
Easter holiday observed
South Belt-Ellington Leader

 The South Belt-Ellington Leader will be 
closed Friday, March 29, in observance of the 
Easter holiday.

Clear Brook City MUD
 The office of Clear Brook City MUD will be 
closed Friday, March 29, in observance of the 
Easter holiday. It will re-open on Monday, 
April 1, at 8 a.m. Payments may be left in the 
drop box located on the drive-through window 
side of the building.

Parker Williams Library
 The Parker Williams Branch Library will be 
closed on Good Friday, March 29.

Bracewell Branch Library
 The Bracewell Branch Library will be closed 
on Good Friday, March 29.

Kikwood South HOA meets
 The Kirkwood South Committee will hold 
its annual 2013 homeowners meeting Thurs-
day, March 28, at 7:30 p.m. in Judge Jo Ann 
Delgado’s courtroom, 10851 Scarsdale, Suite 
500. Homeowners are encouraged to attend 
this important meeting.

Gulf Meadows invitation
 Pastors Joe and Becky Keenan of Gulf 
Meadows Church, 8012 Fuqua, have extended 
an invitation to the South Belt community to 
attend an Easter celebration and special drama 
presentation, Unveiled: Revealing the Power 
of the Cross, on Sunday, March 31, at 8:30 
and 10:30  a.m. in English, and noon in Span-
ish. Admission is free. There will be leaders in 
every service available to pray for community 
needs. See ad on Page 6A for more informa-
tion or call 713-991-5683.

Ellington Rams register
 The Ellington Rams will hold football and 
drill/cheer/mascot registration on Saturday, 
April 6, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the CVS park-
ing lot, 980 Clear Lake City Blvd. Football 
players must be ages 5-13 as of Sept. 1; cheer, 
ages 9-13; drill, ages 8-13; mascot, ages 4-7.

PW Library events set
 The following events are set for the Parker 
Williams Library, March 28 through April 3.
 AARP Tax Preparation Assistance is avail-
able on Mondays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Help is provided at no charge on a first 
come, first served basis.
 On Saturday, March 30, Vietnamese 
Storytime will include Reading Club at 11 
a.m., followed by intermediate storytime at 1 
p.m.
 Microsoft Word I, a free computer class, is 
scheduled for Monday, April 1, at 3 p.m. 
Microsoft Word II, a free computer class, is set 
for Wednesday, April 3, at 3 p.m. Register at 
the reference desk or online.
 Preschool storytime is at 10:30 a.m. Wed-
nesday, and toddler storytime is at 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday.
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Voice of Community-Minded People since 1976

 Several local chambers of commerce and 
community leaders gathered Thursday, March 
21, to honor Harris County Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Jack Morman at the South Channel Re-
gion Chambers lunchaeon.
 Attending the function, dubbed a state of the 
county address, were representatives from the 
South Belt-Ellington, Clear Lake Area, Pasade-
na, South Houston, Deer Park chambers of com-
merce. Also in attendance were Pasadena Mayor 
Johnny Isbell and Deer Park Mayor Wayne Rid-
dle.
 A Deer Park native, Morman represents a 
million residents in the east and northeast por-
tions of Harris County. He oversees more than 
370 employees, 49 parks, nine community cen-

ters, more than 1,000 miles of county roads, the 
Lynchburg Ferry and the Washburn Tunnel. 
 Morman said his top priorities are promoting 
economic growth in the county by improving 
infrastructure and promoting business through 
building partnerships. The commissioner said 
the county plans to spend around $1 billion on 
improvements in the Ship Channel area, add-
ing that the expansion of the Panama Canal and 
the growth of the area’s petrochemical industry 
present a historic opportunity for the county that 
could add thousands of jobs.
 Morman was presented a plaque for his ef-
forts, and organizers said they planned to make 
the function an annual event. See related photos 
on Page 2A.

Community leaders honor Morman

PISD breaks ground

The Pasadena Independent School District officially broke ground on its future career and 
technical high school Tuesday, March 26. To be located on Beltway 8 at Genoa Red Bluff, 
the new 246,000-square-foot campus is set to open in August 2014. Approved in a 2011 
bond vote, the $37 million facility will offer students career and technical training. PISD 
Superintendent Kirk Lewis is shown above in front of an artistic rendering of the school. 
See related story on Page 2A. Photo by Marie Flickinger

City to begin Shaver replacement
  The long-awaited project to reconstruct South 
Shaver Road from the Gulf Freeway to State 
Highway 3/Old Galveston Road is on schedule 
and slated to begin in late May or early June, ac-
cording to Alvin Wright, spokesman for the City 
of Houston’s Public Works and Engineering De-
partment.
 The project, a joint venture between the Texas 
Department of Transportation, the City of Hous-
ton and the Harris County Flood Control Dis-
trict, will include widening the area thoroughfare 
from a four-lane undivided roadway with open 
ditches to a six-lane divided roadway with raised 

median, curb and gutter drainage, sidewalks, 
street lighting and improved underground utili-
ties.
 The project also includes widening 1/2 mile of 
Berry Bayou and building a 13.2-acre detention 
basin north of South Shaver Road.
 The estimated cost of construction is $13.5 
million – 80 percent of which will be funded 
by the Federal Highway Administration and 20 
percent of which will be funded by the City of 
Houston.
 Wright said work is expected to be complete 
in late 2014 or early 2015.

Elizabeth Helms

Helms murder remembered
 Publisher’s note:  
 This story con-
tinues  the series in 
which the Leader will 
re-examine unsolved 
area crimes, particu-
larly homicides. It is 
hoped by bringing 
light to these inci-
dents, new informa-
tion may be gained to 
help solve them.
By Barbara Gibson 
 Still haunted by the 
2001 unsolved mur-
der of his 18-year-old 
daughter, Bill Helms, fl ipped through the worn 
pages of his photo album to fi nd his favorite pic-
ture of Elizabeth. “I think this one of Elizabeth 
wearing her green dress that matches her eyes is 
the prettiest,” said Helms. Then he turned back to 
the front page to show his most treasured posses-
sion, a poem written to him by Elizabeth, titled 
Dear Daddy in which she expressed the love and 
admiration she felt for the man that made her feel 
safe and secure. “She said I gave her strength, 
but it’s her words in this poem that strengthen me 
on days when the grief is too much.”
 As Helms continued to thumb through the re-
maining pages, none seemed to hurt him more 
than seeing the ones that were stark white. Pages 
he’d reserved for memories of walking her down 

the aisle in the spring of 2002 and the summer 
birth of his fi rst grandchild he would never hold 
or kiss. “Having a grandkid was the part of life 
I was living for. This child would have been 12 
this year,” said Helms. Although Helms has ac-
cepted the death of his daughter, he still searches 
for the young Asian men that opened fi re on their 
vehicle in a senseless act of violence on October 
14, 2001 that changed his life forever.
 Elizabeth had moved back to her father’s 
home in the 9600 block of Caffrey in the East-
ridge Terrace subdivision located off Fuqua in 
1999. 
 She’d been living with her mother, Kathryn, 
in Austin, Texas, ever since the Helms divorced 
in 1991. “Her mother didn’t want her to leave,” 
said Helms, “but she was determined to be with 
me and I was glad to have her home.”
 The teen enrolled as a sophomore at Dobie 
High School and got a part-time job at Helms In-
surance, located off Airport Boulevard, working 
for her grandfather, H.D. Helms. “While work-
ing at her grandfather’s business, she would often 
take breaks to go outside to sneak a smoke,” said 
Helms. It was during one of these excursions that 
she met the love of her life, Philip Dawson, who 
offered to give her a light. Dawson worked next 
door as a photographer, and the two soon became 
inseparable.
 The couple hoped for a spring wedding, and to 
Elizabeth’s delight, her grandmother, Evelyn Wind-

Continued on Page 2A

Cookoff  needs 
volunteers
  There are still a few cooking spots left for 
the 17th annual South Belt Spectacular Cook-
off, set to take place Thursday, May 2, to Sat-
urday, May 4, at El Franco Lee Park, 9400 
Hall Road.
 Thursday will be open to participants and 
volunteers only, while Friday and Saturday 
will be open to the public.
 Sponsored by the Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department, the event raises funds for the an-
nual South Belt Fourth of July fi reworks dis-
play. 
 Aside from barbecue, other highlights in-
clude live music, a karaoke competition, dance 
and cheer performances and children’s games 
and activities.
 Organizers are currently seeking sponsors, 
volunteers and food judges, according to event 
coordinator John Layton.
 Admission will be $5 per person.
 Food and alcohol will be available for pur-
chase on site.
 No outside food or alcohol will be allowed.
 For additional information or to reserve a 
cooking spot, call Linda Arnone at 281-484-
4325.

HCAD sends out property tax notices
 The Harris County Appraisal District (HCAD) 
has begun mailing notices of residential value to 
approximately 840,000 property owners.   
  The property owners in this first mailout 
should expect to see the 2013 value notices start 
arriving in their mailboxes this week. 
 As a result of reappraisal, the total residential 
property base in Harris County will see a 2 per-
cent increase in value. The addition of new con-
struction will result in an overall 5 percent value 
increase in the residential property category. 
 Some neighborhoods with active residential 
markets will have larger value increases as war-

ranted by market appreciation.
 Countywide, HCAD projects that about 55 
percent of the residential home market values 
will show no change, while approximately 30 
percent are expected to increase in value and 14 
percent are expected to decrease in value.
 “Houston’s increasingly strong economy will 
continue to have a mixed impact on this year’s 
property values depending on the location of the 
property,” said HCAD Chief Appraiser Jim 
Robinson. “The impact of foreclosures is still 
being felt in the northern and eastern portions of 
the county in Pasadena, Channelview, Humble 
and Sheldon along the Houston Ship Channel.”
 About 20 percent of residential properties under 
$80,000 will have a market value decrease, while 
3.5 percent will have a market value increase. The 
other 76 percent will show no change.
 HCAD will mail value notices to more than 1 
million single-family homes in Harris County 
this tax season. The district plans to mail value 
notices to commercial and other real property 
accounts by the end of the month.
 Property owners who receive their notices 
may begin the protest process immediately.While 
there is a protest form included in the packet, one 
of the fastest and least expensive ways to do this 
is to use the district’s online iFile program which 
can be found at www.hcad.org/iFile.
 Residential property owners have an early 
protest deadline of April 30. Residential property
ty owners can still file a notice of protest with 
HCAD until the final deadline of May 31, or 30 
days after the date their notice was mailed, 
whichever is later.

Sagemont participates in cancer study
 Area residents have an opportunity to partici-
pate in a historic study that has the potential to 
change the face of cancer for future generations.
 Men and women ages of 30 to 65 who have 
never been diagnosed with cancer and are willing 
to make a long-term commitment to the study are 
needed to participate in the American Cancer So-
ciety’s Cancer Prevention Study-3 (CPS-3). The 
society is working to enroll a diverse population 
of 300,000 across the United States and Puerto 
Rico. 
 The opportunity for local residents to enroll 
in CPS-3 is being made possible in partnership 
with 19 Greater Houston community organiza-
tions which have opened their doors as enroll-
ment sites starting Saturday, May 11 through 
Sunday, June 2.
 In the South Belt area, Sagemont Church at 
11300 S. Sam Houston Parkway East, will host 

CPS-3 enrollment on June 2 from 9:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. to allow its members and the community to 
participate in the study.
 CPS-3 will help researchers better understand 
the lifestyle, environmental, and genetic factors 
that cause or prevent cancer.
 “Currently, there are no other studies of this 
magnitude in the U.S. that enable researchers 
to look at various racial and ethnic populations 
and cancer risk,” said Mark Clanton, M.D., chief 
medical offi cer for the American Cancer Society, 
High Plains Division in Austin. “We commend 
our partners in Greater Houston for taking the 
lead to offer our study to their members and the 
community.” 
 Enrollment in the study involves two steps. 
After scheduling an appointment, individuals 
will be asked to complete a comprehensive base

Continued on Page 2A

Apartments catch fire

A unit in the Park Center Apartments in the 12300 block of Beamer caught fi re Friday, 
March 22, at roughly 5:30 p.m. Two apartments were completely destroyed in the blaze. 
Six others suffered water and smoke damage. Fire department offi cials believe the inci-
dent was the result of arson. At press time, police said there is a suspect in the case, but 
no charges had been fi led. The Southeast Volunteer Fire Department was assisted by the 
Houston, Pearland and Friendswood fi re departments in extinguishing the blaze. The only 
injury reported was a cut fi nger suffered by SVFD fi refi ghter Dean Baier, which required 
seven stitches.                                                                                            Photo by Diddy Clark

County holds Easter egg hunt

Harris County offi cials held their annual Easter egg hunt Saturday, March 23, at El Fran-
co Lee Park. Shown above at the event are, left to right, Precinct 2 Constable Chris Diaz; 
Myranda Kelley, 6; Precinct 2, Position 1 Justice of the Peace Jo Ann Delgado; Jay Isacc, 
1; Yamile Vargas, 9; and Precinct 1 Commissioner El Franco Lee.

Photo submitted

All  three low-income 
apartments withdraw
 The third remaining proposed low-income 
apartment complex to be located on Genoa Red 
Bluff has withdrawn its application for state as-
sistance.
 Red Bluff Apartments (formerly Strawberry 
Apartments), which were to be located near the 
intersection of Genoa Red Bluff and Strawberry, 
was one of three developments that was seeking 
public aid to build along the area street.
 Last month, both The Vineyards at GRB, also 
to be located on Genoa Red Bluff at Strawberry, 
and Genoa Trails, to be located on Genoa Red 
Bluff east of Space Center, withdrew their appli-
cations after encountering fi erce opposition from 
community members and local elected offi cials.
 A primary concern is the high concentration 
of existing low-income apartment complexes 
already in the area. There are currently eight 
government-subsidized apartment complexes 
between Almeda Mall and Dixie Farm Road.
 Low-income developments traditionally put 
an extra strain on local fi re departments and 
law enforcement agencies. According to offi -

cials from the Clear Brook City Municipal Util-
ity District, the local Highland Meadow Village 
apartment complex has roughly fi ve times more 
annual calls for police and ambulance service 
than single-family residences in the community.
 A second concern was the added burden to 
area schools. Students living in the two proposed 
complexes near Strawberry would have attended 
Genoa Elementary, which is already overcrowd-
ed. Despite being recently rebuilt, the school cur-
rently has portable buildings on campus, as it is 
over capacity.
 Newly elected state Sen. Larry Taylor and 
Houston City Councilmember Dave Martin 
played an instrumental role in defeating the pro-
posals.
 “When I ran for offi ce, I promised District E 
that I would full heartedly represent the constitu-
ents who elected me and whom I serve,” Martin 
said. “Red Bluff Apartments was a proposed low 
income, multifamily apartment project and one 
in which I relied heavily on my constituents to 
voice their stance on. Their voices were heard.”
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Death

Reams:  Amen,
Mr. Volper! 
 Your recent criticism of the national 
media is spot on. They do their constitu-
tional duty of seeking and exposing the 
truth only when a Republican is in the 
White House. When a Democrat is there, 
they become part of the White House pro-
paganda machine; Pravada of the USA. It is 
as blatant and obvious as is day from night.
 Our constitutional republic functions 
best when we have an informed and 

engaged populace. An uninformed public, 
or a misinformed and disengaged public, 
leads to corruption, mismanagement, out of 
control growth, and waste, fraud and abuse. 
And looking at America today, we see 
ample evidence of an uninformed, disen-
gaged public. 
 Exposing the highly partisan MSM is 
essential to restoring our republic to it’s 
once great standing. When the press is 
truthful and practices true journalism, all 
else seems to fall into place.
 It matters from whom you get your infor-
mation. Larry Reams

 Reader’s Opinion

Sharon Marie 
Grizzaffi 

 Sharon Grizzaffi , 56, died 
Saturday, March 9, 2013, 
surrounded by family and 
friends. She was born on Feb. 
26, 1957, in Houston to Da-
vid and Vita Jattar.
 She is preceded in death 
by her father, David.
 Survivors included her 
son, Patrick; mother Vita; 

 Pasadena Little Theatre 
will hold auditions for Nun-
sense by Dan Goggin on 
Sunday, April 14, and Mon-
day, April 15, at 7 p.m. at the 
theater located at 4318 Allen-
Genoa Road. 
 Four women ages 21 to 
60 are needed. Auditions 
will consist of singing and 
readings from the script and 
some dance movements.  Be 
prepared to sing a song – one 
minute in length. A CD play-
er will be provided.
 All four sisters must have 
very good singing voices and 

be able to hold a harmony 
line. There is one tap number 
so some knowledge of tap 
would help. Leo dances en 
pointe for a short time (not 
essential but has to do ballet) 
and Amnesia uses a puppet. 
 All need an excellent rap-
port with the audience, in a 
relaxed ad lib style, as much 
of the dialogue is direct to 
front.
 Sister Mary Regina has 
been cast.
 Show dates are weekends 
June 14-30. Contact the di-
rector, Janet Sharpley, at 

Nunsense auditions at PLT
actsharp@sbcglobal.net with 
questions, or visit the website 
at www.pasadenalittletheatre.
org for more information.
 What happens when con-
vent cook Sister Julia (Child 
of God) accidentally poisons 
several of the Little Sisters 
of Hoboken? The remaining 
sisters put on a show to raise 
money to bury the departed. 
But not without hilarious 
vicissitudes that will bring 
back memories to those who 
remember their parochial 
school days, and provide 
laughs for everyone.

Bears of the Month for February

Beverly Hills Intermediate School Bears of the 
Month for February are, left to right, (front row) 
Yahby Romero, Alice Ho, Diana Vidal, Gloria 
Munoz, (back row) Kevin Bariya, Adrian Tamez, 
Kevin Phan, Efrain Banda, Annette Vela, Madison 
Graham, Aaron Perea and Eyvi Alvarez. Students 
of BHI strive to achieve positive characteristics to 
guide them throughout their lives. The characteris-
tic for February was trustworthiness. February 

Bears of the Month were selected by their academic 
teams as best representing this characteristic. 
Students receive a special Bear paw-print pin and a 
Bear of the Month T-shirt to wear. Team compas-
sion – Ho and Tamez; Team initiative – Munoz and 
Perea; Team trustworthiness – Banda and Vela; 
Team courage – Alvarez and Romero; Team hones-
ty – Phan and Graham; and Team responsibility – 
Bariya and Vidal. Photo submitted

 The Houston Bar Associa-
tion’s Elder Law Committee 
will sponsor a “Will-A-Thon” 
to provide simple wills and 
basic medical directives, free 
of charge, for elderly citizens 
who meet the income guide-
lines.
 To apply for assistance 
through the Will-A-Thon, 
senior citizens must call 
713-228-0735 between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. by 

April 8, 2013, to complete a 
screening application over 
the phone.
 To qualify, applicants 
must be Harris County resi-
dents 60 years of age or older 
and meet the Houston Vol-
unteer Lawyers’ low-income 
guidelines.
 Those who qualify will be 
given an appointment to meet 
with a volunteer attorney on 
April 16, at the Third Ward 

Screening through April 8 for 
free wills for low income seniors

Multi-Purpose Center, 3611 
Ennis, Suite 118. 
 The documents will be 
completed on May 2, 2013, 
at the Third Ward Multi-Pur-
pose Center.
 The Houston Bar Associa-
tion’s Elder Law Committee 
provides free legal services 
and advice to senior citizens 
in Harris County, as well 
as free handbooks on Elder 
Law.

Westbrook’s Payra 
wins Houston spelling bee

Westbrook Intermediate’s Syamantak Payra

 Correctly spelling Ogi-
val, pronounced O-jai-vul, 

made Syamantak Payra the 
2013 Houston/PBS Spelling 

Co-Champion. The West-
brook Intermediate seventh-
grader is now preparing for 
the Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee in Washington, D.C., 
in May. His winning word 
is a French word mean-
ing characterized by the use 
of pointed arches and ribbed 
vaulting, as in gothic archi-
tecture.
 It is the third year in 
a row, Payra has won the 
Clear Creek Independent 
School District Spelling Bee 
and made it to the Houston 
competition. 
 He is co-champion of 
the Houston Bee along with 
Pearland ISD sixth-grader 
Shobha Dasari. Both stu-
dents beat out 53 other com-
petitors from 42 Southeast 
Texas counties by correctly 
spelling oolemma and ogi-
val.
 The pair will face 277 
contestant spellers from 
across the country, aiming 
for victory and prizes worth 
more than $40,000.
 The HoustonPBS Spell-
ing Bee, now in its fi fth 
year, is the third largest lo-
cal spelling bee in the coun-
try with 1,040 participating 
schools.

Support group at Cokesbury
 Those who are the husband, wife or partner of a chronically ill/disabled person 
may join a new support group, Sickness and Health, the last Thursday of each month 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Cokesbury United Methodist Church, 10030 Scarsdale. 
Free childcare is provided. For more information, contact Jennifer Miller at sick 
nesshealthhouston@gmail.com or 713-724-2360, or visit the Well Spouse 
Association at http://www.wellspouse.org.le.

Sagemont hosts 
cancer study 

Continued from Page 1A
ham, designed the bride-to-
be a beautiful wedding gown. 
“They were so excited,” said 
Helms, “and she was head 
over heels in love with him. 
I wasn’t thrilled about it, 
but he made her happy and 
treated her well.” But by the 
fall of 2001, Elizabeth’s in-
terest in school had slipped 
away, and against her father’s 
wishes she elected to get 
a GED, work fulltime and 
move in with Dawson. “Once 
she made up her mind about 
something, there was no talk-
ing to her. I’m not sure which 
side of the family she got her 
stubborn nature,” said Helms 
with a smile.
 Helms hadn’t seen Eliza-
beth for about a month when 
she pulled up unannounced 
with her fi ancé in his black 
Dodge Dakota on Sunday, 
October 14. “She seemed un-
usually happy but wouldn’t 
tell me what was going on,” 
said Helms. “My buddy, 
Craig, and I were heading out 

car stop tailgating. I told Phil-
ip not to do that because you 
never know if they might have 
a gun, but he wouldn’t listen 
to me and tapped the brakes 
again.”
 According to Helms, as 
they approached the inter-
section of Blackhawk and 
Fuqua, one of the cars pulled 
beside them and they ex-
changed pleasantries. “There 
were no harsh words or ges-
tures exchanged to lead me 
to believe something was 
wrong,” said Helms. But, as 
the family turned right onto 
Fuqua, minutes from their 
home, Helms heard the back 
windshield shatter and then a 
rapid succession of gunshots 
rang out. “We’d all ducked 
down, and when it was over 
I turned around to check on 
Elizabeth and saw that her 
head was still down. Initially 
I thought to myself, ‘Good, 
she ducked,’ but my buddy, 
Craig, sitting next to her, told 
me she’d been hit.”
 Dawson pulled the truck 

Elizabeth Helms’ 2001 murder remains unsolved
for a good time; they encoun-
tered a pack,” said Young. A 
pack likely bonded by a code 
of conduct established to 
prove their masculinity and/
or rite of bonafi des to belong 
to the gang.
 In cases of road rage the 
offender is usually by him-
self, and the situation typi-
cally ends in a verbal alterca-
tion. That type of person is 
typically diffi cult to get along 
with in other scenarios and 
with such behavior may be 
a loner who cannot interact 
well with others.
 With gang activity, the of-
fenders travel in groups and 
their numbers coupled with 
gang bravado to prove one-
self tends to embolden the 
offender. “If not for the gang 
mentality, this murder may 
not have happened,” added 
Young.
Another element that lends 
weight to gang activity, says 
Young, is that no one came 
forward from this group to 
report the shooter. Conspira-

again depending on the cir-
cumstances and their role. 
Those that are involved and 
did not come forward will 
certainly face very severe 
sentences.” Often the police 
receive information about a 
case from one of the less in-
volved participants, due to 
a change of heart, disagree-
ments or a number of other 
reasons.
 While this case may be 
considered a cold case, law 
enforcement continues to 
pursue leads including a pos-
sible link to the March 2000 
unsolved murder of 17-year-
old Jonathan Barrica.
 Barrica was also shot in 
the head by a semi-automatic 
gun when he answered the 
door at his home on Sage-
park, located one mile from 
where the Helmses encoun-
tered the gang of Asian 
males at the intersection of 

Continued from Page 1A
line survey online that asks 
for information on lifestyle, 
behavioral, and other factors 
related to their health.
 Step two involves an in-
person enrollment process 
which takes approximately 
20-30 minutes and includes 
completing a short enroll-
ment survey, measuring waist 
circumference and collecting 
a small blood sample from 
participants.
 Upon completion of this 
process, the society will send 
follow-up surveys every few 
years over a 20 year period 
to individuals to update their 
information. Participants will 
receive an annual newsletter 
with study updates and re-
sults.
 Researchers will use the 
data from CPS-3 to build 
on evidence from a series 
of American Cancer So-
ciety studies that began in 
the 1950s that collectively 
have involved millions of 
volunteer participants. The 
Hammond-Horn Study and 
previous Cancer Prevention 
Studies (CPS-I and CPS-II) 

have played a major role in 
understanding cancer preven-
tion and risk, and have con-
tributed signifi cantly to the 
scientifi c basis and develop-
ment of public health guide-
lines and recommendations.
 Those studies confi rmed 
the link between cigarette 
smoking and lung cancer, 
demonstrated the link be-
tween larger waist size and 
increased death rates from 
cancer and other causes, and 
showed the considerable im-
pact of air pollution on heart 
and lung conditions.
 The current study, CPS-II, 
began in 1982 and is still on-
going. But changes in lifestyle 
and in the understanding of 
cancer in the 30 years since 
its launch make it important 
to begin this new study. The 
voluntary, long-term commit-
ment by CPS-3 participants is 
what will produce benefi ts for 
decades to come.
 Those interested in partic-
ipating are asked to confi rm 
their eligibility and schedule 
their appointment at Can-
cerStudyGH.org or call 888-
604-5888.

brother David; and sister 
Debra.
 Grizzaffi  graduated from 
J. Frank Dobie High School, 
attended Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity, and graduated with a 
master’s degree in nursing.
 When Grizzaffi  became 
hard of hearing, she set a new 
goal of learning American 
Sign Language. With the help 
and support of her friend, 
Robert Yost, this goal became 
a reality. Because of her gift 
to sign, she became a dedi-
cated volunteer at Career & 

to ride our motorcycles and 
she told me she’d wait until 
we got back.”
 Elizabeth knew how pas-
sionate her father was about 
riding his bike and how his 
work schedule often pre-
vented him from riding as 
much as he would like. “She 
encouraged me to go and said 
they’d wait at the house until 
we got back,” said Helms. “If 
I’d known that was the last 
day I would have on earth 
with my daughter, I would 
have never left. We did wind 
up cutting our ride short be-
cause I couldn’t relax and en-
joy myself knowing she was 
waiting for me.”
 When Helms arrived 
home he soon learned why 
Elizabeth was so happy when 
she announced he would be 
a grandfather. Momentarily 
speechless, Helms suggested 
they all go to Gringo’s in 
Pearland, his treat, to cele-
brate. “I remember she made 
a point to sit next to me at the 
table and we had a wonderful 
time. I can’t believe that was 
the last meal I would ever 
share with my daughter,” said 
Helms wiping away his tears. 
“I still can’t go back there.”
 It was about 7:30 p.m. 
when the family left the res-
taurant and headed back 
home. Dawson drove and 
took Scarsdale to Blackhawk. 
“We were all pleasantly full 
and chatting about the upcom-
ing week as we approached 
the intersection of Southbluff 
Boulevard and Blackhawk 
by Moore Elementary,” said 
Helms. “Suddenly, two Hon-
da Civics whipped out in front 
of us from Southbluff Boule-
vard causing Philip to hit the 
brakes as a third car whipped 
in immediately behind us al-
most causing a wreck. Philip 
was irritated by the erratic 
driving and tapped his brake 
in an effort to make the third 

onto the median on Fuqua as 
Helms tried to get Elizabeth 
to respond, but she didn’t 
move. Neighbors came out 
and called 911 while Daw-
son got in the back seat and 
wept as he held Elizabeth. 
“We were all in shock. The 
thought that she might be 
gone was unimaginable. I’ll 
never forget when the para-
medic arrived and checked 
for a pulse. He looked me in 
the eyes and said he couldn’t 
fi nd anything.” Elizabeth 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene.
 “Just minutes before we 
were all celebrating a new 
life, and now I’m watching 
them cover my daughter, still 
sitting in the back seat, with 
a sheet while police marked 
off the area and took photo-
graphs of the scene. There are 
no words to describe the an-
guish that I felt,” said Helms.
 The bride-to-be was bur-
ied in her wedding dress, a 
life unfulfi lled.
 “I know nothing will bring 
her back, but I want these men 
held accountable for what 
they’ve done. There were six 
or seven young men in three 
separate cars that know ex-
actly who fi red those shots. 
I’ve doubled the reward for 
any information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of 
these cowards,” said Helms. 
“All we need is for one of 
them to come forward.”
 Although the case appears 
to some to be a matter of road 
rage, Mark Young, a retired 
FBI profi ler, now in private 
practice with Youngtex In-
ternational, Inc., believes it 
has the potential earmarks of 
gang activity.
 Young points to the fact 
that the offenders were all 
young males of the same 
ethnicity driving almost 
identical vehicles traveling 
in somewhat of a pack (pos-
sibly an earmark of this gang) 
and in possession of a semi-
automatic gun as opposed 
to youngsters out for a road 
rally. “The Helms didn’t en-
counter a few guys going out 

cies with multiple actors are 
more likely to be reported, 
even by witnesses who know 
the actual offender. Gang 
mentality is different as the 
gang imposes strict codes 
of silence often with harsh 
punishment to prevent their 
activities from being revealed 
to law enforcement.
 “It’s harder to keep crimi-
nal behavior quiet in a con-
spiracy,” stated Young. “If 
it’s not a tight-knit group 
or gang. This is still a solv-
able case because there are 
multiple offenders. Those 
involved could probably all 
be prosecuted, depending on 
the particular circumstances 
of this incident; however, if 
one or more of those involved 
came forward, they may very 
well escape prosecution, or 
be granted a lesser penalty, 

Blackhawk and Southbluff. 
Southbluff serves as an en-
trance or exit for a small sec-
tion of homes located in the 
Kirkmont subdivision, which 
possibly indicates that one of 
the suspects may have lived 
within the immediate area 
between 2000 and 2001.
 Three months before Eliz-
abeth was murdered, Maria 
Moreno Daoust was killed at 
her hair salon located in the 
8000 block of Almeda-Ge-
noa. She was in the process 
of having an alarm system 
installed after a young Asian 
male visited the salon on at 
least two different occasions 
and sat on the couch appear-
ing to wait his turn. When it 
became his turn, he got up 
and left the salon. Daoust 
was robbed and shot in the 
head before the system was 
activated. Her case is still un-
solved.

Suspect 1

Suspect 2

 Helms is matching the 
Crime Stoppers reward to 
bring the total reward to 
$10,000. Helms worked with 
law enforcement to create a 
sketch of two of the suspects 
and described their vehicles 
as being one white and one 
silver Honda Civic and the 
third car as being a maroon 
or burgundy Acura. Accord-
ing to Helms, these cars were 
mid-1990 models that had 
the muffl er modifi ed.
 The victim’s family mem-
bers and the detectives with 
the Houston Police Depart-
ment urge anyone with in-
formation about the case 
to contact Crime Stoppers 
at 713-222-TIPS (8477). 
Crime Stoppers will pay up 
to $5,000 for any informa-
tion submitted that leads to 
the fi ling of felony charges or 
arrest in this case. All tipsters 
remain anonymous.

 Amid the blowing dust of 
a massive construction site, 
with a backdrop of rumbling 
dirt-haulers, Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District offi -
cials joined with community 
leaders in breaking symbolic 
ground for a sixth high school 
on Tuesday – the most un-
conventional high school in 
Pasadena history.
 More than 100 spectators 
braved the wind gusts to wit-
ness the groundbreaking of 
the career and technical high 
school, scheduled to open for 
classes in August of 2014. 
The $37 million campus, 
approved as part of a 2011 
bond vote, will accommodate 
between 1,500 and 1,700 
students in grades 9-12. The 
school will provide district 
students with a comprehen-
sive curriculum designed to 
accommodate career training 
goals not served by tradi-
tional college programs. The 
246,000-square-foot facility 
is located just off the Sam 
Houston Parkway at Genoa-
Red Bluff Road.
 “We’re going to have the 

full gamut of educational op-
portunities for our kids,” Dr. 
Kirk Lewis, the district’s su-
perintendent of schools, said 
in his opening remarks.
 “I am so excited about 
this,” said Marshall Kend-
rick, president of the Pasa-
dena ISD board of trustees. 
“I’ve been on the board 25 
years and I don’t think I’ve 
ever been a part of something 
as exciting as this.”
 The new campus will be 
a school of choice for all 
district high school students 
interested in career and tech-
nical studies on a full-day 
basis. Students will retain a 
home campus designation for 
the purpose of athletics and 
fi ne arts participation.
 The curriculum is being 
developed in partnership with 
San Jacinto College. Students 
will have the opportunity to 
earn college hours and pro-
fessional licenses and cer-
tifi cates while in pursuit of 
their traditional high school 
diploma.
 “We look forward to that 
fi rst day when the buses and 

PISD breaks ground on campus
cars will roll in with stu-
dents excited about coming 
to a school they have chosen 
and a pathway in which they 
are interested,” said Steven 
Fleming, named last year as 
the high school’s fi rst princi-
pal.
 “We are preparing stu-
dents for jobs that don’t yet 
exist, using technologies that 
haven’t yet been invented, in 
order to solve problems that 
we don’t even know are is-
sues today.”
 Academics will be offered 
in the fi elds of business and 
public service, health, agri-
culture, transportation, con-
struction and manufacturing, 
and technology. The campus 
site also allows for future ex-
pansion.
 Among the many teachers 
attending the ceremony were 
about 50 career and technol-
ogy instructors from across 
the Pasadena ISD, including 
several from the district’s 
L.P. Card Career and Techni-
cal Center.
 See related photo on Page 
1A.

Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Jack Morman (pictured left) was honored 
Thursday, March 21, at a luncheon hosted 
by several area chambers of commerce. 
Shown with Morman below are, left to 
right, South Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce members Chris Clark, Asim 
Tufail and the Rev. Emory Gadd. See re-
lated story on Page 1A.

Photos by Marie Flickinger

Recovery Resources and T.H. 
Rodgers Elementary School.
 A memorial service, a cel-
ebration of the life of Sharon 
Marie Grizzaffi , was held on 
March 15, 2013, at the Ni-
day Funeral Home – Beamer 
Chapel.
 In lieu of the usual re-
membrances, donations can 
be made in Grizzaffi ’s name 
to CRR, 2525 San Jacinto, 
Houston, TX 77002, or 
call  832-431-3785. Notate 
“DDHS” on the memo line of 
checks.

Local 
chambers

honor
Morman
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Headed to Girls State!

Lutheran South Academy High School juniors McKensie Wren and Lexi 
Vergadamo have been selected to attend Texas Bluebonnet Girls State, 
which will be held June 16-22 at Texas Lutheran University in Seguin, Texas. 
Basic qualifications are leadership, citizenship, scholarship and character. 
Texas Bluebonnet Girls State is a mythical 51st state where, for a week, par-
ticipants organize their own city, county and state governments. They learn 
the duties of the various city, county and state offices. They introduce and 
debate their own bills in a mock legislature. The program concludes with 
a visit to the state Capitol building in Austin where the girls are given the 
opportunity of sightseeing and meeting state officials. Photo submitted

South Belt honors March VIPs

March VIPs are students from each classroom who 
exemplify South Belt Elementary School’s Guideline 
for Success for the month. Each VIP eats lunch on 
the stage with both principals, Candy Howard and 
Jae Lee, the first Friday of each month. March 
VIPs are, left to right, (front row) Michala Garcia, 
Justin Salazar, Dhelayla Hernandez, Caleb Padilla, 
(second row) Patrick Perez, Jacob Aguirre, Nathan 

Pinon, Thalia Tabarez, Raine Boyette, (third row) 
Kaleb Campos, Cedrick Johnson, Sammy Paredes, 
Jacque Giron, Manuel Rodriguez, Jacob Alvarado, 
(fourth row) Ryan Saxton, Faith Gonzalez, 
Fernando Villarreal, Celeste Vargas, Corey Reyes, 
Israel Guzman, (back row) Matthew Campuzano, 
Marco Torres, Alise Williams, Jose Martinez and 
Michael Vo. Photo submitted

Martinez family travels to Disney Land
South Belt residents Roy and Melissa Martinez and 
family took their grandson, Jadyn Cantu, to Disneyland 
in Los Angeles during spring break. This was his 
fi rst time to visit the park. The family visited Disney 
California on Saturday. They rode the Cars roller coast-
er, took pictures with different cartoon fi gures includ-
ing Buzz Lightyear, Woody Woodpecker, Spongebob 
Sqaurepants and Scooby Doo. They went shopping for 
souvenirs at the local shops and gathered signatures 
from the cartoon charaters on an autograph book.

At right: The family, left to right, Anthony Martinez, 
Christian Cantu (Jadyn’s father), Jayden, Melissa 
Martinez, Roy Martinez and  Jason Martinez.

Below: Jadyn stops for a picture with Buzz Lightyear 
(left) and a tractor from Cars (right).

 Public schools across 
Texas – including those in 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District – are just days 
away from launching a sec-
ond go-round of STAAR as-
sessments, but this time with 
higher stakes for students, 
teachers, schools and school 
districts.
 With last year’s imple-
mentation of the State of Tex-
as Assessment of Academic 
Readiness (STAAR) testing 
program, schools and school 
districts in Texas received a 
one-year reprieve from the 
ratings system applied under 
the previously used TAKS 
(Texas Assessment of Knowl-
edge and Skills) standards.
 But on April 1, students 
will begin STAAR’s second 
act, another phase-in step 
that is expected to once again 
hold schools and districts 
accountable for test results – 
and place a higher standard 
on fi fth- and eighth-graders 
that could determine whether 
they are promoted to the next 
grade.
 STAAR testing will con-
tinue throughout April and 
May, a process that will 

include additional End of 
Course (EOC) exams for 
high school students.
 School administrators re-
cently received test results 
for Grades 3-8 from the 
2011-2012 school year. But 
administrators are still wait-
ing to hear from state educa-
tion offi cials about how those 
results will be evaluated and 
what fi nal standards may 
arise from them.
 Full implementation of 
STAAR should come in 
2016, unless Texas legislators 
make changes to the program 
– or perhaps scrap it entirely 
– before then, something 
many education experts and 
parents have urged them to 
do.
 STAAR was developed to 
replace TAKS – on a phase-
in basis – after legislators 
concluded that TAKS wasn’t 
providing the testing rigor 
many believed was needed to 
ensure meaningful account-
ability and improve educa-
tional performance in public 
schools.
 The program, if and when 
completely implemented, 
will set strict benchmarks 

Schools brace for broader impact of scores on STAAR
for reading and math per-
formance in pre-high school 
grades. And it will require 15 
EOC tests in 12 high school 
core courses. The require-
ment that EOC results be 
used in calculations to deter-
mine fi nal course grades is 
deferred.

Expanded high school 
standards

 Last year, the EOC stan-
dard applied only to fresh-
man (ninth-grade) courses. 
This year, the standard will 
be used for freshman and 
sophomore courses.
 Current legislation re-
quires that high school stu-
dents on a recommended 
(standard) graduation plan 
achieve a required cumula-
tive score for each subject 
area in order to graduate.
 Students who fail an EOC 
exam have the opportunity to 
take subsequent retests. Still, 
educators point to one worri-
some example of what could 
happen when the program is 
completely in place:
 Physics, a course required 
for graduation, is often com-
pleted during a student’s 
junior year. Many students, 

however, choose to take phys-
ics during their senior year. 
If a student fails his physics 
EOC exam as a junior, that 
student will have additional 
opportunities to retest over 
the next year. But if a stu-
dent doesn’t take physics (or 
any other course required for 
graduation) until that student 
is a senior – and if the student 
does not pass the EOC exam 
for that course – the student 
will not have the opportunity 
to retest before graduation.
 In such a case, the student 
either would not graduate on 
time – or would not graduate 
with a recommended-plan di-
ploma.
 EOC exam requirements 
are attached to courses in 
English language arts, math, 
social studies and science 
classes that can all be com-
pleted prior to a student’s se-
nior year. Two language arts 
exams – one in reading and 
one in writing – are required 
at grade levels 9-11.

Course-based approach
 For high school teachers 
and students, the second year 
of STAAR implementation 
will increase awareness of 

the program’s biggest chang-
es. Unlike TAKS tests, EOC 
exams are designed to assess 
student mastery of a specifi c 
course, not a students’ gen-
eral range of knowledge in a 
subject area.
 “STAAR is course-based,” 
said Donna Summers, the di-
rector of research and evalu-
ation for the Pasadena ISD. 
“This is a very different phi-
losophy from the TAKS pro-
gram.”
 “It’s a real issue for us in 
adapting our instruction,” 
said Karen White, the dis-
trict’s student assessment 
coordinator. “Our teachers 
were very familiar with how 
to present curriculum for the 
TAKS. Now districts are try-
ing to develop new instruc-
tional strategies, and it’s a 
learning curve for everybody 
involved.”
 Some teachers, White 
said, are currently providing 
instruction for two groups 
of students taking the same 
course – because some of 
the students are still being 
assessed according to TAKS 
standards, while others are 
now assessed by STAAR 
standards.
 “Each group of students 
must be prepared for testing 
in a very different manner,” 
White said.
 Another change that will 
become more apparent this 
year: two-day writing tests in 
Grades 4 and 7 are now part 
of the assessment schedule. 
Students will be allowed to 
fi nish language arts exams 
within an eight-hour period 
(four hours each day) instead 
of during one untimed ses-
sion on a single day.
 “Although there’s been 
some debate as to whether 
a fourth-grader should take 
a two-day test, it’s prob-
ably a good thing,” White 
said. “There have been cases 
where students would test 
until very late in the evening. 
The four-hour limit is more 
refl ective of how students 
will be assessed as they prog-
ress in school, college or in 
their careers.”
 EOC exams for English 
courses will continue to be 
divided over two days, one 
for reading and the other for 
writing.

Semester revisions
 To accommodate the test-
ing schedule, the Pasadena 
ISD adopted a 2012-2013 
calendar to allow for 20 
weeks of spring instruction. 
The fall calendar consisted of 
16 weeks of instruction.
 Still, school offi cials are 
cautioning parents not to ex-
pect wall-to-wall testing and 
test preparation in the spring.

“The total number of tests 
that a student will take from 
Grade 3 until graduation has 
increased by fi ve,” Summers 
said, “assuming that they 
pass those tests.”
 A projected high occur-
rence of retesting – and the 
resulting potential for an in-
crease in dropouts – is one 
of many STAAR issues that 
have educators concerned.
 “With the rigor of this 
program, some people are 
worried that the need to test 
and retest will accumulate,” 
White said, “and that students 
will become extremely frus-
trated. “A student may fi nd 
himself in a situation where 
he hasn’t been in a course for 
two years and he’s still being 
asked to test on material from 
two years ago. That student 
might ask himself: ‘What 
chance do I have to pass it 
now?’”
 STAAR exams kick off 
on April 1 with fourth-grade 
writing; fi fth-grade math and 
reading; seventh-grade writ-
ing; and eighth-grade math 
and reading. High school stu-
dents will take their EOC ex-
ams for English I, II and III.
 The complete testing regi-
men for Grades 3-8 has ev-
ery grade taking reading and 
math exams every year, fi fth- 
and eighth-graders testing in 
science, fourth- and –seventh 
graders testing in writing and 
eighth-graders testing in so-
cial studies.
 What exactly will happen 
with state testing during the 
2013-14 school year? Educa-
tors are hesitant to guess.
 “This is what we expect 
to be in place for this year,” 
Summers said. “But the legis-
lature could still change half 
of what we’re talking about 
right now.”

Dobie Lassos excel at competition

The Dobie High School Lassos were successful at the 
American Dance/Drill Team Competition held March 2 
at the Moody Gardens Convention Center. After com-
peting with two routines, the JV dance team received a 
90 or above from all judges and took home a trophy for 
a Division I rating. The girls were also given a Judges 
Award for both kick and pom. Lassos are, left to right, 
(front row) Stephanie De La Garza, Crystal Garza, 
(second row) Mayalen Suarez, Keauhna Bailey, Aryn 
Ibarra, LeAnn Guerrero, Naseem Shafaei, Brianna 

Garcia, Diana Castillo, (third row) Nicole Yanney, 
Julissa Perez, Aliana Aleman, Leslie Garcia, Kellie 
Tyer, Raegan Saxton, Dayessi Arboleda, Summer Naser, 
Francelli Monreal, (back row) Emily Le, Rachel Vu, 
Rainy Ferrell, Samantha Schwartz, Laura Stephens, 
Christina Saavedra, Jade Mottu, Macalyn Castro-
Cardenas, Ikea Taylor, Alexis Woodruffe, Patience 
Lyons, Holly Gonzales, Esmeralda Ibarra, Megan 
Schuetz, Marissa Flores and Charish Williams. Photo 
submitted
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 High school students in 
Clear Creek, Pasadena, and 
Sheldon independent school 
districts are becoming col-
lege ready beginning in the 
ninth grade, due to early 
college high school (ECHS) 
partnerships with San Jacinto 
College. As part of Early Col-
lege High School Awareness 
Week March 25 – March 30, 
San Jacinto College contin-
ues to provide an environ-
ment where quality education 
meets tangible career prepa-
ration and student success.
 What began as a national 
initiative in 2002 has now 
grown to include more than 
240 schools serving 75,000 
students in 28 states and the 
District of Columbia. The 
Texas Early College High 
School initiative began in 
2004, with the same fun-
damental principals of pro-
viding the opportunities for 
students to earn an associate 
degree while simultaneously 
completing their high school 
diploma requirements.
 “Each student knows what 
a tremendous opportunity has 
been bestowed upon them 
by attending these schools, 
helping them achieve dreams 
never thought possible; that 
dream is a college degree,” 
said Kate Graham, San Ja-
cinto College South Cam-
pus dual credit director. 
“Research indicates that if a 
student receives 20 or more 
college credit hours while in 
high school, the likelihood 
of earning a college degree is 
much more attainable.”
 The San Jacinto College 
South campus houses Clear 
Horizons Early College High 
School, the college’s fi rst 

ECHS program, in partner-
ship with Clear Creek ISD. 
Now in its seventh year, 
Clear Horizons is one of only 
10 Texas high schools earn-
ing 12 of 12 Texas Education 
Agency (TEA) Gold Perfor-
mance Acknowledgements, 
one of only 66 Texas high 
schools named Exemplary 
in 2011, and ranked the 34th 
Best High School in the state 
of Texas last year by U.S. 
News & World Report.
 “The faculty help students 
learn in ways that work best 
for them and show them how 
to develop good study and 
time management habits, 
more than what’s probably 
possible at a normal high 
school,” said Clear Hori-
zons student, Christian Rose, 
who was named a National 
Achievement Scholarship 
Program semifi nalist.
 In 2011, San Jacinto Col-
lege began a second ECHS 
program, Pasadena Early 
College High School, in a 
partnership with Pasadena 
ISD. This program offers 
high school students college 
courses at both Pasadena 
High School and the San Ja-
cinto College Central Cam-
pus. In only its second year 
of operation, early results 
indicated an increase on the 
COMPASS college readiness 
exam in 10th-grade reading, 
and last summer, 100 percent 
received high enough scores 
in reading to take college-lev-
el courses. Recently the Pasa-
dena ECHS students enjoyed 
a trip to the Central campus 
to learn about science, tech-
nology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) career 
fi elds and student organiza-

Early college high school partnerships 
with SJC set foundations for success

tions and resources available 
like the college bookstore and 
student life offi ce.
 “Creating a college-going 
culture is a vital part of help-
ing at-risk and fi rst genera-
tion college students realize 
their potential,” said Jaynie 
Mitchell, San Jacinto College 
Central campus dual credit 
director. “Students as young 
as ninth grade are capable 
of excelling in college-level 
course work in the right envi-
ronment. Exposure to the rig-
or of college at an early age 
builds positive academic hab-
its and critical thinking skills 
that will serve students well 
throughout their high school 
and college experience and 
on into their adult life.”
 Early College High School 
students like Cynthia Maldo-
nado also become more aca-
demically and career focused. 
“It’s a lot of work, but I see the 
advantage of being here and 
how it prepares me for what 
I would like to do,”  said the 
Pasadena ECHS 10th-grader. 
“One day, I want to buy my 
mom a big house and help her 
go back to school because she 
really likes accounting.” Mal-
donado is currently focusing 
on a career in psychology, 
with hopes to help her mother 
pursue her own college edu-
cation.
 The college’s newest 
ECHS venture, in partner-
ship with Sheldon ISD, is the 
Sheldon Early College High 
School. This past fall, 110 
high school freshmen entered 
the Sheldon ECHS program. 
Modeled after the Pasadena 
Early College High School, 
San Jacinto College faculty 
teach courses at the Shel-

don ECHS facility, located 
at C.E. King High School, 
during the program’s fi rst 
year. Next year, more college 
courses and faculty will be 
added. During the third and 
fourth years of the program, 
the high school students will 
become full-time students 
at the San Jacinto College 
North campus, while taking 
only a few classes at Sheldon 
ECHS.
 “Students have taken San 
Jacinto College courses such 
as Learning Framework 
(EDUC 1300) and Busi-
ness Computer Applications 
(BCIS 1305) this year,” said 
Jennifer Mowdy, San Jacinto 
College North campus dual 
credit director. “This has in-
tegrated them into college 
course work and expecta-
tions, preparing them for next 
year’s courses. Recruitment 
events this spring have been 
well attended, and San Jacin-
to College North and Sheldon 
ECHS are looking forward to 
our second year.”
 Hard work pays off accord-
ing to Sheldon ECHS student, 
Rebeca Cruz. “They didn’t say 
it would be easy; (they said) it 
would be worth it.”
 Graham adds, “It is im-
portant to note the success 
students are having in our 
area and the support that the 
educational institutions pro-
vide to make the programs 
possible.” As Early Col-
lege High School Awareness 
Week approaches, the ECHS 
partnerships with San Jacinto 
College provide students 
with the resources, support, 
and encouragement they need 
to continue on their path of 
higher education.
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Over The Back Fence 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, TAYLOR!
 Former Sagemont residents Travis and 
Delores Washburn wish their oldest of 12 
grandchildren, Taylor Michelle Washburn, 
a belated happy birthday on Monday, March 
25. Taylor graduated from Montgomery High 
School in 2008 and Texas A&M University 
in May 2012. She now teaches third grade 
at Atkinson Elementary. Her dad, Patrick 
Washburn, and aunt Robin Washburn 
Stokely are Dobie graduates, 1985 and 1981, 
respectively. The Washburn family relocated 
to Conroe in the summer of 1985 after Patrick 
graduated. Four of their five children became 
teachers and all live in the Conroe area 
except one son. Robin is a tax and title clerk 
at Weisner in Conroe. Patrick is a JV softball 
coach at The Woodlands College Park High 
school. His brother, Jason, is head baseball 
coach at the same school. Derek, a former 
coach and teacher in the Bryan ISD, has been 
in Vestal, N.Y., for several years. His wife is a 
professor at Binghamton University, and their 
youngest child, Megan Washburn Metcalf, is 
busy taking care of her 17-month old twin girls.  
Prior to motherhood, Megan was a special 
education teacher at Lone Star Elementary in 
Montgomery. Teaching is important in this fam-

ily as two daughters-in-law also teach in addi-
tion to the NY professor. Robin played softball 
and Patrick, Jason and Derek played baseball 
in the Sagemont Beverly Hills Baseball and 
Softball Leagues when they were up near 
the front of Sagemont entrance and also on 
Dixie Farm Road. Delores and Travis helped 
build one of the first concession stands at the 
Dixie Farm Road site. Jason was on the 1983 
Little League team that won state and played 
in regionals in Florida. Patrick played football 
at Dobie when Buster Gilbreath was head 
coach, and had one trip to playoffs but lost 
to La Porte in the first round. This family has 
many fond memories of the Sagemont area, 
especially the Sageriver neighborhood and 
Sagemont Church.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JUDGE DELGADO!
 South Belt’s justice of the peace, Judge Jo 
Ann Delgado, celebrated a birthday Tuesday, 
March 26. Belated birthday wishes are sent to 
her from the Leader staff.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays March 28 through April 3.

Atkinson Elementary
 Birthday greetings are sent to Maria Brito 

April 2.
Burnett Elementary

 Blow out the birthday candles for Judy 
Vazquez April 3.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a party for Melissa Hickman 
is March 28. On March 31, a birthday wish is 
sent to Cheryl Ivens.

South Belt Elementary
 A birthday greeting is sent to Candy 
Howard March 31.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Carlos Torres is wished a happy birthday 
April 1. Laurie Chmarney enjoys a birthday 
April 3.

Melillo Middle School
 The day for a cake for Arlene Sibley is 
March 29. On March 31, Michelle Wheeler is 
sent a birthday greeting. April 3 is the day for 
a cake for Jessamyn Banuelos.

Dobie High
 On March 30, double birthday wishes are 
sent to Betty Hollin and Leslie Seigler-Keton. 
Blow out the birthday candles on a double-
layer cake for Melissa Allen and Johnetta 
Roy April 1. Mayra Cabrera-Rosales, Bill 
Daugherty and Rosa Robinson are wished 
a happy birthday April 3.

Remember When
who was grading their back 
yard. The car had somehow 
been buried in the yard, ap-
parently two or three years 
earlier

30 years ago (1983)
 The Choate Road USA 
ballpark construction was 
fi nally fi nished with the 
installation of an $80,000 
lighting system. 
 Dobie student Lawrence 
Mitchell won the Steve 
Bledsoe Award for most 
outstanding athlete at the 
Brown Relays.

25 years ago (1988)
 A new task force com-
posed of private citizens 
was formed to work with 
the cleanup of the Brio 
waste site.
 A South Belt Security 
Alliance offi cer arrested a 
rape suspect who was ap-
parently running from the 
scene of the crime. Taken 
into custody was a 17-year-
old from the Southpark 
area.

20 years ago (1993)
 Houston Police SWAT 
offi cers responded to the 
11700 block of Kirkmead-
ow in response to a report 
that a possibly armed, hos-
tile man was barricaded in-
side.
 Metro board members 
approved plans to build the 
800-space Fuqua Park & 
Ride.

 South Belt resident Al 
Carter was named best 
sports writer in Texas by 
the Texas Associated Press 
Managing Editors.

15 years ago (1998)
 The baseball fi elds at El 
Franco Lee Park were of-
fi cially dedicated to former 
Houston City Councilman 
Frank Mancuso.
 Dedication of the Lu-
theran Education Center 
was held at Lutheran South 
Academy.

10 years ago (2003)
 Frazier Elementary stu-
dent Jon Lowery won a 
gold medal in physics at the 
elementary school science 
fair sponsored by the Pasa-
dena Independent School 
District.
 The possibility of ter-
mination of term-contract 
teachers caused the Pasa-
dena Independent School 
District board of trustees 
to pass a reduction in force 
resolution.

5 years ago (2008)
 Clear Lake Tactical Unit 
made two drug-related ar-
rests in the Kirkwood sub-
division following an inves-
tigation which began earlier 
in the month.
 Homes with a history of 
fl ooding in the South Belt 
area were the most recent 
to get an opportunity for a 
Harris County Flood Con-

35 years ago ( 1978)
 The city of Houston ap-
proved the purchase of 
44,250 square feet of prop-
erty on Beamer Road for a 
future fi re station.
 The Sonny Encincia 
family got quite a surprise 
at their home on Sageglow 
when an old, abandoned car 
was uncovered by a man 

trol District and Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency buyout. Some resi-
dents who had experienced 
substantial repetitive losses 
were asked to participate in 
the Severe Repetitive Loss 
Pilot program.
 Vandals painted graffi ti 
on the concession stand of 
the recently opened Black-
hawk Park.
 After six months of 
meetings, fi ve public hear-
ings and countless hours 
of work by the members of 
the School Boundary Advi-
sory Committee, the board 
of trustees approved new 
school boundary zones for 
the Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District

1 year ago (2012)
       Former Dobie teacher 
Richard Golenko was 
selected one of 10 national 
winners of the prestigious 
Stephen Sondheim Inspira-
tional Teacher Award pre-
sented annually by the 
Kennedy Center in Wash-
ington. During his 35-year 
career at Dobie, Golenko 
taught sociology and Latin 
and also served as the coach 
of the esteemed Longhorn 
Academic Decathlon team. 
Each of the 10 winners 
received a $10,000 award.
 Dobie teacher Jeanne 
Parlangeli was named the 
2012 Science Teacher of the 

Year by Laying the Foun-
dation, a Dallas-based 
national nonprofit group 
that promotes quality teach-
er training. A 25-year vet-
eran of the area high school, 
Parlangeli teaches AP and 
Pre-AP Physics.

713-947-4200
Davis Powell – Dagley Insurance
powelld5@nationwide.com
12134 Gulf Freeway  Houston, TX  77034

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas       281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmers.com

Furniture Repair Solutions
3520 E. Broadway     Pearland, TX 77581

832-289-5626
- Reupholstery
- Refi nishing
- Antique Restoration
- Wood & Frame Repair
- Recliner Repair

www.furniturerepairsolutions.com

The 2012-2013 J. Frank Dobie Lariaettes display awards they won 
at the American Dance/Drill Team Competition in Galveston re-
cently. Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Chaplain Lorin Mata, 
Spirit Leader Taylor Ard, Lt. Taylor Sias, Maj. Amanda Palacios, 
Col. Samantha Green, Lt. Col. Denise Ma, Lt. Tearra Small, Presi-
dent Princess Tabarez, Designer Amanda Medrano, Secretary Ash-
ley Rodriguez, (second row) Jennifer Acero, Brittany Hampton, 
Nickwanda Nelson, Dalila Galindo, Cecilia Uribe, Cindy Guzman, 
Demi Ayala, Kailyn Perry, Jasmyn Johnson, Karla Reyna, (third 
row) Danielle Buckholt, Savannah Oropeza, Christian Rosales, 

Melina Ceja, Anna-Queen Onokwu, Joanna Espinoza, Dominique 
Jimenez, Dazha McCloud, Tori Maldonado, Janessa Ackman, 
Emmi Kieu, Amalia Perla, Modesta Ugo, Sophia Sarabia, Eliza-
beth Montemayor, (back row) Angelica Zuniga, Destinye Barnes-
Hall, Denise Banda, Abby Pedroza, Jerraca Hubley, Sara Marti-
nez, Geraldine Navarette, Lauren Pettey, Thu Nyugen, Kaila Her-
nandez, Melissa Bonilla, Christina Oliveira, Becky Villegas, Isabel 
Tabarez, Damaris Sidrian, Valerie Mendoza, Cybelle Cerda, Jackie 
Bishof, Dulce Morales and Marlene Martinez.  
  Photo submitted

Lariaettes earn top awards at Moody Gardens
 The J. Frank Dobie Lari-
aettes Drill Team was named 
the Best Of the Best Over-
all Grand Champion at the 
American Dance/Drill Team 
Competition at Moody Gar-
dens in Galveston recently. 
 The Lariaettes were the 
highest scoring team overall 
for the day, beating out 31 
other schools to take the top 
spot.

 Competition was tough, 
as the team competed against 
schools not only from the 
Houston area, but also from 
Dallas-Fort Worth, Austin, 
San Antonio and the Valley, 
but they came out on top.
 The Lariaettes walked 
away with numerous other 
awards including:
 Military Offi cers: Sweep-
stakes and Gussie Nell Davis 

Award (90 or above on all 
routines), Judges Award - Of-
fi cer lyrical, Judges Award - 
Offi cer Jazz, Judges Award - 
Offi cer Hip Hop, Best Over-
all Technique, Best Overall 
Performance, Best Overall 
Choreography, First runner 
up Super Division Offi cers.
 Social Offi cers received 
a Division 1 rating for their 
routine.

 The Ensembles received 
Judges Awards for Hip Hop 
and Lyrical, and also Best 
Overall Choreography.
 The team received the 
following awards:
 Sweepstakes and Gussie 
Nell Davis for 90 and above 
on all routines, Judges Award 
- Team Jazz, Judges Award - 
Team Kick, Judges Award 
- Team Pom, Judges Award 

- Team Modern, Best Over-
all Technique, Best Overall 
Presentation, Best Over-
all Precision, Best Overall 
Choreopgraphy, Champion 
- Super Team Division, and 
Grand Champion Overall.
 There were also two solo 
fi nalists – fourth runner-up 
Maj. Amanda Palacios, and 
third runner-up junior Karla 
Reyna.

  Getting
        Married?

Let 

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

   help you with all your 
                  printing needs.

                        11555 Beamer
                        281-484-4337

 San Jacinto College will 
host a psychology expo to 
allow students to showcase 
class projects and to provide 
information about psycho-
logical topics.
 The expo will continue 
through Thursday, March 28, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
each day. The event will be 
held at the San Jacinto Col-
lege North campus in the 
Monument Room, located on 
the second fl oor of the Slo-
vacek Student Center, 5800 
Uvalde Road.
 The event is free and open 

to the public. Tri-fold posters 
created by San Jacinto Col-
lege students will be on dis-
play at the expo. There will be 
more than 200 projects on dis-
play, and the student projects 
are based on current research.
 Poster topics include men-
tal illness, substance abuse, 
and sexual orientation and 
family issues such as divorce 
and its effect on children. 
Some students have incor-
porated service learning into 
their project, volunteering at 
community-based agencies.
 First-, second- and third-

San Jacinto College to host psychology expo
place awards will be pre-
sented to students based on 
creativity, content and overall 
presentation.
 Darla Rocha, San Jacinto 
College psychology profes-
sor and North campus be-
havioral sciences department 
chair, said students look for-
ward to sharing what they 
have learned with others. 
“The expo gives students op-
portunities to showcase psy-
chological topics while dem-
onstrating creative skills,” 
she said.
 Since the expo began in 

2007, general psychology 
students have participated by 
displaying their original work 
on poster boards with related 
research papers.
 Starting in the current 
spring term, a limited number 
of students taking Learning 
Framework student success 
courses, and some students 
taking introduction to social 
psychology, are also partici-
pating.
 The Learning Framework 
students chose psychologi-
cal topics that directly relate 
to student life such as stress, 

motivation and memory. The 
social psychology students 
collaborate on projects in 
groups of four, conducting 
original observations, experi-
ments, or studies related to 
social psychology.
 There will be a table with 
information about psycholo-
gy and mental health profes-
sions at the expo. Instructors 
will be available to provide 
information about psycholo-
gy and mental health degrees 
and certifi cates. San Jacinto 
College offers psychology 
courses at all three campuses.

Ellington selected 
for Boys State

Lutheran South Academy high school junior, 
Josh Ellington, has been selected by the local 
American Legion Posts to attend Texas Boys 
State this summer. American Legion Boys State 
is among the most respected and selective edu-
cational program of government instruction for 
high school students. It is a participatory pro-
gram where each student becomes a part of the 
operation of his local, county and state govern-
ment. Lutheran South Academy is located at 
12555 Ryewater Drive off Dixie Farm Road.
 Photo submitted

FACEBOOK FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends happy birthday wishes to its 
Facebook friends who celebrate a birthday this week:
 Thursday, March 28: Moses Mondragon, Jennifer 
Blake and Zina Corpus; Friday, March 29: Melissa 
Oliviea, Marquice Scott, Adam Stringer, Mary 
Wilms, Veronica Rivera and Bobby Rodriguez; 
Saturday, March 30: Marilynn Kiel, John Berlitz, 
Gina Escobar, Michelle Matzahn, Walter Luna and 
Kristin Baxter; Sunday, March 31: Sabita Harnamji, 
Beth McDonald, Marsha Flournoy, Ami Havivy, 
Sabine Jones, Eric Schwab, Gilbert Marlowe, 
Cheryl Padora, Eliza Gillock, Gloria Bustamante 
and Sandy Cline; Monday, April 1: Sharon Lay, 
Carol Baccaro, Charlie Heaton and Natasha Logan; 
Tuesday, April 2: Raven Brooks, Minerva Segovia, 
Stephen Hooper, Mona Valerio, Suzette Corona, 
Yvette Cheatwood, Cathy  White, Edward Gish 
and Lisa Bourque; and Wednesday, April 3: Erika 
Saavedra, Lillian Lee, Aimee Salazar-Arroyo, Maria 
Keim and Sharon Rhoads.

 Meet a special guest at 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake’s 24th annual chili 
cook-off on Saturday, April 
6, from noon to 4 p.m. The 
fi rst “fl ight” or appearance 
of the offi cial Hawk mascot 
costumed character will take 
place at approximately 1:30 
p.m. during the event at the 
university’s north lawn, out-
side of the Student Services 
and Classroom Building, 
2700 Bay Area Blvd.
 “UH-Clear Lake’s chili 
cook-off is a popular tradi-
tion that attracts students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and area 
residents, so it offers the per-
fect opportunity to present 
the UH-Clear Lake Hawk 
costumed character to the 
university community,” said 
David Rachita, Mascot Lead-
ership Team member and in-
terim dean of students.

 Student organizations and 
university offi ces will serve a 
variety of chili dishes made 
from their own secret recipes. 
The family-friendly event 
will feature a DJ to keep the 
beat going, karaoke for as-
piring rock stars and amuse-
ments for kids of all ages.
 Chili-tasting kits are avail-
able for $4 to those with 
a UH-Clear Lake I.D. and 
$5 without. Awards will be 
presented to fi rst-, second- 
and third-place chili teams, 
best booth, popular vote and 
more.
 In case of rain, the chili 
cook-off will be canceled and 
the introduction of the Hawk 
will be postponed.
 For information about the 
chili cook-off, visit http://
www.uhcl.edu/chilicookoff 
or call the Offi ce of Student 
Life at 281-283-2560.

UHCL Hawk mascot 
introduced at chili cook-off

11011 Hall Road
Houston, TX 77089
281-481-0314

www.stlukescatholic.com

Located on the grounds of St. Lukeʼs Catholic Church

Email: earlychildhoodcenter@stlukescatholic.com

Enrolling Now for 
All Aboard

2013 Summer Program Registration
June 3 thru July 10, 2013

Summer Program serves children ages 2-10 years old with full and part time programs!

2013-2014 ECC Program Registration
Priority Registration  March 1-17, 2013
Community Registration March 18, 2013
Spots will be fi lled on a fi rst come-fi rst serve basis.

For more information or to schedule a tour, please call the ECC Offi ce.

––– WIN A FREE MONTH TUITION –––

OPEN HOUSE
Thur., April 4 – 7:30 p.m.
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY
Attend the

Church of Your Choice
 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School              9:45 a.m.
 The Fountain (Contemporary)     5 p.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future, Inc.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

281-464-2366281-464-2366
12490 Scarsdale Blvd.12490 Scarsdale Blvd.

FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru April 18FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru April 18
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash

6 wks - 23 mo, $110 per wk •2 yrs old, $100 per wk
3 yrs old & up, $90 per wk

Ms. Janetʼs is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, 
including  MELILLO & MORRIS middle schools and SOUTH BELT elementary.

281-538-5310281-538-5310
3007 Invincible Dr. League City3007 Invincible Dr. League City

Call center for pricesCall center for prices

 Highlights of concerts 
in April and May at San Ja-
cinto College will include a 
large gathering of steel band 
groups, and a two-day brass 
symposium that will feature 
renowned guest artists.
 Unless otherwise noted, 
all concerts are free and open 
to the public.
 The South campus con-
certs will take place in the 
Marie Flickinger Fine Arts 
Center, 13735 Beamer Road 
in Houston.
 The North campus con-
certs will take place in the 
Charles Grant Fine Arts 
Center, 5800 Uvalde Road in 
Houston.
 Unless otherwise noted, 
the Central campus concerts 
will take place in the Monte 
Blue Music Building, 8060 
Spencer Highway in Pasa-
dena.

South campus concerts
 • Tuesday, April 2, 2:30 
p.m. – A recital, under the 
direction of music professor 
Lynne Brandt, will feature 
music students performing 
a variety of selections they 
have been working on in in-
dividual private lessons.
 • Friday, April 12, 7:30 
p.m. – The Community 
Choir, under the direction of 
music professor Cindy Ste-
vens, will perform Mozart’s 
Requiem and Schubert’s 
Mass No. 2 in G-major.

 • Tuesday, April 23, 
7:30 p.m. – Music students 
will present An Evening of 
Guitar, under the direction 
of music professor Jeremy 
Garcia. The concert will fea-
ture individual and chamber 
groups performing classical 
guitar selections.
 • Sunday, April 28, 2:30 
p.m. – A fl ute concert, under 
the direction of Brandt, will 
feature chamber music by 
members of the student Flute 
Ensemble.
 • Monday, April 29, 7:30 
p.m. – a concert, under the 
direction of music profes-
sor Timothy Kochen, will 
feature various styles of jazz 
performed by the Jazz En-
semble.
 • Tuesday, April 30, 2:30 
p.m. – Student Recital II, 
the fi nal student recital, will 
feature music students per-
forming a variety of selec-
tions they are working on 
in individual private lessons 
in preparation for their fi nal 
jury examinations.
 • Tuesday, May 7, 7:30 
p.m. – a concert, under the 
direction of music professor 
Bobby Wren, will feature 
a wide range of selections 
performed by students in the 
Concert Band.
Central campus concerts

 • Friday and Saturday, 
April 5 and April 6 – A two-
day Brass Symposium will 

San Jacinto College schedules spring concerts
feature guest artists and cli-
nicians from around Texas 
and the world.
 Highlights will include 
a performance of the brass 
choir at 7 p.m. on April 5, 
under the direction of Dr. 
Karen Marston and Dr. Paul 
Busselberg, Central campus 
music professors.
 The concert will feature 
the world premiere of a new 
work for choir and brass 
composed by Busselberg. 
The concert will also feature 
a performance by renowned 
guest artist Abbie Conant, re-
garded as one of the world’s 
top trombonists.
 The symposium will 
also include master classes 
throughout the day on April 
6, and will feature a concert 
at 3:30 p.m. featuring the 
Prism Brass Quartet. The 
quartet will perform Fanfare 
for Brass, a selection writ-
ten by San Jacinto College 
faculty composer Joseph 
Schenck. The brass quartet 
program will feature addi-
tional brass compositions.
 The symposium will con-
clude with a 6 p.m. concert 
featuring the Resonance 
Brass Choir, under the direc-
tion of guest conductor Ste-
fan Sanders.
 A highlight will be a per-
formance by San Jacinto 
College brass solo competi-
tion winner Carlos Ozazaba 

performing on tuba.
 For information about ad-
mission costs, and the sched-
ule of events, contact Mar-
ston by phone at 713-898-
6047, or by email at karen.
marston@sjcd.edu.
 • Saturday, April 6, 7 
p.m. – a steel band concert 
in Slocomb Auditorium will 
feature music by the San Ja-
cinto College Steel Band, the 
Texas A&M Steel Band, The 
Lone Star College-North 
Harris Steel Band, calypso 
artist Willard Harris (aka 
“Realtor”), renowned pan 
master Andy Narell, and 
Grammy-award percussion-
ist Mark Walker.
 “This concert will bring 
together the largest assem-
bled steel band in the city’s 
history,” remarked San Ja-
cinto College steel band 
professor Mike Mizma. The 
program will include Na-
rell’s compositions and se-
lections that are part of the 
Narell/Relator collaboration 
“University of Calypso.”

North campus concerts
 • Thursday, April 18, 
10 a.m., and Tuesday, April 
30, 7:30 p.m. – The North 
Campus Wind Ensemble 
will present spring concerts 
which will feature a broad 
range of musical selections 
including a Spanish-styled 
march Sol y Sombra, under 
the direction of San Jacinto 

Stuchbery Student Council at work

Stuchbery’s Student Council has been hard at 
work on a variety of service projects this school 
year including helping to coordinate a mock presi-
dential election, a Thanksgiving food drive and 
a pet food drive and collecting money to support 
blood cancer research through Pennies for Pasta. 
Pictured are the 2012-2013 Stuchbery Elementary 
Student Council representatives. They are, left to 
right, (front row) Alexa Avila, Anthony Benavides, 
Genessis Valtierra, Michael Garza, Trinity Tucker, 

Heidy Alfaro, Catalina Canet, Abby Duron (co-
president), Joe Machado III, (middle row) Tonya 
Davis (sponsor), Julie Trinh, Thao Lam (secretary), 
Montserrat Alba, Mark Chavez, Alize Silva, Jordan 
Reed, Dazia Rios (historian), Destiny Vela, Kris 
Wallis (sponsor), (back row) Jaqueline Gonzalez, 
Kiet Nguyen, Fidel Rueda, Mazzy Payne (co-pres-
ident), Ambreon Jones, Ty Blankenship, Izabella 
Mojica, Angelize Moreno and Karina Del Villar. 
 Photo submitted

College music student Jona-
than Cebrian. Other selec-
tions will include Prelude 
and Fugue in G-minor by 
Bach, and Stars and Stripes 
Forever by John Philip Sou-
sa.
 “Most important and ap-
pealing on our program will 
be a series of songs dedicat-
ed to and in recognition of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
civil rights movement,” com-
mented Dr. Randy Snyder, 
music department chair at 
San Jacinto College North.
 The ensemble will per-
form A Civil War Fantasy
by Bilik, A Movement for 
Rosa Parks by Camphouse, 
and “Summer of 69. Each 
selection will be introduced 
and discussed by San Ja-
cinto College music student 
Charisma Black, who plays 
trumpet and sings. “Our na-
tion has come a long way 
in the area of civil rights 
issues,” Black commented. 
“But my generation must get 
more involved in order for 
that progress to continue.”
 San Jacinto College offers 
music degrees and courses, 
as well as private music les-
sons at all three campuses. 
For more information, visit 
arts.sanjac.edu.

 Clear Creek Community 
Theatre, 18091 Upper Bay 
Road in Nassau Bay, will 
present the classic Oscar Wil-
de comedy, the iconic The Im-
portance of Being Earnest, run-
ning April 5 through April 21, 
at 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 
and 2:30 p.m. on Sundays.
 The comedy is the story of 
two young gentlemen living in 
1890s England who have taken 
to bending the truth in order to 
put some excitement into their 
lives. Jack Worthing has in-
vented a brother, Ernest, whom 
he uses as an excuse to leave 
his dull country life behind to 
visit the ravishing Gwendo-
lyn. Algernon Montcrieff also 
decides to take the name “Er-
nest” when visiting Worthing’s 
young and beautiful ward, 
Cecily, at the country manor. 
Things start to go awry when 
they end up together in the 

country and their deceptions 
are discovered – threatening to 
spoil their romantic pursuits.
 This is a smart, sophisticated 
“comedy of manners” with hi-
larious observations and put-
downs from all the protagonists, 
including the famous and in-
domitable Lady Bracknell.
 Buy individual tickets, 
discounted group tickets or 
season tickets online at www.
clearcreekcommunitytheatre.
com or call 281-335-5228 for 
reservations. Tickets are $14 

Community theater to present 
The Importance of Being Earnest

for adults, and $12 for seniors 
and students.

 San Jacinto College will 
host Open House 2013 events 
at all three campuses during 
the month of April.

The open house events will 
feature information from a 
number of programs college-
wide including academic, 
technical, Continuing & Pro-
fessional Development, the 
Honors program, dual credit 

programs, student life, and 
student services. Faculty, 
staff, and students will be 
on hand to answer questions 
about courses, enrollment, 
fi nancial aid, and educational 
planning. Campus tours will 
also be provided.
 “This event is important 
for prospective students to 
become comfortable with a 

San Jacinto College to host open house events
college campus setting and 
to learn more about the pro-
grams we offer,” said Shelley 
Rinehart, San Jacinto Col-
lege South campus director 
of educational planning and 
counseling. “Coming to the 
campus often alleviates some 
fears about attending college, 
whether prospective students 
are coming straight from high 

school or if they’ve been out 
of school for a long period of 
time.”
 Area high school students, 
veterans, and workforce pro-
fessionals looking to attend 
college for the fi rst time, 
return to college, or receive 
additional training, are en-
couraged to attend the Open 
House event at their nearest 
campus. The following are 
campus dates, times, and lo-
cations:
 • South campus - Thurs-
day, April 11, from 6 to 8 
p.m. in the Welcome Cen-
ter (Building 6). The South 
campus is located at 13735 

Beamer Road in Houston.
 • Central campus - Thurs-
day, April 4, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
in the Interactive Learning 
Center (Building 1). The 
Central campus is located at 
8060 Spencer Highway in 
Pasadena.
 • North campus - Thurs-
day, April 18, from 6 to 8 
p.m. in the Welcome Center 
(Building 6). The North cam-
pus is located at 5800 Uvalde 
Road in Houston.
 One $250 San Jacinto Col-
lege Foundation scholarship 
will be awarded on each cam-
pus. All open house events are 
free and open to the public.

Dobie students help with Trash Bash

Students from Dobie’s aquatic science class par-
ticipated in Trash Bash on Saturday, March 23. 
The students kayaked down Big Island Slough, 
part of Armand Bayou, picking up trash along the 
water’s edge. This trip was made possible by The 
Galveston Bay Foundation; Rani Henderson, man-

ager of education programs; and Cindy Wilems, 
Dobie aquatic science teacher. Pictured are, left to 
right, Randall Roberts, Reniece Arevalo, Carmen 
Aguilar, Liliana Montemayor, Cindy Wilems, 
Bella Wilems and Sonia Bonavita.  
 Photo submitted

 Graduation
ANNOUNCEMENTS

South Belt Graphics & Printing
11555 Beamer  •  281-484-4337

• Top Quality
• Reasonable Prices
• Excellent Service

Hobby Lions 
Club to meet

 Houston Hobby Airport 
Lions Club will meet April 
3 at 11:30 a.m. at the Golden 
Corral at Fuqua and I-45. 
For information, call Monica 
Montoya at 281-794-5531.

Mandi (Orth) Gulledge
at

Hair Care Gallerie
Specializes in 

Long Hair, wedding, prom 
hair styles, etc.

$10 off any service
w/coupon

11211 Sageglen
Houston, TX  77089

Call or Text for Appt.
713-542-9524

Hair Care GallerieHair Care Gallerie

 The Association of 
School Business Offi cials 
International (ASBO) has 
awarded the Clear Creek 
Independent School Dis-
trict the Meritorious Budget 
Award (MBA) for excel-
lence in budget presentation. 
The award is conferred only 

to school entities that have 
met or exceeded the Merito-
rious Budget Award criteria.
 To earn this award, Clear 
Creek ISD submitted its 
2012-2013 budget for a rig-
orous review based on strin-
gent criteria.
 “The award represents a 
signifi cant achievement by 
Clear Creek Independent 
School District, said ASBO 
Executive Director John 
D. Musso. “It refl ects the 
commitment by the fi nance 
staff and the school district 
to achieve the highest stan-
dards of school budgeting.”
 This is the seventh year in 
a row that CCISD has been 
selected for the meritorious 
Budget Award.
 Developed by ASBO for 
school districts, the MBA 
criteria guide school busi-
ness offi cials toward a qual-
ity school budget presenta-
tion by enhancing the school 
business offi cials’ skills in 
developing, analyzing, and 
presenting a school system 
budget.

Clear Creek ISD 
earns finance award

 The Catholic Community of
                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Desmond Daniels, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

Holy Week ScheduleHoly Week Schedule
March 28 – Holy Thursday

(No Confessions)
7:00 p.m. Mass

March 29 – Good Friday
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

3:00 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross

7:30 p.m. Celebración de la Pasión del Señor
March 30 – Holy Saturday

(No Confessions)
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

8:30 p.m. The Great Easter Vigil
March 31 – Easter Sunday Masses

7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m., (9:30 a.m. in Parish Hall),
11:15 a.m. & 1:00 p.m. (Misa en Español)

This Sunday with Rev. Joni Sutton:

www.KSCchurch.org

“A Tale of Rising”
Luke 24:1-10 

Kirkwood South Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Where God Makes Lives Better
10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)

281-481-0004
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.
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Oriental Natural Treatment, 
Refl exology Services, 

Chinese Herb Treatment

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLEGIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Great Hand &
Foot Massage

10904 Scarsdale Blvd.
Suite 290 • Houston

10 a.m.-9 p.m.

281-464-9103

One Hour Foot & 
Body Massage, $20

One Hour Table 
Massage, $40

Allied Foundations

 281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

The name has changed – we are no longer The name has changed – we are no longer MagnoliaMagnolia, but . . ., but . . .
We are still the same people  - We have the same great foodWe are still the same people  - We have the same great food

We have the same great service - We are at the same locationWe have the same great service - We are at the same location

www.savannahcafeandbakery.comwww.savannahcafeandbakery.com

VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL 
YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

14020 Galveston Road, Suite 180
Webster, Texas  77598

281-218-6744
Catering - 713-412-8807

5968 Fairmont Parkway, Suite F
Pasadena, Texas  77505

281-487-1400
Catering - 281-979-6846

WE’RE STILL THE SAME GREAT CAFE & BAKERYWE’RE STILL THE SAME GREAT CAFE & BAKERY

*$5 OFF
With purchases of

$20 or more. 
*Mon. - Thur. ONLY 

*One per table!
*Not Valid with Lunch Specials.

Boiled CRAWFISH!
$7.99 the lb.
Buy 5 lbs. 

Get 1lb. FREE!
Each lb. includes Corn on 

the cob and Potatoes.

9910 Fuqua Street @ Kingspoint    281-888-7307
Formerly Fish Place on Clear Lake City Blvd.

Texas City Location  2902 Fm 1765    409-995-0598 
Open 7 days A Week Lunch Specials 10 am - 3 pm

Come visit our new 
seafood restaurant 

now in your 
neighborhood
 & get these 

specials!

Egg hunt winners

The Highland Meadow Easter Egg Hunt was held 
Saturday, March 23, at the Highland Meadow 
Park. More than 1,300 Easter eggs fi lled with can-
dy were hidden in the park. Sandwiches, chips, 
soft drinks and homemade cupcakes were served 
to the homeowners and children. Special guest was 
Sgt. Mike Kritzler of Precinct 2. Golden Egg win-
ners pictured on top, 8 and up age group Joel Rivas 
Jr.; bottom left to right 1-3 age group, Sophie Au-
tumn Nguyen; 4-7 age group, Michelle Zapata. Each 
received an Easter bunny. Photo by Rudy Alafa

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

Exclusively 55+  ...  L U X U R I O US  ...  Apartment Living.

Phone (281) 481-0988 • Fax: (281) 481-0985
10603 Southdown Trace Trail, Houston, TX 77034

• Movies • Bingo • Computer Classes 
• Knitting • Book Club • Arts and Crafts

• Exercise Classes • Health Seminars 
• Pot Luck Dinners

ACTIVITIES WE OFFER
• Private Garage Included • Large Club House 

• Sparkling Swimming Pool • Business Center • Fitness Center 
• Laundry Care Center • Concierge • Library • Kitchen 

• Card Room • Media Room • Conference Room 
• On Site Hair Salon • Planned Activities and Events

AMENITIES WE OFFER

NOW LEASING

 Finances are a primary 
concern for everyone at 
some point in their lives, 
and no one has a complete 
grasp of all of their com-
plexities.
 Houston Money Week, 
scheduled this year from 
April 6 through April 13, 
provides practical informa-
tion sessions on topics such 
as credit, banking, invest-
ing, homeownership, start-
ing a business, saving for 
college, and numerous oth-
ers.
 Join Christopher Hens-
ley, president of the local 
chapter of the Society for 
Financial Awareness, at the 
Parker Williams Branch 
Library at 1 p.m. on April 
13 to begin “Getting Fis-
cally Fit” in terms of paying 
down debts and beginning 
to build wealth. 
 At 2 p.m., join Hensley 
to discuss college plan-
ning and tips fi nancial aid, 
investment alternatives 
such as the Educational 
IRA, and other strategies 
for preparing for the costs 
involved. “I’m excited to 

be partnering with the Har-
ris County Public Library 
to bring fi nancial literacy 
workshops to Houstonians 
during Houston Money 
Week. Getting fi scally fi t 
and college planning are 
topics that should be impor-
tant to almost everyone,” 
Hensley said. “Our goal at 
these seminars is to provide 
information to help prevent 
people from making costly 
fi nancial mistakes. With 
many Americans living 
from paycheck to paycheck 
SOFA’s mission is to elimi-
nate fi nancial illiteracy one 
community at a time.”
 Parker Williams Branch 
Library is located at 18510 
Scarsdale Blvd. Call the li-
brary at 281-484-2036 for 
more information.
 For more information on 
the Society for Financial 
Awareness, see www.sofa.
org or http://www.houston 
midtownsofa.org.
 For more information, 
including a list of other area 
workshops and events, see 
http://www.houstonmoney 
week.org/

Get “Fiscally Fit” 
at Money Week event

Despite low-key approach, SJC attracts international students
 According to a recent Rice 
University study, greater 
Houston is regarded as the 
most “ethnically diverse met-
ropolitan area” in the nation. 
Like the region it serves, San 
Jacinto College certainly re-
fl ects a rich cultural diversity.
There are 423 attending San 
Jacinto College on interna-
tional visas that represent 58 
nations. Additionally, there 
are hundreds of other stu-
dents from outside the U.S. 
who attend classes at San 
Jacinto College either as part-
time or full-time students 
who are not international visa 
students.
 Surprisingly, San Jacinto 
College is relatively low-
key in regards to recruiting 
international students. “The 
college does not really main-
tain an aggressive interna-
tional student recruitment 
effort, and yet word about 
the positive experience we 

 Returning to college as 
a nontraditional student 
has its obstacles. Along 
with attending classes and 
homework, a student may 
also be simultaneously jug-
gling family, holding down a 
full-time job, and facing the 
challenges embarking on an 
academic journey alongside 
much younger generations.
 That’s where the Never 
Too Late (N2L) Center at 
San Jacinto College comes 
in. Kaye Moon Winters, 
N2L founder, warmly wel-
comes all students with such 
circumstances to stop by, 
sign in and become a part 
of a community that offers 
guidance and inspires stu-
dents to support one another 
during their years in college.
 “Just knowing there were 
other nontraditional stu-
dents like myself, and sup-
port out there should I need 
it, reinforced my decision 
and determination to begin 
my journey to complete my 
degree at 53,” said Melissa 
Bye, whose fi rst try at col-
lege began in 1975. Since 
that time, Bye has worked 

in retail and as a profes-
sional makeup artist. She 
now studies history at the 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake, following her transfer 
from San Jacinto College 
last year. “I cannot say it 
enough-the way the entire 
San Jacinto College commu-
nity embraced me. Return-
ing to college was one of the 
most positive experiences of 
my adult life.”
 The N2L Center is a 
place where nontraditional 
students can fi nd solutions 
to problems and access a va-
riety of student services that 
include work study stations, 
fax machine, refreshments, 
and faculty tutors.
 As Moon Winters says, 
“It’s a place that provides 
an adult atmosphere for 
students with real-world 
responsibilities. These are 
serious students, intent upon 
succeeding. They prefer 
conversing to texting, study-
ing to Facebooking.”
 Winters, a San Jacinto 
College alumna, was a 
nontraditional student who 
graduated with her bache-

Nontraditional students find 
helping hand through college

lor’s degree in 2007, just 11 
days shy of her 60th birth-
day.
 “I’ve traveled the road 
these adult learners are on, 
and I understand their fears 
and needs,” she said. “With 
a foundation grant, we’ve 
provided them with comput-
er tutors, and with the Plus 
50 Completion Program, 
we’re assessing the needs 
of those 50 years of age and 
older with an aim at provid-
ing them with the degrees 
or certifi cations needed to 
put them to work in health 
care, education and social 
services.”
 Activities offered through 
the N2L Center include a 
variety of workshops such 
as Navigating the Internet 
to Get a Job; annual events 
like Breast Cancer Aware-
ness: It’s Never Too Late to 
Palpate; donation drives for 
N2Lers in need; and social 
events like A Little Night 
Music and a Lot of Fun at 
the Victor Wooten Concert.
 For more information 
about the center, visit the 
N2L Facebook page.

offer for international stu-
dents evidently gets around 
through word of mouth, and 
we continue to have a siz-
able amount of students from 
other nations,” commented 
Bernadina Streeter, an inter-
national counselor at the col-
lege.
 International student 
Dren Kondirolli’s story il-
lustrates how people overseas 
fi nd out about San Jacinto 
College simply by word of 
mouth. Kondirolli hails from 
Kosovo, a small nation in 
southeastern Europe. After 
graduating from high school 
in his hometown of Pristina, 
he was researching various 
colleges in Europe for con-
tinuing his education. “As 
I was talking to an advisor 
with YES (Youth Exchange 
and Study international stu-
dent program serving Europe 
and the Middle East), he rec-
ommended San Jacinto Col-
lege,” Kondirolli commented. 
“I had never heard of the 
place. The advisor had a very 
high opinion of San Jacinto 
College, stating the college 
was very affordable, had an 
excellent academic reputa-
tion, and also had a history of 
being very open and helpful 
to international students.”
 Kondirolli quickly found 
out that the YES advisor 
was right. “When I emailed 
educational planners at San 
Jacinto College, the reply 
was instant, and they always 
provided exactly the infor-
mation I needed,” he said. 
Consequently, Kondirolli de-
cided to attend San Jacinto 
College as an international 
student instead of attending 
a college in Europe. Once 
enrolled at the college, it did 

not take him long to fi t in and 
excel academically. “What 
really helped was the one-
on-one assistance I found at 
San Jacinto College when I 
fi rst arrived,” he remarked. 
“There were times that an in-
ternational counselor would 
sit with me for two to three 
hours to make sure I was reg-
istered for the right courses 
for my chosen career fi eld, to 
provide counsel in everyday 
matters and just to make sure 
that I was getting every ser-
vice I needed.”
 Kondirolli plans to earn 
an associate degree in gen-
eral studies next fall and then 
transfer to the University of 
Houston to earn bachelor’s 

and master’s degrees in phar-
macology. His ultimate ca-
reer goal is to return to his 
homeland to work with a 
pharmaceutical company and 
to eventually open a pharma-
cy.
 San Jacinto College inter-
national counselors provide a 
wide range of services to help 
students such as Kondirolli as 
they adapt to their new sur-
roundings, including educa-
tional planning, counseling, 
and registration assistance; 
assistance with complex re-
quirements of immigration 
law and cross-cultural adjust-
ment; processing of immi-
gration documents related to 
passports, visas, employment 

authorization, changes in le-
gal status, and transfer to and 
from other schools; coordina-
tion of orientation programs 
and pre-enrollment services 
for new and transfer inter-
national students; assistance 
with enrollment in English 
for Speakers of Other Lan-
guages courses.
 There are no on-campus 
dorms at San Jacinto College 
for international students, 
and yet there is an informal 
network of support. “Our 
international student popula-
tion has established a pipe-
line which provides lodg-
ing guidance to all new and 
transfer students seeking help 
adjusting and acclimating 
to their new surroundings,” 
commented Streeter.
 For more about the many 
services available for San 
Jacinto College international 
students, visit www.sanjac.
edu/international-students.

Understanding the Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation
(FAR) is scheduled for April 
17-18 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in the Bayou Building at the 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake, 2700 Bay Area Blvd.
 Get the solid, working 
knowledge of the provisions 
of the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation at this two-day 
workshop. The regulations 
control the federal govern-
ment’s purchase of supplies, 
construction and services.
 For information or to register, 
visit www.uhcl.edu/camp, call 
UHCL’s Center for Advanced 
Management Programs at 281-
283-3133 or 281-283-3121, or 
e-mail camp@uhcl.edu.

UHCL 
to offer 
FAR

South Belt Graphics 
& Printing

One stop for all your printing needs

• Business Forms • Business Cards
• Custom Letterheads & Envelopes

• Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes
• Menus • Directories and much more!

11555 Beamer           281-484-4337

CLEAR BROOK
Cross ing

REHABILITATION & HEALTHCARE CENTERREHABILITATION & HEALTHCARE CENTER

NOW NOW 
OPENOPEN

10800 FLORA MAE MEADOWS ROAD10800 FLORA MAE MEADOWS ROAD

832-328-2350832-328-2350
www.clearbrookcrossingrhc.comwww.clearbrookcrossingrhc.com

Beltway 8

Scarsdale
Walgreens

Beam
er

Dixie Farm

AstoriaClear Brook Crossing

Memorial SE Hospital

Private Showers in Every RoomPrivate Showers in Every Room
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

After School Care 

RegisterRegister
Now!Now!

Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!  

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

www.kwikkaronline.comwww.kwikkaronline.com
facebook.com/kwikkartxfacebook.com/kwikkartx

LUBE & SERVICE
Kwik Kar

11210 Scarsdale
281-484-KWIK281-484-KWIK(5945)(5945)

Mon-Sat 8am-7pm • Sun 9am-5pm

FREE
Full Service

Car Wash

With Full
Service

Oil 
Change

$12 Value!

Car Wash
Club

Unlimited
Washes for 
30 Days

(Ocean Wash 
Package)

Includes vacuum  
& wash

3999
 per vehicle

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
One of the Following

Package Wash!
Choose From:
•Ocean Breeze reg $16.99
•Blue Ocean    reg $21.99
•Ocean Signature reg $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, 

SUVs & Limos
Expires 4/15/13

Not valid with any other offer

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

Not valid with any other offer

Bidistrict playoffs
Dobie Lady Longhorns

vs. West Brook Bruins
Thursday, March 28

 Stallworth Stadium, Baytown, 7 p.m.

C&D Burger Shoppe
Our Burgers are the Original 

“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

   Celebrating Our 30th  Year
   Over 3 Million Sold

We Accept
Credit!

Hamburger, 
Fries and 

Med. Drink

Specia
l

Specia
l With Coupon

$4.99
281-481-8606 • 10606 Fuqua

Toni Muse Is At The TOP!!

 Direct 832-200-5648
 Cell 281-389-6519

CHECK OUT MY WEBSITE! ToniMuse.Net 
Remax Hall of Fame Member, Moving Families For 30 Years!

Five Star Realtor 2012-2013, 
Texas Monthly magazine

THINKING OF RELOCATING..
GIVE ME A CALL!
281-389-6519

NEW HOME – Lennar Home/Preserve of High-
land Glen/Secret Falls/Pearland/

Pasadena School District/Harris County.
Call For Information – 281-389-6519SOLD

SOLD

Late goal lands Lady Longhorns top 22-5A seed; boys also No. 1
Williams lifts locals to win;
boys’ league title to JFD, too
 What a special era in Do-
bie High School soccer.
 The Longhorns’ varsity 

boys’ team earned the Dis-
trict 22-5A championship 
after handing Pearland a 2-0 

loss March 22 at The Rig in 
Pearland.
 The locals, who fi nished 
the district race at 11-1-2 
are set to open the bidis-
trict playoffs against the La 

trict as the top seed in the 
playoffs.

JFD boys are champs
 Projected as the pre-
season favorite in the 22-5A 
ranks, Dobie, at least for the 

Porte Bulldogs.
 Dobie’s varsity girls’ 
team, which ended the regu-
lar season as co-champions 
of 22-5A along with Pear-
land, will represent the dis-

most part, took care of busi-
ness en route to the champi-
onship.
 A season ago, the Long-
horns slumped badly down 
the stretch and watched as 

Deer Park claimed the title.
 This time around, the 
Longhorns tidied up their 
routine on the way to fi rst 
place.
 The team won 11 games 
and lost in regulation only 
once, to Memorial. The 
Longhorns tied Pearland 
1-1 in regulation and also 
played Sam Rayburn to a 
0-0 tie in regulation be-
fore losing both matches in 
shootouts.
 Other than that, the 
Longhorns were consistent 
on their march to the top. 
Now comes the hard part.
 With two Region III fi -
nal four appearances since 
2009, the Longhorns don’t 

like to settle for just get-
ting there. Now comes the 
chance to get back to prom-
inence. 
Lady Horns exact revenge
 Pearland dealt the equal-
izer, defeating Dobie 2-0 
March 22 at Veterans Sta-
dium in Pasadena to grab a 

share of the District 22-5A 
crown.
 The rematch against the 
Lady Oilers to decide play-
off seeds in 22-5A went 
down to the wire before ju-
nior Alyssa Williams came 
to the rescue.

Continued on Page 6B

Oiler softball

trips Dobie

in 5-3 fi nish
At right, Chezni Critch-
fi eld and her teammates 
battled until the fi nal out 
before losing 5-3 to Pear-
land in a big District 
22-5A matchup March 
26 at the Pasadena ISD 
sports complex. Pearl-
and built a 5-1 lead en-
tering the bottom of the 
seventh before the Lady 
Longhorns rallied, load-
ing the bases with no 
outs. The locals scored 
a pair before Pearland 
pitcher Samantha Show 
escaped with the win. 
At 4-3 after the fi rst half 
of league play, the Lady 
Longhorns are in fourth 
place. The team will be 
back in action against 
South Houston March 
28, at the PISD complex. 
Game time is 6:30 p.m. 
See more softball news 
on Page 6B.

Photo by John Bechtle

Brook boys net third
 District title hopes 
dashed by Clear Lake, the 
Clear Brook varsity boys’ 
soccer team eventually 
wound up third in the Dis-
trict 24-5A race.
 Clear Lake won the title, 
and Brazoswood fi nished 
off a solid late-season push, 
defeating the Wolverines 

2-0 March 25 at Slate Field 
to secure the No. 2 seed. 
 Clear Brook led the 24-
5A race at 5-0-1 after the 
fi rst half of district play but 
could not fi nish off the deal.
 Not to worry, though, as 
the Wolverines are alive and 
well as the playoffs open.

Continued on Page 6B

Sophomore Mariah Escobar will play a big role on the 
defensive end for the Lady Longhorns of Dobie High 
School as the co-champions of District 22-5A open the 
playoffs against Beaumont West Brook.

Marvin Solis is one of several Dobie seniors looking to 
close their playing careers at the school with a deep run 
in the state soccer playoffs. It all starts against La Porte 
in the bidistrict round.              Photos by Gary Williams

STEAK&SHRIMP 
SPECIAL

8 oz. sirloin steak, three grilled or fried shrimp. 
Served with fries and garden salad.

$17.95
PerrysRestaurants.com

Nemesis Rayburn next

Dobie baseball run-rules Eagles, 
capping up-and-down 22-5A run
 It shouldn’t take Do-
bie varsity baseball coach 
Miguel Torres long to fi g-
ure out where he’s seen the 
same scenario play out be-
fore.
 Although his 2013 roster 
of players is vastly differ-
ent than that of 2012, he’s 
seen his Longhorns produce 
similar results.
 It’s the win one, lose one 
concept that he can’t seem 
to get out of his sight.
 Right now, the Long-
horns are on the upswing, 
having defeated Pasadena 
10-0 March 26 at Maguire 
Field by run rule in fi ve in-

nings. Junior Travarus An-
sley, Dobie’s starting and 
winning pitcher, went the 
distance for the win.
 The left-hander struck 
out the side in the third and 
fi fth innings, winding up 
with nine strikeouts in the 
game.
 Ansley also highlighted 
a four-run, third inning with 
a two-run double that gave 
the Longhorns all the room 
they would need to defeat 
the Eagles, who fell to 1-4 
in District 22-5A play.
 For the game, Ansley 
was 3 for 4 with the two-
run double and a triple. Jose 

Reyes was 2 for 3 with an 
RBI double, and Michael 
Munoz had two hits and two  
RBIs. Tyler Baumann also 
ripped a two-run double.
 For the Longhorns, the 
momentum swing is big 
after the locals lost 11-1 
March 22 at Alvin.
 The Yellowjackets capi-
talized on four walks and 
a hit batsman in one inning 
and six walks in another to 
score 10 of their 11 runs.
 “When we throw strikes, 
we can beat anybody on 
any given day,” Torres said. 
“But that’s the case with 
most good teams. You have 

to be able to make your op-
ponent earn what they get.”
 With back-to-back 
games coming against Sam 
Rayburn and Pearland to 
close out the fi rst half of 
District 22-5A play, the 
Longhorns are 3-2 and 
alone in fourth place. 
 Sam Rayburn is 2-3 to 
this point in the season, but 
the Texans defeated Dobie 
in each of the three 22-5A 
meetings a season ago. It’s 
time for Dobie to take a big 
step. And beating Pearland 
April 1 would be an even 
bolder step.

Continued on Page 3B
A FAMILY OWNED COMPANY YOU CAN TRUSTA FAMILY OWNED COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

NEW LISTING - Beverly Hills Sec. 8, Great 3/2/2, Approx. 1,452 sq. ft., updated kitchen counter-
tops, cabinets, Lam. wood fl oors, fl ex-room (study, playroom) $108,000. Call Tami at 713-628-4157.

PRICED TO SELL – BAY GLEN - Clear Lake, 4/2.5/2, over 2,200 sq. ft., 2 story in desirable 
neighborhood. Move-in ready, $164,500. Call Judy at 281-703-6309.
KIRKWOOD - ALL UPDATED - 4/2/2 detached garage W/Silstone countertop, new carpet and 
two-tone paint inside. Large den w/fi replace. Both formals. Must see this one! $122,500. Call Troy 
at 713-962-4485.

"The Company You'll Keep"

Top Agents!

Superior Service!

Personal Attention!

= Positive Results!

= Positive Results!

RRoy Shiflett Realtors
        281-481-3733

Be one of our ★ 1,000’s ★ of satisfied customers!

Buying or Selling “New” or “Pre-Owned”

Let Our Experience Work for You!

Celebrating
 “43” years!

NEW LISTING - SAGEMEADOW - Beautiful 4/2/2 w/open fl oor plan. Saltillo tiled 
kitchen, living &  hallways, huge living w/fi replace & walk-in wet bar. Large kitchen, gas 
range, great backyard, cov. patio, $129,900. Call Troy at 713-962-4485.

SOLDSOLD

SOLD in 4 days
SOLD in 4 days

Bidistrict playoffs
Dobie Longhorns

vs. La Porte Bulldogs
Friday, March 29, 7 p.m.

 Ray Maddry Stadium, Channelview

Clear Brook Wolverines

vs. Fort Bend Austin
Thursday, March 28, 8 p.m.

 Manvel High School
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Sports calendar
TRACK AND FIELD
Thursday, March 28

Dobie varsity girls at Rockhold Relays, Baytown, TBA
Dobie varsity boys at Clear Springs Invit., TBA

Wednesday, April 10
PISD intermediate girls’ meet, Auxiliary, 4:30

Thursday, April 11
PISD intermediate girls’ meet, Auxiliary, 4:30

Tuesday, April 16 through Thursday, April 18
PISD intermediate boys’ and girls’ champs., Aux., 4:30

TENNIS
Thursday, March 28

Dobie varsity at Sunseri Memorial tourn., Galv., TBA

Friday and Saturday, April 5-6
Dobie varsity at 22-5A champs., Strawberry, TBA

SOFTBALL
Thursday, March 28

Brook varsity hosts Houston Lamar, 6:30
Dobie varsity vs. S. Houston, PISD complex, 6:30
Dobie JV vs. S. Houston, PISD complex, 5:00
Brook JV hosts Houston Lamar, 5:00

Thursday, April 4
Brook varsity at Brazoswood, 6:30
Brook JV at Brazoswood, 5:00

Friday, April 5
Brook varsity at Clear Springs, 6:30
Brook JV at Clear Springs, 5:00

Tuesday, April 9
Brook varsity hosts Clear Lake, 6:30
Brook JV hosts Clear Lake, 5:00

BASEBALL
Thursday, March 28

Brook varsity hosts Brazoswood, 7:30
Dobie varsity vs. Rayburn, Maguire, 7:00
Dobie JV vs. Rayburn, Maguire, 4:00
Brook JV at Brazoswood, 7:00
Brook sophomores at Brazoswood, 4:30
Dobie sophomores host Rayburn, Dobie, 4:00

Monday, April 1
Dobie varsity hosts Pearland, Dobie, 4:00
Dobie JV at Pearland, 4:00

Thursday, April 4
Brook varsity hosts Clear Springs, 7:30
Brook JV at Clear Springs, 4:30
Brook sophomores at Clear Springs, 7:00

Friday, April 5
Dobie varsity hosts South Houston, Dobie, 4:00
Dobie JV at South Houston, 4:00
Dobie sophomores vs. South Houston, PISD, 4:30

Saturday, April 6
Brook varsity at Clear Lake, 1:00
Brook JV hosts Clear Lake, 11 a.m.
Brook sophomores host Clear Lake, 2:00
Dobie sophomores at Pearland, noon

Monday, April 8
Dobie JV vs. Memorial, Maguire, 7:00
Dobie sophomores vs. Memorial, Maguire, 4:30

Tuesday, April 9
Dobie varisty at Pasadena Memorial, 4:00
Brook varsity hosts Clear Falls, 7:30

 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District’s in-
termediate track and fi eld 
season got out of the gate 
March 21 with the fi rst 
boys’ meet of the season at 
Auxiliary Stadium in Pasa-
dena.
 Locally, the Beverly 
Hills’ eighth-grade team 
grabbed the team title, with 
Thompson third.
 Beverly Hills’ seventh-
grade team, meanwhile, 
was second behind Bondy.
BHI 8s win championship
 The Bears’ eighth-grade 
team used a balanced scor-
ing effort as well as several 
gold-medal wins to capture 
the boys’ team crown.
 Beverly Hills collected 
168.5 points to easily out-
distance Bondy’s 107 for 
second. Bondy held off 
Thompson, which took 
third with 102.
 The Bears began their 
march to the team title by 
winning the 4x100-meter 
relay in a time of 48.70 sec-
onds.
 The title-grabbing four-
some included Jemarcus 
Smith, Kyle Saunders, Eric 
Nguyen and Antonio John-
son, and the win was worth 
a quick 20 points.
 A bit later, the same four 
athletes combined to win 

the 4x200-meter relay with 
a time of 1:42.00 for anoth-
er 20 points.
 Beverly Hills fi nished 
the third of three relays by 
placing third in the 4x400 
event at 4:11.00. That group 
included Jurail Jones, Ju-
won Jones, Daniel Williams 
and Brandon Gonzalez.
 Jeremy Davis was by 
far the fastest athlete to the 
fi nish line in the 100-meter 
hurdles, with his time of 
16.10 worth 10 points for 
the Bears. Teammate Dan-
iel Williams was fourth at 
17.64 for four points.
 Jurail Jones was another 
champion for the Bears as 
he won the 200-meter dash 
at a time of 23.93, winning 
by more than a second. 
Teammate Smith (25.36) 
was fourth for four points, 
and Jaleel Thomas picked 
up a point for sixth place at 
25.72.
 Nguyen led the way in 
the triple jump as his leap of 
35 feet, nine inches edged 
teammate Williams (35’3”), 
who was second.
 Diego Ortiz placed sec-
ond in the 800-meter run, 
hanging near the front all 
the way. 
 In the end, Ortiz’s time 
of 2:25.00 was runner-up, 
with teammate Christian 

Peneloza sixth for a point at 
2:32.62.
 Elsewhere in the fi eld 
events, Beverly Hills’ Oscar 
Armenta was the winner of 
the discus, easily topping 
the rest of the fi eld as he 
had a best throw of 98 feet, 
8 inches.
 Jacoby Davis was third 
for a bronze medal in the 
high jump as his effort of 
4’10” did the job. Team-
mate Euro Diaz (4’8”) tied 
for fi fth.
 The Bears scored big 
in the shot put, getting 18 
combined points from Jer-
emy Davis, Jay Armstead 
and Roland Wilkins.
 Peneloza’s leap of 17’3” 
was third-best in the long 
jump.
 At 39’6”, Davis was 
second, followed by Ar-
stead (38’8” for third) and 
Wilkins (37’7” for fourth).
 In other events, the 
Bears’ Diaz posted a time of 
1:02.39 for fi fth place in the 
400-meter run.
 Peneloza (46.78) was 
third-best and Nguyen 
(48.61) sixth in the 300-me-
ter hurdles.

Lions 8s are third
 The Lions’ eighth-grade 
team had an impressive 
third-place fi nish in the fi rst 
meet of the season, scoring 

102 points.
 Oren Matthews captured 
one of two gold medals 
for Thompson in the high 
jump. He led the way with 
a leap of 5’0” for the win.
 The team’s other gold 
went to Julian Bowers, who 
easily won the long jump 
while making his way to the 
17’10” mark.
 At 34’5”, Bowers took 
home a bronze medal for 
third place in the triple 
jump.
 Zion Walker gave it his 
all in an effort to win the 
2,400-meter run before he 
eventually grabbed second 
place at 8:11.00.
 At the 1,600-meter dis-
tance, Walker again fi nished 
second to Alex Serrato, who 
won both the 2,400- and 
1,600-meter events. In the 
1,600-run, Walker’s time 
was 5:24.00. 
 The Thompson boys 
were also second in the 
4x100-meter relay in a 
time of 49.07. That group 
included Jeremy Williams, 
Matthews, Julian Bowers 
and Isaiah Allen.
 Earl Newton was solid 
for the Lions in the 100-me-
ter hurdles as his time of 
17.34 was second. 
 Newton came back for 
another second-place run in 

the 300-hurdles, this time 
coming in at 45.49. Team-
mate Jose Martinez was 
fi fth in a time of 48.50.
 Allen continued the Li-
ons’ string of second-place 
honors as he blazed his 
way to a time of 11.90 for 
the runner-up spot in the 
100-meter dash.
 Bowers’ time of 24.96 
gave him a second-place tie 
in the 200-meter dash.
 The Lions’ 4x400-meter 
relay squad combined for a 
fourth-place fi nish in a time 
of 4:15.00 as Landen Cun-
ningham teamed with Hec-
tor Rojas, Mario Rainey and 
Newton.
 Matthews cleared the 
7’0” mark for a fourth-place 
tie and two points.

BHI 7s place second
 Bondy put together a 
dominating performance to 
win the seventh-grade boys’ 
meet with 223.5 points. Up 
next was Beverly Hills with 
120 while third-place San 
Jacinto (72) was a distant 
third.
 Beverly Hills got out of 
the gate by taking second 
in the 4x200-meter relay. 
Bondy won at 51.51, with 
the Bears second at 53.53. 
 The Bears were rep-
resented in the event by 
Dwayne Robinson, Isaac 

Santos, Edward Pittman and 
Sedrick Romar. 
 The team got a fi rst-
place effort from Malik 
Anthony in the 100-meter 
hurdles as he had a time of 
17:20. Teammate Bennett 
Oko (18.17) was fourth and 
John’te Horace (18.34) was 
fi fth.
 Pedro Alba won a gold 
medal in the discus event 
as his throw of 86’0” was 
easily the best of the event. 
Teammate Isaiah Vasquez 
placed second at 81’7”.
 Frankie Camacho 
stepped up with a great ef-
fort in the shot put, winning 
the event with a throw of 
35’7”. Anthony’s heave of 
35’0” was third-best, and 
Vasquez (34’0” ) placed 
fourth.
 The Bears grabbed 16 
team points in the 4x200-
meter relay in a time of 
4:34.00 as Robinson, San-
tos, Pittman and Romar 
again teamed.
 Jacob Negrete won a 
third-place bronze medal 
for his time of 2:36.27 in 
the 800-meter run, and Oko 
and Horace did additional 
great work in the 300-meter 
hurdles.
 Oko’s time of 49.38 
placed him second for eight 
points, and Horace was 

third at 50.11.
 In the long jump, Santos 
placed third while making 
his way to the 16’8 1/2” 
mark. 
 Triple jumper Robinson 
scored eight points for the 
Bears as he came up with 
a leap of 32’1” for second 
place. 

Lions’ 7s are ninth
 Thompson’s seventh-
grade team scored eight 
points to place ninth in the 
fi nal standings.
 Ramon Hernandez me-
daled for the Lions, placing 
third in the discus at 81’6” 
for six points.
 Jacob Sulak’s leap of 
25’7” gave him sixth place 
and a point in the triple 
jump.
 In the 300-meter hurdles, 
Mason Douglas came up 
with a time of 51.74, which 
also secured a point for 
Thompson.
 Others who competed 
included Mark Cerna, Dez-
mond Carter, Keoni Con-
away, Anthony Gay, Gabre 
Anderson, Andrew Logan, 
Sean Nguyen, Thomas 
Lugo, Ali Bashtawi, Darian 
Tijerina, Jason Lu, Ronald 
Lofton, Christian Sterling, 
Marcos Rodriguez, Dylan 
Schwerdtfegar and Emanu-
el Ramirez. 

 An early frontrunner 
has emerged on the girls’ 
track and fi eld scene within 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District.
 The Beverly Hills 
eighth-grade team scored 
156 points to outdistance 
four other teams which 
scored 90 or more. Bondy 
was second with 98, while 
Thompson’s 92 was fourth.
 In the seventh-grade 
meet, Bondy scored 128 to 
hold off Thompson, which 
tallied 109 for second. Bev-
erly Hills’ 90.5 was fourth-
best.

BHI 8s are champs
 The Lady Bears set the 
tone for the rest of the sea-
son with a victory in the 
opening meet at Auxiliary 
Stadium.
 It didn’t take the locals 
long to get things started as 
Natalie Zaragoza grabbed 
fi rst place in the 2,400-me-
ter run, coming in at 
9:56.90.
 Teammate Crystal Glov-
er contributed quickly as 
well, placing fi fth in the 
same event at 10:41.09.
 Beverly Hills nipped 
Thompson at the wire to 
win the 4x100-meter relay 
in a time of 54.15, com-
pared to 54.28 for Thomp-
son.
 The Lady Bears’ 4x100 
relay squad included Nia 
Herman, Marsha Jordan, 
Taja Tillman and Zaria 
Thomas.
 Alezaii Trevino and 
Macy Williams gave the 

Lady Bears a lift in the 
800-meter run, adding to 
the team’s total.
 Trevino’s time of 2:56.34 
was second, with Williams 
in at 3:02.18 for second 
place.
 Beverly Hills kept 
the points coming in the 
100-meter hurdles as Ter-
rilyn Davis scored a time 
of 18.88 for the runner-up 
spot, and teammate Kathri-
na Villanueva fi fth at 19.75.
 Thomas and Tillman 
stood out in the 100-me-
ter dash for Beverly Hills. 
Thomas was the winner at 
12.57, with Tillman in the 
fi fth spot at 13.55.
 With a win in the 4x200-
meter relay for a fast 20 
points, Beverly Hills began 
to take over.
 Herman, Thomas, Davis 
and Jordan teamed in the 
event, with Jordan crossing 
the fi nish line at 1:59.32 for 
the win.
 Nicole Caligone did her 
part in the 400-meter dash, 
winning in a time of 1:10.58 
to give her team 10 points.
 Also helping out was the 
Lady Bears’ Audrey Wand-
ji, whose time of 55.91 was 
the best in the 300-meter 
hurdles.
 The Lady Bears contin-
ued to show their depth in 
the 200-meter dash, with 
Camille Singleton easily 
taking the fi rst-place honor 
at 27.43. Teammate Davis’ 
time of 30.31 was fi fth-best.
 Zaragoza was also in the 
fi eld for the 1,600-meter 

run, where she was third at 
6:26.09. The Lady Bears’ 
Lauren Escobar placed 
fourth at 6:26.24.
 Beverly Hills earned a 
sweep of the relays, claim-
ing the 4x400-meter event 
in a time of 4:39.94 for a 
nearly 10-second victory.  
 The Lady Bears’ group 
included Wandji, Daejonae 
Grisby-Collins, Escobar 
and Singleton.
 Wandji made her way to 
the fi eld events, where her 
leap of 4 feet, 2 inches tied 
for fourth place.
 In the shot put, Beverly 
Hills got another two points 
as Michelle Kristoff’s throw 
of 24’5 1/2” was fi fth-best.  
 Herman’s leap of 13’1 
1/4” in the long jump was 
good for sixth place.

GAT 8s are fourth
 In a four-team battle for 
second place, Thompson 
wound up fourth with 92 
points.
 Like Beverly Hills, 
Thompson used its overall 
team depth to score points 
in bunches.
 The Lady Lions sprinted 
with Beverly Hills to the 
fi nish line before taking 
second in the 4x100-meter 
relay.
 Jazmyn Bolden, Otisha 
Harris, Kishina Smith and 
Jade Giron teamed to post a 
time of 54.28 in the event.
 In other events, Thomp-
son’s Cassandra Garcia 
scored a point for her sixth-
place fi nish (3:03.67).
 Bolden scored six points 

for a third-place fi nish in 
the 100-meter hurdles with 
a time of 19.24.
 Jiron made a bid to win 
the 100-meter dash before 
winding up second in the 
event at 12.82, and Harris’ 
time of 13.88 was good for 
sixth place.
 Smith and Chelsea 
Cubos combined to score 
points for the Lady Lions in 
the 400-meter run.
 Smith was second with a 
time of 1:12.02, and Cubos 
ran to the line in a time of 
1:12.15 to tie for fourth 
place.
 The Lady Lions got a ter-
rifi c performance from Trin-
ity Curry in the 300-meter 
hurdles as her time of 58.78 
was third-best.
 A time of 30.75 placed 
Thompson’s April Gar-
cia sixth in the 200-meter 
dash, and the Lady Lions 
were also third overall in 
the 4x400-meter relay with 
a time of 4:57.67. The team 
included Cubos, Smith, 
Harris and Jiron.
 Kiara Wells’ best throw 
of 26’9” in the shot put gave 
her second place and a sil-
ver medal, and Smith 26’6” 
was third in the triple jump.
 The Lady Lions went 1-2 
in the long jump to score 18 
points in a hurry. 
 Bolden’s jump of 13’9” 
was the best in the district, 
and Giron went to the 13’7” 
mark for second place.

Lady Lion 7s second
 Bondy held on for the 
seventh-grade girls’ title, 

but the Lady Lions made an 
impressive debut to fi nish 
with 109 points for second.
 Thompson got off to 
a good start in the relays, 
placing third in the 4x100-
meter event in a time of 
57.22.
 In the event, Mariah Wil-
liams and Jocelyn Thomp-
son ran the fi rst two legs 
with A’Naya Thomas and 
Brittany Sanders closing.
 In the 800-meter run, the 
Lady Lions’ Janae Shanklin 
was second to give her team 
eight points in a time of 
2:51.65.
 A time of 20.65 gave 
Thompson a third-place fi n-
ish in the 100-meter hurdles.
 The Lady Lions also 
came up big in the 100-me-
ter dash. Icelande Robin-
son’s time of 14.04 was 
third-best, and Tyra Adams’ 
time of 14.51 was sixth-
best.
 In the 4x200-meter relay, 
the Lady Lions snagged an-
other 12 points for a time of 
2:04.74 as Yvonne Whaley 
and Thompson were joined 
by Semeria Jackson and 
Shanklin in the event.
 At 1:13.35, the Lady Li-
ons’ Adams took second 
place in the 400-meter run, 
and Jackson was second in 
the 300-meter hurdles after 
delivering a time of 59.88.
 Robinson made a charge 
to win the 200-meter dash 
before winding up second in 
a time of 30.87, and Whal-
ey’s effort of 31.10 was 
third-best.

 The Lady Lions were 
fourth in the fi nal relay of 
the meet – the 4x400-meter 
distance. There, Emmerson 
Snyder and Whaley teamed 
with Maria Pedroza and 
Shanklin to post a time of 
5:10.89.
 The Lady Lions’ Thomp-
son scored once more in the 
high jump, going over the 
4’2” mark in fewer attempts 
for third place.
 In the discus event, the 
Lady Lions’ Jackie Garcia 
scored well, placing second 
with an effort of 61’ 6 1/4”.
 Garcia was also in the 
mix in the discus event as 
her best throw of 23’5” was 
third overall. Teammate 
Chelsey Keener’s top throw 
of 23’1 1/2 was fourth.
 Thompson’s Hilary Ba-
zaldua (24’1/2”) was fourth 
in the triple jump.

BHI 7s place fourth
 In a very competititve 
debut meet for the seventh-
grade girls’ athletes, Bev-
erly Hills placed fourth in 
the fi nal standings with 90.5 
points.
 The points began mount-
ing for the Lady Bears in 
the 2,400-meter run as 
Natalie Diosdado (fourth at 
10:49.92) and Alondra Rios 
Lopez (fi fth at 10:59.48).
 The team then came 
away with 20 points for the 
win in the 4x100-meter re-
lay, winning easily at 54.89.
 The winning foursome 
included Amentanese 
Simien, Jakara Henry, Na-
tasha Walters and Khataria 

Lewis.
 Andrea Perez (3:02.34) 
and Ayanna Nguyen 
(3:04.55) were fi fth and 
sixth, respectively, in the 
800-meter run.
 Amber Terrill contribut-
ed in the 100-meter hurdles 
as her time of 19.78 was 
second, and Ayline Vela 
posted a time of 21.05 for a 
share of sixth place.
 Lewis was in the running 
for the 100-meter dash title 
before taking second for 
eight points at 13.42.
 She was also a mem-
ber of the Lady Bears’ 
4x200-meter relay team 
that won the event in a time 
of 2:02.18, edging South 
Houston. Joining Lewis was 
Terrell, Simien and Henry.
 At 1:15.49, the Lady 
Bears’ Samantha Olivares 
was fourth in the 400-me-
ter dash, and Kristen Patton 
(31.46) and Lewis (31.83) 
fi nished fi fth and sixth, 
repectively, in the 200-me-
ter dash.
 The Lady Bears were 
sixth in the fi nal times in 
the 4x400-meter relay with 
a time of 5:17.21 as Yicell 
Gonzalez, Mikayla Love-
joy, Darienne Monreal and 
Olivares teamed for the ef-
fort.
 In the fi eld events, the 
Lady Bears scored well in 
the long jump as Henry was 
the champion with a leap of 
14’ 1/2”, and Walters (12’11 
1/2”) was third. 
 The season resumes 
April 10.

Pasadena ISD track and fi eld

BHI eighth-grade boys’ win; Lions compete well

Lady Bear 8s win opening meet; Thompson roars

The coach pitch Yankees of the Sagemont-Beverly 
Hills Little League took fi rst place in their divi-
sion during the league’s preseason tournament at 
El Franco Lee Park. Members of the team are, left 
to right, (front row) Bubba Moya, Alfred Estrada, 
Eden Diaz,  Jordan Peralez, (middle row) Michael 
Alvarez, Billy Junkin, Jacob Juarez, Raydin Gar-

cia, Nate Montemayor, Christian Ibarra, Gabriel 
Smiley, (back row) coach Alfred Estrada, coach 
Desmond Carter, manager Rudy Peralez and coach 
John Moya. Not pictured is player Javien Carter 
and coach Eddie Betancourt. The Yankees also took 
home third-place honors during the SBHLL parade 
fl oat decorating contest.

Coach pitch Yankees win preseason tourney

Read your favorite newspaper online 24/7 at www.southbeltleader.com Vasquez leads Dobie girls’ golf at 22-5A tourney
 Jackie Vasquez captured 
the runner-up spot at the 
District 22-5A varsity girls’ 
golf tournament, leading 
the Lady Longhorns to a 
third-place overall team fi n-
ish.
 Champion Pearland and 
second-place Alvin were 
in front of Dobie, but there 
was plenty to celebrate 
as the Lady Longhorns 
grabbed third place with a 
combined two-round score 
of 884 for fi ve players over 
the two days.
 The two-day event was 

played March 25-26 at Ev-
ergreen Pointe Golf Club 
in Baytown. Cool tempera-
tures hindered the play-
ers early on both days, but 
Vasquez played through the 
rough patches.
 “The fi rst day was really 
cold, so the scores on the 
front nine were higher than 
normal,” Dobie coach Chris 
Ferguson said.
 “Jackie shot a 53 on the 
front nine but came back 
with a 45 on the second nine 
once things started to warm 
up outside.”

 After the fi rst-day 98, 
Vasquez had a second-
round score of 94 to fi nish 
at 192 for the two days, just 
one stroke off the lead.
 Vasquez, also a Region 
III qualifi er last season, is 
headed to the big event once 
more, this time April 15-16 
at Eagle Point Golf Club in 
Mont Belvieu.
 Vasquez and Ferguson 
both know the competition 
will be much tougher at re-
gionals. Scores fi gure to be 
much lower, and advancing 
to state is diffi cult for any-

one in the mix.
 Regardless, Ferguson is 
pleased to have had Vasquez 
lead the girls’ program this 
season and into the future.
 Cera Alvarado, Autumn 
Lefever, Cecelia Cardenas 
and Cassidy Peng also com-
peted for the Lady Long-
horns.
 “One of my fi rst goals 
here was to fi eld a full girls’ 
team in the tournaments,” 
Ferguson said. “I believe 
this is the fi rst time in 10, 15 
years we’ve done that. All 
of the girls should be proud 

of what they’ve done. “
 As for boys’ play, Dobie 
junior Ben Arnett is the fa-
vorite to win the District 22-
5A tournament, which will 
be held at Evergreen Pointe 
April 8-9.
 “Ben Arnett is obviously 
a terrifi c talent,” Ferguson 
said. “I told him early on 
that I wasn’t going to mess 
with his swing. 
 “With the boys’ team, we 
just wanted to keep being 
competitive and keep things 
going. We’ve done that so 
far.” 

San Jacinto softball
is No. 18 nationally
 Perhaps a special fi nish 
to the season is in store for a 
San Jacinto College softball 
team that has jumped into 
the national rankings at No. 
18.
 With just three starters 
back from last season, San 
Jacinto wasn’t on the na-
tional radar, and a slow start 
to the season didn’t help.
 Since being 10-12 at 
one point during noncon-
ference play, head coach 
Kelly Saenz’s team is 16-4, 
including six wins in eight 
conference games.
 San Jacinto has split four 
games with defending Re-
gion XIV champion Blinn. 
On March 20, the two teams 
won a game apiece.
 Shannon O’Connor, a 
2012 Dobie High School 
graduate, helped Blinn de-
feat San Jac 2-1 in the fi rst 

game, allowing just three 
hits and an unearned run.
 In the second game, also 
started by O’Connor, San 
Jacinto built a 6-0 lead and 
went on to win the game 
7-6 in eight innings as Blinn 
forced extra frames.
 After taking on Galves-
ton College March 27 after 
press time, San Jacinto is 
set to play Trinity Valley in 
a Region XIV doubleheader 
March 28.
 The fi rst game is set to 
begin at 4 p.m. San Jacinto 
still has 18 regular season 
games remaining prior to 
the regional tournament.
 San Jacinto’s next series 
of home games is sched-
uled for April 5-6, when the 
locals will play Louisiana 
State-Eunice and Coastal 
Bend Community College 
in double headers.

Clear Brook softball stands at 2-4 
The Clear Brook varsity 
softball team is now 2-4 
in District 22-5A action 
through the fi rst half 
of play. The team was 
2-2 before falling 4-1 to 
Dickinson and then los-
ing a 7-6 game to Clear 
Creek. Sophomore 
catcher Kennedy Torres 
(right) went 3 for 3 with 
three singles against 
Dickinson to highlight 
the offense. Alex Anzald-
ua also had an RBI sin-
gle in the third inning. 
Pitcher Laura Napoli 
struck on nine but took 
the hard-luck loss. The 
Lady Wolverines will 
face Chavez in a nondis-
trict game March 28 be-
fore starting the second  
half of  district action 
April 4 at Brazoswood.
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      THINK
 MONEY
THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll save 

money!
sell...
you’ll 
make 

money!

Call Today
281-481-5656

CALENDAR
THURSDAY, MARCH 28

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Pasadena Gulf Coast Art Society – Monthly meetings held the 
last Thursday of each month in the Community Room at Pasadena 
Town Square Mall.

8 p.m.
Pasadena Little Theatre – Special two-for-one performance 
of Funny Money, by Ray Cooney, at 8 p.m. at Pasadena Little 
Theatre, 4318 Allen-Genoa Road. Carolyn McLeod is the direc-
tor. Buy one ticket for $14 and get one free. For reservations, call 
713-941-1758 or on the internet at www.pasadenalittletheatre.org.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays 
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 

Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous – The 
ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club in 
Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program 
of hope, healing and recovery for people who grew up in alcoholic 
or dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 281-286-1431.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Genealogical Society – Meets the last Friday of each 
month at University Baptist Church, 16106 Middlebrook Drive in 
Clear Lake. Coffee and socializing is at 6:30 and the meeting begins 
at 7 p.m. For more information, visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – Saturday at 7:30 a.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

9 a.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Saturday at 
9 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11 a.m.

Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons whose 
lives are affected by someone who is addicted. Each Saturday 
morning at 11 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the Westminster 
Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Refreshments 
provided. For more information, contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-
5675 or visit www.frontiersquares.com.

7:30 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – Saturdays 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Open discussion. Memorial Hermann Prevention 
and Recovery PARC, 2245 N. Main St., Suite 2, Pearland 77581. 
(Located on Hwy 35, just north of Broadway). The group’s primary 
purpose is to abstain from compulsive overeating and to carry the 
message of recovery to those who still suffer. Call 713 865-1611 
for information, or just drop in.

SUNDAY, MARCH 31
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved one. 
Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas 
from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more information, call 281-487-8787.

3 p.m.
Pasadena Little Theatre – Closing performance Funny Money, 
by Ray Cooney, at 3 p.m. at Pasadena Little Theatre, 4318 Allen-
Genoa Road. Director is Carolyn McLeod. For reservations, call 
713-941-1758 or on the internet at www.pasadenalittletheatre.org.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program meets 
every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel of the Educational 
Building at Life Church in Houston at 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 
713-419-2635 for more information or to RSVP for child care.

6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – For persons who are trying to over-
come drug addiction. Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference 
Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, APRIL 1
9 a.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for 
a complete list of services offered.

10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays 10 to 11 a.m. Literature Study. In 
His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. 
Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409 454-5720 
for information, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. 
Call 409 454-5720 for information, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at IHOP at 11222 
Fuqua at 6 p.m. Come and improve crossword game playing skills. 
Call 281-488-2923 for more information.

Continued on Page 4B

Local sports events
San Jac basketball tryouts

 The San Jacinto College women’s and men’s bas-
ketball teams will hold separate tryouts for the 2013-
14 season. Tryouts for the women’s team will be held 
on Saturday, April 13, at 9 a.m., at Nichols Gymna-
sium on the San Jacinto College North campus. 

 There is a $15 processing fee for the tryout. Ques-
tions about the tryout should be directed to the wom-
en’s basketball offi ce at 281-998-6150, extension 
7213. Tryouts for the men’s team will take place at 
Anders Gymnasium on the San Jacinto College Cen-
tral campus on Saturday, May 4 at 10 a.m. 

 There is a $20 processing fee for the tryouts, and 
participants will be required to sign a waiver of li-
ability. The tryout will be limited to the fi rst 80 par-
ticipants that show up for registration. 

 Questions about the tryout should be directed to 
Scott Robert Gernander in the men’s basketball of-
fi ce at 281-476-1849. The San Jacinto College North 
campus is at 5800 Uvalde Road in Houston. The Cen-
tral campus is at 8060 Spencer Highway in Pasadena.

Lajaunie tennis coming
 The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund 
along with the Bay Area Racquet Club in Houston 
will host the second annual Darren Lajaunie Memori-
al Tennis Tournament Saturday and Sunday, April 27-
28. The Bay Area Racquet Club is located on Kings 
Park Lane, off NASA Road 1. 

 Board members and volunteers are busy seeking 
sponsors for the tournament, which will award mem-
bers of the Bay Area Racquet Club junior tennis play-
ers camp and college scholarships. 

 This year, college scholarships will be awarded to 
two tennis-playing seniors (one boy and one girl) at 
J. Frank Dobie High School.  

 Lajaunie began his tennis career playing tennis at 
Dobie High School and graduated as the co-valedic-
torian in 1984. 

 The Lajaunie family have been members of BARC 
since 2009. Lajaunie lost his battle with melanoma 
on May 3, 2011. 

 This scholarship fund and tournament is a way to 
honor his memory by helping junior tennis players 
enjoy tennis and assist with their education in col-
lege. 

 Last year, 115 tennis players braved the heat to 
participate in the tournament as more than $12,000 
was raised to help support the scholarship fund. 

 Again this year, players will receive a tournament 
T-shirt and goodie bag and enjoy refreshments and 
lunch. 

 Tournament organizers have thus far put together 
an exciting assortments of silent auction items, in-
cluding a one-week stay at the John Newcombe Ten-
nis Ranch in New Braunfels, a Craig Biggio auto-
graphed baseball, a USTA Rafael Nadal prize pack 
and a variety of gift cards and gift baskets.

 The awards dinner will include musical entertain-
ment, and the silent auction winners in addition to the 
camp and scholarship winners from BARC will be 
announced. 

 The winners of the Dobie college scholarships will 
be awarded in May at Dobie High School. 

 The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund set 
up a website at www.DLtennisscholarships.com with 
pictures from last year’s tournament and information 
on sponsorships, scholarships and this year’s tourna-
ment. 

 Donations and sponsors are welcome. The fund 
is a nonprofi t corporation, and all donations are tax 
deductible. Donors may send a check or money or-
der to: Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund, 
3106 Mossy Elm Court, Houston, TX 77059 or con-
tact Camille Lajaunie, committee chairperson, at cj 
lajaunie@gmail.com with any questions about the 
events.

Ellington Rams registration
 The Ellington Rams of the Bay Area Football 
League will host registration for new players, cheer-
leaders, drill team members and mascots Saturday, 
April 6, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Dobie High School. 
For more information about the Rams and their 
program, visit the team website at www.leagueline 
up.com/elrams/.

Southbelt Dolphins registration
 The Southbelt Dolphins of the Bay Area Football 
League will host registration for returning players, 
cheerleaders, drill team members and mascots Satur-
day, March 30, from 10 a.m. to noon, and Saturday, 
April 6, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at  Blackhawk Park. 
For more information about the Dolphins, visit the 
team website at www.southbeltdolphins.com.

The Warriors 14-under Amateur Athletic Union 
boys’ basketball team won the Primetime tourna-
ment championship, going undefeated along the 
way. The team included players from Thompson 
Intermediate as well as Brookside, Clear Creek 
and Creekside intermediates. Members of the 
championship team are, left to right, (front row) 

Robert Lazo (Thompson), Wesley Barton (Brook-
side), Triston Gibson (Thompson), Chase Klimczak 
(Brookside), (back row) Manny Hollins (Brookside), 
Zachery Hatten (Clear Creek), Julio Vela (Thomp-
son), Dylan Schwerdtfeger (Thompson) and coach 
Kenneth Scott. Not pictured are  Jordan Huntley 
(Creekside) and Clay Johnson (Clear Creek).

Warriors hoops wins Primetime AAU 

District 22-5A Standings
Varsity Baseball

(As of March 28)
 Teams  W  L
 Alvin              5 0
 Manvel                      4 1
 Pearland                   4 1
 Dobie  3 2
 Sam Rayburn  2 3
 South Houston  1                   4  
 Pasadena  1                   4 
 Memorial  0                   5

Following back-to-back losses in District 22-5A play 
to Manvel and Alvin, the Longhorns, including head 
coach Miguel Torres, got back on track against Pasa-
dena.                                              Photos by John Bechtle

Dobie’s Travarus Ansley (left) chats with catcher Adrian Rivera during a break in 
the action at Longhorn Field. At 3-2 now after downing Pasadena, the Longhorns 
will take on Sam Rayburn March 28 at Maguire and then close out the fi rst half of 
22-5A play April 1 at home against Pearland.

San Jac soccer tryouts April 19
The San Jacinto Col-
lege men’s soccer team 
will hold tryouts for 
the 2013 season on 
Friday, Apr. 19, at the 
South campus soccer 
fi eld. Tryouts are open 
to high school seniors, 
recent graduates and 
other college trans-
fers. Participants are 
required to bring their 
own shinguards and 
water. Tryouts will be 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. The 
current soccer team 
will host a scrimmage 
against the University 
of the Incarnate Word 
on Saturday, Apr. 13, 
at 6 p.m. at the South 
campus soccer fi eld. 
The South campus is lo-
cated at 13735 Beamer. 
For more information 
about open tryouts, 
call soccer head coach 
Ian Spooner (shown at 
right) at 281-922-3475 
or direct email to him 
at ian.spooner@sjcd.
edu.

Win over Pasadena gets Dobie baseball in fourth spot at 3-2
Continued from Page 1B
 Torres remembers well 
the three losses to Sam Ray-
burn a season ago. In each 
of the games, Sam Rayburn 
slammed walk-off home 
runs to win.
 The losses paved the 
way for Dobie to fi nish 7-8 
in league play, which was 
fourth-best.
 As for Pearland, Torres 
will focus on the Oilers and 
a potential matchup against 
pitching staff ace and Uni-
versity of Texas signee 
Blake Goins when the time 
comes.
 “All of the games in dis-
trict play are important,” 
Torres said. 
 “You can get beaten on 
any given day or night in 
this league. Sam Rayburn 
is a well-coached team, and 
they are talented. Last year 
was a bit of a fl uke with the 
home runs, but they always 
play us tough.” 
 Torres also knows the 
recipe for success as the 
fi nal eight games of the 
regular season are played 
out. Find consistency in all 
phases.
 Torres and pitching 
coach Greg Raymer have 
decided to put Munoz in a 
starting pitching role for a 

while as Aaron Gonzalez 
works to smooth out some 
things. Munoz has pitched 
well in just about all of 
his outings, but Torres also 
pointed out the importance 
of Gonzalez.
 “Aaron is still a big part 
of what we have going here 
down the stretch,” Torres 
said.
 “When he’s pitching 
well, he has the ability to 
dominate. He had two 1-2-3 
innings against Alvin. They 
couldn’t touch him. But he 
has had some control is-
sues that we need to work 
through.
 “Playoff series are al-
most always best two-of-
three, and we will need Aar-
on, Munoz, Ansley, Tyler 
Wolfe and others along the 
way.”
 Before that, Dobie has to 
get some momentum going 
down the stretch. A loss to 
Rayburn would bump the 
Longhorns into fi fth place.
 Like it or not, Alvin, 
Pearland and Manvel have 
begun to put some distance 
between themselves and the 
other fi ve teams.
 Perhaps Dobie is the 
team to change that. The 
Longhorns will play Pear-
land at Dobie Monday, 

April 1, at 4 p.m. Ansley 
fi gures to get the start on 
the mound.
 “This is the time to get 

things going,” Torres says. 
“It seems like we have bat-
tled consistency issues all 
season, but we also have the 

talent to put things together 
and eventually make a deep 
run here. We just have to 
make plays.”
 Easier said than done, 
but the Longhorns know 

their time is now, and it all 
starts with a game against 
a Rayburn team that will 
battle all the way.
 “When you throw 
strikes, play defense and 

get the timely hits, you can 
be really successful,” Torres 
said.
 “But if it all was that 
easy, every baseball team 
would be doing it.”

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Special Winter 
Prices!

281-481-9683
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LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8  •  Business: 25 Words - $10  •  3 Weeks - $27  •  3 Weeks - $22

Advertise in The Leader!

Place an ad 
in the Leader's 

Services Section 
and your business is sure to be 

booming in no time! 

Call the Leader today!

281-481-5656

STORAGE
BOATS, RV’s, CARS

• Concrete floors 
•  Electricity •  Water 

25’ stall - $65
30’ stall - $80

713-943-7172
11502 Dumas

• 4,000’
• Office w/A.C.
• Restroom
• Shower
• Pass Key - 
   Fenced Area

MANUFACTURING-STORAGE 
WAREHOUSE

832-567-9911
(Near Almeda Mall)

11502 Dumas

• Good Paving
• 2-Large
   Overhead Doors
• Property Man
   Lives on Premises
• 24-Hr. Access

South Belt-Ellington Leader
Leader Reader Ads
25 Words $8 for 1 week
or 25 Words for 3 Weeks $21
no changes, no refunds.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX 77089

After Hours: Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

LAWN & 
GARDEN

YARD SAND
Wesson Sand Co., Inc.

Delivered/Picked-Up

Dispatch: 281-431-0609

Locations in Houston,

Pearland, Texas City,

Missouri City, & 

Richmond-Rosenburg, TX 

Yard Sand & Top Soil

REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED

CALENDAR
MONDAY, APRIL 1 (cont’d)

7 p.m.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every 
Monday from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 
E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a spouse 
or other loved one are invited to participate. For information, call 
Betty Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, APRIL 2
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Local NARFE Meeting – The National Association of Retired 
Federal Employees, Chapter 1321, meets the first Tuesday of each 
month in the Clear Lake Community Center, 5001 NASA Parkway. 
A meal will be available for $6. For more information, call Bob 
Mitchell at 281-333-2881.

1 p.m.
Trailmixers – Meets the first Tuesday of the month at the Luby’s 
Cafeteria on Fuqua. Former and current employees of J. Frank 
Dobie High School are welcome for lunch and conversation.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, an old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. 
Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 204 S. Main. 
For information, call 713-472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road, at 1:30 
p.m. For information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Center, 4021 Brookhaven, Pasadena. Visit www.
hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Tuesday and Sunday from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Wednesday 
at 10 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets at 11:30 a.m. on the 
first and third Wednesday of the month. Meetings are held at the 
Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway (Fuqua and I-45). For informa-
tion, call Monica Montoya at 281-794-5531.

Continued from Page 3B 4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 
5 p.m. at First Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, 
Pearland. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services 
offered.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – The free group meets the first 
Wednesday of each month in the third floor classrooms 3 and 4 of 
Bayshore Medical Center, 4000 Spencer Hwy.  in Pasadena. For 
more information, call 713-944-4782 or 713-266-6400.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center – Domestic 
violence support group for male survivors meets each Wednesday 
at 210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for infor-
mation. Participants may join at any time as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – The Southeast Houston 
group meets the first and third Wednesday of each month. The 
group offers support and coping skills in a non-threatening envi-
ronment to adult individuals who have lost a loved one to suicide. 
For information on registration or to obtain a physical address for a 
location, call 713-533-4500 or visit www.crisishotline.org.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center  – Confidential 
domestic violence support group for women meets every week. For 
information, call 281-338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturningpoint.
com. BATP is located at 210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway between 
Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis hotline is 
281-286-2525.

THURSDAY, APRIL 4
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
Diabetes Support Group – A support group for young adults with 
diabetes. All subjects are open for discussion: new technologies, 
research advances, fears, phobias, dating and other personal mat-
ters. Meets the first Thursday of each month at 1315 St. Joseph 
Parkway #1705, Medical Place One. Contact Dan Steiner, CDE, at 
713-756-8536 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday of each 
month at Barnes and Noble at Bay Area Boulevard and the Gulf 
Freeway. Newcomers are welcome. 

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays 
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

RESTAURANT FOR LEASE
2540 E. Broadway, Pearland. 1690 SF or 8100 SF.

Large kitchen, many fi xtures and equipment, ample parking, high visibility.

FREE RENT • FREE RENT • FREE RENT
281-484-1111, info@silkroadproperties.com

Tranquility Lake 

CONDO FOR SALE
281-948-3076

NASA Road 1 - Egret Bay Area

Bar-X Ranch, Eagle Lake

Selling 2 lots together  
$11,500 ea.  

Call Ann at 

713-269-5262

– LOTS FOR SALE –

Need 
Help 

Around 
The 

Offi ce?
Let the 
Leader 

advertise 
your job 
openings!

 Just bring 
your ads to 
our offi ce 

by noon Tuesday 
or use the mail slot 
by the front door.

11555 Beamer

281-481-5656

Need Help Finding Your 
Dream Home?

Let the Leader Classifi eds Be Your Guide!

281-481-5656

NOW
HIRING! Part-Time Cook and Cashier

Must have excellent communication skills.  Previous school food service 
experience helpful.  Schedule may vary, 5-6 hours per day Mon-Fri. 

Application available on-line at www.lutheransouth.org. 
Gail Dorth, 281-617-5624

Lutheran South Academy, 12555 Ryewater Dr.

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR AND 
Upgrades. Windows 8 avail-
able. FREE estimates. New 
and rebuilt desktops. Deal 
with a technician, not a 
salesman! Call Harry, 713-
991-1355. 3-28
SOUTHBELT - Data-Sys-
tems - Hard Drive Data Re- 
covery - Linux Installation. 
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, 281-
922-4160. E-mail: sds @
walkerlaw.com. TF

HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED 
on the job or in an automo-
bile accident? The company 
doctor or insurance compa-
ny doctor is not your doctor. 
He works for the  company. 
In Texas you get to choose 
your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free 
consultation 281-481-1623

End. Req. 1-888-880-5915  
 4-11
DRIVERS: WANT A PRO-
FESSIONAL Career? Haul 
Flatbed/OD Loads for Trinity 
Logistics Group! Earn $.41-
.51cpm! CDL-A w/2yrs Exp. 
EEO/AA Call: 800-533-
7862, www.trinitytrucking.
com 4-4
DRIVERS REGIONAL 
FLATBED. Home Every 
Weekend 40-45 CPM. First 
Seat Sign On Bonus. Class 
A CDL Required. 800-992-
7863 x185 4-4
AHORA CONTRATANDO. 
LANDSCAPE MAINTEN-
ANCE. Llama Edwin 281-
830-7851. Debe tener segu-
ro social, green card o visa 
de trabajo. Hiring Landscape 
maintenance laborers NOW. 
Jeremy 832-452-5854. 
12991 Elaine Rd. 77047.  
 4-11

REC. VEHICLE
FINANCED, OWNER WILL 
PAY TRANSFER FEE, AND 
PROVIDE COMPLETE DE- 
TAIL CLEANUP-RV. 2006 
Itachia, 33ft, cabover, 12’ 
slide, 6 new tires, cruise 
control, 30 amp, 50 gal gas 
tank, 11,631 miles, queen 
size bed, bunk over cab with 
feather bed, satellite dish 
(Direct TV), TV, DVD, includ-
ed, ready to pull, 2003 Jeep 

 I will work for you. I have 
been relieving back and 
neck pain for South Belt 
families for over 30 years. I 
want to be your chiroprac-
tor. TF

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: OWNER OPER-
ATORS & FLEET For Flat, 
Step & 53ft Dry Van. $1500 
SIGN-ON BONUS. CDL-A 
with 1yr recent exp. 
GREATWIDE-TM. Verna 
855-790-2907 3-28
CRYOGENIC TRANSPOR-
TATION LLC is now hiring 
Class A CDL company driv-
ers out of Baytown, TX!  We 
offer OTR positions (15 days 
out, return home for 5 days), 
competitive pay, medical 
benefits for you and your 
family, paid training on prod-
uct handling, paid uniforms, 
paid vacations, 401K & 
MORE! We require 2 years 
recent, verifiable tractor-
trailer experience, tank & 
hazmat endorsements (or 
ability to obtain) & safe driv-
ing record. Apply now at 
TheKAG.com or call 800-
871-4581. 4-4
DRIVERS:  LOCAL, DEDI-
CATED & Cryogenic Bay-
town. Avg. pay over $200.00 
per day. Benefits, Many 
Bonuses! CDL-A, 1yr OTR 
T/T Exp., TWIC, Tank-Haz 

Liberty, 4 wheel drive, cruise 
control, both vehicles $60,000. 
Ernie - 281-772-6443 0r 281-
481-0869. 3-28 

SERVICE
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR        
Pressure sprayers, Lawn 
mowers, Weed eaters, Gen-
erator, 2/4 cycle engines, 
etc. Call Eric 281-382-7898  
 3-28
SEWING & ALTERATIONS 
for men, women & home 
fashions. Experienced seam-
stress. Call Karen at 713-
943-7935 TF

WANTED
USED TRAVEL TRAILER or 
pop-up. If it needs a little 
work that is okay, any make 
or model. Will pick up. Call 
Larry 713-927-2727 or 713-
472-7175 4-25

Ms. Janetʻs Children of 
the Future Childcare and 

Learning Center is

NOW H I R I NG !
#1 Hughes - 11590 Hughes Rd.

281-484-2376
• Hiring for all positions

#2 Scarsdale - 12490 Scarsdale
281-464-2366

• Asst. Director • Cook

#3 League City - 3007 Invincible Dr.
281-538-5310

 • Cook • Toddler Teacher - Full Time
 • 2-year-old Teacher - Full Time

–– Please Apply in Person ––

 
 

LOCK AND SAFE, INC.

Apply in Person @
10638 Almeda Genoa Rd.

Or Call 713-947-0237

WANTED: Locksmith/ Warehouse
Valid D.L. • No Criminal Record

Clean Background • Multi-Tasker

Sandra & Laura Yandell, LLC
“The Sold Team”

“THE SOLD TEAM!”
 281-464-SOLD (7653)
Re/Max Top Realty

★RIVERSTONE RANCH - SUPER 4-2.5-2 Formal Dining, 
Gameroom, Second Floor Open To Spacious Den With Fireplace! #PAINT
★SAGEMEADOW - BEAUTIFUL 3-2-2 W/Vaulted Ceiling and 
free standing Fireplace, Brand New Roof and Paint! #KNT
★SAGEGLEN - BACK ON MARKET! Lovely 4-2-2 W/Pool! Formal 
Dining, Ceramic Tile & Wood Laminate Floors, Den W/ Fireplace! #GRE
★SAGEMEADOW - One of a Kind Beauty! Fabulous 4-3-2, Granite 
C-Tops, Formal Dining, Beautiful Pool W/Guest House and Outdoor 
Kitchen, Oversized Cul-desac Lot! #GAL 
★VILLA VERDE - Beautiful 4-2.5-2, Soaring Ceilings, Formal Dining 
Room, Gameroom, Lush Landscaping! #ROM 
★BANBURY CROSS - Great 4-2.5-2, Den W/Fireplace, New Carpet, 
Fresh Paint, Covered Patio! #TOW
★VILLA VERDE - Fabulous 4-2.5-3, High Ceilings, Lovely Arches, 
Ceramic Tile, Stainless Appliances, Formal Dining. WOW! #DA VIN

 INTEREST RATES AT  

HISTORIC LOWS! 
NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY!

OVER 3000 HOMES SOLD - 
LET’S MAKE YOURS NEXT!

SOLDSOLD

Remax Hall of Fame

Houston Business Journal Top 50 
Multi-Million Dollar Producers IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT

 BUYING OR SELLING A HOME…CALL:

SOLD IN 2 DAYS!SOLD IN 2 DAYS!

SOLDSOLD

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Advertise in the 
Leader!

281-481-5656
www.southbeltleader.com

Turn those unwant-
ed items in your 

garage and closets 
into cash. Bring ads 

into the Leader 
office by Tuesday 

or use the mail slot 
by the front door.
11555 Beamer    11555 Beamer    
281-481-5656281-481-5656

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

South Belt Graphics & Printing

Let us make your occasion special with custom invitations 
and announcements to commemorate your achievement! 

Call For Information

281-484-4337

Order your 
Graduation Announcements!
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $22
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  A/C 

CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

★★★★★★

 ★★★★★ 

SEE
ADDITIONAL 

ADS 
ON 4B

★★★★★

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Pressure Washing

• Hardy Plank Installation
• Fencing

References Available
Free Estimates

281-773-3991 • 281-481-0428

Marcus Gonzales 
Construction

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed 

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

 TECL# 2567

Master Electrician - Call Joe @
713-302-5742

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Small Jobs Preferred

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 281-488-3361

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

Call for A/C Check Up                           

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351

GET IT TODAY!

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

www.southbeltairandheat.com

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR • REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
• PLUMBING • FOUNDATION PROBLEMS
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

HAYDEN AIR & HEATHAYDEN AIR & HEAT
Now is the time to take advantage of reduced prices!

License #TACLB4351C
281-481-3914

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!ASK ABOUT 

ASK ABOUT 

ATTIC INSULATIoN
ATTIC INSULATIoN

NO OVERTIME 
NO OVERTIME 

CHARGE!CHARGE!

INTEREST-FREE 
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING 
FINANCING AVAILABLE WAC

AVAILABLE WAC

Ask About 
Centerpoint Energy

REBATES
Up to $1200

Factory Rebate (Ask for Details) or

12 Months Interest-
Free Financing

with Approved Credit, with Coupon, 
Limit One Coupon Per Customer. 

Exp. 03-31-13

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

J&M SERVICE CO.
A Complete Service Company

Since 1983
Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels
 ★ CERAMIC TILE ★ TUB & SHOWER
 ★ WOOD FLOORS    CONVERSIONS
 ★ GRANITE ★ MEET ADA STANDARDS
 ★ CULTURED MARBLE ★ SAFETY GRIP BARS
 ★ PLUMBING ★ COMPLETE REMODELS

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

713-530-0833
Located in the South Belt area  
Johnny R. Gibbs           TECL# 19197

Lighthouse Electric

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING 
• POWER WASHING • SHEET ROCK 

• ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

LAWN & 
GARDEN

DON’S MOWING & LANDSCAPE
Residential, Commercial

Landscape Your New Home or Give Your Home a New Look
Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn • Trim Trees 

• Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292832-768-6292

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY !

Serving & Saving Your Community
for 18 Years

A-Rated on Angie’s List
281-692-1684 MPL #18439

TACLB26867E

FREE FURNACE

www.jmsairandheat.com

Financing Available W.A.C.

CALL NOW!

281.485.6383281.485.6383

with the purchase 
of 14 S.E.E.R. evap 

coil & cond unit
while supplies last

Financing

w
of

w

Free 
Second 
Opinion

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

Oup Professional Servies Now IncludeOup Professional Servies Now Include
 Air Conditioning Air Conditioning

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill MPL 20628, TACLA 17658C

 Lic.TACL23730  www.airstream-acservice.com

Get a new Energy Savings heating & cooling 
system for less than $199 per month!

w.a.c. call now for free estimate
281-481-6308

Airstream
A/C & HEAT

JIM GREEN REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Custom Cabinets • Patio Covers • Doors • Trim • Etc.

Serving South Belt for 30 Years
281-642-4340      Free Estimates

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS
Repair & Remodeling

Guaranteed Quality Work • Bonded & Insured
Flood Damage & Insurance Claims

281-484-8121
ROOFING - HARDI-PLANK - SHEETROCK - CONCRETE - KITCHENS

PAINTING - BATHROOMS - CARPENTRY - POWER WASHING - FLOORS

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

DIRK’S YARD
SERVICE

General Yardwork
Mow/Edge/Weedeat/Clean-up

$25 & up
Seasonal Cleanup/

Flowerbeds/Mulching
U.S. Veteran

South Belt resident 43 yrs.
Dirk Shifl ett

832-526-5712

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!
MPL39885

Licensed & Insured 

713-340-0404
www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

$40 OFF 
SERVICE REPAIR
*One coupon per household. Not

valid with any other offer.*

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP
*One coupon per household. Not

valid with any other offer.*

24 Hour Emergency Service

$100 OFF 
NEW WATER HEATER INSTALL

*This coupon not valid for customer provided unit*

A-RATED

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Etc.

Swimming Pool Fill-ins
$300,000 INSURED

Business 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us

–– We also Haul Trash ––

Jethro Pest Services LLC
281-899-0160
Residential and Business

South Belt Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

LONGHORN CONSTRUCTION
Total Remodeling

No job too small. Free estimates.
Paul Gonzales
832-339-1443

J.R. Hale
713-459-7406

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone you can trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models

TACLB002755C

20 point AC 
Tune-up/Check-up

Time

Ever heard the expression “THERE’S NO FREE LUNCH”?
If so, do you really think there is a “FREE FURNACE”? 

To really fi nd out, get the bottom line “FREE FURNACE” price, then call us 
for an “HONEST” fair price to see what is really “FREE” if anything.

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

AADDRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

Commercial Residential

Wood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Laminate • Granite

832-236-4898
When Quality Counts! • Est. 1996 • SB area resident

FREE ESTIMATES • OWNER OPERATED • FULLY INSURED

Mayo Flooring
Custom

Showers
Laminate Flooring

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts
Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Member South 
Belt-Ellington 

Chamber

ENTERPRISE ROOFING
AND SKYLIGHTS INC.

Credit Cards Accepted • BBB Member • Angie’s List

Mike Shapiro
enterpriseroof@aol.com

– Free Estimates • Insured –

281-339-3105
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Dobie High School senior softball player Sara Vela 
(seated center) will continue her education and 
playing career at Tabor College in Hillsboro, Kan., 
after signing a letter of intent. Those with her at 
the signing included, left to right, (seated) Diana 
Vela (mother), Rene Vela (father), (standing) Mike 

Van Essen (Dobie assistant principal), Robin Rack-
ley (Dobie varsity softball head coach), Carmela 
Swinnen (Dobie junior varsity softball head coach) 
and Chris Swinnen (Dobie varsity softball assistant 
coach).

Dobie’s Vela chooses Tabor College

A share of the District 22-5A crown already in hand following a 
win over Sam Rayburn, Dobie’s varsity girls’ soccer team went on 
to fi nish the league schedule at 12-2 to tie Pearland. In a rematch to 
decide the top playoff seed in 22-5A, Dobie scored a late goal in the 
fi nal 75 seconds to win 1-0. Members of the Lady Longhorns’ 2013 
championship squad are, left to right, (front row) Kayla Dokhani, 

Summer Naser, Mariah Escobar, Jackie Baade, Aimee Mar, Mon-
ica Ploucha, (middle row) Brittany Hernandez, Isabela Tamayo, 
Erica Romero, Kara Snyder, Claudia Mata, Malyn Nunez, Yadira 
Gonzalez, (back row) head coach Bryan McDonald, Andrea Gal-
van, Sharon Sanmiguel, Alyssa Williams, Maggie Silva, Erica Vil-
larreal and Deanna Martinez.             Team photos by Gary Williams

Lady Horns top Pearland, seize No. 1 seed in 22-5A

The Dobie High School varsity boys’ soccer team entered the 
2013 state playoffs as the champion of District 22-5A with a 11-
1-2 record along the way. The team is slated to take on the La 
Porte Bulldogs, the No. 4 seed out of District 21-5A (see Page 1B). 
Members of Dobie’s championship squad include, left to right, 
(front row) Nixon Urrutia, Edgar Gomez, Rigoberto Fuentes, 
Carlos Villalta, Kevin Roque, Eduardo Feria, Ivan Medina, (sec-

ond row) Devin Hernandez (trainer), Adrian Trancozo, Blake 
Wilcox, Shelby Nunez, Marvin Solis, Jonathan Palma, David 
Jaimes, (third row) Jasmine Osorio (trainer), David Ramirez 
Mena, Kevin Padilla, Josue Villalta, Gerardo Martinez, Ronis 
Cruz, Raul Bustos, Danh Huynh, Jeffrey Tyer (trainer), (back 
row) Ezequiel Ramirez (manager), assistant coach Trent Mor-
gan, head coach Jesse Saavedra and Michael Abston (manager).

JFD boys’ soccer claims outright 22-5A title

Continued from Page 1B
 Brittany Hernandez sent 
a ball toward the Pearland 
goal from 35 yards out 
that bounced off the goal’s 
crossbar. 
 Williams moved in and 
headed in the game-winner 
with a minute, 14 seconds 
remaining to give the Lady 
Longhorns a 1-0 win and 
the No. 1 seed in 22-5A.
 Dobie head coach Bryan 
McDonald said he couldn’t 
tell whether or not the Pear-
land goalkeeper got a fi nger 
tip on Hernandez’s shot be-
fore the ball bounded back 
out front. 
 The bottom line is Wil-
liams was there for the 
eventual winner.
 “Craziness,” is the way 
McDonald termed the fi nal 
moments of action. He said 
Monica Ploucha took a hard 
foul in the second half that 
seemed to spark his team.
 Still, the two teams ap-
peared to be headed to a 
shootout to decide the dis-
trict’s top seed before Wil-
liams delivered her heroics.
 “We talked about (a tie) 
at halftime and the idea 
that we might pack it in de-
fensively over the fi nal 10 
minutes or so and let Jackie 
(Baade, Dobie’s goalkeep-
er) win it for us in the shoot-
out.

 “Alyssa scored the game 
winner, but I have to give 
Jackie credit for being an-
other star in the game. Pear-
land had a lot of opportuni-
ties to score, and she made 
some great saves.” 
 Dobie, which won a 
share of the district title 
for the fi rst time since the 
1994-95 season with its 
12-2 overall record, will 
play Beaumont West Brook 
in the fi rst round of the 
playoffs.
 West Brook has a solid 
program, having won the 
title in 21-5A a season ago. 
The addition of Deer Park 
plus an improved North 
Shore program made things 
tougher for the Lady Bruins 
this season, but McDonald 
expects nothing less than a 
battle.
 “This time of year all 
of the teams are talented 
and are capable of win-
ning games,” McDonald 
said. “We have been a little 
banged up lately, especially 
during these last few games.
 “Hopefully we can come 
out and play with energy 
from the start and take it to 
them. It’d be nice to get on 
a little bit of a playoff run 
here and go as deep in the 
mix as we can.”
 If Dobie can get past 
West Brook in the bidistrict 

round, there’s a reasonable 
chance the locals will face 
Clear Lake for the second 
time in three years.
 In 2011, Clear Lake 
poured it on against Dobie  
in the area round, scoring 
11 goals in an outcome that 
did not sit well with the 
Lady Longhorns. 
 A season ago, Clear Lake 
made the Region III fi nal 
before losing but slipped 
to third place in 24-5A this 
season.

Dobie boys on a roll?
 After sputtering during 
a scoreless tie against Sam 
Rayburn March 15 that re-

First-round playoff soccer time arrives 
sulted in a shootout loss, the 
Longhorns rebounded to se-
cure the 22-5A champion-
ship.
 Jonathan Palma scored 
both goals as the Long-
horns downed Pearland 2-0 
March 22 at The Rig.
 Dobie head coach Jesse 
Saavedra has watched over 
a highly successful program 
over the past several sea-
sons. The team made the 
Region III semifi nal round 
in 2009 before making the 
fi nal round in 2011.
 While the school’s sub-
varsity programs played 
well this season, Saavedra 

acknowledges the 2013 
playoffs represent perhaps a 
fi nal true shot at state.
 Dobie has 16 seniors, in-
cluding eight starters. Two 
players, Palma and Carlos 
Ibarra, were on the 2011 
squad that eventually lost 
in a shootout during the Re-
gion III title match against 
Strake Jesuit.
 “We want to get back to 
the regional tournament,” 
Saavedra said. 
 “That’s the fi rst goal. 
Hopefully we have refo-
cused and are prepared 
to make this fi nal run at 
it.” 

Dobie’s Alyssa Williams (left) jogs to the center stripe with her teammates after 
scoring the eventual game-winning goal against Pearland March 25 on a header 
with a minute, 14 seconds left to play. With her are Lady Longhorns Kara Sy-
der (center) and Andrea Galvan (right).                           Photo by Gary Williams

Brook boys get FB Austin
as soccer playoffs begin
Continued from Page 1B
 And that’s exactly the 
way second-year head 
coach Chris Stromeyer 
wants his group to view it.
 In the playoffs, any-
thing can happen.
 Stromeyer, a former 
player at Clear Brook, just 
wants his guys to go out 
and do what they’ve done 
all season – play together 
as a team, make the plays 
when they are there to be 
made and have some fun.
 “For this group of play-

ers, this is their fi rst play-
off experience,” Stromey-
er said. 
 “It is mine as a head 
coach as well. The boys 
are proud, but seem to 
have their heads in the 
right place to do well.  
 “What makes this team 
special is the chemistry 
it has; they play for each 
other more than they play 
for themselves. 
 “With them, the whole 
is more than the sum of its 
parts.” 

JFD rally falls short

Pearland softball escapes late to win
 Perhaps the Dobie var-
sity girls’ softball team is 
sitting in fourth place at 
4-3 after the fi rst half of 
22-5A play, but that doesn’t 
mean the Lady Longhorns 
haven’t sent a clear mes-
sage.
 That message includes 
the threat that as the second 
half of play opens, this team 
is capable of beating any of 
the top-level teams.
 The Lady Longhorns 
proved just that March 26 at 
the Pasadena ISD complex, 
rallying from a 5-1 defi cit 
against fi rst-place Pearland 
before falling 5-3.
 Dobie loaded the bases 
with no outs and scored 
twice before Pearland 
pitching ace Samantha 
Show sturck out Mercedys 
Olguin to end the game 
with the potential tying run 
at second base.
 Pearland broke a 1-1 tie 
with three runs in the top of 
the sixth and an insurance 
run in the top of the sixth.  
 As it turns out, Pearland 
needed the extra run down 

the stretch.
 With the loss, Dobie now 
trails Manvel, Pearland and 
Alvin in the standings.
 “I feel like we just had 
that one bad inning,” Dobie 
head coach Robin Rackley 
said, referring to the top of 
the sixth.
 “Show came into the 
game getting 15, 16 strike-
outs in some games. We still 
had 11, but we stuck to our 
game plan and had some 
great at bats. Without the 
sixth inning going like it 
did, maybe we win instead 
of them.”
 Dobie junior Stephanie 
Buenrostro started in the 
circle and pitched very well 
through fi ve innings.
 Show opened the top of 
the second inning by rip-
ping a lead-off double down 
the third base line. 
 Heaven Benavides, a 
courtesy runner for Show, 
stole third base and scored 
on a sacrifi ce fl y by Kristen 
Cuyos to give Pearland a 
1-0 lead.
 Dobie tied things up in 

the third as Ashley Gallant 
caught up with Show’s fast-
ball and rocketed a lead-off 
triple to center fi eld to start 
the bottom of the third.
 Gallant scored on Alyssa 
Lerma’s sacrifi ce fl y, and 
the score remained tied 
through the fi fth.
 Benavides walked and 
Alena Moreno reached on 
an infi eld single. With run-
ners at fi rst and third and 
one out, Rackley brought 
reliever Katie Lee in to face 
Show.
 On Lee’s second pitch, 
Show laced a two-run dou-
ble to right fi eld, making it 
3-1. A ground ball brought 
in a fourth run, and Pear-
land added another in the 
top of the seventh.
 At that point, Dobie 
could have given in but 
would not.
 Joanna Gutierrez looped 
a single into right fi eld to 
start the inning and reached 
second as Cuyos, Pear-
land’s shortstop, threw the 
ball into right fi eld while 
trying to turn a double play 

on Lee’s ground ball. Sara 
Vela singled to center fi eld 
to load the bases.
 Marissa Longoria got 
credit for an RBI as Pear-
land catcher Sydney McK-
ay failed to touch the plate 
on a potential force out at 
home.
 Dobie made it 4-3 on a 
misplayed pop up that went 
as an out via the infi eld fl y 
rule before Show got out of 
trouble against Olguin with  
runners at second and third 
base.
 “Absolutely,” Rackley 
replied when asked whether 
the second half of district 
play can be different for 
Dobie, with perhaps a big 
win or two coming.
 Dobie lost three games 
by a combined fi ve runs in 
the fi rst half.
 “There’s going to be 
some upsets. Stephanie and 
Katie have been great for us 
all season and have shown 
they can keep us close. “I 
feel good about the second 
half. We just have to get the 
big hits.”


