist Church will offer a summer 
day camp for preschool and elementary school age children, 
ages 18 months to 9 years with two, three-week sessions. The 
first will be June 11 through June 29, and the second will 
be July 23 through Aug. 10. Activities are planned for each 
week, including outdoor games, arts and crafts, and more.
 The $50 one-time registration fee will reserve a spot 
and help cover the cost of supplies. Tuition is $285 for each 
three-week session. Camp will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. Space is limited. For more information, 
call the church office at 281-484-9243.

PISD, DPISD benefit set
 A golf tournament to benefit the Pasadena Independent 
School District and Deer Park ISD education foundations 
will be held Tuesday, June 19, at Timber Creek Golf Club in 
Friendswood. The Texas Invitational Classic is a four-person 
scramble.
 A hamburger lunch will follow the tournament. Registration 
is 6:45 to 7:30 a.m. Instructions and shotgun start are set for 
8 a.m. Individual entry is $100. Hole sponsorships are $100. 
Team entry and a package team entry are $400 each. Package 
entries include maximum team mulligans and monster drive. 
Both education foundations have 501(c)(3) tax status.
 For information, call Jack Bailey at 713-906-2585, Bob 
Ellis at 832-367-4246, or Randy Perry at 832-221-463.

 The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District Board of 
Trustees approved a one-time 
supplement to employees in 
an effort to offset the rising 
cost of health insurance and 
cost-of-living expenses, and 
to  remain competitive in em-
ployee recruitment and reten-
tion.
 “With the funding crisis 
facing public education, we 
unfortunately have not been 
in a position to provide a 
permanent pay raise for our 
4,900 employees this year or 
next year,” said Greg Smith, 
superintendent of schools. 
“This is a concern for me and 
the board of trustees since an 

CCISD OKs 1-time fi nancial 
supplement for employees

analysis of similar districts 
indicates CCISD has slipped 
from the middle of the pack 
to the low end when it comes 
to salary.” For example, 
CCISD ranks 14th out of 19 
peer districts for salary of a 
20-year teacher. Additionally, 
CCISD employees have faced 
health insurance increases of 
up to $768 over the past two 
years. “While this is a band-
aid to the long-term issue and 
not a permanent raise, we felt 
compelled to take this action 
to assist in offsetting cost-of-
living increases. We have 
asked a lot of our employees 
over the last several years, 
and we want them to know 

that we appreciate what they 
do for our children.”
 This supplement will cost 
the district $6.4 million in 
one-time funds. Employees 
will receive a single payment 
equal to 3 percent of their sal-
ary with a $1,000 minimum 
and a maximum cap of 
$2,500.
 Of the district’s 4,900 
employees, 96 fall within the 
maximum cap category and 
1,627 will benefit from the 
$1,000 minimum payment. 
The board approved using the 
following funding sources for 
the one-time payment: $3.5 
million from the district’s 
health funds; $1.75 million 
from increased student enroll-
ment; and $1.25 million in 
utility savings.
 If the district gave a per-
manent raise, it would have to 
find funds from the existing 
budget or ask the voters to 
approve a tax rate increase.  
While on a significantly 
smaller scale, imagine an 
individual’s personal budget. 
Let’s say the electricity bill 
comes in lower than budgeted, 
the individual could decide to 
use the excess funds for some-
thing else. However, he or she 
would not make a purchase 
that would tie him or her to a 
long term financial commit-
ment, a new car for instance, 
based on a one time savings in 
utility costs. If the person did, 
he or she would need to find 
other areas of the budget to 
cut to pay for that new car 
payment every month. In 
CCISD’s case, the district 
would need to lay off employ-
ees, reduce program offerings 
or ask voters for a tax rate 
increase in order to sustain a 
permanent raise in the budget.

 The Commemorative Air 
Force Wings Over Houston 
Airshow is accepting scholar-
ship applications for its 2012-
2013 scholarship program. 
The organization will award 
up to five scholarships rang-
ing from $1,000 to $5,000 
each to selected college stu-
dents.
 The scholarships, which 
are intended to assist and re-
ward students who have dem-
onstrated academic potential, 
leadership and extracurricu-
lar involvement, are available 
for students pursuing degrees 
associated with a career in 
aviation, aeronautics or aero-
space.
 The selection will be made 
by the Wings Over Houston 
Scholarship Committee in 
July 2012 with winners being 
notified by the end of August 
2012.
 “Our scholarship program 
continues to encourage youth 
to pursue careers that will 
impact the field of aerospace 

Wings Over Houston Airshow 
makes scholarships available

and aviation for years to 
come,” says Steve Sehnert, 
Wings Over Houston Airshow 
Scholarship Committee Chair-
man. “Wings Over Houston 
Airshow is proud to support 
aviation education through-
out the Greater Houston 
area.”
 The scholarships are avail-
able to students from the 
Greater Houston area cur-
rently enrolled at an accred-
ited college or university and 
have completed two academ-
ic years of full-time college 
work or 60 semester hours of 
credit. Graduate students are 
also eligible.
 Applicants must have a 
minimum college grade point 
average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale 
and be enrolled in a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours each 
semester during the year of 
the awarded scholarship.
 As Wings Over Houston 
supports local communities, 
applicants must have legal 
residence in Harris County or 

one of the contiguous sur-
rounding counties including 
Galveston, Brazoria, Fort 
Bend, Waller, Montgomery, 
Liberty and Chambers. The 
residency requirement is 
waived for members of the 
Texas A&M University Corps 
of Cadets. All applicants must 
be citizens or permanent resi-
dents of the United States.
 In addition to the com-
pleted application, applicants 
must submit a written essay 
describing his or her career 
objectives as well as three 
letters of recommendation. 
Financial need of the appli-
cants will be considered by 
the selection committee.
 Applications must be post-
marked or submitted online 
no later than June 30, 2012.
 For more information or 
to download the Wings Over 
Houston Airshow scholarship 
application, visit http://wings 
overhouston.com/woh_com 
munity_mn.htm#scholarship 
_program.

 Rep. Pete Olson, recently 
issued the following state-
ment in response to reports 
that Environmental Protection 
Agency Region VI Admini-
strator Al Armendariz re-
signed in light of calls for his 
dismissal after a 2010 video 
caught him on camera stating 
that EPA should crucify oil 
and gas companies:
 “Administrator Armenda-
riz was right to step down. 
Region VI has been under 
assault from a hostile EPA 
under his leadership.
 “From the unjust targeting 
of energy producer Range 
Resources, to the federal 
takeover of Texas air permit-
ting, Armendariz has demon-
strated a pattern of hostility 
toward energy producers and 
a bias in favor of political 
environmentalists. This is not 
the proper role for the EPA.
 “Region VI needs a rea-
sonable and effective regula-
tor who has experience 
understanding the harmful 
economic impacts that over-
reaching regulations can have 

Olson applauds resignation 
of EPA regional administrator

on the very industry we rely 
on to keep American running 

– not an academic with a 
political agenda.”

PW Library sets events
 The following events are set for the Parker Williams 
Library, May 3 through May 9.
 On Saturday, May 5, Vietnamese storytime will include 
Reading Club at 9 a.m., followed by intermediate story-
time at 11 a.m. and beginner storytime at 1 p.m.
 World Book Online is set for Monday, May 7, at 4 p.m. 
Learn about all the great World Book resources available 
on the internet.
 Preschool storytime is at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, and 
toddler storytime is at 10:30 a.m. Thursday.

 Genoa United Methodist 
Church, 12501 Palmsprings, 
will celebrate its 118th anni-
versary and the dedication of 
the Texas Historical Marker 
on Sunday, May 6, 2012.
 In the late 19th century, 
the people in the township of 
Genoa felt the need to build a 
house of worship. Col. John 
H. Burnet, who established 
Genoa in 1892, donated the 
land. He had chosen the name 
because the climate reminded 
him of Genoa, Italy.
 Fourteen Methodists who 
lived in and around the rice 
farming community met to 
organize the first congrega-
tion of Methodists. They met 
in the spring of 1894 in the 
old school house in Genoa.
 On Feb. 10, 1895, 33 peo-
ple became charter members 
of Genoa Methodist Church. 
They continued to meet in the 
school house until 1898, 
when a local sawmill owner 
gave the church two large 
pine trees. The volunteers cut 
down the trees and got 2,000 
feet of lumber. They built the 
first church building on the 
corner of Palmsprings and 
Freehill Street. That building 
was damaged in the great 
storms of 1900 and 1915.
 In 1937, the old sanctuary 
was torn down and a new 
buiding with a bell in the 
steeple was built.
 In 1947, the congregation 
obtained a home from Frank 
Moon and moved it from the 

Genoa UMC marks 118th 
anniversary, dedication set

Old Humble Camp across 
from Ellington Field and 
attached it to the back of the 
church. For the first time, the 
church had Sunday School 
classrooms, a kitchen and 
indoor plumbing.
 As time passed, more 
room was needed, and ground 
was broken for a new sanctu-
ary on March 4, 1955, across 
the street from the existing 
church. The congregation 
moved into the new sanctu-
ary in 1957.
 Classes still met in the old 
building until 1962, when 18 
classrooms were added to the 
church now at the corner of 
Freecroft and Palmsprings. A 
new three-bedoroom parson-
age was built in 1962 on the 
original site.
 When the township of 
Genoa was annexed by the 
City of Houston during the 
mid-1960s, Genoa Methodist 
Church helped to retain a 
sense of community by spon-
soring and hosting social 
events such as picnics and 
Easter egg hunts for area res-
idents.
 Beginning in 1965, the 
Methodist Men organized a 
horse show rodeo and con-
structed a lighted horse arena 
adjacent to the church. When 
the arena was dismantled in 
the 1980s, a church vegetable 
garden took its place.
 The church began spon-
soring Boy Scout Troop 171 
during the 1970s, along with 

a Brownie Troop and Cub 
Scout Troop. The Boy Scout 
Troop was reorganizeed in 
1984 as Troop 854 and con-
tinues to prepare young men 
in the values and experiences 
of Scouting.
 The Methodist Youth 
Fellowship meets faithfully 
and participates in the UM 
Army, a national Methodist 
organization which enables 
youth to travel to different 
cities to assist the less fortu-
nate in home repairs.
 Genoa United Methodist 
Church awards scholarships 
to graduating high school 
students.
 Since the 1980s the church 
has been active in the interde-
nominational Southeast Area 
Ministry, the local food pan-
try and thrift store. The 
church regularly hosts civic 
clubs and town meetings, 
along with counseling ser-
vices for youth and adults.
 The church has hosted a 
Hispanic congregation and 
provided English as a Second 
Language (ESL) classes for 
the diverse neighborhood 
which now includes Hispanic, 
Vietnamese, Chinese and 
Arab cultures.
 Church members tutor 
students at Genoa Elementary 
and teach Vacation Bible 
School every summer.
 The church hosts the 
Houston Food Bank bi-
monthly and sponsors a feed 
the homeless ministry. 

Appliance & Hardware

11293 Fuqua • Houston, TX  77089• 713-910-0330
Mon-Sat 8 am-9 pm, Sun 9 am-6 pm • Located next to Sam’s Wholesale Club

BIG SAVINGS ALL DAY MAY 6BIG SAVINGS ALL DAY MAY 6

Join us Sunday, May 6th from 9 a.m.- 9 p.m.
for an ALL DAY Friends & Family Event!

Extra discounts on almost everything in the store!!!
Appliances are 15% OFF listed prices, plus 

an EXTRA 5% OFF with your Sears card!  In tools, paint, 
lawn & garden, get an EXTRA 10% OFF listed prices!!!
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adena Police Department.
 The name of the student is 
not being released.
 The offi cer is a six-year 
veteran of the PISD police 
force with a total of 17 years 
of experience in law enforce-
ment.
 The offi cer has been 
placed on leave pending fur-
ther developments in the in-
vestigation being conducted 
by the City of Pasadena Po-
lice Department.
 The portable building in 
which the individual was dis-
covered is one used for after-
school activities. It is not cur-
rently in use as a classroom.
 Kirk Lewis, superinten-
dent of schools for PISD, was 
on the scene of the incident 
shortly after it was reported. 
The district has placed coun-
selors on call to assist with 
the individual needs of stu-
dents and staff at Miller. Ad-
ditional administrators were 
dispatched to the campus ear-
ly Tuesday to ensure a stable 
start to the school day.
 “We want to make the day 
as normal as we can for our 
students,” Lewis said. “This 
is a tragedy for everyone in-
volved. It is upsetting that one 
of our students has been hurt. 
This has been very upsetting 
for the offi cer. Our hopes and 
prayers are for a quick recov-
ery for everyone.”
 The incident marks the 
fi rst time in the history of the 
PISD Police Department that 
a police fi rearm has been dis-

charged during a law enforce-
ment action. The PISD force 
was established in 1981. It 
currently employs 29 uni-
formed offi cers.
 A letter from Miller Prin-
cipal Kimberly Kelley was 
sent to parents, notifying 
them of the incident.

Student improperly fi lms 
classmate

  A 17-year-old South 
Houston High School student 
is accused of fi lming a class-
mate in a school restroom and 
threatening to post the video 
on Facebook.
 According to court docu-
ments, the 16-year-old al-
leged victim told PISD police 
he was urinating in one of the 

school’s bathrooms Monday, 
April 23, when Jimmy Her-
nandez held his cell phone 
over the stall door to shoot 
video of him.
 A second student told po-
lice Hernandez said he was 
going to upload the video on 
Facebook.
 Hernandez reportedly ad-
mitted to investigators that he 
took the video without per-
mission. He was subsequently 
charged with improper pho-
tography or visual recording, 
a state jail felony punishable 
by 180 days to two years in 
jail and up to a $10,000 fi ne.
 At press time, Hernandez 
had not been arrested. His 
bail will be set at $2,000.

2012. He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Apolonio and 
Elidia Garcia.
 Garcia is survived by his 
children, Judy Herrera and 
husband Tim, Henry Garcia 
Jr., Michelle Medina and 
David Holguin, and Janel R. 
Paez; 16 grandchildren; 17 
great-grandchildren; sisters, 
Alexandra Marshall, Mary 
Lou Kirschbaum, and Linda 
Garcia Corry and husband 
Doug; and two nieces and 
three nephews.
 A rosary was held on Mon-
day, April 30, at Forest Park 
Lawndale Funeral Home, and 
the funeral Mass was held 
on Tuesday, May 1, 2012, 
at Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church, followed by 
interment in the Forest Park 
Lawndale Cemetery.

South Belt 
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 The three Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District edu-
cators chosen to receive the 
district’s 2012 Together We 
Can awards carry a common 
label. All are “game-chang-
ers.”Freeman Elementary 
teacher Judy Patterson and 
two assistant principals – 
Thompson Intermediate’s 
Darby Hickman and Schnei-
der Middle School’s Jamelle 
Settles – were named winners 
at the district’s Together We 
Can em-ployee recognition 
luncheon on Friday at the 
Orozco Professional Devel-
opment Complex.
 Patterson was named win-
ner of the Achieve More 
award, presented to the dis-
trict teacher or employee who 
is instrumental in contributing 
to student success or the 
accomplishment of a major 
school or department goal.
 Hickman received the 
Think Big award, presented to 
an employee who comes up 
with a brilliant idea that 
changes the way the district, a 
campus or a department 
approaches and solves a major 
issue.
 Settles was named winner 
of the Create Magic award, 
presented to an employee who 
creates an innovative class-
room experience or finds a 
creative way to impact the 
lives of students, district staff 
or the community.
 A total of 65 teachers, 
administrators and employees 
were honored as Together We 
Can campus and department 
winners, each selected by a 
principal or supervisor.
 Patterson, in her second 

PISD educators earn Together We Can awards
year of teaching, was praised 
for her role in helping Freeman 
receive Exemplary status in 
2011 by the Texas Education 
Agency. All her third-grade 
students last year met the 
TAKS standard in both read-
ing and math, and 15 percent 
of her class received a 

Commended rating.
 Hickman developed a 
comprehensive program for 
enhancing the Pre-AP math 
program at Thompson. In 
addition to recruiting new stu-
dents, he implemented a sum-
mer program to fill in curricu-
lum gaps. His oversight of the 

program has helped Thompson 
students better prepare them-
selves to compete for high 
academic honors.
 Settles established an after-
school club designed to pro-
vide 50 hard-to-reach boys at 
Schneider a fresh opportunity 
to stabilize their lives. His club, 

Thompson Assistant Principal Darby Hickman, Freeman teacher Judy Patterson 
and Schneider Middle School Assistant Principal Jamelle Settles display their 
awards. Photo submitted

 To meet a shortage of 
trained workers in a high-de-
mand career field, San Jacinto 
College is reinstating a con-
struction management pro-
gram.
 SJC offered construction 
management classes from 
1992 through 2006 at the 
North campus, and the col-
lege will once again offer the 
program at the North campus 
beginning with the fall 2012 
semester, which starts on 
Aug. 27.
 Registration for the fall 
2012 semester began on April 
30. The program will feature 
a two-year construction man-
agement Associate of Applied 
Science degree option and a 
one-year certificate of tech-
nology option, both empha-
sizing green construction.  
 Students will be trained in 
commercial and industrial 
construction management 
fields. Construction manag-
ers work in the coordination 
and supervision of construc-
tion projects, not the manual 
labor part of projects.
 Construction management 
students will learn about the 
conceptual development and 
organization of projects, pric-
ing and procurement, cost 
scheduling, estimating, 

San Jac to reinstate construction management program
scheduling, and implementa-
tion of projects.
 Students will become 
knowledgeable in civil, car-
pentry, mechanical and pip-
ing and plumbing systems, 
electrical/electronic, building 
envelopes, legal contracts, 
codes and permit processes.
 There will be a course on 
commercial and industrial 
blueprint reading and a course 
on construction safety that 
qualifies students to sit for 
the OSHA 10-hour certifica-
tion. Students will also learn 
about Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design 
(LEED) standards, which 
incorporate emerging “green 
building” technologies. The 
program will qualify students 
to sit for the U.S. Green 
Building Council LEED 
Green Associate certification. 
Planned internships will pro-
vide students practical on-
the-job experience.
 According to the job 
search website www.riley 
guide.com, there is a high 
demand in the greater Hous-
ton area for well-trained con-
struction managers. For 
example, a job search for the 
Houston ZIP code 77049 
produces 1,959 job postings.
 Before launching the con-

struction management pro-
gram, SJC conducted a needs 
assessment survey to deter-
mine the industry’s current 
and future needs for gradu-
ates and industry support for 
the program. “Of the compa-
nies responding, 92.3 percent 
indicated they would benefit 
from having San Jacinto 
College offer an associate 
degree in construction man-
agement, and 7.7 percent 
indicated they might benefit,” 
commented Michael Varnell, 
North campus’s engineering 
technology department chair. 
“None indicated they would 
not benefit from the college 
offering the program. Fur-
thermore, 28.6 percent of the 
survey respondents indicated 
they were very likely to hire 
SJC graduates, 42.8 percent 
indicated they were likely to 
hire SJC graduates, and 28.6 
percent indicated they might 
hire SJC graduates. None 
indicated they were unlikely 
to hire SJC graduates. Also, 
most of the survey respon-
dents indicated they would 
support construction manage-
ment students by offering 
either paid or unpaid intern-
ship sites so students can gain 
valuable hands-on experi-
ence.”

 Varnell says that gradu-
ates of the new construction 
management program should 
have no problem finding jobs. 
When SJC offered a con-
struction management pro-
gram from 1992 to 2006, the 
job placement rate for gradu-
ates was very high. In fact, 
during the final five years of 
the program, the job place-
ment rate for graduates was 
95 percent.
 According to the Texas 
Industry Profiles website 
www.texasindustryprofiles.
com, construction manage-
ment is a fairly lucrative 
career field. Entry-level 
workers can expect to make 
an annual salary of about 
$46,082 ($22.15 per hour). 
The median annual wage of 
construction managers is 
$71,764 ($34.50 per hour), 
and experienced workers can 
expect to make an annual sal-
ary of about $92,278 ($44.36 
per hour).
 To keep pace with emerg-
ing trends and developments, 
SJC’s construction manage-
ment students will learn to 
coordinate new construction 
projects, as well as how to 
retrofit existing buildings, 
with an emphasis on conserv-
ing energy, reducing waste, 
and being more environmen-
tally responsible. Students 
will also learn how to use 
Premavera and Timberline, 
the industry standard com-
puter applications for sched-
uling and construction esti-
mating.
 Larry Kness, owner of 
Nest Construction Service, 
credits SJC with helping him 
to launch his own construc-
tion management business. 
“What I learned at San Jac 
was literally life-changing 
for me,” commented Kness, 
who earned a certificate of 
technology degree in con-
struction management at the 
college in 1996. “Before I 
attended San Jacinto College, 
I was always working for 

someone else in construction 
work. I gained skills and 
knowledge that enabled me 
to start my own company. I 
went from just knowing how 
to turn a wrench for someone 
else to learning how to coor-
dinate and oversee entire 
construction projects from 
start to finish.”
 Kness started his construc-
tion company in 2001, and it 
now employs three full-time 
managers, and 35 full-time 
subcontractors. They provide 
a complete range of commer-
cial construction services, as 
well as commercial remodel-
ing services, with most of the 
clients being banks. He says 
his company has been very 
busy from the first day of 
operations. “Even through 
the lowest point of the reces-
sion, we have had plenty of 
work,” Kness commented. “I 
found through experience 
that the key to success in 
construction work is twofold 
– quality of workmanship, 
and versatility. You have to 
establish a reputation of 
always doing excellent work, 
and you have to do anything 
a client needs. We can build a 
new facility, but we also can 
do any kind of repair or 
remodeling job, from chang-
ing light bulbs, changing 
ceiling tiles, installing new 
signs, whatever. We just never 
say ‘no.’”
 Kness, who serves on the 
college’s construction man-
agement advisory committee, 
says he is glad SJC will once 
again offer a construction 
management degree program. 
“It’s great news for the area,” 
he remarked. “I know what 
taking construction manage-
ment classes at San JacCollege 
did for me, and I know there 
are a lot of people just like 
me who are looking for 
opportunities to better them-
selves, to upgrade their skills, 
to go from laborer to manag-
er. Now they will be able to 
get the training they need.”

Meador Elementary students raced in the annual 
Pasadena Independent School District Get Fit Jog 
held at the Pasadena Rodeo Grounds on Saturday, 
April 21. Participants pictured are, left to right, 
(front row) Forrest Ancisco, Celina Mata, (back 
row) Alejandro Mena, Vanessa Villarreal, Gabriel 
Borrego, Tytiana Garcia and Coach Cathy Taylor. 
Mata placed fifth in the 1.1-mile third-grade girls’ 

race, and Ancisco was 16th in the third-grade 
boys’ race. Garcia placed 31st, and Villarreal 
placed 33rd in the fourth-grade girls’ race, while 
Borrego placed 22nd, and Mena placed 33rd in 
the 2.3-mile fourth-grade boys’ race. Not pictured 
is Kevin Nolasco-Navarrette, who placed 35th in 
the fourth-grade boys’  race.
 Photo submitted

Meador students participate in Get Fit Jog
Men of Distinction, has helped 
boys develop social skills and 
improve their grades. Many of 
his students form the nucleus 
for leadership on the Schneider 
campus.
 Other local campus and 
department winners in the 
Achieve More category are:
 Yolanda Agrella, Jessup 
Elementary; Kathy Anderson, 
Bush Elementary; Lori Dear-
dorff, Bondy Intermediate; 
Joy Degidio, Stuchbery El- 
ementary; Sarah Flores, 
Meador Elementary; Leslie 
Ramirez, Memorial High 
School; Debbie Tatuaca, 
Morris Middle School; and 
Maria Tinajero-Aguirre, 
Genoa Elementary.
 Other area campus and 
department winners in the 
Create Magic category are:
 Marie Alaniz, Moore Ele-
mentary; Holly Bazan, South 
Houston High School; David 
Michael Burnett, South Belt 
Elementary; Ginger Ediger, 
Dobie High School; Dr. Grant 
Pector, Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate; Doug Reiland, Me- 
lillo Middle School; Christine 
Roberts, Frazier Elementary; 
and Theresa Salazar, Atkinson 
Elementary.

March Bears of the Month at BHI

Beverly Hills Intermediate students strive to achieve posi-
tive characteristics to guide them through life. The char-
acteristic for March was courage. Courage is bravery, the 
willingness to put one’s beliefs into practice; the capacity to 
meet danger without giving way to fear; to face difficulty 
or danger and express your beliefs even if you are afraid. 
Each  month, students are selected by their academic teams 

as best representing this characteristic. March Bears are, 
left to right, (front row) Emmanuel Hernandez, Alexa 
Dealajandro, Janelly Bernal, Steven Nguyen, (middle row) 
Alexis Sanchez, Brandon Muniz, Maite Albarran, Vicky 
Nguyen, Nga Le, Thomas Hawkins, (back row) Josh Dobbs 
and Brandon Torres. Students received a Bear paw-print 
pin and a Bear of the Month T-shirt. 
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We Have a Large Variety of
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Fun, games at children’s picnic

The San Jacinto College South Campus Roy B. Swanson Children’s Center 
recently held its annual spring picnic. Families enjoyed games and music 
provided by a disc jockey at the event. Left to right, Benjamin Jackson, 
Donovan Morris, Rowan Moore, Boyd Petree and James Collier enjoy the 
bubble machine as children danced and played games inside the South 
Campus J.D. Bruce Student Center. Photo by Andrea Vasquez

 The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District recently 
announced the 2011-2012 
Teachers of the Year. They 
were nominated by their 
peers as representatives of 
the best of CCISD.
 A committee of adminis-
trators and community repre-
sentatives will select the 
Elementary Teacher of the 
Year and the Secondary 
Teacher of the Year from a 
group of six finalists.
 All teachers of the year 
will be honored during a lun-
cheon May 21, at South Shore 
Harbour Resort and Confer-

CCISD honors campus 
Teachers of the Year

ence Center. The luncheon is 
sponsored by Rotary Clubs 
of Space Center, Seabrook 
and League City.

Elementary
 Landolt, Kelli Flanigan; 
McWhirter, Sandra Burciaga; 
North Pointe, Deedy Payne; 
Weber, Michelle Pair; and 
Wedgewood, Crystal Felix.

Intermediate
 Brookside, Melinda 
Kramm; and Westbrook, 
Jacqueline Graham.

High School
 Clear Brook, Leatrice 
Sanders; and Clear Horizons, 
Natalie Nylen.

 Write a life story at 
Memories to Memoirs, a free 
writing workshop presented 
by University of Houston-
Clear Lake Associate Vice 
President of University Ad- 
vancement Dion McInnis.
 The workshop will be pre-
sented on three consecutive 
Mondays, May 7, 14 and 21, 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Melvin Knapp Center, 2424 
South Park Ave. in Pearland. 
Participants should attend all 
three sessions as they are 
continuous.

 This series is hosted by 
the UH-Clear Lake’s Clear 
Lake Association of Senior 
Programs, a community out-
reach initiative that offers 
education and intellectual 
challenge to community 
members.
 All programs are free and 
open to the public but regis-
tration is requested.
 For more information on 
this event, email clasp@uhcl.
edu, or call the Office of 
Alumni and Community Re- 
lations at 281-283-2021.

CLASP workshop set

Robinson Elementary
451 Kirby, Seabrook, TX 77585
Stewart Elementary
330 FM 2094, Kemah, TX 77565
Space Center Intermediate
17400 Saturn Lane, Houston, TX 77058
Ferguson Elementary
1910 Compass Rose Blvd., League City, TX 77573
Nassau Bay City Hall
18100 Upper Bay Rd., Nassau Bay, TX 77573
John F. Ward Elementary
1040, 1440 Bouldercrest, Houston, TX 77062
Clear Lake Ninth Grade Center
2903 Falcon Pass, Houston, TX 77062
Clear Brook High School
4607 FM 2351, Friendswood, TX 77546
Brookside Intermediate School
3535 E. FM 528, Friendswood, TX 77546
Ross Elementary School
2401 W. Main Street, League City, TX 77573
League City Elementary
709 East Wilkins, League City, TX 77573

1      0090, 0333, 0377, 0415, 0692, 0703, 0290

1      466, 165, 194, 196, 493, 470, 490, 197

2      0907, 0091, 0391, 0746, 0748, 1040, 0750, 0416, 0174

2      491, 467, 452, 492

2      0307

3      0473, 0568, 0699, 0715, 0744, 0745, 1037, 0732, 0728, 0750,
        1040
3      0092, 0306, 0718, 0721, 0724, 0174

4      0417, 0474, 0475, 0537, 0996, 0545, 0782, 0393, 0715

4      0349, 0378, 0655, 0845, 0416

5      220, 263, 286, 401, 402, 455, 464, 471, 482, 487, 488

5      453, 454, 490

CCISD ELECTION NOTICE
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 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District Board 
of Trustees met to dis-
cuss boundary adjustments 
and overcrowding in local 
schools.

30 years ago (1982)
 Houston arson division in-
vestigated the fi re at the porta-
ble buildings behind Thomp-
son Intermediate School. All 
fi ve of the buildings had been 
broken into and set on fi re, 
but only two burned.
 Joseph Alan Hilliard, 17, 
died of massive injuries in-
cluding a broken neck and 
subdural hemorrhage as a re-
sult of a car-dirt bike collision 
at Hall Road at Sageyork. 
Hilliard, who was not wear-
ing a helmet, and a friend 
were reportedly riding a dirt 
bike without lights at 11 p.m.
 Sageglen resident and 
state Rep. Randy Pennington 
as well as state Sen. Buster 
Brown won their Republican 
primaries and would not face 
opposition in the November 
election.

25 years ago (1987)
 Sagemeadow Utility Dis-
trict President Jack Meyers 
resigned at a special meeting 
of the board of directors due 
to his no longer owning prop-
erty in the district.
 Seven members of Dobie’s 
varsity boys’ soccer team 
were named to the 20-5A 
all-district team. They were 
Bill Romere, Nicolas Rojo, 
Kris Benson, Robbie Ogden, 
Chris Chambless, Ryan Birs-
inger and Chris Curtis.

20 years ago (1992)
 Faye Schimek, a South 

Remember When
Belt resident, was announced 
as one of three recipients of 
the fi rst annual Gaia Award 
from the Houston Post and 
Dillard’s. Gaia, according to 
the Post, embodied the fi n-
est attributes of woman, the 
nourisher of all things.
 Piper Heinrich, a graduate 
of Dobie High School, was 
selected as fi rst runner-up at 
the Strawberry Festival beau-
ty contest. 
 Dobie senior offensive 
lineman Kevin Fell signed a 
letter of intent to play football 
for McMurray University in 
Abilene.

15 years ago (1997)
 Crews from Cherry De-
molition tore down the com-
munity eyesore known as 
the Beamer Towers. Located 
adjacent to the Brio Super-
fund Site, the building stood 
vacant and unfi nished for 
several years. Its demolition 
was the fi nal one related to 
the Southbend subdivision.
 For the fi rst time since 
1983, all four Dobie choirs 
won Sweepstakes at the UIL 
concert and sight reading 
contests. 
 The Thompson Interme-
diate National Academic 
League won its second na-
tional title by defeating Odys-
sey Junior High of Redwood, 
Wash., 50-46.

10 years ago (2002)
 Otis Anderson’s family 
outbid all others at the an-
nual cookoff’s silent auction 
for the second year in a row. 
They paid $1,250 to have the 
entrance to El Franco Lee 
Park named in memory of 

Over The Back Fence by Jan

WELCOME TO THE WORLD, BRYLEE
 Congratulations are sent to Dobie High 
School Principal Franklin and Brittani 
Moses on the birth of their daughter, Brylee 
Kacyn Moses, on Monday, April 30, 2012, at 
7:52 p.m., from family, friends and the Dobie 
staff. Brylee weighed 8 lbs., 10 ozs, and 
stretched 20 inches.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO JOE
 Joe Craddock of C&D Burger Shoppe 
celebrates his birthday Thursday, May 3. 
Birthday greetings are sent to Joe from his 
friends, family and the Leader staff.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays May 3 through 
May 9.

Atkinson Elementary
 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent 
to Allison Greeson May 6.

Burnett Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Daren 

Dibble on May 4. Jackie Vanelli is wished a 
happy birthday May 7.

Bush Elementary
 Nicole Holguin marks a birthday May 
3. Birthday wishes are sent to Yesenia 
Ramirez May 5. Blow out the birthday can-
dles for Ashley Johnson May 9.

Frazier Elementary
 On May 5, Barbara Walton enjoys a birth-
day. Greetings for a happy birthday are sent 
to Claudia Guerra May 6.

Meador Elementary
 A special birthday greeting is sent to 
Paulina Rivas-Lopez May 4.

Moore Elementary
 Double birthday wishes are sent to Traci 
Marr and Beth Anne Mullen May 6.

Stuchbery Elementary
 May 3 is the day for a party for Cheryl 
Fox. On May 4, Maria Orozco enjoys a 
birthday. Veronica Rodriguez has a birthday 
May 5.

Melillo Middle School

 Blow out the birthday candles for Ashleigh 
Gismondi May 5. Sandra Vann is wished a 
happy birthday May 6.

Morris Middle School
 On May 6, a birthday greeting is sent to 
Janet Perry. Celebrating a birthday May 9 is 
Dina Bonner.

Dobie High
 A birthday greeting is sent to Tanya 
Morales May 3. May 5 is the day for a 
double birthday cake for Debra Kersman 
and Sharon Lovelace. On May 7, Barbara 
Jimenez, Jesse Lopez and Tamara 
Williams share a birthday. Blow out the birth-
day candles on May 8 for Jackie Hardwick. 
Jordan Evans and Lara Jaime celebrate a 
birthday May 9. 

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@southbelt 
leader.com with OTBF in the subject line. 
Items must be submitted by Friday noon for 
the next week’s publication.

Otis.
 A historic school bell 
that was stolen from the old 
Genoa Elementary School 
was discovered. The bell, 
which dates back to the early 
1900s, was apparently taken 
while school personnel and 
other workers were moving 
into the new building next 
door.

5 years ago (2007)
 Lifetime Sagemeadow 
resident Rikki Danielle Rudd 
Sanchez was killed when her 
vehicle was struck by an al-
leged car thief, who was fl ee-
ing from police. The driver 
of the other vehicle, Dennis 
Lamont Evans, was charged 
with felony murder.
 Joseph Briggs Jr. was pre-
sented the prestigious Minute-
man Award by the National 
Guard Association of Texas. 
The award is the highest hon-
or that can be bestowed on a 
member of the association, 
with only 69 given in the last 
40 years.
 The South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce won 
the top overall team hon-
ors at the 11th annual South 
Belt Spectacular Cookoff. A 
record number of 75 teams 
competed in the year’s event.

1 year ago (2011)
   District E City 
Councilmember Mike 
Sullivan held a groundbreak-
ing ceremony April 26 for the 
new Sagemont Community 
Center, to be located at the 
corner of Hughes Road and 
Beltway 8. Scheduled to be 
completed the spring of 2012, 
the new facility will be 

35 years ago ( 1977)
 Angela Shifl ett won fi rst 
place in the older teen divi-
sion of the Strawberry Festi-
val beauty contest.

MARK S. PIERA TT MARK S. PIERA TT 
Att orney-at-LawAtt orney-at-Law

Personal Injury Att orneyPersonal Injury Att orney
Offi  ce: 713-522-8100Offi  ce: 713-522-8100

Trevino graduates

Jeremy Trevino, a 2011 graduate of the Universi-
ty of Texas at San Antonio and a 2005 graduate of 
Dobie High School, recently graduated E3 Avion-
ics Technician from Recruit Training Command 
at Great Lakes Naval Base in Illinois. He is cur-
rently attending “A” School in Pensacola, Fla., 
where he has earned the rank of yeoman and is 
receiving advanced training in avionics. Trevino 
is the son of South Belt residents Kevin and Lil-
lian Lee, and Alonso Trevino of Alvin.
 Photo submitted

11,526 square feet and cost 
roughly $2.4 million to con-
struct (funded in part by a $1 
million grant from the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department). Included in the 
plans are a full-sized gymna-
sium, lobby, offi ce space, 
storage and two classrooms.

Alvarez crowned

Zoe Aline Alvarez, 2, of Eastridge Terrace, won 
Duchess, Best Dress and Photo Album trophies 
in the Pasadena Strawberry Festival Beauty Pag-
eant held on Sunday, April 22, 2012. At last year's 
pageant, she won the Empress, Photogenic and 
Photo Album trophies. Alvarez is the daughter of 
GeBron and LaDonna Alvarez. Her grandparents 
are Petrea Tindall and Bill Phenix of Houston and 
Kay and Carrell Hardy of Buffalo, Texas. 
 Photo submitted

 Samantha Green, a stu-
dent at J. Frank Dobie 
High School, will travel to 
Harvard University to par-
ticipate in a People to 
People Leadership Summit. 
Green, along with fellow 
students from around the 
country, will take part in 
leadership, communication 
and mediation workshops.
 During the seven-day 
program in Massachusettes, 
Green will have the oppor-
tunity to learn about effec-
tive leadership and how to 
develop her own leader-
ship abilities, as well as 
how to apply those skills 
upon returning home. 
Hands-on activities such 
as  developing a commu-
nity service project, team-
building challenges, small-
group workshops, and vis-
its to significant local ven-
ues along with relevant 
professional speakers can 
help Green form a new 
perspective on the impor-
tance of good leadership.
 “I am excited about the 
knowledge I will gain that 
will help prepare me for 
college and life. I also look 
forward to interacting with 
students my age from 
around the world.” said 
Green.
 People to People Lead-

Green to participate in leadership summit
ership Summits are held in 
prestigious venues around 
the country and provide 
students a chance to ex-
plore the various aspects 
of leadership in specific 
contexts.
 Participants also gain 
insights to guide their edu-
cational and professional 
careers and benefit from a 
strong focus on college 
admissions. Through work-
shops, presentations, ex-
cursions and discussions, 
Leadership Ambassadors 
attain a clear advantage as 
they pursue their selected 
fields of interest. Students 
will have the opportunity 
to meet with admissions 
officers and gain valuable 
advice for navigating the 
college application pro-
cess.
 The programs offer stu-
dents a unique blend of 
specialized educational, 
leadership and cultural 
exposure, as well as itiner-
aries filled with the high-
lights of the hosting com-
munities.
 Students enjoy a unique 
chance to enhance their 
self-confidence, as well as 
experience life-changing 
growth in personal respon-
sibility, global leadership 
and cultural diversity. Samantha Green

GARNER VISION CENTER
Family Owned & Operated

“We Specialize in Old-fashioned Service”

     

      
 
  

Dr. B.J. Garner
Therapeutic Optometrist

Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

Laura Garner, 
Registered Optician

Melinda McClure, 
Optometry Tech

• Laser Surgery   
 Consultations

• Treatment of
    Eye Diseases

– Serving the South Belt Area for 34 Years –
11408 Hughes Rd.     281-484-2020

• Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear

For life 
insurance,
call a good 
neighbor. 

Call me and I’ll help you get the right 
life insurance for you and your family.  

 Cynthia Beecher, Agent,  LUTCF
 11705 S Sam Houston Parkway East
 Houston, TX 77089
 Bus: 281-464-2422
 cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com

 Se habla español

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
State Farm Indemnity Company • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmers.com

 People attending the 
International Business and 
Logistics conference held 
recently at San Jacinto 
College North, learned that 
trade at the Port of Houston is 
very robust and expected to 
increase dramatically in the 
near future.
 Keynote speaker Capt. 
Tom Tray, vice president of 
Bay-Houston Towing Com-
pany, noted that two key 
developments are expected to 
increase trade and commerce 
in the Houston area, and 
especially the maritime logis-
tics area of trade and com-
merce – the expansion of the 
Panama Canal, and the Eagle 
Ford Shale project and simi-
lar emerging crude oil pro-
duction projects.
 “Because of an increase in 
domestic crude oil explora-
tion and production, the U.S. 
exported more crude oil in 
2011 than it imported, the 
first time that has happened 
since 1949,” Tray said. 
“Several new pipelines are 
bringing crude oil to Houston 
area refineries.”
 Tray stated that tug and 
barge traffic has increased 
11-fold in the Gulf Coast 
Intercoastal Waterway in and 
around the Matagorda Bay 
area in the past four months.
 “Increase in domestic pro-
duction of crude oil and natu-
ral gas will mean cheaper 
energy costs,” he commented. 
“Cheaper energy costs will 
give Gulf Coast refineries a 
cost advantage in refining 
petroleum and various chem-
ical products. Consequently, 
the chemical and specialty 
chemical sectors in the area 
are projected to have a big 
renaissance.”
 Tray noted there will be a 
high demand for tankermen 
and other mariners, and that 
there also will be a demand 
for maritime logistics posi-
tions, such as export docu-
mentation clerks.
 San Jacinto College 
launched a maritime logistics 
degree program at the North 
campus in 2010 that features 

Maritime logistics business expected dramatic growth
a one-year occupational cer-
tificate option, and a two-
year associate degree plan. 
According to Phillip Cohen, 
SJC international business 
and trade instructor, the pro-
gram is off to a good start.
 “It’s going well, and I 
consider it ahead of sched-
ule,” Cohen commented. “All 
classes, both day and night, 
have achieved the minimum 
requirement for student 
enrollment, and we have been 
able to offer employment 
opportunities to all students 
interested in a career.”
 SJC networks with several 
major maritime and logistics 
companies that provide em-
ployment opportunities for 

graduates. “Mediterranean 
Shipping Company is the 
largest U.S. shipping compa-
ny, and we have over 30 stu-
dents currently working for 
them,” remarked Cohen. “It 
just indicates how the mari-
time logistics job market 
continues to improve.”
 Larry Newton found direc-
tion to a new career field as a 
student in the SJC maritime 
logistics program. Having 
been a journeyman electri-
cian for the past 20 years, he 
wanted to get into importing 
or exporting electrical equip-
ment, which is why he chose 
the maritime logistics career 
field. “The port is growing 
fast, and the job market is 

opening up for trained, skilled 
labor,” he commented. “I 
believe San Jacinto College 
has the best maritime logis-
tics program because it 
focuses on positions that are 
in demand and upcoming. 
The salary should be more 
than I made as an electri-
cian.”
 Newton will earn an occu-
pational certificate in May, 
and then plans to earn an 
associate degree in maritime 
logistics from SJC before 
transferring to the University 
of Houston. His ultimate 
career goal is to work as a 
customs house broker. SJC 
maintains an articulation 
agreement with UH that pro-

vides seamless transfers to 
students who want to pursue 
maritime logistics bachelor 
degrees.
 In addition to the maritime 
logistics program, San Jacinto 
College also offers an intro-
duction to ships and shipping 
course at the South campus 
as part of an associate degree 
in business administration.
 The college recently pur-
chased 13 acres along the 
Houston Ship Channel to 
build a facility for maritime 
vessel operation training, and 
the college also offers non-
credit maritime training 
courses through its Continu-
ing and Professional Devel-
opment division.

Advertise!
281-481-5656

 The public is invited to the 
presentation, reception and 
book signing for The Offshore 
Triumphs of Karla Jean, by 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake alumna Dorothy Hagan. 
The event will take place on 
Tuesday, May 8, from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. in the Bayou 
Building, Garden Room, 
Atrium I, 2700 Bay Area 
Blvd.
 Also the author of The 
Edge of the Grace Period 

published in 2000, Hagan’s 
latest fiction novel follows 
spirited protagonist Karla 
Jean of Brinkfield, Texas, on 
an adventure set against a 
backdrop of the oil refining 
industry much like the local 
Houston Ship Channel.
 This free event is spon-
sored by Office of Alumni 
and Community Relations.
 For more information, call 
281-283-2021 or email alum 
ni@uhcl.edu.

AlumNight presents 
book signing event

CCART meets May 8
 The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers will meet 
Tuesday, May 8, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Bay Area 
Community Center, 5002 NASA Parkway in Seabrook. This 
will be the final meeting of the 2011-2012 year.
 Following a short business meeting, the featured speaker 
                will be Dr. Greg Smith, superintendent of Clear Creek 
Independent School District, with the state of the schools. 
There will also be a catered barbecue luncheon.
 Coffee and cookies will be served at 9:30 a.m., with the 
meeting beginning at 10 a.m. All Texas retired school employ-
ees from the area are invited. Currently, the group is accepting 
dues for new members and former member renewals for 2012-
2013. Annual dues are $35.

South Belt-Ellington Leader
 The Voice of Community-Minded People

 11555 Beamer       281-481-5656
 E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com        

Davy and Marie Flickinger, owners

Cokesbury Preschool
Now Enrolling for Fall 2012-2013

 • Uses developmentally appropriate curriculum
• Gain social skills, problem solving and joy for learning

• Guided discovery that stretches curiosity
• Gain intellectual empowerment

Children Ages: 6 months-Pre-K (5 years)
Program: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.,

Inquire about possible Extended Day hours

$280/mo. or $285/mo. (infants) - 4 days a week
$180/mo. or $190/mo. (infants) - 2 days a week

Limited Space! Call 832-235-5885
Cokesbury United Methodist Church

Se Hablo Espanol

$1$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Lions Club 
meeting set

 The Houston Space City 
Lions Club will meet Tues-
day, May 8, at 7 p.m. at the 
Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf 
Freeway. For information, 
call George Malone at 281-
438-7243.

Murphys vacation in Ireland

Dr. Maureen Murphy and husband Joe McArdle are shown at St. Mary’s 
Church in Ravensdale, County Louth, Ireland, while on a recent vacation. 
Joe’s family came from this village, and his grandparents were married 
in this church. The couple report they really enjoyed the trip and visiting 
places where Joe’s family resided. Maureen is the president at San Jacinto 
College South campus.                                                        Photo submitted

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

 The Catholic Community of
                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Thomas Puthusseril, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816  Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, 
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, 
widowed.

 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School              9:45 a.m.
 The Fountain (Contemporary)     5 p.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

Attend the
Church of Your Choice

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

281-464-2366281-464-2366
12490 Scarsdale Blvd.12490 Scarsdale Blvd.

FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru May 10FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru May 10
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash

6 wks - 23 mo, $110 per wk •2 yrs old, $100 per wk
3 yrs old & up, $90 per wk

Ms. Janetʼs is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, 
including  MELILLO & MORRIS middle schools and SOUTH BELT elementary.

 San Jacinto College South 
Dean of Business and Tech-
nology, Dr. Brenda Jones, 
was one of 38 college admin-
istrators worldwide recently 
recognized as an Idahlynn 
Karre International Exemp-
lary Leader at the 2012 Chair 
Academy International Lead-
ership Conference in Atlanta.
 “I felt really honored to 
receive the award because it 
means that a lot of individu-
als I work with feel that I am 
a good leader, and support 
our college initiatives,” said 
Jones.
 The recipients are nomi-
nated by their colleagues in 
recognition of their exempla-
ry leadership, best leadership 
practices, and their commit-
ment to their institutions, 
departments, teams and stu-
dents they serve. For Jones, 
getting to network and speak 
to other respected peers 
offered numerous learning 
opportunities and also 
allowed her to share what 
best practices work the most 
for her team in the South 
campus business and tech-
nology department.
 “This conference was 
extremely interesting because 
I had an opportunity to inter-
act with leaders from around 
the world, learn about their 
leadership styles and what 
makes them successful in 

Jones named International Exemplary Leader
their organizations,” said 
Jones. “I particularly enjoyed 
sharing conversations about 
their positive approaches to 
leadership, the importance of 
recognizing and appreciating 
strengths in others, as well as 
creating an environment of 
collaboration, trust, open 
communication and transpar-
ency. These conversations 
really validated the same 
leadership approach that I 
take with our division. We 
also discussed cultivating and 
supporting industry partner-
ships, non-traditional stu-
dents, as well as ways to 
increase student recruitment, 
retention and graduation,” 
she said.
 Being a non-traditional 
student herself, she especially 
connects with these students, 
who start college later in life 
or return to college to finish 
their degrees. According to 
Jones, these students have a 
better chance of completing 
their degree program when 
they know someone else has 
been through the same expe-
riences and sacrifices. “I felt 
extremely out of place going 
back to school with younger 
students, but I started to 
understand that life experi-
ences are extremely valu-
able.  I always make a point 
of encouraging our students 
to share their stories and 

Dr. Brenda Jones, San Jacinto College South campus 
dean of Business and Technology, was recently recog-
nized as an Idahlynn Karre International Exemplary 
Leader at the 2012 Chair Academy International Lead-
ership Conference in Atlanta. Photo by Andrea Vasquez

experiences and to learn how 
applying those lessons can 
help them to achieve their 

 The University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake welcomes all 
to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of its graduates during 
the 2012 commencement cer-
emonies Saturday, May 19, at 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. in Reliant 
Arena, Reliant Stadium, One 
Reliant Park in Houston.
 Of 1,129 graduation appli-
cants, 962 will participate; 
523 during the first ceremony 
and 439 at the second.
 The ceremony for School 
of Human Sciences and 
Humanities and School of 
Science and Computer 

UH-Clear Lake holds spring 2012 commencement
Engineering will be 10 a.m. 
with Glynn Lunney  as the 
keynote speaker. The ceremo-
ny for the School of Education 
and School of Business will 
be at 3 p.m. and with Sandy 
Johnson speaking.
 Lunney, a NASA engineer 
who retired in 1998 from a 
laudable space industry 
career, served as flight direc-
tor on the Gemini and Apollo 
programs and made notable 
contributions to the manned 
space program, including the 
space shuttle.
 He received many awards 
throughout his career includ-
ing the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom presented to the 
Apollo 13 Mission Operations 
Team, as well as the Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, 
Exceptional Service Medal 
and Outstanding Leadership 
Medal from NASA, to name 
a few.
 Since retiring, Lunney has 
served in various consulting 
capacities to NASA and other 
companies; participated on 
the Space Committee of the 
NASA Advisory Council; 

and consulted with Orbital 
Science Corporation on com-
mercial crewed vehicles. He 
is a fellow of the American 
Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics. Active in the 
community, Lunney and his 
family support UH-Clear 
Lake students through the 
Lunney Family Scholarship 
Endowment, established in 
2006.
 Johnson is owner and 
president of Barrios Technol-
ogy, Ltd., a company that 
provides aerospace engineer-
ing and related technical ser-
vices to NASA and the aero-
space industry.
 Since purchasing her com-
pany in 1993, Johnson has 
grown Barrios Technology 
from 150 employees to more 
than 600. She received her 
Master of Business Admin-
istration from UH-Clear Lake 
in 1982, and was named a 
Distinguished Alumna in 
1996.
 Her leadership at Barrios 
Technology has helped earn 
the company awards for both 
products and services, includ-
ing NASA’s highest award – 
the George M. Low Award 
for Quality and Excellence in 
1999 and 2006. Johnson 
received NASA’s Distin-
guished Public Service Medal 
in 2004 and Barrios Technol-
ogy was named NASA’s 
Woman-Owned Business of 
the Year in 2005. Johnson 
partnered with UH-Clear 
Lake twice to establish en-

dowments including the 2001 
Sandy Johnson/Barrios Tech-
nology, Ltd. Endowed Profes-
sorship for faculty in the 
School of Science and Com-
puter Engineering and, in 
2008, a professorship in 
School of Education that will 
provide funding for faculty 
research and development in 
the Doctor of Educational 
Leadership degree program.
 A Commencement Kick-
Off event featuring live 
music, refreshments, door 
prizes and the Alumni Perk 
Zone is scheduled for Friday, 
May 18, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
in the university’s Bayou 
Building, Atrium II, 2700 
Bay Area Blvd.

 All are welcome and ad-
mission is free, but tickets are 
required. Each graduate will 
receive three complimentary 
tickets; additional tickets will 
be available for purchase for 
$2 each.
 To find out more about 
Commencement Kick-Off, 
call the Office of Alumni and 
Community Relations at 281-
283-2021 or e-mail Mindi 
Funderburg, coordinator of 
outreach and communication, 
at funderburg@uhcl.edu.
 For information about the 
commencement ceremony, 
call UH-Clear Lake’s Office 
of Academic Records at 281-
283-2525, or visit www.uhcl.
edu/records/Commencement.

Erica Lynn Wilson and Kenneth James Neel were 
united in marriage on Saturday, March 17, 2012, 
at Kemah Gardens. The bride is the daughter of  
Barbara Wilson and Dr. Terry Wilson. She plans 
to start classes at the University of Texas M.D. 
Anderson in the cytogenetic program in the fall. 
Standing up for her sister was Sherri Michelle 

Wilson Spriggs who became the wife of Terry Joe 
Spriggs in Durango, Colo., on Jan. 1, 2012. Sherri 
and Erica both attended Moore Elementary, 
Thompson Intermediate and Dobie High School. 
The groom plans to graduate from nursing school 
in May. The Spriggs reside in Hesperus, Colo., and 
the Neels reside in LaPorte.

Wilson, Neel marryeducational goals and objec-
tives,” she noted.
 Jones continues to work 

with industry partners to fur-
ther enhance technical train-
ing for students in the South 
campus business and tech-
nology division. Recently she 
met with representatives from 
Ron Carter Automotive deal-
ership in Alvin about provid-
ing possible automotive 
internships for the auto colli-
sion students.
 Not only will the automo-
tive group provide two paid 
internships, but they will also 
provide the tools for these 
students to use during these 
internships. Next month they 
will discuss plans to offer 
sales internships for the cam-
pus’s business students.
 “These internships are 
important because they give 
our students the opportunity 
to experience a real-world 
workforce environment as 
well as promote our college 
values of collaboration, sense 
of community, and student 
success,” said Jones.
 She is also preparing to 
present a proposal for a new 
biomedical clinical equip-
ment technician program to 
the San Jacinto College 
Workforce and Economic 
Development Council. This 
program will bring a new 
career option to the technical 
side of the rapidly growing 
medical industry here in 
Houston.

 San Jacinto College will 
host music concerts during 
May that will feature student 
and faculty musicians. Unless 

SJC hosts free concerts in May
otherwise noted, all events are 
free and open to the public.
 North campus concerts 
will be held at the Dr. Charles 
Grant Fine Arts Center, 5800 
Uvalde in Houston. Central 
campus concerts will be held 
at the Dr. Monte Blue Music 
Building at 8060 Spencer 
Highway in Pasadena.
 • Thursday, May 3, at 7 
p.m. – The Central campus 
will present a choir concert 
featuring four choral ensem-
bles, under the direction of 
Dr. Paul Busselberg, Central 
campus director of choirs.
 The concert choir will per-
form Mozart’s Sparrow Mass 
that will feature several stu-
dent soloists.
 The men’s and women’s 
choruses will present selec-
tions from the standard reper-
toire, as well as modern 

selections, including music 
by Eric Whitacre and Billy 
Joel.
 The college chorale will 
present a wide variety of 
selections, including a pre-
view of a program they will 
perform at Clear Lake United 
Methodist Church on May 6. 
Music professor Dr. Sarah 
Spencer will accompany the 
program on piano.
 • Sunday, May 6, at 2:30 
p.m. – The Pasadena Philhar-
monic Orchestra will present 
its final concert of the 2011-
2012 season in the Slocomb 
Auditorium, located on the 
Central campus. A featured 
soloist will be SJC sopho-
more music student Khoa 
Truong, winner of the Pas-
adena Area Music Teacher’s 
Association Piano Concerto 
competition. Truong will per-

form Gershwin’s Rhapsody 
in Blue. Other selections by 
the orchestra will include The 
Hebrides Overture by Men-
delssohn, and Antonin Dvor-
ak’s Symphnony No. 8 in G 
major.
 The admission price for 
the concert is $10 a person 
for adults, and $8 for seniors 
and children. Tickets will be 
available at the door.
 • Friday, May 18, at noon 
– The North campus will 
present a piano recital by 
music professor Dr. Kingchi 
Au, who will perform con-
trasting styles to demonstrate 
her artistry, and the versatility 
of the piano in conveying 
unique aesthetics.
 For more information 
about fine arts programs at 
San Jacinto College, visit 
arts.sanjac.edu.

If Two Trains...
Acts 8:26-40

Kirkwood South Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Where God Makes Lives Better
10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)

281-481-0004
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.

This Sunday with Rev. Joni Sutton:

www.KSCchurch.org

“HABITAT” HAPPENS!
Youth Events Sundays - 6:30 p.m.

Music Lessons
• Piano/Keyboard • Guitar • Violin • Drum

All Band Instruments
Beginner-Advanced…5yrs-Adult

Save Up To $40! • 713-280-4734 • Call Today
www.HoustonBandProgram.com

CASH FOR...
• Houses
• Rental Units
• Retail Center
• Offi ce Bldgs
• Warehouses
• Acreage/Lots
• 1st Lien Notes
“As Is”..No Commission..No Repairs

Sean...281-222-6088
www.365dayscash.com

UNITED TEXAS       REALTORS
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Oriental Natural Treatment, 
Refl exology Services, 

Chinese Herb Treatment

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLEGIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Great Hand &
Foot Massage

10904 Scarsdale Blvd.
Suite 290 • Houston

10 a.m.-9 p.m.

281-301-9518
281-464-9103

One Hour Foot & 
Body Massage, $20

One Hour Table 
Massage, $40

Sterling Court Sterling Court 
ApartmentsApartments
832-678-4160832-678-4160

9590 Minnesota St. • Houston, TX 77075
(next to Walmart Almeda-Genoa)(next to Walmart Almeda-Genoa)

Affordable Senior Housing!Affordable Senior Housing!
prices start at $532prices start at $532

make history. w w w . g a l v e s t o n h i s t o r y . o r g

1 9 1 6  L o u i s  a n d  A n i t a  R u n g e  H o u s e

YO U R  H O M E S  TO U R  T I C K E T  C O U L D  W I N  A  F R E E  C R U I S E !

NEWS
DAILY

THE
The Robert Knox, Sr. 
and Pearl Wallis Knox

Foundation

The Trube
Foundation Houston’s Best Mix!

 San Jacinto College 
will introduce a dental 
assisting program in fall 
2012 to offer students a 
one-year certificate toward 
becoming nationally certi-
fied in one of the fastest 

SJC introduces dental program
growing occupation areas.
 As public demand for 
dental care increases, so 
do the employment oppor-
tunities. Job prospects for 
dental assistants are pre-
dicted to be excellent, 
according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
The bureau estimates that 
employment in dental 
offices will increase by 
approximately 31 percent 
over the next eight years.
 “There is a greater 
awareness of the impor-
tance of good dental 
hygiene, and advances in 
the dental industry have 
been phenomenal,” said 
Veronica Jammer, dean of 
health sciences at the SJC 
Central campus. “People 
are taking better care of 
their teeth, and they are 
having more procedures 
done to sustain their natu-
ral teeth.”
 Dentists hire assistants 
to perform more of the 
routine dental tasks, which 
allow them to have more 
time to perform more 
complex procedures. 
  “The San Jacinto 
College dental assisting 
program will prepare the 
graduate to take the 
national dental assisting 
certification and applica-
ble state credentialing,” 
said Jammer. “The certifi-
cate curriculum will be 
designed to provide gradu-
ates maximum opportunity 
to continue their formal 
education with minimum 
duplication of learning 
experiences.”Local practi-
tioners will benefit by 
having dental auxiliaries 
who are trained and certi-
fied, not only in basic den-
tal concepts, including 
chair-side assisting, but 
also in areas such as radi-
ology, infection control, 
office medical emergen-
cies, computer skills and 
patient interactions.
 Jammer said the SJC 
health sciences division is 

working closely with pro-
fessional and community 
partners to enhance the 
delivery of the new dental 
assisting program.
 She added that the divi-
sion hopes to expand the 
program to include an 
associate degree in the 
near future.

Twenty-six students from Moore Elementary participated in Pasadena 
Independent School District’s Get Fit Jog event. Of those participating, 
Marcus Saenz placed 26th, Keion Thompson placed 18th, Chatora Williams 
placed 10th, and Eli Donaho took home first place. Pictured are, left to 
right, Thompson, Williams, Donaho and Saenz.                    Photo submitted

Moore students in Get Fit JogUHCL hosts special, general ed council

University of Houston-Clear Lake’s School of Edu-
cation recently hosted the first Spring Collaborative 
Council of Special and General Education Admin-
istrators. Attending were the directors of special educa-
tion at area school districts. The group met to address 
current issues and trends in special education. In atten-
dance were, left to right, (front row) Elizabeth Beavers, 
UHCL assistant professor of special education; Loree 
Bruton, Alvin Independent School District director 
of special education; Cynthia Peltier, Texas City ISD 
director of special education; Travis Young, principal, 
Dayton High School; Michaelene Morrison, Dayton ISD 
director of special education; Randy Seevers, UHCL 

associate professor of special education, and Marva 
Gavins, UHCL assistant professor of special education, 
(back row) Deena Hill, Pasadena ISD director of special 
education; Retta Cook, Pearland ISD director of special 
education; Irene Fellows, Clear Creek ISD director of 
special education; Melissa Knop, Galveston ISD direc-
tor of special education; Aishah El-Akkari, president 
of Association for Childhood Education International; 
Cynthia Barrett, Sheldon ISD coordinator of special 
education instructional services; April Fox, La Porte 
ISD director of special education; and Tracy McKinley, 
president, Student Council for Exceptional Children.
 Photo submitted

 Careers in the science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) fields 
are steadily growing, espe-
cially in Houston.
 As one of the largest met-
ropolitan areas in the country 
with one of the largest medi-

Linru Shan rediscovers new career in STEM fi elds at San Jacinto College
cal and scientific communi-
ties, Houston continues to 
attract STEM field profes-
sionals and students.
 San Jacinto College engi-
neering design graphics stu-
dent Linru Shan is carving 
out a future for herself with 

San Jac engineering de-
sign graphics student 
and CAD lab assistant, 
Linru Shan, received a 
$2,500 scholarship from 
the Texas Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, 
and Math (T-STEM) 
Challenge Scholarship 
Program. Shan plans to 
pursue a career in engi-
neering. 

exactly that in mind.
 Originally from Beijing, 
Shan moved to Houston with 
her husband in 2010. Already 
holding a bachelor’s degree 
in environmental engineer-
ing, she hoped to find a posi-
tion that would fit with her 
experience in landscaping 
architectural design. Facing a 
newly recovering job market, 
she quickly realized that 
technical drafting skills 
would make her more mar-
ketable to prospective em-
ployers.
 “When I graduated from 
college in Beijing, I realized 
that I didn’t have a lot of the 
skills employers were look-
ing for in job applicants,” 
said Shan. “When I moved 
here, I started looking at 
schools for programs that I 
could build on with my edu-
cational background, while 
learning skills and concepts 
that would help me find a job. 
I feel like I’m really learning 
something now and once I 
graduate, I know I’ll be an 
asset to the company that 
wants to hire me.”
 When a scholarship oppor-
tunity from the Texas Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (T-STEM) Chal-
lenge Scholarship Program 
came along, Shan decided to 
apply. The T-STEM Challenge 
Scholarship Program is fund-
ed through a grant provided 
to the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board from the 

Texas Guaranteed Student 
Loan Corporation that pro-
vides grant awards to quali-
fied and selected Texas pub-
lic community and technical 
colleges. It provides merit-
based scholarships to quali-
fying, high-achieving full-
time students pursuing 
careers in STEM and related 
fields. Shan was one of the 
2012 recipients and received 
a $2,500 scholarship from the 
program.
 “In China, my major was 
considered more on the artis-
tic side, which seemed more 
appealing at first. I decided to 
enroll in the engineering 
design graphics program here 
at San Jacinto College since I 
had taken a drafting class 
before, and I thought this 
would be the best area for 
me. At first I was intimidated 
about the scientific and math-
ematical aspects of the de-
gree, but now I feel a lot 
more confident, especially 
since my professors have 
always been willing to help 
when I need it. I want to start 
working after I graduate, to 
get a better feel for the indus-
try, but now I’m considering 
another degree in engineer-
ing,” said Shan.
  In a recent report by the 
U.S. Department of Com-
merce Economics and Sta-
tistics Administration, over 
the past 10 years, growth in 
STEM careers was three 
times higher than growth of 

non-STEM careers. Profes-
sionals in these areas are less 
likely to experience unem-
ployment and earn 26 percent 
more than their non-STEM 
counterparts.
 In 2010, there were 7.6 
million STEM professionals, 
representing one out of 18 
workers in the U.S. More 
than two-thirds of them have 
at least a college degree, 
compared to less than one-
third of non-STEM workers.
 Shan has only lived in the 
U.S. for two years, but she 
has definitely seen the bene-
fits of these career fields. “I 
think STEM careers in 
America offer professionals 
and students a lot more 
growth potential and job 
security. That’s why I think 
I’m going to continue on this 
path, first as a draftsman, 
then work my way up to a 
lead designer or maybe even 
an engineer,” she said.

 Recently at the South 
Campus Student Awards 
Ceremony, Shan was named 

one of the “Most Promising 
Engineering Graphics Design 
Students” of 2012.

832-631-5880

9828 Blackhawk9828 Blackhawk (inside H-E-B) 

Grand Opening!Grand Opening!
Cold drinks with your visit! Cold drinks with your visit! 

( juice, soda, tea, and more)(juice, soda, tea, and more)

Men & ChildrenMen & Children 14.99

WomenWomen   24.99

$9.99
$14.99

Hair Cut Specials!Hair Cut Specials!

Get new Spring color highlightsGet new Spring color highlights
and HY Treatment for dry, fl aky hairand HY Treatment for dry, fl aky hair

Spring 
Spring 

is Here!
is Here!

We specialize in We specialize in ALL hair types!ALL hair types!

Querido Hijo,Querido Hijo,
15 years have passed and 

your loving memory is 
always in our hearts. 

 You are deeply missed and 
forever loved.

    Mikey, we never forget!

Your loving family,
Mom, Dad, Kristi & Aaron, 

and tia Laura

In 
Loving Memory

Miguel Angel “Mikey” Torres, Jr.Miguel Angel “Mikey” Torres, Jr.
December 28, 1979 – May 4, 1997

Happy Mother’s Day
The Works Package $150

save $25

2 ½ hour relaxing
spa treatment

Gift Certifi cates are Available Online

at www.serenewellness.net
 and at the Spa.  Offer good through 

May 31, 2012
281-464-8322

10851 Scarsdale Blvd. (@ Beamer)

Serene Wellness Spa

wishes all our valued clients
ME2333

25 Years • Family-Owned • Same Location25 Years • Family-Owned • Same Location

Full Service Florist for Full Service Florist for 
All OccasionsAll Occasions

12405 Scarsdale Blvd. • 281-484-740512405 Scarsdale Blvd. • 281-484-7405
www.flowersforyouhouston.comwww.flowersforyouhouston.com

Flowers for You

Mother’s Day
Graduations • Weddings
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

www.friendswoodteendriving.net

.friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net

.friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net
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Adult Education 2012 Schedule

Class Only $150 or Class & Driving $350

2012 Schedule
Cost is $365 in full or $385 in two payments

Start Dates         Class Times              Days

Call for Information!

 May 3 - May 24     May 15 - Jun. 6 
            4-6 p.m.     6-8 p.m.
 May 29 - Jun. 19     Jun. 7 - Jun. 28 
            4-6 p.m.       8-10 a.m. & 6-8 p.m.

www.kwikkaronline.comwww.kwikkaronline.com
facebook.com/kwikkartxfacebook.com/kwikkartx

LUBE & SERVICE
Kwik Kar

11210 Scarsdale
281-484-KWIK281-484-KWIK(5945)(5945)

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm • Sun 9am-5pm

FREE
Full Service

Car Wash

With Full
Service

Oil 
Change

$12 Value!

Car Wash
Club

Unlimited
Washes for 
30 Days

(Ocean Wash 
Package)

Includes vacuum  
& wash

3999
 per vehicle

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
One of the Following

Package Wash!
Choose From:
•Ocean Breeze reg $16.99
•Blue Ocean    reg $21.99
•Ocean Signature reg $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, 

SUVs & Limos
Expires 6/15/12

Not valid with any other offer

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

Not valid with any other offer

For Every Dozen Tamales You Buy, 
Receive Half-Dozen Regular Tamales FREE

with coupon  expires 6-30-12

EVERY SUNDAY
Bring in your church fl ier and 

we’ll donate 10% of your 
purchase to your church!

Now Open Sunday

13914 Hwy 3 • 281-990-7800
Mon-Fri 11 am-7 pm, Sat 11 am-5pm, Sun 11 am-3 pm

C&D Burger Shoppe
Our Burgers are the Original 

“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

   Celebrating Our 30th  Year
   Over 3 Million Sold

We Accept
Credit!

Hamburger, 
Fries and 

Med. Drink

Specia
l

Specia
l With Coupon

$4.99
281-481-8606 • 10606 Fuqua

Area softball
Dobie vs. Brazoswood

Game 1: Thursday, May 3, at PISD comp., 7 p.m.
Game 2: Friday, May 4, at Brazoswood, 7 p.m.
Game 3: Saturday, May 5, at Dawson, 7 p.m.
(Game 3 if necessary)

Bidistrict baseball
Dobie vs. 

North Shore

Game 1: Thursday, May 3, at Maguire, 8 p.m.
Game 2: Friday, May 4, at N. Shore, 8 p.m.
Game 3: Saturday, May 6, a N. Shore, noon
(Game 3 if necessary)

Cross lands all-conference pick at OPSU

Julie Cross

Green River GrillGreen River Grill
GREAT FOOD AT GREAT PRICES

Appetizers • Sandwiches • Burgers • Salads • Entrees • Seafood
Bring your own favorite bottle of wine!

1635 Broadway, Ste. 125 • Pearland • 281-993-4994
(corner of 518 & Dixie Farm Road)

Closed 
Closed 

Mondays

Mondays

In one of the most exciting playoff series of the 2011sea-
son, Dobie came back from one game down to defeat 
Brazoswood in three games. Above, Jenna Medina 
hopes to have a big impact once again against the Lady 
Bucs.

Finishing 7-8 in the District 22-5A standings for fourth 
place, Dobie will take on District 21-5A champion 
North Shore beginning May 3. Xavier Johnson (above) 
and his teammates will look tp pull an upset over the 
Mustangs.

State track berths elude local athletes

Julie Cross, a 2009 Do-
bie High School gradu-
ate, had a record-setting 
season at Oklahoma 
Panhandle State Uni-
versity, leading the 
Heartland Conference 
in hitting at .476.

OPSU Communications

 Julie Cross has added 
her name to the list of for-
mer Dobie High School 
varsity softball players who 
have been able to make a 
big splash at the collegiate 
level.

 Now a junior at Okla-
homa Panhandle State Uni-
versity in Goodwell, Okla., 
Cross is coming off one of 
the fi nest seasons in the his-
tory of the program.
 At .476, Cross led the en-
tire Heartland Conference 
in hitting, leading to a fi rst 
team all-conference selec-
tion.
 Cross also led the confer-
ence in on-base percentage 
at .529 and was tied for sec-

ond conferencewide in both 
hits (60) and runs scored 
(41).
 Cross’ performance also 
helped the Aggies enjoy 
their best season in recent 
memory. 
 After winning just three 
games in each of Cross’ 
freshman and sophomore 
seasons, OPSU went 19-30 
this season for a dramatic 
improvement. In the South-
land Conference, the Aggies 
were 4-11.
 At press time, Cross’ .476 
placed her seventh among 
all National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division II 
athletes.
 “Julie Cross was huge 
for us this year,” OPSU 
head coach Rachel Burle-
son said. “As a junior, she 
was  a tremendous leader 
on and off of the fi eld.”
 Cross attributed much of 
her success at the plate to a 
simple adjustment or two.
 As a left-handed hitter, 
 Continued on Page 6B

 An extremely competi-
tive Region III track and 
fi eld meet failed to yield 
much to local athletes, who 
were denied in their efforts 
to reach the state level.
 A good number of boys’ 
and girls’ athletes from Do-
bie and Clear Brook, in-
cluding several who were 
district champions, attend-
ed the meet in the hopes 
of reaching Austin’s state 
meet. It simply did not hap-
pen.
 Clear Brook girls’ 
200-meter speedster De-
siree Scott was the only ath-

lete to qualify for the fi nals 
(top eight in the prelims). 
 Fourth in the prelims, 
Scott was sixth in the 
200-meter fi nal at 46.46 
seconds. 
 Jemarcus Shelvin, a dou-
ble 22-5A champion in the 
110- and 300-meter hurdles, 
placed ninth with a time of 
14.96 in the 110s and 10th 
in the 300-hurdles with a 
time of 39.73.
 As for the other competi-
tors, a fi nish within the 10th 
to 22nd places would have 
to suffi ce at the end of the 
meet.

 The team standings 
were lopsided as Fort Bend 
Hightower’s girls and North 

Shore’s boys ran away with 
easy wins. Both of those 

Continued on Page 2B

Clements softball 
eliminates Brook
 It’s certainly not the way 
Clear Brook varsity softball 
head coach Ashley Pillow 
wanted to see her career 
end.
 District 21-5A champion 
Clements plated a run in the 
bottom of the 12th inning, 

grabbing a 2-0 series vic-
tory over Clear Brook in the 
bidistrict playoffs.
 Clear Brook, the fourth-
place team out of District 
24-5A, dropped the fi rst 
game of the series 4-1, so

Continued on Page 2B

 The coaching carousel at 
Clear Brook High School is 
in full swing as the end of 
the school year nears.
 The varsity boys’ bas-
ketball head coaching spot 
has been fi lled by Chris-
tian Thompson, who spent 
the last eight years as head 
coach at C.E. King High 
School.
 A 1990 graduate of 
Friendswood High School, 
Thompson knows the area 
and the District 24-5A ranks 
well.
 The school has also 
found its new varsity soft-
ball head coach, but that 
announcement has yet to 
become offi cial pending hu-
man resources department 
fi nalization. 
 Meanwhile, Meredith 
Thompson, the school’s var-
sity volleyball head coach, 
is expected to take over as 
the girls’ campus athletic 
coordinator.
 For more on the hiring 
of Christian Thompson and 
his expectations within the 
Wolverines’ basketball pro-
gram, see Page 2B. 

Clear Brook 
fi lls vacancies

Dobie softball, baseball teams facing crucial playoff series 
 As the last two remain-
ing athletic programs repre-
senting Dobie High School, 

the varsity girls’ softball 
and varsity baseball teams 
are intent on making some 

more noise as the playoffs 
hit full stride in both sports.
 The softball team, com-
ing off a 10-0 win over 
Beaumont West Brook in 
the bidistrict round, is fac-
ing an area round rematch 
against Brazoswood after 
the two programs went the 
distance in 2011 in the re-
gional quarterfi nals.
 Dobie’s baseball team, 

which dropped its fi nal 
three regular season games 
in fi nishing fourth in 22-
5A at 7-8, is set to take on 
North Shore, the champion 
of 21-5A.
 Both series will be of the 
best-of-three variety, with 
the games coming May 
3-5.

Dobie-BWood rematch
 It may be hard to match 

the excitement of last year’s 
series pitting Dobie and 
Brazoswood in the soft-
ball playoffs, but the mere 
chance to see the teams 
squaring off against one an-
other in a rematch is a treat 
itself.
 A season ago, Brazos-
wood won the opener of a 
best-of-three series 13-3 and 
surely fi gured to be headed 

to the regional semifi nals.
 Not so fast, thought Do-
bie. 
 Instead, the Lady Long-
horns evened the series at 
one game apiece by win-
ning the second game 6-4 
after grabbing a 5-0 lead 
through two innings.
 In the winner-take-all 
third game, the Lady Long-
horns fell behind 1-0 in the 

top of the fi rst inning but 
plated two runs in the bot-
tom of the fi rst inning en 
route to a 3-1 victory.
 Much has changed since 
the 2011 season. Starting 
pitcher Shannon O’Connor, 
who defeated Brazoswood 
in both of those regional 
quarterfi nal games, is back 
along with infi eld starters 
Chezni Critchfi eld and Jen-
na Medina.
 The rest of Dobie’s line-
up, both offensively and 
defensively, has undergone 
many renovations since 
2011.
 As for Brazoswood, 
the biggest change is that 
Cassidy Droste, who started 
the three games in the circle 
against Dobie last season, 
has missed much of her 
sophomore season with an 
injury.
 In Droste’s absence, the 
Lady Bucs have turned to 
Kennedi Fisher, who was in 
the eighth-grade at this time 
last year.

Continued on Page 3B

"The Company You'll Keep"

REDUCED TO $69,900 - BEVERLY HILLS - 3-1.5-2, Upd. Incl. Carpet, Kitchen Counters, Back-
splash, Hardwood Floors, AC & Water Heater. Lease for $1,000/Mo. Call Tami, 713-628-4157.

POOL! POOL! COMPLETELY UPDATED! KIRKWOOD - 3-2-2, Kitchen W/Granite, 
Tile Backsplash, Wood & Tile Flooring. Remodeled Master Bath, Lg. Den W/FP, Lg. Cov. Patio 
W/Fantastic Pool & Hot Tub. Corner Lot, AC & Heat 2009. $128,500.

REDUCED - EASTHAVEN - Completely Renovated in ‘02, 3 Bed-1.5 Bath-1 Car Ga-
rage, Porte-cache, Ceramic Tile Throughout, Full Bath W/Sep. Shower & Tub, Lg. Bed-
rooms, 20,000 Square Foot Lot. $109,000!  Call Tami, 713-628-4157

NEW LISTING - SAGEMONT PARK - 3-2-2, Spotless, Beautiful! Like-New Carpet, 
Storm Windows, Large Open Living, Huge Backyard, Spacious Bedrooms. Only $99,900!

KIRKWOOD SOUTH - 3-2-2, Priced to Sell, Quiet Neighborhood, Beautiful Landscap-
ing, $84,500! Call Judy, 281-703-6309.

BEVERLY HILLS - BACK ON MARKET W/REDUCED PRICE - 3-2-2 in Desir-
    able Area, Great Curb Appeal, Screened Patio, AC Unit (2008), Solar Screens, Water 
        Heater, Over 1,600 Sq. Ft.  Under $85k! Call Tami, 713-628-4157

A FAMILY OWNED COMPANY YOU CAN TRUSTA FAMILY OWNED COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

Top Agents!

Superior Service!

Personal Attention!

= Positive Results!

= Positive Results!

RRoy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

Be one of our ★ 1,000’s ★ of satisfied customers!

Buying or Selling “New” or “Pre-Owned”

Let Our Experience Work for You!

   Celebrating
   “42” years!

SOLDSOLD
SOLD IN 5 DAYSSOLD IN 5 DAYS

SOLDSOLD

Come Celebrate 
CINCO de MAYOCINCO de MAYO 
with Las Haciendas!

DJ 5-11 p.m. 
Fajitas for 2 Mixed $18.99

Wings Vaqueras $8.99
All Mexican Beer $3.00

Domestic Draft Beer $1.75 
Regular Margaritas $4.00

South Belt • 12933 Gulf Freeway • 281-484-6888
Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m.

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Nasa • 1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45 •281-557-3500 
STAFFORD • 12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY. • 281-240-3060

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

Become the next Karate Kid!
Ages 5 & up: 4 lessons & uniform $25

               Register      Register      
       Now!       Now!
       Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!    
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Junior Division
Team  W  L  T 

Dodgers  7          3          0 

Tigers              6 3 0

Giants   5  3 0

Astros   5  5          0 

Rangers  0 9 0

 Major Division
Team  W  L  T 

Blue Jays           12           1 0

Nationals                   9 3 0

Rockies            8 5 0

Dodgers            7           5 0 

Cubs                          5           8  0

Astros            4           8 0

Rangers                    3           9  0

Giants            2         11 0

AAA Division
Team  W  L  T 

Cardinals           13 0 0

Cubs             9 1 2

Angels             9           4 0

Mets             8 5 1  

Rangers            7           5 0 

Reds             5 7 0

Astros             5           8 0

Phillies            3 9 1

White Sox            2         12 0

Red Sox            1         11 1

Coach Pitch
Team  W  L  T 

Dodgers             6 1 0 

Reds                         6          1 0

Rangers             6 2 0

A’s                       5 2 0

Tigers                        5 2          0

Diamond Backs         4           3 0

Giants                        4           3 0

Angels                        3 3 1  

Astros             2           3 1

Cubs                        2           4 0

Yankees            1           6 0

Cardinals                   0 6 0

Padres                        0           8 0

T-Ball Division
Team  W  L  T 

Astros              7 0 0 

Angels                      4 2 0 

Mets              4 2 0

Red Sox             4 1 1

Nationals             3 2 1

Cubs              3 4 0

Rays                         2 3 1

Rangers             1 5 0

Yankees            1 4 1 

Phillies            0 6 0

Sagemont-Beverly Hills
2012 Spring Standings
As of May 2 on league website

 SBHLL senior league sign-up
 The Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League will accept 
registration for senior division players each Tuesday and 
Thursday through May 10. The sign-up sessions will take 
place in the Junior/Senior fi eld concession stand from 5 to 
7 p.m. Players age 15 to 18 are eligible to compete. The 
fee is $100, cash only, and players must also bring a 
copy of their birth certifi cate and two forms of proof of 
residency. For more information, call Terrance Small at 
832-212-3543. 

UH-V to host baseball tryouts

  The University of Houston-Victoria Jaguars and 
head coach Terry Puhl will hold open baseball tryouts 
on Sunday, May 27, at Riverside Stadium in Victoria. 
Tryouts are open to all unsigned players with eligibil-
ity remaining at the National Association of Intercol-
legiate Athletics level, including incoming freshmen 
and junior college transfers. It is recommended that all 
prospective players apply for entrance to UHV. To do 
so, go to www.uhv.edu. Players are also asked to go to 
the UHV athletic website at www.uhvjaguars.com, and 
register with PLAY NAIA. Players trying out will also 
be required to sign an insurance waiver, and those un-
der 18 must have the waiver signed by a parent.Tryouts 
will begin at 10 a.m., with registration beginning at 9 
a.m. All players are asked to warm up prior to 10 a.m. 
and be ready to go. Each tryout candidate must bring 
his own equipment. Riverside Stadium is located at 406 
Memorial Drive in Victoria.

Golf to benefi t education
 A golf tournament benefi tting the Pasadena ISD and 
Deer Park ISD education foundations will be held Tues-
day, June 19, at Timber Creek Golf Club in Friends-
wood. The Texas Invitational Classic is a four-person 
scramble with awards to be presented to the top three 
teams as well as the closest to the pin and longest drive 
winners. A hamburger lunch will immediately follow 
the tournament. Registration for the event is 6:45 to 
7:30 a.m. Instructions and a shotgun start are set for 
8 a.m. Individual entry is $100. Hole sponsorships are 
also $100. Team entry cost is $400, and cost for a pack-
age team entry is $400. Package entries include maxi-
mum team mulligans and monster drive. Both education 
foundations have 501(c)(3) tax status. For additional in-
formation, call Jack Bailey at 713-906-2585, Bob Ellis 
at 832-367-4246 or Randy Perry at 832-221-4631.

PISD Rugged Race planned
 Pasadena ISD offi cials and community volunteers, 
including the Pasadena Optimists Club, will host the 
Rugged Race, a fundraiser to promote family physical 
fi tness, on Saturday, June 2, at Memorial High School.
Planned as an annual event, the Rugged Race will con-
sist of fun-run and competitive races for youngsters and 
adults. Monies raised will be used to establish areas 
on Pasadena ISD campuses where students and family 
members can engage in fi tness activities. The event will 
begin at 9 a.m. and wind up at 2 p.m. The elementary, 
middle, intermediate and high schools with the most 
registered participants will receive funds for their phys-
ical education departments. Three races are planned, 
including a 1K fun run for children in Pre-K through 
fourth grade, beginning at 10:30 a.m.; a 5K fun run for 
participants in the fi fth grade and up, including adults, 
beginning at 9 a.m., and a 5K competitive run for par-
ticipants in the fi fth grade and up, including adults. The 
race begins at 9 a.m. and will be the only one timed.
Costs are $10 for runners in the Pre-K through grade 4 
group, $20 for grades 5-8 and $25 for high school stu-
dents and adults. A rock wall, bounce house and other 
fun activities are planned. To register, go to www.raceit.
com.

Brook baseball camp May 4-6
 Clear Brook High School varsity baseball head coach 
Gene Flores and his staff will host the 2012 Wolverines’ 
summer youth camp May 4-6 at the school. Students 
ages 7 (entering the second grade) through 14 (incom-
ing freshmen) are eligible to attend. Cost is $90 per par-
ticipant, which includes a camp T-shirt and three days 
of instruction in all aspects of the game. The sessions 
will run from 9 a.m. to noon each day. For more infor-
mation or to obtain a registration form, direct email to 
Flores at efl ores1@ccisd.net.

Dobie girls’ hoops alumni action
 Dobie High School girls’ basketball assistant coach 
Alex Bowman, a former star player at the school, is or-
ganizing an alumni showdown. The games will be held 
Friday, May 18, and there will also be a slam dunk (us-
ing a 7-foot goal) and 3-point shooting contest. There 
will be an alumni game featuring current and former 
players from Thompson Intermediate and Beverly Hills 
Intermediate. The high school alumni game will pit for-
mer Lady Longhorns’ players in action. Anyone who 
played varsity basketball at Dobie under the direction 
of either former head coach Doug Gibson or current 
head coach Shane Brown is eligible to compete. The fee 
is $10 per player, which includes a commemorative T-
shirt marking the event. The public is invited to attend. 
Current players will sell the tickets for $2 each prior to 
the event, and the tickets will be $3 at the door. Doors 
will open at 5:15 p.m. Following a pre-game warm-up, 
the Beverly Hills/Thompson game will be held. The 
Dobie alumni game is set for 7:30 p.m. Those wishing 
to compete may RSVP to Bowman at abowman@pasa 
denaisd.org or by phone at 713-740-0370, ext. 04271. 
Registration forms are available in the school offi ce, 
Monday through Friday, from 7:15 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

SBASA scholarship
 The South Belt Area Sports Association will pres-
ent $500 academic scholarships to one boy and one girl 
senior. Applicants must have completed a minimum 
of three seasons in any of the six SBASA youth sports 
leagues, be in satisfactory standing in attendance and 
academics, and exhibit good citizenship, character and 
community involvement. Financial need will be con-
sidered. Selections will be made by the SBASA com-
mittee. Completed applications must be given to the 
counseling office by May 19. A copy of the student’s 
transcript and a senior portrait should be submitted with 
the application.

Athletic physicals
Students from Melillo Middle School and Thompson In-
termediate will be able to obtain their athletics physicals 
on Tuesday, May 8, on both campuses. Dr. John Kirkwood 
and his associates will perform the physicals for $20. Any 
students planning to participate in athletics for the 2012-
2013 school year must have an up-to-date physical on fi le 
at their respective school before being allowed to partici-
pate. The physician team is expected to be at Mellilo at 1 
p.m. before moving on to Thompson at 3 p.m.

Sports news, notes

Incoming Clear Brook varsity boys’ basketball head 
coach Christian Thompson (center) looks in on op-
tional open gymnasium pick-up game action during 
his fi rst full day at the school. At left is Wolverines’ 
junior varsity head coach Aaron Greenwood. Garrett 
Hilton, Clear Brook’s varsity boys’ assistant coach, is 
at right. Thompson spent the previous eight seasons, 
including 2011-2012, at C.E. King High School, and 
he’s a graduate of Friendswood High School. 

Brook boys’ basketball has new leader in Thompson
 Clear Brook High 
School’s newly named var-
sity boys’ basketball head 
coach Christian Thompson 
has a simple message for 
Wolverine fans right out of 
the gate – he’s here for the 
long haul.
 Thompson spent the last 
eight seasons, including 
2011-2012, at C.E.  King 
High School as part of the 
Class 4A ranks.
 A season ago, C.E. King 
fi nished third in District 
19-4A before losing in the 
fi rst round of the playoffs to 
Beaumont Central.
 Counting stops at Friends-
wood, where he is a high 
school graduate, and Dan-
bury, Thompson has spent 
each of his 16 previous 
seasons in the 4A or lower 
ranks.
 But that doesn’t mean 
Thompson doesn’t know a 
thing or two about the Class 
5A ranks, or Clear Brook. 
In fact, this is an opportu-
nity he has long coveted.
 Thompson remembers 
when Clear Brook opened 
its doors to students for the 
1988-89 school year. With 
only freshman and sopho-
more students attending 
the campus that fi rst year, 
the Wolverines nonetheless 
sent a varsity boys’ basket-
ball team to the court for 
that season.
 “I was a junior at Friends-
wood then, and after gradu-
ating, I eventually coached 
at Friendswood. Clear 
Brook moved up to Class 
5A, but just being in the 
area, we were able to see 
the growth and progress of 
the program.
 “In the coaching fi eld, 
you follow the progress of a 
lot of the programs around 
you. Year in and year out, 
it looks like Clear Brook 
has a very solid basketball 
program. It seems to reload 
itself at all levels every year. 
This is not just a basketball 
job, it’s a very, very good 
basketball job.”
 And now that he has the 
lead whistle, Thompson 
isn’t planning on relinquish-
ing it. The history of Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District boys’ basketball is 
legendary.
 First George Carlisle and 
then Buddy Carlisle built 
legacies at Clear Creek High 
School. Bill Krueger, at one 
time the nation’s winningest 
boys’ basketball coach, did 
the same at Clear Lake.
 George Carlisle and 

Krueger have their names 
attached to the respective 
basketball fi eld houses at 
Creek and Lake. 
 The facilities at Clear 
Brook aren’t adorned with 
any names yet, although 
former coaches Boyd Syles-
tine and Willie Schacherl 
could easily build their own 
cases.As for Thompson and 
his eventual legacy, he just 
wants to take the fi rst step 
toward building a fi ne ca-
reer at Clear Brook.
 “I said in my interview 
that I see this as a from- 
now-to-retirement job,” said 
Thompson. 
 “Class 5A jobs are highly 
sought after, and this one at 
Clear Brook is a great one. 
I’m honored to have been 
given this chance. Now that 
I am here, I’m ecstatic to be 
getting started.”
 For now likely through 

the end of the school year, 
Thompson will split his 
time between C.E. King and 
Clear Brook.
 Currently, he hopes 
to spend most Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
at Clear Brook, getting an 
early jump on what should 
be a big offseason for the 
program.
 Thompson has already 
taken care of one order of 
business. Top varsity as-
sistant coach Garrett Hil-
ton and junior varsity head 
coach Aaron Greenwood 
will remain on staff in their 
previous roles.
 As for the players, 
Thompson knows there is 
work in store both of the 
part of the coaching staff 
and the players.
 Despite a fi rst round 
playoff loss to Hightower, 
Clear Brook is coming off 

one of its best-ever seasons 
at 29-4 overall. But the var-
sity team will now incur 
heavy graduation losses, 
including big-time scorers 
Fred Richardson and Chris 
Campbell.
 Richardson, a four-year 
performer, exits as the 
school’s all-time leading 
scorer. Campbell, at the var-
sity level for three seasons, 
fi nished his senior season at 
nearly 20 points per game.
 “I know we have some 
scoring to replace, but that’s 
in the big picture right now,” 
Thompson said. 
 “We have some guys 
coming back who played 
key roles a season ago, and 
we’ll develop other players 
to fi ll voids.”
 The evalutation process 
is already under way. The 
Brook coaching staff hopes 
to have freshman, junior 

varsity and varsity teams 
involved in summer league 
competition. The open gym-
nasium policies will remain 
as rules allow.
 “We’ll get to know the 
guys,” Thompson prom-
ised.
 “At the high school level, 
you are always losing play-
ers and gaining new ones. 
That part is no different 
no matter where you are. 
We’ll get up to speed pretty 
quick.  
 “That’s why it’s so nice 
having coach Hilton and 
coach Greenwood here. 
They know the kids, they 
know how we do it here at 
Clear Brook. I’m excited to 
add my part to the mix.”
 “For me and for Clear 
Brook basketball, it’s about 
playing together as a team, 
especially on the defensive 
end.

 “I played an up-tempo 
style of basketball at C.E. 
King, and from what I un-
derstand, that will be a good 
fi t here. You always have to 
assess the kids in your pro-
gram and decide what will 
give them the best chance 
to win, but I think we’re 
close.”
 Former Clear Brook 
head coach Jason Pillow 
demanded that his players  
give everything of them-
selves on the defensive end. 
 It’s simply a must to fo-
cus on defense at the Class 
5A level with so many tal-
ented players taking to the 
court on a nightly basis. It 
will be no different under 
Thompson’ guidance.
 “We will focus on team 
basketball, not trying to be 
the hero,” Thompson said. 
“Especially on the defen-
sive end.”
 What can Thompson’ 
players expect from him? 
 “I’m a competitor, and I 
have a true love for the game 
of basketball,” Thompson 
said. 
 “I think it’s reasonable to 
expect the same thing from 
your players, to be competi-
tive and to love being out on 
the fl oor. 

 “Our guys will also see 
that I am fun to play for. 
We’re all out here chasing 
the same goals in the game, 
and together as a group we 
can get it done.”
  So it’s time to begin 
working toward the 2012-
2013 season, and Thomp-
son cannot wait. Due to 
realignment beginning next 
season, the Wolverines’ 
schedule will change some, 
but the competition will be 
as fi erce as ever.
 “We’re going to play 
great basketball programs 
and expect to excel,” 
Thompson said. 
 “I’ve always wanted to 
have a chance to coach at 
the 5A level, and being able 
to do so at a school like 
Clear Brook is an absolute 
thrill.   
 There’s already a great 
basketball tradition here 
thanks to many others, and 
now I just want to do my 
part to help that tradition 
grow.”
 The fi rst step in a new 
era of Brook varsity boys’ 
basketball has been taken, 
and Thompson is ready to 
grab the basketball and get 
things going as quickly as 
possible.

Clear Brook athletes
Event      Athlete  Place  Time
G 400-meter dash  Dominique Lewis  11th  58.79
 Maygen Smith 12th 58.97
G 200-meter dash               Danielle Epps 12th 25.58
G 800-meter dash    Constance Jacob 20th 2:29.65
G 300-hurdles Desiree Scott 6th 46.46
G 4x100-relay   13th 48.70
G 4x400-relay  12th 4:04.99
G long jump Desiree Scott 10th 17-6 1/4
G shot put                          Furqani Al-amin  8th 36-6

B 200-meter dash              Jamarco Stephen 12th 22.44
B shot put                         Julian Gay 10th 49-5

Dobie athletes 
G 100-meter dash   Essence Gilbert        21st   13.20
G 200-meter dash  Ariel Hebert       20th  27.21
  Charity Knight       21st  27.92
G 4x100-relay           19th  50.22
G 4x200-relay           20th  1:49.09
G high jump  Kate Inchun       16th  5-0
B 200-meter dash  Joe Gonzalez       18th  23.41
B 400-meter dash  Ahmad Neal       21st  55.04
B 800-meter dash  Nick Galicia       20th  2:04.23
B 110-hurdles  Jamarcus Shelvin       9th  14.96
B 300-hurdles  Jamarcus Shelvin       10th  39.73
  Jordan Williams       11th  39.78
B 4x200-relay                    21st  1:33.13
B long jump  Andre Timmons       13th  20-8 3/4
B discus  Kerry Henderson       12th  132-4

Continued from Page 1B
teams should be the favor-
ites to win the respective 
team titles in the Class 5A 
division at the state meet.
 The athletes from Clear 
Brook and Dobie went into 
the regional meet with high 
hopes, looking to earn either 
fi rst or second place and a 
spot at the state event. 

Brook, Dobie tracksters fi nd regionals a challenge
 The end of the track and 
fi eld season brings the prep 
careers of some gifted ath-
letes to a close.
 At Clear Brook, sprinter 
Danielle Epps is a senior 
along with Scott, but the 
Lady Wolverines also have 
plenty of talented athletes 
returning for 2013 and be-
yond.

 Maygen Smith will give 
Clear Brook a lift in the 
400-meter event as well 
as the relays. She will be a 
sophomore next season.
 Current junior Fuquani 
Al-Amin will also return af-
ter placing eighth in the dis-
tance, and Contance Jacob, 
also a junior, is a middle 
distance/relay team mem-

ber who will also return.
 Boys’ sprinter Jamarco 
Stephen will exit, but Julian 
Gay, a junior shot putter, is 
among several top return-
ees.
 From Dobie, Char-
ity Knight and Ariel Hebert 
were regional qualifi ers as 
seniors, but the team will 
welcome back the likes of 

Essence Gilbert and high 
jumper Kate Inchun, both 
juniors.
 The Dobie boys will lose 
Shelvin, Jordan Williams, 
Kerry Henderson and Nick 
Galicia. The list of talented 
returnees includes Joe Gon-
zalez, Ahmad Neal, Regary-
an Reed, John Betancourt 
and Andre Timmons.

Continued from Page 1B
the locals needed a win in 
the second game of the se-
ries to force a third game.
 That second game at Cle-
ments went to extra frames 
before the Rangers scored a 
runner from second base on 
a ground ball to fi rst base, 
ending the series.
 With a 3-2 win in the se-
ries clincher, Clements sent 
the Clear Brook team to the 
dugout for the reaminder of 
the playoffs.
 Brook’s Katie Bischof 
saw her career close despite 
seven hits in nine plate ap-
pearances during the series.

 Amanda Nguyen, a Do-
bie High School graduate 
now playing for the Army 
softball team, was named 
the Patriot League Offen-
sive Player of the Week af-
ter leading her team to a 5-0 
record in the span.
 Army won four of its 
games over rival Lafayette 
to move to 34-18 this sea-
son, which is a new school 
record for victories in a sin-
gle season. The team went 
14-6 in conference play to 
earn the No. 2 postseason 
tournament berth.
 Nguyen, a sophomore, 
had hits in 10 of her 16 at 
bats, hitting .625 over the 
stretch. She also scored fi ve 
runs and stole four bases.
 For the season, Nguyen 
is hitting .373.

Army’s Nguyen
Player/Week
in PL action

Clements tops
Clear Brook
in fi rst round
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THURSDAY, MAY 3
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke’s Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 
11011 Hall Road, offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. 
and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of 
the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 281-484-1397 or 
by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Diabetes Support Group – A support group for young adults with 
diabetes. All subjects are open for discussion: new technologies, 
research advances, fears, phobias, dating and other personal mat-
ters. Meets the first Thursday of each month at 1315 St. Joseph 
Parkway #1705, Medical Place One. Contact Dan Steiner, CDE, at 
713-756-8536 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday of each 
month at Barnes and Noble at Bay Area Boulevard and the Gulf 
Freeway. Newcomers are welcome. 

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays 
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, MAY 4
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous – The 
ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club in 
Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program 
of hope, healing and recovery for people who grew up in alcoholic 
or dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 281-286-1431.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

SATURDAY, MAY 5
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – Saturday at 7:30 a.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

9 a.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Saturday at 
9 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons whose 
lives are affected by someone who is addicted. Each Saturday 

morning at 11 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the Westminster 
Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Refreshments 
provided. For more information, contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-
5675 or visit www.frontiersquares.com.

SUNDAY, MAY 6
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved one. 
Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas 
from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more information, call 281-487-8787.

6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – For persons who are trying to over-
come drug addition. Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference 
Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, MAY 7
9 a.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for 
a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at the IHOP on Fuqua 

from 6 to 9 p.m. All who enjoy the game or want to learn to play are 
invited to join. For more information, call 281-488-2923.

6:30 p.m.
New Directions Singles Club – New Directions Singles support 
meetings for ages 55 and up are held each Monday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Webster Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway in Webster. 
For further information, call Linda at 409-392-6886 or Carolynn at 
281-340-2354.
Civil Air Patrol Meeting – Weekly at Ellington Field in the Civil Air 
Patrol Building. Call 281-484-1352 and leave a message for more 
information.

7 p.m.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every 
Monday from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 
E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a spouse 
or other loved one are invited to participate. For information, call 
Betty Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, MAY 8
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
CCART – The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers meets 
the second Tuesday of each month, September through May. 
They are held from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Bay Area Community 
Center, 5002 Nasa Parkway in Seabrook near the Landolt Pavilion. 
All Texas retired school employees from all surrounding school 
districts are welcome to attend and join this organization. Annual 
dues are $35.

San Jacinto College sophomore basketball player 
Flavien Davis (seated center) signed a letter of intent 
to continue his education and playing career at Mon-
tana State University in Bozeman, Mont. The fi rst-
team All-Region XIV selection averaged 15.4 points 
per game and led the team in rebounds with a mark 
of 7.6 per game during the 2011-2012 season. SJC 
head coach Jacob Wonders said Davis played a large 
role in the team’s 52-11 record during his two seasons 
at San Jac. “He was a two-time All-Region performer 

in what some believe is, from top to bottom, the most 
competitive junior college league in the country,” 
said Wonders. “He is willing to give himself up for 
the good of the team, and that is contagious. I look 
for Flavien to continue to be successful and be a key 
part of the program at Montana State University.” 
Those with Davis at the signing included San Jac as-
sistant basketball coaches Scott R. Gernander (left) 
and Albert Talley (right).

SJC’s Davis picks Montana State basketball

The Pasadena Independent School District’s annual Get Fit Jog 
was held April 21, at the Pasadena Rodeo Fair Grounds.  Atkin-
son Elementary was represented by 14 third- and fourth-grade 
students at the event. In order to be eligible to participate in the 
district fi nale, the students were required to jog 40 miles or more 
during the Atkinson Get Fit Jog clubs this year.  The third-grad-
ers jogged a course that was a little over a mile, and the fourth- 

graders jogged a 2.3-mile course.  Those involved for Atkinson at the 
PISD event included, left to right, (front row) Sergio Valdez, Ameera 
Roubi, Matthew Dominguez, (middle row) Nicholas Covarrubias, 
Lailah Martinez, Mauricio Garza, Deon Blacknell, Alberto Campa, 
David Escobar, (back row) Alejandro Vigil, Charlize Tamayo, Jose 
Segovia, Ta’Shawn Lymuel and Isaiah Gonzalez. In the fi nal event, 
Tamayo was 10th and Valdez placed 23rd.

Atkinson Elementary students complete PISD’s Get Fit Jog 

Michael Munoz made his fi rst varsity appearance as the Longhorns used a total 
of six pitchers in eight innings against Deer Park. One of the school’s top overall 
performers at the junior varsity level this season, Munoz is likely to remain on the 
roster for the playoffs.

Dobie head coach Miguel Torres saw his team skid to 
a 7-8 fi nish for fourth place in the District 22-5A race. 
But Torres also knows that each team has gained new 
opportunities with the playoffs up next.

JFD softball,baseball programs hope playoff successes continue for a while
Continued from Page 1B
 Dobie head coach Robin 
Rackley knows plenty about 
Brazoswood, especially af-
ter witnessing last season’s 
epic series fi rsthand.
 She also knows at the 
end of the day, the team that 
plays sound, error-free soft-
ball is likely going to be the 
team to advance.
 “We know it’s Brazos-
wood, but it’s not like we 
haven’t played teams of this 
caliber all season,” Rackley 
said. “We have played a 
very tough schedule that has 

included a lot of teams like 
them. That’s how you get 
ready for the playoffs. You 
play a tough schedule in the 
hopes that you can make it 
to this part of the season. 
Let’s face it, this is the time 
of the year you play for.”
 As she looked out of the 
fi eld a week ago in the fi rst 
round against North Shore, 
Rackley remembers seeing 
quite a few playoff new-
comers who weren’t on the 
fi eld in 2011 or had limited 
roles.
 Dobie has the experience 

advantage in the circle with 
O’Connor trying to hold 
down Brazoswood while a 
freshman – Fisher – goes 
against Dobie.
 Brazoswood, converse-
ly, has an experience edge 
in the fi eld. But Rackley 
knows little of that matters.
 “Most of our kids, re-
gardless of what their role 
was last year, had a chance 
to be part of that playoff en-
vironment last year,” Rack-
ley said.
 “Whether they were 
on the fi eld, in the dugout 
or supporting us from the 
stands, they got a chance 
to experience what playoff 
softball is like at this level. 
 “They also played in 
the opener against Beau-
mont West Brook and com-
peted in front of the big-
ger crowds. We had great 
support from our fans, and 
that’s only going to help us 
moving forward.”
 As for the task at hand, 
the fi rst team to win two 
games will advance to 
the regional quarterfi nals, 
where either Pearland or La 
Porte awaits.
 Dobie has O’Connor on 
its side, a four-year varsity 
performer who led the team 
all the way to the Region III 
fi nals last season.
 Aside from O’Connor, 
Rackley believes in her 
players and their ability to 
stay focused and take care 
of business on the fi eld.
 “Shannon is going to be 
Shannon,” Rackley said. 
“She has been a terrifi c 
pitcher for us for four years, 
and she is going to give us 
a chance to win every time 
she goes out there.
 “Offensively and defen-
sively, my philosophy is 
pretty simple. We have to 
catch the ball and throw it 
well, and we have to come 
up with the key hits and 
execute in live game situa-
tions. It’s not any different 
than any other game or se-

ries, it’s just that this is the 
area round. We’ve had a 
great week of practice, and 
so now it’s just time to go 
out there and play.”
 In closing, Rackley also 
reminded her team of one 
key factor. Dobie gave up a 
big sixth inning in the fi rst 
of three games last season 
en route to a 13-3 loss yet 
came back to win the se-
ries.
 Regardless of which 
team grabs the early ad-
vantage, Rackley expects a 
give-and-take series all the 
way.
 “Brazoswood is not go-
ing to be a team to lay down 
and take a defeat,” Rackley 
said. “We have to fi nish off 
plays and fi nish off games 
when we have a chance to. 

In the end, the team that ex-
ecutes and makes fewer er-
rors is going to be the team 
that moves on to play next 
week.”

Dobie downs BWB
 The score showed signs 
of a rout, but it was anything 
but that as Dobie defeated 
Beaumont West Brook 10-0 
in the bidistrict playoff 
round April 27, at Baytown 
Lee High School.
 A very supportive Do-
bie fan base watched as the 
Lady Longhorns took a lead 
with four runs in the third 
inning.
 The big blow came as 
Emily Espinosa smacked a 
two-out, two-run double to 
give the locals a 4-0 edge.
 Fast forward to the sixth 
inning, where Dobie plated 

six runs to end the game 
by run rule. Chezni Critch-
fi eld had a two-run single to 
highlight that inning as the 
Lady Longhorns went on to 
win.
 O’Connor was great in 
the circle, striking out 13 in 
the game as Dobie survived 
a one-game playoff to ad-
vance to the area round.

Horns’ BB gets NS
 Looking to move on the 
area round for the second 
straight season, Dobie’s 
varsity baseball team will 
have to go through District 
21-5A champion North 
Shore to do it.
 North Shore features star 
center fi elder Nick Buckner, 
a junior who is projected to 
be drafted in the 2013 June 
Amateur Draft by a team in 

Major League Baseball. But 
Buckner aside, Torres sees a 
lot of his own team when he 
looks at North Shore.
 “They’re very aggressive 
at the plate, and very ag-
gressive on the basepaths,” 
Torres said. 
 “They’re not looking to 
take walks and work the 
count at the plate. They’re 
swinging, and once they 
are on base they like to try 
to make things happen with 
some of their faster players. 
 “That’s a lot like what we 
want to do, so the team that 
plays solid defense, makes 
key pitches and makes few-
er errors is going to have the 
best shot at winning the se-
ries.”
 In choosing a best-of-
three series, Torres is clearly 
relying on his deep pitching 
staff to take care of its busi-
ness.
 Torres plans to go with 
staff ace Emmitt Pitts in the 
opener May 3, at Maguire. 
Fellow senior Ryan McCor-
mack is scheduled to pitch 
May 4, at North Shore. 
Should the series go to a 
third and decisive game, 
Torres said Zach Long will 
get the start.
 “We have to pitch well, 
but that’s the key to win-
ning baseball games at any 
level,” Torres said. 
 “We feel like we have an 
edge with our three guys, 
and we have also moved 
up a couple of guys who 
pitched well at the junior 
varsity level for us. I think 
we  can get the job done on 
the mound.”
 Torres also wants to 
see his team win the battle 
against North Shore in the 
mental game. During Do-
bie’s three-game skid to end 
the regular season, includ-
ing a hard-fought 12-10 
loss to Deer Park April 27, 
the Longhorns made several 
mistakes that had nothing 
to do with physical capa-
bilities. That cannot happen 

against North Shore.
 “We have to make better 
decisions out there on the 
fi eld,” Torres said. “That 
wasn’t the case against Deer 
Park in a game we had sev-
eral chances to win. Against 
North Shore, we cannot do 
that.”

DP goes unbeaten
 Deer Park won the 22-
5A crown with a perfect 
15-0 record thanks to a 12-
10 marathon win over the 
Longhorns April 27 at Do-
bie.
 The Longhorns led 6-2 
at one point in the game be-
fore the Deer slowly began 

to come back. Torres even-
tually used six different 
pitchers in the game, and 
Deer Park got a three-run 
double from Logan Taylor, 
a Texas A&M University 
baseball signee, in the top 
of the eighth inning.
 The Longhorns, down 
12-8 entering the bottom of 
the eighth inning, got a two-
run double from Travarus 
Ansley to get within two 
runs.
 But Josh Pettitte, Deer 
Park’s third pitcher, got the 
fi nal out to end the game as 
the Longhorns fi nished at 
7-8 and in fourth place.

Dobie’s Chezni Critchfi eld, a junior, enters the second 
round of the playoffs against Brazoswood after playing 
a big role in the Lady Horns’ 2011 season.
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ESTATE SALE

LEADER READERS

REAL ESTATE

The Leader 
urges all readers to exercise 
caution when responding to 

any ads where there may 
be an exchange 

of personal information.

281-481-5656

11555 Beamer           

281-481-5656

k
karmalennon designs

281-309-7375

LAWN & GARDEN

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

Visit us online @ www.southbeltleader.com

Need Help Around
The Office?

Let the Leader advertise your job 
openings! Just bring your ads to our 

offi ce by noon Tuesday or use the 
mail slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer   281-481-5656

Advertise your business in the Leader!

UPDATE

HELP WANTED
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22
Business - 25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Leader Reader Ads
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22

Business - 25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292832-768-6292

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY !

?????

STORAGE
BOATS, RV’s, CARS

• Concrete floors 
•  Electricity •  Water 

25’ stall - $65
30’ stall - $80

713-943-7172
11502 Dumas

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 3B

TUESDAY, MAY 8
10 a.m.

American Begonia Society – Meets the second Tuesday of each month at the 
Pasadena Town Square Community Room. For more information, call 713-946-
4237 or 713-941-7158.

10:30 a.m.
Tri-County Republican Women – General meetings are held the second Tuesday 
of every month except June and July at Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 Country Club 
Drive in Pearland. A luncheon is available. To make reservations, call 281-484-8083.

1 p.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, an old-time 
kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 
5 p.m. 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For information, call 713-472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech therapy from 1:30 
to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation Center, 4021 Brookhaven, 
Pasadena. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

2 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the Beverly Hills 
Community Center, 10201 Kingspoint, from 2 to 4 p.m. For information, call 
Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Green Thumb Series – The Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2 offers 
free evening gardening lectures the second Tuesday of each month at the Clear 
Lake Meeting Room (lakeside) at 5001 Nasa Parkway. Programs will be held at 
6:30 p.m. Visit the Web site for a list of topics and location at www.hcmgap2.tamu.
edu or call 281-991-8437.
Clear Lake Toastmasters Club – Meets at the Clear Lake Church of Christ, 938 El 
Dorado Blvd. Call Jerry Tate at 281-481-5417 for information.

7 p.m.
St. Luke's Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 
281-484-1397 or by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Houston Space City Lions Club – Meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway. For more information, 
call George Malone at 281-438-7243.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Tuesday 
and Sunday from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Club – Meets the second and fourth week of each month at 
Covenant United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call 
Nellie Galney at 713-991-3517 for more information.

10 a.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for family and 
friends of alcoholics or addicts. Wednesday at 10 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
American Business Women’s Association Bay Area Vision Chapter – Now meets 
at Perry's Italian Grill, 1001 Pinelock in Houston on the second Wednesday of every 
month. For more information or to R.S.V.P., call Lorilyn Wynn at 281-388-5202.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 5 p.m. at First 

Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, Pearland. Visit www.hapson-
line.org for a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – The free group meets the second Wednesday of 
each month at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital. For more information, call 
Steven Williams at 281-929-4199 or 713-266-6400.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Domestic violence sup-
port group for male survivors meets each Wednesday at 210 S. Walnut off 
NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for information. Participants may join at any time 
as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
DivorceCare Group - CT Church – DivorceCare Group meetings are held at CT 
Church, 9701 Almeda Genoa Road, every Wednesday evening from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
in Room #1201. The support group is for separated and divorced individuals. Child 
care is provided. For more information, call 713-944-4815, email divorcecare@
ctchurch.tv, or visit http://ctchurch.tv/ministries.html#17.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Confidential domestic 
violence support group for women meets every week. For information, call 281-
338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturn ing point.com. BATP is located at 210 S. Walnut 
off NASA Parkway between Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis 
hotline is 281-286-2525.
Bay Area New Democrats – Meet at the Clear Lake Court House at 16603 
Buccaneer Drive, across from the new Clear Lake Library. For more information, 
contact John Cobarruvias at john.cobarruvias@bayareanewdemocrats.org or visit 
www.bayareanewdemocrats.org.

THURSDAY, MAY 10
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – meets the second Thursday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. at the Lighthouse Fellowship of Friends, 144 Park Avenue in League 
City. The public is welcome and encouraged to bring others to the interdenomina-
tional meeting.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American Business Women’s Association-
South meets on the second Thursday of each month at MiMi's Cafe in the Pearland 
Town Center, 11200 Broadway Street, #1600. Lunch is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost 
is $20 and includes networking with professional business women, lunch and guest 
speaker. Women of all ages and occupations are invited. Bring plenty of business 
cards. Reservations are appreciated. Contact Monica Perez at mlynnperez2002@
yahoo.com for reservations, or visit the Web site at www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from noon to 1 p.m. at 
Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke's Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 
281-484-1397 or by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

LOTS FOR SALE:
Bar-X Ranch, Eagle Lake.

Selling 2 lots together, $11,500 ea.
Call Ann at 713-269-5282

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

EXPERT TRIMMING, 
SHAPING, REMOVAL 

& PLANTING
 Licensed & Insured 

Free Estimates

AADDRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

No Job Too Small!

Call For Information

Graduates, when 
looking for graduation 
announcements, look 
close to home first!

      THINK
 MONEY

THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll

save 

money!

sell...
you’ll 

make 

money!

Call 
Today

281-481-5656

Ms. Janet’s Children of 
the Future Childcare 

and Learning Center is

NOW HIRING!
Scarsdale Location

281-464-2366
• Full-time Infant/Toddler Teacher

League City Location
281-538-5310

• Full-time Infant/Toddler Floater
• Cook

Experienced Biller/Collector 
needed for a busy internal medicine 

practice please send resume to 
smgroup22@gmail.com

ESTATE SALE 
David & Rita Flora Estate Phase II 

5302 CR 266 (Huepers St.)
Alvin,TX 77511

Thurs. - Sat., May 3-5, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Sun., May 6, 1 p.m.-6 p.m.

For details & complete 
contents of home

Visit www.arborantiques.com

Call: 281-388-1075

LOCK AND SAFE, INC.

*Licensed Preferred
Apply in Person @

10638 Almeda Genoa Rd.
Or Call 713-947-0237

WANTED: Locksmith*
Valid D.L. • No Criminal Record

Clean Background • Multi-Tasker

Presents Presents 

1616thth  
Annual Annual 

South Belt South Belt 
CookoffCookoff

El Franco Lee Park El Franco Lee Park 
Thursday, May 3 to Thursday, May 3 to 

Saturday, May 5, 2012Saturday, May 5, 2012

$5 Admission $5 Admission 
at the gateat the gate

Free admission for ages 12 & underFree admission for ages 12 & under
Proceeds fund South Belt FireworksProceeds fund South Belt Fireworks

Friday: Karaoke Competition, Friday: Karaoke Competition, 
EntertainmentEntertainment

Saturday: Rock Climbing, Moonwalk, Saturday: Rock Climbing, Moonwalk, 
Infl atable Slide, Game Truck Infl atable Slide, Game Truck 

(activities free 10 a.m.-1 p.m.)(activities free 10 a.m.-1 p.m.)
Also, Facepainting, Hair Braiding and Henna Also, Facepainting, Hair Braiding and Henna 

Art by San Jac Cosmetology ClubArt by San Jac Cosmetology Club

Golf Carts, Kids Activities, Sno Cones and Golf Carts, Kids Activities, Sno Cones and 
Banner sponsorship opportunities available. Banner sponsorship opportunities available. 

For information call 281-481-5656 For information call 281-481-5656 
or email mynews@southbeltleader.comor email mynews@southbeltleader.com

www.southbeltspectacular.comwww.southbeltspectacular.com

AUTOMOTIVE
FOR SALE: ‘84 BLAZER 4X4, not 
running, & ‘93 GMC Safari van, 
needs transmission work. Fix or 
use for parts. Both vehicles for 
$1,500 as is OBO. Please call 
832-526-7269 or email jnr520@
sbcglobal.net for photos. TF

CHILDCARE
MS. CATHY’S LICENSED HOME 
Daycare has openings for daycare 
and/or transportation to local 
schools. Also reserving for sum-
mer care. 30 years experience. 
281-380-2936 5-3
WANT YOUR CHILD IN LOVING 
caring environment? Wholesome 
fun, personalized learning. Ages 
1-5, full-time, hourly any age, day 
or night, 7 days a week.  For more 
information, call 713-409-8098.  
 5-3

COMPUTER
COMPUTER PROFESSIONAL 

Repairs and Upgrades. Free esti-
mates, exper t virus 
removal,affordable backup, new 
and rebuilt computers. Deal with a 
technician, not a salesman. Call 
Harry, 713-991-1355 5-3
SOUTHBELT - Data-Systems - 
Hard Drive Data Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, Suite 
120, 281-922-4160. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com. TF

GARAGE SALE
10055 FUQUA ST. Sat., May 5, 8 
a.m.-noon. Southeast Youth 
Bowlers Community-style Garage 
Sale (at Armadilla II Bowling 
Center). Furniture, household 
items, clothes, etc. 5-3
10603 KIRKVALE (Kirkwood 
South). Sat., May 5, 8 a.m.-noon. 
Housewares, tools, adult and teen 
clothing, karaoke machines and 
misc. Three families. 5-3
10118 SAGEGREEN DR. Fri. & 
Sat., May 4 & 5. Three family 
garage sale.  Electronics, antiques, 
baby clothes, furniture, computer 
& supplies. 5-3
SAGEGLEN, MEADOWS OF 
Clear Creek and Estates of Green 
Tee will hold their community-wide 
garage sale Fri. & Sat., May 4 & 5, 
7 a.m. 5-3
10110 SAGEMARK. Sat., May 5, 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. Clean and organized! 
Please no early birds! Furniture, 
JVC stereo system, Sony home 
theatre surround sound, toys, out-
door sports equipment, clothes 
and other misc. 5-3

HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED on 
the job or in an automobile acci-
dent? The company doctor or 
insurance company doctor is not 
your doctor. He works for the  
company. In Texas you get to 
choose your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free con-
sultation. 281-481-1623. I will work 
for you. I have been relieving back 
and neck pain for South Belt fami-
lies for over 30 years. I want to be 
your chiropractor. TF

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: Owner operators only! 
Dry bulk exp. preferred, regional 
position w/quality hometime. 2 yrs. 
exp. 24 yoa CDL-A, good MVR, 
fuel/tire discounts, 713-453-1474  
 5-3
DRIVERS: WANT A Professional 
career? Haul flatbed/OD loads for 
Trinity Logistics Group!  Earn $.40-
.50 cpm! CDL-A w/2 yrs. exp. 
EEO/AA. Call 800-533-7862 5-3
DRIVERS: NEED OWNER 
Operator. Good equip., p.u. trks., 
stk. bed, gooseneck, TWIC card, 
out of town. 713-227-1616 5-3
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 
for commercial properties to over-
see and perform tenant improve-
ments/build-outs and repairs. Fax 
resume to 281-484-8880 or email 
Donya.HR@gmail.com 5-3
DRIVERS: 7 NEW REGIONAL/
OTR openings! Great pay & great 
benefits! CDL-A w/X End, TWIC 

978-4201 5-31

SERVICE
MEDICAL HEALTH AIDE: 
Dependable, honest, will work in 
home. Nights or weekends. 832-
366-6588 5-3
“NOT RUNNING” I REPAIR AND 
tune small engines, lawn mowers, 
weed eaters, generators, etc. 
Qualified for all residential repair. 
Small labor fee + parts. South Belt 
area. Call Eric, 713-256-4545  
 5-10
SEWING & ALTERATION for men, 
women & home fashions. 
Experienced seamstress. Call 
Karen, 713-943-7935 TF

card & 1 yr exp. req. Martin 
Transport, 1-866-823-0344  
 5-10
INSURANCE CSR - BILINGUAL 
SE area home & auto insurance 
agency looking for PT self-moti-
vated, excellent customer svs and 
computer skills, 55 wpm, experi-
ence required. Fax 832-632-1193 
or email agentlara@yahoo.com  
 5-17
DRIVERS: Immediate openings! 
100% paid health ins., great pay & 
bonuses! CDL-A, 1 yr OTR T/T 
exp., TWIC, tank-haz end. req. 
Martin Transport, 1-888-880-5915  
5-24

HOUSE CLEANING
CLEANING KIM’S JANITORIAL & 
Maid Services. Free estimates, 
reasonable rates, Christian 
woman.  Call Kim, 713-874-4568, 
or John, 713-725-5771 5-11

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE: FORMAL DINING 
room table and buffet, $800 - 6 
chairs (2 captain chairs), off-white 
cloth cushions, rectangular glass 
top matching buffet. Craigslist 
#2929850363. 832-212-2889  
 5-3

REAL ESTATE
HOUSE FOR RENT: 3,400 sq. ft., 
3.5 bath, CCISD, 3 car garage, 
Sageglen Sec. 3, $1,600/mo., 2 
mo. deposit. 281-242-6655 5-17
FOR LEASE: 3-2-2 on cul-de-sac, 
fenced yard, Scarsdale, $1,075/
mo., $300 deposit, first & last. 832-
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $22
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  A/C 

CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Repairs

Additions • Pool Fill-ins • Etc.
WE ARE INSURED

Office 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us
We also do hauling.

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

★★★★★

★★★★★

See

Additional 

SERVICE

and

LAWN &

GARDEN

Ads on

Page 4B

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Pressure Washing

• Hardy Plank Installation
• Fencing

References Available
Free Estimates

281-773-3991 • 281-481-0428

Marcus Gonzales 
Construction

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed 

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley
’76 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Great
 Prices!

281-481-9683

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

★★★★★★★★★★★★★

Visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com

DECK TECH FENCES
www.DeckTechFences.com

832-297-3339
99% of our fences withstood Hurricane Ike

X
Complete Building Maintenance

Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

 TECL# 2567

Master Electrician - Call Joe @
713-302-5742

6

Let the Leader 
help you 
with your 
advertising!

Call Today! 

281-481-56566

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Small Jobs Preferred

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 281-488-3361

JIM GREEN REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Custom Cabinets • Patio Covers • Doors • Trim • Etc.

Serving South Belt for 30 Years
281-642-4340      Free Estimates

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

Call for A/C Check Up                           

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351

GET IT TODAY!

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

www.southbeltairandheat.com

CAVAZOS
PLUMBING

Serving & Saving 
Your Community

for 18 Years

A-Rated on Angie’s List
281-692-1684 MPL #18439

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

• SHEET ROCK • ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

BATHROOM REMODELING
WATER DAMAGE REPAIR

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

SHEETROCK SPECIALIST 
REPAIR CRACKS & ANY TYPE OF DAMAGE, 

MATCH ANY TEXTURE & PAINTING

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR • REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
• PLUMBING • FOUNDATION PROBLEMS
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

HAYDEN AIR & HEATHAYDEN AIR & HEAT
Now is the time to take advantage of reduced prices!

License #TACLB4351C
281-481-3914

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!ASK ABOUT 

ASK ABOUT 

ATTIC INSULATIoN
ATTIC INSULATIoN

NO OVERTIME 
NO OVERTIME 

CHARGE!CHARGE!

INTEREST-FREE 
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING 
FINANCING AVAILABLE WAC

AVAILABLE WAC

Ask About 
Centerpoint Energy

REBATES
Up to $1200

Factory Rebate (Ask for Details) or

12 Months Interest-
Free Financing

with Approved Credit, with Coupon, 
Limit One Coupon Per Customer. 

Exp. 11-15-11

?????

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

J&M SERVICE CO.
A Complete Service Company

Since 1983
Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels
 ★ CERAMIC TILE ★ TUB & SHOWER
 ★ WOOD FLOORS    CONVERSIONS
 ★ GRANITE ★ MEET ADA STANDARDS
 ★ CULTURED MARBLE ★ SAFETY GRIP BARS
 ★ PLUMBING ★ COMPLETE REMODELS

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

See Additional 
SERVICE and 

LAWN & GARDEN 
Ads on Page 4B

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS
Repair & Remodeling

Guaranteed Quality Work • Bonded & Insured
Flood Damage & Insurance Claims

281-484-8121
ROOFING - HARDI-PLANK - SHEETROCK - CONCRETE - KITCHENS

PAINTING - BATHROOMS - CARPENTRY - POWER WASHING - FLOORS

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner,

Office Manager

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

NOW SELLING PRE-OWNED APPLIANCES
• washers • dryers • refrigerators • more!

NEW & USED APPLIANCE PARTS
9125 Airport Blvd. E3

For sales & parts, 713-909-5240

We service all major 
home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

SAME DAY SERVICE

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

Oup Professional Servies Now IncludeOup Professional Servies Now Include
 Air Conditioning Air Conditioning

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill MPL 20628, TACLA 17658C

www.airstream-acservice.com
Lic.TACL23730E

Free Estimate   281-481-6308

$10 OFF A/C Check-up
Limited to South Belt-Ellington area. For a limited time.

Airstream
A/C & HEAT

60 MONTHS 0% APR
FINANCING AVAILABLE
WITH APPROVED CREDITCREDIT

281.485.6383281.485.6383
TACLB26867E

www.jmsairandheat.com

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone you can trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models

Get a letter in the mail offering unbelievable rebates & discounts?  
Get their bottom line price, then call us.  Chances are, we’ll save you even more!

With our HIGH QUALITY INSTALLATIONS and FAIR PRICES, 
we don’t need gimmicks!

TACLB002755C

20 point AC 
Tune-up/Check-up

$49.50

Reasonable
Dependable

25 Years Experience
sandra.waldrop@yahoo.com

Supplies Furnished
References Available

CALL Sandra
281-773-3990

House Cleaning
Cleaning Done by Owner

Commercial Residential

Wood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Laminate • Granite

832-236-4898
mayo2002@sbcglobal.net

When Quality Counts! • Est. 1996 • SB area resident
FREE ESTIMATES • OWNER OPERATED • FULLY INSURED

Mayo Flooring

Custom

Showers

Laminate Flooringstarting at $2.99 
w/molding

BOB TAYLOR REMODELING
Kitchen Cabinets Resurfaced, Grinding & Sanded

All New Hardware ● New Fences, Gutters ● Crown 
Molding & Baseboards ● New Interior Doors ● Flower 
Beds ● Painting Interior & Exterior ● Storage Sheds
NO ONE BEATS OUR PRICES GUARANTEED
37 yrs. in Sagemont ● 9 yr. Sagemont Little League Coach

Free Estimates!  281-814-8101

CARPENTER
★  SHEETROCK  ★  CARPENTRY REPAIRS

★  DOORS  ★  PAINTING ★  FLOORS
★  ROTTEN WOOD ★  ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-515-3781
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Clear Brook High School senior pitcher/fi rst baseman Nolan 
Trabanino (seated) will continue his education and playing ca-
reer at the University of Texas-San Antonio after signing a letter 
of intent. Those with Trabanino at the signing included, left to 

right, Robert Trabanino (father), Debbie Trabanino (mother), 
Gene Flores (Brook head varsity baseball coach) and Michele 
Staley (Brook principal).

Brook baseball’s Trabanino headed to UT-San Antonio

At left, Julie Cross has 
been a starter in center 
fi eld since she arrived 
on campus at Okla-
homa Panhandle State 
University in the fall of 
2009. Now, coming off 
a tremendous offensive 
season, Cross should 
be in line for consider-
ation when All-Amer-
ican nominations are 
dealt later this sum-
mer.
OPSU communications

Continued from Page 1B
Cross has for a long time 
utilized the slapping style 
of hitting commonly used 
in softball. 
 Simply put, slap hit-
ters try to punch the ball to 
the left side of the infi eld, 
where the third baseman 
and shortstop are playing 
defense, then use their extra 
step toward fi rst base to beat 
out a possible throw.
 Cross used a hard slap-
ping style as a freshman in 
2010 to put together a pretty 
good season, but her aver-
age dipped to about .275 as 
a sophomore. It was time 
for a change.
 Switching to a soft slap-
ping style, Cross has fl our-

ished as the Aggies’ No. 
9 hitter in the lineup. As 
Cross explains it, she sim-
ply slaps at the ball in an at-
tempt to get the ball to take 
three hops before reaching 
an infi elder. 
 Cross, through her own 
experience, knows that by 
the time the ball bounces 
three times to an infi elder, 
her speed will allow her to 
reach fi rst base safely. 
 Given that all but three 
of Cross’ 60 hits this sea-
son were singles, she knows 
what she’s talking about.
 “My new style worked 
out great this year. It’s all 
about staying on top of the 
ball, trying to chop it out 
into the infi eld and then us-

ing my speed.”
 Cross is also happy about 
the progress of the Oklaho-
ma-Panhandle State pro-
gram. 
 A starter in center fi eld 
since her arrival on cam-
pus, Cross has seen both the 
lows and the highs.
 In 2011, OPSU improved 
to 19 wins but still fi nished 
fi fth in the six-team Heart-
land Conference. However, 
Cross feels great about the 
team’s direction.
  “We also had a much 
better season and a much 
better attitude on the team 
this year,” Cross said. 
 “Next season, we should 
only lose two players. Ev-
erybody is feeling good 
about it, and it just takes 
another offseason of hard 
work to improve.”
 Cross, the daughter of 
Stephen Cross, the Dobie 
High School boys’ basket-
ball varsity assistant coach 
and his wife, Eizabeth, is 
also well on her way to get-
ting her education.
 Julie Cross is studying in 
the health and physcical ed-
ucation fi eld at OPSU and 
wants to eventually earn her 
master’s degree. 
 Down the road, Cross 
sees herself following in her 
father’s footsteps, becoming 
an educator and athletics 
coach, likely on the softball 
fi eld.
 “Things are going great 
for me here,” Cross said. 
“It’s a little sad that it’s all 
going to be over for me next 
year in terms of playing, but 
I have a lot of other things 
in front of me I want to pur-
sue.” 

New style helps OPSU’s Cross

San Jacinto College softball begins quest to reach national tourney

entering the Region XIV 
postseason tournament May 
3-6 at Angelina College in 
Lufkin.
 Once owners of separate 
11-game and 20-game win-
ning streaks, San Jacinto 
opened Region XIV play at 
16-0 and appeared well on 
its way to the postseason 
tournament’s top overall 
seeding.
 Yet now things have 
changed. Losers of fi ve of 
their fi nal eight conference 
games, San Jacinto (42-11, 
19-5) slipped to second 
place in the South divison.
 Meanwhile, Blinn, the 
three-time defending Re-
gion XIV champion, is 
again the team to beat after 
fi nishing the season on a 
roll.
 San Jacinto and Blinn 
will not see one another for 
at least the fi rst two games 
at the regional tourmanent, 
but it’s safe to say the two 
will meet at some point dur-
ing the double-elimination 
event that decides who at-
tends nationals. 
 San Jacinto College head 
coach Kelly Saenz has tak-
en the happenings in recent 
weeks in stride. She knew 
Blinn would present a tough 
challenge down the stretch. 
No surprise there. Now, her 
team just needs to get back 
on track.
 “I think it’s all about get-
ting back to our approach at 
the plate and swinging the 
bats like we are capable of 
doing,” Saenz said.
 “I think in some situa-
tions late in the season we 
were changing our swings 
and maybe trying to do a 

little too much. Since we 
have had this little break, 
we have really tried to go 
back to the basics and trust 
our swings as a team. We 
have the offensive capabil-
ity, but we just have to get 

back to playing our game.”
 San Jacinto and Trinity 
Valley are paired with Tex-
arkana and Galveston in 
that portion of the bracket.
 The respective winners 
will meet one another May 

 “These kids have worked 
so hard, and they are a close 
group,” she said.
 “They know how to win 
close games and they know 
what it takes to get it done 
in all phases of the game.
 “We hit a little bump 
there toward the end. But 
I really believe we have 
worked through some 
things. Granted, it’s been 

the tournament ends up be-
ing a long one anyway be-
cause of the double-elimi-
nation format.”
 Blinn, having attended 
each of the past three na-
tional tournaments, is intent 
on a repeat.
 This season, San Jac and 
Blinn split four games, so 
Saenz knows her product 
can win in the end.

Brooke Dubois will also get 
plenty of action as San Ja-
cinto could play six games 
in four days.
 “We’ll look at some of 
the matchups and do what 
we feel is best to help us 
win games,” Saenz said. 
 “Ultimately, you want to 
stay in the winner’s bracket 
and limit the number of 
games you play. In the end, 

Jac also owns a 4-0 record 
against Galveston College 
this season.
 Saenz is leaning toward 
using sophomore pitcher 
Alexis Estrada in the open-
er, simply because Trinity 
Valley did not face her in 
that lone game between the 
two teams.
 San Jacinto pitchers 
Shannon Millman and 

4, at 3 p.m. From there, 
Blinn lilely lurks in the next 
round.
 At the Region XIV cross-
over tournament earlier this 
season, San Jacinto defeat-
ed Trinity Valley 4-2. San 

 To get back to nationals 
for the fi rst time since 2008, 
those within the San Jacinto 
College softball program 
know it has much more to 
do with performance and 
less to do with what the op-
position offers.
 Ranked No. 11 in the 
country, San Jacinto is sud-
denly playing a new role 

done in practice, but I’m 
confi dent we can carry that 
over to the fi eld.
 “This is the time of the 
season we have been wait-
ing for. The chance to go to 
nationals is there. We just 
have to go out there, ex-
ecute, make plays and come 
up with big hits. It’s basic 
softball, but that’s what we 
have to get back to.”

Region XIV
Tournament

San Jacinto vs.
Trinity Valley

May 3, 10 a.m.
at Angelina College

Above, San Jacinto Col-
lege softball head coach 
Kelly Saenz (right) takes 
time out during an at 
bat to discuss strategy 
with standout freshman 
player Brooke Dubois, 
who fi gures to play a 
big role in the Region 
XIV tournament. At 
left, sophomore pitcher 
Alexis Estrada is likely 
to get the start in the 
tournament opener May 
3, as the locals take on 
Trinity Valley.

Photos by John Bechtle


