
Tree waste pickup set
 Tree waste only will be picked up Thursday, 
March 22, for city of Houston residents living 
south of Beltway 8. For information, call 3-1-1.

Installation of Rev. Sutton
 Celebrate the installation of the new senior 
pastor, the Rev. Joni Sutton, on March 25 at 
10 a.m. at Kirkwood South Christian Church, 
10811 Kirkfair Drive. A luncheon will follow 
in the fellowship hall.

Recycling at Ellington
 Councilmember Mike Sullivan will host a 
Batteries, Oil, Paint, Antifreeze (B.O.P.A.) 
neighborhood collection event in Clear Lake 
on Saturday, March 24.
 The event will take place at the Ellington 
Airport recycling Center, Highway 3 and 
Brantly from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. For more 
information, contact Sullivan’s office at 832-
393-3008.

Kirkwood South to meet
 The Kirkwood South Committee will meet 
Thursday, March 22, at 7:30 p.m. at Harris 
County Judge Jo Ann Delgado’s courtroom, 
10851 Scarsdale. 

Scholarships available
Frazier Elementary

 Frazier Elementary will offer scholarships 
to seven graduating seniors at Dobie High 
School who attended Frazier for third and 
fourth grades. Applications are available in the 
Dobie senior counselor’s office and must be 
returned by Friday, March 23. Scholarships 
will be awarded at the May PTO meeting.

Moore Elementary PTO
 Moore Elementary PTO will offer scholar-
ships to four graduating Dobie High seniors 
who attended Moore for third and fourth 
grades. Applications are available through the 
Dobie senior counselor’s office and must be 
returned by Monday, March 26, to be consid-
ered. The scholarships will be awarded at the 
May PTO meeting.

Stuchbery Elementary PTO
 Stuchbery Elementary PTO will offer 
scholarships to graduating seniors at Dobie 
High School who attended Stuchbery for third 
and fourth grades.  Applications are available 
in the Dobie senior counselor’s office and 
must be returned by Friday, March 30, 2012.

SBHLL season begins
 The Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League 
2012 season offi cially gets under way Saturday, 
March 24 with a parade and carnival at El 
Franco Lee Park. The action begins at 9 a.m. 
with a parade that departs from Weber 
Elementary, and ends at El Franco Lee Park. 
The fun continues at the ball park as the carni-
val runs from noon to 4 p.m. 
 League offi cials will host a fi nal pre-sale 
for carnival wristbands, which will allow the 
holder unlimited access to rides at the event. 
On Thursday, March 22, offi cials will be at El 
Franco Lee Park to sell the discounted wrist-
bands from 6 to 8 p.m., for $15 each. Families 
with more than one child will receive a $3 dis-
count on two or more wristbands, which will 
sell for $20 each on opening day. League games 
will begin Monday, March 26, at 5:45 p.m.

Dobie band hosts car show
 The J. Frank Dobie Band Parents Organi-
zation will host its Dobie Longhorn Band Car 
Show 2012, Saturday, March 31, at the school. 
Registration will be held from 8 to 11:30 a.m. 
with show time from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Entry fee 
is $25. The first 50 entrants receive a goodie 
bag and a T-shirt. Fifty-seven trophies will be 
presented. Vendor slots are available for $25.

Knights host events
Fish dinners available

 The Knights of Columbus Council 9201 
will sell fi sh dinners during Lent at St. Luke 
the Evangelist Catholic Church Fridays, March 
23 and 30. One-piece dinners are $9, and two-
piece dinners are $12, dine in or take out from 
5 to 7 p.m. at the St. Luke the Evangelist Parish 
Hall. All money raised will be used for schol-
arships and community charitable projects. 
For more information, call 832-444-4958.

Blood drive set
 The Knights of Columbus at St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church, will host a blood 
drive on Sunday, March 25, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. in the St. Luke Church Parish Hall

St. Luke Youth sell briskets
 St. Luke Youth Ministry will sell briskets 
on Sunday, March 25, by the pound, whole or 
as combo plates. Preorders are being taken for 
whole briskets and plates.
 Prices are $8 per pound, $9 for a plate, and 
$10 for a two-meat (brisket and sausage) plate. 
Plates include bread, two sides, tea or lemon-
ade. Preorders will be ready for pickup up after 
all Sunday Masses. Orders will also be taken 
for whole brisket sales during this time. Do-
nations and sponsorships are welcome. Profits 
go to the youth for their summer conferences, 
camps and mission trips.
 For more information or to place an order, 
call the Youth Ministry office at 281-481-4735 
or email youthministry@stlukescatholic.com.

More sidebar items on Page 2A.
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Voice of Community-Minded People since 1976

Chamber, churches to aid PISD efforts
  Community business leaders and church of-
fi cials met Tuesday, March 20, to discuss meth-
ods of how to best benefi t local student perfor-
mance.
 Representatives from multiple area churches, 
including Bible Way Fellowship Baptist Church, 
Sagemont Church, St. Luke’s Catholic Church 
and Repairers Church, and the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District were in attendance at the 
meeting sponsored by the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce.
 Part of the chamber’s Education Outreach 
Committee, the function’s mission statement 
was “Civic involvement to build partnerships 
between businesses, churches and schools for 
student success.”
 “People change from the inside-out, not the 
outside-in,” said Bible Way board member Alice 

Peterson. “And unless the Bible’s involved, it’s 
not going to work.”
 Peterson said Bible Way offers such student 
services as math and science tutoring, resume as-
sistance, GED preparation and job placement. All 
programs are free and are not limited to church 
members. For more information, visit www.one 
powerfulmovement.org.
 Similar services are offered by both St. Luke’s 
and Repairers.
 Juan Armenta-Aguirre, youth director from 
St. Luke’s, said tutoring is available at the area 
church on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Again, the 
service is free and available to anyone.
 Thelma and Clifford Slayton, represent-
ing Repairers Church, said they currently have 
a program in which they pick students up and 
feed them breakfast before taking them to school 

in the morning and then pick them up again af-
ter school and help with their homework. The 
church also offers GED preparation.
 The Rev. Emory Gadd, associate pastor of 
Sagemont, emphasized the importance of the lo-
cal church’s Seniors Helping Seniors program, 
in which area senior class members, with the 
church’s assistance, help senior citizens in the 
community with chores and housework.
 While he acknowledged there is a “fi ne line” 
to walk when mixing education and religion, 
PISD Superintendent Kirk Lewis said he wel-
comes and appreciates the churches’ efforts.
 “I believe in separation of church and state,” 
said Lewis, who also serves as deacon at South 
Main Baptist Church in Pasadena. “But there is a 
place in a public school setting for faith, and my 

faith plays a strong role in my decision making. 
I know it helps the school, and it also helps the 
church.”
 This sentiment is shared by Gadd.
 “It’s not faith based,” Gadd said. “It’s about 
building relationships.”
 Lewis further said he would attempt to coordi-
nate with Repairers Church to allow for overfl ow 
students in PISD’s prekindergarten program to 
attend classes at its facility on Kingspoint. 
 As its fi rst plan of action, the Education Out-
reach Committee agreed to participate in PISD’s 
graduation walk this next September by going 
door to door trying to get students who have 
dropped out to return to school.
 The committee said it plans to reconvene in 
the coming months.

By Karma L. Wright
 Southeast Area Ministries (SeAM), a 
Christian-based nonprofit comprising 22 cove-
nant churches of various denominations and 
more than 120 individual volunteers, has been 
providing assistance to South Belters since 
1987.
 Since its inception, SeAM has upheld its mis-
sion of providing emergency service to those in 
crisis; delivering assistance to clients in a com-
passionate manner, treating all people with dig-
nity and respect regardless of religion, ethnicity 
and cultural backgrounds; and always remaining 
a Christ-centered ministry.
 SeAM provides a number of emergency assis-
tance services throughout the year with a pointed 
focus on those with an increased risk:

Helping Hands for Single Moms
 In 2009, SeAM gave $188,275 to more than 
2,300 single mothers who were caring for over 
3,500 children.

Seniors 55 Plus
 According the SeAM’s website, seniors are 
“particularly vulnerable to emergency crises 
requiring assistance for food, medical care, 
employment and housing. SeAM provides 
seniors with basic emergency assistance while 
also facilitating job placement for those who are 
unemployed or underemployed.”

Children School Assistance
 This year-round program helps provide uni-
forms, shoes and school supplies to students in 
approximately 50 Houston-area schools.

Adopt a Child for Christmas
 Per its website, “each Christmas, SeAM spon-
sors a Christmas assistance program through 
which persons volunteer to provide Christmas 
gifts and make a child’s holiday memorable.”

SeAM Thrift Store
 In 2009, approximately $21,000 worth of 
clothing and household items were given to per-
sons receiving assistance. All of the merchandise 
was donated, which helps keep SeAM a cost-

effective entity, allowing it to focus more direct-
ly on the individuals who need help.
 For its silver anniversary, Southeast Area 
Ministries is planning events to take place in the 
fall of 2012 and spring of 2013. Also in the 
spring, affiliated covenant churches will host 
“SeAM Week” to promote charity in their respec-
tive congregations.
 SeAM is always looking for new volunteers to 
join its efforts in the ministry office, the nutrition 
program and food pantry, and the thrift store.
 The ministry office routinely needs help with 
telephone reception, general office duties such 
as filing and data input, client interviews and 
translation. 
 The unfulfilled duties in the nutrition program 
and food pantry are sacking food, restocking 
shelves and picking up donations. Volunteer 
opportunities in the thrift store include the sort-
ing and pricing of merchandise, cashiering, 
checking small appliances’ working conditions, 
picking up donations and arranging merchandise 
displays.
 SeAM is a nonprofit, making all contributions 
to the organization tax deductible. There are a 
variety of ways, besides volunteering, to donate 
to Southeast Area Ministries. Checks can be sent 
to P.O. Box 267, South Houston, TX, 77587-
0267.
 Donations can also be made online through 
PayPal. A link can be found on SeAM’s website 
at www.southeastareaministries.com.
 Also on the website is a comprehensive list of 
the area covenant churches. To become a cove-
nant church, contact Daer Platt, director of 
operations, at 713-944-0093 or email southemi-
nistries@sbcglobal.net.
 For questions about SeAM, call the office at 
713-944-0093. To inquire about the thrift store, 
call 713-944-7405, or visit it at 2006 Houston 
Blvd. (Highway 3) in South Houston, between 
College and Edgebrook, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(See related photos on Page 2A.)

SeAM celebrates 25 years

Sagedowne home torn down 

On Monday, March 19, yet another Sagemont home was demolished due to repeated 
fl ooding. Workers are shown above bringing the house, located at the intersection of 
Sageglen and Sagedowne, down to a pile of rubble. As an added precaution, Cherry 
Companies, the business contracted for the job, fi rst exterminated a bee infestation, as to 
not harm children in the area.                                                   Photo by Marie Flickinger

By Kimberly Flickinger
 For many years the Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skill (TAKS) has been the stan-
dardized assessment tool for public schools in 
Texas. This test is taken in the spring of each year 
and analyzes the performance of the students for 
the past year. 
 These standardized tests have been seen as 
necessary to assess the success and ability of 
public school students. In Texas, according to 
PolitiFact, only about “61.3 percent of students 
who were enrolled in ninth grade” graduated in 
2009. Therefore, a test to assess where students 
are lagging is in high demand. With the right 
kind of assessment, the state could fi nd the is-
sues with the public school system and fi x them 
so that more students are graduating from high 
school and pursuing higher education.
 Many negative connotations have been associ-
ated with the TAKS test due to the fact that many 

people believe that there is too much emphasis 
on the test and not enough emphasis on learning. 
According to he Association of  Texas Profes-
sional Educators, “about 60 percent of teachers 
and parents agreed that because of the TAKS, 
teachers are teaching students to become test 
takers rather than critical thinkers.”
 Therefore, some teachers and parents will be 
pleased to hear that the state is now changing its 
standardized test and the way it is administered 
while others will still believe that not much has 
changed with the replacement of the TAKS test 
and there is still greater change that is needed 
within the area of standardized testing for public 
school students. 
 The new test is called the State of Texas As-
sessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) and 
has been said to be more rigorous as stated by the 
Austin Post. 

Continued on Page 2A

STAAR replaces TAKS test

  The Clear Creek Independent School District 
launched its “It’s My Future” campaign to pro-
mote public awareness of the importance of vot-
ing.
 “The Clear Creek Independent School District 
believes the measure of success of any commu-
nity is the success of its children, and education 
is a joint partnership between family, school and 
the community,” the district released in a state-
ment. “Parents and community members exer-
cise their involvement in education in a multi-
tude of ways from volunteering and mentoring to 
serving on committees. But are they in position 
to help shape legislation which governs public 
education in Texas? It depends if they are regis-
tered to vote and regularly exercise their right at 

the polls.”
 The campaign is a joint effort between other 
school districts in the state and the Texas Asso-
ciation of School Administrators. “It’s My Fu-
ture” highlights two important upcoming dates: 
Thursday, April 12, and Monday, April 30.
 April 12 is the deadline to register to vote in 
the CCISD school board election Saturday, May 
12, and April 30 is the deadline to register to vote 
in the state primary election Tuesday, May 29.
 For more information on the program, to learn 
about local elections and issues affecting CCISD 
or to download a voter registration application, 
visit www.ccisd.net/vote. Voter registration cards 
are also available at all of the district’s campus-
es.

CCISD launches vote campaign

Servant-Savior breaks ground

Servant-Savior Presbyterian Church recently held a groundbreaking ceremony at the site 
of the proposed facility on Hughes. The original building was destroyed by fire in April 
2010. Shown above at the event are, left to right, (front row) the Rev. Dr. Alan Brehm, 
Servant-Savior pastor; Art Niebuhr, church elder and building committee chair; Ben 
Kleiner, architect, Harrison Kornberg Architects; Francis DeGraff, Servant-Savior charter 
member; Javi Figueroa, Triad Retail Construction; (back row) church building committee 
members D’Arcy Bryan-Wilson, Jerry Terrell and Terrence Brown.             Photo submitted

  There are still a few spots left for the annual 
South Belt Spectacular Cookoff, set to take place 
Thursday, May 3, to Sunday, May 6, at El Franco 
Lee Park, 9400 Hall Road.
 Now in its 16th year, the event is the sole fund-
raiser for the annual Fourth of July fi reworks dis-
play, to also be held at the area park. 
 This marks the second year that the South-
east Volunteer Fire Department is organizing the 
event. 
 With a larger layout than in past years and 80 
cooking spots, organizers are hoping this year’s 
cookoff will be the largest to date, according to 
event coordinator John Layton.

 As with last year’s function, Saturday’s activi-
ties, including infl atable structures and games, 
will cater more to children and families, while 
Friday’s festivities will be more geared for adults. 
The cookoff will once again feature live music 
and an auction. Other highlights include dance 
and cheer performances and a karaoke competi-
tion.
 Admission is $5 per person. Alcohol will be 
available to purchase. Organizers are seeking 
sponsors, volunteers and auction donations.
 For information, e-mail Layton at jlayton@
live.com or visit www.southbeltspectacular.
com.

Spots available for cookoff

 Donnie Beck, a longtime umpire on the Texas 
high school girls’ softball scene, died March 19, ap-
parently of natural causes, at his home.
 A member of the umpiring crew at the Dobie 
versus Pasadena varsity softball game at the Pasa-
dena Independent School District sports complex 
that evening, Beck had returned home and report-
edly died in his sleep.
 A long-standing member of the Texas Associa-
tion of Sports Offi cials, Beck’s career at the high 
school level dates back to the early 1990s. Dobie 

  Contrary to speculation, the Clear Brook City 
Municipal Utility District will not hold a board 
election this year. While one potential candidate 
had fi led by the March 5 deadline to challenge 
incumbent Steve Buckman in the race, he has 
since withdrawn his application.
 The Sagemeadow Municipal Utility District 
will also not hold an election, as board members 

Glenn Williams and David Dittmar are running 
unopposed.
 The Kirkmont Municipal Utility District, 
however, will hold an election Saturday, May 
12. Incumbents Jean Ann Williams and Lonnie 
Tiquiet are up for re-election. Former Kirkmont 
MUD board member Cathy Goforth has fi led to 
challenge the two.

CBC MUD will not hold election 

head coach Robin Rackley, a member of Dobie’s 
1997 state championship team, was saddened by 
the news.
 “Donnie Beck was a great ambassador for our 
sport,” Rackley said. “I can still remember him call-
ing games behind the plate when I was a catcher at 
Dobie. It’s a sad day for softball. Our condolences 
go out to his family.”
 Beck was a longtime Pasadena area resident.
 Funeral arrangements were pending at press 
time.

Local umpire, Beck, dies after game
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Deaths

Shaun Duncan

 Shaun Duncan, 33, of 
South Belt, died on Friday, 
March 16, 2012.
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Don and Dor-
othy Bird.
 Survivers include his son, 
Dylan Duncan, and many 
friends who considered him a 
brother.
 The service celebrating 
Duncan’s life will be held on 
Friday, March 23, 2012, at 7 
p.m. at Niday Funeral Home, 
with visitation at 5 p.m.

Michael S. 
Brzezinski Jr.

 Michael Stephen Brzezin-
ski Jr., retired U.S. Air Force 
lieutenant colonel, 80, died 
Friday, March 16, 2012, in 
Houston, after a courageous 
battle with cancer. He was 
born on Dec. 5, 1931, in New 
Orleans, to Michael S. Sr. and 
Lucille (Pic) Brzezinski. He 
was a South Belt resident.
 Brzezinski graduated from 
Louisiana State University in 
1959. He was a pilot in the 
U.S. Air Force and the Air 
Force Reserves.
 Prior to his retirement in 
1997, Brzezinski worked for 
the Johnson Space Center/
NASA. He worked in several 
areas of astronaut training in-
cluding managing the Weight-
less Environment Training 
Facility, and he made sig-
nifi cant contributions to the 
design and operation of the 
Neutral Buoyancy Labora-
tory. He was a respected col-
league and friend to the JSC/
NASA family.
 Brzezinski is survived by 
his wife of 57 years, Ann; their 
fi ve children: Steven (Karen); 
David (Linda); Linda (Pat); 
Tom (Terri); and Paul (Da-
vid); nine grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren.
 Services were held on 
Tuesday, March 20, 2012, at 
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
Church, with the Rev. Frank 
Fabj offi ciating.
 In lieu of fl owers, the fam-
ily requests donations to St. 
Frances Cabrini or to a favor-
ite charity.

Thomas F. 
Henry

 Thomas F. Henry, 90, long-
time South Belt resident, died 
on Monday, March 19, 2012.
 He is survived by his wife, 
Doris Henry; children: Peggy 
Clements and husband Wes, 
Tom Henry and wife Linda, 
Patti Dugan White and Jim 
Henry and wife Lynda; nu-
merous grandchildren, great- 
grandchildren and three great-
great-granddaughters; his 
sisters, Margaret Eberle of 
Florida and Elizabeth Nue-

Seniors set pilgrimage trip
 New Generation Seniors are planning a pilgrimage to 
the Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament in Hanceville, Ala., 
and to the Eternal Word Television in Irondale, Ala. The 
group will leave May 21 and return May 25. For more 
information, call Anita Serrano at 713-204-9321.

CDA military sock drive set
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas’ Court Mother of 
Unity is once again sponsoring a Mother’s Day Military 
Sock and Wipe Drive to send to the men and women serv-
ing our overseas. 
 Socks must be tube socks that pull up over the calf in 
either white, black or khaki colors. Wipes are preferred to 
be individually wrapped so they may be carried in pockets 
when away from the base and so they won’t dry out in the 
arid climates. 
 The court goal is to collect 1,000 socks and 1,000 wipes. 
The deadline to contribute is Mother’s Day, May 13. Socks 
and wipes may be dropped off at St. Luke’s church office 
at 11011 Hall Road or placed in designated boxes in the 
Narthex of the church.

Help offered for parents
 Family Outreach Clear Lake/Bay Area will offer a 
four-week series on Parenting the Strong Willed Child. 
beginning Wednesday, April 4, from 7 to 9 p.m., and will 
continue meeting every Wednesday evening through the 
month of April. The class will explore the ups and downs 
of parenting a strong-willed child and will help parents 
focus on effective ways of responding to and dealing with 
their spirited child.
 The class will meet in Conference Room D at the 
United Way Building, 1300 A Bay Area Blvd. (at Bay 
Area and Saturn). Cost for the class is $30 per individual 
or $50 per couple. For more information or to register, 
contact the Family Outreach office at 281-486-8827.

Breakfast, egg hunt set at FUM
 First United Methodist Pearland, 2314 N. Grand Blvd., 
will hold its annual Sonrise Breakfast and Easter Egg 
Hunt on Saturday, March 31.
 Tickets may be purchased at the church office or before 
any of the worship services on Sundays prior to the event. 
Children under 12 are $4 and adults 12 and over are $5. 
Breakfast will begin at 8:30 a.m. and will be followed by 
pictures with the Easter Bunny and an egg hunt. For infor-
mation, call the church office at 281-485-1466.

Clear Brook, Lake debate teams 
send students to national contest

Pictured are, left to right, Hunter Bodiford, Rishi Suresh, Akil Udawala and 
Mohammad Syed.     Photo submitted

 Clear Brook Speech and 
Debate coach Michael Rut-
ledge and Clear Lake Speech 
and Debate coach Martha 
Pierson recently announced 
that their teams attended the 
annual National Forensics 
League district tournament on 
March 8-10 and walked away 
after the three-day meet with 
students who will now move 
on to the National Forensics 
League National Tournament 
to be held in Indianapolis dur-
ing the week of June 10-15.
 A total of four Clear Creek 
Independent School District 
scholars will travel to 
Indianapolis where they will 
meet other students from 
across the country, and as far 
away as China, as they battle 
it out to determine who the 
best speakers and debaters are 
across this nation.

 To attend, students must 
place among the top competi-
tors at one of NFL’s 107 dis-
trict tournaments.
 The South Texas NFL 
District meet was held at 
George Ranch High School 
March 8-10, out of which 
came four national qualifiers 
who will represent CCISD. 
Specifically, two of these stu-
dents – Hunter Bodiford and 
Rishi Suresh – will represent 
Clear Brook High School, and 
two additional students – 
Mohammad Syed and  Akil 
Udawala – will represent 
Clear Lake High School.
 Bodiford and Suresh, both 
of whom hold Premier 
Distinction ranking within the 
ranks of NFL,  will compete 
in domestic extemporaneous 
and foreign extemporaneous 
speaking, respectively, and 

Syed and Udawala will com-
pete in cross examination 
debate at this upcoming tour-
nament.
 Syed currently holds a 
Distinction level within NFL, 
and Udawala is a Special 
Distinction scholar.
 The National Forensics 
League is an honorary society 
created to recognize high 
school students in speech and 
debate. The NFL is the oldest 
and largest interscholastic 
forensic organization. More 
than 112,000 high school and 
middle school students repre-
senting more than 2,800 high 
schools and nearly 100 mid-
dle schools are currently 
building their communication, 
leadership, cognitive and pre-
sentational skills as members.
 Since 1925, more than 1.3 
million students have found 

their voice in the NFL. 
Prominent alumni include 
media visionaries Oprah 
Winfrey and Ted Turner; 
Academy Award winners 
Patricia Neal and Renee 
Zellweger; Emmy award win-
ners Kelsey Grammar and 
Shelly Long; and Supreme 
Court Justices Ste-phen 
Breyer and Sonia Soto-mayor; 
as well as C-SPAN founder 
Brian Lamb.

The Rallying Point

 The San Jacinto College 
Central music department 
will host the Young Artist 
Competition for Piano and 
Voice on Saturday, March 24, 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., an 
event open to any piano or 
voice student in grades seven 
through 12.
 Winners in the middle 
school and high school cate-
gories are presented cash 
prizes and will also be con-
sidered for scholarships from 
San Jacinto College.
 San Jacinto College music 
faculty will judge the compe-
tition.
 Participation in the com-
petition is open to anyone 
who is studying piano or 
voice and can perform the 
required level of literature. 
 Entrance fee for the con-
test is $25 and is limited to 
the first 40 entrants.

SJC hosts musicians contest

 Consumers recently learned that 
the FDA is on the brink of approving 
genetically engineered salmon for hu-
man consumption, but are not planning 
to label this fish in a manner that the 
consumer would know that it was a 
engineered food. Well there is an even 
larger failure to disclose total contents 
on the label of a food product that we 
and our children consume regularly.
 Have you heard of pink slime? It is 
also known as Boneless Lean Beef 
Trimmings (BLBT), which are fatty 
scraps and bits of connective tissue 
that are leftovers from beef processing. 
In the past, this BLBT was only used in 
the manufacture of pet food and cook-
ing oil. But the beef processing indus-
try came up with a USDA approved 
process that includes the use of am-
monia gas to kill off pink slime patho-
gens, such as e.coli and salmonella, 
before being mixed with ground beef, 
as an inexpensive extender.
 A 2012 ABC News investigative re-
port indicated that the USDA has re-
ceived, but concealed information indi-
cating that 70 percent of ground beef 
contains pink slime, and that the USDA 
has allowed this mixed ground beef to 
go unlabeled at the objection of its own 
scientists. On 24 December 2011, in-

Labeling pink slime in beef
ternational fast food restaurant chains 
McDonald’s, Burger King and Taco Bell 
announced they would discontinue the 
use of BLBT products in their food.
 The National School Lunch Pro-
gram, administered by the USDA, ac-
counts for 20 percent of the food used 
in U.S. schools. Recently the USDA 
contracted to buy more than 111.5 
million pounds of ground beef for the 
National School Lunch Program, con-
taining 15% of pink slime, that will be 
fed to our children. Schools participat-
ing in the National School Lunch Pro-
gram receive cash subsidies for meals 
in compliance with USDA’s nutritional 
standards.
 Meat-packers and grocery stores 
aren’t required by law to include “lean 
finely textured beef” on package la-
bels because the USDA categorizes 
it as meat. Don’t you believe that we 
deserve the right to know what we as 
consumers, and our school children, 
are eating? You may want to write Sec-
retary of Agriculture – Tom Vilsack at 
the USDA, and also your Congressio-
nal Representatives and Senators, and 
request that they mandate complete la-
beling of the foods we eat. Remember, 
they do work for us – the taxpayers.

Gary Waits

 Vocalists who need to have 
an accompanist provided are 
charged an extra fee of $25.
 “In the past, we have had 
participants from as far away 
as Spring,” commented Dr. 
Martha Braswell, San Jacinto 
College music instructor who 
is also director of the compe-
tition. “The public cannot 
attend the competition, which 
is attended only by the judges 
and the contestants. However, 
there is an awards ceremony 
and concert at the conclusion 
of the contest where the top 
performers play or sing their 
choice of two compositions 
for the public. This will occur 
around 2 p.m.”
 The competition and sub-
sequent ceremony will be 
held in the Jan Corbin Recital 
Hall of the Monte Blue Music 
Building on the Central cam-
pus, 8060 Spencer Highway 

in Pasadena.
 There is no admission 
charge for the awards ceremo-
ny or the concert that follow 
the restricted competition.
 The competition will in-
clude two categories based 
on the age of the students. 
“We average about 25 stu-
dents in the competition with 
a winner and one runner-up 
in each category,” remarked 
Braswell. “In addition, stu-
dents who have a high rec-
ommendation but do not 
place in the top two catego-
ries in their age group are 
also recognized and perform 
in the concert.”
 To register for the event, 
call Braswell at 281-476-1501, 
ext. 1603, or send an email to 
martha.braswell@sjcd.edu.
 For more information 
about SJC music and other 
fine arts programs, visit arts.
sanjac.edu.

PW Library 
sets events

 The following events are 
set for the Parker Williams 
Library, March 22 through 
March 28.
 AARP will provide free 
income tax preparation on 
Fridays and Mondays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 Bring all necessary docu-
ments.
 Movie Madness is set for 
Thursday, March 22, at 4 
p.m. This family friendly film 
is rated PG. Call the library 
for the title.
 On Saturday, March 24, 
Vietnamese storytime will 
include Reading Club at 9 
a.m., followed by intermedi-
ate storytime at 11 a.m. and 
beginner storytime at 1 p.m.
 The program, Live Your 
Dreams, will be presented 
Monday, March 26, at 1:30 
p.m. to help make small busi-
nesses ideas work.
 Preschool storytime is at 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday, and 
toddler storytime is at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday.

Above, JoAnn Gray (left) and Claudia Gentry (right), volunteers at 
Southeast Area Ministries, prepare items in the food pantry.

Below, Sandy Pugh (left) and Judy Justice (right) prepare toys for resale 
at the SeAM Thrift Store.                                                Photo submitted

SeAM celebrates 25 years 
of serving South Belt

 PW Library needs books
 Friends of Parker Williams Harris County Library is currently accepting donations 
and is in need of smaller paperbacks, non-fiction, current fiction, children’s books, 
current magazines and DVDs.
 Donations are accepted during library hours at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. For more 
information, call the library at 281-484-2036.

Melillo carnival tickets available
 Melillo Middle School will hold its fourth annual spring carnival on Friday, April 
13, from 6 to 8 p.m. Attractions will include a rock wall, bungee run, dunking booth, 
concessions, various booths including hairspray painting, face painting, cake walk, 
silent auction and more.
 Tickets will be available March 29 through April 10, as well as at the event.

Syble Fay 
Moore

 Syble Fay Moore, 58, 
died on Thursday, March 18, 
2012. 
 Born Syble Fay Barnett 
in Morton, Texas, on Dec. 
17, 1933, she graduated from 
Morton High School then at-
tended Jacksonville College 
in Jacksonville, Texas, where 
she met the love of her life, 
Dan Haney Moore. They 
married on May 21, 1953. 
 Moore is preceded in 
death by her father, Omar F. 
Barnett; her mother, Beatrice 
Barnett; and two brothers, 
James Othel Barnett and Dr. 
Donald R. Barnett.
 She is survived by her 
husband of 58 years, Dan 
H. Moore; four children: 
Rita Joyce Moore McClure 
and husband Raymond Mc-
Clure, Patricia Lois Moore 
Gafford and husband David 

Gafford, Danny Ray Moore 
and wife Nancy Moore, and 
Troy Eugene Moore; three 
grandchildren: Jason Christo-
pher Moore and wife Kristy, 
Thomas Edward Gafford and 
wife Jennifer, and Natalie Di-
ane Gafford; two step-grand-
children: Travis Kenneth 
Stang and Crystal Jeanette 
Stang; and four great-grand-
children: Logan, Aden, Gray-
son and Easton Moore.
 Moore resided in Pear-
land, and was an active 
member of the First Baptist 
Church of Friendswood. She 
made a signifi cant contribu-
tion to the success of her hus-
band’s State Farm Insurance 
Agency in southeast Houston 
as Offi ce Manager until they 
retired 11 years ago.
 Services will be held on 
Thursday, March 22, 2012, 
at 11 a.m. at the First Baptist 
Church, 111 E. Heritage in 
Friendswood.
 In lieu of fl owers, contri-
butions can be made in mem-
ory of Moore to:
 MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, P.O. Box 4486, Hous-
ton TX 77210-4486, or Faith 
Community Hospice, 4721 
Garth Road, Suite H, Bay-
town TX 77521.

mann of West Virginia; many 
nieces and nephews; and Do-
ris’ family.
 He is preceded in death 
by the mother of his children, 
Helen R. Henry, and his fi rst 
grandson, Mark Ellzey.
 Henry was very proud 
of his service to the United 
States as a fi ghter pilot in 
the Pacifi c theater of World 
War II. He was a member of 
507th Fighter Squadron, and 
enjoyed keeping in touch 
with many of his friends from 
those years.
 Henry was a member of 
the Bricklayers Union for 
more than 40 years.
 A memorial service was 
held on Wednesday, March 
21, 2012, at Niday Funeral 
Home in Houston.

 The San Jacinto College 
cheerleading team will hold 
cheerleading and mascot try-
outs for the 2012-2013 sea-
son on April 19 and April 23 
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in 
Anders Gymnasium on the 
SJC Central campus, located 
at 8060 Spencer Highway in 
Pasadena.
 Tryout material will be 
taught during the first day, 
and the tryouts will take place 
the second day.
 The team is seeking cheer-
leading applicants with strong 
jumping, dancing and tum-
bling skills, and mascot 
applicants with high spirit 
and energy who can engage 
audiences.

SJC holds cheer, 
mascot tryouts

 In preparation for the try-
outs, applicants may attend 
clinics scheduled from 4:30  
to 6:30 p.m. on April 2 and 
April 9 at the same location.
 Tryouts are open to both 
men and women who are at 
least high school seniors.
 Partial tuition and book 
scholarships are available to 
those who are selected for the 
cheerleading team.
 All uniforms for the year 
are provided, and cheerlead-
ers receive a one-hour PHED 
credit for the class.
 For more information, 
visit www.sanjacsports.com 
or contact coach Levis Fran-
cis at 281-476-1501, ext. 
1426.

Continued from Page 1A
 According to the Texas 
Education Agency, for 
grades 3-8 not much will 
change; however, in high 
school there will now be  
12 End of Course (EOC) 
assessments. 
 These include tests in 
subject areas such as: Al-
gebra I, geometry, Alge-
bra II, biology, chemistry, 
physics, English I, Eng-
lish II, English III, world 
geography, world his-
tory, and U.S. history. The 
Texas Education Agency 
also states that there will 
also now be a four-hour 
time limit which mimics 
the sort of time limits set 
on other standardized tests 
such as the SAT, ACT, and 
AP exams. This change is 
due to the “concern that 
high school students are 
not being adequately pre-
pared for testing expecta-
tions in the future.” 
 However, many ques-
tion the validity of the 
testing system altogether. 
The simple fact that ap-
proximately “40 percent 
of recent high school 
graduates in the state’s 
public universities and 

colleges need at least one 
remedial class,” accord-
ing to The Dallas Morning 
News, is enough for some 
to question whether or not 
these standardized tests 
are even a good judge of 
a student’s ability. Reme-
dial classes, according to 
education.com, are classes 
that “teach students what 
they should already have 
learned.”  Some of those 
students even passed the 
TAKS test and were still 
not able to perform well 
in a college classroom set-
ting; thus, needing to take 
remedial classes. 
 Locally, San Jacinto 
College has about 67 per-
cent of its incoming high 
school graduates who have 
to take at least one reme-
dial class. The point of the 
standardized testing sys-
tem is to judge the ability 
of the students accurately. 
This system obviously has 
its fl aws if people who 
are doing well in the eyes 
of the TAKS test are still 
needing help when mak-
ing the transition from 
high school to college.
 High school graduates 
should be able to make 

the transition from high 
school to college with 
ease yet still be challenged 
by the academic vigor of 
college level classes. High 
school graduates should 
not have to be taking 
classes in which the les-
sons learned are lessons 
that they should have un-
derstood from their previ-
ous education.
 These changes to the 
standardized testing sys-
tem have both enthusiasts 
as well as skeptics that 
still remain. Some people 
see the change from the 
TAKS to the STAAR as a 
move in the right direction 
toward a standardized test 
that is more rigorous and 
mimics the important tests 
that students will have to 
take in the future. 
 However, there are still 
people who believe that 
this system of standard-
ized test leads to teachers 
only teaching to the test in 
order for their students to 
pass. Only time will tell if 
this change from the TAKS 
to the STAAR has made a 
great impact on the stan-
dardized testing system or 
no impact whatsoever.

STAAR comes to local students
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Frazier 
Health Fair 

a success
Frazier Elementary held its second 
annual health fair on Tuesday, March 
6. The event was a great success with 
more than 250 adults participating. 
The community received free den-
tal, vision, blood pressure and glu-
cose screenings along with a wealth 
of information about various health 
related issues.

At left, Jaiden Rabbitt receives a den-
tal screening by Dr. Anju Mandhani 
from ABC Dental.

Photos submitted

Olga Colunga gets a blood pressure check from 
Dobie health occupations student Jesmi Jacob. 

Shown with Colunga are her granddaughters, 
Alayna  (front) and Alivia Gonzalez (back).

Left to right, (front) Caleb and Sidney Bonner take 
time to pose with H-E-B Buddy and the Crash Test 

Dummies during the Frazier Elementary Health 
Fair held at the school recently.

Meador 
gets 

into the 
rodeo spirit

Meador Elementary students enjoyed 
performing country and western dances 
for their parents, teachers and fellow 
students during Rodeo Day at the school. 
They were invited to wear western attire 
on that day. Students practice for weeks 
getting the steps perfected.

Photos submitted
Enjoying Rodeo Day at Meador Elementary were, left to right, Assistant Principal 
Beverly Bolton, Principal Darlene Davis, and music teacher Kathy Lemaster.

Fourth-grade student Geronimo Arce poses in a western shirt 
and hat with his mother, Audrey Perez.

Above, Principal Darlene Davis shows off western attire with 
third-grade student Eric Hernandez.

San Jac women in STEM: Mary Anne Blake

 Texas educators know 
crafting a lesson plan that is 
both interesting and still cov-
ers the required Texas Essen-
tial Knowledge and Skills is 
no day at the beach.
 But a new set of lesson 
plans on the dangers of 
marine debris by the Adopt-
A-Beach Program at the 
Texas General Land Office is 

Adopt-A-Beach lesson plans 
now available for grades K-8

sure to bring a little sunshine 
to any teacher’s day.
 “These lesson plans are 
complete, fun and easy to 
use,” said Renee Tuggle, 
Adopt-A-Beach coordinator. 
“The whole goal is to provide 
educators with a quick way to 
make kids think about the 
environmental menace of 
marine debris, how they fit 

in, and what they can do.”
 The six individualized 
Adopt-A-Beach lesson plans 
guide students and teachers 
to a better understanding of 
coastal issues through fun 
and challenging activities 
that can be accomplished in 
30 to 45 minutes.
 Each lesson plan was 
developed with grade-appro-
priate Texas Essential Know-
ledge and Skills, and is fea-
tured in color for the instruc-
tor’s use. The corresponding 
journal pages have been com-
posed in black and white for 
easy printing and copying.
 To view or download the 
six lesson plans, visit http://
www.glo.texas.gov/adopt-a-
beach/kids/lesson-plans.html.
 The Texas General Land 
Office Adopt-A-Beach Pro-
gram is one of the most suc-
cessful volunteer efforts in 
the nation.
 The goal of the Adopt-A-
Beach Program is to not only 
remove trash from Texas 
beaches and waterways, but 
to also increase public aware-
ness of the problems of 
marine debris and beach lit-
ter.
 Since 1986, more than 
423,000 volunteers have re-
moved more than 8,100 tons 
of trash from the Texas coast. 
That’s enough to fill up a line 
of dump trucks 90 miles long.
 For additional information 
on the Adopt-A-Beach Pro-
gram or to participate in the 
next cleanup, visit www.texas 
adoptabeach.org or call the 
Texas General Land Office 
toll free at 1-877-892-6278.

San Jacinto College highlights engineering design graphics professor Mary 
Anne Blake as part of a Women in STEM series in conjunction with Women’s 
History Month. Photo by Andrea Vasquez

 Engineering design graph-
ics professor Mary Anne 
Blake has been teaching at 
San Jacinto College since 
1986. Along with being a 
professor, she is also a regis-
tered architect and interior 
designer. A person walking 
into any of her drafting, 
AutoCAD, or architectural 
courses will find her students 
eager to learn and help each 
other along their common 
dedicated career paths.
 Blake is still a minority in 
the engineering sector of the 
science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics 
(STEM) fields.
 According to a recent 
report by the U.S. Department 
of Commerce Economics and 
Statistics Administration, in 
2009, 7.4 million workers 
were categorized as having 
STEM field careers, making 
them only 5.3 percent of the 
U.S. workforce. Of that per-
centage, engineers were the 
second largest STEM occu-
pational group, but only about 
one out of seven engineers 
were female, making engi-
neering the most male-domi-
nated STEM field.
 “You really have to have a 
determined desire to want to 
enter this career,” says Blake. 
“Chances are you already 
know the studying hours that 
lie ahead of you, so the chal-
lenge becomes keeping your-
self disciplined to stay on 
course of your goals.”
 At first, Blake pursued a 
nursing degree. It wasn’t long 
until she realized that math 
and architecture were what 
really motivated her, so after 
switching her major in 1980, 
she graduated from the Texas 
A&M University College of 
Architecture.
 Because of the rigorous 

academic and professional 
requirements needed in the 
engineering industry, Blake 
encourages her students to 

find mentors within the in-
dustry who can advise them 
on what potential employers 
look for and to help them 

network to find internships 
and jobs after they complete 
their degrees.
 Blake says that many 

women who are just starting 
out in the industry may not 
know the opportunities and 
benefits the engineering field 
has to offer. “There are lots of 
unlimited learning opportuni-
ties that are really enjoyable. 
There are conventions, semi-
nars, tours, open houses, 
online classes, magazine arti-
cles, and classroom settings 
all set up to help you learn. 
You really do get to meet 
many friendly, helpful people 
who support your goals.”
 According to the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, 
women who choose a STEM 
career path earn 29 percent 
higher hourly earnings on 
average than their peers who 
have neither a STEM degree 
nor STEM-related job. “I tell 
all my students to set their 
goals high and try their best. 
If you want it bad enough you 
will learn good study habits, 
take advantage of tutoring, 
peer support, and most impor-
tantly, never be afraid to ask 
for help. It is important for a 
woman to be independent and 
have a career she loves. It 
allows her to rise to her poten-
tial and help society.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Ace Hardware on Beamer.
 PISD trustees approved 
$55,368 for the purchase 
of girls’ physical education 
uniforms. Board member 
Rudy Schubert had previ-
ously questioned the prac-
tice of providing uniforms 
for boys but not for girls.
 Two members of Hous-
ton’s Guardian Angels ap-
peared at a meeting of the 
South Belt Crime Watch 
Association

25 years ago (1987)
 A chance discovery of 
100 cheerleading and drill 
team uniforms as well as 
marijuana plants were found 
in the residence of Fred Her-
man. Police pursued a man 
fl eeing the  scene of a fi ght 
who fl ed into Herman’s 
apartment in the Edgebrook 
Apartment complex. The 
police could not fi nd the 
man but found the uniforms 
and marijuana.
 Tu Ngo, the owner of the 
local Stop and Gone, was 
arrested by Constable Pre-
cinct 2 Deputy Steve Long 
after the deputy issued three 
tickets to teens leaving the 
convenience store in pos-
session of beer.

20 years ago (1992)
 Trustees of the Clear 
Creek school district were 
expected to order the im-
mediate closing of Weber 
Elementary at a board meet-
ing.
 Drilling at the Brio toxic 
waste site began despite 
objections from area resi-
dents.
 The Metro board was 
expected to consider a $324 
million commuter rail ser-
vice proposal at its board 
meeting.

Remember When
15 years ago (1997)

 In its fi fth straight entry 
in the National Academic 
League championship 
tournament, the team from 
Thompson Intermediate 
burst out of a third-quarter 
tie to defeat Carson Junior 
High of Mesa, Ariz., 45 to 
40.
 Workmen prepared the 
old Little League ballfi elds 
at Crosswell Field on Sabo 
to accommodate one of the 
country’s largest theater 
complexes, the AMC 30, to 
be constructed later.
 South Belt residents Car-
los Sepulveda and George 
Minter won the city fi nals 
of the two-ball tournament 
sponsored by McDonald’s 
and the National Basketball 
Association.

10 years ago (2002)
 The Beverly Hills Bear 
Brains defeated the Thomp-
son Lions 52-48 at Bondy 
Intermediate in the district 
championship game of 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District National 
Academic League double-
elimination tournament.
 Constable Gary Free-
man, Justice of the Peace Jo 
Ann Delgado and commu-
nity volunteers stuffed over 
18,000 eggs for the 12th an-
nual Easter egg hunt which 
was also sponsored by Har-
ris County Commissioner 
El Franco Lee.

5 years ago (2007)
 Cpl. Robert W. Engl-
brecht, who was severely 
injured in Iraq in a Hummer 
vehicle bombing that caused 
the loss of his right eye and 
left leg, was scheduled to 
return to his mother’s Bev-
erly Hills home.

Over The Back Fence by Jan

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARCUS JR.
 Melillo sixth-grader Marcus Jr. Loya 
turns 12 years old on March 21. Love and 
birthday wishes are sent to Marcus Jr. from 
Grandma Dolores Servin.

BIRTHDAY WISHES FOR B.J.
 Longtime local optometrist Dr. B.J. 
Garner celebrates his birthday Friday, 
March 23. Best wishes are sent from wife 
Laura, family, friends and the Leader staff.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays March 22 
through March 28.

Atkinson Elementary
 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent 
to Kathy Hoang March 22. Celebrating a 
birthday March 24 is Kady Deaton.

Burnett Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles on March 
22 for Maria Vargas. The day for a cake for 
Linda Resendez is March 23. Double birth-
day greetings are sent to Efren Cardozo 
and Carmen Norris March 25. Debbie 

Ramm has a birthday March 27.
Bush Elementary

 Greetings for a happy birthday are sent 
to Danielle Knight March 23.

Meador Elementary
 On March 22, Jennifer McDuff enjoys a 
birthday. March 26 is the day for a party for 
Silvia Herrera-Tamayo.

Moore Elementary
 Birthday wishes are sent to Shelby 
Willis March 22. March 28 is the date for a 
cake for Melissa Hickman.

South Belt Elementary
 Celebrating a birthday March 27 is 
Natalie Boynton.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Birthday wishes are sent to Maria Flores 
March 26.

Melillo Middle School
 On March 26, Elizabeth Williamson is 
wished a happy birthday.

Morris Middle School
 March 25 is the day for a party for Sherry 
Horton. Blow out the birthday candles on 
March 27 for Tina Jiminez. Maria Lopez 

celebrates a birthday March 28.
Beverly Hills Intermediate

 Happy birthday wishes are sent to Janis 
McKinney March 26.

Thompson Intermediate
  Blow out the birthday candles for Travis 
Meyer on March 24. On March 25, double 
birthday greetings are sent to Deanne 
Davis and James Sky-Eagle Smith. 
Stephanie Albert celebrates a birthday 
March 27.

Dobie High
 A birthday greeting is sent to Amy 
Crowder March 22. On March 24, Tyler 
Coker enjoys a birthday. March 26 is the 
day for a double birthday celebration for 
Glenda Nicholson and Tracy Whatley. 
Cornelia Oprea-Khalaf is wished a happy 
birthday March 27.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south 
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line. Items must be submitted by Friday 
noon for the next week’s publication.

 Riverstone Ranch resi-
dent Thu Anh Pham, 26, 
and her husband, Huan 
Cong Ngo, 32, were killed 
when they were struck by 
an automobile while taking 
a walk. Pasadena Memo-
rial student Ramon Andress 
Mejia, 17, was charged with 
two counts of criminally 
negligent homicide.

1 year ago (2011)
  In a surprising move, 
Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable Gary L. Freeman 
announced that due to fi nan-
cial reasons, his offi ce 

35 years ago ( 1977)
 Twelve year-old Jodie 
Fiore, a sixth-grader from 
Beverly Hills Intermediate, 
won the annual Pasadena 
Independent School District 
spelling bee. 
 Several members of the 
Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to 
a call regarding the birth 
of a baby in the Scarsdale 
area. The crew delivered 
the baby at the scene. The 
mother and baby were then 
transported to Memorial 
Southeast Hospital in good 
condition.

30 years ago (1982)
 A 1977 Oldsmobile Cut-
lass driven by Justine J. Fitts 
rammed through Central 

MARK S. PIERA TT MARK S. PIERA TT 
Att orney-at-LawAtt orney-at-Law

Personal Injury Att orneyPersonal Injury Att orney
Offi  ce: 713-522-8100Offi  ce: 713-522-8100

 OPEN YEAR ROUND Individual, Small Business, Corporate & Partnership Return
 Free Electronic Filing W/Paid Preparation Bookkeeping & Accounting Including Payroll
 Fast, Personal & Professional Service Self-Prepared Returns OK

INCOME TAX SOLUTIONS

11406 Hughes Road 

In Garner Vision Plaza

(Beltway 8 and Hughes Road)

281-484-3050

E-mail: ZRO_TAX@yahoo.com

30% OFF
Preparation w/ad 

OVER 30 YEARS TAX EXPERIENCE IN SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY & MILITARY FAMILIES WORLDWIDE SINCE 1994.

FOR TAX EMERGENCIES 
CONTACT:

INCOME TAX SOLUTIONSINCOME TAX SOLUTIONS

11406 Hughes Road!
Solutions for all your tax emergencies

             Authorized e-file Provider

Lariaettes excel at competition in Galveston

Dobie Lariaettes pictured with their awards are, left to right, 
(front row) President Briana Harper, Historian Princess Tabarez, 
Lt. Karena Duran, Lt. Col. Rachel Moore, Col. Alaina Burns, 
Maj. Samantha Green, Lt. Amanda Palacios, Capt. Denise Ma, 
Spirit Leader Cassandra Velasquez, (second row) Jennifer Acero, 
Jasmyn Johnson, Joanna Espinoza, Karla Reyna, Catherine Sorto, 
Kameko Bryant, Shante McGill, Monique Lewis, Feliss Goree, Thu 
Nguyen, Breyonna Milton, Phyleesha Daigle, Party Girl Cecilia 
Uribe, Tearra Small, Spirit Leader Amanda Medrano, (third 

row) Elizabeth Montemayor, Dominique Jimenez, Brianna Lopez, 
Ashley Rodriguez, Anna Onokwu, Kayla Smith, Emmi Kieu, 
Dazhanique McCloud, Demi Ayalo, Lorin Mata, Kaila Hernandez, 
Melissa Bonilla, Taylor Sias, Dalila Galindo, Jannessa Ackman, 
Greissy Jerezano, Katurah Stanton, Geraldine Navarrette, (back 
row) Kailyn Perry, Cindy Guzman, Taylor Ard, Modesta Ugo, 
Christian Rosales, Brittany Hampton, Lauren Pettey, Niza Del 
Villar, Destinye Barnes-Hall and Abby Pedroza.  
 Photo submitted

 The Dobie High School 
Lariaettes participated in 
the American Dance/Drill 
Team Competition at Moody 
Gardens in Galveston on 
Saturday, March 3.
 The team came in second 
place overall for the day out 
of 39 teams – two points 
behind the winner of the 
competition. They were also 
voted Outstanding Team of 
the entire competition by all 
other teams in attendance.
 Military officer awards 
included:
 Sweepstakes and Gussie 
Nell Davis Award (Division 
1 with a score of 90 or 
above on all routines from 

all judges); Judges Award 
Officer Jazz; Judges Award 
Officer Lyrical; Judges 
Award Officer Hip-Hop; 
Best Overall Technique; 
Best Overall Presentation; 
Best Overall Precision; Best 
Overall Choreography; Best 
in Class Super Team Officers 
– which means they were 
the best officers of all the 
teams in their school size 
division.
 Team awards included:
 Second runner-up Best in 
Class Duet – Taylor Sias 
and Tearra Small; Winner 
Best in Class Medium 
Ensemble (contemporary); 
First runner-up Best in Class 

Solo finalists pictured with their awards, are, left to 
right, fourth runner-up - Maj. Samantha Green, sec-
ond runner-up - Col. Alaina Burns, and third runner-
up - Lt. Amanda Palacios.

Large Ensemble (hip-hop); 
Winner Best in Class Large 
Ensemble (Jazz Troupe); 
Sweepstakes and Gussie 
Nell Davis Award; Judges 
Award Team Jazz; Judges 
Award Team Pom; Judges 
Award Team Modern; 
Judges Award Team Kick; 
Best Overall Technique; 
Best Overall Presentation; 
Best Overall Precision; Best 
Overall Choreography; First 
runner-up Best in Class 
Super Team; and Best of the 
Best – First runner-up team 
of the entire competition.
 The Lariaettes were also 
voted Outstanding Team of 
the Day.

would no longer provide 
contractual law enforce-
ment services to areas of 
the South Belt community 
that are not incorporated by 
the City of Houston, begin-
ning April 15.
 Mike Stephens, the 
Pasdadena Independent 
School District’s athletic 
director, announced his plan 
to retire at the end of the 
2010-2011 academic year. 
His retirement brought an 
end to a career in public 
school athletics that spanned 
35 years.
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 Embark on a new career 
path or get ahead on the cur-
rent one by attending Uni-
versity of Houston-Clear 
Lake’s Career Exploration 
Workshop on March 23 from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and 
March 30 from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. in the Student 
Services Classroom Building, 
Rooms 3103 and 3109, 
UH-Clear Lake, 2700 Bay 
Area Blvd.
 The workshop is designed 
to help those seeking a career 
change, setting new career 
goals or returning to the work 
force.

Career Exploration 
Workshop at UHCL

 This workshop is hosted 
by university counselors and 
psychologists of the Office of 
Career and Counseling Ser-
vices.
 Participants must attend 
both Saturday workshops. 
Fee is $200 per person for the 
general public. UH-Clear 
Lake students pay $30; UH- 
Clear Lake alumni members 
pay $75; UH-Clear Lake fac-
ulty and students attending 
other schools pay $100.
 For more information, call 
281-283-2529 or visit http://
www.uhcl.edu/careerservic 
es.

 University of Houston-
Clear Lake’s Film & Speaker 
Series will present Made in 
Dagenham on Friday, March 
23, at 7 p.m. in the Student 
Services and Classroom Build-
ing, Lecture Hall, UHCL, 
2700 Bay Area Blvd.
 Set in 1968 in the United 
Kingdom’s Ford auto factory 
in Dagenham, a former bor-
ough of southeast England, 
Made in Dagenham follows 
187 underpaid women ma-
chinists working in poor con-
ditions who go on strike to 
protest unequal pay on the 
basis of sex – ultimately 
advancing the cause of wom-

UHCL fi lm, speaker series 
presents Made in Dagenham

en’s rights.
 Presented as part of the 
UHCL’s Film & Speaker 
Series, the film is rated R and 
presented in conjunction with 
Women’s Studies Week.
 Distinguished speaker is 
Elizabeth Klett, assistant pro-
fessor of literature, who will 
discuss the themes present in 
the film. Tickets are $3.75 
per person or free for stu-
dents with a UH-Clear Lake 
identification.
 For more information, 
contact Sonia Hernandez, 
cultural arts assistant, at mov-
ies@uhcl.edu or call 281-
283-2560.

 The University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake will host a 
SLICE workshop on time 
management and avoiding 
stress on Friday, March 23, 
from 10 a.m. to noon in the 
Student Services Classroom 
Building, Room 2311, 2700 
Bay Area Blvd.
 Join the fun at Not Another 
Pimple! Finding a Balance – 
The Key to Avoiding Stress 
(Time Management), an inter-
active workshop that helps 
people take inventory of what 
is most important and how 

SLICE workshop on time 
management, avoiding stress

their time is spent.
 Presented by Michelle Kal-
tenbach, UHCL School of 
Education academic adviser, 
this workshop is free and 
sponsored by the Student 
Leadership, Involvement and 
Community Engagement.
 For more information 
about this event, call Jennifer 
Clark, assistant director of 
Student Life, at 281-283-
2611 or email clarkjen@uhcl.
edu, or visit the SLICE web-
site at http://www.uhcl.edu/
SLI.

 Music, food, costumes, 
dances and languages from 
many countries will be cele-
brated during University of 
Houston-Clear Lake’s Cul-
tural Extravaganza on Satur-
day, March 24, at 7 p.m. in 
the Bayou Theater, 2700 Bay 
Area Blvd.
 The annual event show-
cases the uniqueness of rep-
resented nations and groups.
 Enjoy a colorful, informa-
tive and fun evening of per-

Celebrate diversity at UHCL 
Cultural Extravaganza

formances and tasty treats 
that concludes with a culture 
walk by various groups as 
they parade across the stage.
 This event, sponsored by 
the Office of Intercultural 
and International Student 
Services, is free and open to 
the public.
 For more information, 
contact Julie Smith, coordi-
nator for Women’s and LGBT 
Services, at 281-283-2578 or 
e-mail smithj@uhcl.edu.

 Join the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake Women 
Build 5K walk team and sup-
port the Bay Area-Houston 
Habitat for Humanity March 
25, 2:30 p.m., at the Bayou 
Building, Parking Lot D, 
2700 Bay Area Blvd.
 Celebrating the fourth 
year for Bay Area-Houston’s 
Habitat Women Build proj-
ect, the event will offer ven-
dors, door prizes, a live disc 
jockey and more.
 Men are also invited to 
participate.
 Worldwide, more than 450 
Women Build homes have 
been completed, providing 
opportunities for women to 
learn new skills, participate 
in team-building activities 

Walk to support local 
Habitat for Humanity

and make a difference for 
children and families. Habitat 
for Humanity homes shelter 
families living in poverty in 
the U.S.
 Bay Area Habitat for Hu- 
manity Houston was founded 
in 1991 to provide affordable 
housing for residents in Gal-
veston and Southeast Harris 
County.
 To join the UH-Clear Lake 
team for this project, go to 
http://www.stayclassy.org/
fundraise/team?ftid=4760, 
select Join Team and follow 
the instructions.
 For more information, 
contact Nichole Eslinger, 
coordinator for Work/Life 
Services, at eslinger@uhcl.
edu or call 281-283-2168.

 The University of Houston-
Clear Lake will hold its 
Spring 2012 Teacher Job Fair 
on Thursday, March 29, from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in the 
Bayou Building, Atrium I & 
Atrium II, UH-Clear Lake, 
2700 Bay Area Blvd. in 
Houston.
 Teachers and education 
professionals are invited to 
attend UHCL’s teacher job 

Spring 2012 Teacher 
Job Fair at UHCL

fair which will include repre-
sentatives from many area 
schools. Professional attire is 
required.
 Free parking is available, 
and jobseekers should regis-
ter before March 23.
 For more information, 
contact Caitlin Weekly, em-
ployer relations coordinator, 
at 281-283-2590 or visit 
http://www.uhcl.edu/jobfairs.

 Here comes
       the bride . . . 

Let 
South Belt Graphics 

& Printing 
take care of all 

your printing needs
for your special day.

Invitations
Envelopes • Napkins

Matchbooks
Thank You Cards 

11555 Beamer
281-484-4337

 Find out more about the 
possibility of life on other 
planets by attending The 
Search for Extra-Terrestrial 
Intelligence, a lecture pre-
sented by David Black, 
Universities Space Research 
Association president emeri-
tus and visiting scientist of 
the Lunar and Planetary 
Institute Search for Extrater-
restrial Intelligence (SETI).
 The lecture is hosted by 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake as part of the Physics 
and Space Science Seminar 
Series and will be held Tues-
day, March 27, at 7 p.m. in 

Lecture on extra-terrestrial 
intelligence at UHCL seminar

the Student Services and 
Classroom Building, Room 
1100, 2700 Bay Area Blvd.
 The seminar series is 
sponsored by United Space 
Alliance. Cost for continuing 
education credit is $15 per 
individual seminar, $40 for 
any three seminars or $99 for 
the series. All others may 
attend for no charge.
 For more information, call 
the Center for Educational 
Programs at 281-283-3530.
 To register, visit http://
www.uhcl.edu/sce, select 
“Physics” and then “Spring 
Schedule.”

 HOME RUN 
CORNER

The Leader staff reminds parents to submit 
congratulations for their sluggers’ achievements 
for publication in Over The Back Fence. E-mail 
mynews@southbeltleader.com with OTBF in 
the subject line. Items must be submitted by 
Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of ROGER DA-
VID ALDRED, Deceased, were issued on De-
cember 13, 2011 in Cause No. 409340, pend-
ing in the Probate Court No. 4, Harris County, 
Texas, to: RONALD DOUGLAS ALDRED

All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are re-
quired to present them to the undersigned within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

c/o: Danny R. Barfi eld, Attorney at Law
609 Bradford Ave., Suite 207

Kemah, Texas 77565
713-947-7500       281-680-1120 (fax)
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas        281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmers.com

Lions Club
meeting set

 The Houston Space City 
Lions Club will meet Tues-
day, March 27, at 7 p.m. at the 
Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf 
Freeway. For more informa-
tion, call George Malone at 
281-438-7243.

 Honoring local heroes 
doesn’t have to come in an 
award ceremony, speeches, 
or parades. For military vet-
eran residents at Houston’s 
De George at Union Station, 
taking time to play a game of 
bingo is worth great conver-
sation and a smile.
 San Jacinto College has 
started several veteran initia-
tives within the community 
and its student veteran popu-
lation. Within the last year, 
the South campus has created 
two service-learning oppor-
tunities for students involv-
ing veterans in the surround-
ing community.
 The Backpacks for Veter-
ans project began last fall 
when SJC students, faculty, 
and community members 
filled more than 700 back-
packs with personal care 
items, bus passes, and gas 
cards to deliver to local vet-
eran service agencies. This 
spring, the newest service-
learning opportunity is a vet-
erans oral history project, 
where video interviews with 
veterans are conducted by 
students, staff, and faculty to 
archive first-person accounts 
of their experiences during 
war, abroad, military life, and 
where their lives have taken 
them afterward.
 These interviews will be 
shared with several organiza-
tions conducting similar proj-
ects, in particular the U.S. 
Library of Congress Ameri-
can Folklife Center Veterans 
History Project.
 Recently, a group of SJC 
students and staff visited De 
George at Union Station in 
Houston, a housing facility 

Students participate in veterans history project
for homeless veterans. Along 
with conducting veteran 
interviews for the oral history 
project, students joined in a 
few rounds of bingo, handed 
out refreshments, and spent 
the afternoon visiting with 
residents. “It’s important that 
our veterans feel appreciat-
ed,” said SJC student Jessica 
Molinar. “I wanted to give 
something back, even just 
some of my time, since 
they’ve given so much for 
us.”
 John Boggs, director of 
the South campus evening 
and weekend division, also 
has a special interest in the 
project. “Getting to know 
their stories just adds value to 
my own life,” he said.
 For 43-year-old Army vet-
eran Keith Cardenas, the visit 
also gave an opportunity to 
ask about going back to 
school. “I’ve been thinking 
about going back to school 
and taking some HVAC 

courses to apply toward an 
associate degree,” said 
Cardenas, a Pasadena native 
who previously attended SJC 
in the early ’90s after his 
enlistment. “By starting out 
with a few courses, I think it 
would give me the confidence 
to pursue a bachelor’s degree 
in occupational safety.”
 Air Force veteran Mark 
Norwood participated in the 
oral history interviews and 
recalled some of his favorite 
memories as a young enlisted 
airman during the Vietnam 
War, receiving a temporary 
duty assignment to Panama. 
After leaving the Air Force, 
he received an associate 
degree in petroleum technol-
ogy while working offshore. 
Later he went back to school, 
this time at Lamar University, 
and received another associ-
ate degree in computer-aided 
drafting.
 After Hurricane Ike, while 
working to repair a building 

Veterans Jerry Buckley (U.S. Marines), Lloyd Curtis (U.S. Marines), and Robert 
Croy (U.S. Air Force) enjoy a visit from San Jacinto College students at De George 
at Union Station veteran housing facility in Houston. Photo by Andrea Vasquez

roof, he suffered a fall that 
broke his back. Unable to 
work, Norwood became 
homeless for about six 
months. De George was able 
to help by giving him a place 
to stay while he received 
treatment at Houston’s VA 
hospital.
 Like Cardenas, 54-year-
old Norwood is currently 
looking at going back to 
school. “I’d like to go back to 
school and hopefully get my 
bachelor’s degree,” said 
Norwood. “I have experience 
in the petroleum technology 
and engineering fields. Before 
my injury, I worked for a 
company that designed off-
shore platforms, so possibly 
looking at degree options in 
those areas would be interest-
ing.”
 There are many educa-
tional opportunities at San 
Jacinto College for new and 
current veterans looking to 
re-enter the academic realm 

or transition into the work-
force.
 Last year, 1,250 new stu-
dent veterans enrolled at SJC. 
Currently, the largest student-
veteran initiative is the cre-
ation of Centers of Excellence 
for Veteran Student Success 
at each of the three SJC cam-
puses, funded by a $400,000 
grant received in 2010 from 
the Fund for the Improvement 
of Postsecondary Education 
(FIPSE) from the U.S. De- 
partment of Education. The 
centers will provide one sin-
gle facility where veterans 
can easily access enrollment, 
financial aid, Veteran Affairs 
information, educational 
planning, and counseling 
needs.
 Another grant from the 
U.S. Department of Labor 
will fund the San Jacinto 
College Veterans Workforce 
Development Project, which 
provides up to 50 veteran 
scholarships of no more than 
$2,100 of college tuition per 
semester and can be applied 
toward credit, certificate, or 
noncredit programs in areas 
with increasing employment 
rates, such as basic welding, 
non-destructive testing, pay-
roll specialist, emergency 
medical technician basic cer-
tification, environmental 
safety specialist, truck driv-
ing, computer specialist, or 
other programs chosen on the 
basis of regional labor market 
demands.
 Last October, SJC was 
named a Military Friendly 
School by G.I. Jobs maga-
zine, ranking among the top 
20 percent of all colleges, 
universities, and trade schools 
nationwide based upon its 
ability to issue academic 
credit for the College Level 
Examination Program (CLEP), 
military training, flexible 
learning programs and tuition 
benefits.
 SJC offers veterans up to 
17 credit hours for military 
training and allows up to 30 
credits for CLEP exams and 
DANTES Subject Standard-
ized Test (DSST) credit-by-
exam.

Texas PTAs host 103rd annual convention

Members of Clear Creek Community Council of 
PTAs and Local Units in Council, along with PTA 
leaders from across the state gathered in Houston 
recently for the 103rd Annual Texas PTA Convention 
and Family Engagement Conference. Members pic-
tured are, left to right, Pam Moore, CCCC of 

PTAs; Ann Hammond, CCCC of PTAs; Elizabeth 
Clemente-Nelson, CCCC of PTAs; Chris Reeder, 
2012-2014 Region II vice president; Diane Fatora, 
CCCC of PTAs; Karen Slay, 2012-2014 Texas PTA 
president; Betsy Landers, National PTA president; 
Svetlana Hanson, CCCC of PTAs. Photo submitted

 The Catholic Community of
                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Thomas Puthusseril, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816  Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, 
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, 
widowed.

 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School              9:45 a.m.
 The Fountain (Contemporary)     5 p.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

Attend the
Church of Your Choice

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

281-464-2366281-464-2366
12490 Scarsdale Blvd.12490 Scarsdale Blvd.

FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru Mar. 29FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru Mar. 29
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash

6 wks - 23 mo, $110 per wk •2 yrs old, $100 per wk
3 yrs old & up, $90 per wk

Ms. Janetʼs is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, 
including  MELILLO & MORRIS middle schools and SOUTH BELT elementary.

 The Gathering Place is a 
ministry that offers respite 
for caregivers of people deal-
ing with Alzheimers, demen-
tia, Parkinson’s, stroke, etc.   
It is a ministry that is estab-
lished by the Interfaith Care 
Partners in various churches 
in the area. First United 
Methodist Church, 2314 N. 
Grand Blvd. in Pearland 
offers this program on the 
fourth Monday of each month 
from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
 Snacks, crafts, light exer-
cise, entertainment, lunch and 
music bingo are offered each 

Gathering Place ministry to meet
month for family members 
who are dealing with these 
challenges in their lives.
 Caregivers are given the 
opportunity to join a share 
group led by one of the pas-
tors of First United Metho-
dist, or they can have time for 
themselves to shop, make a 
doctor’s or hair appointment, 
etc., while their family mem-
ber is being cared for.
 The next Gathering Place 
will meet on Monday, March 
26.
 All who are dealing with 
these challenges are welcome 

 Job seekers are invited to 
attend San Jacinto College’s 
first districtwide job expo on 
April 3 at the Central cam-
pus.
 Dozens of companies are 
scheduled to participate in 
the event, which takes place 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
student center ballroom.
 Some of the attendees in-
clude Christus St. John Hos-
pital, Del Papa Distributing 
Company, Metro Fire Appar-
atus Specialist, Techstar, 
Wells Fargo Bank, Gulf 
Stream Marine Inc., San 
Jacinto Methodist Hospital, 
and the Wyle Integrated Sci-

Job expo at San Jac Central April 3
ence and Engineering Group.
 Job seekers are encour-
aged to come dressed appro-
priately in their best inter-
view attire and to bring plenty 
of résumés.
 “Bringing all three SJC 
campuses together for a dis-
trictwide event maximizes 
exposure for both the compa-
nies and potential employees,” 
said Deborah Smith, career 
and employment coordinator 
at the SJC South campus.
 “In the past, each campus 
hosted their own, smaller job 
fair, and in many instances, 
the same employers would 
register to attend each one,” 

Thompson’s dance team 
performs at Rockets game

Thompson Intermediate’s dance team performed 
at a Rockets game on Sunday, March 4. Team 
members performing at the event are, left to right, 
(front row) Marisa Mendieta, Crystal Garza, 
Emily Le, LeAnn Guerrero, (second row) Jose 
Zavala, Rachel Vu, Kellie Tyer, (third row) Megan 

Schuetz, Amanda Arambula, Leslie Garcia, Jade 
Mottu, Laura Stephens, (fourth row) Skylar 
Williams, Aryn Ibarra, (fifth row) Megan Cook, 
Mayalen Suarez, Karen Neira, Summer Naser, 
Holly Gonzales and Julissa Perez. The team is 
under the direction of Katina Kirk.

Wedding and engagement  policies
 Wedding writeups must be run in the newspaper, not submitted, in the time 
outlined: 
 From wedding date to six weeks – photo and full article; Six weeks to three 
months – photo and limited info. After three months from wedding date – will 
not be run.
 Engagement and wedding announcements are published free of charge on 
a fi rst come, fi rst served basis. Information must be submitted by Friday to be 
considered for the next issue.

said Smith. “A districtwide 
job expo allows employers to 
meet and network with more 
people from across all disci-
plines.”
 Smith noted that one event 
is also more cost efficient for 
everyone.
 Michael Griffin, human 
resources representative with 
Space Center Houston, said 
any opportunity a person 
receives to network increases 
his or her chance to land a 
job. He said Space Center 
Houston is always looking to 
hire people with flexible 
schedules for part-time work.
 “We do a lot of business 
with the community, and we 
do look for a lot of students 
who are up and coming, 
which helps us with our part-
time positions because we 
work well with school sched-
ules,” said Griffin, who pre-
fers employees with good 
customer service skills and 
diverse backgrounds. “To 
potential employees, my 
advice is to come prepared. 

That's one of the biggest keys 
because you never know what 
you'll find at a career fair.”
 Companies that want to 
attend the San Jacinto College 
job expo may register at 
www.myinterfase.com/sjcd/

employer. For more informa-
tion, email Deborah.Smith@
sjcd.edu.
 San Jacinto College Cen-
tral campus is located at 8060 
Spencer Highway in Pasa-
dena.

to attend. There is no charge 
for this ministry.
 For more information, call 
the church office at 281-485-
1466 and speak to Karen.

Visit:  www.southbeltleader.com

Guest Speaker
Dani Loving-Cartwright
Kirkwood South Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Where God Makes Lives Better
10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)

281-481-0004
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.

This Sunday

www.KSCchurch.org

“HABITAT” HAPPENS!
Youth Events Sundays - 6:30 p.m.
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Oriental Natural Treatment, 
Refl exology Services, 

Chinese Herb Treatment

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLEGIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Great Hand &Great Hand &
Foot Massage

10904 Scarsdale Blvd.
Suite 290 • Houston

10 a.m.-9 p.m.

281-301-9518
281-464-9103

One Hour Foot & 
Body Massage, $20

One Hour Table 
Massage, $40

Bush celebrates Dr. Seuss’ birthday
Kindergarteners at Laura 
Bush Elementary recent-
ly enjoyed Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday with a week full 
of activities culminating 
in a Dr. Seuss birthday 
party. Students in Marie 
Marler’s classroom par-
ticipated by eating green 
eggs and ham, having 
a ‘hat’ scavenger hunt 
around the school, listen-
ing to and reading vari-
ous Dr. Seuss books, and 
making their very own 
Dr. Seuss hat.

Photos submittedMarco Saavedra and Galilea DeLaGarza dig into their green 
eggs and ham, wondering if they truly taste any different 
from regular eggs and ham.

Not so sure about the change in color of her 
food, Olivia Duron is finally convinced it’s 
all good after watching her friends devour 
their snack.

Students prepare their listening bodies to fully enjoy Denver Bron-
co’s quarterback, Tim Tebow, read Dr. Seuss’ Green Eggs and Ham 
online as part of the Book It! reading program sponsored by Pizza 
Hut. Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Kevin Ayala, Annie 
Phan, Mike Wandji, Antwoine Wilson, (second row) Frederick 
Triplett, Katelyn Vo, Johnathan Hatton, Isaiah Johnson, (third 
row) Galilea DeLaGarza, Nkeiruka Okoro, Abigail Unica, Marco 
Saavedra, Olivia Duron, (back row) Cathy Nguyen, Alyssa Jones 
and Adrian Cazares.

Kindergarten teachers at Laura Bush Elementary pose in their 
best Dr. Seuss gear to promote the famous author’s birthday. 
Shown are, left to right, (front row) Cecilia Yarbrough, Marie 
Marler, Vanessa Garcia, Erica Meseke, Stefanie Cockrell, Erica 
Garza, (back row) Carol Landolt, Diane Phillips and Melissa 
Medina.

Atkinson dresses for Dr. Seuss’ birthday

Atkinson Elementary recently enjoyed celebrating Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday along with Character Book Dress-up Day. The stu-
dents at Atkinson were given a goal of obtaining  14,000 points 
through the Accelerated Reading Program. In achieving the 
goal, the students were able to dress as their favorite character 
from a book. Pictured in costume are, left to right, (front row) 
Maria Zavala, Maria Swan, Melanie Zelenka, Lena Ortiz, (sec-

ond row) Richard Whittaker, Luz Chaidez, Adrian Pantoja, 
Erick Banda, Jose Flores, Valeria Hernandez, Alexa Fernandez, 
Miguel Perez, Janeth Castro Wong, Jose Wong, (third row) 
Gabriel Calderon, Julianna Crear, Edwin Tercero, Serena 
Graham, Sophia Escalera, Eric Ravenell, (back row) Lailah 
Martinez, Rudy Espinal, Josselin Fuentes, Naely Gaytan, Cesar 
Hernandez and Ruben Ramirez. Photo submitted

Go Texan Day at Bush Elementary
Laura Bush Elementary first-graders rounded up their best cowboy and cowgirl gear to show off their 
Go Texan Day spirit. The event is intended to stir up excitement about the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo. Many of the students visited this yearly event during spring break from March 12-16.
 Photos submitted

Derenda Dehoyos’ and Melanie Resendez’s class members are, left to right, (front row) Zachary 
McKenzie, Melanie Cejas, Abigail Castillo, Douglas Melendez, (middle row) Josua Phillps, Ivyon 
Gasaway, Mia Sanchez, Samuel Haynes, Evelyn Aguirre, Amanda Diaz, (back row) Daniella 
Maldonado, Jewel Lewis, Melanie Hernandez, Byron Robinson, Danile Jimenez, Madison Creekmore, 
Leslie Espinoza and Brianna Garcia.

Ixida Quintero’s bilingual students pictured are, left to right, (front row) Carlos Contreras, Enrique 
Jasso, Daileen Adame, Kevin Rodriguez, (back row) Alan Guerrero, Ulises Sanchez, Naila Contreras, 
Eva Rubio, Angel Leon, Shon Aviles and Dana Rojas.

Jacqueline Burquez’s dual language class members are, left to right, (front row) Mirna Castillo, Sofia 
Martinez, Ashley Lavergne,  Ella Daley, Victoria Garza, (back row) Paul Gonzalez, Daniel Benavidez, 
Clarissa Alvarado, Natanael Chapa, Jabari Antoine, Kylie Toyloy and Asmir Medrano.

 Fun meets chili-tasting at 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake’s 23rd annual chili 
cook-off – one of the uni-
versity’s longest standing 
tradition which combines 
chili team competition with 
a festival atmosphere.
 The event will be held on 
Saturday, March 31, from 
noon to 4 p.m. in the Student 

UHCL hosts chili cook-off
Services and Classroom 
Building, north lawn, 2700 
Bay Area Blvd.
 Get a tasting kit and pay 
a visit to student organiza-
tion team booths to vote for 
a favorite chili at this event 
sponsored by the universi-
ty’s Office of Student Life.
 This year’s event features 
karaoke, a rock climbing 

wall, a moonwalk and more.
 Tasting kits are $4 per 
person with UHCL ID and 
$5 for all others.
 For more information, 
visit http://www.uhcl.edu/
chili cookoff or contact 
Patrick Cardenas, Office of 
Student Life program assis-
tant, at 281-283-2551 or 
Cardenas@uhcl.edu.

 The University of Houston-
Clear Lake will hold a SLICE 

SLICE workshop on personal 
and team motivation at UHCL

workshop on personal and 
team motivation on Monday, 
March 26, from 5 to 7 p.m. in 
the Student Services Class-
room Building, Room 3305.
 Catch the Energy: FISH – 
Motivating Yourself and Your 
Team will be presented by 
Jessica Diese Sutton, SLICE 
intern. This free workshop is 
sponsored by the Student 
Leadership, Involvement and 
Community Engagement.
 For information, contact 
Jennifer Clark at 281-283-
2611 or clarkjen@uhcl.edu, 
or visit the SLICE website at 
http://www.uhcl.edu/SLI.

Grand Opening Grand Opening 
SpecialsSpecials

Specials Good thru April 30, 2012

Lunch Special Lunch Special 
Everyday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Chicken Fried Rice

4 pc. Fried Chicken Wings

$7.25    $3.99

$4.95    $1.99

281-464-3647
10904 Scarsdale Blvd, #230 

(in Food Town shopping center)

Scarsdale Blvd.

Food Town

Hong Kong Mkt.

Cafe 5 Star

C
VS

Be
am

er
 R

d.

2 Fresh Lobsters with
Lo Mein or Crispy Noodle 

Reg. $35.95   $24.99

South Belt Graphics & Printing
It’s not too early to order your 
Graduation Invitations 

and Announcements!
Let us make your occasion special with custom invitations and 

announcements to commemorate your achievement! 

Call For Information 281-484-4337
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DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

Become the next Karate Kid!
Ages 5 & up: 4 lessons & uniform $25

               Register      Register      
       Now!       Now!
       Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!    

www.friendswoodteendriving.net

.friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net
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Adult Education 2011 Schedule

Class Only $150 or Class & Driving $350

2011 Schedule
Cost is $365 in full or $385 in two payments

Start Dates         Class Times              Days

Call for Information!

 Mar. 29 - Apr. 20     Apr. 11 - May 2 
            6-8 p.m.     4-6 p.m.
 Apr. 23 - May 14     May 3 - May 24 
            6-8 p.m.     4-6 p.m.

www.kwikkaronline.comwww.kwikkaronline.com
facebook.com/kwikkartxfacebook.com/kwikkartx

LUBE & SERVICE
Kwik Kar

11210 Scarsdale
281-484-KWIK281-484-KWIK(5945)(5945)

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm • Sun 9am-5pm

FREE
Full Service

Car Wash

With Full
Service

Oil 
Change

$12 Value!

Car Wash
Club

Unlimited
Washes for 
30 Days

(Ocean Wash 
Package)

Includes vacuum  
& wash

3999
 per vehicle

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
One of the Following

Package Wash!
Choose From:
•Ocean Breeze reg $16.99
•Blue Ocean    reg $21.99
•Ocean Signature reg $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, 

SUVs & Limos
Expires 4/15/12

Not valid with any other offer

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

Not valid with any other offer

coupon coupon couponcoupon coupon coupon

coupon coupon couponcoupon coupon coupon

KT Nails
281-484-4700

10592-C Fuqua at Beamer

Bring the coupon in for:
• Spa Pedicure & Manicure $19.99

• Solar Full Set $19.99
• Eyebrow Wax $4.99

• Facial (1 hour) $19.99

HotHot
SpecialSpecial

For Every Dozen Tamales You Buy, 
Receive Half-Dozen Regular Tamales FREE

with coupon  expires 4-30-12

NEW OWNERSHIP
Same Great Food - New Attitude!

Now Open Sunday
“Best Tamales in Town”

13914 Hwy 3 • 281-990-7800
Mon-Fri 11 am-7 pm, Sat 10:30 am-5pm, Sun 10:30 am-2 pm

C&D Burger Shoppe
Our Burgers are the Original 

“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

   Celebrating Our 30th  Year
   Over 3 Million Sold

We Accept
Credit!

Hamburger, 
Fries and 

Med. Drink

Specia
l

Specia
l With Coupon

$4.99
281-481-8606 • 10606 Fuqua

Basketball champs net MVP honors

District 24-5A boys’ basketball champion Clear 
Brook and 22-5A winner Dobie had their top per-
formers honored as the league’s Most Valuable Play-
er picks as the coaches met following the season to 
recognize the standouts on the court. Above, Brook’s 

Fred Richardson (at left), who ended his career as 
the Wolverines’ all-time leading scorer, was the MVP 
pick in District 24-5A. Meanwhile, Dobie’s Geo 
Ramirez was the MVP pick in District 22-5A. For 
more all-district, news, see Page 2B.

Sophomore Alexis Es-
trada is one of a triple-
threat pitching staff 
that has helped No. 15 
ranked San Jacinto to a 
28-7 record thus far this 
season, including 6-0 in 
Region XIV play.

Photo by John Bechtle

Red-hot SJC softball 
has Region 14 edge
 Sitting atop the Region 
XIV standings and riding 
the wave of a 10-game win-
ning streak, the San Jacinto 
College softball team pre-
pared for a showdown of 
nationally ranked teams.
    SJC, now 28-7 overall 
and 6-0 within the region, 
headed to Brenham March 
21, after press time, for a 
doubleheader against No. 8 
Blinn. 
 San Jac will next head 
to Alvin March 24 for two 
games against a very good 
Dolphins’ team.     
 Unranked to open the 
season, San Jacinto has 
climbed to No. 15 in the ini-
tial National Junior College 
Athletic Association rank-
ings.
    “We just have to play our 
game,” San Jacinto College 
head coach Kelly Saenz 
said. 
 “These are some big 
games coming up, but it’s 
not time to do anything dif-
ferent. Just play smart and 
let our abilities handle the 
rest.”

    And for the most part this 
season, this San Jac squad 
has simply allowed its abili-
ties to take care of things.  
 Offensively, sophomore 
Candyce Carter has been on 
a tear since being inserted 
into the lead-off spot sev-
eral games ago. Many other 
players are following suit in 
their roles in the lineup.
    Carter homered in both 
games during a 12-1, 7-2 
sweep over Angelina March 
16, including a solo shot to 
open the game. 
 A day later, Carter led 
off the fi rst game against 
Galveston with a homer in 
an eventual 4-3 win.
 Elissa Heaton and Ja-
clyn Bechtle were also big

Continued on Page 6B

CHECK OUT MY WEBSITE! ToniMuse.Net 
Remax Hall of Fame Member, Moving Families For 30 Years!

Toni Muse Is At The TOP!!

 Direct 832-200-5648
 Cell 281-389-6519

NEW LISTING - 11522 KIRKMEADOW
Great 3 Bedroom House in Great Neighborhood. 
2 Full Baths, 2 Car Garage, Nice Den, New A/C & 
Roof! Priced at $102,900. Call to Take a Look!
11130 SAGEVIEW - LOVELY 2-STORY HOME
Master Down, Pretty Eng. Wood Floors, Upgraded 
Kitchen & Lots of Cabinet and Counter Space. 
Large Bedrooms on a Corner Lot. $122,900, 4 or 
5 Bedroom. Call to Preview this Fine Home.
COUNTRY PLACE - PEARLAND - OVER 55
This 2 Bed, 2 Bath is Just Right for Retirement 
Living. So Cute! Priced at $89,900. Call to Preview 
this Fine Townhome on the Golf Course!

STEAK&SHRIMP 
SPECIAL

8 oz. sirloin steak, three grilled or fried shrimp. 
Served with fries and garden salad.

$17.95
PerrysRestaurants.com

Pitts, Dobie down South Houston; showdown against DP looms
 In the midst of what has 
been a very good season for 
the Dobie varsity baseball 
team, senior right-hander 
Emmitt Pitts has been one 
of the Houston area’s top 
pitchers. His numbers sim-
ply back that up.
 Working through sev-
eral rain showers, Pitts ran 
his record to a perfect 6-0, 
downing South Houston 5-1 
as the Longhorns quickly 
put their fi rst loss of the sea-
son behind them.
 Looking to get within a 
half game of unbeaten Deer 
Park (3-0 in District 22-
5A), Dobie turned to their 
ace. He did not disappoint.
 South Houston got a run-
ner to second base with no 
outs in the bottom of the 
fi rst, but Pitts pitched out of 
it without allowing a run.
 Dobie went on to build 
a 2-0 lead through four in-
nings, then pulled away late 

for the win.
 In the top of the fi rst in-
ning, Dobie got on the board 
as Jose Cabreja singled with 
one, stole second base and 
moved to third base on an 
error.
 Cabreja scored on a 
ground ball by Jesus Ren-
don that should have result-
ed in a double play ground 
out.
 Travarus Ansley then sin-
gled to right fi eld, but pinch 
runner Austin Nguyen was 
thrown out at the plate to 
end the inning.
 The Longhorns added an 
insurance run in the top of 
the fourth inning as Ansley 
led off with a single to right 
fi eld and advanced to third 
on a booming double to 

center by Aaron Gonzalez.
 A double play ball al-
most killed the threat, but 
Dobie’s Joe Sanchez deliv-
ered a two-out, RBI single 
to give the Horns a 2-0 
lead.
 With Pitts on the mound, 
that was all the scoring Do-
bie would need.
 Dobie head coach Miguel 
Torres will turn to someone 
else, maybe left-hander 
Zach Long, against Deer 
Park, but Pitts has done his 

job, and then some.
 “Emmitt has just been 
terrifi c for us all season, 
from the opener against 
Friendswood to now,” Tor-
res said.
 “He throws strikes, and 
seems to make key pitch-
es  in the right situations. 
 “You just can’t say 
enough about what Em-
mitt has done for this team 
to this point in the sea-
son as a senior leader.”

Continued on Page 6B

Senior right-hander Senior right-hander 
Emmitt Pitts im-Emmitt Pitts im-
proved to 6-0 this proved to 6-0 this 
season, going the season, going the 
distance in a 5-1 distance in a 5-1 
victory over South victory over South 
Houston March 19, Houston March 19, 
at Maguire Field. at Maguire Field. 
Next, Dobie hosts Next, Dobie hosts 
Deer Park Friday, Deer Park Friday, 
March 23, at Dobie. March 23, at Dobie. 
Game time is 4 p.mGame time is 4 p.m..

"The Company You'll Keep"

REDUCED - BEVERLY HILLS - 3-1.5-2, Upd. Incl. Carpet, Kitchen Counters, Backsplash, Hard-
     wood Floors, AC & Water Heater. $76,500, or Lease for $1,000/Mo. Call Tami, 713-628-4157.

POOL! POOL! COMPLETELY UPDATED! KIRKWOOD - 3 Bed/2 Bath/2 Car Det. 
Garage, Kitchen W/Granite, Tile Backsplash, Interior Paint, Wood & Tile Flooring. Beauti-
ful Remodeled Master Bath, Large Den W/Fireplace, Large Covered Patio W/Fantastic Pool 
& Hot Tub. Corner Lot, AC & Heat 2009. $128,500, Call Troy, 713-962-4485.

NEW LISTING - EASTHAVEN - Completely Renovated in 2002, 3 Bed-1.5 Bath-1 
Car Garage, Porte-cache, Ceramic Tile Throughout, Full Bath W/Sep. Shower & Tub, Lg. 
Bedrooms, 20,000 Sq. Ft. Lot. $115,000!  Call Tami, 713-628-4157

PALM SPRINGS - 3 Bed-1.5 Bath-2 Car Garage. Ready for Move-In! Many Updates. 
Beautiful Lot with Shade Trees, $84,900. Call Judy, 281-703-6309.

BEVERLY HILLS - BACK ON MARKET W/REDUCED PRICE - 3-2-2 in Desir-
able Area, Great Curb Appeal, Screened Patio, AC Unit (2008), Solar Screens, Water Heater, 
Over 1,600 Sq. Ft.  Under $85k! Call Tami, 713-628-4157

A FAMILY OWNED COMPANY YOU CAN TRUSTA FAMILY OWNED COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

Top Agents!

Superior Service!

Personal Attention!

= Positive Results!

= Positive Results!

RRoy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

Be one of our ★ 1,000’s ★ of satisfied customers!

Buying or Selling “New” or “Pre-Owned”

Let Our Experience Work for You!

   Celebrating
   “42” years!
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District 22-5A Basketball
Most Valuable Player
Geo Ramirez, Dobie, Sr.

Newcomer of the Year
Daryl Edwards, Dobie, Soph.

Defensive Player of the Year
Calvin Mitchell, S. Houston, Sr.

Coach of the Year
Kevin Cross, Dobie

First Team Selections
Bryan Canales, S. Rayburn, Sr.

Ivan Fuentes, Pasadena, Sr.
Lacey Mose, S. Houston, Sr.

Robert Martinez, Deer Park, Sr.
Elton Dyer, S. Houston, Soph.

Devonte Banks, Dobie, Sr.
Brady Toler, Memorial, Sr.

Jeremy Dockan, Deer Park, Sr.
Michael Cutler, S. Rayburn, Soph.

Vance Leonard, Dobie, Sr.
Daryl Edwards, Dobie, Soph.

District 24-5A Basketball
Most Valuable Players

Fred Richardson, Brook, Sr.
Rob Lewis, Lake, Sr.

Newcomer of the Year
Devon Begly, Pearland, Soph.

Defensive Player of the Year
Calvin Juniel, Pearland, Jr.

Offensive Player of the Year
Jeff Beverly, Springs, Jr.

Coach of the Year
Jason Pillow, Brook

First Team Selections
Chris Reynolds, Pearland, Jr.
Chris Campbell, Brook, Sr.

Paris Clayton, Lake, Jr.
Joseph Mozie, Dickinson, Sr.

Deon Lewis, Creek, Sr.
Alden Miles, Lake, Jr.

Colton Krenek, Lake, Sr.
Da’von West, Brook, Jr.

Dobie, District 22-5A boys’ hoops champ, rules all-league picks
 Winning the program’s 
fi rst outright district title in 
16 seasons certainly paid 
off for the Dobie Longhorns 
following the varsity boys’ 
basketball season. 
 Senior guard Geo Ramir-
ez, looking to fi nish his 
high school career on a high 
note, led the Longhorns to 
the 22-5A title en route to 
being named the league’s 
Most Valuable Player.

 First-year player Daryl 
Edwards, steadily showing 
his value throughout the 
season, earned the New-
comer of the Year accolades 
while providing Dobie with 
plenty of hope for the fu-
ture.
 Kevin Cross, once a 
standout player at Dobie 
before eventually taking 
over the program prior to 
the 2008-2009 season, was 

named Coach of the Year 
after pocketing his fi rst out-
right title.
 Dobie, once 2-2 in the 
District 22-5A race, put to-
gether a six-game winning 
streak to pocket the top seed 
in the playoffs. 
 The team went on to de-
feat La Porte in the bidistrict 
round before an area round 
loss to Fort Bend Bush. 
 Devonte Banks and Vance 
Leonard, both big contribu-
tors for the Longhorns as 
seniors, were named to the 
22-5A  fi rst team.
 Cross nominated Ramir-
ez for MVP honors during 
the annual coaches’ postsea-
son meeting, and his peers 
agreed with the choice.
 Ramirez gave the team 
a lift in several key areas 
during the season, fi nishing 
with 9.3 points, 4.2 assists 
and 2.3 steals per game.

 “Geo had a great senior 
year,” Cross said. “He was 
our best all-around player 
during the district portion of 
the schedule and was among 
our top three for scoring, re-
bounds, steals and assists.”
 Edwards, a two-sport 
athlete who also plays foot-
ball, showed his versatility 
on the court on his way to 
being named the league’s 
best newcomer.
 With the Longhorns set 
to lose 11 seniors to gradu-
ation, Cross certainly envi-
sions Edwards as a future 
leader.
 “Daryl was great as our 
sixth man (fi rst player off 
the bench),” Cross said. “He 
can play any guard position 
because of his scoring and 
passing skills, and that was 
big for us.” 
 Like Ramirez, Banks 
was a returning letterman 

for the Longhorns, and he 
played very well late in the 
season as the team was able 
to hold off the challengers. 
 Banks also averaged 9.3 
points per contest. 
 “Devonte played really 
well for us down the stretch 
run,” Cross said. ”He was 
one of our most improved 
returning lettermen from 
last season to this.”
 The team’s other fi rst-
team pick,  senior post 
Leonard, developed into 
a force shortly after the 
Christmas break and gave 
the team a huge lift in the 
22-5A race.
 In fairness to Leonard, 
he hit the basketball court 
late after fi nishing the var-
sity football season.
 “It took awhile for him 
to get going, but once dis-
trict started, Vance played 
great,” Cross said.   
 “His 27 points against 
South Houston in the sec-
ond round was instrumental 
in that win.”
 For the season, Leonard 
averaged 11.5 points and 
fi ve rebounds per game.
 Two players, senior Tay-
lor Holland and sophomore 
Christian Sanders, drew 
second-team honors. Chris 
Mendoza and Paul Tran 
made the honorable men-
tion list.
 Holland used an all-
around game to help the 
Longhorns down the stretch. 
Sanders led the district in 
scoring at 17.5 points a 
game but played in just four 
of the 10 regular season 
games. 
 His six rebounds per 
game were fi fth-best in the 
league.
 “Taylor’s scoring was 
down in district action com-
pared to nondistrict because 

teams focused on stopping 
him,” Cross said.
 “To his credit, Taylor 
made up for that by get-
ting his teammates involved 
with his passing. He did a 
great job handling the ball 
for us.
 “Christian is a great of-
fensive player. He made the 
second team despite playing 
in just four of the games. As 
a sophomore, he, like Daryl 
Edwards, is key to us mov-
ing forward.”
 Going against 15 teams 
that eventually made the 
playoffs, the Longhorns 
were well prepared for 
league play and made the 
most of it by winning the 
title.
 Now, as is often the case 
after a big year, Dobie must 
look to the future in a big 
way during the offseason.
 “Those 11 seniors will be 
missed by myself and the 
rest of the coaching staff,” 
Cross said. 
 “However, I feel we will 

be strong again next year 
with Christian and Daryl 
returning, and some of the 
newcomers stepping in.  
 “Our junior varsity and 
freshman A teams won dis-
trict this year, so we still 
have the talent to put out 
there on the court to win.  
 “My subvarsity coaches 
do an outstanding job get-
ting these kids ready to 
play.” 

22-5A second teamers
 In addition to Dobie’s 
Holland and Sanders, eight 
other players from around 
the league made the second 
team.
 Deer Park’s Dennis Law-
ton, South Houston’s Cal-
vin Mitchell, Taurus Hill-
iard and Maurice Ijeh and 
Sam Rayburn’s Corey Mar-
tin, A.J. Espinoza and Alex 
Beltran were on the second 
team.
 Mitchell highlighted his 
season by being named the 
22-5A Defensive Player of 
the Year.

Above, Vance Leonard sprang into action in the post 
for Dobie, especially during the district portion of the 
schedule. He had a season-high 27 points in a second 
round win over South Houston that solidifi ed his fi rst-
team choice. At right, Devonte Banks, a solid two-year 
performer, became the Longhorns’ top playmaker in 
district play in addition to his scoring abilities.

At right, Dobie High 
School varsity boys’ 
basketball coach Kevin 
Cross, once a standout 
player for the Long-
horns, was named the 
Coach of the Year in 
District 22-5A after the 
team earned its fi rst out-
right district title since 
the 1996-97 season. 

Photos by John Bechtle

All-district basketball picks reward 24-5A winner Clear Brook

JFD powerlifter Tran
is third at state meet
 Dobie powerlifter Dor-
thy Tran ended her illustri-
ous career by placing third 
in her weight class at the 
Texas High School Wom-
en’s Powerlifting Associa-
tion state meet in Corpus 
Christi.
 Tran made school history 
as the fi rst female to qualify 
for state. From there, she 
reached her goal of medal-
ing at the big event.
 Ashleigh Andrews of 
Copperas Cove entered the 
state meet as the top region-
al qualifi er, then lived up to 
her billing.
 Andrews won the 
Class 5A state title in the 
165-pound body weight 
class after posting a to-
tal of 1,040 pounds in the 
three lifts, including squat, 
bench press and dead lift. 

The gold medalist blew 
away the competition with a 
400-pound bench press.
 Bailey Dunks of Los 
Fresnos was second with a 
total of 900 pounds. 
 Tran was third at 885 
pounds after squatting 375 
pounds, bench pressing 160 
pounds and dead lifting 350 
pounds. 

Dorthy Tran

 The best regular season 
in program history was re-
warded as several Clear 
Brook varsity boys’ basket-
ball players and their coach 
were recognized within 
District 24-5A.
 The Wolverines, who 
dropped just three games 
during the entire regular 
season, closed on a strong 
note.
 The locals took out Clear 
Lake in the fi nal days of the 
regular season to earn the 
District 24-5A crown. al-
though the Wolverines were 
defeated in the fi rst round of 
the playoffs, the team had 
earned its just due.
 Senior forward Fred 
Richardson, the school’s all-

time leading scorer, shared 
Most Valuable Player hon-
ors in the league along with 
senior Rob Lewis of Clear 
Lake.
 Brook head coach Jason 
Pillow, who resigned af-
ter the season, was named 
Coach of the Year in 24-5A 
after guiding the team to its 
second league crown in fi ve 
seasons.
 Among the other award 
winners, Clear Springs ju-
nior Jeff Beverly was the 
Offensive Player of the 
Year. Pearland players gar-
nered the other two awards.
 Devon Begley, a sopho-
more for the Oilers, was 
named the Newcomer of the 
Year in the league. Team-

mate Calvin Juniel, a junior, 
drew the honor as Defensive 
Player of the Year.
 The Wolverines had two 
other players who grabbed 
fi rst-team accolades, in-
cluding senior combo guard 
Chris Campbell and junior 
forward Da’von West.
 Members of the 24-

5A second team included 
Brook’s Chase Mullen and 
Taylor Thomas Jr., Clear 
Springs’ Lee Kerligan, Clear 
Lake’s Will West, Brazos-
wood’s Travis Bugg, Clear 
Creek’s Colby Davis, Willie 
Mouton of Dickinson and 
Pearland’s Keith Lawton 
and Jevonlean Hedgeman.

Jason Pillow, the 24-5A Coach of the Year, led the Clear 
Brook Wolverines to the best regular season record in 
school history as the team went 28-4.

A three-year varsity performer for Clear Brook, Chris Campbell helped the Wol-
verines advance to the playoffs in each of those three seasons. A two-time 24-5A 
fi rst-team selection, Campbell closed out his career strong as a senior. The combo 
guard averaged more than 15 points a game during the season. 

Da’Von West was one of many players who stepped up 
in support roles for the Clear Brook varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team during the season. En route to fi rst-team, 
all-league honors, he averaged 14 points a game.
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CALENDAR

Continued on Page 4B

THURSDAY, MARCH 22
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke’s Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 
11011 Hall Road, offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. 
and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of 
the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 281-484-1397 or 
by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Pasadena Little Theatre – A special two-for-one performance of 
Alice in Wonderland by William Glennon, based on the book by 
Lewis Carroll at 8 p.m. at Pasadena Little Theatre, 4318 Allen-
Genoa Road. Craig Trauschke, is the director. For reservations, call 
713-941-1758, or online at www.pasadenalittletheatre.org.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays 
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 

Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous – The 
ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club in 
Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program 
of hope, healing and recovery for people who grew up in alcoholic 
or dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 281-286-1431.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

SATURDAY, MARCH 24
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – Saturday at 7:30 a.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

9 a.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Saturday at 
9 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons whose 
lives are affected by someone who is addicted. Each Saturday 
morning at 11 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the Westminster 
Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Refreshments 
provided. For more information, contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-
5675 or visit www.frontiersquares.com.

SUNDAY, MARCH 25
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved one. 
Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas 
from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more information, call 281-487-8787.

3 p.m.
Pasadena Little Theatre – Closing performance for Alice in 
Wonderland by William Glennon, based on the book by Lewis 
Carroll, at 3 p.m. at Pasadena Little Theatre, 4318 Allen-Genoa 
Road. Craig Trauschke is the director. For reservations, call 713-
941-1758 or online at www.pasadenalittletheatre.org.

6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – For persons who are trying to over-
come drug addition. Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference 
Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, MARCH 26
9 a.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for 

a complete list of services offered.
6 p.m.

Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at the IHOP on Fuqua 
from 6 to 9 p.m. All who enjoy the game or want to learn to play are 
invited to join. For more information, call 281-488-2923.

6:30 p.m.
New Directions Singles Club – New Directions Singles support 
meetings for ages 55 and up are held each Monday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Webster Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway in Webster. 
For further information, call Linda at 409-392-6886 or Carolynn at 
281-340-2354.
Civil Air Patrol Meeting – Weekly at Ellington Field in the Civil Air 
Patrol Building. Call 281-484-1352 and leave a message for more 
information.

7 p.m.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every 
Monday from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 
E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a spouse 
or other loved one are invited to participate. For information, call 
Betty Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, MARCH 27
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at Maxum Bank in League City. For more information, call 
281-946-4237 or 281-471-5048.

1 p.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, an old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. 
Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 5 p.m. 204 S. Main. For informa-
tion, call 713-472-0565.

Sports Calendar
SOCCER

Thursday, March 22
Dobie JV (B) girls host Angleton, campus, 4:00

Friday, March 23
Brook varsity boys at Dickinson, 7:00
Dobie varsity boys vs. South Houston, Newcomb, 5:00
Brook varsity girls host Dickinson, 7:00
Dobie JV boys vs. South Houston, Auxiliary, 7:00
Brook JV girls host Dickinson, 5:00
Brook JV boys at Dickinson, 5:00

Saturday, March 24
Dobie varsity girls vs. South Houston, Newcomb, noon
Dobie JV girls vs. South Houston, Auxiliary, 2:00
Dobie JV (B) boys host North Shore, 10 a.m.

Tuesday, March 27
Dobie varsity boys at Deer Park, Abshire, 7:00
Dobie JV boys at Deer Park, Abshire, 5:00

Wednesday, March 28
Dobie varsity girls host Deer Park, Newcomb, 7:00
Dobie JV girls host Deer Park, Auxiliary, 5:00

SOFTBALL
Friday, March 23

Dobie varsity vs. Memorial, PISD, 6:30
Brook varsity at Clear Lake, 6:30
Brook JV at Clear Lake, 5:00
Dobie JV vs. Memorial, PISD, 5:00

Tuesday, March 27
Dobie varsity vs. Pasadena, PISD, 6:30
Dobie JV vs. Pasadena, PISD, 5:00

Friday, March 30
Dobie varsity vs. South Houston, PISD, 6:30
Brook varsity hosts Pearland, 6:30
Dobie JV vs. South Houston, PISD, 5:00
Brook JV hosts Pearland, 5:00

BASEBALL
Friday, March 23

Dobie varsity hosts Deer Park, Dobie, 4:00
Brook varsity hosts Clear Lake, 7:00
Brook JV at Clear Lake, 7:00
Dobie JV at Deer Park, 7:00
Dobie sophomores vs. Deer Park, PISD, 4:00
Brook sophomores at Clear Lake, 4:30

Tuesday, March 27
Dobie varsity vs. Pasadena, Maguire, 4:00
Dobie JV vs. Pasadena, PISD complex, 7:00
Dobie sophomores host Pasadena, Dobie, 4:30

Thursday, March 29
Brook varsity at Pearland, 7:00
Brook JV hosts Pearland, 7:00
Brook sophomores host Pearland, 4:30

Friday, March 30
Dobie varsity hosts Memorial, 4:00

Saturday, March 31
Brook varsity hosts Dickinson, 1:00
Brook JV at Dickinson, 1:00
Dobie JV hosts Memorial, noon
Brook sophomores at Dickinson, 11 a.m.
Dobie sophomores at Memorial, 4:00

TENNIS
Friday, March 23

Dobie varsity at Beachcomber Classic, Galveston, TBA

Saturday, March 24
Dobie varsity at Beachcomber Classic, Galveston, TBA

SBGSA offers senior scholarships
 The South Belt Girls Softball Association is offering two $500 scholarships 
to former league players. One each will be awarded to a current Dobie and Clear 
Brook High School senior. Applications are now available at the respective 
schools. Applicants must note the following requirements: Must be a senior at J. 
Frank Dobie High School or Clear Brook High School with a 3.5 (on a 4.0 scale) 
grade point average at the end of the fi rst semester of their senior year; must have 
played in the South Belt Girls Softball Association for a period of no less than 
three years; must have played for their respective high school for no less than 
their junior and senior years; must be planning to enroll in a four-year undergradu-
ate school or a two-year junior college for the fall 2012 semester, which follows high 
school graduation; must submit application and one-page, typed essay detailing 
how competing in the SBGSA made the person more well-rounded as a student-
athlete in the community. Applications must be postmarked by April 16, 2012, for 
consideration. For more information, applicants may direct email to the league at 
southbeltgirlssoftball@live.com. Applicants are asked to mail the required docu-
ments to the league at South Belt Girls Softball Association, Attn: Scholarship 
Committee, P.O. Box 751591, Houston, Texas, 77275.

South Belt Area Swim Team sets registration
 The South Belt Area Swim Team will host registration for the 2012 spring/summer 
season at the Ashley Pointe pool Tuesday, March 27, through Thursday, March 29, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Participants must be able to swim the length of the pool unassisted 
in order to be eligible to join the team. Practice will begin Monday, April 30, at Ash-
ley Pointe pool. The full fee and practice schedule is available online at www.sbast.
org. Those wishing to register online may do so via the team website beginning March 
27.

San Jac women’s hoops tryouts set
 San Jacinto College women’s basketball coach Eric Taylor will oversee an 
open tryout for openings on the team Saturday, April 14, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in 
Nichols Gymnasium on the North campus, 5800 Uvalde in Houston. Players try-
ing out will be required to pay a $20 processing fee. For more information, visit 
sanjacsports.com.

Sports registrations, etc. LSA middle school girls’ hoops goes national

The Lutheran South Academy seventh- and eighth-
grade middle school girls’ basketball team has been 
invited to compete in the Lutheran Basketball As-
sociation’s National Basketball Tournament in Val-
paraiso, Ind., March 29 through April 1. LSA is one 
of just 32 teams from across the nation to garner an 
invite.  The Lady Pioneers fi nished the 2012 regular 
season as the Greater Houston Athletic Conference 

champion, compiling a 22-3 record. Members of the 
team are, left to right, (front row) Kimberly Davie, 
Brandy McAlpin, Grace Psencik, Megan Golden, 
Bethany Harbin, (back row) coach Charla Reynolds, 
Morgan Burnley, Jade Strack, Katarina Straub, Ra-
chel Krause, Brooke Golden, Elizabeth Hart and 
Sami Burkett.

Horns’ 11-under baseball places second 

The South Belt Horns 11-under select baseball team 
placed second at the United States Specialty Sports 
Association March Mayhem tournament held at Big 
League Dreams in League City. The locals advanced 
to the championship game before losing to the Ban-
ditos Texas team. Members of the Horns are, left to 

right, (front row) Junior Espinoza, Chris Rodriguez, 
David Chicas, Josiah Arenas, Diego Gonzales, (back 
row) coach David Chicas, Andrew Arriaga, Damien 
Lopez, Jan Lara, Carlos Calvillo, David Perez, Mike 
Gibson and manager Jesus Arenas. Not pictured is 
coach Alex Arriaga.

Strike Hunters 8-U softball claims title
At right, the South 
Houston Strike Hunters 
8-under softball team 
came away with the 
championship at the La 
Porte Girls Softball As-
sociation tournament. 
Members of the team 
are, left to right, (front 
row) Salyssa Garcia, 
Karlie Barba, Amelia 
Pena, Gabby Galvan, 
Jordan Monsevais, Isa-
bella Rodriguez, (mid-
dle row) Gabbi Botello, 
Ashley Trevino, Tay-
lor Gonzalez, Kristen 
Barba, Chloe Ramirez, 
JayLynn Garza, (back 
row) coaches Joe Gar-
cia, Carlos Barba and 
Edgar Ramirez.

At right, Dobie junior 
varsity pitcher Michael 
Munoz delivers a pitch 
during the Longhorns’ 
11-3 victory over the 
Sam Rayburn Texans 
March 14. Munoz got 
the win on the mound, 
and RBIs came from the 
bats of Munoz, Carlos 
Perez, Marcos Marti-
nez, Ehren Hausler and 
Eric Ochoa  as the team 
won easily. 

Photo by Cindy Munoz

Dobie JV 
baseball wins

over SR

At left, the Clear Brook varsity softball team has 
been lifted by a power surge this season courtesy of 
the home run bats of, from left to right, Taylor Nick-
ell, Katie Bischof  and Laura Napoli. Bischof has 
homered four times, Nickell twice and Napoli once 
thus far as the team is 3-2 in District 24-5A action.

Photo by Mike Bischof

Brook now 3-2 in 24-5A; Dobie takes 22-5A opener
 At 3-2 through fi ve games 
following wins over Clear 
Creek and Clear Springs, 
the Clear Brook varsity 
softball team is looking to 
fi nish the fi rst half of Dis-

trict 24-5A play strong.
 As for Dobie, the Lady 
Longhorns opened District 
22-5A with a ridiculously 
easy 25-0, three-inning win 
over Pasadena March 19, 

and the team is now look-
ing to successfully make its 
way through the rest of the 
fi eld.
 After Dobie’s 9-4 win 
over Katy Taylor March 17, 

nondistrict play offi cially 
came to an end across the 
area. Now, it’s time to make 
a move toward the postsea-
son.

Brook stands third
 Unbeaten Alvin and 
second-place Pearland have 
stepped to the head of the 
standings through the fi rst 
handful of games in 24-5A, 
leaving six others to fi ght 
for the lower seeds at this 

point. 
 Right now, Clear Brook 
is sitting in third place but 
has a big home game com-
ing against Brazoswood 
March 21, after press time.
 The two teams were sup-
posed to have met March 20 
at Brook, but heavy rains in 
the area prevented that.
 The model for the Lady 
Wolverines? Power bats and

Continued on Page 6B
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Looking to sell or lease your home?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-
Ellington Leader's weekly Real 

Estate section!

11555 Beamer   281-481-5656

Advertise in 
The Leader!
Place an ad in The Leader's 

Services Section 
and your business is sure to

be booming in no time! 

Call the Leader today!

281-481-5656

SERVICES

LEADER READERS

REAL ESTATE

The South Belt-

Ellington Leader 

urges all readers to exercise 
caution when responding to 

any ads where there may 
be an exchange of 

personal information.

281-481-5656

11555 Beamer           

281-481-5656

k
karmalennon designs

281-309-7375

LAWN & GARDEN

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

Visit us online @ www.southbeltleader.com

Advertise

your

business

in the

Leader!

★★★★★★

★★★★★★

UPDATE

HELP WANTED
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22
Business - 25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Leader Reader Ads
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22

Business - 25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292832-768-6292

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY !

?????

STORAGE
BOATS, RV’s, CARS

• Concrete floors 
•  Electricity •  Water 

25’ stall - $65
30’ stall - $80

713-943-7172
11502 Dumas

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 3B

TUESDAY, MARCH 27
1:30 p.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech therapy from 1:30 
to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation Center, 4021 Brookhaven, 
Pasadena. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

2 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the Beverly Hills 
Community Center, 10201 Kingspoint, from 2 to 4 p.m. For information, call 
Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Clear Lake Toastmasters Club – Meets at the Clear Lake Church of Christ, 938 El 
Dorado Blvd. Call Jerry Tate at 281-481-5417 for information.

7 p.m.
St. Luke's Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 
281-484-1397 or by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Houston Space City Lions Club – Meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway. For more information, 
call George Malone at 281-438-7243.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Tuesday 
and Sunday from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Club – Meets the second and fourth week of each month at 
Covenant United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call 
Nellie Galney at 713-991-3517 for more information.

10 a.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Wednesday at 10 a.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 281-487-8787, or just 
drop in.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 5 p.m. at First 
Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, Pearland. Visit www.hapson-

line.org for a complete list of services offered.
6 p.m.

Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 232. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Domestic violence sup-
port group for male survivors meets each Wednesday at 210 S. Walnut off 
NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for information. Participants may join at any time 
as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
DivorceCare Group - CT Church – DivorceCare Group meetings are held at CT 
Church, 9701 Almeda Genoa Road, every Wednesday evening from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
in Room #1201. The support group is for separated and divorced individuals. Child 
care is provided. For more information, call 713-944-4815, email divorcecare@
ctchurch.tv, or visit http://ctchurch.tv/ministries.html#17.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Confidential domestic 
violence support group for women meets every week. For information, call 281-
338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturning point.com. BATP is located at 210 S. Walnut 
off NASA Parkway between Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis 
hotline is 281-286-2525.

THURSDAY, MARCH 29
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from noon to 1 p.m. at 
Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke's Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 
281-484-1397 or by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Pasadena Gulf Coast Art Society – Monthly meetings held the last Thursday of 
each month in the Community Room at Pasadena Town Square Mall.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

LOTS FOR SALE:
Bar-X Ranch, Eagle Lake.

Selling 2 lots together, $11,500 ea.
Call Ann at 713-269-5282

South Belt-Ellington Leader
Leader Reader Ads
25 Words $8 for 1 week
or 25 Words for 3 Weeks $21
no changes, no refunds.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX 77089

After Hours: Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

EXPERT TRIMMING, 
SHAPING, REMOVAL 

& PLANTING
 Licensed & Insured 

Free Estimates

AADDRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

No Job Too Small!

Call For Information

Graduates, when 
looking for graduation 
announcements, look 
close to home first!

Front Office & Biller
for Medical Office at MHSE
E-clinicals experience required.

Good benefits.
Fax resume to:  

281-990-8351

Reasonable
Dependable

25 Years Experience
sandra.waldrop@yahoo.com

Supplies Furnished
References Available

CALL Sandra
281-773-3990

House Cleaning
Cleaning Done by Owner

Busy Local Insurance Firm has an opening 
for part-time bilingual marketing 
assistant. Call Offi ce Manager at 
281-619-2821 for more details

Ms. Janet’s Children of 
the Future Childcare 

and Learning Center is

NOW HIRING!
Hughes Location • 281-484-2376
• Full-time Infant/Toddler Teacher
• Part-time After-school Teacher

Scarsdale Location • 281-464-2366
• Full-time Infant/Toddler Teacher

League City Location • 281-538-5310
• Full-time Infant/Toddler Floater

• Cook

FOR LEASE - 10010 SAGEGREEN
3-2-2, One-Story Home. Move-in Ready!

$1,500 per Month
281-334-1945 or 713-906-8813

Bill Cole & Associates is now accepting
applications for 

LIFEGUARDS
Summer Employment

for applications & class times go to
www.BCAPools.com

281-648-3349
AUTOMOTIVE

FOR SALE: ‘88 GMC Starcraft 
Conversion van, $300. 713-944-
4141 3-22
FOR SALE: ‘84 BLAZER 4X4, not 
running, & ‘93 GMC Safari van, 
needs transmission work. Fix or 
use for parts. Both vehicles for 
$1,500 as is OBO. Please call 
832-526-7269 or email jnr520@
sbcglobal.net for photos. TF

COMPUTER
COMPUTER PROFESSIONAL 
Repairs and Upgrades. Free diag-
nostics, expert virus removal, anti-
virus installed, new and rebuilt 
computers. Deal with a technician, 
not a salesman. Call Harry, 713-
991-1355 3-22
SOUTHBELT - Data-Systems - 
Hard Drive Data Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, Suite 
120, 281-922-4160. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com. TF

GARAGE SALE
RIVERSTONE RANCH 
Neighborhood Spring Yard Sales! 
Fri. & Sat., Mar. 23 & 24, 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. Entire neighborhood selling 
many different items: housewares, 
clothing, furniture, kid’s items.  
 3-22
11807 KIRKNOLL. Fri. & Sat., Mar. 
23 & 24. TV, microwave, lawn-
mower, toaster oven, bed, mat-
tress, drum set, misc. 3-22
10027 SAGEGATE. Fri. & Sat., 
Mar. 23 & 24, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Home 
decor, table runners, Easter deco-
rations, golf clubs, toys & misc.  
 3-22

HEALTH
LOVING HOME CARE for elderly 
or child care. References. 
Sagemont resident 35 yrs. Call 
Nita, home 281-481-6156, cell 
281-451-4214. 3-29
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED on 
the job or in an automobile acci-
dent? The company doctor or 
insurance company doctor is not 
your doctor. He works for the  
company. In Texas you get to 
choose your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free con-
sultation. 281-481-1623. I will work 
for you. I have been relieving back 
and neck pain for South Belt fami-

lies for over 30 years. I want to be 
your chiropractor. TF

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: 11 NEEDED NOW! 
Great pay & great benefits! CDL-A 
w/X-End, TWIC card & 1 yr. exp. 
req. Martin Transport, 1-866-823-
0344 3-22
DRIVERS/NEDERLAND: Class A 
+ tank + hazmat, home every 
week, .45 cpm+$21/stop, $2,000 
bi-weekly GTD, apply online, www.
disttech.com. Call 800-321-3143 
x2278 3-22
DRIVERS: LOCAL HOUSTON 
flatbed runs. Great pay & benefits! 
CDL-A, 1 yr. exp. req. Estenson 
Logistics. Apply www.goelc.com. 
1-866-336-9642 3-22
DRIVERS: Cryogenic transporta-
tion. OTR tanker work based out of 
Baytown. Awesome pay and ben-
efits! Growing company. CDL-A 
w/X-End. 2 yrs. exp. 866-339-
0072, www.cryodrivers.com  
 3-22
DRIVERS: WANT A Professional 
career? Haul flatbed/OD loads for 
Trinity Logistics Group! Earn $.40-
.50 cpm! CDL-A w/2 yrs. exp. 
EEO/AA. Call 800-533-7862 4-5

LOST & FOUND
FOUND: BLACK & GRAY puppy in 
Riverstone Ranch. 713-480-5176 
3-22

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE: ANTIQUE Enthusiast, 
70 pieces, complete set Shawnee 
Corn King dishes - never used. 
Like new! Value $3,370-2,845. 
Selll $1,500 OBO. Call Danny, 
713-494-4738 3-22
FOR SALE: PROPANE BBQ, $20; 
‘02 Legend handicap scooter, 
needs batteries, $50; Brand new 
Rollatar, $40. 713-944-4141  
 3-22
FOR SALE: ANTIQUE DRESSER 
& chest of drawers, made of 
mahogany. Must see! Needs no 
refinishing, $800. Call 281-484-
3108 3-22

PETS
FREE KITTENS! 8 weeks old. 
9810 Sagelake Ln., call or come 
by! 281-997-7751 3-29

REAL ESTATE
HOUSE FOR LEASE: 3-2-2, living 
room, breakfast & den, large back-
yard, completely new inside & out! 
$1,200/mo., first and last, $500 
deposit. Two blocks from beltway. 
281-814-8101 3-22
OPEN HOUSE: SAT., MAR 31, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Fixer Upper for Sale! 
4-2-2 on corner lot in Kirkwood. 
For more info, call 832-396-6296  
 3-29
FOR LEASE: 3-2-2 on cul-de-sac, 
fenced yard, Scarsdale, $1,175/
mo., $300 deposit, first & last. 832-
978-4201 4-26

SERVICE
MEDICAL HEALTH CAREGIVER. 
Will help care for your loved one 
24/7 with light cooking & cleaning. 
832-366-6588 4-5
IF YOUR ELDERLY LOVED ONE 
needs help with personal care, 
plase call 832-794-5223 4-5
SEWING & ALTERATION for men, 
women & home fashions. 
Experienced seamstress. Call 
Karen, 713-943-7935 TF

      THINK
 MONEY

THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll

save 

money!

sell...
you’ll 

make 

money!

Call 
Today

281-481-5656
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $22
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  A/C 

CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Repairs

Additions • Pool Fill-ins • Etc.
WE ARE INSURED

Office 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us
We also do hauling.

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

★★★★★

★★★★★

See

Additional 

SERVICE

and

LAWN &

GARDEN

Ads on

Page 4B

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Pressure Washing

• Hardy Plank Installation
• Fencing

References Available
Free Estimates

281-773-3991 • 281-481-0428

Marcus Gonzales 
Construction

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed 

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

              
• Room Additions • Concrete Drives 
• Decks • Patios • Kitchen & Bath 
• Home Maintenance • Floorings 

 •Hardy Board • 
All “Honey Do’s” list

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley
’76 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Great
 Prices!

281-481-9683

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

DECK TECH FENCES
www.DeckTechFences.com

832-297-3339
99% of our fences withstood Hurricane Ike

X
Complete Building Maintenance

Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

 TECL# 2567

Master Electrician - Call Joe @
713-302-5742

6

Let the Leader 
help you 
with your 
advertising!

Call Today! 
281-481-56566

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Small Jobs Preferred

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 281-488-3361

JIM GREEN REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Custom Cabinets • Patio Covers • Doors • Trim • Etc.

Serving South Belt for 30 Years
281-642-4340      Free Estimates

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

Call for A/C Check Up                           

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351

GET IT TODAY!

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

www.southbeltairandheat.com

CAVAZOS
PLUMBING

Serving & Saving 
Your Community

for 18 Years

A-Rated on Angie’s List
281-692-1684 MPL #18439

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

• SHEET ROCK • ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

BATHROOM REMODELING
WATER DAMAGE REPAIR

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

SHEETROCK SPECIALIST 
REPAIR CRACKS & ANY TYPE OF DAMAGE, 

MATCH ANY TEXTURE & PAINTING

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR • REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
• PLUMBING • FOUNDATION PROBLEMS
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

HAYDEN AIR & HEATHAYDEN AIR & HEAT
Now is the time to take advantage of reduced prices!

License #TACLB4351C
281-481-3914

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!ASK ABOUT 

ASK ABOUT 

ATTIC INSULATIoN
ATTIC INSULATIoN

NO OVERTIME 
NO OVERTIME 

CHARGE!CHARGE!

INTEREST-FREE 
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING 
FINANCING AVAILABLE WAC

AVAILABLE WAC

Ask About 
Centerpoint Energy

REBATES
Up to $1200

Factory Rebate (Ask for Details) or

12 Months Interest-
Free Financing

with Approved Credit, with Coupon, 
Limit One Coupon Per Customer. 

Exp. 11-15-11

www.southbeltleader.com

?????

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

J&M SERVICE CO.
A Complete Service Company

Since 1983
Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels
 ★ CERAMIC TILE ★ TUB & SHOWER
 ★ WOOD FLOORS    CONVERSIONS
 ★ GRANITE ★ MEET ADA STANDARDS
 ★ CULTURED MARBLE ★ SAFETY GRIP BARS
 ★ PLUMBING ★ COMPLETE REMODELS

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

www.southbeltleader.com

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

713-530-0833
Located in the South Belt area  

Johnny Gibbs           TECL# 19197

Lighthouse Electric

See Additional 
SERVICE and 

LAWN & GARDEN 
Ads on Page 4B

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS
Repair & Remodeling

Guaranteed Quality Work • Bonded & Insured
Flood Damage & Insurance Claims

281-484-8121
ROOFING - HARDI-PLANK - SHEETROCK - CONCRETE - KITCHENS

PAINTING - BATHROOMS - CARPENTRY - POWER WASHING - FLOORS

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner,

Office Manager

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

NOW SELLING PRE-OWNED APPLIANCES
• washers • dryers • refrigerators • more!

NEW & USED APPLIANCE PARTS
9125 Airport Blvd. E3

For sales & parts, 713-909-5240

We service all major 
home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

SAME DAY SERVICE

SPRING SPECIAL
13 SEER COND. UNIT, 

EVAPORATOR & FURNACE
INSTALLED AT $5995

expires 05/03/2012
$5995
012

281.485.6383281.485.6383
TACLB26867E

www.jmsairandheat.com

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone you can trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models

ATTENTION!!  Did you recently receive a letter promising a furnace for 
“NO CHARGE?”  Call us after getting your quote with furnace at “NO CHARGE.”  

Without knowing the price you were quoted, we will quote the same system 
and see if it was really “NO CHARGE.”

TACLB002755C

It Is Time For A 
Furnace Checkup!

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

Oup Professional Servies Now IncludeOup Professional Servies Now Include
 Air Conditioning Air Conditioning

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill MPL 20628, TACLA 17658C

www.airstream-acservice.com
Lic.TACL23730E

Free Estimate   281-481-6308

$10 OFF A/C Check-up
Limited to South Belt-Ellington area. For a limited time.

Airstream
A/C & HEAT

*Roofi ng
*Siding
*Painting
*Driveways

*Fencing
*Sheetrock Work
*Kitchen-Bathrooms
*Tile

*Room Additions
FREE ESTIMATESAlvaro 832-752-4959

Monroy Roofi ng
& Remodeling

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIALRERRRRR

“Connections” Plumbing Co.

832-722-2099MPL40172 Insured

• All Plumbing Service & Gas Installation & Repairs• All Plumbing Service & Gas Installation & Repairs
• Water Heaters & Tankless Heaters• Water Heaters & Tankless Heaters
• Drain Cleaning & Sewer Line Repair• Drain Cleaning & Sewer Line Repair
• Re-pipes & Re-models Repair• Re-pipes & Re-models Repair
• Water Softener Filtration Systems• Water Softener Filtration Systems

Commercial • Residential • New Construction

Get 10% 
OFF

On Service Call

Commercial Residential

Wood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Laminate • Granite

832-236-4898
mayo2002@sbcglobal.net

When Quality Counts! • Est. 1996 • SB area resident
FREE ESTIMATES • OWNER OPERATED • FULLY INSURED

Mayo Flooring
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Continued from Page 1B 
against Angelina. Heaton 
capped a six-run, sixth 
inning against Angelina 
with a walk-off grand 
slam. 
 In the second game, 
Bechtle’s grand slam, her 
10th homer of the season, 
gave the team a 4-0 lead it 
would not lose.
    Dubois, who has found 
herself hitting third lately, 
had a two-run homer in a 
6-3 win over Alvin, while 
earning the pitching win 
as well. “The bats are re-
ally coming around, and 
we are getting the big 
hits when we need them,” 
Saenz said. 
 “Carter, Bechtle, 
Heaton, Ashley Noak 
and even Brooke Dubois, 
they’ve all been hot. It’s 
great to see.”
    Saenz has been equally 

San Jacinto College sophomore Candyce Carter has thrived since moving into 
the lead-off spot several games again. During the team’s current 10-game win-
ning streak, Carter has three times led off games with home runs. 

impressed with the way the 
pitching core has devel-
oped. 
 In fact, Saenz has op-
tions this season she’s rarely 
had. Shannon Millman and 
Alexis Estrada have thrived 
as starters, and Dubois has 
also given the team a big 
lift.
    Millman, a 21-game win-
ner a season ago, threw a 
no-hitter against Iowa Lakes 
in a nonconference game. 
 Estrada got the win in 
one of the Angelina games, 
and Dubois has two wins 
and a save over the past six 
games.
    “Our pitching depth gives 
us a change of pace,” Saenz 
said. “In the past, in two 
games I might be trying to 
go as far as possible with 
one pitcher before making 
a move. 
 “Now, maybe someone 

goes fi ve innings and we 
make a change to give the 
opponent a different look. 
So far, it’s worked out 
great.”
    Blinn, the defending 
Region XIV champion, 
is now 3-1 in conference 
play after splitting a dou-
bleheader against Alvin 
March 17. 
 Meanwhile, Alvin has 
been the surprise of the 
league with a solid start. 
But Saenz isn’t giving an 
inch.
    “We really have things 
going well in all areas of 
the game,” Saenz said. 
 “We’re still in the fi rst 
half of conference ac-
tion, but these games are 
big. The way we are go-
ing right now, I like our 
chances. We’ve been able 
to play things one game at 
a time so far.”

Team now ranked 15th

SJC softball on road trip

STAFFORD • 281-240-3060STAFFORD • 281-240-3060
12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

South Belt • 281-484-6888South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway12933 Gulf Freeway
Nasa • 281-557-3500Nasa • 281-557-3500
1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 451020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45

3 Great Restaurants3 Great Restaurants

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
FREE Mini BuffetFREE Mini Buffet 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m.

FREE DINNERFREE DINNER
Buy 1 Dinner & 2 Beverages, Get One 

of Equal or Lesser Value FREE
(Max Value $7) With Coupon.

Dine in Only after 4 p.m.
Not valid with Lunch Specials. Expires 3-29-12

Gift Cards • Party Rooms
Catering • Daily Specials

Lunch Specials
from $4.99

Shortstop Jose Reyes fi res across the diamond to retire a South Houston player 
during the Longhorns’ 5-1 victory over the Trojans March 19 at Maguire Field. 
Firmly in second place, the Longhorns have a big game against fi rst-place Deer 
Park March 23 at Dobie. The game will begin at 4 p.m.

 Time is running out in 
the varsity high school soc-
cer season, but both Dobie 
teams are sitting pretty.

JFD boys atop 22-5A
 Defending 22-5A cham-
pion Dobie is back on top of 
the heap in the varsity boys’ 
soccer race after a 1-0 vic-
tory over Sam Rayburn in a 
rain-soaked March 19 game 
at Newcomb Field.
 With just under 15 min-
utes to go in the fi rst half, 
Raul Bustos sent a nice 
cross to the back side of 
the Rayburn defense off a 
corner kick. Jonathan Pal-
ma took care of the rest as 
he headed the ball past the 
Texans’ keeper for a 1-0 
lead that would be the dif-
ference.
 From there, the Dobie 
defense registered its 14th 
shutout of the season, in-
cluding fourth in district 
play.
 Douglas Leighton and 
Edwin Padilla were the 
leaders on the defensive end 
in support of goalkeeper 
Hector Saldivar.
 “With spring break giv-

ing the team a few days off, 
we played well considering 
the severe wind and rain 
storms at game time,” Do-
bie head coach Jesse Saave-
dra said. 
 “We controlled the tempo 
of the game and had some 
early chances to score but 
just couldn’t get past a good 
Rayburn defense.”
 With a 6-2 record in dis-
trict for 18 points, Dobie is 
now back on top of the dis-
trict. Deer Park is second at 
5-2-1 for 16 points.  
 The Longhorns will take 
on South Houston Friday, 
March 23, at Newcomb 
Field, beginning at 5 p.m.
 With a win over South 
Houston, Dobie will posi-
tion itself to claim the 22-
5A title with either a win or 
a tie over Deer Park. 
 Dobie travels to Deer 
Park’s Abshire Stadium for 
a Tuesday, March 27, game 
against the Deer. Game time 
is 7 p.m.

Girls second in 22-5A
 With a 6-1 victory over 
Sam Rayburn March 19, the 
Lady Longhorns clinched 

second place in the stand-
ings behind champion Deer 
Park.
 Against Sam Rayburn, 
Alyssa Williams and Malyn 
Nunez pocketed two goals 
apiece.
 Tanya Palomares and 
Sharon Sanmiguel also 
scored goals, and Kayla 
Williams and Mariah Es-
cobar dished two assists 
apiece.
 Head coach Bryan Mc-
Donald said Erica Villar-
real and Maggie Silva also 
excelled in the win as the 
Lady Longhorns moved to 
6-1-1 with two games to 
play.
 “We are now locked in 
for second place,” McDon-
ald said. 
 “It’s good to know we 
can relax a bit and rest any 
players that need it. But at 
the same time, we are prim-
ing ourselves for the play-
offs. We’re glad to have 
Deer Park as our last oppo-
nent before playoffs. It will 
be good to play that caliber 
of team before we start the 
postseason.”

Brook at 3-2

Dobie teams fi nishing strong

Cowboys, Dolphins set key date
 Offi cials with the Sage-
mont Cowboys and Cow-
girls, as well as the South-
belt Dolphins’ football 
team, cheerleader and drill 
team offi cials, will host 
their fi nal returning player 
registration for the 2012 
season on Saturday, March 
24, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 
the Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League facility at El 

Franco Lee Park.
Cowboys set fees

 For the Cowboys, early 
registration is open to all 
returning football players 
and their siblings and all 
drill and mascot applicants, 
returning or new, and their 
siblings.
 There is a $100 deposit 
required for all drill and 
mascot applicants and a $50 

deposit for all football play-
ers due at the time of regis-
tration. 
 For more information  
concerning the Cowboys’ 
registration details, contact 
club president Denny Wran-
ich at denny@sagemont 
cowboys.com or the team’s 
drill director, Michelle 
Castillo, at michelle@sage 
montcowboys.com.  

Dobie softball invites 22-5A play
Continued from Page 3B
the steady pitching arm of 
Laura Napoli, who has been 
in the circle for each of the 
team’s games this season. 
 As Clear Brook fi nishes 
out the fi nal nine games of 
24-5A action, Napoli will 
continue to carry the pitch-
ing load.

Dobie now 11-7
 With nondistrict play 
now done, the Lady Long-
horns are set to make anoth-
er run toward the playoffs 
via the 22-5A route.
 Deer Park has also had 
a good season to this point, 
and Memorial has proved 
to be very compeititive on 

an annual basis. That aside, 
Dobie head coach Robin 
Rackley wants her players 
to narrow their focus.
 “We need to focus on 
playing Dobie softball and 
looking at the district race 
as a whole,” Rackley said. 
“Deer Park, Memorial and 
some of the other teams are 
talented for sure, but our 
goal is to win every game 
we play.”
 The team has not done 
that so far, but it’s hard to 
argue with 11 wins in 18 
overall games. Senior Shan-
non O’Connor is the team’s 
leader in the pitching circle. 
Ceci Gonzalez has provided 

a big spark in her return 
from a 2011 injury. Other 
returning starters like Jenna 
Medina and Chezni Critch-
fi eld have also played big 
roles, but the rest of the 
roster is somewhat inexpe-
rienced at the varsity level.
 “District play is the next 
big step for this team,” 
Rackley said.
 “I have said this all year, 
but we are a young softball 
team. We have to learn from 
our mistakes on the fi eld 
and hopefully not make 
them again.
 “So far, these young la-
dies are doing everything 
we ask. That’s so nice.”

Diamond club
set to meet
 The Dobie Diamond 
Club, the Longhorns’ base-
ball booster organization, 
will host a parent meeting 
Wednesday, April 4, begin-
ning at 7 p.m. in the athlet-
ics media room.   
 For more information, 
call Gloria Sanchez at 713-
303-9157 or Lisa Manriquez 
at 713-516-7539.

Longhorns aim at huge game versus 22-5A leader Deer Park
Continued from Page 1B
 Aside from Pitts’ big ef-
fort against South Houston, 
the Longhorns got a big lift 
from several others in get-

ting the bounce-back win 
over South Houston.
 Ansley singled in his fi rst 
two at bats, and Gonzalez 
crushed another ball that 

was caught at the base of 
the center fi eld wall.
 The win was needed after 
the Longhorns let one get 
away against Sam Rayburn 

March 23.
 Dobie led 2-1 in the sixth 
inning before a big six-run 
uprising allowed the Texans 
to take a 7-2 lead entering 
the seventh inning.
 The Longhorns rallied 
for three runs, but Sam Ray-
burn ended the threat by in-
ducing a 5-4-3 double play 
ball off the bat of Johnson.
 With Deer Park coming 
up next, the Longhorns are 
in need of a win to keep 
from potentially falling two 
games behind in the stand-
ings.
 Ramirez has been very 
good for the Deer in his 
two starts, but to shut down 
the Dobie offense will be a 
huge task.
 In turn, the Longhorns 
will have to rely on someone 
other than Pitts to hold the 
Deer Park bats in check.
 Deer Park has had its 
way in many of the team 
sports this school year 
within 22-5A, and now the 
Longhorns are presented 
with the chance to turn the 

tide. 
 Even while advancing 
to the second round of the 
playoffs last season, the 
Longhorns were denied the 
22-5A crown while Deer 
Park took it.
 Perhaps this is Dobie’s 
time. The team is 13-1 over-
all this season and is one 
bad inning away from being 

undefeated.
 After closing the fi rst 
round of three against Deer 
Park, Dobie will take on 
Pasadena Tuesday, March 
27, at Maguire Field.
 Dobie’s scheduled March 
30 game against the Memo-
rial Mavericks will shift to 
Dobie High School for a 4 
p.m. start.


