
Easter egg hunt at KSCC
 Kirkwood South Christian Church, 10811 
Kirkfair,  will hold its annual Easter egg hunt 
for ages 1 to 10 years on Saturday, April 7, from 
10 a.m. until noon. There will be crafts, the egg 
hunt and refreshments. All are welcome.

County to hold egg hunt
  The annual Harris County Easter egg hunt 
will take place Saturday, March 31, at El 
Franco Lee Park from 1 to 3 p.m.
 Hosted by Harris County Precinct 1 Com-
missioner El Franco Lee, Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 Constable Gary Freeman and Harris 
County Justice of the Peace Jo Ann Delgado, 
the event will feature complimentary soft 
drinks, hot dogs and snow cones while sup-
plies last. Organizers remind children to bring 
their Easter baskets. Food donations will be 
provided by the H-E-B at 9828 Blackhawk.
 For more information, call 281-464-9708.

Scholarships available
 Stuchbery Elementary PTO will offer 
scholarships to graduating seniors at Dobie 
High School who attended Stuchbery for third 
and fourth grades.  Applications are available 
in the Dobie senior counselor’s office and 
must be returned by Friday, March 30, 2012.

Frazier to walk for autism
 Frazier Elementary will hold its second au-
tism awareness walk Monday, April 2, at 8:30 
a.m. around the campus  perimeter. Parents 
and community members are invited to walk. 
Participants are asked to wear a blue shirt to 
show support for this cause.

Knights celebrate Lent
 The Knights of Columbus Council 9201 
will sell fi sh dinners at St. Luke the Evangelist 
Catholic Church on Friday, March 30. One-
piece dinners will sell for $9, and two-piece 
dinners for $12, dine in or take out from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the St. Luke’s parish hall. Money raised 
is used for scholarships and other local com-
munity charitable projects. All are welcome. 
For more information, call 832-444-4958.

 Library needs books
 Friends of Parker Williams Harris County 
Library group is accepting donations and is in 
need of smaller paperbacks, non-fiction, cur-
rent fiction, children’s books, current maga-
zines and DVDs. Donations are accepted dur-
ing library hours at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.

Military sock drive set
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas’ Court 
Mother of Unity will sponsor a Mother’s Day 
Military Sock and Wipe Drive to send items to 
men and women serving overseas. Socks must 
be tube socks that pull up over the calf in white, 
black or khaki colors. Individually wrapped 
wipes are requested. The deadline is Mother’s 
Day, May 13. Items may be dropped off at 
St. Luke’s church office, 11011 Hall Road or 
placed in designated boxes in the church en-
trance.

SJC cheer, mascot tryout set
 San Jac College will hold cheerleading and 
mascot tryouts on April 19 and April 23 from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Anders Gymnasium on the 
Central campus, 8060 Spencer Highway.
 In preparation for tryouts, applicants may 
attend clinics scheduled from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. on April 2 and April 9 at the same loca-
tion. Tryouts are open to both men and women 
who are at least high school seniors.
 Partial tuition and book scholarships are 
available to those selected for the cheerleading 
team. Uniforms for the year are provided, and 
cheerleaders receive a one-hour PHED credit 
for the class. For more information, visit 
www.sanjacsports.com or contact coach Levis 
Francis at 281-476-1501, ext. 1426.

Thompson gives shots
 On Monday, April 23, there will be an 
immunization van at Thompson Intermediate 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Immunizations will be 
offered for a total of $3 for one or more immu-
nizations. Parents will need to bring a shot 
record along with their student. This is a good 
opportunity to get the three required vaccines 
needed to enter the seventh grade or the men-
ingitis shot for students who will be entering 
college next year. For more information, call 
Thompson at 713-740-0510.

South Belt seeks vendors
 South Belt Elementary is currently seeking 
vendors for its Spring Fling planned for 
Saturday, May 12. Vendor space is available 
for $50 per booth. For information, contact 
Yvonne at yvonnemoorer@hotmail.com.

Dual language meeting set
 Laura Bush Elementary will hold two infor-
mational meetings for parents of kindergarten-
age students who are interested in the dual 
language program for the 2012-2013 school 
year. The meetings will be on Tuesday, April 
3, at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. at the school located 
at 9100 Blackhawk.
 For more information, call the school at 
713-740-0928
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Voice of Community-Minded People since 1976

Golenko wins  national Sondheim award
  Inside of a minute last week, Richard Golen-
ko committed two basic teaching sins. He was 
wrong. And he was speechless.
 Golenko, one of the Pasadena Independent 
School District’s most acclaimed teachers dur-
ing his 35 years at Dobie High School, heard the 
phone ring and glanced at the caller ID. It read 
“Kennedy Center.” He looked at his wife, Jane, 
and said out loud, “This must be the call where 
they let you down gently.”
 He was wrong.
 The call on Wednesday, March 21, was to in-
form Golenko that he had been selected one of 
10 national winners of the prestigious Stephen 
Sondheim Inspirational Teacher Award presented 
annually by the Kennedy Center in Washington.
 “I was pretty excited,” Golenko said. “Gosh, I 
was speechless.”
 Rarely has Golenko been able to claim that 
condition.
  Now retired, Golenko endeared himself to 
two generations of Dobie students, as a sociolo-
gy teacher, as a Latin instructor and as the coach 
of the Longhorn Academic Decathlon team.
 Under Golenko’s direction, the school won 18 
state Latin titles (15 of which were consecutive), 
four state Academic Decathlon titles and two 
national Academic Decathlon titles. He was also 
named PISD educator of the year and the South 

Belt-El l ington 
Chamber of 
Commerce Citi-
zen of the Year.  
 One of his 
former students 
– Darleen Tot-
ten, a member of 
the Dobie Class 
of 1973 – nomi-
nated Golenko 
for the Kennedy 
Center award, the 
winners of which 
were announced 
on Thursday, March 22, the birthday of Stephen 
Sondheim, the renowned American composer 
and lyricist.
 Each of the 10 winners will receive a $10,000 
award.
 “Darleen was one of my sociology students, 
and we became Facebook friends a couple of 
years ago,” Golenko said. “She told me last 
October she was going to nominate me. I said, 
‘That’s very nice and thank you.’ I sort of very 
generally looked up the award – and then I forgot 
about it. I literally forgot about it.”
 Not Darleen Totten.
 The drama teacher at Alice High School in 

South Texas for the past 22 years, Totten had 
been marking off the days until the Kennedy 
Center announcement. She saw the news on the 
Kennedy Center website during her fi fth period 
class on Thursday.
 “I screamed!” she said. “Then I started cry-
ing. My students asked me what’s going on. I 
showed them the story, they read it, and I cried 
some more. I was still crying when sixth period 
walked in.”
 Totten said she has been telling students about 
Richard Golenko since she started teaching. Go-

lenko – along with another Dobie teacher, the 
late Richard Clarke – helped pull her out of the 
greatest crisis period of her life, she said.
 While she was in high school, Totten said, her 
father died of a heart attack. She ended up alone 
in an apartment, not sure if she would even grad-
uate.
 “I thought no one cared about me or loved 
me,” she said. “But Mr. Golenko did. He would 
ask me to grade papers for him. That sounds so 
stupid now, but on those mornings when I would 

Continued on Page 5A

  The San Jacinto College South Campus Green 
Team will hold an electronics recycling day on 
Saturday, March 31.
 Partnering with 5R (Recycle, Reuse, Reclaim, 
Re-engineer and Reduce) Processors, a Wis-
consin-based business that has been recycling 
electronics since 1988, the South Campus Green 
Team is continuing its efforts to promote envi-
ronmental responsibility throughout the college 
and surrounding communities.
 “San Jacinto College actively recycles plas-
tic bottles, aluminum cans and paper on all of 
its campuses,” said Brian Piana, South campus 
art professor and Green Team committee chair. 
“While most people are quite familiar with re-
cycling cans, bottles, and paper, they may not 
think about recycling less-traditional items. Just 
as you can recycle cans, bottles and paper, elec-
tronics can be recycled for their parts, which can 
be re-used and turned into something new, all the 
while reducing e-waste and its impact on the en-
vironment.”    

 Community members and businesses are in-
vited to drop off any old or unused electronics, 
which will help keep these devices out of land-
fi lls. Items that will be accepted include moni-
tors, CPUs, keyboards, laptops, printers, fax 
machines, MP3 players, TVs, cell phones, ste-
reo equipment, game consoles, microwaves, and 
more. Secure, certifi ed data cleansing of hard 
drives will also be available by 5R Processors 
for $10 per unit.
 The electronics recycling day event will be 
held Saturday, March 31, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the South campus academic wing parking lot. 
The event is free and open to the public and area 
businesses. The SJC South campus is located at 
13735 Beamer Road in Houston. For directions 
to the campus, visit www.sanjac.edu, and click 
on the locations link at the top of the page.
 For more information and a com-
plete list of electronic items accepted, visit 
www.5Rprocessors.com, call 713-322-4480 or 
e-mail SJCsouthgreen@gmail.com.

SJC recycles electronics March 31

  The Dobie Longhorn Band will host a car 
show Saturday, March 31, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the school’s parking lot, 10220 Blackhawk.
 Registration will be from 8 to 11:30 a.m. Tro-
phies will be awarded to 57 entries.

 Entry is $25. The fi rst 50 entrants will receive 
a goodie bag and T-shirt. Vendor spaces are avail-
able for $25.
 For more information, contact Lori Perez at 
LP.Loriperez@gmail.com.

Dobie band to host car show

  The Pasadena Independent School District has 
been chosen as a pilot site for the Online Learn-
ing for Dropout Recovery Grant. The grant gives 
an opportunity for a limited number of students 
who have dropped out of high school to return 
and earn their actual diplomas. 
 The program being offered by PISD offers 
online coursework, fl exible attendance hours, 
face-to-face learning and the once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to change the mistakes of the past.
 In order to qualify, applicants must:

 • previously have dropped out of a PISD high 
school.
 • reside in the PISD attendance zone.
 • be at least 18 years of age.
 • have at least 16 credits toward graduation.
 • be determined to work toward this goal.
 These are non-negotiable components of the 
program, for which exceptions cannot be made.
 For more information or to schedule an enroll-
ment interview, contact Jennifer Berry at 713-
740-0303 or jberry@pasadenaisd.org.

PISD awarded grant to allow 
dropouts to receive diplomas

Adams meets with 55 leaders

Houston District D City Councilmember Wanda Adams (third from right) attended a func-
tion Thursday, March 22, to meet with 55 community leaders to discuss issues and concerns 
affecting the area. Shown with Adams are, left to right, Glen Williams, Sagemeadow 
Municipal Utility District; Cecelia Ganje, Clear Brook City MUD; Terry Criswell, Wood 
Meadow subdivision; David Matthews, aide to county Commissioner El Franco Lee; Rudy 
Alafa, Highland Meadow subdivision; and Michelle Paul, Blackhawk subdivision. See 
related photo and story on Page 6A.                                            Photo by Marie Flickinger

Richard Golenko

 Newly elected offi cers for the Kirkwood 
South homeowners board of directors were an-
nounced from the annual homeowners meeting 
held March 22.  The following were elected:  
Estella Valdez-Davis, Renee Edens, Jim McDon-
ald, Mark Martinez and Dale Cobb.
 The next meeting will be held May 24 at 7:30 
p.m. at Judge Jo Ann Delgado’s Harris County 
courtroom, 10851 Scarsdale.  
 KWS homeowners are urged to attend the 
meetings. The board urges homeowners voice 
opinions and concerns for resolution. KWS has 
a board which follows the original subdivision 

documents as a fi rm guideline to keep KWS in 
accordance with the developer’s original intent.  
 The management company is canvassing KWS 
for deed restriction violations from landscape 
grooming to exterior painting which has not been 
approved. Any home exterior change or repairs 
must be approved by the architectural committee 
prior to the project. Failure may result in redoing 
one’s home to meet guidelines or legal action.  
 New homeowners should contact Haywood 
Management at 281-464-8080 or admin@hay 
woodmgt.com to request copies of the necessary 
documents required by each property owner.

KWS Committee holds election

Parlangeli 
honored 
 Jeanne Parlangeli, a prized member of Dobie 
High School’s science department for the past 25 
years, has been named the 2012 Science Teacher 
of the Year by Laying the Foundation, a Dallas-
based national nonprofit group that promotes 
quality teacher training. 
 Parlangeli, who teaches AP and Pre-AP 
Physics, will be honored at a ceremony on May 
5 in Dallas. Laying the Foundation launched its 
national teacher of the year program last fall. 
 Earlier this month, the organization released a 
case study highlighting the impact of the LTF 
Training Program in the AP and Pre-AP pro-
grams in Pasadena Independent School District 
schools. Jeanne Parlangeli

SBHLL
Challenger

Division
under way

 The Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League 2012 season offi -
cially kicked off Saturday, 
March 24, with a parade at El 
Franco Lee Park. New this 
season is the league’s 
Challenger Division. Made 
possible in part due to a $1,000 
donation from the South Belt-
Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce, the Challenger 
program allows youths with 
physical or developmental dis-
abilities a chance to play the 
game in a safe environment. 
The SBHLL Challenger 
Division is composed of 17 
players, ranging in age from 4 
to 14 years old. Challenger 
player Jorge Torres is shown 
to the right with Chrystal 
Sulak, who heads the local 
division. Sulak said Torres 
was her inspiration for start-
ing the program. For addi-
tional photos of the parade, 
visit www.southbeltleader.
com.

Turn lane construction begins

Construction began this past week on the left-turn lane to enter the City of Houston’s new 
Sagemont Community Center, located on Hughes Road near Beltway 8.  The facility will be 
11,526 square feet in size and feature a multipurpose gymnasium, arts and crafts facilities, 
classrooms, offi ces, restrooms and storage space.  Construction is expected to be complete 
by May and cost roughly $2.4 million.                                         Photo by Marie Flickinger
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Deaths

Jennische applaudes 
HPD officer Barrett
 Sometimes “thank you” just isn’t 
enough and is such the case for many of 
our local police officers. But I feel it only 
fair to this community that I write in to 
make everyone aware of my experience 
with one of our local officers – in this case, 
Houston Police Officer Mike Barrett.
 Officer Barrett has spent the last few 
weeks assisting the College Place HOA 
with a much needed traffic problem that 
has plagued our community for years. 
This wasn’t as simple as Officer Barrett 
parking his patrol unit and issuing cita-
tions, which would have satisfied our 
residents, it was the personal time and 
extra effort he put into this request. It was 
his professionalism, which was above 
and beyond what would have been satis-
factory to this community, that has me 
grateful to Officer Barrett.  
 Officer Barrett was never required to 
update our HOA, yet he did so going as 
far as giving us his personal cell number 
& even conducting reports on his per-
sonal time off almost daily - and more too 
long to list. It was Officer Barrett’s sincere 
personal care, consideration & assis-
tance, a genuine concern for our resi-
dents, that left me proud knowing such a 
police officer patrols my community. A 
community where I raise my children.
 Our local police officers work a thank-
less job. Most all leave families at home 
worried and not knowing every day if 
their husband, Daddy or son will come 
home alive after their next shift – in order 
to protect our’s. I am one of the lucky 
ones. My father retired after 40 years 
with the Houston Police Department, 
alive and well to play with his grandchil-
dren, but many are not so lucky. 
 Do yourself a favor and say “thank 
you” to a police officer when ever you 
can, because Officer Barrett is not the 
exception, he is the rule of true law 
enforcement in our community.  

Thomas Jennische Jr.
College Place HOA President

Conrad commentary
on challenging times

In what seemed like one of the most 
challenging times in recent history, the 
Great Recession left many companies 
adjusting to new business road blocks. 
Companies had to adapt and innovate – 
and do more with less – in order to be 
successful. And with a shortage of talent, 
employers were confronted by one of the 
top threats facing businesses today: the 
inability to innovate. According to an 
Aberdeen Group Study, 83 percent of 
companies surveyed said the No. 1 pres-
sure felt in 2011 was having a shortage 
of talent.
 Without your top talent, how can you 
respond to changing business needs 
without the innovative thinking and stra-
tegic planning it takes to ensure your 
company’s longevity? One of the most 
apparent causes of this threat is turn-
over. Retaining top talent can be hin-
dered by the lack of employee incentive 
plans and benefits, competitors stalking 
your top talent and an over-worked core 
staff. It takes an average company 67 
days to fill a high-skilled position. By the 
time you hire a candidate you could be 
losing another, creating a revolving door 
of turnover. And with a constant flow of 
employees, how can you rely on your 
staff to be innovative?
 Implementing employee incentive 
plans is vital to employee retention. One 
thing every business leader needs to 
know is top talent will always have other 
opportunities. With today’s employment 
trends, workers are less loyal to particu-
lar companies. According to an Ouch 
Point survey from Opinion Research, 80 
percent of currently employed respon-
dents would consider leaving their cur-
rent job if presented with other opportu-

nities. In fact, 25 percent of those respon-
dents said they have plans to leave their 
present employer once the job market 
stabilizes. The age bracket most likely to 
switch jobs is between ages 18 and 34. 
During the Great Recession, most com-
panies were lucky to even keep employ-
ees on payroll. The first thing cut was 
incentive plans and benefits. According 
to a recent Gallup Poll, 22 percent of 
workers leave a job because of pay and 
benefits alone. And with other compa-
nies offering more competitive incen-
tives, it will become even more difficult to 
retain the cream of the crop.
 Another aspect that is hindering reten-
tion is the fact other companies are pur-
suing your top talent.  According to a 
Jobvite survey, 95 percent of companies 
plan to recruit through social media, and 
even more alarming, 66 percent of com-
panies plan to recruit from competition. 
Cyber prowlers – recruiters headhunting 
through social networking sites – have 
changed the way companies obtain tal-
ent. Individuals not looking for employ-
ment are the number one target for cyber 
prowlers. They are well versed in the 
particular industry and bring other work-
force knowledge to the table. Recruiting 
passive individuals is the primary strate-
gy for contending against competition. 
According to Forbes, 74 percent of work-
ers would consider leaving their employ-
er if approached with another offer. Not 
only is your competition watching your 
corporate actions on social networks, 
they are also stalking your talent.
 The final issue companies are facing 
with retention is an overworked staff. To 
combat the economic woes companies 
faced at the end of the past decade, 
employers were forced to lay off a large 
percentage of workers, leaving the re-
maining staff members with an increased 
workload. According to a Hiring Trends 
survey by Express Employment Profes-
sionals, 68 percent of business leaders 
reported higher workloads since the 
recession. To crawl out of such a crisis, 
there were certain necessary sacrifices 
employers and employees had to make. 
Now that the economy is improving, 
employees have newfound skills and 
experience other companies will be 
recruiting for.
 According to a Deloitte survey, 59 per-
cent of your workforce feel more is 
demanded from them. Without a proper 
balance of work and free time, employ-
ees are inclined to seek further opportu-
nities elsewhere.  
 With the new economy comes a new 
game plan. Companies that are staying 
relevant see the importance of innova-
tion. But more to the point, companies 
understand true innovative value is found 
in their employees. Jac Fitzenz, author of 
ROI of Human Capital explained it by 
saying “…people are the only element 
with inherent power to generate value…
all other variables offer nothing but inert 
potential.” The revolving door epidemic of 
turnover leaves employees out of the 
loop and unable to lead your business to 
new heights. Your company has an unlim-
ited potential for success, but the con-
nection between potential and actualiza-
tion is found in your top talent. Not focus-
ing on retention will only leave your 
company with an inability to innovate.  
  Mark Conrad

SeAM sends thanks
to the Leader
 Our sincerest thanks for the article 
about SeAM last week. We appreciate all 
the Leader has done for us through the 
years. Just one update. Last year, 2011, 
SeAM surpassed  its goal of distributing 
150,000 pounds of food and personal 
items with 151,101 pounds. Thanks to all 
the people in our community, particularly 
our Covenant Churches, whose gener-
osity made this possible. Daer Platt
  Director of Operations 

 Readers’ Opinions

Kenneth “Tiny” 
Burchfi eld

 Kenneth “Tiny” Burch-
fi eld, 58, died on Saturday, 
Feb. 25, 2012. He was a  
South Belt resident.
 Burchfi eld was preceded 
in death by his parents, Helen 
and Elmo Agostini, and niece 
Brandi Epps.
 He is survived by his son, 
TJ; wife Maria Burchfi eld; 
grandchildren: Dylan, Teresa 
and Gavin; daughter Krissy 

Dominga 
Cisneros

 Dominga Cisneros, 73, 
died on Tuesday, March 20, 
2012, in Jones County. She 
was born on Aug. 4, 1938, in 
Cameron, Texas. She married 
Eugene Cisneros on Sept. 18, 
1958.
 Cisneros is survived by her 
husband, Eugene; two sons, 

Breakfast, egg hunt set at FUMC
 First United Methodist Church Pearland, 2314 N. Grand Blvd., will hold its 
annual Sonrise Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 31. Tickets may 
be purchased at the church office or before worship services on Sunday prior to the 
event. Children under 12 are $4, and adults 12 and over are $5.
 Breakfast will begin at 8:30 a.m. and will be followed by pictures with the Easter 
Bunny and an egg hunt. For more information, call the church office at 281-485-
1466.

Family Outreach offers help for parents
 Family Outreach Clear Lake/Bay Area will offer a four-week series on Parenting 
the Strong Willed Child. beginning Wednesday, April 4, from 7 to 9 p.m. and will 
meet every Wednesday evening through April.
 The class will explore the ups and downs of parenting a strong-willed child and 
will help parents focus on effective ways of responding to and dealing with their 
spirited child.
 The class meets in Conference Room D at the United Way Building, 1300-A Bay 
Area Blvd. (at Bay Area and Saturn). Cost is $30 per individual or $50 per couple. 
For more information or to register, contact the Family Outreach at 281-486-8827.

Seniors set pilgrimage trip
 New Generation Seniors are planning a pilgrimage to the Shrine of the Blessed 
Sacrament in Hanceville, Ala., and to the Eternal Word Television in Irondale, Ala. 
The group leaves May 21 and returns May 25. For information, call Anita Serrano 
at 713-204-9321.

Parker Williams Library sets events
 The following events are set for the Parker Williams Library, March 29 through 
April 4.
 AARP will provide free income tax preparation on Fridays and Mondays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bring all necessary documents.
 Preschool storytime is at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, and toddler storytime is at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday.

Tax help at Pasadena Public Library
 AARP TAX-AIDE offers free tax help at the Pasadena Public Library, 1201 Jeff 
Ginn Memorial Drive, on Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Fridays from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
 Taxpayers should bring proper documents and a photo ID. For more information, 
call 713-477-0276 (ask for reference desk).

Melillo holds spring carnival
 Melillo Middle School will hold its fourth annual spring carnival on Friday, April 
13, from 6 to 8 p.m.
 Attractions will include a rock wall, bungee run, dunking booth, concessions, 
various booths including hairspray painting, face painting, cake walk, silent auction 
and more. Tickets are available through April 10, as well as at the event.

 Thousands of students 
successfully accelerated to 
excellence in Dallas at the 
Business Professionals of 
America (BPA) 2012 State 
Leadership Conference in 
early March.
 The J. Frank Dobie BPA 
chapter, which is sponsored 
by Dana Tarter and Judith 
Glasco, had three senior 
national qualifiers for the 
conference.
 Juan Ayala, son of Luis 

Students qualify for nationals

Dobie BPA students, left to right, Juan Ayala, Carol Tran and, for the sec-
ond year in a row, Robert Vo will attend the National Leadership Conference 
in Chicago in late April.

and Rubia Ayala, qualified 
in the Advanced Spreadsheet 
contest.
 Carol Tran, daughter of 
Thang and Dao Tran, quali-
fied in Fundamentals of 
Web Design.
 For the second year in a 
row, Robert Vo, son of 
Cuong Vo and Kiev Tran, 
qualified in the Visual Basic 
Programming contest.
 The National Leadership 
Conference in Chicago, 

scheduled for April 25-29, 
will allow these three Dobie 
students to join more than 
5,000 other conference del-
egates from across the 
nation to reach new heights. 
The whirlwind of contests, 
sessions, elections and 
workshops at the conference 
will give the students an 
opportunity to excel in dif-
ferent areas of business, as 
well as experience the city 
of Chicago. 

 Rep. Pete Olson, R-Sugar 
Land, recently voted to 
repeal a controversial provi-
sion in the president’s health 
care law.
 The law created the Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory 
Board (IPAB), a panel of 15 
unelected government bur-
eaucrats tasked with reduc-
ing Medicare costs through 
arbitrary cuts to providers 
– resulting in de facto 
rationing of care for seniors. 
Under the law, the board’s 
decisions cannot be chal-
lenged in the courts – unlike 
other agency rules – and 
carry the full force of the 
law. The bill also includes 
medical malpractice liabili-
ty reform similar to what 
was implemented in Texas, 
which will help lower health 
care costs.
 “IPAB is essentially a 
Medicare rationing com-
mittee whose members have 
no accountability to the 
Amer-ican people,” Olson 
said.
 “Even Congress and the 
Supreme Court cannot chal-
lenge IPAB decisions under 
Obamacare. This board 
threatens seniors’ access to 
care by cutting Medicare 
physician reimbursements, 
causing doctors to drop out 
of the program. IPAB’s 
operating budget raids 

Olson votes to give seniors 
control of their Medicare

Medicare trust funds, mean-
ing that member salaries are 
paid by the very people 
whose benefits they are cut-
ting. Doctors and their 
patients should determine 
the level of care – not 
bureaucrats – that’s why I 
voted to repeal IPAB.

“IPAB takes power from 
the people and allows 
bureaucrats to get between 
patients and their doctors. 
Seniors don’t need that. Our 
current system is unsustain-
able and House Republicans 
have a long-term plan that 
preserves benefits for 

today’s seniors and strength-
ens Medicare for future 
beneficiaries. The choice is 
clear – Republicans’ vision 
for the future of Medicare is 
empowering patients; 
President Obama’s plan is 
empowering bureaucrats,” 
Olson concluded.
 This vote is the 26th time 
the House has voted to 
repeal or defund the provi-
sion since Republicans took 
the majority in 2011. H.R. 
5, the Protecting Access to 
Health-care (PATH) Act 
passed the House by a vote 
223-181-4.

 Two years ago, against the tide of 
public opinion, the Democrat-con-
trolled Congress passed President 
Obama’s health care legislation – the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (PPACA). Since then, Americans’ 
doubts have been confi rmed. In fact, 
opposition to the new law has grown. 
A recent Gallup poll reveals that two-
thirds of Americans either support get-
ting rid of the controversial individual 
insurance mandate that is the core of 
the PPACA, or favor repealing the en-
tire law. 
 Growing misgivings about the Presi-
dent’s health care law are easy to un-
derstand. Even with nearly two more 
years before the health care law is fully 
implemented, the signifi cant damage it 
has already done to Americans’ health 
care and economic security is undeni-
able: 
 (1) Americans are in danger of los-
ing their current health care coverage. 
In just two short years the president’s 
assurance that “if you like your health 
care plan, you will be able to keep your 
health care plan” is one of many bro-
ken promises. A McKinsey & Co. study 
from June of last year found that be-
tween 30 to 50 percent of employers 
will stop offering health insurance to 
their employees once the health law is 
fully implemented in 2014. The former 
Congressional Budget Offi ce (CBO) 
Director Douglas Holtz Eakin warns 
that the law “provides strong incentives 
for employers to drop employer spon-
sored health insurance for as many as 
35 million Americans.” So where will 
those millions of people then get in-
surance: from government-run plans, 
subsidized by the American taxpayer – 
resulting in lower quality care and more 
defi cit spending. 
 (2) Economic recovery and job 
creation are suffering. According to a 
recent Gallup poll, 48 percent of small 
businesses say they aren’t hiring be-

cause of the current and anticipated 
costs of the health care law. Small 
businesses create the majority of all 
new jobs in this country, so this is bleak 
news for small companies and for the 
nearly 13 million unemployed Ameri-
cans. The CBO reports that 800,000 
jobs will be lost after the law kicks in 
fully in 2014.   
 (3) Taxpayers’ costs are skyrock-
eng. In September of 2009, President 
Obama told Congress that his health 
care law would cost “about $940 bil-
lion” over the next 10 years – on top 
of our already enormous national debt. 
CBO’s latest cost projection, however, 
estimates costs at $1.76 trillion over 
the next decade – double the presi-
dent’s prediction. And Sen. Jeff Ses-
sions, ranking Republican on the Sen-
ate Budget Committee, predicts that in 
2014, when the law is fully implement-
ed, “The fi rst 10 years, it will cost three 
times that much – $2.6 trillion.”
  (4) Health care costs are rising 
even faster. For American families al-
ready struggling with stagnant wages 
and higher costs for gasoline and other 
necessities, higher health insurance 
costs threaten to make adequate cov-
erage unaffordable. President Obama 
promised his health care plan would 
reduce family health-insurance premi-
ums by $2,500 annually by 2012. But 
CBO calculates that the health care law 
is already increasing average family 
health insurance premiums by $2,100 
per year. 
  The U.S. Supreme Court will soon 
hear oral arguments in a lawsuit 
brought by a number of states to over-
turn the health care law on constitu-
tional grounds (for which I and 42 other 
senators have fi led a legal brief in sup-
port). The Supreme Court is expected 
to hand down its decision later this 
year. This decision will have a major 
impact on our economy and our health 
care.

The Undeniable Damage
 of Obama’s Health Care Law

By Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison

 The District 24-5A UIL 
Academic Meet was held 
the weekend of March 23 
through 24 and ended with 
great accolades for the Clear 
Brook High School Speech 
and Debate Team.
 Placing first in Lincoln 
Douglas debate was Adriel 
Rivera, who was joined with 
an additional first-place fin-

Brook places fi rst at UIL meet

Clear Brook Speech and Debate team members, left to right, Hunter 
Bodiford, Rishi Suresh and Adriel Rivera, display medals won at the UIL 
Academic meet held recently.

ish in informative speaking 
by fellow team member 
Rishi Suresh.
 Hunter Bodiford joined 
the ranks of regional quali-
fiers by placing second in 
informative speaking.
 Comprising wins for the 
oral interpretation side of 
the competition were Shan-
non Barry and Kayleigh 

Crockford, who placed sec-
ond and third in prose inter-
pretation and poetry inter-
pretation, respectively.
 With these combined 
wins, the Brook Speech and 
Debate team placed first 
overall. These students will 
attend the annual Regional 
UIL meet at Seven Lakes 
High School in April.

Pfc. Cherry graduates

Pfc. Stephanie Cherry, a 2011 graduate of J. Frank Dobie High School, visits 
with family at boot camp graduation from the Texas Air National Guard. 
Cherry is currently attending AIT training in Fort Lee, Va. Afterward, she 
will return to Houston and resume her studies at San Jacinto College South. 
Pictured are, left to right, brother David Cherry, mother Marbe Duran, Pfc. 
Cherry, brother Michael Cherry and stepdad Gil Duran. Photo submitted

 South East Express Net-
work of the American Busi-
ness Women’s Association 
will meet Thursday, April 
12, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Golden Corral  
(private meeting room) at 
9115 Broadway (Highway 
518) in Pearland.
 The group will present 
Ellen Caldwell-Ng, Dres-
sing in Fashion for its April 
lunch program. She will 
show how to know one’s 
body type and the clothes 
and accessories that work 
best for each body style. 
The $20 fee will cover the 
meal and meeting fee. 

Business women through-

out the community are in-
vited to attend.
 For reservations, contact 
Kim Kankel at 281-726-
3260 or email Kim_Kankel 
@yahoo.com.
 For more information, 
visit www.seen-abwa.org.

SEEN-ABWA meets April 12

and husband Scott Childress; 
siblings: sister Maurita Lang-
ley, sister Toni and husband 
Bill Graham, sister Tomi and 
husband Johnny Johnson, 
brother Pepi and wife Rox-
anne Agostini; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.
 A celebration of the life 
of Kenneth “Tiny” Burch-
fi eld will be held Saturday, 
March 31, 2012, at 3 p.m. at 
Pepi and Roxanne’s home, 
9925 Easthaven Blvd. Fam-
ily and friends are invited to 
attend and share stories about 
Burchfi eld. For further infor-
mation, call 361-429-9737.

Gene and Sam Cisneros; one 
daughter, Dalia Cisneros; 
fi ve grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren.
 She worked for Sam’s 
Club on Fuqua for 19 years 
and retired in 2003. She and 
her husband later moved to 
Anson, Texas.
 The funeral service was 
held at Adams Graham Fu-
neral Home Chapel in An-
son, Texas, on March 23, 
2012. She was laid to rest at 
SouthPark Cemetery in Pear-
land on March 24, 2012.

 U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas, recently spoke on 
the Senate floor responding 
to reports that the president is 
personally lobbying Democrat 
senators to vote against an 
amendment that would 
approve the Keystone pipe-
line’s construction:
 “Today we learned that 
President Obama has been 
busy calling senators on the 
other side of the aisle and 
asking them to vote against 
an amendment being offered 

Sen. Cornyn: President 
lobbying against jobs

by Senator Hoeven of North 
Dakota that would allow the 
Keystone XL pipeline project 
to move forward.
 “The president spent time 
on the phone calling senators 
saying, ‘vote against the Key-
stone XL pipeline amend-
ment offered by Sen. Hoe-
ven.’
 “The president has previ-
ously said there’s not a single 
morning he wakes up when 
he does not think about creat-
ing jobs, but apparently he 

woke up today thinking about 
how to lobby against jobs.”

–––
 Cornyn serves on the 
Finance, Judiciary, Armed 
Services and Budget commit-
tees. He serves as the top 
Republican on the Judiciary 
Committee’s Immigration, 
Refugees and Border Security 
subcommittee. He served pre-
viously as Texas Attorney 
General, Texas Supreme 
Court Justice, and Bexar 
County District Judge.
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 San Jacinto College Cen-
tral’s department of theater 
and film will step back in 
time to repeat its very first 
theatrical performance as part 
of the college’s ongoing 50th 
anniversary celebration.
 SJC opened its doors in 
September 1961, and the first 
show, Three Aspects of Humor, 
was staged in February 1962. 
The public is invited to join a 
large company of current cast 
and crewmembers as they 
revive Three Aspects of Hu- 
mor, which consists of three 
one-act comedies – The Bald 
Soprano, The Rainmaker, and 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
 The Bald Soprano satiri-
cally deals with the difficulty 
people have communicating 
with one another – the mun-
dane conversation, the uncom-
fortable silences while grop-
ing for something to talk 
about, and the meaningless 
chatter just for the sake of 
something to say. One review-
er stated, “If you look closely 
and listen carefully, you may 
become aware that some of 
the same scenes and sounds 
have been previously enacted 
in your own living room.”
 The Rainmaker, set in 
western America, is billed as 
the typical American roman-
tic comedy, featuring a little 
sentiment, a generous portion 
of laughter and a sprinkling 
of tears. The show deals with 
the Curry family’s struggles 
to survive a drought. The 
drought isn’t their only prob-
lem. Lizzie Curry is 27 and 
doesn’t have a man and seem-
ingly has little hope of catch-
ing one. Then, through the 
dust and desolation, comes a 
stranger – Starbuck, a smooth-
talking man full of promises 
and dreams.
 William Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream 
has been making people laugh 
for more than 350 years. 
Lysander and Demetrius both 
love Hermia. She loves Ly- 
sander, but her father has said 
she must marry Demetrius. 
And then there is Helena. She 
loves Demetrius, but he does 
not return this love. Hermia 
and Lysander decide to escape 
to the woods, and Demetrius 
and Helena follow. The woods 
are haunted by fairies, and 

College to repeat its fi rst theatrical show 
as part of 50th anniversary celebration

they create a merry mix-up 
when they begin anointing 
the lovers with a potion that 
causes one to fall in love with 
the first person he encounters. 
Finally, the fairies remove the 
enchantment with another 
potion and all ends well.
 “Theatre San Jacinto has 
come a long way from the 
days of Jerry Powell and a 
few students meeting in a 
renovated shoe store,” com-
mented Dr. Jerry Ivins, the 
program’s artistic director. 
“Many actors and technicians 
have walked across the boards 
through the years. This will 
be a historic tribute to Mr. 
Powell, Terry Ogden, Jerry 
Ford and all the artists and 
instructors who have made 
the program successful.”
 The historic Three Aspects 
of Humor comedies will be 

presented March 28 through 
April 1 at the Powell Arena 
Theatre, located at SJC 
Central, 8060 Spencer 
Highway. Two performances 
will be presented as dinner 
shows, with meals prepared 
by the Central campus’ culi-
nary arts program.
 Curtain time Thursday, 
March 29 (show only), will 
be 7:30 p.m.
 On Friday, March 30, and 
Saturday, March 31, dinner 
will be served at 6:30 p.m., 
and the show will begin at 
7:30 p.m.
 Curtain time on April 1 
(show only) will be 2:30 p.m.
 The cost for admission for 
show only productions is $10 
per person, with no reserva-
tions required. The cost for 
admission for dinner show 
performances is $15 per per-

Cast members of San Jacinto College’s historic show Three Aspects of Humor 
include, left to right, Shannon Nichols of Deer Park, professor Dr. David 
LeMaster (director), and Ann Garcia of the South Belt area.
 Photo by Rob Vanya

son, and reservations must be 
made at least two days in 
advance.
 Persons with SJC student 
or employee identification 
can receive a $2 discount on 
dinner show performances. 
The $2 discount also applies 
to children under 10, and to 
senior citizens.
 Dinner show reservations 
can be made by calling 281-
476-1828. Tickets can be 
picked up Monday through 
Friday from 1:30 to 5 p.m. at 
the box office, located in the 
Powell Arena Theatre lobby.
 For more information 
about San Jacinto College 
fine arts programs, visit arts.
sanjac.edu.
 Information about the col-
lege’s golden anniversary can 
be found at www.sanjac.edu/
anniversary.

The second-grade dual language classes 
of Nely Maicher and Ani Martin at Laura 
Bush Elementary recently participated in 
a Presidents Day project by making time 
lines, researching interesting facts and 
creating posters for oral presentations 
about U.S. presidents.

 Photos submitted

Bush 
Elementary
celebrates 

Presidents Day

Second-grader Analaura Elizarrarres dress-
es the part of commander in chief while 
presenting her president, Ronald Reagan, 
to her class.

Larry Bogany was happy to present Barack 
Obama as the nation’s first African-
American president.

Iliana Sanchez gives a detailed account of 
the unusual presidency of John Tyler, the 
first vice president to take office upon the 
death of a president when William Harrison 
died after only one month as president.

Jenevie Devora delivers an exciting presen-
tation over one of the nation’s most beloved 
presidents, John F. Kennedy.

Sandy Llanes recounts the important con-
tributions John F. Kennedy delivered dur-
ing his time in office.

Participants in Lisa Vick’s class were, left to right, (front row) 
Ethan Hernandez, Juan Mendez, Natalie Contreras, (back row) 
Mateigha Salmon, Parker Massey, Modesti Lozano and Aidan 
Kainer.

Christal Blakeway’s students show off their Presidents Day proj-
ects. Shown are, left to right, (front row) Brianna Solares, Keely 
King, (back row) Brendonn Williams, Eric Tran and Vincent 
Nguyen.

 San Jacinto College re-
cently purchased 13 water-
front acres along the Port of 
Houston to build a facility for 
U.S. Coast Guard approved 
maritime vessel operation 
training to prepare mariners 
for an industry in need of an 
increasing workforce.
 Plans are under way for 
SJC to construct a maritime 
center that will house multi-
ple classrooms, engineering 
labs, Radar, Automatic Radar 

SJC land purchase near Port of Houston will aid in mariner training
Positioning Aid, Electronic 
Chart Display and Information 
System, Global Maritime 
Distress and Safety System, 
and advanced navigation labs 
together with the industry's 
newest interactive, full mis-
sion ship, towboat, and tug-
boat simulators.
 Completion of the mari-
time center will allow the 
college to nearly double the 
number of Coast Guard and 
Standards of Training, Cer-

tification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers approved cours-
es from 50 to 90.
 With the expansion of the 
Panama Canal opening in 
2014, an aging workforce in 
maritime and other indus-
tries, and the resulting eco-
nomic impact to the Houston 
Port region, more maritime 
employees and an expanded 
maritime workforce pipeline 
are needed. Professional mar-
iners are required to up-skill 
constantly to maintain their 
credentials through the Coast 
Guard.
 “San Jacinto College has 
maintained a close relation-
ship with its community 
throughout the years to offer 
people the education they 
need to achieve their goals, 
and our efforts to assist our 
surrounding maritime indus-
try is just another example of 
this commitment,” said SJC 
Chancellor Dr. Brenda Hell-
yer. “We look forward to 
offering mariners the vital 
certification training neces-
sary for their requirements in 
maritime and to assisting the 
industry with its employment 
needs.”
 According to a 2011 Work-
Boat compensation study, 60 
percent of mariners are 50 
years of age and older, with 

only .7 percent younger than 
25 years of age. SJC Maritime 
aims to increase and upgrade 
the skills and abilities of 
operational and management 
level mariners to strengthen 
the standing of Texas-based 
maritime companies and 
crew to be more competitive 
– through better training – in 
the national and international 
business and job markets.
 “This is an exciting adven-
ture for San Jacinto College,” 
said Dr. Sarah Janes, vice 
president of the college’s 
Continuing and Professional 
Development division. “More 
than 90 percent of what we 
use is transported to us by 
water; 52 percent of the pres-
ent maritime workforce is 
already here in Houston, and 
that will increase by 2014 
with the expansion of the 
Panama Canal. We need to be 
prepared, especially for those 
who are expected to retire.”
 When fully developed, the 
waterfront property will in-
clude a dock for lifeboats, 
fast rescue boats, and room 
for visiting vessels that will 
allow for customized, com-
pany, and vessel specific 
training, said Capt. Mitch 
Schacter, director of the 
Continuing and Professional 
Development maritime train-

ing program. The location 
will also allow for observa-
tion of actual maritime and 
port operations that include 
container and cargo opera-
tions, tanker loading and dis-
charging, docking and 
undocking operations with 
harbor assist tugs, and ship 
bunkering (fueling) via tow-
boat and barge.
 Development of the mari-
time center is being guided 
and supported by an advisory 
committee of industry lead-
ers that includes Texas A&M 
University at Galveston, the 
Texas Maritime Academy, 
the Houston Pilots, the Port 
of Houston, the Port of 
Galveston, Higman Towing, 
G&H Towing, Bay Houston 
Towing, Buffalo Marine, 
Kinder Morgan, Southern 
States Offshore, Hercules 
Drilling, and McDonough 
Marine Services. The Mid 
Atlantic Maritime Academy 
is also working as a partner 
for the college’s maritime 
center. In addition, about 20 
other companies currently 
send their maritime crews to 
SJC for  Coast Guard 
approved training.
 “Because of the tireless 
efforts of our chancellor, the 
board of trustees and the Port 
of Houston, we have the 

opportunity for both SJC and 
the Port of Houston to be 
recognized as a global leader 
in maritime education,” said 
Schacter. “For many reasons, 
this location on the Houston 
Ship Channel is the perfect 
venue for a maritime center. 
Houston is home to hundreds 
of maritime companies with 
many global maritime opera-
tors headquartered here. I 
have already received calls 
from as far as Singapore ask-
ing for details and timeline 
projections.”
 San Jacinto College is 
already home to a maritime 
program that extends to all 
three campuses.
 The current SJC Maritime 
and Technical Training Cen-
ter offers courses especially 
designed for the working 
mariners but also available to 
future mariners. Until this 
year, local companies paid to 
send workers across the 
country for their Coast 
Guard-required training and 
certification. However, a 
$400,000 congressional appro-
priation, as well as additional 
support from the Texas 
Workforce Commission Skills 
Development Fund and local 
industry, allowed for the 
opening of a conveniently 
located facility in the Houston 
area to allow workers to stay 
local for their training.
 San Jacinto College also 
holds an articulation agree-
ment with Texas A&M Uni-
versity at Galveston that 
allows students who have 
completed the Introduction to 
Ships and Shipping course at 
the South campus and who 
earn their associate degree in 
business administration to 
transfer seamlessly into Texas 
A&M’s maritime administra-
tion program. The primary 
goal of this agreement is to 
increase the number of stu-
dents earning a Bachelor of 
Science in Maritime Admin-
istration.
 Students interested in 
cargo handling/logistics may 
pursue an Associate of 
Applied Science degree at 
SJC’s North campus. This 
program is transferable to 
Texas Southern University’s 
maritime logistics program 
and the University of Hous-
ton College of Technology’s 
logistics program.
 Although these education-
al opportunities are available, 
a student could also gain 
immediate employment in 
the logistics industry in the 
surrounding Port of Houston 
region.
 For information about the 
Continuing and Professional 
Development maritime train-
ing program at SJC, visit cpd.
sanjac.edu/maritime. 

Fourth-graders go camping
Fourth-grade students at Frazier Elementary prepared for the upcom-
ing STAAR tests by spending a few days at Camp Write Along. Teachers 
arranged the classrooms to resemble campsites. Students were able to relax 
in sleeping bags and tents and use flashlights to complete various writing 
assignments. The students participated in camp sing-a-longs and seemed to 
really enjoy the change of pace. Photos submitted

Jesus Pena and Jason Tao relax while doing their writing assignments.

Fourth-grade campers at Frazier pictured are, left to right, (front row) 
Jorge Guerra, Jonathan Acosta, (back row) Sean Bonner, DJ Trevino and 
KJ Gardner.

Left to right, Sophia Martin, Kacy Huerta, Kayla Wilkerson and Cammie 
Vo share a tent during Camp Write Along.
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 HOME RUN 
CORNER

The Leader staff reminds parents 
to submit congratulations for their 

sluggers’ achievements for publica-
tion in Over The Back Fence. E-mail 
mynews@southbeltleader.com with 
OTBF in the subject line. Items must 
be submitted by Friday noon for the 

next week’s publication.
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ional Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram. They were Jean Ful-
ton, Karen Netzband, Joel 
West and Steve Erickson.

30 years ago (1982)
 Members of the Sage-
mont Recreation Club agreed 
to recommend the general 
membership accept an of-
fer from the city of Houston 
to take over the facility as a 
public park/recreation center.
 Southeast Volunteer Fire-
man Scott Luce rescued a 
live goldfi sh from the Wind-
jammer Apartments after a 
blaze.
 A 15-year-old male Dobie 
student was arrested, and the 
arrest of three other students 
was pending, in connection 
with at least six reported 
beatings of students walking 
home from school. In all in-
stances, the victim attended 
either Stuchbery Elementary 
or Beverly Hills Intermedi-
ate and did not know the 
attacker nor provoke the at-
tack.

25 years ago (1987)
 A class-action lawsuit 
claiming discrimination was 
fi led against the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
on behalf of four undocu-
mented Hispanic workers 
and a Hispanic civil rights 
group.
 Funeral services were 
held for two South Belt 
boys, Jeff Sandoval, 17, and 
Roland Rodriguez, 17. Their 

Remember When
bodies were found washed 
up on Galveston beach fol-
lowing an automobile ac-
cident which also killed 19-
year-old Michelle Bergier.
 City of Houston police 
raided two South Belt area 
homes containing metham-
phetamine labs.

20 years ago (1992)
 Weber Elementary closed 
due to its proximity to a tox-
ic waste site.
 Sara Derrick from Moore 
Elementary collected $1,000 
for the American Heart As-
sociation, which made her 
Jump Rope for Heart’s all-
time money raiser.

15 years ago (1997)
 The Southeast Volunteer 
Fire Department celebrated 
its 25th year of service.
 Councilmember Rob 
Todd announced that the 
council had approved pay-
ments totaling over $70,000 
to acquire land for the 
Blackhawk Boulevard Pav-
ing Project for the comple-
tion of Blackhawk between 
Beltway 8 and Fuqua.

10 years ago (2002)
 The Texas Academic 
Decathlon Association was 
ordered to hold a retest to 
determine the Texas state 
academic championship.
 The Houton Chronicle 
named Dobie varsity basket-
ball coach Scott Talton Boys 
Coach of the Year.

5 years ago (2007)

Over The Back Fence by Jan

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JUDGE DELGADO!
 South Belt’s justice of the peace, Judge Jo 
Ann Delgado, celebrated a birthday Monday, 
March 26. Best wishes are sent to her from 
the Leader staff.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays March 29 through April 
4.

Atkinson Elementary
 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent to 
Irene Brito April 2.

Burnett Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles on a double-
layer cake April 3 for Socorro Tavera and 
Judy Vazquez.

Bush Elementary
 Greetings for a happy birthday are sent to 
Vanessa Garcia March 31.

Meador Elementary
 On March 29, Cecelia Stewart enjoys a 
birthday.

Moore Elementary
 Birthday wishes are sent to Cheryl Ivens 
March 31.

South Belt Elementary
 The day for a party for Candy Howard 
is March 31. Birthday greetings are sent to 
Henry Shillings April 1.

Stuchbery Elementary
 April 1 is the day for a party for Carlos 
Torres. Birthday wishes are sent to Laurie 
Chmarney April 3.

Melillo Middle School
 On March 29, Arlene Sibley is wished a 
happy birthday. Michelle Wheeler has a birth-
day March 31.

Morris Middle School
 March 29 is the day for a party for Maria 
Ramon. Blow out the birthday candles on April 
1 for Juanita Salinas. Meghan Norton and 
Janet White share a birthday April 2. Linda 
Bowers enjoys a birthday April 4.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to Thery 

Un March 31. On April 4, Sandy Luna marks 
a birthday.

Dobie High
 March 30 is the day for a double birth-
day celebration for Betty Hollin and Leslie 
Seigler-Keton. Birthday greetings are sent 
to Melissa Allen and Johnetta Roy April 1. 
Blow out the candles on a double-layer cake 
for Bob Daugherty and Rosa Robinson who 
share a birthday on April 3.

HOME RUN CORNER
 A big congratulations to Alex Hernandez 
of the Major Dodgers from SBHLL for hitting 
a Grand Slam in their tournament game on 
March 22! These well wishes are sent from 
coaches, teammates and team parents who 
say, “Go Dodgers!”

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, con-
gratulations, etc., to mynews@southbeltlead 
er.com with OTBF in the subject line. Items 
must be submitted by Friday noon for the next 
week’s publication.

 The long-awaited con-
nection between Scarsdale 
and Yost Road opened after 
many delays. A ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony included a 
speech by Pearland Mayor 
Tom Reid and was attended 
by representatives of both 
the South Belt-Ellington and 
Pearland chambers of com-
merce.
 Cpl. Robert W. Engl-
brecht, who was critically 
injured in Iraq, returned 
home from Iraq to a hero’s 
welcome with more than 
100 people in attendance.
 Longtime South Belt 
resident and PISD teacher 
Carole Stockinger died un-
expectedly. She began her 
teaching career at Thomp-
son Intermediate in 1981 
before transferring to Dobie 
in 1991. Stockinger was re-
sponsible for starting the 
étalage, a magazine that 
published poems, artwork 
and stories composed by 
Dobie students.

1 year ago (2011)
  Just four days after 
abruptly ending the local 
Harris County Precinct 2 
deputy patrol contract, 
Constable Gary L. Freeman 
announced he planned to 
reinstate the program. 
Freeman had originally can-
celed the area contract due 
to a budget shortfall. How-
ever, a review of the consta-
ble’s fi gures conducted by 

35 years ago ( 1977)
 Two youths were killed in 
an accident on the Gulf Free-
way between FM 2351 and 
Choate Road. A truck driven 
by James Lynn Creech was 
speeding and ran into a black 
Chevy sedan truck driven by 
David Pelaez. The two pas-
sengers in Pelaez’s truck 
were killed. 
 Four Dobie students were 
named fi nalists in the Nat-
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auditors at the county bud-
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toward the constable’s annu-
al budget of roughly $5.5 
million.

• Top Quality 
• Reasonable
 Prices
• Excellent 
 Service

 Graduation

ANNOUNCEMENTS

South Belt Graphics 
& Printing

11555 Beamer      281-484-4337

Melillo science 
students attend 

field trip
In early March, students from Melillo 
Middle School took a science field trip 
to the Galveston State Park Estuary to 
have a hands-on experience observing 
animal adaptations and habitats.
 
At right: Left to right, Eunice Pasasin, 
Alejandro Morales and Edgar Sanchez 
work on the Dune Restoration Program, 
planting plants in an effort to rebuild 
the sand dunes on Pirate’s Beach in 
Galveston.
Below left: Genesis Gaytan holds up 
a seashell as she observes animals and 
their estuary habitat.
Below center: Arturo Garza explores 
and observes an animal adaptation as 
he shows off a crab with a large claw.
Below right: Sumya Raha enjoys explor-
ing at Galveston State Park.

Photos submitted

 If expenses for creating a 
small business or expanding 
any size business are an 
obstacle, and a bank loan is 
not possible because of inad-
equate credit history or a very 
small loan size, learn from 
ACCION Texas about financ-
ing options during a work-
shop at Parker Williams 
Branch Library on Wednes-
day, April 11, from 3 to 4:30 
p.m.
 ACCION Texas is a non-
profit organization that pro-

PW Library to host microlending workshop
vides credit and loans from 
$500 to $250,000 to small 
businesses with limited 
access to traditional funding.  
ACCION is the largest micro-
lender in the United States.
 “Our mission is to help 
businesses that cannot get 
financing through conven-
tional means,” says Anthony 
Lopez, a loan officer at 
ACCION Texas.  “We lend to 
startup businesses and also to 
businesses that are trying to 
re-establish themselves.”

 In addition to credit and 
loans, ACCION Texas can 
help clients develop a viable 
business plan and also will 
provide ongoing technical 
assistance regarding business 
finances.
 Among past clients are a 
custom metalworker, owner 
of eco-friendly pet products, 
hair salon and bookstore 
owner, media production 
company owner, home reno-
vator, home health care work-
er, pie store owner, cab com-

pany owner and medical sup-
ply company owner.
 Other than a good project 
idea, a source of income to 
help the borrower make pay-
ments while the business 
becomes established is im-
portant, Lopez says. “The 
first few months of startup is 
very difficult,” he says. “We 
like to see a second source of 
income that can pay the note 
or have a co-borrower so that 
they can service the debt.”
 Parker Williams Branch 

Library, located at 10851 
Scarsdale Blvd., Suite 510, 
will host this session as part 
of Houston Money Week, a 
series of financial education 
events sponsored by the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank-Houston 
Branch, financial institutions, 
and other local organizations 
from April 9 through 15.
 For more information, 
visit www.houstonmoneywe 
ek.org or call the Parker 
Williams Branch Library at 
281-484-2036.

               Best Friends 
                Boutique
    Pets need Love-
       Bring yours in
          for some
        special TLC.

  Same Location 25 Years 

Hughes at Beltway 8
 281-484-9655

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTIST

 ✰ No Down Payment 
  with Verified Insurance

 ✰ Payment Plan Available

 ✰ Insurance Assignment 
  Accepted

 ✰ No Referral Needed

 ✰ Video Game Room

 ✰ Quality and Caring Office

 ✰ Certified Specialist

Member American Association of  Orthodontists

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer

 Community centers, church-
es, schools or private schools 
that are interested in starting 
an after-school program are 
invited to the After-School 
Partnership Fair on Friday, 
March 30, from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Harris County De- 
partment of Education, 6300 
Irvington Blvd.

Harris County to host 
after-school program fair

 Get information about $2 
million in after-school funds 
and see what after-school 
vendors have to offer in ser-
vices. Free hot dogs and 
T-shirts will be available to 
attendees at this high-energy, 
informative event.
 Learn more at www.after 
schoolzone.org.

 Learn more about the first 
female prime minister of the 
United Kingdom, Margaret 
Thatcher, as the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake’s Film 
& Speaker Series presents 
The Iron Lady on Saturday, 
March 31, at 7 p.m. in the 
university’s Student Services 
and Classroom Building, 
Lecture Hall, 2700 Bay Area 
Blvd.
 This rated-R film released 
in 2011 stars Meryl Streep, 
who won an Oscar for best 

The Iron Lady shown 
as part of fi lm series

actress for her performance 
in the title role.
 Distinguished speaker will 
be Roger Durand, professor 
of public affairs.
 Presented by Cultural Arts 
Film & Speaker Series, ad-
mission is $3.75 per person 
and free for those with UH- 
Clear Lake identification.
 For more information, 
visit http://www.uhcl.edu/
movies or contact Office of 
Student Life at movies@uhcl.
edu or 281-283-2560.

 Share poetry at University 
of Houston-Clear Lake’s 
Open Mic Poetry Reading 
event on Thursday, April 5, 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Cappuccino Bono coffee 
shop, 2700 Bay Area Blvd.
 This event is the last of the 
eight poetry reading series 
for spring.
 Faculty members Stephen 
“Arch” Erich, professor of 
social work; John Gorman, 

Community poets 
welcome at Open Mic

professor of literature; and 
Shreerekha Subramanian, 
assistant professor of human-
ities, organize, host, and 
sometimes, participate in the 
free event.
 Time on stage is limited to 
five minutes, and all are invit-
ed to participate.
 For more information, 
contact Subramanian at Sub 
ramanian@uhcl.edu or 281-
283-3430.

 Discover the Armand 
Bayou Nature Center at 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake’s Clear Lake Association 
of Senior Programs informa-
tive workshop, Armand 
Bayou Nature Center: The 
Challenge or Preserving the 
Past, Present and Preparing 
for the Future, presented by 
Tom Kartrude, executive 
director of Armand Bayou 
Nature Center, on Friday, 
April 13, from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon at the Freeman Branch 
Library, 16616 Diana Lane.
 Armand Bayou Nature 
Center, located in Pasadena, 
works to preserve the wet-
lands, prairie, forest and 
marsh habitats surrounding 

Workshop on Armand 
Bayou Nature Center set

Armand Bayou. It offers visi-
tors animal displays, nature 
trails, bird watching, hiking, 
and guided boat or canoe 
tours.
 This workshop is spon-
sored by the Clear Lake 
Association of Senior Pro-
grams, designed to provide 
educational opportunities for 
area seniors and others inter-
ested in learning. All ages are 
welcome. Admission is free, 
but registration is requested 
for all daytime speaker series 
events.
 For more information on 
this event, e-mail clasp@
uhcl.edu, or call the Office of 
Alumni and Community 
Relations at 281-283-2021.

 HOME RUN 
CORNER

The Leader staff reminds parents to submit 
congratulations for their sluggers’ achievements 
for publication in Over The Back Fence. E-mail 
mynews@southbeltleader.com with OTBF in 
the subject line. Items must be submitted by 
Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

 On Saturday, March 24, 
residents in the South Belt-
Ellington area took advan-
tage of the annual South 
Belt-Ellington Mobile Batter-
ies, Oil, Paint and Antifreeze 
(BOPA) collection event 
sponsored by the City of 
Houston Solid Waste Man-
agement Department (COH-
SWD) and Councilmember 
Mike Sullivan.
 In four hours, volunteers 
and staff from the City of 
Houston, LyondellBasell and 
Frank’s Oil Service serviced 
293 customers, collecting 
more than 250 gallons of oil 
and antifreeze; 1,020 gallons 
of paint,  and 1,107 pounds of 
car and rechargeable batter-
ies. Secure on-site paper 
shredding was provided by 
Shred-Pro Services.  All total, 
more than 15,000 pounds (7.5 
tons) of material was collect-
ed at the event. Officers from 
the Houston Police Depart-
ment were also on hand to 
keep things flowing smoothly.
 The materials collected 
were transported to the En- 
vironmental Service Center 

BOPA recycling 
event a success

to be  recycled/disposed of in 
an environmentally safe and 
approved method. Good paint 
collected at the event will be 
processed and made available 
to residents during the ESC’s 
Reuse Paint and Chemical 
Giveaway which takes place 
every Friday, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m.
 The South Belt-Ellington 
BOPA is a free event that is 
open to nearby Houston resi-
dents with a valid I.D. It is 
held at the Ellington Airport/ 
Neighborhood Recycling 
Center at Highway 3 and 
Brantly Avenue once a year.
 Residents can also drop 
off their regular recyclables 
(paper, plastic, cardboard, 
glass and metal cans) at this 
site daily from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m.  CompuCycle, a City of 
Houston partner, collects 
electronic waste at this site 
the second Saturday of every 
month from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Visit www.houstonsolidwaste 
for more information.
 The Environmental Service 
Center is located at 11500 S. 
Post Oak in Houston.

 St. Luke the Evangelist 
Catholic Church Holy Week 
schedule:

Palm Sunday
April 1

 Regular Mass schedule: 
5:30 p.m. Saturday vigil, 7:30 
a.m., 9:15, 11:15, 1 p.m. (en 
Español).

Holy Thursday
April 5

 Morning prayer - 9 a.m.; 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
(bilingual) - 7:30 p.m.; Night 
prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament - 11 p.m.

St. Luke announces 
Holy Week schedule

Good Friday
April 6

 Morning prayer - 9 a.m.; 
Celebration of the Lord’s 
Passion - 3 p.m.; Stations of 
the Cross - 6 p.m.; Celebración 
de la Pasión del Señor. - 7:30 
p.m.

Holy Saturday - April 7
 Morning prayer - 9 a.m.; 
Easter vigil - 8:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday
April 8

 Masses: 7:30 a.m., 9:15, 
9:30 (in Social Hall), 11:15, 
1 p.m. (en Español).

South Belt-Ellington Leader
The Voice of Community-Minded People

11555 Beamer            281-481-5656
 E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com

Davy & Marie Flickinger, owners
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Hobby Lions 
Club to meet

 Houston Hobby Airport 
Lions Club will meet Wednes-
day, April 4, at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Golden Corral at Fuqua 
and I-45. For more informa-
tion, call Monica Montoya at 
281-794-5531.

 San Jacinto College is 
establishing a scholarship 
fund in honor of Wayne and 
Marja Slovacek, longtime 
supporters of San Jacinto 
College. Slovacek, who 
retired from the San Jacinto 
College Board of Trustees 

Foundation establishes scholarship in honor of Slovaceks
two years ago, died March 4, 
2012.
 The goal of the San Jacinto 
College Foundation is to raise 
$50,000 for the Wayne and 
Marja Slovacek Endowment, 
as part of the Promise for 
Their Future Scholarship, 
which will provide funding 
to qualifying students inter-
ested in the arts and sciences.
 Dr. Brenda Hellyer, SJC 
chancellor, said Slovacek’s 
guidance and presence would 
be missed. “Not only was 
Wayne a longtime supporter 
of San Jacinto College, but he 
was a personal friend and 
mentor,” she commented. 
“He always found a way to 
promote San Jacinto College 
and our students, faculty, and 
staff. I can’t think of a better 
way to honor him and his 
wife so that his legacy at San 
Jacinto College continues.”
 Slovacek served as a SJC 
board trustee for 38 years 
until his retirement in De- 
cember 2010. During his ten-
ure, he served as board chair-
man and was an integral part 
of numerous expansions and 
major upgrades, including 
construction of the college’s 

North and South campuses, 
additions of the high-tech 
Interactive Learning Centers 
at all three campuses, and the 
college’s current major capi-
tal improvement campaign 
that includes new allied 
health and science facilities 
and student welcome centers 
at each campus. The student 
center at the SJC North cam-
pus is named in his honor.
 Slovacek was a founding 
member of the San Jacinto 
College Foundation board of 
directors, and served as chair-
man of the foundation’s pri-
mary fundraiser, the annual 
golf tournament with guest 
host Andy Pettitte.
 “To know Wayne was to 
love him,” commented Ruth 
Keenan, the foundation’s ex-
ecutive director for advance-
ment. “Mr. Slovacek helped 
the SJC Foundation to be-
come established in this com-
munity. He was the driving 
force behind our annual golf 
tournament, which now rais-
es about $124,000 per year to 
support San Jacinto College 
students.”
 Slovacek once stated that 
he tirelessly supported San 

Wayne Slovacek tire-
lessly served San Jacinto 
College on the board of 
trustees and through the 
college’s foundation.

Jacinto College because of 
his appreciation for, and 
understanding of, the impor-
tance of education. “An edu-
cated and well-trained work-
force is the key to a strong 
economy and a thriving com-
munity, and it’s an honor and 
a privilege to serve San Ja- 
cinto College and help people 
of all ages to improve their 
lives through education,” he 

Abbott, Burda engaged

Leanna and Andy Abbott of Green Tee announce the engagement and 
upcoming marriage of their daughter, Amber, to Greg Burda, son of 
Suzanne and Glen Burda of Southlake, Texas. The bride-to-be attended 
Moore Elementary, Thompson Intermediate and Dobie High School (Class 
of 2005). She participated in SBGSA, Sharks, Sagemont Cowgirls, and was 
a cheerleader through high school. She earned her Bachelor of Science in 
hospitality administration from Stephen F. Austin State University in 2009, 
where she was a member of Delta Delta Delta - vice president of Chapter 
Development. She currently works at Mattress Firm’s corporate office as 
the multi-channel sales coordinator. The prospective groom attended Keller 
High School (Class of 2002). He earned a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from Stephen F. Austin State University in 2007 and is an 
Eagle Scout. He is currently an area manager for the Mattress Firm. An 
early June wedding is planned.

 San Jacinto College South 
campus art professor Jeff 
McGee and dance student 
Bryan Peck were featured on 
March 28 in a unique art 
exhibition presented by the 
Houston Metal Arts Guild 
that combines metal sculp-
ture and dance at Rice 
University.
 Titled Collaborative Ex- 
change, Le Merle Noir: Act 1, 
SJC dance student Peck per-
formed in McGee’s contem-
porary metalwork as an amal-
gamated creature transcend-
ing the traditional sense of 
sculpture.
 Having an animation 
background along with artis-
tic sculpture, McGee wanted 
something more out of his 
work that combined his two 
artistic loves, but that also 
told a story to viewers. “I 
wanted to create a narrative, 

Rice, Houston Metal Arts Guild 
featured SJC faculty, students

something that would be con-
crete in the minds of the 
viewer,” said McGee. “I feel 
that without a story, many 
people tend to glance over 
artwork. I wanted something 
that people remembered.”
 McGee’s metalwork de-
signs use historical inspira-
tion from Hollywood films, 
animation, puppet theater, 
medieval armor, jewelry and 
fashion.
 He chose dance as a col-
laborative medium because of 
the familiar contrasts of sta-
tionary sculpture and con-
stant movement of dance.
 “I choose to work with 
contemporary dancers be-
cause of their physical abili-
ties and theatrical prowess 
that are necessary to create 
an engaging narrative per-
formed live in an intimate 
setting like an art gallery. In 

the art world, folks tend to 
gravitate toward their own 
field of interest, but by break-
ing those boundaries, it may 
inspire someone else to col-
laborate with someone out-
side their concentration. 
Collaboration and problem 
solving are cornerstones to 
many realms of human soci-
ety, and I want to promote 
these principles in my teach-
ing and creative work.”
 McGee’s work will also 
be featured in the CU:29 
Contemporary Copper Exhi-
bition at the Society of North 
American Goldsmiths 2012 
Conference in Phoenix, Ariz., 
May 23 – 26.
 For more information on 
the exhibition, visit www.
hmag.org.
 For information on SJC 
fine arts, visit arts.sanjac.
edu.

San Jacinto College art professor Jeff McGee assembles a headpiece for his 
Rice University exhibition presented by the Houston Metal Arts Guild. 
 Photo by Andrea Vazquez

said.
 Board of trustees chair 
Marie Flickinger said the SJC 
community will greatly miss 
Slovacek. “I had the privilege 
of working side-by-side with 
Wayne for several years, and 
he always had the best inter-
est of San Jacinto College 
students in mind,” she com-
mented. “He was dedicated 
to making San Jacinto Col-

lege the best college around, 
and I am glad to see the foun-
dation establish this scholar-
ship in his honor.”
 Anyone who would like to 
donate in honor of Slovacek 
and his late wife, Marja, may 
send contributions to the San 
Jacinto College Foundation, 
4624 Fairmont Parkway, 
Suite 212, Pasadena, TX 
77504, or call 281-998-6104.

 The Catholic Community of
                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Thomas Puthusseril, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816  Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, 
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, 
widowed.

 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School              9:45 a.m.
 The Fountain (Contemporary)     5 p.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

Attend the
Church of Your Choice

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

281-464-2366281-464-2366
12490 Scarsdale Blvd.12490 Scarsdale Blvd.

FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru Apr. 5FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru Apr. 5
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash

6 wks - 23 mo, $110 per wk •2 yrs old, $100 per wk
3 yrs old & up, $90 per wk

Ms. Janetʼs is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, 
including  MELILLO & MORRIS middle schools and SOUTH BELT elementary.

Continued from Page 1A
wake up and not want to 
go to school, I made sure I 
would get there in time for 
his class, in time to grade 
those papers.”
 Totten did graduate 
from Dobie. Only two 
people, she said, were 
there to greet her as she 
left the stage - Clarke and 
Golenko.
 “You’re such an inspi-
ration to me,” Golenko 
told her. “Now you’ve got 
to go to college and make 
your dad proud of you.”
 Totten enrolled at San 
Jacinto College but quit. 
One night, she said, she 
had a terrifying dream in 
which her father appeared 
to her, begging her to 
change her life.
 “I woke up in total hys-
terics,” she said. “Then I 
remembered what Mr. Go-
lenko told me that night at 
graduation. I had to go to 
college. I had to make my 
father proud.”
 Totten summed up her 
story in an essay that she 
submitted with Golenko’s 
nomination. 
 About a month ago, he 
received a call from the 
Kennedy Center to tell 

Golenko wins prestigious national award

  The following was written by Darleen Totten, Do-
bie Class of 1973, nominating Richard Golenko for the 
award:
 Being a teacher is a responsibility I don’t take light-
ly. I realize that I frequently impact lives in ways I never 
could imagine. I know that each student brings their 
own baggage into my classroom, and I have the power 
to help ease their load. I know these things because as 
a student forty years ago I had a teacher who inspired 
me to keep living when I thought things could never get 
better.
 I had the usual struggles in school. I didn’t get 
picked on too much, but enough. Things went from bad 
to worse when my father died and my mother decided 
I needed to move out. My life was spiraling downward 
and just waking up in the morning was painful. I didn’t 
want to face life, much less high school. I felt totally 
isolated from the world, and the taunts at school stung 
even deeper.
 Mr. Richard Golenko was a new teacher. He always 
had a smile and was my favorite teacher long before my 
dad died. He seemed to know just what to say to make 
me feel important. 
 Going to school was getting harder for me living on 
my own. He must have sensed this because he asked 
me to help him grade papers. It is such a simple thing. 
Each day I got up and went to school because Mr. Go-

lenko needed me. He gave me a purpose.
 As graduation approached, everyone else was so ex-
cited. They had family and friends there to watch the 
big day. I had nobody. I was in the parking lot alone 
and crying. I heard my name and turned to see Mr. Go-
lenko standing there with his big smile and outstretched 
arms. I will never forget his words, “You are an amazing 
person. You have overcome so much and are such an in-
spiration. Your dad would be so proud of you. Now, you 
must go to college and continue to make him proud.”
 The summer after graduation, I decided that I didn’t 
want to go to college. I didn’t want to do anything. I 
would just continue to work at the movies and try to 
make the best of things – search for happiness. I had 
very vivid dreams about my father. In each dream he 
was urging me to change my course in life. After the 
third dream I remember sitting up in bed and cry-
ing. Suddenly, a familiar voice came to mind, saying, 
“Now you must go to college and continue to make him 
proud.” It was at that moment that I knew I wanted to 
go into the education fi eld and not only make my dad 
proud, but to make a difference in the lives of others.
 Mr. Golenko gave me a new purpose in life with those 
words: spreading hope and encouragement through 
teaching. He saved my life in so many ways. Each day, 
I do my best to emulate Mr. Golenko and to remember 
the awesome responsibility I hold in my hands.

Totten nominates Golenko

him he had been chosen as 
a fi nalist.
 “I still didn’t think it 
was going to happen,” he 
said. 
  Then, on Wednesday, 
it did happen. Golenko 
said he was sworn to se-
crecy for 24 hours -- until 
the Kennedy Center an-
nouncement on Thursday.
 The embargo lifted, Go-
lenko proclaimed to Jane, 
“Now you can tell as many 
people as you want!”
 A Waco native who 
graduated from Abilene 
Christian College (now 
U n ive r s i t y ) , G o l e n ko 
moved to Pennsylvania 
after earning his degree to 
attend Princeton Theolog-
ical Seminary. He taught 
one semester at a Pennsyl-
vania junior college before 
returning to Texas and 
joining the faculty at Do-
bie, then only four years 
old.
 Jane Golenko served 
PISD for 38 years, includ-
ing the past two decades as 
librarian at Pasadena High, 
before her retirement last 
spring.
 Golenko said he has no 
specifi c plans for the cash 
award.

 “But for two retired 
teachers,” he said, “it will 
help.”
 The Golenkos enjoy 
traveling and have a cruise 
down the Rhine River in 

the works. Still, Golenko 
said, it feels a little strange 
to be singled out for the 
award.
 “The thing I miss most 
about teaching is the give-

and-take with the stu-
dents,” he said, “and that 
such a simple act of kind-
ness by a student can re-
sult in something like this. 
It’s certainly gratifying, 

but I realize there are mul-
titudes of other teachers 
who have done the same 
thing for their students. 
Those teachers are just as 
deserving.”

Susan Locklear, a history 
teacher at Park View Inter-
mediate, has been named 
the winner of the Mary Jon 
and J.P. Bryan Leadership 
in Education Award, pre-
sented by the Texas State 
Historical Association each 
year to honor an outstand-
ing history teacher in Texas. 
Locklear was honored ear-
lier this month at the TSHA 
116th annual meeting in 
Denton. She received a cer-
tificate and a monetary 
prize. Locklear is wrapping 
up her 10th year of teach-
ing, all in the Pasadena In- 
dependent School District. 
She spent seven years on 
the faculty at Memorial 
High School. She teaches 
sixth-grade world culture 
and an eighth-grade elec-
tive on the Holocaust at 
Park View. Recipients of 
the TSHA awards are 
reviewed and selected by 
TSHA committee members 
who have academic and 
Texas history backgrounds.

Locklear honored by state 
historical group

Wedding, engagement 
policies

 Wedding writeups must be run in the news-
paper, not submitted, in the time outlined:

 From wedding date to six weeks – photo and 
full article; Six weeks to three months – photo 
and limited information; After three months 
from wedding date – will not be run.

 Engagement and wedding announcements are 
published free of charge on a fi rst come, fi rst 
served basis. Information must be submitted by 
Friday to be considered for the next issue.

Advertise! 
in the Leader
281-481-5656

No One Wants to be Defeated
Philippians 3:14; Romans 8:37 & Matthew 21:8-11

Kirkwood South Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Where God Makes Lives Better
10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)

281-481-0004
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.

This Sunday with Rev. Joni Sutton:

www.KSCchurch.org

“HABITAT” HAPPENS!
Youth Events Sundays - 6:30 p.m.
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Under the direction of technology liaison Marie Alanis, fourth-grade teacher Melissa Hickman and librar-
ian Cindy Walker, fourth-grade students at Moore Elementary learned about and created their own videos 
using curriculum from the American Film Institute. Upon completion of the films, an Oscar ceremony was 
held. Students walked down the red carpet 
while being interviewed and photographed 
by the paparazzi. Each film was nominated 
for a category, including best film, best 
actress, and best actor. Photos submitted

Moore hosts AFI, Oscar Awards

AFI Board of Directors were, left to right, 
Melissa Hickman (fourth-grade teacher), 
Cindy Walker (librarian) and Marie Alanis 
(technology liaison).

Some of the students participating were, left to 
right, Aidan Torres, Maia Moretto, Karina Perez 
and Mark Martinez.

More students participating were, left to right, Logan 
Riggan, Johnny Salazar, Cecelia Salinas and Cameron 
Tobias.

AFI teachers included fourth-grade teachers, left to right, 
Romy Graham, Maury Klann, Melissa Hickman, Leah 
Laredo, Tammy Munn and Ashley Evans.

Community leaders host Adams’ meet, greet
  Houston City Council-
member Wanda Adams met 
with 55 community leaders 
Thursday, March 22, to dis-
cuss various issues and con-

cerns affecting the South 
Belt area.
 Following recent city re-
districting, Adams’ District 
D now includes much of the 

Call: Cesar or Ricardo | 713-926-2444

A Listo franchise provides services and tools 
to market to everyone, because everyone is 

a potential client.

you see 
daily... 

could be

id i d t lid i d t l

South Belt community for-
merly served by District E 
Councilmember Mike Sul-
livan.
 The intimate meeting, 

held at Leader publisher 
Marie Flickinger’s home, 
was attended by repre-
sentatives from at least 15 
local homeowners asso-

ciations and civic clubs, as 
well as members from lo-
cal churches and the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce.
 Harris County Judge Jo 
Ann Delgado, Pasadena In-
dependent School District 
Superintendent Kirk Lewis, 
San Jacinto College Chan-
cellor Brenda Hellyer and 
Harris County Precinct 2 
Sgt. Zerick Guinn were also 
in attendance. 
 Items discussed at the 
function included the future 
Hughes Road project, area 
fl ooding problems, vacant 
lots and area nuisances, 
possible international fl ights 
out of Hobby Airport and 
the new city regulations re-
garding feeding the home-
less.
 The meeting was a suc-
cess, according to Matala 
Idi, Adams’ constituent ser-
vices liaison.
 “It was a meeting of the 
minds to set priorities,” Idi 
said. “It was very engaging 
– a great way to start. If the 
channels of communication 
are open, it is the best way 
to move forward.”
 Clear Brook City Mu-
nicipal Utility District Man-
ager Chris Clark shares this 
sentiment and is hopeful 
similar meetings will take 
place in the future.
 “I hope to meet quarter-
ly,” Clark said. “It’s a great 
way for the homeowners as-
sociations to be introduced 
to elected offi cials.”
 Flickinger said plans are 
being made to have a simi-
lar meeting in a couple of 
months and that local legis-
lators will be invited.
 See related photo Page 
1A.

55 area leaders discuss South Belt, Houston issues 

Pictured to the left are, left to right, 
Justice of the Peace Jo Ann Delgado; Pct. 
2 constable offi cer Sgt. Zerick Guinn; 
Councilmember Wanda Adams;  Dan 
Pearson, Blackhawk subdivision; and 
Julius Schindler, Sagemont subdivision. 
Shown above are David Flickinger, Clear 
Brook City MUD; Adams; David 
Matthews, aide to Commissioner El 
Franco Lee, and his wife Donna; chamber 
Director Sally Mitchell; and Terry 
Criswell, Wood Meadow subdivision. 
Pictured to the right are Stacey Waugh, 
Adams and Sandy Robb, Sagemont sub-
division.          Photos by Marie Flickinger

Oriental Natural Treatment, 

Refl exology Services, 

Chinese Herb Treatment

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLEGIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Great Hand &
Foot Massage

10904 Scarsdale Blvd.
Suite 290 • Houston

10 a.m.-9 p.m.

281-301-9518
281-464-9103

One Hour 
Foot & Body 

Massage, $20

One Hour 
Table Massage, 

$40
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

Become the next Karate Kid!
Ages 5 & up: 4 lessons & uniform $25

               Register      Register      
       Now!       Now!
       Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!    

www.friendswoodteendriving.net
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Adult Education 2011 Schedule

Class Only $150 or Class & Driving $350

2011 Schedule
Cost is $365 in full or $385 in two payments

Start Dates         Class Times              Days

Call for Information!

 Mar. 29 - Apr. 20     Apr. 11 - May 2 
            6-8 p.m.     4-6 p.m.
 Apr. 23 - May 14     May 3 - May 24 
            6-8 p.m.     4-6 p.m.

www.kwikkaronline.comwww.kwikkaronline.com
facebook.com/kwikkartxfacebook.com/kwikkartx

LUBE & SERVICE
Kwik Kar

11210 Scarsdale
281-484-KWIK281-484-KWIK(5945)(5945)

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm • Sun 9am-5pm

FREE
Full Service

Car Wash

With Full
Service

Oil 
Change

$12 Value!

Car Wash
Club

Unlimited
Washes for 
30 Days

(Ocean Wash 
Package)

Includes vacuum  
& wash

3999
 per vehicle

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
One of the Following

Package Wash!
Choose From:
•Ocean Breeze reg $16.99
•Blue Ocean    reg $21.99
•Ocean Signature reg $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, 

SUVs & Limos
Expires 5/15/12

Not valid with any other offer

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

Not valid with any other offer

For Every Dozen Tamales You Buy, 
Receive Half-Dozen Regular Tamales FREE

with coupon  expires 4-30-12

NEW OWNERSHIP
Same Great Food - New Attitude!

Now Open Sunday
“Best Tamales in Town”

13914 Hwy 3 • 281-990-7800
Mon-Fri 11 am-7 pm, Sat 10:30 am-5pm, Sun 10:30 am-2 pm

CLEAR BROOK REALTORS

Eli Tanksley
Broker/Owner
281-450-3305

Clear Brook Promises to Provide Professional, 
Ethical & Informed Services to Our New & Existing Clients

– We Have The Answer To Your Real Estate Needs –

FULL SERVICE
Real Estate
Insurance

“FULL SERVICE Makes Your Investment EASIER”
11555 Beamer Rd., Ste. 100, Houston, TX 77089

PASADENA - Updated, New Paint, New Floors, New Windows, 
Hardi Plank, $71,000
HOUSTON - Big Corner Lot, House W/Garage Apartment.
RIVERSTONE RANCH - 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath, 2 Car. Wood 
Floors, Corian Countertops, Sharp, Big Lot, $189,900.
TUSCAN LAKES - League City, 3,749 Sq. Ft., 4 BR-3.5 Bath-3 
Car Garage. Like New! Cul-de-sac, Foreclosure. Totally Beauti-
ful! $314,900.

SOLDSOLD

A milestone for Miles
Brook grad enters Lamar recordbooks

Once a pure scorer at 
Clear Brook, Lamar 
University guard An-
thony Miles developed 
an all-around game 
that landed him a spot 
among the Cardinals’ 
most notable players.

Lamar athletics

 Those fans who have 
followed District 24-5A 
varsity boys’ basketball 
remember Anthony Miles, 
the talented shooting guard 
who guided the Wolverines 
to a league title in 2007-
2008, his senior year.
 Draining a deep 
3-pointer from the top of 
the key late in the season, 

Miles brought the Brook 
faithful to their feet as he 
fi st-pumped his way down 
the court.
 En route to the Clear 
Lake end of the fl oor, Miles 
stopped to bark at the Clear 
Lake student body section, 
and they chirped back.
 Heated as it may have 
looked, it was all in the 

name of competition. 
Miles simply wanted both 
his fans and those of Clear 
Lake to remember him.
 Fast forward follow-
ing four seasons at Lamar 
University in Beaumont, 
and Miles has repeated his 
effort. 
 He has ensured he will 
be forgotten by neither 
fans nor foes.
 During a memorable 
2011-2012 season that saw 
the Cardinals advance to 
the NCAA tournament for 
the fi rst time since 1999-
2000, Miles set himself 
apart from all other Lamar 
players, past and present.
 The senior became the 
fi rst player in Lamar Uni-
versity men’s basketball 
history to register more 
than 1,400 points, 500 re-
bounds and 400 assists in 
a career.
 Miles had 14 points in 
Lamar’s  71-59 fi rst-round 
NCAA tournament loss to 
Vermont, giving him 1,487 
points, 530 rebounds and 
416 assists in his career.  
 He is also the fi rst play-
er in program history to 
play in each of the team’s 
126 games over that span.
 “It’s a great honor to 
not only achieve what I 
did but what we did as a 
team,” Miles said. 

Continued on Page 6B

JFD netters welcome 22-5A championships
April 3-4 at Strawberry

Lady Horns unbeaten;
CB softball now at 5-2
 Intent on extending their  
runs well past the regular 
season, the Dobie and Clear 
Brook varsity softball pro-
grams appear on their way 
to achieving their goals.
 Bolstered by a 12-strike-
out, two-hit shutout of 
Memorial by senior Shan-
non O’Connor, Dobie now 
stands at 3-0 in the District 
22-5A fi eld with a big game 
against Deer Park coming 
April 3.
 Dobie and Deer Park are 
now both 3-0 after action 
March 27. The Lady Long-
horns pounded Sam Ray-
burn 12-0, while Deer Park 
handed Memorial a 3-0 set-
back.
 At 5-2, Clear Brook has 
fi nished the fi rst half of Dis-
trict 24-5A competition in 
third place. 
 Alvin is ahead of the 

pack at 7-0, with Pearland 
next at 6-1. Brook is next at 
5-2 with a huge home game 
coming March 30 against 
the Lady Oilers.
 In the 24-5A opener back 
on March 7, Clear Brook 
led Pearland 3-0 before the 
Lady Oilers stormed back 
to win the game 7-3.
 “We are working hard 
this week and getting pre-
pared for our second match- 
up with Pearland at home,” 
Brook head coach Ashley 
Pillow said. 
 “The girls and myself are 
extremely excited and are 
very confi dent that we can 
win that game.  We will have 
to play our best softball and 
eliminate errors that led to 
unearned runs last time we 
played them.”
 A win over Pearland will

Continued on Page 2B

At right, Tony Tieu and 
the rest of the Dobie 
varsity tennis team are 
preparing for the Dis-
trict 22-5A tournament 
as players will be vying 
for Region III berths.

Expires 4-12-12

The Easter Bunny The Easter Bunny 
will be herewill be here

Easter Sunday, Easter Sunday, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Bring your camera Bring your camera and take 
a picture a picture 

with the Easter Bunny!with the Easter Bunny!

ke kke 

Our Spring & Summer 
Menu is Here!

II Brothers PastaII Brothers Pasta
12123 Sabo Rd. • 281-922-1044

Featuring Summer Drinks & 
Wines, including 

Aranciata, La Diosa Sangria, 
Ruffi no Prosecco, Diseño Torrontes

New Salads! 
Caprese, Pasta, Greek with Artichoke

New Appetizers! 
Fried Calamari, Shrimp Cocktail

New Entrees! 
Shrimp Primavera, Fetuccini 
Mafalda, Pasta Putanesca, 

Chef’s Special

Dobie baseball back on track

Lady Horns’ soccer rolls on

 Emmitt Pitts ran his re-
cord to a perfect 7-0 on the 
mound, and Xavier Johnson 
blasted his fourth homer of 
the season as Dobie’s var-
sity baseball team routed 
Pasadena 14-0 March 27, at 
Maguire Field.
 Punishing the Eagles for 
the second time this season, 
the Longhorns successfully 

bounced back from a 16-3 
setback against Deer Park 
(see Page 6B).
 At 4-2, the Longhorns 
are tied with Memorial for 
second place in the District 
22-5A standings. Dobie will 
host the Mavericks Friday, 
March 30, at Dobie, with 
the fi rst pitch coming at 4 
p.m.

 Deer Park, at 6-0, has 
joined Dobie and Memorial 
as the three programs lead-
ing the pack for one of four 
available playoff spots.
 Although nine games re-
main in league action prior 
to the playoffs, Deer Park 
has emerged as the team to 
beat.

Continued on Page 6B

 Six different Dobie var-
sity girls’ soccer players 
scored goals on senior day, 
keeping the team’s train 

rolling with a 6-0 win over 
South Houston March 24, at 
Newcomb Field.
 At 7-1-1, the Lady 

Longhorns already know 
they will represent District 
22-5A as the second-place 
team when the postseason 
begins April 2-3.
 Dobie took on 22-5A 
champion Deer Park March 
28, after press time, to close 
out the regular season.
 Tanya Palomares, Brit-
tany Hernandez, Kayla 
Dokhani, Sharon San-
miguel, Kayla Williams and 
Malyn Nunez scored against 
South Houston.
 Goalkeeper Jackie Baade, 
a junior, earned the shutout 
in the nets with plenty of 
help from her defense.
  The locals won easily 
in front of their fans, which 
included a large group of 
family and friends of senior 
players Hernandez, Wil-
liams, Kendall Sifuentes, 
Erica Villarreal, Cynthia 
Avila and Maggie Silva, a 
former player turned team 
manager.
 “It was senior day for 
us, so we took some time to 
honor those kids who have 
dedicated themselves to this 
program,” Dobie head coach 
Bryan McDonald said. 
 “It’s always a special 
day for those kids and their 
families.”
 Dobie has now strung 
together six consecu-
tive playoff seasons
dating back to 2007 .

Varsity boys’ soccer

DP spoils Horns’ hopes
 Continuing to rule the 
standings in many team 
sports this season, Deer 
Park added another fi rst-
place trophy to its case, 
spoiling Dobie’s title hopes 
in varsity boys’ soccer along 
the way.
 The Deer, who defeated 
the Longhorns 2-0 with a 
pair of goals in the opening 
minutes in round one, this 
time scored two second- 
half goals to win the 22-5A 
crown with a 3-2 victory at 
Abshire Stadium in Deer 
Park.
 Dobie entered the game 
needing only a tie or a vic-
tory to win the champion-
ship, but it wasn’t to be.
 Dobie’s leading scorer, 
Jonathan Palma, played 
well, as did Carlos Rivas, 
who had an assist.
 With the loss, the Long-
horns ended the regular sea-
son with a 19-3-2 overall re-
cord. In 22-5A play, Dobie 
was 7-3 but lost three of its 
fi nal six games, including 
two at the feet of Deer Park. 

Dobie, once ranked in the 
top fi ve in the ESPN Rise 
Powerade national rank-
ings, must now regroup.
 Head coach Jesse Saave-
dra did not have a chance to 
see Beaumont West Brook 
in action this season. The 
Bruins drew Dobie after 
claiming third place in the 
District 21-5A standings.
 Coming off a trip to 
the Region III title game 
in 2011, Dobie began this 
season with a 12-0-2 start, 
including three tournament 
wins. But now the playoffs 

get under way, and the Re-
gion III berth at state is in 
the balance.
 Saavedra is clearly hop-
ing a veteran cast of players, 
including several who were 
also big-time contributors 
a season ago, will rise up 
once more.
 “This is the playoffs,” 
Saavedra said. “I have to 
hope that we shine once 
again. We have faced some 
of the state’s best teams this 
season and fared well. Obvi-
ously, we can do it again.”

Continued on Page 6B

 The heat is on as varsity 
tennis players from Dobie 
take on the rest of the com-
petition in District 22-5A 
with Region III tournament 
berths hanging in the bal-
ance.
 Beginning at 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday, April 3, at the 
Strawberry Tennis Center 
in Pasadena,  the 22-5A will 
get under way. Round of 16, 
quarterfi nal and semifi nal 
matches are set for the fi rst 
day.
 The fi nals and play-
back matches will be held 
Wednesday, April 4, at 

around 3:30 p.m. 
 Players competing in 
the boys’ and girls’ singles, 
boys’ and girls’ doubles and 
mixed doubles draws will 
take aim at one of the two 
available regionals seedings 
up for grabs.
 “I really believe we have 

a great shot to get some 
teams (on to regionals),” 
Dobie head coach Manuel 
Moreno Jr. said.
 “The key is winning that 
fi rst day and giving yourself 
a chance in the fi nals or the 
play-backs. You have to be 
ready to go from the fi rst 

moment you take the court, 
and I think our players will 
be ready.”
 Moreno admits the 
Longhorns do not pos-
sess the overall depth 
as seen in recent years, 
but he’s still optimistic

Continued on Page 2B

Kids Eat FREE on Tuesday, 10 & under, Kids Eat FREE on Tuesday, 10 & under, 
Limit 2 with 2 Adult EntreesLimit 2 with 2 Adult Entrees

Lunch Menu Monday-Friday 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.Lunch Menu Monday-Friday 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.

Happy Hour EverydayHappy Hour Everyday

3-7 p.m.3-7 p.m.

We Can Cater
Your

Special Event!

Gift
Certificates
Available!

99¢ Appetizers
Daily 3-7p.m.
@ Bar Only
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Majors’ Washington Nationals win SBHLL preseason tourney

The Washington Nationals, a major division team in the Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League, defeated fi ve opponents over two days to win the league’s preseason 
tournament title. In the championship game, the Nationals downed the Dodgers 
8-6 to claim the top trophies. Members of the team are, left to right, (front row) 

Conrad Hernandez, Jose Cruz, Jovan Correa, Nicholas Barrientes, Triston Gib-
son, (middle row) assistant coach Kenneth Scott, Jeremiah Gantt, Andrew Hino-
josa, Mattias Gallo, Gavin Machado, Manuel Martinez, Arthur Galvan, (back 
row) manger Carlos Gallo and head coach Lupe Galvan.

AAA Cardinals are preseason champions

The AAA Cardinals of the Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League got off to a great start, taking fi rst 
place in the league’s preseason tournament. Mem-
bers of the team are, left to right, (front row) Hunter 
Stevens, Dylan Villarreal, Joshua Perales, Alan Lo-
pez Jr, Tristan Soria, (middle row) Kaleb Baylis, Jo-

van Silva, Victor Garcia, Marquice Scott, Sebastian 
Mercedes, (back row) coach Blanca Olvera, manager 
Anthony Villarreal and coach Byron Scott. Not pic-
tured are Alec Johnson, a player, and coach Dustin 
Johnson

Preseason SBHLL title goes to coach pitch Rangers

The coach pitch Rangers played very well in opening the Sage-
mont-Beverly Hills Little League season with a fi rst-place show-
ing in the preseason tournament. Members of the team are, left 
to right, (front row) Jaydon Carter, Javien Carter, Aaron Guil-
len, Isaac Garcia, Jose Loza, Jr., (middle row) Santos Sanchez, 

Joshua Carter, Ayden Garcia, Daniel Zamorano, Alexander Gar-
cia, Alondra Dupre, manager Jason Carter, (back row) coaches 
Demond Carter, Rommel Garcia, Santos Sanchez, Jr. and Randy 
Garcia. 

T-Ball Red Sox claim preseason tournament

The T-Ball Red Sox are excited about the 2012 spring 
season in the Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League 
after winning the preseason tournament champion-
ship. Members of the team are, left to right, (front 
row) Jordan Tisnado, Hunter Jarvis, Joel Verella, 

Lady Longhorns VB to host 4-on-4 tourney
 The Dobie High School volleyball booster club will host a 4-on-4 fundraising 
tournament Wednesday, April 4, from 3 to 9 p.m. at the school. Any combination 
of boys’ and girls’ players may compete in the event for $40 per team. Each team 
is guaranteed a minimum of two matches in the double-elimination event.

Dobie baseball boosters to meet
 The Dobie Diamond Club, the Longhorns’ baseball booster organization, will 
host a parent meeting Wednesday, April 4, beginning at 7 p.m. in the athletics 
media room. For more information, call Gloria Sanchez at 713-303-9157 or Lisa 
Manriquez at 713-516-7539. 

SBGSA senior scholarships
 The South Belt Girls Softball Association is offering two $500 scholarships 
to former league players. One each will be awarded to a current Dobie and Clear 
Brook High School senior. Applications are now available at the respective 
schools. Applicants must note the following requirements: Must be a senior at 
J. Frank Dobie High School or Clear Brook High School with a 3.5 (on a 4.0 
scale) grade point average at the end of the fi rst semester of her senior year; 
must have played in the South Belt Girls Softball Association for a period of 
no less than three years; must have played for her respective high school for 
no less than her junior and senior years; must be planning to enroll in a four-year 
undergraduate school or a two-year junior college for the fall 2012 semester, which fol-
lows high school graduation; must submit application and one-page, typed essay 
detailing how competing in the SBGSA made the person more well-rounded as a 
student-athlete in the community. Applications must be postmarked by April 16, 
2012, for consideration. For more information, applicants may direct email to 
the league at southbeltgirlssoftball@live.com. Applicants are asked to mail the 
required documents to the league at South Belt Girls Softball Association, Attn: 
Scholarship Committee, P.O. Box 751591, Houston, Texas, 77275.

SBAST sets registration
 The South Belt Area Swim Team will host registration for the 2012 spring/sum-
mer season at the Ashley Pointe pool Thursday, March 29, from 6 to 8 p.m. Partici-
pants must be able to swim the length of the pool unassisted in order to be eligible 
to join the team. Practice will begin Monday, April 30, at Ashley Pointe pool. The 
full fee and practice schedule is available online at www.sbast.org. Those wishing to 
register online may do so via the team website.

SJC women’s hoops tryouts
 San Jacinto College women’s basketball coach Eric Taylor will oversee an 
open tryout for openings on the team Saturday, April 14, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
in Nichols Gymnasium on the North campus, 5800 Uvalde in Houston. Players 
trying out will be required to pay a $20 processing fee. For more information, 
visit sanjacsports.com.

Local sports news, notes

A grand slam!

Alex Hernandez, an 11-year-old playing for the 
Major Dodgers  in the Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League, opened his 2012 spring season with 
a grand slam on Thursday, March 22.  With team-
mates Gavin Pederson, Seth Barber and Nick Gay-
tan on base, Hernandez blasted the ball out of 
the park for his fi rst-ever grand slam during the 
league’s preseason tournament.  He homered again 
the next evening as the Dodgers went on to fi nish 
second in the tournament.

Ashton Bishop, Jarvis Soloman, (middle row)  Cruz 
Torres, Raydin Garcia, Desmond Etentne,  Tavin 
Stormer,  Jarret Lopez, (back row)  Chase Bishop, 
Terry Stormer and  Jarvis Soloman.

 As part of San Jacinto 
College’s 50th anniversary 
celebration, the baseball 
team will recognize former 
players at its Golden Anni-
versary celebration games 
Saturday, April 28.
 Former head coach and 
current Rice University 
head coach, Wayne Gra-
ham, will throw out the fi rst 
pitch. 
 Graham won fi ve nation-
al titles while at San Jacinto 
College and was recently 
inducted into the College 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 
 First pitch in the double-
header against Alvin Com-
munity College is set for 1 
p.m., but festivities will be-

Hey SBHLL players,
Good luck this season
on the baseball fi elds!

gin at 12:30 p.m. 
 The public is invited 
to attend, and the fi rst 250 
people will receive a free T-
shirt or cap.
 Free festivities for the 
day include pony rides, face 
painting, and a moonwalk 
for the kids; food (hot dogs, 
barbecue sandwiches and 
Cracker Jacks); giveaways; 
and a disc jockey. 
 Baseball alumni and 
former players will be rec-
ognized in between games. 
The college will also award 
one $500 scholarship to a 
lucky student.
 Former San Jacinto Col-
lege baseball players inter-
ested in attending should 

complete the form at www.
sanjac.edu/baseball-alumni.
 Information about the 
college’s 50th anniversary 
can be found at www.san-
jac.edu/anniversary. For 
more information about 
San Jacinto College athlet-
ics, visit www.sanjacsports.
com. 
 The baseball team plays 
its home games at J.R. Har-
rison Field on the SJC North 
Campus, located at 5800 
Uvalde Road in Houston. 
 Home games can be 
heard live online, powered 
by Legacy Sports Network, 
the offi cial Internet radio 
broadcast partner of San Jac 
athletics.

SJC baseball invites former players

Dobie tennis takes swings at district
Continued from Page 1B
that he will accompany sev-
eral Longhorns to regionals 
down the road.
 Moreno will turn to 
Claudius Schmid and Kevin 
Nguyen in boys’ singles. 

Both players are coming 
off great performances at 
the Beachcomber Classic, 
where Nguyen won the 
boys’ B singles and Schmid 
reached the boys’ A singles 
quarterfi nals.

 In boys’ doubles at dis-
trict, Tony Tieu and Ruben 
Vargas will team up, and 
the Horns’ other squad will 
be Shaun Bui and Austin 
Nguyen.
 Dobie’s girls’ singles 
players will be Melanie 
Thompson and Yvette Alba, 
while Van Le and Vanessa 
Vu along with Alexa Nguy-
en and Tina Nguyen will vie 
in the girls’ doubles.
 The mixed doubles 
groupings will include ei-
ther Stefania Rangel or 
Stephanie Vu teaming with 
Michael Du and Osaka 
Heng joining Phillip Nguy-
en.
 “I can see our two dou-
bles teams facing one an-
other in the fi nals,” Moreno 

said. “Again, it’s about 
being consistent and play-
ing each point for what it’s 
worth and realizing that 
each point counts.
 “I also wanted to give as 
many of our seniors as pos-
sible a chance to play. This 
is their last shot to advance 
to regionals as Dobie Long-
horns.”
 Leading up to district, 
Moreno put his players 
through their paces, includ-
ing a lot of conditioning 
work. 
 Because the Houston area 
has experienced a spike in 
warm, humid temperatures,  
players have been forced to 
adjust quickly.
 In additon to that, players 
will have to be ready to go 

the distance. In most spring 
matches, the players have 
competed  in super sets, or 
the fi rst to win eight games, 
advances. At district, play-
ers will compete in best-of-
three sets.
 “Conditioning is huge 
for everybody at this time 
of year,” Moreno said.
 “It just happens to be that 
we have seen the heat come 
back into the picture now. 
Our conditioning needed 
to improve, and I think we 
have done that.”
 In the end, Moreno ex-
pects things to play out 
well. The boys’ squads and 
perhaps the mixed doubles 
pairs hold the best chances, 
but the girls’ singles could 
also emerge just in time for 
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      THINK
 MONEY
THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll save 

money!
sell...
you’ll 
make 

money!

Call Today
281-481-5656

CALENDAR

Continued on Page 4B

THURSDAY, MARCH 29
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke’s Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 
11011 Hall Road, offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. 
and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of 
the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 281-484-1397 or 
by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Pasadena Gulf Coast Art Society – Monthly meetings held the 
last Thursday of each month in the Community Room at Pasadena 
Town Square Mall.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays 
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, MARCH 30
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous – The 
ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club in 
Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program 
of hope, healing and recovery for people who grew up in alcoholic 
or dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 281-286-1431.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Genealogical Society – Meets the last Friday of each 
month at University Baptist Church, 16106 Middlebrook Drive 
in Clear Lake. Coffee and socializing is at 6:30 and the meeting 
begins at 7 p.m. For more information, visit www.TxBayAreaGen.
org.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

SATURDAY, MARCH 31
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – Saturday at 7:30 a.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

9 a.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Saturday at 
9 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons whose 
lives are affected by someone who is addicted. Each Saturday 
morning at 11 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 

1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.
Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the Westminster 
Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Refreshments 
provided. For more information, contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-
5675 or visit www.frontiersquares.com.

SUNDAY, APRIL 1
10 a.m.

Kirkwood South Christian Church – Holy Week begins - Palm 
Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved one. 
Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas 
from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more information, call 281-487-8787.

6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – For persons who are trying to over-
come drug addition. Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference 
Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, APRIL 2
9 a.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for 
a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at the IHOP on Fuqua 
from 6 to 9 p.m. All who enjoy the game or want to learn to play are 
invited to join. For more information, call 281-488-2923.

6:30 p.m.
New Directions Singles Club – New Directions Singles support 
meetings for ages 55 and up are held each Monday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Webster Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway in Webster. 
For further information, call Linda at 409-392-6886 or Carolynn at 
281-340-2354.
Civil Air Patrol Meeting – Weekly at Ellington Field in the Civil Air 
Patrol Building. Call 281-484-1352 and leave a message for more 
information.

7 p.m.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every 
Monday from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 
E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a spouse 
or other loved one are invited to participate. For information, call 
Betty Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, APRIL 3
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Local NARFE Meeting – The National Association of Retired 
Federal Employees, Chapter 1321, meets the first Tuesday of each 
month in the Clear Lake Community Center, 5001 NASA Parkway. 
A meal will be available for $6. For more information, call Bob 
Mitchell at 281-333-2881.

Sports Calendar
SOFTBALL

Friday, March 30
Dobie varsity vs. South Houston, PISD, 6:30
Brook varsity hosts Pearland, 6:30
Dobie JV vs. South Houston, PISD, 5:00
Brook JV hosts Pearland, 5:00

Tuesday, April 3
Dobie varsity hosts Deer Park, PISD, 6:30
Brook varsity at Dickinson, 6:30
Dobie JV hosts Deer Park, PISD, 5:00
Brook varsity at Dickinson, 5:00

Thursday, April 5
Dobie varsity hosts Pasadena, PISD, 6:30
Brook varsity at Alvin, 6:30
Dobie JV hosts Pasadena, PISD, 5:00
Brook JV at Alvin, 5:00

BASEBALL
Thursday, March 29

Brook varsity at Pearland, 7:00
Brook JV hosts Pearland, 7:00
Brook sophomores host Pearland, 4:30

Friday, March 30
Dobie varsity hosts Memorial, 4:00

Saturday, March 31
Brook varsity hosts Dickinson, 1:00
Brook JV at Dickinson, 1:00
Dobie JV hosts Memorial, noon
Brook sophomores at Dickinson, 11 a.m.
Dobie sophomores at Memorial, 4:00

Monday, April 2
Brook JV at Alvin, 4:30
Brook sophomores at Alvin, 7:00

Tuesday, April 3
Brook varsity hosts Alvin, 7:00
Dobie varsity vs. Rayburn, Maguire, 4:00
Dobie JV vs. Rayburn, PISD complex, 7:00
Dobie sophomores vs. Rayburn, PISD complex, 4:00

Thursday, April 5
Brook varsity at Clear Creek, 7:00
Dobie varsity hosts S. Houston, Dobie, 4:00
Brook JV hosts Clear Creek, 4:30
Dobie JV at South Houston, 4:00
Brook sophomores host Clear Creek, 7:00
Dobie sophomores vs. S. Houston, PISD complex, 4:30

TENNIS
Tuesday, April 3

Dobie varsity at District 22-5A championships, TBA

Wednesday, April 4
Dobie varsity at District 22-5A championships, TBA

LSA’s Sharp picks ETB volleyball

Lutheran South Academy senior volleyball player Kolby Sharp (seated center) 
will continue her education and playing career at East Texas Baptist Univer-
sity after signing a letter of intent. Those with her at the signing included, left 
to right, (seated) Brenda Sharp (mother), Mitchell Sharp (father), (standing) 
Rob Psencik (LSA athletic director) and  Geoff Stresman (LSA head volleyball 
coach). As a senior, Kolby Sharp helped lead the Lady Pioneers to the Texas 
Association of Private and Parochial Schools Division 4 state tournament.  She 
has been selected to play in the TAPPS all-star volleyball game in San Antonio 
on June 9.

Lady Dream Team repeats as basketball champions

The Lady Dream Team won the 11-12 year old Pasadena Parks 
and Recreation girls’ basketball championship for the second 
year in a row.  The locals went against an undefeated opponent 
in the title game but came away with a 17-16 win. Members of 
the team are, left to right, (front row) De’Janee Dykes, Yvonne 

Whaley, (second row) Jocelyn Thompson, Yelena Cleckley, 
Ellyssa Manriquez, Brooklyn Balderas, Mariana Otero, (back 
row) coach Esmeralda Whaley, Jacquelyne Garcia, Alexis Oses, 
I’Yana Medlock, Tylar Dortch, Brieza Guerrero and coach Traci 
Thompson

Nightmare select baseball captures second 

The Nightmare 9-under select baseball team placed 
second at the Spring Break Blast in Cypress, Texas 
after reaching the championship game. Members of 
the team are, left to right, (front row) Mario Irachete, 
Kyle Redmon, Matthew Deleon, Manuel DelaFuente, 

Danny Sanchez, Jonathon Leal, (middle row) Micha 
Walker, Michael Moreno, Andrew Perez, Marcello 
Merced, Johnathan Esparza, (back row) manager 
Danny Segundo and coaches Craig Redmon and 
Raul Lopez.

Brook bowling team advances to state competition
 The Clear Brook High 
School boys’ bowling team 
advanced to the state tour-
nament, using a clutch per-
formance at the regional 
competition to do so.
 Battling against school 
programs from the Goose 
Creek and Fort Bend ISDs, 
the Wolverines were vying 
to reach state.
 In the end, the boys’ team 
came up with a score of 222 
to qualify for the state meet. 

The members of the team 
included Hunter Bleicher, 
Dirk Bleicher, D.J. Casas, 
Patrick Connell, Kerry Vin-
cent, Leo Bartos, Andrew 
Taylor and Ernest Razo. 
 Razo and Kelly Lu also 
competed at regionals as in-
dividuals. 
 Neither qualifi ed for 
the state competition, yet 
bowled exceptionally well.  
 They were later selected 
as members of the all-dis-

trict team.
 “Our kids have been 
working extremely hard,” 
said Clear Brook head 
coach Roxanne Casas.
 “We are the only program 
from within the Clear Creek 
Independent School District 
to reach regionals and state 
this season.
 “They deserve credit and 
a great deal of support for 
what they have done this 
season.”

 At the state competi-
tion, the Wolverines did not 
advance to the fi nal trophy 
round despite solid, 200 and 
above games from several 
players.
 Casas pointed out that 
just 36 of the state’s 171 
teams advanced to the state 
meet, making the 2012 sea-
son a great one within the 
Clear Brook program.
 “Reaching state is defi -
nitely something to be 

proud of alone,” Casas said. 
“These kids put in the hard 
work and were determined 
to make state. 
 “Everyone associated 
with the Clear Brook High 
School program is proud 
of what this great group of 
bowlers accomplished.”

Third baseman Chelsea Bennett has been part of a 
solid defense that has lifted the San Jacinto College 
program to great heights this season.

First-place San Jac softball sweeps Blinn
 Roughly two-thirds of the 
way through the season, the 
San Jacinto College softball 
team continues to pass each 
test with fl ying colors.
 The nation’s ninth-
ranked team completed a 
sweep of No. 10 Blinn with 
a dramatic 5-4 victory in 

Brenham March 21, seizing 
control of the Region XIV 
standings.
 San Jacinto, which hosted 
an important doubleheader 
March 28, after press time, 
against second-place Alvin, 
is now 30-5 overall.
 The locals swept defend-

ing Region XIV champion 
Blinn in a pair of one-run 
games, 4-3 in the opener 
and 5-4 in the nightcap.
 San Jacinto led the sec-
ond game 4-0 in the bottom 
of the seventh inning before 
Blinn rallied to tie things. 
But San Jac put a run across 
in the top of the eighth in-
ning to win.
 “To Blinn’s credit, they 
came back and tied the 
game with four runs,” San 
Jacinto head coach Kelly 
Saenz said.
 “We came back and won 
a big game late, and that’s 
really what we’ve been able 
to do all season.”
 At 8-0 entering the se-
ries against 6-2 Alvin, San 
Jacinto leads Region XIV 
with still 14 conference 
games remaining.
 No trophies have been 
handed out just yet, but it’s 
clear this San Jacinto team 
is special.
 “We’ve talked about not 
playing to the expectations 
of anybody and just going 
out and playing our game,” 
Saenz said.
 “At the start of confer-
ence I asked the players to 
just go out to the practices 
and games with the expec-
tation of getting better every 
day. So far, we have done 
that. Those were two great 

games that could have gone 
either way against Blinn. 
We caught some breaks and 
they didn’t, but that’s soft-
ball.”
 Moving forward, there 
will be little focus on the 
team’s No. 9 ranking in the 
latest National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association 
poll or the team’s gorgeous 
record. Instead, it’s about 
getting better each day.
 The formula also has 
remained the same. Pitch-
ers Alexis Estrada, Shan-
non Millman and Brooke 
Dubois have been terrifi c 
for the most part.
 Offensively, Candyce 
Carter, Jaclyn Bechtle, Ash-
ley Noak, Dubois and others 
have stayed hot at the plate 
and have come through with 
numerous clutch hits.
 “Obviously, there is some 
talent on this team. But 
there’re also of the mind set 
that they simply don’t want 
to lose. 
 “They handle the in-
game pressure and the 
things that come with being 
in close games. It should be 
exciting to see how things 
come out.”
 After playing on the road 
March 30, at Coastal Bend, 
San Jacinto will host Baton 
Rouge in a nonconference 
series April 4. 
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Looking to sell 
or lease your home?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-

Ellington Leader's weekly 

Real Estate section!

11555 Beamer

281-481-5656

SERVICES

LOST & FOUND

LEADER READERS

REAL ESTATE

The South Belt-

Ellington Leader 

urges all readers to exercise 
caution when responding to 

any ads where there may 
be an exchange of 

personal information.281-481-5656

11555 Beamer           

281-481-5656

k
karmalennon designs

281-309-7375

LAWN & GARDEN

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

Visit us online @ www.southbeltleader.com

Need Help Around 

The Offi ce?
Let the Leader advertise your 
job openings! Just bring your 

ads to our offi ce by noon 
Tuesday or use the 

mail slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer

281-481-5656

UPDATE

HELP WANTED
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22
Business - 25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Leader Reader Ads
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22

Business - 25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292832-768-6292

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY !

?????

STORAGE
BOATS, RV’s, CARS

• Concrete floors 
•  Electricity •  Water 

25’ stall - $65
30’ stall - $80

713-943-7172
11502 Dumas

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 3B

TUESDAY, APRIL 3
1 p.m.

Trailmixers – Meets the first Tuesday of the month at the Luby’s Cafeteria on 
Fuqua. Former and current employees of J. Frank Dobie High School are welcome 
for lunch and conversation.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, an old-time 
kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 
5 p.m. 204 S. Main. For information, call 713-472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech therapy from 1:30 
to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation Center, 4021 Brookhaven, 
Pasadena. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

2 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the Beverly Hills 
Community Center, 10201 Kingspoint, from 2 to 4 p.m. For information, call 
Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Clear Lake Toastmasters Club – Meets at the Clear Lake Church of Christ, 938 El 
Dorado Blvd. Call Jerry Tate at 281-481-5417 for information.

7 p.m.
St. Luke's Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 
281-484-1397 or by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Tuesday 
and Sunday from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Wednesday at 10 a.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just 
drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets at 11:30 a.m. on the first and third 
Wednesday of the month. Meetings are held at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf 
Freeway (Fuqua and I-45). For information, call Monica Montoya at 281-794-5531.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 5 p.m. at First 
Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, Pearland. Visit www.hapson-
line.org for a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – The free group meets the first Wednesday of each 
month in the third floor classrooms 3 and 4 of Bayshore Medical Center, 4000 
Spencer Hwy.  in Pasadena. For more information, call 713-944-4782 or 713-266-
6400.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center – Domestic violence sup-
port group for male survivors meets each Wednesday at 210 S. Walnut off 
NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for information. Participants may join at any time 
as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
DivorceCare Group - CT Church – DivorceCare Group meetings are held at CT 
Church, 9701 Almeda Genoa Road, every Wednesday evening from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
in Room #1201. The support group is for separated and divorced individuals. Child 
care is provided. For more information, call 713-944-4815, email divorcecare@
ctchurch.tv, or visit http://ctchurch.tv/ministries.html#17.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – The Southeast Houston group meets the 
first and third Wednesday of each month. The group offers support and coping skills 
in a non-threatening environment to adult individuals who have lost a loved one to 
suicide. For information on registration or to obtain a physical address for a location, 
call 713-533-4500 or visit www.crisishotline.org.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center  – Confidential domestic 
violence support group for women meets every week. For information, call 281-
338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturningpoint.com. BATP is located at 210 S. Walnut 
off NASA Parkway between Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis 
hotline is 281-286-2525.

7:17 p.m.
Grandparents Acting As Parents – Grandparents Acting As Parents, a support 
group for grandparents or relatives who are raising or helping to raise kin children, 
meets the first Wednesday of each month from 7:17 to 8:30 p.m. at Sagemont 
Church, Room 111. For information, call 281-481-8965 or 281-481-7133.

THURSDAY, APRIL 5
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from noon to 1 p.m. at 
Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke's Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 
281-484-1397 or by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Diabetes Support Group – A support group for young adults with diabetes. All sub-
jects are open for discussion: new technologies, research advances, fears, phobias, 
dating and other personal matters. Meets the first Thursday of each month at 1315 
St. Joseph Parkway #1705, Medical Place One. Contact Dan Steiner, CDE, at 713-
756-8536 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Kirkwood South Christian Church – Maundy Thursday. Worship service begins 
at 7 p.m., Cantata: Part 1.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday of each month at Barnes 
and Noble at Bay Area Boulevard and the Gulf Freeway. Newcomers are welcome. 

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

LOTS FOR SALE:
Bar-X Ranch, Eagle Lake.

Selling 2 lots together, $11,500 ea.
Call Ann at 713-269-5282

South Belt-Ellington Leader
Leader Reader Ads
25 Words $8 for 1 week
or 25 Words for 3 Weeks $21
no changes, no refunds.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX 77089

After Hours: Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

EXPERT TRIMMING, 
SHAPING, REMOVAL 

& PLANTING
 Licensed & Insured 

Free Estimates

AADDRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

No Job Too Small!

Call For Information

Graduates, when 
looking for graduation 
announcements, look 
close to home first!

Front Office & Biller
for Medical Office at MHSE
E-clinicals experience required.

Good benefits.
Fax resume to:  

281-990-8351

Reasonable
Dependable

25 Years Experience
sandra.waldrop@yahoo.com

Supplies Furnished
References Available

CALL Sandra
281-773-3990

House Cleaning
Cleaning Done by Owner

Advertise!
281-481-5656

Busy Local Insurance Firm has an opening 
for part-time bilingual marketing 
assistant. Call Offi ce Manager at 
281-619-2821 for more details

Ms. Janet’s Children of 
the Future Childcare 

and Learning Center is

NOW HIRING!
Hughes Location • 281-484-2376
• Full-time Infant/Toddler Teacher
• Part-time After-school Teacher

Scarsdale Location • 281-464-2366
• Full-time Infant/Toddler Teacher

League City Location • 281-538-5310
• Full-time Infant/Toddler Floater

• Cook

Bill Cole & Associates is now accepting
applications for 

LIFEGUARDS
Summer Employment

for applications & class times go to
www.BCAPools.com

281-648-3349

FOUND!FOUND! Red longhair Dachshund.Red longhair Dachshund.
Found Saturday nearFound Saturday near

Cokesbury UnitedCokesbury United
Methodist Church.Methodist Church.

Female, spayed.Female, spayed.
Call Tracey,Call Tracey,

832-578-2677832-578-2677

AUCTION
ON APRIL 7, 2012, one ‘99 
Johnson Motor SER#G04678539 
will be sold at Public Sale at Texas 
Wrecker Service 3017 Dupont, 
Pasadena, TX, 77503 for storage 
charges due.  Sale to start at 10 
a.m. and cash only. 3-29

AUTOMOTIVE
FOR SALE: ‘84 BLAZER 4X4, not 
running, & ‘93 GMC Safari van, 
needs transmission work. Fix or 
use for parts. Both vehicles for 
$1,500 as is OBO. Please call 
832-526-7269 or email jnr520@
sbcglobal.net for photos. TF

COMPUTER
COMPUTER PROFESSIONAL 
Repairs and Upgrades. Free diag-
nostics, exper t virus 
removal,affordable backup, new 
and rebuilt computers. Deal with a 
technician, not a salesman. Call 
Harry, 713-991-1355 4-12
SOUTHBELT - Data-Systems - 
Hard Drive Data Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, Suite 
120, 281-922-4160. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com. TF

GARAGE SALE
10003 SAGEMARK DR. Sat., Mar. 
31. Multi-family garage sale. Tools, 
computer etc., filing cabinet, office 
equips, fabric, walker, small furni-
ture, odds & ends. 3-29
6043 BEAR TRACK LN. Pasadena, 
77505. Fri., Mar. 30, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
ESTATE SALE! Gas stove, clothes, 
art, couch, loveseat, lamps, scoot-
er, chandeliers, glassware, furni-
ture. 3-29
10326 SAGEBERRY. Fri. & Sat., 
Mar. 30 & 31, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Dining 
room table, jeans, boots, movies, 
books, toys, children’s boy’s 
clothes, teen girl’s clothes and 
shoes, household items, holiday 

decor. 3-29
10814 SAGEYORK. Sat., Mar. 31, 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Benefits Relay for 
Life Cancer Walk. Four families, 
clothing, kitchen stuff, fan, TV, 
scrubs, shoes, etc. 3-29

HEALTH
LOVING HOME CARE for elderly 
or child care. References. 
Sagemont resident 35 yrs. Call 
Nita, home 281-481-6156, cell 
281-451-4214. 3-29
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED on 
the job or in an automobile acci-
dent? The company doctor or 
insurance company doctor is not 
your doctor. He works for the  
company. In Texas you get to 
choose your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free con-
sultation. 281-481-1623. I will work 
for you. I have been relieving back 
and neck pain for South Belt fami-
lies for over 30 years. I want to be 
your chiropractor. TF

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: WANT A Professional 
career? Haul flatbed/OD loads for 
Trinity Logistics Group! Earn $.40-
.50 cpm! CDL-A w/2 yrs. exp. 
EEO/AA. Call 800-533-7862 4-5

MISCELLANEOUS
OPEN NOW! NEW FLEA MKT.! 
7505 Beltway 8. Call for more 
information, 832-613-4042.  
Wanted: vendors and customers! 
Hours, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Sat. & Sun.  
 3-29

PETS
FREE KITTENS! 8 weeks old. 
9810 Sagelake Ln., call or come 
by! 281-997-7751 3-29
FOR SALE: PRECIOUS POM 
Puppies, 12 wks., 2 males & 1 
female. $300, 281-704-2227 4-12

REAL ESTATE
FOR LEASE: KIRKMONT SUBD. 
4 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car detached 
garage. Newly renovated, new tile, 
carpet, AC, insulation and more. 
Corner lot, easy access to Beltway 

8 & I-45. Moore Elem., Beverly 
Hills Int., Dobie High. $1,200 
monthly, $900 security dep. with 
one year lease.  281-754-3220  
 3-29
FOR LEASE: 3-2-2 on cul-de-sac, 
fenced yard, Scarsdale, $1,175/
mo., $300 deposit, first & last. 832-
978-4201 4-26

SERVICE
MEDICAL HEALTH CAREGIVER. 
Will help care for your loved one 
24/7 with light cooking & cleaning. 
832-366-6588 4-5
IF YOUR ELDERLY LOVED ONE 
needs help with personal care, 
please call 832-794-5223 4-5
SEWING & ALTERATION for men, 
women & home fashions. 
Experienced seamstress. Call 
Karen, 713-943-7935 TF
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $22
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  A/C 

CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Repairs

Additions • Pool Fill-ins • Etc.
WE ARE INSURED

Office 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us
We also do hauling.

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

★★★★★

★★★★★

See

Additional 

SERVICE

and

LAWN &

GARDEN

Ads on

Page 4B

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Pressure Washing

• Hardy Plank Installation
• Fencing

References Available
Free Estimates

281-773-3991 • 281-481-0428

Marcus Gonzales 
Construction

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed 

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

              
• Room Additions • Concrete Drives 
• Decks • Patios • Kitchen & Bath 
• Home Maintenance • Floorings 

 •Hardy Board • 
All “Honey Do’s” list

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley
’76 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Great
 Prices!

281-481-9683

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

DECK TECH FENCES
www.DeckTechFences.com

832-297-3339
99% of our fences withstood Hurricane Ike

X
Complete Building Maintenance

Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

 TECL# 2567

Master Electrician - Call Joe @
713-302-5742

6

Let the Leader 
help you 
with your 
advertising!

Call Today! 
281-481-56566

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Small Jobs Preferred

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 281-488-3361

JIM GREEN REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Custom Cabinets • Patio Covers • Doors • Trim • Etc.

Serving South Belt for 30 Years
281-642-4340      Free Estimates

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

Call for A/C Check Up                           

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351

GET IT TODAY!

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

www.southbeltairandheat.com

CAVAZOS
PLUMBING

Serving & Saving 
Your Community

for 18 Years

A-Rated on Angie’s List
281-692-1684 MPL #18439

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

• SHEET ROCK • ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

BATHROOM REMODELING
WATER DAMAGE REPAIR

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

SHEETROCK SPECIALIST 
REPAIR CRACKS & ANY TYPE OF DAMAGE, 

MATCH ANY TEXTURE & PAINTING

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR • REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
• PLUMBING • FOUNDATION PROBLEMS
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

HAYDEN AIR & HEATHAYDEN AIR & HEAT
Now is the time to take advantage of reduced prices!

License #TACLB4351C
281-481-3914

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!ASK ABOUT 

ASK ABOUT 

ATTIC INSULATIoN
ATTIC INSULATIoN

NO OVERTIME 
NO OVERTIME 

CHARGE!CHARGE!

INTEREST-FREE 
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING 
FINANCING AVAILABLE WAC

AVAILABLE WAC

Ask About 
Centerpoint Energy

REBATES
Up to $1200

Factory Rebate (Ask for Details) or

12 Months Interest-
Free Financing

with Approved Credit, with Coupon, 
Limit One Coupon Per Customer. 

Exp. 11-15-11

www.southbeltleader.com

?????

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

J&M SERVICE CO.
A Complete Service Company

Since 1983
Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels
 ★ CERAMIC TILE ★ TUB & SHOWER
 ★ WOOD FLOORS    CONVERSIONS
 ★ GRANITE ★ MEET ADA STANDARDS
 ★ CULTURED MARBLE ★ SAFETY GRIP BARS
 ★ PLUMBING ★ COMPLETE REMODELS

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

713-530-0833
Located in the South Belt area  

Johnny Gibbs           TECL# 19197

Lighthouse Electric

See Additional 
SERVICE and 

LAWN & GARDEN 
Ads on Page 4B

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS
Repair & Remodeling

Guaranteed Quality Work • Bonded & Insured
Flood Damage & Insurance Claims

281-484-8121
ROOFING - HARDI-PLANK - SHEETROCK - CONCRETE - KITCHENS

PAINTING - BATHROOMS - CARPENTRY - POWER WASHING - FLOORS

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner,

Office Manager

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

NOW SELLING PRE-OWNED APPLIANCES
• washers • dryers • refrigerators • more!

NEW & USED APPLIANCE PARTS
9125 Airport Blvd. E3

For sales & parts, 713-909-5240

We service all major 
home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

SAME DAY SERVICE

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone you can trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models

ATTENTION!!  Did you recently receive a letter promising a furnace for 
“NO CHARGE?”  Call us after getting your quote with furnace at “NO CHARGE.”  

Without knowing the price you were quoted, we will quote the same system 
and see if it was really “NO CHARGE.”

TACLB002755C

It Is Time For A 
Furnace Checkup!

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

Oup Professional Servies Now IncludeOup Professional Servies Now Include
 Air Conditioning Air Conditioning

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill MPL 20628, TACLA 17658C

www.airstream-acservice.com
Lic.TACL23730E

Free Estimate   281-481-6308

$10 OFF A/C Check-up
Limited to South Belt-Ellington area. For a limited time.

Airstream
A/C & HEAT

*Roofi ng
*Siding
*Painting
*Driveways

*Fencing
*Sheetrock Work
*Kitchen-Bathrooms
*Tile

*Room Additions
FREE ESTIMATESAlvaro 832-752-4959

Monroy Roofi ng
& Remodeling

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIALRERRRRR

• All Plumbing Service & Gas Installation & Repairs
• Water Heaters & Tankless Heaters
• Drain Cleaning & Sewer Line Repair
• Re-pipes & Re-models Repair
• Water Softener Filtration Systems

Commercial Residential

Wood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Laminate • Granite

832-236-4898
mayo2002@sbcglobal.net

When Quality Counts! • Est. 1996 • SB area resident
FREE ESTIMATES • OWNER OPERATED • FULLY INSURED

Mayo Flooring

60 MONTHS 0% APR
FINANCING AVAILABLE
WITH APPROVED CREDITCREDIT

281.485.6383281.485.6383
TACLB26867E

www.jmsairandheat.com



Page 6, Section B, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, March 29, 2012

Anthony Miles (1) scored14 points in his fi nal game in a Lamar Universityuni-
form, a 71-59 loss to Vermont during the fi rst round of the NCAA tournament. 
The senior combo guard will leave his name in the Cardinals’ recordbooks as 
the only player to register at least 1,400 points, 500 rebounds and 400 assists in 
a playing career.                                                              Lamar University athletics 

Prior to Dobie’s varsity girls’ soccer game March 24 at Newcomb Field, the 
coaching staff honored the senior class for their contributions to the program. 
The Lady Longhorns’ seniors include, left to right, (front row) Tanya Palo-
mares, Kayla Williams, Kendall Sifuentes, (back row) Maggie Silva (team man-
ager), Michelle Hernandez, head coach Bryan McDonald, Erica Villarreal and 
Cynthia Avila.                                                                               GaryWPhotos.com

Brook grad lands notable spot in Lamar U. hoops history
Continued from Page 1B
 When Miles arrived 
on the Lamar campus for 
the 2008-2009 season, he 
aimed to continue his scor-
ing magic that made him 
famous at Clear Brook.
 Yet then head coach 
Steve Roccaforte had other 
plans. Having seen Miles’ 
all-around ability and look-
ing at the same time to fi ll a 
need, Roccaforte moved the 
6-foot-1-inch Miles to point 
guard.
 “It was a transition for 
me for sure, but it’s all 
about watching, learning, 
listening and getting better,” 
Miles said.
 “You have to put in the 
practice time. Playing point 
guard and basically being 
the general of your team is 
not an easy job, but it was 
mine, and I knew what I had 
to do.
 “If I wanted to be a good 
point guard and keep my 
spot, I was going to have to 
get better and better. It’s all 
about working at it.”
 The Cardinals made the 
Southland Conference tour-
nament during Miles’ fi rst 
two seasons but then took 
a step back in 2010-2011. 
After the season, university 
offi cials announced Rocca-
forte would not return.
 In came Pat Knight, the 
former head coach at Texas 
Tech University and the son 
of college basketball coach-
ing legend Bobby Knight.
 Miles had thrived in his 
role at point guard over 

the three years, racking up 
nearly 275 assists, 370 re-
bounds and 979 points over 
that span.
 Knight fi gured he could 
get more from his senior 
point guard, and he was 
right on the money. As a 
senior, Miles averaged 14.5 
points per game, fi nish-
ing with a career high 508 
points.
 Miles was a Southland 
Conference all-tournament 
selection for the fi rst time 
this season following La-
mar’s NCAA tournament 
berth-clinching 70-49 win 
over McNeese State.
 Now that it’s all over, 
Miles has had time to re-
fl ect.
 “In high school you al-
ways dream of getting a 
scholarship and having 
the chance to compete at 
the collegiate level,” Miles 
said.
 “But it’s more than that. 
It’s a job. It’s an honor. It’s 
an obligation. Playing in 
126 straight games was not 
easy at all, but you have to 
challenge yourself.  
 “Once you learn the way 
of the program, it’s about 
doing it over and over again. 
The aches and pains and the 
wear and tear on your body 
are all worth it when you 
put the work in.”
 As for his experience on 
and off the court at Lamar, 
Miles said he cannot imag-
ine having played anywhere 
else.
 “I was shown a lot of 

love and support here from 
our fans, the coaches and 
the instructors,” he said. “If 
I had it to do all over again, 
I would choose Lamar and 
go through four more years 
of it. This is the place for 
me.”
 But of course Miles can-
not do it all over again, and 
he is prepared for the next 
chapter – no matter what 
comes next.
 He will graduate this 
summer with a degree in 
kinesiology. One day he 
hopes to become a personal 
trainer with an emphasis on 
working with up-and-com-
ing basketball players.
 In the immediate future, 
Miles wants to keep play-
ing. He plans to retain an 
agent with the hopes of get-
ting an invite to a couple of 
NBA pre-draft camps. If 
that doesn’t work out, per-
haps there are chances to 
play overseas.
 Miles is intent on giving 
back to others, including his 
mother, Monica Rhodes, 
who made sure a basketball 
found his hands at the age 
of 3.
 “You have to dream, but 
then you also have to put 
your all into it,” Miles said.
 “I was motivated in col-
lege because I wanted to get 
my education and wanted to 
become the best basketball 
player I could be.” 
 Just check the record-
books at Lamar University. 
It appears Miles indeed was 
the best he could be.

First-round playoff games on tap

Continued from Page 1B
give the Lady Wolverines a 
big boost toward possibly 
overtaking either Pearland 
or Alvin for one of the top 
two playoff seeds. 
 A loss will make the 
rest of the games that much 
more important in the play-
off chase.
 Meanwhile, the Dobie-
Deer Park winner will have 
a distinct advantage in the 
22-5A mix because only 10 
games are played, and teams 
such as Pasadena and Sam 
Rayburn haven’t shown the 
ability as of yet to be what 
would be deemed an upset.
 That leaves Dobie, Deer 

Park and Memorial out in 
front, and that’s just fi ne 
with Dobie.
 A season ago, Dobie 
fi nished second but then 
wound up going all the way 
to the Region III fi nals. 
 With O’Connor in the 
circle for the Lady Long-
horns and some of the in-
experienced varsity play-
ers getting more and more 
comfortable now 21 games 
into the season, things are 
coming together at the right 
time for Dobie.
 Against Sam Rayburn, 
O’Connor once again did 
her part with 13 strikeouts, 
giving her 25 in a two-game 

span.
 Dobie led just 2-0 
through fi ve innings but ex-
ploded for 10 runs in the top 
of the sixth inning.
 Katie Lee and Ashley 
Gallant each drove in three 
runs, and Emily Espinoza 
drove in two more as the 
game was shortened to 
six innings because of the 
eight-run mercy rule.
 Dobie will face South 
Houston on Friday, March 
30, at the Pasadena ISD 
sports complex. First pitch 
is set for 6:30 p.m.
 After that, it’ll be time 
to reignite the Dobie-Deer 
Park rivalry.

Longhorns rebound in 22-5Abaseball 
Continued from Page 1B

DP takes control
 The Deer made a bold 
statement within the District 
22-5A standings, crushing 
Dobie 16-3 to close out the 
fi rst of three rounds.
 Along the way, Deer 
Park, now 6-2 after defeat-
ing Memorial March 27, 
grabbed a two-game edge 
over the rest of the league.
 The simplest way to de-
tail the game is to admit that 
it was a horrible day for Do-
bie, and Deer Park played 
fairly well despite losing 
one fl y ball in the sun and 
dropping another potential 
out in right fi eld.
 Torres should have 
known it wasn’t going to be 
his team’s day in the bottom 

of the fi rst inning.
 Zach Long led off with 
a walk against Deer Park 
lefty Ricky Ramirez and ad-
vanced to third on a single 
to left fi eld by Xavier John-
son with one out.
 But seconds later, the 
scoring chance was thwart-
ed as Ramirez whirled and 
threw to third, picking Long 
off for the second out. A 
ground out to third base 
ended the inning.
 The Longhorns’ day got 
worse in the top of the third 
inning as shortstop Jose 
Reyes made three errors in 
the frame, and another run 
scored on a passed ball that 
sailed past catcher Jesus 
Rendon.
 By the end of the Deer 

Park  inning, the Deer led 
4-0.
 Johnson ended Ramirez’s 
22-5A scoreless innings 
streak at 16 1/3 innings with 
a two-run double in the bot-
tom of the inning, but Deer 
Park went back to work.
 Pinch hitter Tyler Allen 
struck the big blow with a 
three-run double off Dobie 
starting pitcher Ryan Mc-
Cormack. 
 By the end of the fourth 
inning, Dobie trailed 9-2, 
and the Deer didn’t let up 
from there.
 But Dobie has righted 
the ship with a win over 0-6 
Pasadena, and there are cer-
tain to be better days. 
 There’s also plenty of 
baseball left to play.

Dobie softball still unbeaten, 3-0

Dobie’s Zach Long slid safely into third base during the bottom of the fi rst inning 
against Deer Park March 23 but was later picked off. The rest of the way, little went 
right for the Longhorns during a 16-3 loss.

Bidistrict soccer round
Monday, April 2 games

Dobie boys vs.
Beaumont West Brook 

Stallworth Stadium, Baytown, 7 p.m.

Dobie girls vs.
Beaumont West Brook 

Newcomb Field, Pasadena, 6 p.m.

Continued from Page 1B
 There are two ways to 
look at the playoff picture 
as the suddenly sluggish 
Dobie boys’ team enters 
play.
 The positives include 
the fact that, as Saavedra 
pointed out, his team de-
feated some of the state’s 
best squads as part of what 
eventually became the best 
start in program history.
 That thought process 
includes the idea that Do-
bie still possesses multiple 
scoring options, and the 
shots that simply did not 
fi nd the nets in the 3-3 late-
season run will eventually 
come.
 The other outlook is 
not as rosy, one that in-
cludes the possiblility that 
this team peaked too early, 

and the best of the best has 
come and gone. Only time 
will tell.
 Twice in three seasons, 
Saavedra watched from the 
sideline as his Longhorns 
put together deep playoff 
runs. After making the Re-

gion III fi nal in 2011, the 
new goal was to take the 
next step.
 That possibility still ex-
ists, but the Longhorns have 
to quickly rediscover their 
mojo. The playoffs are here, 
and the losers go home.


