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Thousands expected to attend cook-off
 After months of preparation, the annual South 
Belt Spectacular Cook-off is fi nally here, set to 
take place Thursday, April 26, through Saturday, 
April 28, at El Franco Lee Park, located at 9400 
Hall Road. (Thursday will be primarily for cookers 
only, while Friday and Saturday will be open to the 
public.)
 Organized and operated by the Southeast Vol-

unteer Fire Department, the cook-off is the only 
fundraiser for the annual South Belt Fourth of 
July fi reworks display, also held at the area park. 
In recent years, the cook-off has also provided 
funds for local scholarships and various youth or-
ganizations.
 For the fi rst time in the event’s 22-year history a 
crawfi sh boil will be held Friday night.

 In another fi rst for the event, live musical acts 
will perform on Saturday night. Headlining the 
show will be JB and the Moonshine Band. Open-
ing the show will be Phineus Reb.
 Charlie Robison was originally scheduled to 
perform Saturday but has canceled due to health 
issues.
 Earlier in the day Saturday, the event will ca-

ter more toward families, with children 12 and 
under being admitted for free from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.
 Free children’s activities include moonwalks, 
rock climbing, pony rides, a petting zoo, a train, 
a coin-in-a-haystack game, an obstacle course, 
face painting, hair braiding, a police helicopter 

Continued on Page 4A

Beltway closures planned
 
 At least one inside lane on the westbound 
frontage road of Beltway 8 from Beamer Road 
to Blackhawk Boulevard will closed continu-
ously through 5 p.m. Saturday, April 28.
 Both the eastbound and westbound U-Turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Beamer Road will be 
closed continuously through 9 p.m. Friday, 
May 4.
 All entrance ramps to Beltway 8 at the Gulf 
Freeway intersection will be closed from 10 
p.m. Friday, May 4, through 5 a.m. Monday, 
May 7.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from Beamer 
to Highway 288 from two to four lanes in each 
direction.

Frazier pre-K meet set
 Frazier Elementary will host the Pre-K 
Round Up on Wednesday, May 2, from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria. This meeting will 
provide information on Frazier’s pre-K pro-
gram and criteria for qualifying, and each 
family will be scheduled for an individual 
preregistration appointment to take place 
sometime in May. To qualify for pre-K, a child 
must turn 4 years old by Sept. 1. 

Gulf Freeway closures set 
 
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from FM-518 to FM-517 in League 
City will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
through Saturday, April 28. Alternate entrance 
and exit ramps will be closed.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on the 
Gulf Freeway from the IH-610 South Loop to 
Almeda Genoa Road will be closed daily from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Friday, April 27, (ex-
cluding weekends).
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 
to SH 96/League City Parkway daily from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Monday, Dec. 31. Alternate entrance 
and exit ramps will be closed.
 The northbound frontage road of the I-45 
Freeway from FM 518 to NASA Bypass/
NASA Road 1 will be continuously closed 
through 5 a.m. Friday, Aug. 31. Traffi c travel-
ing north on the frontage road will take I-45 
north main lanes from the FM 518 entrance to 
the NASA Road 1 exit.

Dolphins hold registration
 
 Southbelt Dolphins football, cheer and drill 
teams will hold registration at Sagemont Com-
munity Center, 11507 Hughes, from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, April 28. Total cost is $300. 
Required deposit at registration is $150. For 
information, call Raoul Garza at 281-481-7880.

Kirkwood South to meet
 
 The Kirkwood South Homeowners Associ-
ation will hold its annual meeting on Thurs-
day, April 26, at the Sagemeadow Municipal 
Utility District building, located at 10755 Hall 
Road at Blackhawk, beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
All KWS residents are encouraged to attend.

JFD seniors parent night 
 A seniors parent night will be held Thurs-
day, April 26 at 6 p.m. in the Dobie cafete-
ria. This meeting will assist juniors and their 
parents with preparation for their senior year. 
Information about college applications, fi nan-
cial aid and scholarships will be shared. Those 
wanting to get a head start on college applica-
tions will not want to miss this meeting.

Scouts garage sale reset
 Due to the predicted thunderstorms on Sat-
urday, April 21, the Boy Scout Venture Crew 
692’s garage sale was rescheduled for Satur-
day, April 28. The event will still take place at 
11202 Sagewillow from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. For 
more information, call Robert Mendoza, asso-
ciate crew advisor, at 713-569-2970.

Highland Meadow to meet
 The monthly meeting of the Highland 
Meadow HOA is scheduled for Wednesday, 
May 2, at 7 p.m. at the Parker Williams Li-
brary, located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Home-
owners are encouraged to attend. Questions 
prior to the meeting may be directed to Alma 
Reyes with C.I.A. Services at 713-981-9000 
or CustomerCare@cia services.com.

Library friends seek items
 
 The Friends of Parker Williams Branch Li-
brary, located at 10851 Scarsdale, is seeking 
donations of current, gently used fi ction and 
nonfi ction books, especially adult soft-backs, 
pocket books and children’s books. CDs and 
DVDs will also be accepted.  The items will 
be sold to fund summer programs and other 
expenses.

Free self-defense classes
 
 The American Society of Karate offers free 
one-hour self-defense and martial arts classes for 
ages 13-80 at the Sagemont Community Center, 
11507 Hughes, on Fridays at 7:30 p.m. through 
May 25. For details, email Michael.Alonzo@
ASKKarate.com or call 281-788-5930. 

Sagemeadow
repairs

sewer lines 
South Belt residents may have re-
cently noticed a road closure on 
Kirkfair near Sagebluff. The area 
street was temporarily closed so 
crews from the Sagemeadow Mu-
nicipal Utility District could make 
repairs to roughly 60 feet of aging 
sewer pipe and gaskets. The road 
has since reopened but with steel 
plates in place for vehicular sup-
port. A permanent street repair 
should take place in the near fu-
ture, according to MUD offi cials. 
A crane is shown above hoisting 
a trench safety box, which is de-
signed to protect workers from 
the hazards of a possible collapse 
when working underground. 

 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Crews cause beltway delays

A convoy of trucks is shown above transporting massive structural support beams along the 
westbound Beltway 8 frontage road between Sabo and Beamer. The beams are to be used 
in the ongoing project to widen Beltway 8 from Beamer Road to Highway 288. The convoy, 
which also extended from Beamer to Blackhawk, caused extensive traffi c delays on Mon-
day, April 23. Construction is expected to take approximately one year to complete. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

San Jac to offer Harvey scholarships
 The San Jacinto College Foundation has re-
ceived additional funding for San Jacinto College 
students who have been impacted by Hurricane 
Harvey. 
 The Texas Association of Community Col-
leges (TACC) Harvey Help Scholarship Fund 
will help students continue their education by 
providing fi nancial support to San Jacinto Col-
lege students who have suffered hardship due 
to Hurricane Harvey. Scholarship funds are dis-
persed into the student’s college account. Funds 
are designated for educational expenses, such as 
tuition and textbooks.
 The amount of assistance awarded will be de-
termined by the San Jacinto College Foundation 

after careful review of all applications received 
for assistance.

Eligibility Requirements
 • Currently enrolled in a minimum of six cred-
it hours 
 • 2.0 or higher GPA
 • Reside in a Texas disaster declared county
 • Must have been impacted by Hurricane Har-
vey
 For more information and to apply for the Har-
vey Help Scholarship, visit https://sjcdgrants.ac
ademicworks.com/opportunities/57.
 The deadline to apply is Monday, April 30. 
For questions, contact the SJC Foundation offi ce 
at 281-998-6104 or Scholarship.Info@sjcd.edu.

Early voting underway for CCISD  
 Early voting for the May 5 Clear Creek In-
dependent School District Board of Trustees 
election is currently underway and will continue 
through Tuesday, May 1.
 To be fi lled are the District 4 seat, currently 
held by Page Rander; the District 5 seat, current-
ly held by Jay Cunningham; and the At Large 
Position A seat, currently held by Charles Pond. 
All three board members have fi led for re-elec-
tion.
 Challenging Rander for the Position 4 seat is 
Jeff Larson; challenging Cunningham for the Po-
sition 5 seat are Michelle Moore and Yvonne Ti-
bai; and challenging Pond for the At-Large Posi-
tion A seat are Jacob Berry and Jennifer Broddle.
 To vote in the District 4 or District 5 elections, 

residents must live in that district. All voters in 
the school district, however, are eligible to vote 
in the At-Large Position A race.
 Early voting locations include Clear Brook 
High School, located at 4607 FM 2351 in Friend-
swood; Clear Lake High School, located at 2929 
Bay Area Boulevard; and the CCISD Education 
Support Center, located at 2425 E. Main St. in 
League City.
 Early voting hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 26, and Friday, April 27; 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Saturday, April 28, Monday, April 
30, and Tuesday, May 1.
 For additional information about the election 
and candidates, visit www.ccisd.net/2018elec
tion.

Police still searching for AMC shooter
 Police are still searching for Adrian Mondrag-
on, the suspect charged in the fatal shooting out-
side the AMC movie theater at Beltway 8 and the 
Gulf Freeway the night of Saturday, April 14.
 Mondragon’s victim has been identifi ed as 
Luis Perrett.
 According to police, the incident took place 
around 9:20 p.m., as Perrett was leaving the the-
ater with Mondragon’s ex-girlfriend. Armed with 
a rifl e, Mondragon, 22, reportedly confronted the 
couple, then fi red a single shot, striking Perrett in 
the chest. 

 He was pronounced dead at the scene.
 Mondragon fl ed the scene in a black Chevrolet 
pickup truck, police said.
 To view a photo of Mondragon, see last 
week’s Leader or visit http://cityofhouston.news/
suspect-charged-wanted-in-fatal-shooting-at-
11801-south-sam-houston-parkway-east/.
 Anyone with information on the whereabouts 
of Mondragon is urged to contact the Houston 
Police Department Homicide Division at 713-
308-3600 or Crime Stoppers of Houston at 713-
222-TIPS (8477).

Beltway completion pushed back
 South Belt commuters may be unhappy to 
learn that ongoing construction efforts to widen 
Beltway 8 from Beamer Road to Highway 288 
are taking longer than originally projected.
 While the work, which began in March 2016, 
was initially scheduled to be complete around 
March 2018, the completion date has now been 
pushed back until March 2019, according to 
sources familiar with the construction.
 The extension is largely attributed to a change 
in scope of the endeavor. Hurricane Harvey was 
also responsible for causing delays, sources said.

 Approved by Harris County Commissioners 
Court in December 2015, the work will widen 
the beltway from Beamer to Wayside. The proj-
ect will provide four lanes in each direction for 
the entire length of the project. While some por-
tions of the corridor are already four lanes, other 
stretches are currently only two lanes. 
 The Harris County Toll Road Authority 
awarded the construction contract to Pulice Con-
struction, which submitted the lowest bid of ap-
proximately $96 million. The company was also 

Continued on Page 6A

Mayor starts Adopt-a-Drain program
 Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner and Amy 
Reed, executive director of Keep Houston Beau-
tiful, announced the launch of the city’s new 
Adopt-A-Drain program, which is a partnership 
between Houston Public Works, Keep Houston 
Beautiful and community partners. This program 
hopes to help prevent future fl ooding, save tax-
payer money and keep the neighborhood storm 
drains clean and litter free. 
 The city is addressing its fl ooding challeng-
es on many levels, and spends $13 million each 
year on storm drain maintenance, inspection and 
repairs. As it plans for regional detention and 
large-scale drainage improvement projects to 
make the city more fl ood resilient, it also recog-
nizes that all Houstonians can individually con-

tribute in the efforts to reduce local street fl ood-
ing.
 “Anyone in the community can help by adopt-
ing a drain and promising to keep it free from 
leaves and trash, especially before it rains,” said 
Mayor Turner, “these are just small actions that 
can add up to make a big difference for our entire 
City”.
 The mayor encourages Houstonians to adopt 
at least one of the 115,000 available storm 
drains. As Adopt-A-Drain partners, program 
participants are asked to keep their drain clear 
of leaves and trash by cleaning it at least four 
times a year (especially before it rains), clean 
10 feet on both sides of the drain, and com-

Continued on Page 4A

Deputies respond to multiple shootings
 Deputies from the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce responded to two separate 
incidents on Friday, April 20, which involved 
shootings.
 The fi rst incident took place around 12:30 
p.m. near the intersection of Sagevale and Kirk-
fair when deputies responded to reports of a pos-
sible shooting. Deputies spotted three juvenile 
males on Sagevale matching the description of 
those allegedly being shot at and detained them 
for questioning. The teens, two Hispanic and one 

black, said they were walking home from Do-
bie High School and there had been no shoot-
ing, downplaying the incident as merely some-
one playing with a cap gun.
 “They were not cooperative,” said Precinct 2 
Sgt. Robert Sanchez.
 Investigators, however, found shell casings at 
the scene disproving the juveniles’ story.
 A witness reportedly fl agged down deputies to 
tell them she had seen the shooting take place.

 Continued on Page 2A

Carson visits, pledges $5 billion in aid
 U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
Secretary Ben Carson visited the Houston area 
Friday, April 20, to discuss the $5 billion recent-
ly allocated to Texas for Hurricane Harvey re-
covery efforts.
 Carson was joined by Texas Gov. Greg Ab-
bott, Sen. Ted Cruz, Rep. John Culberson and 
multiple local offi cials. 
 The funding is being provided through HUD’s 
Community Development Block Grant – Disas-
ter Recovery (CDBG-DR) program. 
 “These grants will rebuild homes, restore 
jobs and repair critical infrastructure, like roads, 
bridges, sewers and water systems,” Carson said.
 This allocation comes as a result of the disas-
ter supplemental recently passed by Congress 
and is in addition to the $5 billion in CDBG 
funding previously awarded to Texas by HUD 
late last year.
 Local Texas offi cials can now implement a di-
saster recovery plan to identify their communi-
ties needs for these funds.
 The CDBG-DR funding includes:

 • $652,175,000 to help rebuild damaged 
homes, businesses and infrastructure
 • $4,297,189,000 for elevating homes, proper-
ty buyouts, and hardening structures from wind 
and water to help protect Texas families from fu-
ture storms.
 • In addition, Houston received $61,884,000 
and San Marcos $24,012,000 for mitigation of 
2015 fl oods.
 Abbott is grateful for the federal assistance.
 “Though Hurricane Harvey was the worst 
of storms, it brought out the best in the people 
of Texas,” said Abbott. “In each community, so 
many lives were saved because of the courage 
and leadership of local offi cials and the efforts of 
our incredible fi rst responders. These funds will 
help give communities the resources they need to 
continue recovering, and I thank HUD Secretary 
Ben Carson, as well as all of our federal partners, 
for their ongoing support throughout this pro-
cess.”
 Carson’s visit was met with dozens of an-
ti-Trump protesters. 

Chamber schedules free senior expo
 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce’s Fun Bunch Committee, in collaboration 
with Harris County Commissioner Rodney Ellis, 
will host a free Senior Info/Expo Friday, May 4, 
from 9 a.m. to noon at the senior center at El 
Franco Lee Park, located at 9500 Hall Road.
 The event will feature more than 30 exhib-

itors, which will provide blood pressure and 
other medical screenings, along with informa-
tion on health care, nutrition, travel, garden-
ing, continuing education programs and much 
more.
 Exhibitors include Memorial Hermann South-

Continued on Page 6A
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Lelsz notes ditches, 
road need work
 I have not seen any of these ditches be-
ing cleaned out, to help with rainfall.  The 
Beamer ditch is becoming overgrown in ar-
eas that is not concrete, which hinders wa-
ter fl ow. I have noticed dirt ditches becom-
ing overgrown too. Another observation 
is the poor patching of the Beamer road. 
When are they scheduled to repair the con-
crete, instead of poor asphalt patching? It 
seems our area is rapidly deteriorating. 
Thank you for listening, and hopefully you 
can provide answers.            Jackie Lelsz
Publisher’s comments: There is addition-
al work planned for part of the A120 (Beam-
er Road ditch). This work is connected with 
the holding ponds being constructed in the 
Southbend subdivision. The construction 
of those ponds has been underway for a 
couple of years and will continue through 
the better part of this year. That is a mas-
sive project designed for the ponds to hold 
a tremendous amount of water.
 Work is being done on Turkey Creek lo-

cated in this area. See photo below submit-
ted by Rudy Alafa.          Marie Flickinger 

Carraway thankful 
to Leader, King
 Thank you South Belt-Ellington Leader 
(Marie, et al) for keeping us updated on 
Harvey aftermath events/progress.
 And thank you, Bill King (4/19/18) for 
the very informative “In My Opinion” con-
tribution. Some of us have been wonder-
ing why all the silence about our annual 
drainage payments. We in the fl ood-prone
areas were really hoping for infrastructure 
improvements that could handle 21st cen-
tury weather patterns. I noted that Curtis 
Lampley didn’t include the Clear Creek 
watershed in the 4/19/18 front page arti-
cle ... are we still protecting the nutria in 
Friendswood?? Rosemary Carraway
Publisher’s comments: We did not in-
clude it, wasn’t Curtis. We need to do a 
whole story with the U.S. Corps of Engi-
neers, and yes, the nutria are still being pro-
tected by many. Marie Flickinger

Deaths

Leader checks out social media

Publisher’s Opinion

In My Opinion

Roland Alder
“Red” Leard

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint 
this week:
 Thursday, April 26, 6 p.m. Book club
 Saturday, April 28, 10:30 a.m. Spanish computer class
 Tuesday, May 1, 10:30 a.m. Family storytime and playtime
 Wednesday, May 2, 10:30 a.m. Polliwog Nature Club, sponsored by Harris County Pre-
cinct One, provides an event for children to hop into nature by developing nature knowledge 
and skills through a variety of books, songs, crafts, and hands-on experiences with live ani-
mals. Each program is offered as a 5-week series. 
 Wednesday, May 2. Computer courses: 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet Basics;  
4:30 p.m. Basic Powerpoint
 Saturday, May 5, 10:30 a.m. Spanish computer class
 Saturday, May 5, 2 p.m. Citizenship class
 For information on events at Bracewell Library, call 832-393-2580.
 Bracewell hours this week are: Thursday, noon – 8 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Saturday, 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sunday, closed; Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Parker Williams Library
 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. 
this week:
 Friday, April 27, 3:45 p.m. Teen DIY and a movie features Thor: Ragnarok (rated PG-13) 
and Marvel-ous Modge Podge Boxes for ages 13 and older. 
 Meet in the library community room, watch the movie and cut up different Marvel pictures 
to modge podge them onto boxes.  
 Saturday, April 28, 2 – 4 p.m. Magic: The Gathering Gameplay, for ages 8 and older. A 
special thank you is given to Strike Zone for the generous donation of Magic: The Gathering 
cards. For more information, visit http://www.hcpl.net/sites/default/fi les/Feb - MTG-1.jpg. 
 Monday, April 30, 7 p.m. Dia De Los Ninos, Dia De Los Libros, for ages 5 and older. 
This is a literacy holiday that celebrates children’s books written in Spanish. It is important 
for children of all languages and cultures around the world to learn how to read. Meet in the 
children’s area of the library for a special bilingual storytime. 
 Below are the programs that occur every week:
 Wednesdays, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. For children, ages 3 to 5 years, storytime 
features stories, songs, fi ngerplays and a craft.
 Thursdays, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m. For toddlers from birth to 3 years, storytime 
features stories, songs, fi ngerplays and bubbles.
 Saturdays, Vietnamese Learning Time. Classes begin at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:30 
p.m. and 3 p.m. For more information on these programs, speak with Loc Bui.
 For more information on events, call the library at 281-484-2036.
 Library hours this week are: Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sunday, closed; Monday, 1 – 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; and Wednesday, 
10 a.m. – 9 p.m.

School staff members at Beverly Hills Intermediate state they are beyond excited to 
announce that Ngan Vu is Beverly Hill’s March student of the month. Vu is a very hard-
working student who strives to do her personal best each and every day. She has already 
completed the entire eighth-grade curriculum for all subjects; well ahead of other stu-
dents. In fact, she has also nearly completed the ninth grade algebra curriculum. Vu is a 
positive student and role model to others; helping her fellow classmates in any way she 
can. She is deeply insightful and her self-directed drive and focus is paramount. She is 
like no other, an old soul who owns her education and appreciates the gift of knowledge. 
She is a quiet but a powerful presence in the classroom. School offi cials state they are 
incredibly proud that Vu is a Beverly Hills Bear and thankful they have had the oppor-
tunity to be a part of her life. Shown with Vu are, left to right, Stacey Barber, Beverly 
Hills principal; Rebecca Lilley, director of physician resources at Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital; and Kay Barbour, Chamber of Commerce president.

Outstanding Students of the Month for March

Bryan Goytortua (center), fourth-grader, is always very trustworthy say school offi cials 
at Genoa Elementary. He is a dependable student and a critical thinker. Bryan’s teach-
ers trust him with projects because they know that he will complete them in a timely 
manner. He is an all-around outstanding student. Shown with Goytortua are, left to 
right, Kenny Fernandez,  PISD and chamber member; Tiffany Bennett, Genoa princi-
pal; and Dr. DeeAnn Powell, PISD superintendent.

According to school offi cials at Dobie9, Maryam Abon (second from right) has a 
very strong work ethic, never takes a day off and is always working to do better. 
She comes to class with a smile on her face and has made great strides in becoming 
confi dent enough to voluntarily participate in classroom discussions. Shown above 
with Abon are, left to right, Noble Alix, South Belt chamber member; Michael Van 
Essen, Dobie9 principal; and Dave Matthews,  South Belt chamber member.

 Working with administrators from local Pasadena Independent School District campuses, 
the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce has begun recognizing outstanding area stu-
dents each month. The group of students honored for the month of March are pictured below, 
along with a brief description of why they won the award. Also, see photos on page 3A.

Second-grade Atkinson student Rubi Reyes (center) is a model student who sets high 
goals in all academic areas and works hard to achieve them. She encourages and helps 
other students who may be struggling and also is helpful to teachers and staff. She 
always has a positive attitude and a smiling face and wants to be a doctor to help other 
children and adults when she is an adult. Shown with Reyes are, left to right, Dave 
Matthews; Lena Ortiz, Atkinson principal; and Noble Alix.

NOTICE
 Let it be known that effective April 
1, 2018 Dr. Barry Burleigh has as-
sumed the duties of CUSTODIAN of 
RECORDS and owner of Stokes Chi-
ropractic Center, Inc located at 11700 
Beamer, Houston, Texas 77089, phone 
#281-481-1623.

 To my patients of almost 40 years it 
has been my honor and pleasure to serve 
you during your times of neck and or 
back pain. During the next two months 
I will be transitioning out of the offi ce 
to smooth the way for Dr. Burleigh.

 Dr. Barry has 25 plus years of expe-
rience treating neck and back pain. He 
has been very well received by my pa-
tients. 

 Please call the offi ce with any ques-
tions you may have.
 Sincerely,
 Michael Stokes, DC

Work is being done to clean the overgrowth along Turkey Creek in the South Belt 
area.  Photos by Rudy Alafa

Progress on ditches continues

 Roland Alder “Red” Leard, 
80, born Dec. 21, 1937, in Gar-
ner, Mass., died on April 21, 
2018, after a lengthy illness.
 Red spent his early years in 
Vermont, New Hampshire and 
California, but moved to Texas 
in 1956 with his parents.  Al-
though a Texas transplant, Red 
considered himself a true na-
tive of this state. Not long after 
arriving in Texas, Red met and 
married Margaret Wottring, 
the love of his life, in 1960. 
The couple was married for 
more than 57 years. Red was a 
member of the former Easthav-
en Baptist Church for the same 
length of time.
 Also in 1956, Red began 
working for Southwestern Bell 
Telephone and AT&T.  With 
the phone company, he was 
active with the Telephone Pio-

By Laura Benavides Scallan
 A member of the Southbelt 
This & That Facebook group 
is asking for the return of a 
birthday gift that was placed 
on the wrong birthday party 
table at the Fuddruckers on 
Kurkland Drive on the night 
of April 21 between the hours 
of 5:30 and 8 p.m. To return 
the gift, contact the member 
through Facebook.
 A member of the South 

Belt-Ellington Neighbors Face-
book group is seeking host 
families for exchange students 
who hope to spend a school 
year in the United States. For 
more information, contact the 
member through Facebook.
 There was a post by the 
Pasadena Independent School 
District that was shared by 
a member on the Southbelt 
This & That Facebook group. 
The post stated that the PISD 

Board of Trustees had ap-
proved the fi nal 2018-2019 
school calendar.
 A member of the Ashley 
Pointe Subdivision Facebook 
group has announced that he 
will be running for the new 
board position for the Ashley 
Point HOA. The post gives 
some information on the 
member and explains how to 
contact him for any further 
questions.

Billy Fred Piper

 Billy Piper, 70, longtime 
South Belt resident, died April 
17, 2018, after losing his battle 

Continued from Page 1A
The witness described the 
shooter simply as a Hispanic 
male wearing dark pants and 
driving a dark vehicle.
 No injuries were reported.
 Later that day, deputies re-
sponded to another call of a 
shooting, this time at an apart-
ment complex in the 10900 
block of Highland Meadow 
Village near Beamer.
 The original caller report-
ed seeing a suspected drug 
deal take place in front of the 
complex, before a foot chase 
ensued that involved multiple 
gunshots. The caller said she 
witnessed a black male and an 

Constable officers cover shootings
Asian male following another 
black male through the com-
plex and exchanging gunfi re.
 The male being chased 
was seen jumping into a gray 
Dodge Charger and head-
ing north on Beamer toward 
Hughes, where deputies spot-
ted the vehicle and pulled it 
over.
 Two males in the Charger, 
ages 18 and 20, were detained 
by deputies for questioning. 
 The two admitted to be 
involved in a drug deal at the 
complex but said the incident 
turned sour when they didn’t 
have the necessary funds to 
procure the narcotics, prompt-

ing the other two males to fi re 
their weapons.
 A witness was able to lead 
deputies to an apartment unit 
that was allegedly involved 
with the drug deal, but the 
shooters were no longer there. 
Deputies were able to identify 
the Asian male merely as “Chi-
no.” It is unclear if the suspects 
are adults or juveniles, as wit-
ness statements varied.
 Again, no injuries were re-
ported and multiple shell cas-
ings were found at the scene.
 Anyone with any informa-
tion on either of these cases 
is urged to contact the consta-
ble’s offi ce at 713-477-2766.

neers of America and Sunshine 
Kids charitable organizations. 
 In 1987, after 31 years 
with the phone company, 
Red retired. During his retire-
ment, he loved spending time 
with Margaret making crafts, 
woodworking, camping and 
working on anything mechan-
ical. He also loved spending 
time with his children and 
grandchildren, who affection-
ately called him PawPaw.
 Red leaves behind his be-
loved wife and companion; his 
brother Robert Titus; children 
Chris Leard, Kristal Leard and 
Lindsey Leard, all either cur-
rent or former South Belt resi-
dents; granddaughters Raynie 
Leard and Samantha Leard; 
and grandson Tristan Jackson.

with cancer. 
 He was born on March 2, 
1948, in Houston. 
 After graduating from high 
school, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Air Force in October 1966. 
While in the military, he re-
ceived the Silver Star before 
being granted an honorable 
discharge in 1970.
 During his career as a 
chemical dependency counsel-
or, he helped hundreds of peo-
ple overcome addictions which 
allowed them to live normal 
productive lives.
 Billy enjoyed visiting with 
his family, vacationing in the 
Texas hill country and practic-
ing his marksmanship at a lo-
cal gun range.
 Billy is preceded in death 
by his parents William and 
May Bell Piper. 
 He is survived by his wife 
Vicki Piper of 18 years; sis-
ters Joyce Sheulen and June 
Piper; children Heather Mac- 
Laury, Tia Piper Guynes, Mi-
chelle Adcock and husband 
Kyle Adcock, Robert Rain-
bolt Jr. and wife Liz Rainbolt; 
grandchildren Brenden Davis, 
Corbin Davis, William Zane 
and Katy Bell Guynes, Britta-
ny Hudgins, Sophie and Bella 
Rainbolt and Gracie Adcock; 
and one great-granddaughter 
Lindzee Nikole Mouton.
 Services will be held Satur-
day, April 28, 3 p.m., at Grand-
view Funeral Home, 8501 
Spencer Highway in Pasadena.

 This is a special invitation to all South 
Belt children who are 12 and under to 
come to the El Franco Lee Park for the 
South Belt Spectacular Cook-off annual 
kids’ event. This event features rides, face 
painting, a petting zoo, rock climbing and 
many other activities.
 All the kids’ activities are free. The only 
things that are not free are the food and the 
entrance fee for adults. We want all the kids 
to come out and have a great time. Each 
adult accompanying the children will pay 
an entrance fee of only $5 and there is no 

limit to the number of children the adults 
may bring. That’s what makes this such an 
amazing event at the South Belt Spectac-
ular Cook-off. This event makes it possible 
for the neighborhood children to have a 
free great time. It has grown each year.
 For the adults, we have a live band 
open to everyone on Friday night and a 
crawfi sh boil on Saturday. Come and enjoy 
the South Belt Spectacular cook-off which 
funds the Fourth of July fi reworks and 
many other activities in the community for 
you. Marie Flickinger

Natalie Rangel, shown 
right, is a model 
fourth-grader at Stuch-
bery Elementary accord-
ing to school offi cials. She 
is kind to all of her peers 
and teachers. Rangel 
brightens the classroom 
with her smile and the 
infectious way she helps 
others. To say that she 
is a hard worker, would 
not do her justice to the 
way she completes tasks, 
reads and assists others. 
It is known that if anyone 
needs something, Ran-
gel would do her best to 
problem-solve. It’s for 
these reasons that she has 
been chosen as Stuch-
bery’s Outstanding Stu-
dent of the Month.

HBA extends hours on legal advice
 In honor of Law Day, a national holiday recognizing the rule of law in American society, 
the Houston Bar Association has extended the hours of its free legal advice program Legal-
Line. The extended LegalLine program will be held on Wednesday, May 2, from noon until 
9 p.m. The public is invited to call the HBA at 713-759-1133 where volunteer attorneys will 
answer simple legal questions, give brief legal advice or refer the caller to the appropriate so-
cial service or legal aid agency for further assistance. 

Free activities for kids under 13
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According to school offi cials at Fred Roberts Middle School, Mark Quilantan (center), 
sixth-grader, is an amazing student. He always tries his best, stays on task and leads other 
students in class. He is very kind to other students and helps them whenever they need 
assistance. He is respectful, gets along with everyone and is a great role model for all 
his peers. He displays these qualities every day and is consistently doing the right thing. 
Shown with Quilantan are Rebecca Lilley (left) and Kay Barbour, South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce president.

Olivia Yanez (center) earned the award because she is an outstanding Dobie High School 
eleventh-grade student according to school offi cials. She has a great work ethic and excels 
in all her classes. She is very devoted to her yearbook class. Her teacher, Luke Hales, said 
she is a natural leader and one of the reasons the work on the yearbook progressed and 
met the deadline. Yanez is new to Dobie this year and has experienced much tragedy in 
her life. Not only has she adapted well to all these challenges and changes, but she has 
done so with grace and resiliency. Shown with Yanez are, left to right, Kelcey Davis, Dobie 
counselor; Dave Matthews; Noble Alix; and Dr. DeeAnn Powell, Pasadena Independent 
School District superintendent.

Travis Ho (second from right) is an outstanding senior student at CTHS, according to 
school offi cials, who is completing his fourth year in the Graphic Design pathway. He 
serves as president of the National Honor Society and treasurer of the science club. He is 
a dependable young man who takes a proactive approach in school and in life and consis-
tently maintains a cheerful disposition. This past summer, Ho traveled to Austin to serve 
as a Texas boys state representative. He is currently ranked 16 in the senior class of 1,050 
students with a 5.225 grade point average. Ho has been offered a combined total of $56,000 
in scholarships. He has chosen to attend the University of Houston – main campus and ma-
jor in chemistry prior to applying to pharmacy school. Ho would like to thank his parents 
Tom Ho and Thanh Duc Ho-Nguyen for making sacrifi ces in their personal lives in order 
to provide for him and his siblings. Shown with Ho are, left to right, Toni Lopez, Pasadena 
Independent School District executive director; Noble Alix, South Belt chamber member; 
Dave Matthews, South Belt chamber member; and Rebecca Lilley, director of physician 
resources at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital.

Emma Mejia (left), sec-
ond-grader at Frazier El-
ementary, was chosen as 
the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce 
Outstanding Student of the 
Month. The reason Mejia 
was chosen for this honor 
is that school offi cials state 
she is helpful and honest. 
Shown with Mejia are, 
Wendy Wiseburn (left)  
Frazier principal and Kay 
Barbour.

According to school 
offi cials, second-grad-
er Langston Edwards 
(front center) is a true 
gentleman in every sense 
of the word, and is prob-
ably one of the kindest 
students at South Belt 
Elementary. He is such 
a deep thinker, always 
thinking of others and is 
a  helper to all. He takes 
his role as the man of 
the house with his mom 
and grandmother very 
seriously, and feels like 
it is his job to help them 
stay happy, healthy 
and safe. He is a people 
pleaser, never wanting 
to disappoint his teach-
ers or his family. He has 
been a great encourag-
er to everyone around 
him, even trying to lift 
his teachers when he 
perceives that they are 
upset or not feeling well. 
Shown with Edwards 
are, left to right, Lin-
da Moreno, South Belt 
teacher; Candy How-
ard, South Belt prin-
icpal; and Noble Alix.

Providing leadership and service to the Thompson community, seventh-grader Daisy Irwin 
(second from right) has taken an active role in many campus groups and organizations ac-
cording to school offi cials. She has taken on a leadership role in working with the community 
service group and seeks to make not only Thompson but also the broader community a better 
place. Shown with Irwin are, left to right, Melissa McCalla, Thompson principal; Rebecca 
Lilley; and Kay Barbour.

The school staff members at Burnett Elementary state that Kyrsten Deal (second from left) 
is a great nominee for outstanding student because she believes in following the rules, en-
couraging her friends and setting the best example for others. She thinks outside the box, 
she always has a great attitude and she values honesty. Deal is a great role model for her 
peers. She enjoys going home to read to her younger sister and teaching her new things she 
has learned in school. Deal is extremely compassionate. Earlier in the year, one of her class-
mates was having a very diffi cult and emotional time. She returned to school the following 
day and presented that student with a “feeling buddy” that she made for him. She is always 
thinking about others and the best choices that she can make. She works hard to make her 
mom proud and she is a great student to have at Burnett Elementary. Shown with Deal are, 
left to right, Kay Barbour; Rebecca Lilley; and Jae Lee, Burnett principal.

Andrew Caballero (front center), second-grader, is always helpful to others and to his teach-
ers state Hancock Elementary school offi cials. He is very respectful to everyone he meets. He 
is a hard worker and is always going the extra mile to learn more and learn from his mistakes. 
Caballero demonstrates true characteristics of a Hancock Bison as he has a great mindset 
and a positive demeanor. The school staff is so proud of him! Shown with Caballero are, left 
to right, Dr. DeeAnn Powell; Veronica Sandoval, Hancock principal; Kenny Fernandez; and 
Donna Koonce, Hancock second-grade teacher.

School offi cials at Morris Middle School state  that sixth-grader Braulio Colon-Ortiz 
(left) is always helpful and dependable at Morris. He participates in the daily morning 
announcements, plays in the Trailblazer band, makes good grades, has excellent con-
duct and is a valuable helper in the clinic. Colon-Ortiz came to us from Puerto Rico 
as a fi fth-grader and has made wonderful progress in school since his enrollment. Co-
lon-Ortiz is the true defi nition of a Morris Trailblazer! Shown with Colon-Ortiz are Gail 
Stroud (center), Morris nurse; and Jamie Otto, Morris assistant principal.

According to school of-
fi cials at Laura Bush El-
ementary, third-grader 
Joshua Jamaica (center) 
excels as a student both 
academically and socially. 
He is always available to 
lend a helping hand to his 
peers and arrives at school 
every day excited and ea-
ger to learn. His positive 
attitude is contagious and 
one cannot help but be in a 
great mood when one sees 
his sweet smile. He works 
hard daily and displays 
qualities of an outstand-
ing leader. Despite the 
obstacles he may face, he 
is always an advocate for 
himself and others. Shown 
with Jamaica are, left to 
right, Suzanne Anderson, 
Bush counselor; Maria 
Hernandez, Bush assistant 
principal; and Stephanie 
Miller, Bush principal.

According to school offi cials 
at Melillo Middle School, 
fi fth-grader Alicia Cruz 
(center) is thoughtful and 
takes to heart the school’s 
guidelines for success. Cruz 
is known as a wonderful 
student because she works 
cooperatively with her peers 
and is respectful. Cruz al-
ways comes prepared to class 
and is ready to learn and 
participate. She is always 
willing to help others in any 
way she can. She maintains 
good grades and is organized 
with her school planner. She 
also sets good examples for 
her peers by making positive 
choices. Shown with Cruz 
are Diane Wheeler (left), Me-
lillo principal; and Lilliana 
Monita, Melillo fi fth-grade 
counselor.

Jurnee Davis (right) is a second-grader in Syreeta Smith’s classroom at Jessup Elementa-
ry. According to school offi cials, she is a hard worker and a model citizen. Although, Davis 
enrolled at Jessup mid-year, her transition seemed effortless and did not slow her down ac-
ademically or socially. She is reading on a fourth grade level and excels across all areas of 
the math curriculum. She is a student that every teacher can truly trust and rely on. Her 
qualities aren’t only noticed by teachers, but by her peers as well. She is seen as a leader and 
a dependable friend and someone who takes time to laugh with fellow students at recess but 
also helps them persevere in the classroom. It is such a pleasure and joy to have her in the 
classroom. The sky is the limit for her future. It has been a rewarding experience to be a part 
of her journey. Shown with Davis is Ryan Pavone, Jessup principal.

School offi cials state that helpful, kind and considerate are all words that describe Ella Tor-
res (second from left), Moore’s Student of the Month for March. Her respectful, friendly, car-
ing character makes her a role model for classmates. Torres is always the fi rst to help a friend 
in need. She arrives at school each day with a smile and is ready to learn. Torres is not afraid 
of new challenges and is eager to learn. Shown with Torres are, left to right, Ashley Evans, 
Moore third-grade teacher; Noble Alix; Jill Lacamu, Moore principal; and Dave Matthews.

School offi cials at Meador Elementary state Britny Cedillos (second from right), third-grad-
er, is an excellent student. She tries her best, follows directions, comes to school on time and is 
always ready to learn. She is kind to others and makes good choices. She is an excellent role 
model for her peers. Shown with Cedillos are, left to right, Dr. Angela Stallings, PISD asso-
ciate superintendent of campus development; Beverly Bolton, Meador principal; and Tara 
Merida, Meador counselor.

South Belt chamber of commerce honors outstanding students for March
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Over The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JAY!
 Best wishes are sent April 27 for a wonder-
ful birthday to former Leader staffer and Dobie 
graduate Jay Do from friends and the Leader 
staff.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel of the Pasadena 
Independent School District celebrate birth-
days April 26 through May 2.

Atkinson Elementary
 Special birthday wishes are sent April 28 to 
Mary Baker-Porter. 

Burnett Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Misty 
Goodrum April 28.

Frazier Elementary
  Melba Donatto and Meredith Rives cele-
brate a double birthday April 29.
 Meador Elementary
 Best wishes for a happy birthday are sent 
to Arlana Peacock April 29.

Moore Elementary
 Aracely Buentillo enjoys a birthday May 1. 

Navarre, Mary Pinkerton, Freda Mathews, 
Paula Morley, Amber Allan and Penelope 
Villeda; Saturday, April 28: Ralph Jackson, 
Kelly Schwell, Jason Stonestreet, Monica 
Rasmussen and Carrie Ramirez; Sunday, 
April 29: Kevin James, Jonathan Ellis, 
Ben Bryant and Melissa Rahman; Monday, 
April 30: Norma Partida, Cindy Munoz, 
Diana Guzman, Scott Koplin and Mathew 
Ortiz; Tuesday, May 1: Kenneth Zermeno, 
Ladonna Alvarez, John Anderson, 
Elizabeth Lastovica, Vareck Herrera, David 
Payne, Shanna Mounce, Clint Simmons 
and Stephanie Sirt; and Wednesday, May 2: 
Chris Weatherford, Douglas Redhun, Troy 
Goffney, David Thomas, Jeanette Nickell 
and Leslee Outland.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line. 
 Items must be submitted by Friday noon for 
the next week’s publication.

Melillo Middle School
 On April 26, light the birthday candles 
for Bridget Warren. The day for a birthday 
cake for Jacqueline Carmona is April 27. 
Send a birthday greeting April 30 to Adriana 
Saavedra.

Thompson Intermediate
 Light the candles April 29 for a double 
celebration for Nicole Horne-Sherman and 
Melissa Taylor.

Dobie High
 The day for a present for Laura Sharpless 
is April 29. The day for a double-layer birth-
day cake is April 30 for Erica Moreno and 
Mathew Ortiz. Send a birthday greeting May 
2 to Marcia Griffin and Robert McDonald. 

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends happy birthday wishes 
to friends who celebrate a birthday this week:
 Thursday, April 26: Traci Thompson, 
Steve Patterson, Stephen Brady and Dan 
Fortson; Friday, April 27: Emily Walker, 
Erika Gonzalez, Christopher Malek, Pam 

Remember When
40 years ago ( 1978)

 Annette Argo of Sagemont 
fi led charges against her 
neighbor after Argo was 
reportedly attacked by the 
neighbor with a “Mexi-
can-type” baseball bat.
 Residents of South Belt 
and Clear Lake had the op-
portunity to help plan pub-
lic transportation for the 
region.

35 years ago ( 1983)
 Ralph Parr, Clear Lake 
High School assistant princi-
pal, was named principal of 
Clear Creek High School.
 Representatives of Kirk-
wood, Kirkwood South and 
Sagemeadow agreed to form 
the South Belt Security Alli-
ance.
 Thompson Intermedi-
ate’s seventh-grade girls and 
eighth-grade boys track teams 
were district champions.

30 years ago (1988)
 Dobie graduate Michelle 
Marie Chapman was crowned 
Miss Pasadena Strawberry at 
the Strawberry Festival.
 The Pasadena ISD Board 
of Education spent half an 
hour attempting to clari-
fy a decision made at the 
last meeting to not allow an 
eighth-grade end-of-the-year 
social event at the intermedi-
ate schools.

25 years ago (1993)
 The South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce urged 
local residents and business-
es along Scarsdale Boulevard 
to oppose installation of a 
water line from Highway 3 
to Beamer, in favor of an-
other location. Members of 
the chamber asked city and 
county offi cials to consider 
running the line down Astoria 
or Dixie Farm Road instead 
of Scarsdale. It was estimated 
the street could be torn up for 
two years while the city com-

pleted the project.
 Two businesses on Fuqua, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken and 
Walgreens, were robbed by 
gunmen over several weeks. 
At press time, no arrests had 
been made and Houston po-
lice were investigating.
 Thompson Intermediate’s 
academic team advanced to 
national semifi nals following 
the team’s drubbing of Balti-
more, Md., 65-36.
 San Jacinto College South 
biology student Linda Rob-
erts of Kirkwood was listed 
among the cream of the crop 
in the nation’s two-year col-
leges when she appeared in 
the April 29 issue of USA TO-
DAY 1993 All-USA Academ-
ic Teams for Community and 
Junior Colleges. She was one 
of 20 students named to the 
First Team as a representative 
of the nation’s oustanding ac-
ademic talent.

20 years ago (1998)
 The Fire in the Hole cook-
off team was awarded the 
overall championship for the 
South Belt Spectacular cook-
off.
 Farmers Insurance agents 
donated $750 to Dobie’s 
Project Graduation.

15 years ago (2003)
 In the 37-team National 
Academic Decathlon com-
petition, Dobie came in 
third behind Moorpark High 
School of Ventura County, 
Calif., and Waukesha West 
High School in Wis.
 Sagemont resident Nita 
Fields was hospitalized when 
the fi replace in her home col-
lapsed as she was removing a 
game from the mantel.

10 years ago (2008)
 Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s deputies made 
two arrests in one day in 
which they recovered mer-
chandise and possessions that 

had been stolen. A deputy was 
patrolling the 10800 block of 
Sagegreen when he spotted a 
vehicle being driven with its 
lights off. The driver sped off 
and eventually wrecked the 
vehicle on Meadowhawk and 
then took off on foot. The car 
turned out to be stolen and 
contained several hundred 
dollars worth of hair and nail 
products.
 The owners of two stores 
later positively identified the 
stolen merchandise. Long 
Nguyen, 36, was arrested and 
charged with evading arrest in 
a stolen vehicle, possession of 
stolen goods and unautho-
rized use of a motor vehicle.
 Later that morning, two 
motor vehicles within a block 
of each other were burglar-
ized. One vehicle, a Ford 
Expedition in the 8900 block 
of Kirkmont, had electronics 
taken from it. The second 
vehicle, a Comcast Cable van 
in the 9900 block of 
Kirkwren, had tools taken 
from it. Deputies were dis-
patched to the scene where a 
neighbor notified them that a 
possible suspect might be at a 
house on Kirkwren. The dep-
uties found Joshua Marshall, 
21, in the backyard highly 
intoxicated. He then told dep-
uties where the stolen items 
had been stashed. The sus-
pect was arrested and charged 
with felony theft.
 Sagemont Church 
announced its plan to invest 
roughly $25 million in a ren-
ovation and beautification 
project. Designs called for a 
new sanctuary, an education-
al space, extensive landscap-
ing and a 170-foot cross to be 
erected on the church 
grounds. In all, the renova-
tions would provide 115,000 
square feet of new building 
space.

 The Washington Mutual 
bank in the 10900 block of 
Scarsdale was robbed. A man 
entered the bank and handed 
the teller on duty a note say-
ing to give him money and 
not to set off any silent 
alarms. He subsequently 
showed the teller a handgun. 
The teller handed the man a 
bag with an undisclosed 
amount of money. The man 
then fled in a plum, four-door 
sedan that was waiting for 
him in front of the bank. No 
immediate arrests were 
made.

5 years ago (2013)
 Joe Craddock, owner of 
C&D Burger Shoppe, died 
after a long illness. Craddock 
was a longtime South Belt 
resident and was very active 
in the community. He pre-
viously managed the Fuqua 
Dairy Queen before buying 
the building and changing it 
to C&D Burger Shoppe.
 According to police, a 
man approached a 31-year-
old woman around 1 a.m. in 
the parking lot of the Walmart 
on Rowlett and pulled a gun 
on her and forced her into her 
own vehicle. Police said the 
man then forced the woman 
to drive to another location 
where he raped and robbed 
her in her vehicle. Following 
the assault, the woman drove 
herself to Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital and called 
police. No immediate arrests 
were made.

1 year ago (2017)
 After multiple setbacks, 
the project to reconstruct 
Hughes Road from Beltway 
8 to Sagecanyon was fi nally 
completed. The project had 
originally been slated to be 
complete by the end of 2016. 
Begun in June 2015, the 
$11.7 million Hughes Road 
Drainage and Paving Project 

removed existing paving and 
replaced it, along with curb, 
gutter and sidewalks on both 
sides of the street and pro-
vided necessary storm sewer 
upgrades and street lighting. 
Part of the city’s Capital Im-
provement Plan (CIP), the 
undertaking was initially 
proposed in 1999, while Rob 
Todd served as the South Belt 
area’s city council member. 
The project had drawn the ire 
of many local residents and 
business owners, who said 
the project had caused wide-
spread confusion and traffi c 
congestion. The construction 
had also been blamed for 
causing multiple automo-
bile accidents, particularly 
at the corner of Beamer and 
Hughes.

281-481-0909
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LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
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Milton Walker, J.D.

FURNITURE RE-DO
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 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw
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Could I be Pregnant?
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All Services are Free and Confidential.
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Meador Elementary announced its 2018 teachers of the year. Guada-
lupe Hudson (left), art teacher, was awarded the distinction of 2018 
Teacher of the Year. Katelyn Greuter, fourth-grade teacher, was award-
ed the distinction of the 2018 First Year Teacher of the Year. Shown 
above left are Hudson with Jill Lacamu, school principal. Shown above 

Moore Elementary names 2018 teachers of the year

right with Hudson (center) are second-graders Juan Alonso (left) and 
Noah Garza. Shown below left with Greuter (center) are fourth-grad-
ers, left to right, Jayden Garcia, Lynn Dickerson and Emilie Martinez. 
Shown below right are Lacamu (left) and Greuter.
 Photos by Angelica Moreno-Perez

Continued from Page 1A
post of leaves and trash 
properly.
 “The Adopt-A-Drain pro-
gram is one that neighbors 
and families, civic groups 
and businesses can all take 
part in to make their com-
munity a better place to live, 
work and play,” said Amy 
Reed, executive director of 
Keep Houston Beautiful. 
“Thanks to the help of our 
generous sponsors, Keep 
Houston Beautiful will host 
fi ve events as a part of this 
program to distribute sup-
plies and create educational 
materials for the Adopt-A-
Drain program.”
 “We know that there will 
be another storm and this 
program will make a daily 

difference in the lives of our 
residents by making sure that 
your storm drainage system 
is ready for the next storm,” 
said, Carol Haddock, direc-
tor Houston Public Works, 
“Houstonians are our eyes 
and ears and only you can 
help us know if an inlet top is 
broken or if a grade cover is 
missing. Please help us help 
you by reporting these items 
to 3-1-1.”
 To adopt a drain in your 
neighborhood, visit www.
HoustonAdoptaDrain.org. 
By adopting a drain, part-
ners will receive information 
and tips from the City of 
Houston and Keep Houston 
Beautiful and notifi cation of 
upcoming Houston Adopt-a-
Drain events.

City’s Adopt-A-Drain 
program promoted

Continued from Page 1A
and cruiser, a fi re engine 
and ambulance display and 
kids can have their photos 
taken on top a live Watusi 
bull named Oliver.
 Organizers invite the en-
tire South Belt community 
to the event. 
 “I want to emphasize 
that this event is open to the 
general public, not strict-
ly just for cooking teams,” 
said event organizer Dean 
Baier. “We want the South 
Belt community to come out 
and enjoy the entertainment. 
We’ve created a whole new 
atmosphere. Come out and 
enjoy the kids’ day, enjoy 
the crawfi sh and support the 
fi reworks.”
 While no outside alco-
hol will be allowed to be 
brought in by patrons, beer 

will be for sale on the cook-
off grounds, along with 
barbecue sandwiches, sau-
sage on a stick, turkey legs, 
nachos, cotton candy and 
snowcones.
 Additional parking and 
shuttle service will be avail-
able at Dobie High School. 
Dobie students, as well as 
others, should be aware that 
no parking will be allowed 
along Hall Road for the du-
ration of the event.
 Admission will be $10 
on Friday and $5 on Satur-
day before 4 p.m. and $10 
after.
 For additional informa-
tion, visit http://southbelt
cookoff.com or https://
www.facebook.com/South
beltCookoff.
 See related ad on Page 
6A.

Cook-off to feature 
band, crawfish boil

Potters Guild holds spring sale
 The Salt Grass Potters Guild will hold its annual spring 
sale of original handmade pottery on Saturday, May 5, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, May 6, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 
 The sale will be held at the Clear Lake Park meeting 
room at 5001 E. NASA Parkway in Clear Lake. The park 
is one stop light east of Hilton Houston NASA Clear Lake 
Hotel.
 About 20 artists will be on hand to answer questions 
about their work and there will be a variety of items from 
functional dishware to purely decorative clay pieces and 
also sculpture. Many items available are suitable for deco-
ration or as presents. 
 For more information, contact Don Williams at 713-
410-8599 or Eleanor Brown at 713-851-4012 or see the 
website at www.saltgrasspotters.com.

Hooray for Hollywood set
 The public is invited to attend the Hooray for Hollywood 
Ballroom Dance where attendees will dance to many of the 
popular hits of movies from several decades. 
 No reservation or membership is required and the door 
fee is $8. This dance will be held on Saturday, May 5, from 
7 to 10 p.m. at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City 
Parkway.
 Tables are reserved for “Dancers without Partners” who 
choose to sit with others and who may wish to share part-
ners. Every dancer is welcome regardless of skill level, age 
or status, including teens, seniors, students, couples and sin-
gles. These dances include a wide variety of rhythms that 
are popular at ballroom dances today. 
 The dress code is always “as you like.” The intent is to 
have fun, and everyone is free to dress up or dress comfort-
ably in whatever they like.
 The ballroom at Hometown Heroes Park is 3,630 square 
feet of fl oating hardwood and is easy on the feet. 
 There is plenty of lighting, well-drained parking with 
paved sidewalks and a covered dropoff at the front door. this 
dance is sponsored by Let’s Dance and coordinated by Neva 
and Bill Schroder. For questions, call 417-838-2204.

BAGS sets April meeting
 Bay Area Genealogical Society invites the community 
to come Friday, April 27, to hear Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution member Alice Braud-Jones as she discuss-
es using the Daughters of the American Revolution Library 
online database www.dar.org for research. 
 A meet-and-greet starts at 6:30 p.m. and the program 
begins at 7 p.m. in the Chapel at University Baptist Church, 
located at 16106 Middlebrook Drive. 
 For more information, go to www.TxBayAreaGen.org 
or call Kim Zrubek at 281-992-2636.

Bay Area chorus 
performs concerts
 The Bay Area Chorus of 
Greater Houston invites mu-
sic lovers of all ages to enjoy 
the fi nal two concerts of the 
2017-2018 Fifty-Third Con-
cert Season, strictly a cappel-
la, on Saturday, May 5, at the 
League City Church of Christ, 
1891 E. Main St., at 4 p.m. 
and Sunday, May 6, at South-
east Church of Christ, 2400 
W. Bay Area Blvd. at 4 p.m. 
Tickets are available at www.
bayareachorus.org, by calling 
281-326-1286 and from any 
Bay Area Chorus singer. 
 The concerts are under the 
baton of Milton Pullen, BAC 
artistic director, as well as 

two numbers rehearsed and 
directed by the BAC Accom-
panist – Lynn Bull. All music 
presented will be a cappella  
(without any musical accom-
paniment) and will display 
the vocal talents of the Bay 
Area Chorus as well as guest 
soloist Jesus Garcia, opera 
singer, BAC 1994 Scholar-
ship recipient and graduate of 
Clear Creek High School.
 There will be singing 
choral works by Thomp-
son, Brahms, Shaw/Parker, 
DeCormier, Schutz, Dawson, 
Nystedt, Pfautsch, Svesh-
nihov, Whitacre and Milton 
Pullen.

Library friends seek items
 The Friends of Parker Williams Branch Library group, 
located at 10851 Scarsdale, is seeking donations of current, 
gently used fi ction and nonfi ction books, especially adult 
softbacks, pocket books and children’s books. CDs and DVDs 
will also be accepted.  The items will be sold to fund summer 
programs and other expenses.

 San Jac College and the 
Texas A&M Maritime Acad-
emy will host the Shared 
Quarters National Maritime 
Conference, June 5 – 6. The 
conference will bring togeth-
er industry professionals and 
educators across the country 
to focus on the expansion of 
the maritime industry and ef-
forts to incorporate commu-
nity colleges for the training 
of the maritime workforce.
 Rep. Gene Green, Chair-
man Janiece Longoria with 
Port Houston, Jeff Brandt 
with the National Maritime 
Center, and Dr. Shashi Kumar 
and Kevin Tokarski with the 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation’s Maritime Admin-
istration will be among the 
guest speakers. Longoria will 
serve as the conference's key-
note speaker. 
 Longoria is an honors 
graduate of the University of 
Texas and received her ju-
ris doctorate degree from the 
University of Texas School 
of Law. She has served as the 
chairman of the Port of Hous-
ton Authority, the leading eco-
nomic engine for the greater 
Houston region, since she was 
unanimously appointed by the 
City of Houston and County 
of Harris in 2013. 
 Longoria chairs the Port 
Commission’s audit commit-
tee and community relations 
committee and serves on the 
governance committee and 
pension and benefi ts com-
mittee. She also created the 
Citizens Advisory Council to 
foster open communication 
between communities in and 
around the Port of Houston 
and the Port Commission. 
Longoria is also a Regent for 
the University of Texas Sys-
tem that oversees the fl ag-
ship University of Texas at 
Austin, as well as eight other 
academic institutions and six 
health care institutions in-
cluding MD Anderson Can-
cer Center in Houston.
 “The Shared Quarters 
Maritime Conference prom-
ises to be an event where we 
can discuss the issues facing 
maritime and ways that we as 
maritime educators can help 
meet the industry’s growing 
needs to compete globally,” 

said John Stauffer, associate 
vice chancellor and superin-
tendent of maritime at San 
Jacinto College. “We’re ex-
cited to partner with the Tex-
as A&M Maritime Academy 
in hosting these discussions 
and look forward to this na-
tional maritime event.”
  San Jacinto College will 
host the fi rst day on June 5 at 
the Maritime Technology and 
Training Center on the Mar-
itime campus in La Porte, 
Texas. The Texas A&M Mar-
itime Academy will host the 
second day on June 6 at its 
Galveston campus. In addi-
tion to guest speakers, the 
conference will include pan-
el discussions on the topics 
of innovative workforce pro-
grams, college alignments 
with the maritime industry, 
and the Domestic Maritime 
Centers of Excellence pro-
gram.  
 In 2017, U.S. Senate and 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives voted to approve Do-
mestic Maritime Centers of 
Excellence legislation as part 
of the FY 2018 National De-
fense Authorization Act. 
 The legislation authorizes 
federal support for two-year 
community and technical 
colleges, allowing the col-
leges to expand their capaci-
ty to train domestic maritime 
workers by admitting more 
students, training faculty, ex-
panding facilities, creating 
new maritime career path-
ways from associate degree 
to baccalaureate degree pro-
grams, and awarding credit 
for prior learning experience, 
including military service. 
 The Domestic Maritime 
Centers of Excellence legis-
lation was introduced in the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives by Green and co-spon-
sored by Rep. Brian Babin 
(TX-36), Rep. Pete Olson 
(TX-22) and Rep. Ted Poe 
(TX-2). The Senate ver-
sion of the legislation was 
co-sponsored by Texas Sen. 
John Cornyn.
 To register for the con-
ference and to fi nd out more 
about presenters and details, 
visit sanjac.edu/shared-quar
ters-national-maritime-work
force-conference.

San Jac hosts national 
maritime conference 

Free self-defense classes
 The American Society of Karate offers free one-hour self-de-
fense and martial arts classes for ages 13 – 80 at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes, on Fridays at 7:30 p.m. 
through May 25. For details, email Michael.Alonzo@ASKKara
te.com or call 281-788-5930. 

PARC announces May meeting
 Everyone is invited to the Pearland Area Republican 
Club’s meeting on Thursday, May 10, where U.S. military 
members and veterans will be honored. The special guest is a 
representative from Camp Hope who will be discussing what 
combat-related Post Traumatic Stress Disorder really means 
to veterans, their families and the community. Guests are 
asked to bring travel size toiletry items to donate to the USO 
at Hobby Airport for military members. 
 The meeting will take place at the Pearland Church of 
Christ annex, 2217 N. Grand Blvd. The doors will open at 
6:30 p.m. and the meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

Heritage Gardeners
schedule spring tour
 To celebrate the beau-
ty of spring, share ideas 
for creative landscapes and 
showcase local gardens, the 
Through the Garden Gate 
Spring Garden Tour by Her-
itage Gardeners will be Sat-
urday April 28 and Sunday, 
April 29 in Friendswood.
 Five homes, a plant sale, a 
large variety of vendors and 
large raffl e baskets are all 
part of the event. 
 Homes on the tour include 
homes of Edith and Jack Bren-
nen in Wilderness Trails, Tina 
and David Stein in San Joa-
quin, Tom and Mendy Gregory 
in Polly Ranch, Stacy Phillips 
and Paul Drott in West Ranch 
and Marsha and David Conrad 
on Winding Way.
 The tour begins at the Ma-

rie Workman Garden Center 
and Briscoe Garden at 223 W. 
Spreading Oaks in Friends- 
wood.
 Tour hours are 1-5 p.m. 
Vendors will be open from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.
 Tickets are $12 presale 
and $15 at the door. Children 
10 and under are free.
 Advance tickets are avail-
able at the Friendswood Cham-
ber of Commerce, The Cake 
Lady, Friendswood Frame and 
Gallery, La Casita Restaurant, 
Lary’s Florist, Marrone Mar-
ket, Phoenix Cleaners, Rancho 
Mexican Restaurant and Two 
Friends Gifts.
 For more information, vis-
it www.facebook.com/Friend
swoodHeritageGardeners or 
www.heritagegardener.org.
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

SJC students present research at NCUR
 San Jacinto College had 
35 students presenting 17 
group and individual research 
projects at the 2018 National 
Conference for Undergradu-
ate Research, the most presti-
gious undergraduate research 
conference in the U.S.
 NCUR is an interdisci-
plinary conference where stu-
dents representing universi-
ties and colleges from around 
the U.S. as well as interna-
tionally present research and 
creative works in oral, poster 
and performance/visual arts 
presentations. Institutions 
such as Harvard University, 
Stanford University, the Uni-
versity of Texas and Texas 
A&M University are usually 
represented. 
 Presenting at NCUR is 
an opportunity not many 
community college students 
experience. Each year, ap-
proximately 500 universities 
and colleges participate with 
more than 4,000 proposals 
submitted. Last year only 32 
projects from 11 community 
colleges were chosen to pres-
ent their research out of more 
than 1,200 abstracts accept-
ed; fi ve of those were from 
San Jacinto College students. 

This year, one-third of all  
community college presen-
tations at NCUR were from 
San Jacinto College, the most 
presentations of any commu-
nity college at NCUR in the 
last four years.
 “Most of the students pre-
senting at NCUR are college 
seniors who are applying 
to graduate school, so get-
ting an underclassman pre-
sentation accepted is very 
diffi cult and quite an honor 
for our students,” said Dr. 
Eddie Weller, San Jacinto 
College honors program di-
rector. “The reason we have 
so many outstanding pre-
sentations accepted is the 
incredible work done by our 
faculty; they push our stu-
dents to be the best, and our 
students respond well. When 
they transfer, our students 
are usually better prepared 
than the students who start 
at the university, because of 
our faculty.”
 Many of the San Jacinto 
College students that present 
at NCUR are part of the col-
lege’s honors program. The 
San Jacinto College honors 
program courses are taught 
in a seminar style rather than 

lecture and provide students 
with unique course experi-
ences including advanced 
research projects, travel op-
portunities, community stew-
ardship and leadership oppor-
tunities.
 “Presenting at NCUR, the 
premier conference for under-
graduate research, helps our 
students in transferring and 
in receiving scholarships, but 
it doesn’t stop there,” added 
Weller. “It sets them apart 
from other students, helping 
them when applying to grad-
uate schools and in obtaining 
jobs. The long-term benefi ts 
for our students are massive.” 
 Kevin Rodriguez was 
among the 35 San Jacinto 
College students presenting 
at this year’s conference. Last 
year, Rodriguez, along with 
three other San Jacinto Col-
lege students, participated 
in the University of Iowa’s 
Continuing Umbrella of Re-
search Experiences program. 
Supported by the National 
Cancer Institute and a part-
nership between the Univer-
sity of Iowa and collabora-
tive academic institutions, 
CURE is designed to provide 
an atmosphere to train under-

graduate students in cancer 
research. Once selected, the 
students are assigned men-
tors at the University of Iowa 
Holden Comprehensive Can-
cer Center, where they study 
in different labs and work 
alongside principle investiga-
tors for eight weeks for two 
consecutive summers as paid 
undergraduate researchers.
 Rodriguez presented his 
individual research project 
“Differential Contributions 
of Activated YAP and TAZ 
to the Malignant Phenotypes 
of Metastatic Prostate Car-
cinoma Cells.” His research 
looked at two cancer-causing 
proteins, YAP and TAZ, that 
are usually together and nev-
er naturally separated. Ro-
driguez wanted to see what 
each protein contributed to 
prostate cancer cells. After 
separating them into two cell 
lines, the data suggested that 
the protein YAP drives un-
controllable growth, a hall-
mark of cancer, and TAZ in-
creases migration speed in 
cancer cells. Some of the data 
also suggested that YAP may 
not be promoted by the same 
signaling as TAZ. For Rodri-
guez, presenting his research 

San Jacinto College honors students recently presented at the 2018 Nation-
al Conference for Undergraduate Research at the University of Central 
Oklahoma. Shown are, left to right, (front row) Denise Zepeda, Karime 
Montano, Laura Delgadillo, Joshua Rodriguez, Cheyenne Cleveland, Danh 

Nguyen, Ameera Mustafa, Alejandra Morales, Dr. Abbie Grubb, Scout 
Rhodes, (middle row) Taylor Carnahan, Muhammad Sheikh, Tyler White, 
Huan Tran,  Kenley Miller-Sangodeyl, (back row) Andrew Hughes, Steven 
Smiddy, Bentley Davis, Osvaldo Perez, Trung Vu and Kevin Rodriguez.

at NCUR was both inspiring 
and insightful 
 “Conferences like NCUR 
help you assess what really 
interests you and which labs 
are doing that work,” said Ro-
driguez. “The amount of con-
nections, both professionally 
and personally, that I have 
made at these types of confer-
ences has been really great. 
Attending NCUR also allows 
students to shake hands with 
people in charge of graduate 
programs, which can help 
you distinguish yourself from 
other applicants for summer 
or grad school programs.”
 This summer Rodriguez 
will be conducting research 
at Baylor College of Medi-
cine on pediatric oncology 
focusing on Ewing's Sarco-
ma. “I am happy that I am 
helping conduct research as 
it relates to pediatric cancer. 
I personally feel like there is 
no greater reward than help-
ing a child who suffers from 
cancer, and this opportunity 
helps me receive that person-
al reward.”
 For more information on 
the San Jacinto College hon-
ors program, visit sanjac.edu/
honors-program.

Sally the Cell Phone visited Stuchbery Elementary Friday, 
April 13, to present the use of 911 in case of an emergency. 
Kindergarten students were excited to participate. Shown 
with Sally (center) are, left to right, Jose Hernandez, prin-

Sally the Cell Phone visits Stuchbery

cipal; Jeffery Wright; Sofi e Bullock; James Garza; Laylah 
Moreno; Belinda Mai; Yeisson Cervantes; Evelyn Lopez; 
and Sonya Clauson, from the National Emergency Num-
ber Association. Photo by Moriah Matthews

Memorial Hermann Southeast hosts 
pediatric weight management program
 Memorial Hermann South-
east Hospital is hosting a Pe-
diatric Weight Management 
program aimed at helping 
children and their families 
embrace healthier eating and 
exercise habits.
 “We are excited to offer 
this program to Southeast 
Houston and surrounding 
communities,” said Isabel 

Vazquez, registered dietitian 
and pediatric weight man-
agement program coordina-
tor. “This program will equip 
families and teenagers with 
the tools they need to make 
healthy decisions regarding 
eating and physical activity.”
 The free, four-week pro-
gram is available to parents 
and their children ages 12 to 

17. Participants will learn how 
to read nutrition labels, iden-
tify appropriate serving sizes, 
develop better exercise habits, 
follow a healthy, balanced diet 
in social settings, and maintain 
a healthy weight long-term.
 According to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, more than 
20 percent of 12- to 19-year- 

olds are obese. The program 
begins on Saturday, April 28, 
and will hold monthly Sat-
urday morning meetings in 
May, June and July from 10 
a.m. to noon. Registration is 
required to participate. To 
learn more about the program 
or to register, visit www.me
morialhermann.org/SEpwmp 
or call 713-222-2273.

SJC No. 2 community college on Twitter
 The Texas Social Me-
dia Research Institute has 
named its Top Texas Com-
munity Colleges on Twit-
ter, and San Jacinto College 
ranked second behind Del 
Mar College.

 To determine its top Tex-
as community colleges on 
Twitter, TSMRI utilized data 
from the Texas Higher Ed-
ucation Data List of Higher 
Education Institutions, veri-
fi ed a Klout score of at least 

45, according to Twitalyz-
er, and identifi ed the num-
ber of account followers. To 
date, San Jacinto College 
has more than 7,500 Twitter 
followers and a Klout score 
of 61. Klout measures the 

South Belt Elementary student council is organizing a 
fund-raising initiative to promote literacy in Central 
America. Libraries For All is a charitable organization 
that supplies books to lending libraries in Nicaragua, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Costa Rica. The goal is to 
raise funds to help the libraries purchase books. Shown 

SB student council promotes literacy

are third- and fourth-grade student council members, 
left to right, (front row) Romeo Gil, Anthony Cancel, 
(middle row) Marissa Tavera, Audrey Lopez, Marina 
Kostikoglou, Julian Acevedo, Thu Vo, (back row) Juli-
ana Perez, Shawn Deedman, Michael Granger, Daniel 
Soto and Jessica Moise. Photo by Anh Ton

overall online infl uence on a 
scale of 1 to 100, with 100 
being the most infl uential, 
analyzing multiple social 
networks based on engage-
ment.
 “It is wonderful to be rec-
ognized by TSMRI for the 
third year in a row,” said 
Jahmal Clemons, San Jacin-
to College social media co-
ordinator. “San Jac is such a 
dynamic environment, and I 
enjoy the challenge of pro-
moting its culture to our stu-
dents and followers.”
 Since January of this 
year, San Jacinto College 
has more than 7,500 follow-
ers on Twitter. Over the last 
year the average engagement 
rate per follower was around 
nine percent. 
 Twitter makes up the 
highest percentage of the 
college’s social media net-

work contribution at 54 per-
cent.
 “This ranking is a direct 
result of the hard work and 
dedication that our social 
media coordinator, Jahmal 
Clemons, puts in every day,” 
said Teri Crawford, vice 
chancellor, marketing, pub-
lic relations and government 
affairs. “We recognize how 
prominent social media is in 
the lives of our students, and 
it is important that we initi-
ate conversation with them 
on their social platform of 
choice.”
 The Texas Social Media 
Research Institute is located 
at Tarleton State University 
in Stephenville, Texas. The 
institute includes faculty, 
staff, and student social me-
dia researchers. To view the 
Institute’s top 10 lists, visit 
the TSMRI website.

CCISD announces new leadership
 The Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District 
recently announced new 
leadership changes that will 
go into effect for the 2018-
2019 school year.
 Dr. Karen Engle, who 
currently serves as principal 
of Clear Lake High School, 
has been promoted to the 
position of assistant super-
intendent of secondary edu-
cation. 
 Prior to her current post, 

Engle also served as prin-
cipal of Clear Falls High 
School, principal of Clear 
View High School, principal 
of Clear Lake Elementary, 
assistant principal of Clear 
Lake Intermediate and as-
sistant principal of Landolt 
Elementary.
 Engle will replace Scott 
Bockart, who announced 
his retirement several weeks 
ago after serving sixteen 
years in CCISD.Engle

 Paige Hutchison has 
been named as the principal 
of Ferguson Elementary for 
the upcoming school year. 
 She is currently serving 
in the position of assistant 
principal of Falcon Pass El-
ementary.
 Suzanne Saunders, the 
current assistant principal 
at North Pointe Elementa-
ry, has been named the new 
principal of Hyde Elementa-
ry.

Dixie Oil Processors, Inc. 
Superfund Site

PUBLIC NOTICE
U.S. EPA Region 6 Begins Fifth 

Five-Year Review of Site Remedy
 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 (EPA) 
has begun the Fifth Five-Year Review of the remedy for the 
Dixie Oil Processors, Inc. Superfund Site in Harris County, 
Texas.  The review seeks to confi rm that the cleanup conducted 
at the site continues to protect human health and the environ-
ment.  The site, which was a former petrochemical refi ning 
facility, is located in southern Harris County at the intersection 
of Beamer Road and Dixie Farm Road.
 Once completed, the results of the Five-Year Review will be 
made available to the public at the following Information Re-
pository:

Parker Williams Library
at San Jacinto College South Campus

13735 Beamer Road
Houston, Texas  77089

 Information about the Dixie Oil Processors, Inc Site is also 
available on the Internet at: https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/
cursites/csitinfo.cfm?id=0600006. 
 For more information about the Dixie Oil Processors, Inc 
Site, you may contact Gary Miller at (214) 665-8318 or by 
email at miller.garyg@epa.gov. 
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Friday, April 27 & Sat., 
April 28, 2018

Admission $10  –  Free admission for ages 12 & under
Saturday Admission $5 before 4 p.m.; $10 After 4 p.m. 

Live Music Saturday Night
JB & The Moonshine Band

with Phineus Reb
Boiled Crawfish Friday Night

Kids Fun Zone Saturday 9 to 4:30
Free Games & Rides for Kids include...

Petting Zoo, Pony Rides, Rock Climbing, Obstacle Course, Moonwalks, 
Face painting, Hair-Braiding, Giant Trampoline, Inflatable Adrenaline 

Rush Jr., Bubble Blaster, Train Rides, Princess Party Productions–
Snow Queen-Elsa, Elena of Avalor, HPD Helicopter, Batman and  

Superman, Police, Fire & Ambulance Displays, Photo Opportunity 
with Oliver the Watusi Bull & Much More. 

Food & Refreshments
 Barbecue Sandwiches, Turkey Legs, Hot Dogs, Frito Pies, Chili,  

Sausage On A Stick, Cotton Candy, Nachos, Snow Cones & Drinks 
Will Be Available For Purchase. 

Sponsorship opportunities include Banners, Golf Carts & Kids', Activities. For 
information call 281-481-5656  or email mynews@southbeltleader.com

South Belt Spectacular is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Proceeds fund South Belt July 4th Fireworks, community youth programs, 
area scholarships & other IRS approved charitable/tax exempt organizations.

www.southbeltcookoff.com

Presents 22nd Annual 
South Belt Cook-Off
El Franco Lee Park

 Brio Refi ning, Inc. Superfund Site
PUBLIC NOTICE

U.S. EPA Region 6 Begins Fifth 
Five-Year Review of Site Remedy

 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 (EPA) 
has begun the Fifth Five-Year Review of the remedy for the 
Brio Refi ning, Inc. Superfund Site in Harris County, Texas.  
The review seeks to confi rm that the cleanup conducted at the 
site continues to protect human health and the environment.  
The site, which was a former petrochemical refi ning facili-
ty, is located in southern Harris County at the intersection of 
Beamer Road and Dixie Farm Road.

 Once completed, the results of the Five-Year Review will 
be made available to the public at the following Information 
Repository:

Parker Williams Library
at San Jacinto College South Campus

13735 Beamer Road
Houston, Texas  77089

 Information about the Brio Refi nery, Inc. Site is also avail-
able on the Internet at: https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/
cursites/csitinfo.cfm?id=0602601.
 
 For more information about the Brio Refi nery, Inc. Site, you 
may contact Gary Miller at 214-665-8318 or by email at miller. 
garyg@epa.gov. 

Shaar Hashalom presents 
“Kosher Cop”

 Ride along as Jewish police detective Sgt. Steve Riback 
describes the obstacles, ignorance and ant-Semitic discrim-
ination he suffered while performing his duty with the Las 
Vegas Police department. He struggled for his right to wear a 
trimmed beard and a yarmulke (skull cap) while serving his 
Las Vegas community.
 Join Congregation Shaar Hashalom on Thursday, May 3, 
for a free dinner at 5:30 p.m. preceding the exciting and in-
spiring story presented by Riback. Riback will be selling his 
book titled My Journey Home for $15. He will be available 
to sign those books. Children are welcome and the dinner is 
free. Donations help support Congregation Shaar Hashalom’s 
Adult Education program. This presentation will be held at 
16020 El Camino Real.
 Congregation Shaar Hashalom is the conservative Jewish 
synagogue serving the area. For information about this pre-
sentation, call the synagogue offi ce at 281-488-5861, Mon-
day through Friday from  10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Beltway project . . .
Continued from Page 1A
awarded a second contract to 
widen the tollway from Way-
side to Highway 288. That 
contract was awarded for 
the amount of $77 million – 
again, the lowest bid.
 As part of the construc-
tion, the eastbound Cullen 
exit will be moved to the east 
side of Highway 288. Plans 
also call for constructing an 
inside safety shoulder, as 
there is currently only one on 
the outside lanes.
 The widening of the road 
is necessary to accommodate 
the ever-increasing volume 
of traffi c traveling the two-
lane tollway. The southeast 
section of the beltway (from 
Highway 288 to Interstate 
45) had more than 29 million 
transactions for the 12-month 
period ending February 
2013. That number jumped 
to nearly 32 million for the 
12-month period ending in 
February 2015, and HC-
TRA offi cials project that 
nearly 38 million transac-
tions will take place for the 
12-month period ending in 
February 2020.

Continued from Page 1A
east, AARP, Harris County 
Area Agency on Aging, and 
San Jacinto College South.
 The Fun Bunch is a 
program of the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce. Fun Bunch mem-
bers have many years of ex-

perience and a vast amount of 
knowledge and expertise.
 Through their volunteer 
efforts, members of the Fun 
Bunch serve as chamber 
ambassadors representing 
the chamber at community 
events such as ribbon-cut-
tings, luncheons and special 

events. The Fun Bunch also 
enjoys participating in trips, 
luncheons and other social 
activities. The Fun Bunch 
plans and organizes all activi-
ties for the group.
 For more informa-
tion on the South Belt-El-
lington Chamber of 
Commerce, the Senior Info/
Expo or the Fun Bunch, 
visit the website at south
beltchamber.com or call 281-
481-5516.
 For information about 
programs at El Franco Lee 
Senior Community Center, 
visit the website at HCP1.net 
or call Stephanie Gilder at 
832-927-2190.

Chamber senior expo planned
Approximately 80 cooking teams are expected to take part in the 22nd an-
nual South Belt Spectacular Cook-off, set to take place Friday, April 27, 
and Saturday, April 28, at El Franco Lee Park, located at 9400 Hall Road. 
Once again, Saturday’s daytime festivities will be designed primarily for 
families, with children 12 and under being admitted for free. There will be 
a wide variety of children’s activities – all free of charge. Saturday evening 
will feature live musical entertainment from JB and the Moonshine Band 
and Phineus Reb. For the fi rst time in the event’s history, Friday night will 
feature a fresh crawfi sh boil. Additional parking and shuttle service will 
be available at Dobie High School. There will be no parking allowed 
along Hall Road for the duration of the event. The above photo shows 
an aerial view of last year’s event. See related story on Page 1A and ad 
on this page. 

South Belt Spectacular Cook-off set for April 27, 28

 County offi cials said ef-
forts are being made to limit 
main lane and ramp closures 
whenever possible.
 The work being done on 
the beltway west of the Gulf 
Freeway is in addition to 
similar widening projects be-
ing done on the tollway east 
of Interstate 45.
 That expansion will wid-
en the beltway from two to 
four lanes in each direction 
from the Gulf Freeway to 
Highway 225. The project 
will also replace the exist-
ing Beltway 8 Ship Channel 
toll bridge. The replacement 
bridge will also be four lanes 
in each direction, rather than 
the existing two lanes. The 
improvements are expected 
to cost roughly $1.5 billion, 
with around $900 million be-
ing spent on the bridge por-
tion alone.
 Construction is already 
underway and is expected 
to be fi nished in 2022. Once 
completed, the new bridge is 
expected to last at least 100 
years, according to Harris 
County Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Jack Morman.

Stuchbery announces rolls
 Stuchbery Elementary an-
nounced its honor and merit 
rolls for the third nine-weeks.

Honor Roll
Third Grade

 Tyler Albert, Thong Lu-

ong, Stephanie Marquez and 
Nathaniel Padilla.

Fourth Grade
 Blessing Akinloye, Antho-
ny DeLeon, Christian Glasp-
ie and Abdal Helal.
 Robyn Oba, Jazmin Pine-
da, Natalie Rangel and John 
Tran.

Merit Roll
Third Grade

 Alexander Castillo, John 
Dang, Mariah Davis, Nam 
Nguyen and Andrew Posey.
 Kailyn Quiroz, Ana 
Reyes, Jonathan Rounds and 
Anne Tran.

Fourth Grade
 Aiden Diaz, Sydnie Hile 
and Matthew Perez.
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

Region III Track
Fri. and Sat., April 27-28

Turner Stadium
Humble ISD

Cosmetic, Implants and
General Dentistry

Bring ad for free whitening after a
new patient exam, xrays, and cleaning.

10950 Resource Parkway
Suite C

(Near Memorial Southeast Hospital)

281-481-0056
Dr. Angel Román

USA KARATE - 11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

$75 Registration Special

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Dobie Longhorns vs.
North Shore Mustangs

Friday, April 27, 7 p.m.
San Jacinto College South

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945
Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm, Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• rain-guard

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• rain-guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

Join our eClub for more savings

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$16
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/13/18.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • SERVICE • REPAIR
NOW HIRING MECHANIC AND CAR WASH PERSONNEL

At left, Dobie senior midfielder Sebastian Leal (10) was named the Most Valu-
able Player in District 22-6A, while fellow senior Ramon Cahue (above in 
yellow) was named the Goalkeeper of the Year for the second straight season 
in the District 22-6A varsity boys’ soccer ranks. The team captains helped the 
Longhorns to their third straight league championship at 13-1, including a 
12-match winning streak. For more on the 22-6A All-District selections, see 
Page 2B.                           Photo at left by Jade Wise/Photo above by John Bechtle

JFD’s Leal, Cahue garner top 22-6A varsity soccer honors

 Blake Jackson, who 
helped the Dobie varsi-
ty football program to its 
last district title in 2010, is 
doing whatever it takes to 
continue his career profes-
sionally – even if it means 
changing positions.
 After graduating from 
Dobie in 2011, Jackson 
eventually wound up un-
der center at the Universi-
ty of Mary Hardin-Baylor 
in Belton, Texas. 
 A three-year letterman, 
Jackson was named the 
Most Outstanding Player 
at the 2016 Stagg Bowl af-
ter quarterbacking UMHB 
to the national champion-
ship.
 That season, Jackson 

threw for nearly 3,300 
yards and 35 touchdowns 
and rushed for more than 
900 yards and 11 more 
touchdowns. 
 Focusing on his train-
ing since leaving UMHB, 
Jackson has signed a free 
agent contract with the 
Calgary Stampeders of 
the Canadian Football 
League, where he will 
play receiver.
 A season ago, the Stam-
peders advanced to the 
Grey Cup, the CFL’s ver-
sion of the NFL’s Super 
Bowl. 
 Calgary’s regular sea-
son will begin in June, and 
Jackson certainly plans to 
be involved.

Dobie High’s Jackson
scores CFL invitation

Pree, Singleton lead regional tracksters
 No one said it would be 
easy, and it wasn’t. Fol-
lowing the completion of 
the District 21/22-6A and 
District 23/24-6A area 
track and field champion-

ships, there weren’t many 
Clear Brook or Dobie ath-
letes left standing.
 The Class 6A Region III 
Championships will begin 
with preliminary rounds 
April 26, with most event 
finals playing out April 27. 
As for Clear Brook and 
Dobie, the total number of 
entrants is expected to be 
four, plus a relay.
 Dobie joined athletes 
from across District 22-6A   
as well as District 21-6A 
at the area championship 
April 18 in Deer Park. In 
the end, Lady Longhorn 
freshmen Amari Singleton 
and Ambreon Jones had 
scored automatic regional 
berths.

Pioneer tracksters
make regional trek
 Lutheran South Acade-
my track and field athletes 
will feel right at home 
at the Texas Association 
of Private and Parochial 
School Class 6A/5A South 
Regional Championships
 All the fun begins 
Thursday, April 26, as 
TAPPS’ finest converge 
on Challenger Columbia 
Stadium in Webster, with 

state championship meet 
berths hanging in the bal-
ance.
 As is the case in the 
public school ranks area 
round meets, the top four 
boys’ and girls’ finishers in 
both individual and relay 
events from LSA’s Class 
5A District 4 qualified for 
the South Regional event. 

Continued on Page 3B

 There may still be some 
Region XIV postseason 
tournament magic remain-
ing for the San Jacinto 
College softball team, and 
it would be a welcome 
sight.
 The Coyotes, 22-26 
overall before concluding 
the Region XIV portion of 
their schedule with a home 
twin bill against Blinn af-
ter press time April 25, 
still hope to turn things 
around at the right time.
 As the team’s record 
would indicate, SJC has 
had a tough time gaining 

any sort of positive mo-
mentum for much of the 
season. In losing three of 
four games in conference 
play April 20-21, some of 
the issues persisted.
 On April 20 in the first 
of two games against Al-
vin, San Jac committed 
seven errors during what 
eventually became a 4-3 
loss in 10 innings.
 San Jac scored a run 
in the top of the ninth to 
lead 3-2, only to see the 
Dolphins plate an un-
earned run in the bottom

Continued on Page 6B

SJC Coyote softball
winding down year

 Singleton, who last fall 
advanced to the Region III 
cross-country champion-
ships, reached regionals 
at the end of her first high 
school track season in 

both the 400- and 800-me-
ter events.
 At the area meet, Sin-
gleton was third in the 
400-meter run with a time 
of 57.56 seconds, clinch-
ing a regional berth.
 Singleton also ad-
vanced to regionals in the 
800, where her area round 
time of 2 minutes, 20.66 
was fourth-best.
 At 47.35, Jones was 
fourth in the 300-meter 
hurdles as she scored a re-
gional event.
 Pree and Horace both 
qualified in the long jump 
for Clear Brook at the 
23/24-6A area meet. With 
a top effort of 22 feet, 4 3/4 
inches, Pree grabbed the 

third-place slot, just ahead 
of Horace, who was fourth 
at 22-4.
 The Lady Longhorns 
are qualified for regionals 
in the 4x100-meter relay, 
with Brianna Smith, Deiara 

Jackson, Amya Ray and 
Erin Fleming combining 
for a time of 48.70, which 
was fourth overall. Dobie 
hurdler Mason Douglas 
just missed, placing fourth 
in the 110s and 300s.

Come Celebrate 
CINCO de MAYO 
with Las Haciendas!

At All Four Locations ations 
Live Music, DJ, Mariachis, Dancing 

Fajita &
Margarita Specials! 

Don't Forget Mother's Day, May 13
South Belt • 12933 Gulf Freeway • 28y 1-484-6888
Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m.

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

NASA • 1020 NASA RA OAD 1 @ 45 •281-557-3500
STAFFORD • 12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY. • 28YY 1-240-3060

LLEAGUEEAGUE CCITYITY •• 2951 M2951 MAAMMMM RRIINNAA BBAA AYAY DDRR. SSTETE. 150150 •• 281-334-2175281 334 2175

HAPPY HOUR All DAY

Join us for our celebration

10943 Scarsdale Blvd • Houston, TX 77089 • 281-922-1477

Visit us at www.papagayosgrill.com

JFD baseball makes playoffs
 A clutch 4-3 win at La 
Porte has the Dobie Long-
horns in the varsity base-
ball playoffs moving for-
ward, and a season-ending 
win over Memorial April 
27 could bring the Long-
horns greater rewards.
 Dobie, now 21-8 over-
all this season, very well 
could land the Longhorns 
the No. 3 playoff seed 
heading into the playoffs.
 Dobie’s win over La 
Porte isn’t enough to land 
the locals one of the top 
two playoff seeds in Dis-
trict 22-6A. Those belong 
to Deer Park and La Porte.
 But Dobie, now tied 
with West Brook at 9-4 
for third place, needs one 
more break April 27 to 
avoid finishing fourth in 
the standings.
 Because West Brook 

owns a season sweep over 
the Longhorns, the Bruins 
would earn the tiebreaker 
edge should the two teams 
finish in a tie. While Do-
bie will host Memorial 
April 27, the Bruins must 
play at Deer Park. That’s 
significant in that Deer 
Park needs a win to ensure 
a tie at the top of the dis-
trict with La Porte.
 Why does this matter? 
Kingwood, which swept 
past Dobie in the bidistrict 
round last season, is on its 
way to winning the Dis-
trict 21-6A title with 10 
straight wins. 
 If the Mustangs do 
indeed win the 21-6A 
crown, they will face the 
No. 4 seed out of 22-6A.
 There is also one day 
of games remaining in 21-
6A as well, and it appears 

Atascocita will hold on for 
the No. 2 seed, pitting the 
Eagles against the No. 3 
seed from District 22-6A.

Moreno delivers
 Jonathan Moreno drove 
in David Amaya with the 
eventual game-winning 
run at La Porte as the lo-
cals escaped with a huge 
win over the Bulldogs.
 Alan Lopez started on 
the mound for the Long-
horns and pitched very 
well, going 5 1/3 innings 
in one of his best starts of 
the season.
 Dobie led 3-1 head-
ing into the bottom of the 
sixth before the Bulldogs 
plated a pair to tie the 
game. But after taking a 
tough 7-5 loss April 20 at 
Deer Park, the Longhorns 
weren’t about to let this 
one slip away.
 After Moreno’s heroics, 
Damien Lopez closed out 
the game for the win. Isa-
iah Vasquez, Justin Blogg 
and Jeffry Mercado all had 
two hits for Dobie, and 
Mercado swiped two more 
bases.

Continued on Page 6B 

Senior and four-year starter Yvonne Whaley led 
the attack as Dobie polished off Memorial to claim 
second place in District 22-6A. Now, Whaley and 
her teammates are primed for what they plan to 
be a deep playoff run.            Photo by John Bechtle

Second-seeded Lady Longhorns take on NS
 A 10-5 hammering of 
rival Memorial capped 
off a terrific 11-3 run 
through District 22-6A 
action, and now the Do-
bie varsity softball team 
is set for what it hopes is 
a deep playoff run.

all this season, has been 
planning for this moment 
since the offseason. While 
several of the team’s cur-
rent top contributors en-
tered the current season 
with little varsity experi-
ence, at least three of its 

 It all starts Friday, 
April 27, as Dobie 
“hosts” North Shore at 
San Jacinto College’s 
South campus. First pitch 
in the single-game bidis-
trict playoff matchup is 
set for 7 p.m.
 Either Dobie, the No. 
2 seed out of District 22-
6A, or North Shore, the 
No. 3 seed in District 
21-6A, will advance to 
the area playoff round to 
take on Pearland Dawson 
or Clear Falls. Dawson is 
the District 23-6A cham-
pion.
 Dobie, now 22-8 over-

returnees are future major 
Division I collegiate per-
formers.
 One of those – Texas 
Tech University signee 
Yvonne Whaley was 3 for 
4 with a triple and three 
runs scored as the Lady 
Longhorns secured the 
No. 2 playoff seed at 11-3 
with a 10-5 defeat of Me-
morial April 20.
 Memorial jumped out 
to a 4-1 lead after an in-
ning, but Dobie quickly 
bounced back.
 In the top of the second, 
Dobie tied things as Dani 

Continued on Page 6B
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District 22-6A
Varsity Boys’ Soccer

Most Valuable Players
Sebastian Leal, Dobie, Sr.

Abner Lopez, South Houston, Sr.

Offensive MVP
Jesus Aleman, Memorial, Sr.

Defensive MVP
Oscar Trevino, Dobie, Jr.

Goalkeepers of the Year
Ramon Cahue, Dobie, Sr.

Michael Garcia, Deer Park, Soph.

Newcomer of the Year
Raul Hernandez, Dobie, Soph.

Utility Players of the Year
David Mendez, Deer Park, Sr.

Richard Lopez, South Houston, Jr.
Kevin Santoyo, Rayburn, Sr. 

Seniors of the Year
Luis Arellano, Dobie

Alex Peralta, South Houston 

Coaches of the Year
Agustin Loredo, South Houston

Chris Parker, Rayburn

First Team Forwards
Bryan Nava, Dobie, Jr.
Alberto Chavez, Dobie, Jr.
Cristian Franco, South Houston, Sr.
Chris Alejandro, South Houston, Jr.
Edson Palacios, Rayburn, Sr.

First Team Midfi elders
Kevin Hernandez, Dobie, Jr.
Adrian Garcia, Dobie, Soph.
Gilberto Garcia, Memorial, Soph.
Kevin Gonzalez, South Houston, Jr.
Johnny Maciel, Deer Park, Jr.
Diego Espinoza, Deer Park, Jr.
Leo Santoyo, Rayburn, Jr.
Christian Avila, La Porte, Jr.
Jose Castillo, Pasadena, Soph.
Phillip Perez, West Brook, Sr.

First Team Defenders
Illsen Urrutia, Dobie, Jr.
Randy Guajardo, Memorial, Jr.
Edwin Ojeda, Memorial, Jr.
Shukri Frias, Memorial, Jr.
Luis Tamayo, South Houston, Sr.
Jerson Martinez, Deer Park, Jr.
Martin Toledo, La Porte, Sr.
Juan Gonzalez, Pasadena, Sr.
Rhys Howells, West Brook, Sr.

Second Team Selections – Dobie
 Antonio Arias, midfi elder, Sr.

Thomas Aleman, defender, Sr.
David Castaneda, defender, Sr.
Eli Donaho, midfi elder, Soph.

Manuel Ricaurte, defender, Soph.

Dobie boys’ soccer champs dominate 22-6A picks

At left, Dobie junior midfi elder Kev-
in Hernandez (14) tracks down a pass 
during the team’s 2-0 win over Friends-
wood in the area round of the playoffs. 
Hernandez, who  had fi ve goals and nine 
assists this season, was a 22-6A fi rst team 
pick. 
At right, Dobie’s Bryan Nava (11) led 
the Longhorns in goals scored with 17 en 
route to being named a 22-6A fi rst team 
performer.                     Photos by Jade Wise

At left, the Longhorns’ 
defense wound up be-
ing one of the area’s 
best this season as the 
opposition scored just 
23 goals in 27 games 
for an 0.85 goals-
against average. One 
of the key contributors 
on the defensive end 
was Oscar Trevino (8), 
who was named the 
Defensive Player of the 
Year in 22-6A.
At right, the Long-
horns’ defense also got 
a big lift from junior 
Illsen Urrutia, a 22-6A 
fi rst team selection at 
the defender position. 
Photos by John Bechtle

Below, the Longhorns’ 
Adrian Garcia (5) re-
turned to the team’s 
defensive rotation this 
season and played very 
well as a second-year 
varsity performer. Af-
ter a terrifi c season, 
Garcia, a sophomore, 
was named a District 
22-6A fi rst team pick.

Photo by Jade Wise

The Longhorns’ Alberto Chavez (2) got his fi rst extensive action as a junior this 
season at the varsity level and had 19 points with six goals and seven assists 
from his forward spot as he was a 22-6A fi rst team honoree.

Photos by John Bechtle

At left, Raul Hernan-
dez (9) had a tremen-
dous season for the 
Longhorns, as the 
sophomore was named 
the Newcomer of the 
Year in the District 
22-6A ranks. With 
14 goals and eight as-
sists for 36 points, 
Hernandez ended the 
season as Dobie’s sec-
ond-leading scorer.
At right, the Long-
horns’ Luis Arellano 
saved his best for last, 
earning co-Senior of 
the Year honors in Dis-
trict 22-6A this sea-
son. In his fi nal season, 
Arellano had seven 
goals and two assists, 
including a big one in 
a 2-0 win over Friends-
wood in the area 
round. 

Photos by Jade Wise

 Alief Elsik proved to be the last team 
standing in the Class 6A varsity boys’ soccer 
division this season after winning the state 
title, but the Rams have very little over the 
Dobie Longhorns.
 At 13-1 this season, the Longhorns cap-
tured their fourth straight District 22-6A 
championship and wound up playing in the 
regional quarterfi nals for a third straight sea-
son.
 Despite a loss to North Shore in that re-
gional quarterfi nal round, the Longhorns fi n-
ished 21-4-2 overall. Following the season, 
numerous Longhorns were recognized as 
premier players at their respective positions 
within District 22-6A, led by Most Valuable 
Player Sebastian Leal and co-Goalkeeper of 
the Year Ramon Cahue (see Page 1B).



Thursday, April 26, 2018, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Section B, Page 3

THURSDAY, APRIL 26
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the 
club at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochs
ner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 
713-856-1611.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd. For details, call 
Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For 
details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 27
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group, 
noon, Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 
12005 County Rd. 39, Pearland. For details, call 713-
856-1611.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Genealogical Society – Meets monthly at 
University Baptist Church, 16106 Middlebrook Dr., 
Clear Lake. Coffee and socializing prior to 7 p.m. meet-
ing. Visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org for more information.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-
856-1611.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family members and 
friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, learn Al-Anon 
principles, that they are not alone, and discover choices 
available. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787,  or drop in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
StartSchoolLater.net (SSL) Houston Chapter - in-
formational meeting about the link of teen sleep depri-
vation to depression and low academic performance. 
The public is welcome at the Parker Williams Library, 
Room F, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-
229-1409.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For 

women affected by an addict, First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell 
Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a 
loved one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter 
and Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, 
call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to 
RSVP for child care.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA 
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For 
details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For 
details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 

UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, APRIL 30
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 
409-454-5720 for details, or  drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship 
Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through 
Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for 
details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 
713-856-1611.

3:15 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and 
speech therapy for adults with Parkinson’s 3:15 to 4:45 
p.m., Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical 
Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for 
details.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 
Fuqua. Come, improve crossword playing skills. Call 
281-488-2923 for details.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – 
Mondays at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. 
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland. Enter door closest to 
recycling bins. For details, call 713-865-3668 or visit 
www.oahouston.org.  Continued on Page 4B
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SBGSA’s Texan Divas 10U capture La Porte crown
At right, the South Belt 
Girls Softball Associa-
tion’s 10-under Texan 
Divas squad won the 
championship at the 
La Porte Girls Softball 
Association’s Spring 
Into Softball tourna-
ment April 7-8. Mem-
bers of the team are, 
left to right, (front row) 
Natalie Chavez, Leila 
Reyes, Khloe Corona-
do, Samantha Trevino, 
Arianna Serna, Vanes-
sa De La Fuente, (mid-
dle row) Chloe Nunez, 
Grace Arriola, Aaryn 
Brown, Persephone So-
ria, Lauren Liscano, 
(back row) assistant 
coach Marshall Thorn-
ton, head coach Nolan 
Liscano and assistant 
coaches Freddy De La 
Fuente and Fernando 
Nunez.

Submitted photo

Continued from Page 1B
 The Pioneers graduat-
ed some major Division I 
talent last season, includ-
ing state track and fi eld 
meet competitors Mar-
leen Guerrero (University 
of Texas) and Terrell Da-
vis (Air Force Academy), 
but the program has rarely 
missed a beat this season. 
 At the Class 5A District 

TRACK AND FIELD
Friday and Saturday, April 27-28

Dobie/Brook varsity at Region III meet, Turner, TBA

SOCCER
Thursday, April 26 through Friday, April 27

PISD 7th/8th girls tournament, TBA

Wednesday, May 2 through Friday, May 4
PISD 7th/8th boys tournament, TBA

BASEBALL
Friday, April  27

Brook varsity hosts Dickinson, 7:00

Dobie varsity hosts Memorial, Dobie, 4:00

Dobie JV at Memorial, 5:00

Brook JV at Dickinson, 6:30

Brook sophomores at Dickinson, 4:30

Dobie sophomores at Memorial, 3:00

SOFTBALL
Thursday, May 4 through Sunday, May 7

San Jacinto College at Region XIV tourn., TBA

Sports Calendar

Rising Stars registering
 The Rising Stars Track Club, the South Belt area’s 
longstanding youth program, is currently accepting 
registration and is conducting preseason workouts at 
the Dobie High School track. Team coaches are host-
ing workouts each Wednesday and Friday, from 4:45 
p.m. to dark, Saturdays from noon to 2 p.m. and Sun-
days from 3 to 5 p.m. Both returning and fi rst-year 
team members may register at any of the workout ses-
sions. 

Pearland Rotary charity golf
 Pearland Rotary Club offi cials have announced 
plans for the group’s 47th annual Golf for Charity 
tournament, coming to Golfcrest Country Club Fri-
day, May 4.
 Participants will enjoy golf, a lunch, a celebratory 
dinner, silent auction and more during the course of 
the fun-fi lled day. There will also be a closest-to-the-
pin contest in addition to the ever-popular Fireball 
Challenge. Lunch will be served at 11 a.m., and golf 
begins at noon. To register for the event, visit www.
PearlandRotaryGolf.com.

Seahawks FB signing up
 The Blackhawk Seahawks youth football program, 
complete with drill team and cheerleading squads, is 
currently registering boys and girls ages 5 to 12 years 
old, for the 2018 fall season. The cost is $200 each 
for football players and $350 each for drill team and 
cheerleader members. The Blackhawk Seahawks are 
members of the Texas Intercity Football Inc. (TIFI) 
and play their home games at Dobie High School. 
To register youths, visit the team web site at www.
leaguelineup.com/blackhawkseahawks. For addition-
al information, call team president Lisa Sanchez at 
832-969-8542.

Phillips to host HABCA stars
 Pasadena ISD’s own Phillips Field House is 
the 2018 host site for the Houston Area Basketball 
Coaches Association All-Star Game series, coming 
May 3.
 HABCA offi cials received more than 100 submis-
sions for inclusion into the game, and the fi nal 40 fi -
nalists were divided into four teams. 
 Deserving head coaches from across the state were 
chosen to head the teams, including Darren Chandler 
of Deer Park, who will be coaching his fi nal game. 
Earlier this spring, Chandler was selected as Deer 
Park ISD’s new Director of Athletics.
 Locally, South Houston High School’s Dralyn 
Brown is on Chandler’s roster for the game. 
 On May 3, Team Coleman will go against Team 
Sanders at 6 p.m., followed by Team Chandler vs. 
Team Sigler at 8 p.m. Admission will be $5 at the 
door. HABCA members will be admitted free of 
charge.

Local sports news

 Eight games remain in 
Region XIV action as the 
San Jacinto College base-
ball team preps for what 
promises to be another 
deep postseason run. 
 With 13 straight wins 
and counting, the Gators 
are playing as well as any 
team in the country.
 The Gators are fresh off 
a four-game sweep over 
Galveston April 19-20 as 
the Whitecaps were al-
lowed no earned runs over 
the four games.
 In the opener April 19, 
San Jacinto staff ace Jacob 
Cantleberry won his 21st 
career game, tossing fi ve 
innings to run his record 
this season to 10-1.  
 Cantleberry scattered 
four hits and struck out 
four to get the win.
 SJC scored fi ve runs 
in the fi rst inning to take 
control of the game. Matt 
Goodheart led off the 
game with a homer, and 
Alerick Soularie tripled 
home Jordan Myrow for a 
2-0 lead. 
 Jacob Matheny doubled 
home another run, and 
Herbert Iser then homered 
in his fi fth straight game 
for a 5-0 lead.
 The locals cruised to 
an 8-2 win in the second 
game as Luke Matheny 

went six frames on the 
mound for the win, strik-
ing out six along the way. 
 Trent Franson’s RBI tri-
ple in the fi rst inning got 
the offense rolling. 
 Goodheart homered 
again in the third inning, 
and Jacob Matheny went 
deep in the sixth frame. 
Franson later doubled to 
cap his outstanding game.
 The next day, San Jacin-
to won a tight 4-2 game, 
with all of the game’s runs 
coming over the fi rst two 
innings.
 Sergio Macias had a 
two-run single in the sec-
ond inning to provide the 
difference, and Rylan 
Kaufman struck out seven 
over 5 1/3 innings for the 
win.
 San Jacinto then scored 
two runs each in the sev-
enth and eighth innings to 
close out the series with a 
6-2 win.
 Franson, Jacob 
Matheny, Mario Moralez 
and Nick Neville all dou-
bled in the game, and Dev-
on Roedahl improved to 
6-2 this season with six 
innings of no-run baseball.
 Now at 37-9 overall, the 
Gators are also comfort-
ably atop the Region XIV 
South standings at 23-4 
with eight games left.

SJC baseball squad 
rolls to 13 straight

4 meet, the Pioneers were 
led by a pair of senior 
girls, who pocketed dis-
trict championships along 
with invitations to region-
als.
 At 98 feet, 11 inches, 
Skylar Johnson won the 
discus for Lutheran South, 
and teammate Gabi Scot-
to championed the triple 
jump with a leap of 31-9.

 Johnson will also rep-
resent the Lady Pioneers 
in the shot put after she 
was second in the event, 
coming through with a top 
throw of 33-2.
 Francesca Scotto, a 
sophomore and younger 
sister of Gabi Scotto, will 
also compete at regionals 
as her throw of 84-6 was 
second in the event.
 Other silver medalists 
for Lutheran South Acad-
emy  at the district meet 
included junior Bethany 
Andress, who cleared 4-8 
in the high jump for sec-

ond place. 
 Teammate Laura Dem-
chak, a sophomore, made 
her way over the 4-4 mark 
for fourth place in the 
same event.
 At 7-0, junior Allison 
Klein was second in the 
pole vault, with freshman 
teammate Isla Dietert 
fourth at 6-6 for a regional 
qualifi cation.
 Senior Vanessa Campos 
ran the 3,200-meter event 
in 13 minutes, 42.79 sec-
onds for third place and a 
regional berth, and soph-
omore Laiya Palmer was 

third in the long jump with 
a top effort of 15-9 1/2 to 
advance.
 Demchak will join Gabi 
Scotto in the triple jump 
mix at regionals as she 
was fourth in the district 
competition with a leap of 
30-9 1/2.
 The LSA boys’ squad 
also excelled at the Dis-
trict 4 meet, with a trio of 
Pioneers making their way 
to regionals in the high 
jump.
 Junior Daniel Hutch-
ens cleared 6-0 for second 
place, and junior Peyton 

Lutheran South track and fi eld athletes make regionals

$ $

Soderstrom was third after 
making his way over the 
5-10 mark. 
 Fourth place and a re-
gional berth also went to 
the Pioneers’ Jake Justice 
at 5-10, but with more at-
tempts than Soderstrom.
 A leap of 20-6 got soph-
omore Beau Psencik to re-
gionals in the long jump. 
Teammate Lewis Palmer 
III also advanced as he 
was fourth in the event at 
20-2 1/2.
 Two sophomores will 
move on for the Pioneers 
in the triple jump, includ-

ing Nick Chowdhury (sec-
ond at 41-8) and Justice 
(fourth at 41-7 1/2).
 Three LSA pole vault-
ers are also en route to re-
gionals. 
 Senior Joseph Spencer 
(second at 10-0), Adrian 
Zimmerman (third at 8-0) 
and Carson Noack (fourth 
at 8-0) all advanced.
 Aaron Casas was sec-
ond for a silver medal in 
the shot put (46-3 1/2), 
and he advanced to the 
next round in the discus 
with a fourth-place throw 
of 121-5.

Dobie student trainers among HM scholarship recipients

Maria Figueroa Jasmin Gomez

 The job of an athletic 
trainer begins well before the 
fi rst athletes of the fall season 
take to the fi eld or courts.
 While a given high 
school’s volleyball and foot-
ball players typically get their 
practices underway around 
Aug. 1, that school’s athletic 
training staff has already laid 
the groundwork for a safe, 
healthy start.
 And so it begins. From 
that fi rst July morning, 
through holiday practices and 
tournaments, spring break 
baseball and softball games, 
and even playoff games that 
linger on past the end of the 
school year, there is one con-
stant – the busy life of an ath-
letic trainer.
 Just like those at any of 
the other Pasadena ISD high 
schools, head athletic trainers 
Jesse Lopez and Ruth Grasty 
know the life. They’ve been 
down the road more than 
once together at Dobie, work-
ing together to help schedule 
personal outings for one an-
other’s families, careful not 
to upset the always-moving 
athletic schedule.
 At the beginning of each 
school year, Lopez and 
Grasty no doubt carefully 
explain to incoming student 
athletic trainers that the road 
will be long, and sometimes 
the visible rewards few.

 As Lopez explains, those 
returning for the 2018-2019 
school year will actually be-
gin their work this summer, 
what with the Longhorns, just 
most other high schools, in-
volved in voluntary strength 
and conditioning programs 
and the like.
 From there, it’s volley-
ball, football, team tennis, 
and more in the fall, with 
many other sports following 
through the year.
 For a student-athlete, a 
regular school day runs from 
7:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m., and 
then there are athletic events 
that typically require a stu-
dent trainer to be on campus 
grounds until 7 p.m. Game 
nights? Try 11 p.m. to mid-
night, depending on that 
night’s travel schedule.
 “These kids are always 
working hard,” Lopez said. 
“Sometimes it seems like it 
never ends, but that’s what 
life as an athletic trainer is. 
Anything we can do to help 
give back to them, we’ll cer-
tainly try to do for them.”
 And that’s what Houston 
Methodist St. John Hospital 
is doing. Prior to the 2016-
2017 school year, HMSJ en-
tered into a three-year part-
nership with Pasadena ISD 
to provide sports medicine 
services and fi nancial sup-
port to the district’s 9,800 

student-athletes as well as its 
cast of roughly 400 coaches 
and athletic trainers.
 As part of that commit-
ment, Houston Methodist St. 
John Hospital has for the past 
two years provided academ-
ic scholarships to deserving 
student trainers coming from 
Dobie, Pasadena, Rayburn, 
South Houston or Memorial 
high schools.
 This year, Maria Figueroa 
and Jasmin Gomez are the re-
cipients from Dobie. Earlier 
this month, they were gifted 
the scholarships as part of a 
special ceremony honoring 
them and other PISD athletic 
trainers.
 For Lopez, the honor is 
well-deserved. Dobie began 
the school year with 30 stu-
dent trainers and will end the 
year with 23, he said. 
 Just like athletes com-
peting on the fi eld, the stu-
dent-trainers must adhere to 
the same guidelines, rules 
and the no-pass, no-play stip-
ulation that governs all stu-
dents.
 “Jasmin and Maria have 
done a terrifi c job for us,” 
Lopez said. “As I said, it’s a 
year-round job, and we have 
high demands. It’s not un-
like any other training room 
in town, but we expect a lot 
from our kids. They deserve 
this honor.
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We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

ESTATE SALE

To submit items 
for the 

CALENDAR
at the 

South Belt-Ellington Leader 
send an email to: 

mynews@southbeltleader.com
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HELP WANTED

CALENDAR
11:30 a.m.

American Business Women’s Association Bay Area Vision 
Chapter – Meets at Bon Appetit Cafe, 18027 Point Lookout Dr., 
77058, monthly, first Wednesday, noon to 1:30 p.m. Professional 
speaker often present. For details, contact Christie O’Rear at chris
tieorear@gmail.com.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

1 - 3:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has free Hump Day Dance to practice ball-
room dance 1 to 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 1001 E. League City Pkwy. 
League City nonresidents must purchase activity card. This is a casual, 
practice dance (not formal lessons) and is open to all ages. Everyone 
may dress comfortably and enjoy dancing in a safe, friendly environ-
ment on a beautiful fl oating hardwood fl oor. Name tags are provided to 
assist in getting acquainted. Having a partner is helpful but dancers 
without partners are welcome. For details, call Neva Schroder at 417-
838-2204.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-2525 
(24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/sexual 
abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org 
for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, MAY 3
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for more information, or 
drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email 
the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meeting, 7 p.m., 
2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church 
(youth building). For details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166.

7:30 p.m.
The Bay Area Writers’ League – Meets the first and third Thursdays 
monthly to improve writing skills, Barnes and Noble, 1029 W. Bay 
Area Blvd., 7:30 p.m. Newcomers welcome.

Continued from Page 3B
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7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For information, call 713-856-1611.

7:30 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on Monday, 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/session or $35/10 
sessions for CSH members and $5/session or $45/10 session for non-
members. Everyone is welcome. For details, contact 281-488-5861 or 
csh@shaarhashalom.org.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 Step 
Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Education 
Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For details, call Russell at 832-483-
6715.

TUESDAY, MAY 1
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for more information, or 
drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, 
a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. Tuesday 
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For 
details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 
16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the 
director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

11:30 a.m.
Local NARFE Meeting – National Association of Retired Federal 
Employees, Chapter 1321, meets the first Tuesday at Clear Lake 
Community Center, 5001 NASA Pkwy. Lunch is $6. For details, call 
Norman Chaffee at 713-944-2461.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 2245 
N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch is $15. Variety 
of speakers. For information, call 281-900-7257 or email nalix@texas
citizensbank.com.

12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has dance lessons Tuesdays following the 
senior luncheon taught by 35-year dance area instructors Lewis and 
Betty Whistler at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City Pkwy. 
For questions regarding lessons, call 832-517-5833. A $25 activity 
card is required for nonresidents which is free to senior League City 
residents. For questions about the activity card, call the park offi ce at 
281-554-1180.

1 p.m.
Trailmixers – Meets the first Tuesday at Luby’s, 11595 Fuqua. Former 
and current employees of J. Frank Dobie High School are welcome.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the Sagemont 
Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 1:30 p.m. For informa-
tion, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 Sea 
Lark, 77062. For details or classes, contact Dr. Glandorf at drglandorf@
sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Quilt Guild – Meets the first Tuesday at 10904 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Fellowship is at 6:30 p.m.; meeting/program begins at 7 p.m. For 
details, visit www.Facebook.com/BayAreaQuiltGuild.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for more information, or 
drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Carmeliters – a nondenominational senior citizen social group that 
meets at 15500 El Camino Real in Clear Lake on the fi rst and third 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. for a time fi lled with fun, fellowship, lending 
library, coffee and bingo. The meetings are open to anyone age 50 or 
older and there are no dues. Day trips and extended trips are avail-
able. Deposits are being taken on a Canadian Rockies VIA Rail trip 
(July 20 – 27), Scandinavian Treasures Baltic cruise (Sept. 5 – 15)  
and a Nashville Show trip (Dec. 2 – 8). Plan ahead to join the trips. For 
details, call Marilyn at 713-947-2388.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for more informa-
tion.

11:30 a.m.
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets monthly, first and third 
Wednesday, Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena. December 
may be an exception. For information, call Monica Montoya at 281-
794-5531.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
TX HAIR FASHIONS - 
Chair/Station rental - $125 
or Commission 50 per-
cent with experience. For 
information call 281-741-
4334 or 832-885-9915 
cell 5-3

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 5-3
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, 

Suite 120, 281-481-0909. 
E-mail: sds@walkerlaw.
com TF

 GARAGE SALE
9814 FONVILLE DR. Fri 
& Sat, April 27 & 28, 9 
a.m. - 1 p.m. Children’s 
clothes, plus size clothes, 
electric hospital bed, lawn 
mower, highchair, stroller.  
 4-26
Zion Lutheran Church - 
Pasadena 5050 E. Sam 
Houston Pkwy. S. Sat,  
April 28, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Outside Garage Sale. 
Treasures Galore! Furni-
ture, clothes, toys, books, 
household items. Raising 
money for a ladies retreat 

REAL ESTATE

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?
Let us help you!

Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader's weekly 
HELP WANTED section!

11555 Beamer        281-481-5656

Visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com

in Waco. 4-26
MISCELLANEOUS

FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY: Three spac-
es, choice location Sec-
tion 206, lot 89, spaces 7, 
8, 9. Call 281-487-7932.  
 TF

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs. 
If you want to work in a dynamic 
and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd. in Pasadena or give us a 
call at (713) 575-1800

MW Exclusive Hair Salon
Hair Stations for Lease

$100 per Week
For More Information Call 713-910-0089

Stylists and Barbers Welcome

281-488-3362
Eco-Pest, Inc.

PEST

TM

ARRESTERS

Cheerful person needed to help pest 
control company with heavy phone & light 

computer. Tues.-Sat. 40 hrs.

CUSTOMER SERVICE REP ESTATE SALE
4804 West Orange St., Pearland  
Fri - Mon, April 27 -  30. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Two story home with large workshop. Full house. Something 
for everyone. Furniture, tools, collectibles, boat.

Full-Time Teller - Southeast Location
Experience a plus. Saturday hours req.

Submit Resume to:
HR@houstonfcu.org

Available Offi ce Space
Located in the Leader offi ce building
Suitably Located On Beltway 8 @ Beamer

281-481-5656 or 281-948-2714

REAL ESTATE
VILLA VERDE HOME 
FOR SALE. Beautiful 
4-bedroom, 2.5-bath, 
2-car garage. Amazing 
extra large backyard. 
Negotiable price. 281-
774-8606  5-10

SERVICES
GENERAL SERVICES: 
Pressure washing (hous-
es & driveways) $50 & 
up. Tree trimming $ 50 & 
up. Mulching, wood fenc-
es, painting interior/exte-
rior and sheetrock. Free 
Estimates. 832-406-0183  
 5-3

Advertise 

in the 

Leader!
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

Roofing • Interior / Exterior Painting

281-779-5053
blessingconstructions2009@yahoo.com

www.blessingconstructions.com
OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectric1111.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in the 
Leader!

LAWN & GARDEN

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

281-487-2234
ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 or 713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

Looking to 
improve 

your yard 
the easy    

way?
Call the

Leader 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
11555 Beamer
281-481-5656

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

Support Leader 
Advertisers!

Willie’s Concrete Works  

Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% 
Financing 

to Qualified 
Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H76 Dobie Grad

9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Winter
 Specials

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s ListCARPENTER

  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS
  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS

  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

298

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

• Business Forms • Business Cards • 
Custom Letterheads & Envelopes • 

Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes 
• Menus • Directories and much more!
11555 Beamer                    281-484-4337

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

So
ut

h B
elt

 Gr
ap

hic
s &

 P
rin

tin
g No Job No Job 

Too Small!Too Small!
Now printing 

small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

Our Classifieds will give you a wide selection 
of professional service people who advertise there. 
You can compare and choose from among them in 
the SERVICES columns and be ready for anything 

shocking ahead! 

The Classifieds – read them and use them; 
They’re there when you need them!

281-481-5656

FOR WHEN 

LIFE  BRINGS

YOU A SHOCK  

OR TWO!

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-
481-5656

STRODER SERVICES
PRESSURE WASHING
• Driveways
• Patios
• Sidewalks

• Commercial
• Parking lots
• Buildings

713-875-1066
Serving the South Belt

ASV General Contractors
(713) 545-6420

•  Engineering Analysis & Design  •  Sheetrock
•  Residential / Commercial Remodeling   

•  Carpenter  •  Driveway Concrete   
•  Kitchen Cabinets •  Foundation Design   

•  Ceramic Tile •  Foundation Repair  •  Painting

asv.generalcontractors@gmail.com
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Atkinson students joined their peers from each of Pasadena ISD’s ele-
mentary schools at the district’s annual Get Fit Jog at the Pasadena Ro-
deo Fairgrounds. In order to be eligible to participate in the districtwide 
competition, third- and fourth-grade students fi rst were required to log 
40 miles or more during campus Get Fit Jog sessions. At the fairgrounds, 
third-grade students competed on a course a little more than  a mile in dis-
tance, while fourth-graders challenged a 2.3-mile course. Those Atkinson 
students taking part included, left to right, (front row) Genesis Abon, Daisy 
Baez, Kaily Chavira, Aniyah Walker, (back row)  Jacob Sanchez, Andres 
Valdez, Serina Martinez and Sakura Carrasco.                 Submitted photos

At right, Atkinson El-
ementary third-grade 
student Serina Marti-
nez shows off her rib-
bon she claimed after 
placing 32nd overall 
in the Pasadena ISD’s 
annual Get Fit Jog at 
the Pasadena Rodeo 
Fairgrounds earlier 
this month. District 
offi cials presented 
ribbons to the top 35 
grade-class fi nishers in 
the event.  

At right, Andres Valdez, 
a fourth-grade student 
at Atkinson Elementa-
ry, displays the ribbon 
he was awarded for a 
26th-place fi nish at the 
Pasadena ISD’s annual 
Get Fit Jog. He and oth-
er students from each 
of the district’s elemen-
tary schools took part 
in the districtwide com-
petition after fi rst jog-
ging 40 or more miles 
during the school year 
at Atkinson. 

Eagles soar at PISD’s Get Fit Jog

Continued from Page 1B
of the inning. Moving 
ahead to the bottom of the 
10th inning, the Dolphins 
again took advantage of 
SJC miscues, walking 
off with the game-winner 
with one out.
 Freshman Michelle 
Kristoff was the tough-
luck losing pitcher for 
San Jacinto, going 9 1/3 
innings, walking four and 
striking out a pair. 
 Katlyn Rivera doubled 
for the locals, but other-
wise the team scattered 11 
singles in the game. Riley 
Bullen was 3 for 6, with 
Taylor McHenry and Ken-
zie Kotrla having a pair of 
hits.
 Despite walking eight 
batters over 10 frames, 
Alvin’s Nanushka Kellogg 
was the winning pitcher.
 San Jac came back in 

the nightcap to take a 7-3 
win as Bullen went 4 for 
4 with two runs batted in 
and a run scored. 
 Jeanette Hernandez 
was 2 for 4 with an RBI, 
and Denisse Gracia went 
four innings in the circle 
to get the win.
 On April 21, Galveston 
scored 6-3 and 11-1 wins 
to sweep a set. McHenry 
and Samantha Martinez 
homered for San Jacinto, 
but Kayla Kerr homered 
and doubled for Galves-
ton, which hung a loss on 
Kristoff.
 The second game of the 
day went just five innings 
as Galveston plated nine 
runs in the third inning 
to run away with things. 
Madelyn McDaniel had an 
RBI double for San Jacin-
to for the team’s lone run 
of the game.

San Jac softball team
nearing end of 2018

22-6A Varsity Baseball
(As of April 26)

 Teams  W  L
 La Porte 11 2
 Deer Park                11 2
 Dobie  9 4
 West Brook  9                   4
 Memorial  7   6   
 Rayburn  3                 10
 Pasadena  2                 11 
 S. Houston  0                 13

Dobie baseball advances 
Continued from Page 1B
 Of Dobie’s 21 wins 

this season, this one very 
well could have been the 

biggest yet. It came at a 
great time, considering the 
Longhorns’ disappoint-
ment from a 7-5 loss April 
20 at Deer Park.
 The Longhorns scored 
four runs in the top of the 
fi rst to lead early, and the 
locals were up 5-4 in the 
bottom of the sixth with 
one out before Deer Park 
rallied.
 Three straight one-out 
hits tied the game at 5-5, 
and Alex Olivo’s two-run 
single gave the Deer a 
7-5 lead. Daniel Ortega, 
Vasquez and Mercado all 
had two hits for the Long-
horns in the game. Blogg 
drove in two.

Continued from Page 1B
Colunga drove in Jasmine 
Benitez. Leslie Longoria, 
who was 3 for 5 with three 
runs driven in, tied the 
game with a two-run sin-
gle to center fi eld.
 Alana Ortega had an 
infi eld single in the Dobie 
fourth, and two errors and 
a single sacrifi ce fl y from 
Taylor Pleasants put Do-
bie up 6-4.
 An inning later, Longo-
ria increased Dobie’s lead 
to 7-4 as she plated Marti-
za Elizalde with a single.

 Mykayla Gutierrez 
doubled home Benitez for 
an 8-4 Dobie lead in the 
sixth. Memorial scored an 
unearned run in its half of 
the sixth as the lead was 
cut to 8-5, but back came 
Dobie.
 Ortega reached on an 
error, one of seven com-
mitted by Memorial, 
and Whaley’s RBI triple 
scored a run. Pleasants’ 
RBI groundout then fi n-
ished off the scoring.
 The junior Ortega went 
the distance in the circle 

for the Lady Longhorns, 
scattering six hits. She 
allowed no earned runs, 
with the Dobie defense 
making fi ve errors of its 
own. 
 Dobie’s 21 wins in a 
season are the team’s most 
since 2015, and the pro-
gram is looking to make 
it to the area playoff round 
or better for the fi rst time 
since 2012.
 A season ago, Memo-
rial defeated Dobie in a 
seeding game that ulti-
mately meant Dobie had 

to go against District 21-
6A champion Atascoci-
ta in the fi rst round. This 
time around, fourth-place 
Memorial gets to take on 
the Lady Eagles.
 But at this point, Dobie 
is focused on its business. 
A playoff win over North 
Shore would be just the 
fi rst step, but it’s the only 
step the Lady Longhorns 
are focused on right now.
 It’s already been a spe-
cial season for Dobie in 
many ways, and the mem-
ories can keep coming.

Lady Longhorns begin playoff journey
 In conjunction with 
the South Belt Youth Soc-
cer Club, Copa Alianza 
is bringing a youth clinic 
and soccer tournament se-
ries to El Franco Lee Park 
May 11 through May 13.
 The three-day event be-
gins with a coaching clinic 
Friday, May 11, from 5 to 
8 p.m.
 Then comes a two-
day series of age group 
tournaments at El Franco 
Lee Park. There is soc-
cer action planned for 
all age groups, including 
odd-year age group teams 
2001, 2003, 2005, 2007, 
2009 and 2011, while 

the even-year ago group 
squads will compete in 
5-on-5-tournaments.
 There are also options 
for youth boys’ players 
looking to see what the 
pro ranks entail, as well 
as information for those 
looking to play collegiate-
ly. Copa Alianza will also 
have a host of options 
available to female players 
in a variety of age groups.
 Registration options 
are available at www.
southbeltsoccer as well as 
www.launidadsoccer.com.
 For more information, 
call Javier Cuellar at 713-
829-0157. 

SBYSC, Copa Alianza
bring clinic, tourneys 

JFD doubles teams compete at regionals
 The spring tennis sea-
son came to an end for 
a pair of Dobie doubles 
teams at the Region III 
Championships April 19, 
at Deer Park High School, 
but not before both teams 
put up quite a battle on the 
court.
 The mixed doubles 
team of Dobie’s Leilani 
Vargas and “Big” Tommy 
Nguyen went up against 
Baytown Sterling’s Bryn 
Benoit and Jacob Nais-
er, with the Sterling dup 
emerging with a 7-5, 6-4 
win.
 In boys’ doubles, the 
Longhorns’ “Little” Tom-
my Nguyen and Adrian 
Tamez fell 6-2, 7-5 to Cy-
Falls’ Remy Comeaux and 
Juan Prieto.
 Dobie head coach Man-
uel Moreno, citing 7-5 sets 
in both matches, said his 
players had their chances. 
 “We just couldn’t win 
the big points when we 
needed to,” Moreno said. 
“In the mixed doubles, 
we had a 0-40 lead in the 
fourth game and let Ster-
ling back in for the win. 
The match sort of dictated 

itself that way the rest of the 
way.
 “In the boys’ doubles, 
we started off slow. May-
be nerves  got the best of 

Adrian and ‘Little” Tommy. 
We made Cy-Falls hit more 
shots in the second set, but 
they were talented. 
 Both matches we closer 

than they seemed, and we 
easily could have pushed 
it to a third and deciding 
set in either one of the 
matches.”

From left, Dobie’s District 22-6A mixed doubles and boys’ doubles championship 
teams of Leilani Vargas/“Big” Tommy Nguyen and “Little” Tommy Nguyen and Adri-
an Tamez celebrated their wins with gold medals before dropping fi rst-round matches 
at regionals.


