
Dobie cheer tryouts set
 A mandatory meeting for those interested 
in trying out for the 2014-2015 cheer season 
will be held at Dobie High School in the caf-
eteria on Thursday, Feb. 27, at 7 p.m. Parent 
and cheer candidate are required to attend in 
order to try out. Questions can be addressed to 
Sarah Young at slyoung@pasadenaisd.org.

Cowboy registration set
 The Sagemont Cowboys and Sagemont 
Cowgirls will hold early registration Saturday, 
March 1, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Little 
League Baseball fields in El Franco Lee Park. 
Early registration is open to all returning foot-
ball players and their siblings and all drill and 
mascot members, returning and new. A $100 
deposit is due at the time of registration. Con-
tact information will also be accepted from 
new football players at this time. 
 For more information, contact Denny 
Wranich, club president, at 281-785-8353, or 
Kerri Blanton, drill director, at 832-423-0139.

Scholarships offered
Atkinson Elementary

 Atkinson Elementary PTO will offer $500 
scholarships to two graduating Dobie seniors 
who attended Atkinson at least two years, one 
being fourth grade. Applications and require-
ment information are available through the 
Dobie senior counselor. The completed applica-
tion must be received by noon on Feb. 28.

Frazier Elementary
 Frazier Elementary will offer scholarships to 
seven graduating Dobie High School seniors 
who attended Frazier in third and fourth grades. 
Applications and information are available 
from the Dobie senior counselor. Applications 
must be submitted Friday, March 21.

Moore Elementary
 The Moore Elementary Student Council will 
offer scholarships to four graduating seniors at 
Dobie High School who attended Moore in the 
fourth grade. Applications are available through 
the Dobie senior counselor’s office and must be 
returned by March 25 to be considered.

Business training event set
 There will be an empowerment and busi-
ness training event for all business owners, 
and entrepreneurs on Saturday, March 1, from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. at Parker Williams Branch 
Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd., Room 110-D. 
Email CynthiaLewisUnlimited@gmail.com or 
visit www.CynthiaLewisUnlimited.com to re-
serve a seat.

Cowboy cheerleader tryouts
 The Sagemont Cowboy Cheerleaders will 
hold tryouts Friday, March 7. Those interested 
must attend a mandatory meeting on Monday, 
March 3. For more information, contact Sage-
mont Cowgirl Drill Director Kerri Balnchard, 
drill director at 832-423-0139.

Ellington Rams register
 The Ellington Rams will hold registration 
at the Little League baseball field at El Franco 
Lee Park on Saturday, March 1, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. This registratrion is for new and re-
turning drill and cheer, and returning football 
players only. For more information, call Sandy 
Gracia at 832-863-4639 or John Rubio at 832-
752-8171.

AARP offers free tax help 
 AARP Foundation in cooperation with the 
IRS will provide free tax help from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Monday and Friday through April 15 at 
the Parker Williams Branch Library, 10851 
Scarsdale. For more information, call 281-
484-2036. For nationwide site locations by 
ZIP code, visit the website at www.aarp.org/
taxaide.

AVID elective at Dobie 
 J. Frank Dobie High School now offers the 
elective course AVID, a college readiness class 
which gives students the tools to be better pre-
pared for college. The class teaches skills such 
as note-taking and organization, as well as pre-
pares students to be better critical readers and 
writers. Students who wish to take dual credit 
classes would benefi t from the skills taught 
through AVID. 
 This elective is also offered at the seventh- 
and eighth-grade levels at Beverly Hills and 
Thompson intermediates. Help students get a 
jump start on being successful in high school 
and college by enrolling them in AVID. For Do-
bie, contact croark@pasadenaisd.org. For Bev-
erly Hills, contact abutler-carter@pasadenaisd.
org. For Thompson, contact hbailey@pasade 
naisd.org.

Family Life Seminar set 
 Gulfhaven Church, 10716 Sabo Road, will 
host a Family Life Seminar on Saturday, March 
8, at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. The seminar will 
feature 3ABN TV Marriage in God’s Hands by 
presenters Pastor WS Lee, (family ministries 
co-director, Southwest Region Conf.) and Wil-
ma Lee (author, A Quick Start Guide to Family 
Ministries and Marriage is for Friends and co-
director of family ministries, Southwest Region 
Conf.). This is a free seminar  and open to the 
community. For more information, call 713-
562-4580.
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 Where to vote
Primary election polling locations

Pct. #  Location
 76 D El Franco Lee Community Center, 9500 Hall Road
76 R Beverly Hills Intermediate School, 11111 Beamer
289 D Garfi eld Elementary, 10301 Hartsook
289 R Milstead Middle School, 338 Gilpin
417 D Stuchbery Elementary, 11210 Hughes Road
417 R Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
418 D Beverly Hills Comm. Center, 10201Kingspoint
418 R Laura Welch Bush Elem. School, 9100  Blackhawk
475 D Burnett Elementary School, 11825 Teaneck
475 R Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
476 D Stuchbery Elementary, 11210 Hughes Road
476 R Frazier Elementary School, 10503 Hughes Road
536 D Laura Welch Bush Elem, School, 9100  Blackhawk
536 R Laura Welch Bush Elem, School, 9100  Blackhawk
545 D Burnett Elementary School, 11825 Teaneck
545 R Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
755 D Genoa Staff Development Center, 12900 Almeda
  Genoa Road
755 R Milstead Middle School, 338 Gilpin
774 D JC Mitchell Elementary, 10900 Gulfdale
774 R El Franco Lee Community Center, 9500 Hall Road
842 D Burnett Elementary School, 11825 Teaneck
842 R Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale

Dierker
visits
PISD

Former Houston Astros 
pitcher and manager 
Larry Dierker (middle) 
will serve as master of 
ceremonies for the Pasa-
dena Independent School 
District’s third annual 
Athletics Hall of Fame 
induction banquet Sat-
urday, April 12, at Phil-
lips Field House. A few 
$50 tickets remain avail-
able at the PISD Athletics 
Ticket Offi ce, 2906 Dab-
ney. The fi rst two induc-
tion banquets sold out. 
Dierker is pictured to the 
left at a recent committee 
meeting with PISD Board 
President Jack Bailey 
and PISD Superintendent 
Kirk Lewis.
  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Residents honor newborn

A newborn baby was found in a dumpster at an apartment complex in the 9900 block of 
Windmill Lakes Boulevard Tuesday, Feb. 25. Police have located the child’s mother, but 
no charges had been fi led at press time. A tribute is shown above at the site.
              Photo by Marie Flickinger

PISD career center nears completion
 The Pasadena Independent School District’s 
new career and technical high school (CTHS) 
is beginning to take shape and is expected to be 
completed by August 2014.

 “We have passed the 50 percent completion 
mark,” Steve Fleming, CTHS principal said. 
“The construction site has permanent power and 
construction is being completed on the roofi ng, 

sidewalks and driveways.”
 Crews are working in many areas including 
electrical, plumbing, interior sheetrock and the 
maritime facility and fi tness trail.
 The new campus will meet the demands of lo-
cal businesses and industry while providing rig-
orous programs that prepare high school students 
for college and careers in high-demand areas in-
cluding hospitality and hotel services, maritime 
and port operations, pre-engineering/robotics, 
nursing, veterinary medicine, automotive colli-
sion, and welding.
 District students and parents are reeling with 
excitement over the new campus. A total of 
1,180 parents and 920 students attended presen-
tations at intermediate and high school campuses 
throughout the four-month recruiting period. 
Students completed surveys indicating their in-
terest in the 26 career programs offered at the 
career and technical high school.
 “Programs generating the most interest in-
cluded criminal justice, health services, welding, 
engineering and robotics, animation and graph-
ics, veterinary tech, and automotive technology,” 
Fleming said.
 Within a short timeframe, school administra-
tors received roughly 2,600 applications compet-
ing for 1,200 seats. The overwhelming response 
confi rmed the district’s need for a campus de-
signed to equip students to graduate from high 
school with the skills necessary to successfully 
begin a career.
 Selection was based on a combination of cri-
teria including student attendance, discipline, 
academic performance on STAAR exams, and 

essay scores. In addition, applicants were inter-
viewed by Career and Technical Education pro-
gram staff.
 Students were asked to outline educational 
and career goals in their essays. Here are some 
of their responses:
 “Because of this cutting edge educational op-
portunity, I will have an enormous jump start 
over other students across the state in my chosen 
career pathway.”
 “Going to CTHS will help me achieve my ul-
timate goal of someday being a doctor and help-
ing others.”
 For incoming ninth and tenth grade students, 
each high school campus received an allocated 
number of seats based on the percentage of high 
school students across the district. Fleming said 
this provided an equitable opportunity for stu-
dents from all fi ve high schools to be selected to 
attend CTHS.
 Projected enrollment for each grade level is: 
412 students (Grade 9), 348 students (Grade 10) 
and 429 students (Grade 11). Total enrollment is 
expected to be 1,189 students.
 Refl ecting the optimistic outlook for the cam-
pus, one student said, “The hands-on opportunity 
is the most interesting feature I have seen, to be 
able to be in a real life situation and to experi-
ence what my future could be like is mind blow-
ing. The question shouldn’t be why attend, but 
rather why not attend CTHS.”
 School offi cials have completed the selection 
process. Students will be notifi ed of their appli-
cation status this week.
 For information, visit www.CTHSweb.com.

Primary election set for March 4
  The federal, state and county primary elec-
tions are set to take place Tuesday, March 4.
 In addition to highly publicized races for U.S. 
senator, governor and lieutenant governor, voters 
will determine who will run in November’s gen-
eral election to fi ll congressional and legislative 
seats, judicial benches and many other positions.
 Of particular importance to South Belt resi-
dents is the race to fi ll the state District 129 seat 
being vacated by longtime Rep. John Davis.
 Republicans vying for the position are Mary 
Huls, Brent Perry, Dennis Paul, Sheryl Berg, Bris-
coe Cain, Chuck Maricle (a South Belt resident) 
and Jeff Larson.
 John Gay is the lone Democrat running for the 
position.
 For more information on the District 129 can-
didates, see a questionnaire in the Feb. 13 edition 
of the Leader.
 Also of importance to South Belt residents 
is the race for state House District 145. In that 
contest, incumbent Carol Alvarado is being chal-
lenged by Susan Delgado. The two candidates 
faced off against each other last year in the spe-
cial election to fi ll the state Senate District 6 seat 
vacated by the late Sen. Mario Gallegos. That 
race was won by former Harris County Commis-
sioner Sylvia Garcia.
 Multiple South Belt residents are running 
for judicial positions on the Republican bal-
lot, including Leonila Olivares-Salazar (Precinct 
2, Place 2 Justice of the Peace), Melanie Flow-
ers (247th District Court) and Angelina Gooden 
(246th District Court).
 Early voting will continue through Friday, 
Feb. 28.
 Local early voting polling locations include 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Hall #66 at 4345 Allen Genoa, the Har-
ris County Courthouse Annex #25 at 7330 Spen-
cer Highway and the Freeman Branch Library at 
16616 Diana Lane.
 Early voting hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

 Early voting locations are not to be confused 
with election day voting locations, which are 
done by precinct and by party.
 Residents should also be aware that many of 
the election day polling locations have changed 
since the last primary in 2012.
 While all Republican precincts will still vote 
at the same location as the last primary election, 
approximately 75 percent of local Democrat pre-
cincts have changed locations. See accompany-
ing chart on this page.
 Election day voting hours are also 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m.
 For more information or to see a complete list 
of polling locations, visit www.harrisvotes.org.

Tylka named SVFD chief, again
 Chuck Tylka was re-
cently re-elected by his 
colleagues to serve an-
other term as chief of the 
Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department.
 This will mark the 
sixth consecutive time 
Tylka has fi lled the one-
year position.
 To be eligible for the 
position, one must have 
served a minimum of one year in the SVFD. 
Candidates can either nominate themselves for 
the position or be nominated by a committee of 
their peers.
 Tylka ran unopposed, as did the other three 
recently elected offi cers.
 Longtime SVFD member Jerry Terrell was 
elected assistant chief/fi re marshal; John Layton 
was elected second assistant chief/training offi -
cer; and Robert Zolan was elected chief medical 
offi cer. All four will take offi ce in March.
 Tylka is highly regarded by his fellow SVFD 

members.
 “I feel like he’s been an excellent chief,” Ter-
rell said. “He’s accomplished a lot. He was a 
driving force in getting the new fi re station, and 
he’s extremely active in progressing the fi re de-
partment.”
 The owner/president of AllChem Industries 
by profession, Tylka also serves on the boards of 
the Clear Brook City Municipal Utility District 
and the Sageglen Civic Club.

SVFD seeks volunteers
 The SVFD is currently seeking volunteers. 
Interested parties should be between 18 and 60 
years of age. While experience is preferred, it is 
not necessary, according to Tylka.
 “No prior training is required, only a strong 
sense of community and the willingness to sacri-
fi ce your time to help and serve,” Tylka said.
 Volunteers train every Thursday evening from 
7 to 9 p.m. and on weekends at SVFD Station 
No. 1, located at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd. 
 Prospective volunteers should attend a Thurs-
day training session or visit www.southeastvfd.
com or call 281-922-5556 for more information.

S. University residents hold meeting
 Upset with their current homeowners asso-
ciation, a group of South University Place resi-
dents held a meeting Tuesday, Feb. 25, to discuss 
forming a new HOA.
 Roughly 70 residents from the subdivision 
of only 120 homes showed up to the function to 
voice their frustration with the current arrange-
ment.
 Several residents complained they haven’t 
been able to contact Haywood Management, the 
company responsible for operating the HOA, for 
several months.
 Residents further said they had been denied 

access to the HOA’s fi nancial records and that 
they’ve yet to receive a bill for this year’s ser-
vices.
 Resident Quint Boswell, who helped organize 
the function, said he was told by the HOA’s sole 
remaining board member and acting president 
Eric Ruiz that a new management company had 
been hired but no additional information was 
made available.
 A follow-up meeting will be held Tuesday, 
March 4, at the Beverly Hills Park Community 
Center, 10201 Kingspoint, beginning at 7:30 
p.m.

Chuck Tylka

Baby abandoned in dumpster
 A newborn baby boy was found in a dump-
ster at The Reserve at Windmill Lakes apartment 
complex in the 9900 block of Windmill Lakes 
Boulevard Tuesday, Feb. 25.
 According to police, the infant was discovered 
around 8:30 a.m. by a maintenance worker at the 
facility. The employee initially thought the child, 
wrapped in a white trash bag, was a cat before 
realizing it was a baby.
 The worker reportedly cared for the infant, 
while co-workers called 911.
 Employees said the child, who still had his 
umbilical cord attached, was purple and having a 
hard time breathing. Houston fi refi ghters rushed 
the baby to Memorial Hermann Southeast Hos-
pital, where he is expected to recover. Doctors 
said the infant was only about four or fi ve hours 
old when he was found.
 Police were able to track down the baby’s 
mother, who allegedly admitted to placing the 
child in the dumpster. A 16-year-old student at 
South Houston High School, the mother was tak-
en to Memorial Hermann in Pearland for treat-

ment.
 Offi cials said the teen’s mother lives in Alvin, 
but the girl has been living with her aunt at the 
apartment complex for the last two years. Wit-
nesses said schoolwork with the teen’s name on 
it was found in the same bag as the baby.
 The teenager reportedly didn’t know she was 
pregnant until she had the child in her aunt’s 
bathtub. She said she cut the umbilical cord 
herself but thought the infant was born dead, 
prompting her to dispose of him in the dumpster. 
 Authorities said they will interview the moth-
er once she is released from the hospital. At press 
time, it was unclear what, if any, charges would 
be fi led against the teenager.
 The mother said she hasn’t talked to the ba-
by’s father, a 22-year-old, in around six months. 
It was also unclear at press time if he would face 
charges for sleeping with a minor.
 A judge ruled Wednesday the child would be 
placed in the care of the state unless a relative 
comes forward.

 Continued on Page 2A
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Death  

 In My Opinion
Prices of fi sh fry 
forced to increase
 The Knights of Columbus Monsignor 
Alfred Raye, Council 9201 have been 
serving fried catfi sh dinners to the South 
Belt community for the past 18 years. 
During that time, the Council has been 
able to fund many charitable projects 
through the participation of our South 
Belt neighbors and we would like to thank 
all of you who support us in this effort.
 As all of us know, the price of just 
about all food items have steadily in-
creased over the past few years. In re-
sponse to these increases we had pre-
viously increased the price of our one 
piece catfi sh dinner to $9  and the price 
of a two piece dinner to $13.
 This year, the cost of USA farm grown 
catfi sh has increased dramatically and 
our suppliers tell us that the price will in-
crease as we get closer to Lent.
 With all of the above in mind, the coun-
cil has decided we will not change to non 
USA raised fi sh and stay with our 9 to11 
ounce catfi sh, raised in the USA. This 
means we will no longer be able to offer 
two piece dinners and the price of the one 
piece dinner will be increased to $10. The 
dinners will still include one piece (9 to 
11 oz.) breaded catfi sh, corn on the cob, 
coleslaw, french fries, hush puppies and 
a 12 oz. drink. The catfi sh breading, cole-
slaw dressing and our tarter and cocktail 
sauces will still be our own homemade 
recipes.
 We sincerely hope our faithful South 
Belt neighbors understand this action. 
May God continue to bless all of us as we 
go through these diffi cult times.  
  Dominic Cantalamessa
  Council 9201

Pennington saddened 

by political comments
 I am saddened to read that Jerry Pat-
terson and Todd Staples are accusing 
Dan Patrick of hiring illegal workers some 
30 years ago.  I ran a small business back
then and it was impossible to verify the 
legal status of new hires.
 While Dan Patrick’s opponents were 
in college or getting paid nice salaries by 
the taxpayer; Dan was working hard ev-
eryday and offering employment to hun-
dreds of people.
 As far as I can fi nd, neither Patterson 
nor Staples have worked in the private 
sector.
 I am supporting Dan Patrick for LT 
Governor because he is a small business 
owner and knows how diffi cult it is to em-
ployee people and survive in the current 
environment of government regulations 
and higher taxes.  Dan will work to repeal 
the Texas Business Margin Tax and lower 
property taxes for small businesses and 
homeowners.
 All of the Republican candidates owe 
it to the voter to articulate their stand on 
the issues in clear and honest terms and 
stop the dishonest personal attacks.
  Randy Pennington

Gibbons corrects 
mammography issue 
 After 30 years of providing breast 
health services to more than 400,000 
women, I can state the following without 
a single note of hesitation: Mammogra-
phy matters.
 That statement should be read as em-
phatically as possible. I say it as CEO of 
The Rose, Houston’s “go to” resource for 
breast health care and the provider of 
much needed care in 25 counties. When 
Dr. Dixie Melillo and I founded The Rose 
in 1986, we were clear about our non-
profi t mission. We had seen far too many 
women come for “treatment” in such late 
stages that all we could do was hold their 
hands until death took them.
 Mammography matters. I say that to 
family, friends – any person I love – be-
cause I want their cancer found at its ear-
liest stage and for them to have the best 
outcomes with the least treatment.
 Mammography matters. I say it as a 
woman who cannot fathom being told that 
something potentially malignant, such as 
DCIS, could be found in my breast and 
left there because it was deemed “ac-
ceptable since it’s non-invasive.”
 With my long history, I’m familiar with 
the uproar caused when a “study” ques-
tions the value of an annual screening. 
The British Medical Journal fanned the 
fl ames of debate when they published a 
report questioning the value of a mam-
mography screening and suggesting that 
a physical examination was adequate.
 Mainstream media wasted no time in 
including rebuttals with experts noting 
the study’s information gathering and 
conclusions were “obviously fl awed”. Un-
fortunately, infl ammatory headlines take 
on a life of their own as they are retweet-
ed and shared. 
 Soon the headlines – not the facts – 
become the news.
 The Canadian study immediately drew 
fi re from the American College of Radiol-
ogy (ACR) and the Society of Breast Im-
aging (SBI):
 “[The article] provides an incomplete 
picture of the costs versus benefi t of 

breast cancer screening programs and 
is misleading. The costs of morbidity, 
lost income, treatment of metastatic dis-
ease, death, and other real fi nancial im-
plications associated with a diagnosis of 
advanced breast cancer due to less fre-
quent screening were not considered in 
[this] analysis.”
 The groups also noted that if guide-
lines for less frequent mammograms 
were followed, approximately 6,500 to 
10,000 additional women in the U.S. 
would die each year from breast cancer. 
One physician remarked, “We can’t talk 
about how many dollars we’ll save with-
out also talking about how many lives 
we’re going to lose.”
 I agree. We cannot place a price tag 
on a woman’s life.
 Until there is a cure, The Rose will 
continue to promote and provide mam-
mograms. We will continue to focus on 
the importance of preventive health 
screening. We felt pretty helpless back 
in 1986 when insurance didn’t cover 
screening mammograms, few physicians 
recommended them and awareness 
about early detection was zilch. Then, as 
now, we tackled each challenge to ac-
cess, and, one woman at a time, made 
mammograms affordable and accessible 
to any woman – insured or uninsured.
 As a result, The Rose has seen a re-
duction in the stage of breast cancers di-
agnosed at our centers and through our 
mobile programs – especially among our 
uninsured population – mainly because 
we are returning to those populations 
and providing annual or semi-annual 
screening.
 How sad, that after nearly three de-
cades, the controversy continues. With 
so many demands on their time and at-
tention, women don’t need any reasons 
to delay screening; they need encour-
agement. So, again I say, because wom-
en matter, mammography does indeed 
matter.  
  Dorothy Gibbons

CEO and Co-Founder of The Rose
Edited due to length

Muecke on Berry 
Bayou fl ooding
 Why has it taken so long? Many years 
back our Mrs. Marie Flickinger and Mr. 
Coles Stringer, owner of the Ace Hard-
ware on Edgebrook, started trying to 
fi nd a way to resolve fl ooding in Freeway 
Manor, Sun Valley and Arlington Heights. 
Berry Bayou is a very complicated fl ood 
Plain. The terrain is very fl at, much of the 
area has been built up with homes and 
roads allowing less water to soak in and 
then we had to have the money allocated 
to do all this work.
 We got involved 9 years ago, with the 
help of a number of elected offi cials, we 
got things moving again. Properties were 
identifi ed and purchased for detention 
ponds at South Shaver and Hwy 3 (C506-
02-00), several ditches were concrete 
lined and then remedial work was done 
to clean the bottoms of several ditches. 
Rebuilding Edgebrook also helped. The 
detention ponds at Shaver/Hwy. 3/Cren-
shaw will have trees and shrubbery in-
stalled to enhance the looks.
 The problem ditch C106-03 still was 
the problem, still fl ooding parts of Edge-
brook and then the homes in Freeway 
Manor which Mrs. Marie Flickinger and 
Mr. Coles Stringer started on. In July 
2012, a meeting was held where over 
60 people attended and let their feelings 
be known. Since that meeting, the Harris 
County Flood Control District (HCFCD) 
was able to locate 23 acres at South 
Richey and Hwy 3 for a detention pond 
(C106-03-00). Most all property has been 
acquired or should be shortly. Bid date to 
construction is tentatively scheduled for 
April 2014. Currently HCFCD is removing 
trees and tending to other preconstruc-
tion details.
 This brings us to our problem ditch, 
C106-03. Work on this ditch consists of 
three phases. Phase 1 was done back in 
1989, but work stopped because it was 
realized a detention pond was needed. 
Phase 2, from Dakota street to the South 
Houston city limit near College Ave., is 
80% designed, just waiting on the fi nal 
design of the detention pond. Once this 
is resolved, we hope to see Phase 2 go 
to bid this Fall 2014. Phase 3, which ex-
tends from the City of South Houston 
into the Freeway Manor/Sun Valley area 
and across I-45 South, has been budget-
ed for design engineering to be started. 
Current estimate is that all this should be 
completed by 2017.
 What does this mean? A reduction in 
fl ooded homes and streets and – very 
important – the possibility of a reduction 
in fl ood insurance costs. Remember, it 
is impossible to resolve all fl ooding due 
to heavy rains. We cannot thank enough 
HCFCD and the various elected offi cials 
that have been with us in this endeavor. 
Good communication and understand-
ing has really helped. At our meeting on 
Thursday Feb. 20, we had 60 people come 
on a rainy evening to attend and receive 
this good information. Your support is 
greatly appreciated as it lets the elected 
offi cials know how important it is to get this 
issue resolved. 

James E. “Jim” Muecke

Park Manor of South Belt

We love our residents at Park Manor!  
Shown here are Jessica Hernandez, 
C.N.A., Bella Vita resident Sharon 
Macha, and Jason Shi, P.T.

Elected offi cials share their words

 Scam artists posing as police officers have 
been calling Harris County residents recently 
insisting that they pay $2,000 to avoid prose-
cution for missed jury service.
 Harris County District Clerk Chris Daniel 
said residents who receive calls should report 
them to the district clerk’s office jury opera-
tions at 713-755-6392 (and then hit 0) and 
the Houston Police or the Harris County 
Sheriff’s office.
 “Please do not fall prey to these con men,” 
Daniel said. “This same scam is going on 
now in Arizona, Indiana and Kansas. Do not 
be fooled.”
 Daniel said a con man will identify him-
self as a major or lieutenant in the Houston 
Police and say a person has incurred two 
fines totaling $2,000 for not appearing for 
jury service.  Scammers sometimes warn 
people to bring the money or risk arrest or 
prosecution.
 They tell people to pick up a money order 

for $2,000 at Wal-Mart and bring it to a 
downtown Houston location.
 People receiving the calls have checked the 
address for that location and found that it was 
not part of the Harris County court complex or 
district clerk’s office.
 “These con men prey on the vulnerable and 
unsuspecting,” Daniel said. “The district 
clerk’s office is turning over all the information 
that it has to law enforcement agencies so they 
can try to get these criminals off the street.”
 Area residents have been receiving calls 
for about two weeks. An elderly man was so 
worried that he made a trip downtown to see 
whether he needed to pay a fine or report for 
jury service.
 “This little old man came down here to a 
jury service window because he was scared,” 
Daniel said.
 The district clerk’s office has received no 
reports that any resident has been duped by 
the scam.

Jury service scam that’s plagued 
parts of U.S. has now hit Harris County

By Chris Daniel, Harris County District Clerk

SBHLL seeks carnival vendors
 The Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League is seeking crafts, food and merchandise 
vendors to participate in the league’s opening day carnival on Saturday, March 1. 
 Booth spaces are $100 per vendor. Those interested in participating should email 
league offi cials at sbhll@hotmail.com.

 Mavis Hammond Bunn 
Bynum, 79, of the South Belt 
area, died Thursday, Feb. 20, 
2014, at Park Manor in Hous-

Mavis Hammond 
Bunn Bynum

ton. She was born on Oct. 10, 
1934, in Griffi n, Ga.
 When she was a young 
girl, she quit school to help 
at home. She married Har-
vey Bunn and together they 
had two children. The cou-
ple divorced, leaving her to 
raise their two small children, 
Terry and Debra. During this 
time, she was a welder at a 
glass company in Atlanta, 
Ga., for many years.
 She later married Thomas 
Bynum and they had a son, 
Thomas Bynum. She attend-
ed community college and 
Pasadena night school tak-
ing management and other 
courses. She was a manager 
at Allen Arms Apartments for 
more than 15 years.
 Bynum made the choice 
to donate her body to science 
(Bio Gift). She wanted doc-

tors and medical students to 
learn what they could to help 
prevent the problems she had 
endured. She had COPD due 
to smoking for many years.
 Survivors include her 
brother, Thomas Hammond, 
of Griffi n, Ga.; children Ter-
ry Bunn and wife Regina of 
Decatur, Ala., Debra Bunn 
Murphy and husband Pat-
rick of Houston, and Thomas 
Bynum; grandchildren Crys-
tal Murphy, Marie Golden 
and husband Chris of Mus-
cle Shoals, Ala., and Bran-
di Carpenter and husband 
Alan of Decatur, Ala.; and 
great-grandchildren Brooke 
Golden, Taylor Golden, Anna 
Carpenter and Lauren Car-
penter.
 A celebration of Bynum’s 
life will be held for family 
and friends at a later date.

 The Harris County 
Appraisal District recently 
reported the initial results of 
the Texas Comptroller’s 2013 
Property Value Study to the 
board of directors.
 “The study is the only 
truly independent measure-
ment of how accurate and fair 
HCAD’s work is, and I’m 
pleased to report that the 
results are excellent,” said 
Sands Stiefer, chief appraiser. 
“The study found that in 
2013, we appraised residen-
tial property at a median level 
of 97 percent of market value. 
Commercial real property 
was appraised at a median of 
101 percent and business per-

Harris County Appraisal District 
reports results of property value study

sonal property at 99 percent. 
The study found our values to 
be very uniform, with more 
than 85 percent of the proper-
ty sampled having appraisal 
ratios within 10 percent of 
the median.”
 The study found that over-
all, the district achieved a 
median level of appraisal of 
1.03 percent. The target level 
is 100 percent. More than 
17,000 properties were 
reviewed for the study.
 The Property Value Study 
is an extensive and indepen-
dent review of the appraisal 
district’s appraisal perfor-
mance by the Texas Comp-
troller of Public Accounts. 

 The goal of the audit is to 
allow the state to reach an 
independent conclusion as to 
whether the district has com-
plied with the professional 
standards of appraisal and 
state law. 
 The comptroller also 
determines whether values in 
each school district meet 
appropriate levels of accura-
cy. 
 All school districts were 
found to be within 5 percent 
of the comptroller’s estimate 
of market value.
 The results of the study 
are used to ensure equitable 
distribution of state funding 
for public education.

Brett Jackson, Clear Brook High School Sym-
phonic Band.

Jackson National Merit Finalist, 
4-time All-State Band winner

 Brett Jackson placed 1st 
chair of the 5A Symphonic 
Band for his fourth All-State 
performance at the Texas 
Music Educators Association 

Clinic in San Antonio held 
recently. He is Clear Brook 
High School Band’s first 
four-year All-State musician 
and Clear Creek Independent 

School District’s first four-
year All-State tenor-trom-
bonist.
 Jackson was named a 
National Merit Finalist. He 
is a member of the National 
Honor Society and an Eagle 
Scout with Troop 1598.
 Other CBHS Band 
accomplishments include 
TMEA Region 17 All-
Region Band winners:  
 James Tichy, oboe; Cyn-
thia Chu, Joey Kastelic, 
Tommy McPhee, Corwin 
Sprunger, Hannah VanEg-
mond and Lauren Williams, 
clarinet; Adam Walker, 
trumpet; Kaitlyn Jayne, 
Randy Michnovicz and 
Zach Williams, French horn; 
Marco Balletto, Adam Es- 
trella and Brett Jackson, 
tenor trombone; and Caleb 
Drew and Pete Zaw, tuba.
 Region Jazz Band: 
Bryanna Molina, saxo-
phone; Josh Crocker, trom-
bone; Adam Walker, trum-
pet; Mitch Predella, guitar; 
and Sayer Kral, drums.
 Region Orchestra: Marco 
Balletto, trombone; and 
Randy Michnovicz, French 
horn.
 Freshman Region Band: 
Tommy McPhee, clarinet; 
Monica Cavazos, bassoon; 
Samantha Biskynis, French 
horn; Alex Raterink, Adam 
Estrella and Holly Frank, 
trombone; and Caleb Drew, 
tuba.

CORRECTION
 The Dobie High School and Beverly Hills Intermediate School honor rolls in last 
week’s edition (02/20/14) were incorrect. The corrected fourth six-weeks honor rolls 
for these schools will be printed in upcoming weeks’ editions. The Leader is sorry for 
any inconvenience this may have caused.

 The Houston Fire Department (HFD) is 
$8 million over budget in overtime expenses. 
There are a lot of questions being asked right 
now about how and why this happened. I 
think there’s a better, broader question to be 
asked. Does Houston have the right fire and 
emergency service delivery model?
 Eighty-five percent of all calls for HFD 
services are for emergency medical services, 
not fires. We have top notch firefighters, but 
are we deploying them correctly? While we 
must be well prepared for fires too, doesn’t it 
make more sense to scale our equipment and 
personnel to fit the needs of our city? The 
mayor has stated that we must look at the 
current workload of the department and reor-
ganize. Her proposed budget last year had $2 
million built in for a work demand analysis 
for HFD so we could start this process. This 
idea was scrapped during the budget process 
as council members put this money to other 
uses, including a summer jobs program.
 Why are we organized so heavily around 
fire equipment and personnel when clearly, 
more emphasis is needed on emergency med-
ical services? The numbers just don’t support 
our current operation. I’ve been told the rea-
son we have more fire engine and ladder 
companies than ambulances is so we can 
maintain our number one Insurance Services 
Office (ISO) rating and keep homeowners’ 
insurance rates low. ISO is a private, for-prof-

it company which has developed a huge 
database for providing statistical information 
to evaluate potential risk in certain areas. Fire 
departments often use the structure of the 
ISO rating to justify resources during the 
budget process.
 In 1997, Texas became one of the last 
states to adopt ISO’s Public Protection 
Classification System. Texas, while adopting 
the system, does not require insurance pro-
viders to use the ISO rating, allowing some 
companies to use their own data. State Farm, 
the nation’s largest insurance company was 
the first to stop using the ISO rating system 
in 2001. Instead of using theoretical data 
loss, State Farm looks at actual loss within a 
ZIP code.
 I’m not sure how dependent we need to be 
on the number one ISO rating. Research indi-
cates that now ISO ratings might have very 
little effect on homeowners’ insurance rates 
since some insurance companies do not even 
rely on them. I’m not suggesting we lower 
standards in any way when it comes to pro-
tecting our citizens. I just want to make sure 
we are smart about allocating all of our HFD 
resources, including overtime. We need to 
make sure our fire and emergency service 
delivery model makes sense for Houston in 
2014 and adjust accordingly. 
 Until then, budget shortfalls will surely 
continue.

HFD Overtime Problem – the Better Question
An open letter from Council Member Stephen Costello

 On Thursday, Feb. 20, 
2014, Council Member 
Dwight Boykins advocated 
for the safety of citizens and 
voted in opposition to a pro-
posed resolution by the 
Budget and Fiscal Affairs 
Committee. 
 Due to budgetary con-
cerns, the resolution seeks to 
deny additional funding to 
the Houston Fire Department, 
which will essentially require 
the department to reduce crit-
ical fire staff at fire stations in 
times of emergency. 
 For a fire department that 
is the third largest in the 

Boykins votes ‘no’ on committee 
resolution, ‘yes’ to public safety

United States and serves over 
2 million residents, any 
reduction of staff or increase 
in response time is danger-
ous.
 “The financial stability of 
our great city is a priority for 
all, yet ensuring the safety of 
residents is paramount. An 
increased response time 
endangers the lives of those 
within our communities, 
especially senior citizens and 
minority residents,” Boykins 
said. “It is proven that areas 
heavily populated by African 
Americans utilize emergency 
medical services in higher 

numbers than residential 
areas with other demograph-
ics. The responsibility of our 
City of Houston government 
is to protect and serve resi-
dents of the city; we are not 
protecting individuals and 
neighborhoods by cutting 
vital city services.”
 “Balancing a budget 
against the safety of our resi-
dents is not an option,” 
Boykins said. Boykins will 
continue to push for adequate 
funding for the Houston Fire 
Department and serve as a 
voice for the needs of those 
within the community.

Golf Carts, Kids Activities, Sno Cones Golf Carts, Kids Activities, Sno Cones 
and Banner sponsorship opportunities available. and Banner sponsorship opportunities available. 

For information, call 281-481-5656 For information, call 281-481-5656 
or email mynews@southbeltleader.comor email mynews@southbeltleader.com
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El Franco Lee Park El Franco Lee Park 
Thursday, May 1 to Thursday, May 1 to Saturday, May 3, 2014Saturday, May 3, 2014

$5 Admission at the gate$5 Admission at the gate
until 6 p.m. – $10 after 6 p.m.until 6 p.m. – $10 after 6 p.m.
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 The South Belt Leader 
received calls and a photo 
showing yellow-green wa-
ter coming from a faucet 
from Beverly Hills Interme-
diate.The following is the 
offi cial explanation from 
the district.
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District plumb-
ing supervisor reported that 
one of his plumbers and the 
building mechanic at Bever-
ly Hills changed out a water 
valve in the athletic wing 
on the day that the YouTube 
video was posted. They be-

Continued from Page 1A
 The incident marks the 
second time in less than a 
year that a newborn baby 
has been abandoned near 
the dumpster of a local 
apartment complex.
 In June 2013, an infant 
was abandoned at Park 

Center Apartments in the 
12300 block of Beamer.
 In that case, the child 
was discovered by a male 
resident at the complex. 
The infant was wrapped in 
a T-shirt and still had his 
umbilical cord and placen-
ta attached.

 The child, later dubbed 
Baby Aiden, was treated at 
Texas Children’s Hospital 
before being released to a 
foster family.
 Responding deputies 
from the Harris County 
Precinct 2 Constable’s of-
fi ce questioned local hos-

pitals and residents in the 
complex trying to identify 
the mother but got no sol-
id leads. No arrests were 
made.
 Residents are remind-
ed the incidents could 
have been avoided had the 

mother taken advantage of 
the state’s Safe Haven Law.
 Also known as the 
“Baby Moses” law, it al-
lows parents to drop off 
their child within 60 days 
of birth at any hospital, po-
lice station or fi re station 

with no questions asked. 
The law only requires that 
the baby be given direct-
ly to a person and not left 
alone. As long as the child 
has not been abused, the 
parent will not be prosecut-
ed.

lieve this activity caused 
extensive discoloration of 
water coming from the sink 
in the CTE area. Both the 
hot/cold water lines and the 
hot water circulating pump 
were shut off in order to 
change the valve. 
 It is common to have de-
bris dislodge any time a line 
is shut off and turned back 
on. They fl ushed the toilets 
and sinks in the area when 
they fi nished with repairs. 
This is the general proce-
dure to make sure the fl ush 
valves don’t stick from 

loose debris. They didn’t 
fl ush the area that this sink 
was located as they didn’t 
realize it was fed from the 
loop they shut down. The 
supervisor said it appeared 
the City of Houston was re-
placing valves in water lines 
near the campus. 
 It is believed these dis-
turbances contributed to an 
increased level of sediment/
particles in the system. The 
district will take water sam-
ple/tests from the campus in 
the near future to check for 
quality control issues.

Discolored water at BHI explained

Court finds home for baby dumped in apartment trash bin
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Looking for a Primary Care Doctor? 

Enayet Rahim, MD
• Accepting New Patients • Same Day 

Appointments Available • Open During 
Lunch Time • We take Medicaid, 

Medicare & most private insurance.
Discounts for patients without insurance.

Se Habla Español

Call 281-481-8500

Brook debate at Lamar High School
 For Clear Brook High 
School Debate, the week-
end of Feb. 14 nd Feb. 15 
found a small contingent of 
the team at Houston Lamar 
High School as they worked 
toward their last few 
remaining points of individ-
ual and team debate state 
qualifications.
 At the end of the meet, 
the public forum debate 
team of Elizabeth Isabell 
and Matt Garcia earned a 
quarterfinals finish which 
garnered the two remaining 
needed points for the state 
meet.
 An additional debate 
qualification, this time in 
Lincoln-Douglas debate, 
was brought home by 
Suketh Subramanya who 
came away with a third-
place finish. 
 Rounding out the suc-
cesses for the weekend was 
Connie Lee who earned 
first place in foreign extem-
poraneous speaking, earn-
ing her the state qualifica-
tion in this event.
 The state meet is set to 
be held in Cypress the first 
week of March.

Above, Suketh Subramanya earned a 
third-place fi nish in Lincoln-Douglas 
debate at the tournament. 
At left, Connie Lee displays the fi rst-
place trophy she won in foreign ex-
temporaneous speaking.
 Photos submitted

Clear Brook Debate competes in Texas City
 While the Clear Brook 
High School Debate Team 
of Connie Lee and Arian 
Shariatmadari attended the 
UIL 24 5A Cross Exami-
nation Debate District meet 
at Dickinson Jan. 31 and 
Feb. 1 and ranked as the 
alternate team to the UIL 
CX State meet, another 
contingent of the team was 
at Texas City High School 
competing where they came 
away with third place in 

domestic extemporaneous 
speaking by Andrew 
Barrett, and third place 
impromptu speaking by 
Suketh Subramanya.
 Also advancing to out 
rounds were the PF teams 
of Elizabeth Isabell and 
Matt Garcia, and Ruchika 
Bengani and Amogh Kul-
karni.
 Andrew Barrett also 
achieved quarterfinal status 
in Lincoln-Douglas debate.

Above are Clear 
Brook Debate Team 
members Andrew 
Barrett and Elizabeth 
Isabell; far left are 
Arian Shariatmadari 
and Connie Lee; and 
left is Matt Garcia.

Photos submitted

Students at Beverly Hills Intermediate strive to 
achieve positive characteristics to guide them 
throughout their lives. The characteristic for De-
cember was responsibility. December Bears of the 
Month were selected by the social studies department 
as best representing this characteristic. Students re-
ceived a special Bear paw-print pin and a Bear of the 

BHI Bears named for December

Month T-shirt to wear. December Bears are, left to 
right, (front row) Gerrard Carson, Monica Solis, Na-
talie Gandara, Victoria Solis, Leah Escobar, (middle 
row) Maria Jasso Huerta, Arely Toledo, Austin Luu, 
Marcely Tsikis, (back row) Kamsi Ik-Ejiofor, Douglas 
Jones,  Alejandro Marquez and Roberto Campa.  
 Photo submitted

 On Saturday, Feb. 8, the 
Pasadena Independent School 
District held its Spring 
2014 Chess Exhi-bition at 
Beverly Hills Intermediate. 
Four high schools, five 
intermediate schools, five 
middle schools, and five 
elementary schools, or a 
total of 19 campuses, sent 

PISD Spring 2014 Chess Exhibition Feb. 8
students to the event. 
Eighteen of the schools par-
ticipating were from Pasa-
dena ISD, and one (Bon-
nette Jr. High) was from 
Deer Park ISD. In all, 137 
students participated. The 
top finishers in each divi-
sion are listed in the table at 
right.

Division Place Name Campus Grade Score

Elementary (3 4)

1 (Tie)

Michael Cortez South Shaver 4 4.0
Mario Gonzalez South Houston Elem 4 4.0
Oscar Lopez Williams 4 4.0
Cristian Paisano South Shaver 4 4.0

2 Julia Lozano Williams 3 3.5

3 (Tie)

Dylan Campos Frazier 3 3.0
Luke Chavez L. F. Smith 4 3.0
Rosie Laredo Frazier 4 3.0
Albert Ngo Frazier 4 3.0
Jonathan Orozco South Shaver 4 3.0
Elijah Robinson Frazier 4 3.0
Nestor Zacarias South Shaver 4 3.0

Middle (5 6)

1 (Tie) Julio Espinoza Shaw 6 5.0
Victor Vargas Shaw 6 5.0

2 (Tie)

Lee Chavez Shaw 6 4.0
Marcus Doss Morris 6 4.0
Johnny Hernandez Shaw 6 4.0
Eloy Sanchez Melillo 6 4.0
Minh To Morris 6 4.0
Joshua Turrubiates Morris 5 4.0

3 (Tie)

Adam Espinoza Shaw 5 3.5
Zachary Glover Morris 5 3.5
Jeremiah Little Morris 6 3.5
Joshua Lujan Milstead 5 3.5
Timmy Phan Morris 6 3.5
Braxton Shaw Bonnette 6 3.5
Kevin Snow Williams 5 3.5
Kobe Thompson Melillo 6 3.5

Intermediate (7 8)

1 (Tie) Kamsi Ike Beverly Hills 8 5.0
Kimberli Izaguirre Beverly Hills 8 5.0

2 (Tie) Chandler Bui Beverly Hills 8 4.0
Noelle Phan Beverly Hills 8 4.0

3 (Tie)

Tommy Hernandez Beverly Hills 8 3.5
Rachel Mondragon Beverly Hills 8 3.5
Natalie Orta Beverly Hills 8 3.5
Tanner Vega Beverly Hills 7 3.5

High School
1 Malik Booker South Houston 12 6.0
2 Michelle Thomas Dobie 10 5.0
3 Hector Carillo Pasadena 11 4.5

 Leslie Axel oversaw the 
logistics for the tournament, 
BHI Chess Coaches Grant 
Pector and Joe Fee and 
assistant principal Cristina 
Serna made sure all the 
rooms were set up, Bob 
Bartel directed the high 
school division, and Dobie 
Chess Coaches Tracy What-
ley and Andrew Kirkpatrick 
and their team of volunteers 
ran the concession stand.
 Linda Hoffpauir, Elena 
Gonzalez, Kathleen Larson, 
and Teresa Salinas handed 
registration and results tab-
ulation, and the BHI custo-
dian kept the building 
clean.
 Except for high school, 
each student played five 
games, receiving one point 
for each win and a half-
point for each draw.
 In the high school divi-
sion, all students played 
four games, and the top fin-
ishers played one or two 
additional games in a play-
off round. Students with a 
total score of 5.0 won all 
five of their games.

 A retention pond behind 
the Education Village in 
Clear Creek Independent 
School District has been 
transformed into a unique 
outdoor space that is part 
classroom and part environ-
mental project.
 With the guidance of the 
Texas Coastal Watershed 
Program and Texas Sea 
Grant, teachers, students and 
community volunteers creat-
ed a floating wetlands area.
 The project is the first of 
its kind at a Texas public 
school. The floating wet-
lands showcase a new tech-
nique for improving water 
quality in stormwater deten-
tion and retention ponds 
while providing students 
with a hands-on way to learn 
about their local environ-
ment.
 “Besides providing a 
great learning experience for 
the kids, we are demonstrat-
ing how water quality 
improvements with wetlands 
can integrate with flood con-
trol,” said Mary Carol 
Edwards, a stormwater wet-
lands specialist at the Texas 
Coastal Watershed Program/
Texas A&M AgriLife Ex- 
tension Service and the proj-
ect coordinator.
 The islands are buoyant 
rafts of recycled plastic 
fibers on which wetland 
plants can grow. Roots work 
their way through the mesh 
of the islands and into the 
water, where they take up 
fertilizer and other contami-
nants washed into the pond 
with the stormwater. The 
rafts also develop communi-
ties of wetland micro-organ-
isms, which break down pol-
lutants in the water. The 
islands are anchored and can 
rise and fall as the water 
level in the pond changes.
 Students at Mossman Ele-
mentary School, Bayside 

Education Village 
in CCISD home 
to wetlands project

Intermediate School and 
Clear Falls High School 
helped care for the plants in 
a greenhouse at Education 
Village.
 Career and technical edu-
cation students at Clear Falls 
made the concrete anchors. 
 CCISD students and 
community members of all 
ages volunteered in Novem-
ber to install the floating 
islands.

Dobie’s Air Force JROTC Rocketry Team com-
peted Saturday, Feb. 15, at Cleveland High 
School’s JROTC Rocketry meet held at the Cleve-
land Municipal Airport. A total of 12 schools com-
peted, and Dobie’s team was able to place fi rst in 
the Duration Parachute category. Team members 

JROTC Rocketry Team takes first place

pictured are, left to right, (front row) Jennifer Guti-
errez, LeAndra Gonzales, Zackery Carter, Michael 
Noschese, (back row) cadets Adam Hawkins (team 
captain), Haley Schott, Luke McDonald, Emerson 
Cerato, James Quijas and Lorissa Saiz.
 Photo submitted
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 Mariners may start off as 
deckhands, but the industry 
allows for quick growth if a 
person is willing to put forth 
the hard work and training. 
Earning the title of captain is 
a journey many have made 
over the years at the Galves-
ton Island Ferry.
 As master of the ship, the 
captain is a maritime position 
loaded with responsibilities 
of overseeing all other posi-
tions, as well as navigation 
and overall safety of the pas-
sengers and crewmembers. 
It’s a title that Capt. Johnny 
Smith and Capt. Tammy 
Samuel have spent years 
training and working their 
way up to receive.
 “Working in the maritime 
industry takes a positive per-

Career Glance: 

Training to navigate as captain of a vessel
son who wants to work and 
move his or her way up the 
career ladder,” said Smith, 
who got his start in the mari-
time industry as a deckhand 
in 1985 working on a private 
excursion vessel. 
 “I started at the ferry in 
the summer of 1989 as a 
deckhand, and then earned 
additional certifications to 
promote to able-bodied sea-
man, and mate and then 
applied for captain, master of 
a motor vessel, 1,600 ton or 
greater,” Smith added.
 Both Smith and Samuel 
are in charge of navigation, 
supervision of the crew, dele-
gation of daily duties, safety 
rules and regulations, keep-
ing a deck log, and communi-
cation with passengers.

 Like Smith, Samuel start-
ed as a deckhand with the 
ferry, progressively earning 
U.S. Coast Guard certifica-
tions to become a captain. 
 At one point, she spent 
time working offshore as an 
able-bodied seaman. 
 Samuel said many people 
move from offshore to work 
on the ferry, which allows for 
them to come home in the 
evening, or they’ll leave to 
work offshore for additional 
work and pay. 
 A captain’s pay varies, start-
ing at approximately $4,000 a 
month in Galveston and in- 
creasing with years on the job. 
 Captains who work off-
shore will make more money 
due to higher demand for 

work hours, spending weeks 
or months away from home 
and different responsibilities 
of the job according to the 
industry.
 “On the boat, everyone 

plays an important role from 
the deckhand to the able-bod-
ied seaman to the mates cap-
tain,” said Samuel. “In this 
industry, there is a lot of 
opportunity to move up.”

39th ANNUAL

CLEAR LAKECLEAR LAKE
GEM, MINERALGEM, MINERAL
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Internet: http://www.clgms.org
Proceeds Benefit Local Schools

PASADENA
CONVENTION CENTER

7902 Fairmont Parkway
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$1.00 off 
Adult ticket 
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Adult $7.00

 Area college educators can 
find out about new federal 
financial aid regulations and 
other timely issues at the 
College Success and Survival 
town hall meeting at San 
Jacinto College on Thursday, 
Feb. 27, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
 The meeting is free and 
will be held in the Monument 
Room, located in the Slova-
cek Student Center on the 
North campus, 5800 Uvalde 
Road in Houston.
 In addition to financial aid 
regulations, discussion will 
also focus on state account-
ability measures for higher 
education.
 A panelist of experts in the 

Educators can learn about 
new financial aid regulations

field of higher education 
accountability will be on hand 
to provide information and 
updates. Panelists will include 
Linda Ballard, Texas Southern 
University (TSU) executive 
director of financial aid; Dr. 
Ronald Brown, TSU Jesse H. 
Jones School of Business 
executive director for organi-
zational effectiveness; and 
Robert Merino, San Jacinto 
College financial aid director.
 The meeting is sponsored 
by the Texas Association of 
Black Personnel in Higher 
Education. Anyone planning 
to attend may RSVP at 
TABPHEHouston@gmail.
com.
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Over The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY 12TH BIRTHDAY, BRAYDEN!
 Brayden Espinosa will turn 12 years 
old Saturday, March 1. Lots of hugs and 
best wishes for a wonderful birthday are 
sent from proud grandparents Jannie and 
Robert Scarberry of South Belt; mom Jenny 
Hayes, Benny Moreno, and sisters Baylee 
Espinosa and Livvy Moreno; uncle Tyler 
Scarberry; aunt Stacey Flowers, uncle 
Stephen and cousins Kennedy, Owen and 
Evie; uncle Joey Hayes; and uncle Austin 
Scarberry, Tiffany and cousin Jade.

MATT CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Best wishes for a great birthday March 3 
are sent to Matt Walker from his friends and 
staff at the Leader. 

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays Feb.  27 through March 5.

Burnett Elementary
 A special birthday greeting is sent to Nora 
Chapa Feb. 28. Light the birthday candles 
March 2 for Connie Aviles.

Moore Elementary
 Sharing a birthday Feb. 28 are Adriana 
Ramirez and Priscilla Nguyen-Vu. The day 

for a party for Damaris Vargas is March 4. 
Paula Carter enjoys a birthday March 5.  

Melillo Middle School
 The day for a birthday cake for Iver 
McDonald is March 4.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 The day for a party for Shay Woodruff is 
Feb. 28. Blow out the birthday candles on 
March 5 for Elizabeth Ferguson.

Thompson Intermediate
 Celebrating a birthday on Feb. 28 is Linda 
Tije. March 1 is the day for Katina Kirk to 
celebrate a birthday. Light the birthday can-
dles March 2 for Cynthia Lozano. Blow out 
the birthday candles March 5 for Amanda 
Ogden.

Dobie High
 Celebrating  a birthday Feb. 27 is 
Christopher Rojas. David Chollett and 
Zoila Salazar and Amanda Tetuyev share a 
birthday Feb. 28. On March 1, birthday wishes 
are sent to Jason Roth. Erin Thompson is 
wished a happy birthday March 3. Birthday 
greetings are sent to Andria Senegal on 
March 4. Blow out the birthday candles for 
Angela Kresse March 5. 

FACEBOOK FRIENDS 

CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends happy birthday wishes 
to its Facebook friends who celebrate a birth-
day this week:
 Thursday, Feb. 27: Sarah Tremont, Cindy 
Banhart, Miguel Villarreal, Jared Layne 
and Beth Northrup; Friday, Feb. 28: Jessica 
Shannon, Rudy Peralez, Kim Brown and 
James Myers; Saturday, March 1: Jacquie 
Farrey; Sunday, March 2: Sunshine Lane; 
Monday, March 3: Craig Joseph, Kelley 
Pennington, Mike Chuter, Francesca 
Cash and Jonathan Herridge; Tuesday, 
March 4: Susan Rogers, Vanessa Murillo, 
Miranda Robertson-Riley, Leslie Lytle, 
Gigi Childers, Chaunte Harvey, Linda 
Eckerman, Michael Krafka and Nan Laux; 
and Wednesday, March 5: Laura Arnett, 
Marty Pendleton, Karen Gonzalez, Amy 
Tisnado, Chris Lively, Mary Granger and 
Camille Maloney.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, con-
gratulations, etc., to mynews@southbeltlead 
er.com with OTBF in the subject line. 
 Items must be submitted by Friday noon for 
the next week’s publication.

Remember When
35 years ago ( 1979)

 The South Belt area had 
been approved for a new el-
ementary school to be built 
on Hall Road, in the Pasa-
dena Independent School 
District.
 Frank Braden was offi-
cially announced the new 
principal of J. Frank Dobie 
High School.

30 years ago (1984)
 Trustees of the Pasa-
dena Independent School 
District approved a plan to 
purchase 168 computers for 
instructional use through-
out the district. House Bill 
26 was expected to man-
date the use of instructional 
computers throughout the 
state.
 Bo Beaty was re-elected 
chief of the Southeast Vol-
unteer Fire Department.

25 years ago (1989)
 Deciding he had fi nally 

put in his “100 percent,” 
Thompson Intermedi-
ate School Principal E.J. 
Ritchey changed the di-
rection of his commitment 
to community service and 
announced his retirement 
from public education.
 At least 15 burglaries in 
the South Belt area were 
cleared through the efforts 
of deputies from Precinct 2 
Constable Gary Freeman’s 
office.

20 years ago (1994)
 Thompson Intermediate 
School’s academic games 
team beat Beverly Hills 
Intermediate’s team to win 
the district championship.
 Clear Brook High 
School athletes Audrey 
Gregory, Paul Vining, 
Andrea Bahlo, Mary 
Crouch and Satsuki Sokol 
qualified for the UIL state 
swimming and diving 
meet.

15 years ago (1999)
 Councilman Rob Todd 
announced that the City 
Council Aviation Commit-
tee approved plans to enter 
into a 30-year agreement 
with SkyComm Technolo-
gies Inc. to lease 304,920 
square feet of land at El-
lington Field for expansion 
of its telecommunications 
business.
 Clear Brook High 

School senior Jamal Smith 
signed a scholarship agree-
ment to play football for the 
University of Southwest 
Louisiana.

10 years ago (2004)
 The body of a male was 
found outside the gate of the 
home at 10407 Kirkshire in 
the Sagemont Park subdivi-
sion. According to Houston 
Police Department offi cials, 
he was thought to be one of 
four suspects in an attempt-
ed home invasion at 10411 
Kirklane the previous night. 
Offi cials reported that there 
was an exchange of gunfi re 
between the homeowner 
and the suspects outside the 
Kirklane home. The suspect 
died from gunshot wounds 
to his hand and chest while 
he was running from the 
scene.
 An anonymous source 
alerted the Leader to a Drug 
Enforcement Agency drug 
raid on Colt Canyon at 
Chimney Trail in the 
Riverstone Ranch subdivi-
sion.

5 years ago (2009)
 Mayor Bill White was 
guest of honor at a ban-
quet celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce. Several other 
elected offi cials attend-
ed the event, as did board 

members from San Jacinto 
College and the Pasadena 
Independent School Dis-
trict and representatives 
from several local civic 
groups. Mike Newkham, 
unit director of the Black-
hawk H-E-B, was named 
the Chamber Member of 
the Year. San Jacinto Col-
lege Chancellor Dr. Bill 
Lindemann was named Cit-
izen of the Year. 
 Longtime Dobie basket-
ball coach Scott Talton died 
while working on his fami-
ly home in Pasadena. He 
joined the Dobie High 
School faculty and coach-
ing staff prior to the 1979-
80 school year. He had 
retired at the age of 59 fol-
lowing the 2007-2008 
school year after winning 
his 500th career varsity 
game. 
 A house in the 10200 
block of Olentangy near 
Kingspoint Road caught 
fire. The fire, which 
engulfed the entire house, 
was so intense it took sever-
al units from the Houston 
Fire Department to extin-
guish it. Fortunately, no one 
was injured, as the home’s 
residents were able to 
escape through the back 
door of the house.

1 year ago (2013)
 A motorcyclist was 

Idalia R. Rivera-Matos, MD, FAAPlia R. Rivera-Matos, MD, FAAP
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killed in a traffi c accident 
that took place in the 1000 
block of Genoa Red Bluff 
Road. The victim, Daniel 
Martinez, 57, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 
According to police, Mar-
tinez was driving a Harley 
Davidson motorcycle and 
traveling east on Genoa 
Red Bluff  Road as a red 
Ford F-250 pickup truck 
towing a trailer with lawn 
equipment was traveling 
west on the street. When 
the driver of the truck 
turned left (south) on Old 
Genoa Red Bluff Road, 
the motorcyclist struck 
the trailer and died at the 
scene. The driver of the 
truck did not show signs 
of intoxication. He was 
cited for failure to yield 
the right of way and re-
leased.

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas       281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer

 • Braces Without Tooth Removal

 • Headgear NOT Required

 • Insurance Assignment Accepted 

 • Quality and Caring Office 

 • Certified Specialist

Serving the South Belt Area Since 1981

Second 
Opinions
Welcome

 The Battleship Texas 
Foundation, working in part-
nership with the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, 
will celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the commissioning 
of the Battleship Texas with 
two events next month.
 There will be a private 
final crew reunion aboard the 
Texas Wednesday, March 12, 
and a public family festival at 
the San Jacinto Battle-ground 
State Historic Site on 
Saturday, March 15.
 Both events will honor the 
Battleship Texas, its legend-
ary history and pay tribute to 
the surviving crew members 
who proudly served on the 
ship during World War II. 
Commissioned on March 12, 
1914, the Texas served in 
both world wars and is the 
last remaining “dreadnought,” 
or big-gun battleship. It is a 
beloved icon which was part 
of many firsts including the 
first U.S. battleship to launch 
an airplane and to house 
anti-aircraft guns. It was 
awarded five battle stars 
during World War II.
 On Wednesday, March 12, 
a private centennial ceremony 
honoring the returning World 
War II crew members will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. on the 
decks of the Texas, followed 
by a reunion luncheon. Com-
memorating the actual 100th 
anniversary of the ship’s com-
missioning on March 12, 
1914, the ceremony will rec-
ognize the crew members with 
a special tribute and medal 
presentation, military fanfare 
and a keynote speaker.
 The festivities will contin-
ue on Saturday, March 15, 
with a public, family-friendly 
festival featuring Robert Earl 
Keen’s “A Texas Uprising” at 
the San Jacinto Battleground 
State Historic Site adjacent to 
the ship.
 Saturday’s centennial cele-
bration will also feature:
 • Tours of the Texas from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 • Headliner musical en- 
tertainment
 • 12:30 to 2 p.m. Kelly 
Willis & Bruce Robison
 • 3 to 4:30 p.m. Charlie 
Robison
 • 5:30 to 7 p.m. Reckless 

Battleship Texas 
celebrates 100th

Kelly
 • 8 to 9:30 p.m. Robert 
Earl Keen
 • A ceremony honoring 
Texas crewmembers at 
approximately 2 p.m.
 • Dedication of donated 
house to U.S. veteran by the 
Texas Sentinels Organization
 • TPWD interactive booths 
for all ages
 • World War II vintage 
aircraft flyovers
 • Historical zones high-
lighting World War I and 
World War II including mili-
tary artifacts
 • Battleship Texas Walk of 
History
 • Local restaurants and 
gourmet food trucks
 • Fireworks display at 
closing
 “The Battleship Texas is 
an enduring symbol of 
strength, and we want to cel-
ebrate her service and honor 
the men who served and 
risked their lives for our free-
dom,” says Bruce Bramlett, 
executive director of the 
Battleship Texas Foundation. 
“Throwing the Texas a 100th 
commissioning celebration is 
the least we can do, and we 
know it will be an incredible 
and memorable day for for-
mer crew members, our local 
community and for our state. 
The community has been 
very supportive of the cele-
brations, and we have re- 
ceived generous sponsorships 
from multiple corporations ... 
and many local municipali-
ties.”
 The centennial celebration 
will take place regardless of 
weather conditions. 
 Pre-sale tickets are avail-
able now for $14 at www.
battleshiptexas.org through 
the day of the festival or $20 
at the gate. Children 12 and 
younger are free. Discounted 
prices are available for veter-
ans, $8 pre-sale and $15 at 
the gate. VIP ship event tick-
ets are also available for pur-
chase. All proceeds raised 
from the centennial celebra-
tion will go toward preserv-
ing the ship for future gener-
ations.
 To learn more or to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.bat 
tleshiptexas.org 

 South Belt resident Cyn-
thia Alvarado, the managing 
director of the Midtown 
Management District, will be 
overseeing  the coordination 
of Midtown Art in the Park. 
 South Belt fine artists and 
fine craft artisans of every 
medium are invited to apply 
for consideration for the 
eighth annual Midtown Art in 
the Park fine art festival. The 
outdoor festival is scheduled 
to take place on Saturday, 
April 12, in historic Elizabeth 
Baldwin Park.
 The festival features local 
and regional artists selling 
their original creations of the 
highest quality along a quarter 
mile shaded walking path that 
meanders through Baldwin 
Park.
 The goal of this festival is 

Midtown Art in 
the Park April 12

to provide patrons with the 
highest quality of artistic 
work available. 
 Towering oak trees, picnic 
and game tables, signature 
Midtown benches, a chil-
dren’s playground and a 
Heritage Gazebo make this 
festival a unique urban event.
 Art in the Park is managed 
as a project of the Midtown 
Cultural Arts & Entertainment 
District. The program is pre-
sented by the Midtown 
Management District, with 
additional support from cor-
porate donors.
 The deadline for artists to 
apply has been extended to 
Friday, March 14, 2014. 
Applications are available 
online at http://www.mid 
townartinthepark.com/ under 
“Application.”

 Parents and high school 
students are invited to the 
third annual Hispanic Edu-
cation Summit on Saturday, 
March 1.
 San Jacinto College, in 
partnership with Houston’s 
Neighborhood Centers Inc., 
Initiatives for All Houston, 
Workforce Solutions, the 
University of Houston, and 
Domino’s Pizza, will host 
panel discussions, workshops 
and information booths for 
parents and high school stu-
dents who are planning their 
higher education and career 
goals.
 A panel discussion with 
various college graduates 
will focus on Being Latino in 
College.
 San Jacinto College edu-
cational planning and finan-
cial aid staff will be on hand 
for the College Application 

San Jac to host Hispanic 
Education Summit

Process and How to Pay for 
College workshops. 
 Other workshops sched-
uled include Preparing for 
College and Learn About 
Careers. 
 Representatives from 
other community organiza-
tions, community colleges, 
and universities will also be 
on hand throughout the day 
for additional questions and 
information.
 The Hispanic Education 
Summit takes place on 
Saturday, March 1, from 1 to 
5 p.m. at the Cleveland-
Ripley Neighborhood Center 
at 720 Fairmont Parkway in 
Pasadena. The event is free 
and open to high school stu-
dents and parents. Regis-
tration is required to attend.
 For more information, and 
to register, call 713-944-
9186. Space is limited.

Author of 
Voices of the Alamo 

visits Frazier 4th-grade

Pictured with author Sherry Garland (front, center) are, left to right, 
Samantha Gama, Alicia Davila, Alissa Dawson, Gisselle Abrego, John 
Bermea, Fernanda Davila, Frazier librarian Christine Roberts and Ty 
Bennett.

Texas author Sherry Garland visited with Frazier El-
ementary fourth-grade students on Friday, Feb. 21, in 
the school library. The author presented Texas history 
as depicted in her book, Voices of the Alamo. Garland’s 
presentation brings history to life using visual artifacts 
and active student participation.

During the presentation, R.J. Schreier (shown below) 
portrayed Davy Crockett and Hailey Henderson (at 
right) depicted a Texas trail rider. Several students 
purchased an autographed copy of the author’s book. 
 Photos submitted

 Graduation
ANNOUNCEMENTS

• Top Quality • Reasonable Prices 
• Excellent Service

South Belt Graphics 
& Printing
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY
Attend the

Church of Your Choice
 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School              9:45 a.m.
 The Fountain (Contemporary)     5 p.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future, Inc.
Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, 
Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

281-464-2366281-464-2366
12490 Scarsdale Blvd.12490 Scarsdale Blvd.

FREE  REGISTRATION - Good  Thru  March 13FREE  REGISTRATION - Good  Thru  March 13

Ages served 6 weeks - 11 years

Ms. Janetʼs is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, 
including  MELILLO & MORRIS Middle Schools and SOUTH BELT Elementary.

281-538-5310281-538-5310
3007 Invincible Dr. League City3007 Invincible Dr. League City

LOW PRICES

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

I need a pregnancy test
I need to know what to do

We are here for you.  We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South 

Crisis Pregnancy Center

Hobby Lions 
Club to meet

 Hobby Airport Lions 
Club will meet Wednesday, 
March 5, at noon at the 
Golden Corral at Fuqua and 
I-45. 
 For more information, 
email HobbyAirportLions 
@gmail.com.

Students at Beverly Hills Intermediate strive to 
achieve positive characteristics to guide them through-
out their lives. The characteristic for January was ini-
tiative.  January Bears of the Month were selected by 
the music department as best representing this char-
acteristic. Students receive a special Bear paw-print 

BHI Bears named for January

pin and a Bear of the Month T-shirt to wear. January 
Bears are, left to right, (front row) Katherine Orta, 
Lacie Johnson, Camryn Uwaifo, Ty’via Taulton, Cen-
sier Lynch, (back row) Lily Tran, Alex Cuaping, Kaz-
zandra Sanchez, Dmitri Vu, Adriana Fisher and Gar-
rett Barrientos. Photo submitted

Erich and Ann Pen of Webster, formerly of South Belt, announce the en-
gagement and upcoming marriage of their daughter, Amy Pen, to Alan 
Charnock, son of Edwin and Jane Charnock of Midlothian, Texas. The 
bride-to-be graduated from the University of Dallas in 2011 with a Bachelor 
of Arts in drama. She is a member of the Actor’s Equity Association and is 
a professional stage manager. She grew up in the South Belt area attending 
Frazier Elementary, Thompson Intermediate and Dobie High School. She 
was also an active member of St. Luke’s Catholic Church and Girl Scout 
Troop 1776. The prospective groom graduated from the University of Dallas 
in 2010 with Bachelor of Arts in English and drama. He is an Eagle Scout. 
The couple are planning a late-April wedding at The Chapel of The Cross 
in Dallas. They currently reside in New York City.

Pen, Charnock engaged

BRAYDEN 
ESPINOSA
 March 1, 2014 

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!
Mom, Benny, Livvy, Baylee and 
Grandma & Grandpa Scarberry

HAPPY 12TH BIRTHDAYHAPPY 12TH BIRTHDAY

 The Catholic Community of
                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Desmond Daniels, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español

Mardi Gras:  7:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 4th

Mass followed by Palm Burning & a potluck dessert social

 Ash Wednesday Schedule Ash Wednesday Schedule
                 March 5th

 6:00 a.m.  – Prayer Service with ashes
 9:00 a.m.  – Mass with ashes
 12:15 p.m. – Prayer Service with ashes
 3:30 p.m.  – Servicio de Oracion con cenizas
 5:00 p.m.  – Prayer Service with ashes
 7:00 p.m.  – Prayer Service with ashes
 8:30 p.m. – Servicio de Oracion con cenizas

This Sunday with Rev. Joni Sutton:

www.KSCchurch.org

“Our Playbook”
Psalm 119: 9-11

Kirkwood South Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Where God Makes Lives Better
10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)

281-481-0004
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.

Local library events set
Parker Williams Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Park-
er Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd., Feb. 27 
through March 5.
 Volunteers from AARP Tax-Aide will be in the li-
brary meeting room to assist with tax questions and fi l-
ing a tax return. Tax assistance will be available Mon-
days through Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. through 
April 14. 
 Call the library for more information.
 Movie Madness is scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 27, 
at 4 p.m. 
 Phone the library for title. Also on Feb. 27, at 2:30 
p.m. there will be a book discussion on The Butler by 
Will Haywood.
 Preschool storytime is at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, and 
toddler storytime is at 10:30 a.m. Thursday. 
 Vietnamese storytime is held every Saturday at 10 
a.m., 11 a.m., noon and 2:30 p.m. 
 For more information on these programs, call the li-
brary at 281-484-2036.

Bracewell Neighborhood Library
 The Bracewell Neighborhood Library, 9002 
Kingspoint Drive, recently announced its programs for 
Feb. 27 through March 5.
 On Thursday, Feb. 27, Computer Basics is scheduled 
at 2 p.m., Internet Basics at 3:30 p.m., and Intro to MS 
Powerpoint at 5 p.m.
 Family storytime will be at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
March 4, and at 11 a.m., a family craft is scheduled.
 Baby/toddler storytime will be at 10:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, March 5, with a baby/toddler playgroup at 
11 a.m.
 On Wednesday, March 5, at 3:15 p.m., Computer 
Basics is scheduled, and at 4:30 p.m., is Internet 
Basics.
 For information about any of these programs, call 
the Bracewell Neighborhood Library at 832-393-2580.

Several Harris County offi cials met with repre-
sentatives from Jack Mormon’s offi ce to discuss 
Edgebrook area fl ood control at the Berry Bayou 
and tributaries meeting on Feb. 20. Pictured at the 
meeting are, left to right, Gene Rushing, project 
manager, Harris County Flood Control District; 
Nick Crnkovic, president of the Freeway Manor 

Berry Bayou fl ood meeting held

Civic Club; State Rep. Carol Alvarado, District 145; 
James E. “Jim” Muecke, project coordinator; Jer-
emy Phillips, senior director of infrastructure for 
Harris County Commissioner Pct. 2 Jack Morman; 
and Russ Poppe, director of operations, assistant di-
rector, Harris County Flood Control District. (See 
related letter on Page 2A.) Photo submitted

Golf Carts, Kids Activities, Sno Cones and Banner sponsorship opportunities available. 
For information, call 281-481-5656 or email mynews@southbeltleader.comFor information, call 281-481-5656 or email mynews@southbeltleader.com

www.southbeltspectacular.comwww.southbeltspectacular.com

Games & Rides for KidsGames & Rides for Kids
Family Attractions • Great Food & Good FunFamily Attractions • Great Food & Good Fun

El Franco Lee Park 
Thursday, May 1 to Saturday, May 3, 2014

$5 Admission at the gate until 6 p.m.$5 Admission at the gate until 6 p.m.
$10 Admission after 6 p.m.$10 Admission after 6 p.m.

–– Free admission for ages 12 & under –––– Free admission for ages 12 & under ––

Proceeds fund South Belt FireworksProceeds fund South Belt Fireworks
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South Belt South Belt 
CookoffCookoff

Presents 

18th 18th 
Annual Annual 
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 Wedding writeups must be run in the 
newspaper, not submitted, in the time 
outlined: 

 From wedding date to six weeks – 
photo and full article; Six weeks to three 
months – photo and limited information; 
After three months from wedding date – 
will not be run.

 Engagement and wedding announce-
ments are published free of charge on a 
fi rst come, fi rst served basis. Information 
must be submitted by noon on Friday to 
be considered for the next issue.

Wedding, 
engagement policies

CCART to meet March 3
 A joint meeting between 
the Clear Creek Association 
of Retired Teachers and the 

La Porte Association of 
Retired Teachers will be 
held on an earlier date than 
its usual meeting time, slat-
ed for Monday, March 3. 
Scott Griffin will be the 
speaker. Griffin has done 
multiple presentations 
about Sam Houston on 
PBS. 
 The meeting will be held 
at Bay Area Community 

Center in Clear Lake Park, 
5002 NASA Parkway.
 Meetings begin at 9:30 
a.m. for coffee and cookies 
with the opportunity to visit 
with friends and former col-
leagues. The business meet-
ing begins at 10 a.m. 
 All Texas retired school 
employees from the area 
are invited to join. Annual 
dues are $35. 

VOTE
March 4

Dobie to honor alumni, staff in Hall of Honor ceremony
 Dobie High School 
will hold its second annu-
al Hall of Honor induction 
ceremony at the campus 
auditorium Friday, Feb. 
28, at 7 p.m.
 The function will honor 
four alumni, three fallen 
heroes, one faculty mem-
ber and one community 
volunteer.
 Distinguished alumni 
being inducted include 
Malcolm Jacobson (Class 
of 1980), an expert in the 
fi eld of alternative energy; 
Reginald Godbolt (Class 
of 1987), a career military 

man; Robert Flores (Class 
of 1988), a national sports 
broadcaster; and Trevor 
Cobb (Class of 1989), a 
former NFL football play-
er.
 Fallen heroes being 
honored include Jerry 
Stowe (Class of 1971), a 
Houston police offi cer; 
Robert Bebee (Class of 
1990), a Houston fi refi ght-
er; and Danny Frye (Class 
of 1978), a member of the 
U.S. Coast Guard.
 Former Dobie basket-
ball coach Scott Talton is 
the lone faculty member to 

be honored.
 Central Ace Hardware 

CEO Ron Williams (Class 
of 1971) will be honored 

at the event as a communi-
ty volunteer.

 The event is free and 
open to the public.
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14020 Galveston Road 
Suite 180

Webster, Texas  77598
281-218-6744

Catering - 713-412-8807

5968 Fairmont Parkway 
Suite F

Pasadena, Texas  77505
281-487-1400

Catering - 281-979-6846

www.savannahcafeandbakery.comwww.savannahcafeandbakery.com

Call and ask about ourCall and ask about our

COOKIE 
DECORATING

PARTIES
VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL 

YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS
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 281-479-5247
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UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR
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Dobie’s Air Force JROTC competed at the Cy-
press Fairbanks Independent School District Pres-
ident’s Day Drill Meet on Feb. 8 against 22 other 
high schools. The competition was fi erce and Do-
bie’s coed color guard team was able to fi nish in 
third place. Team members pictured are, left to 

JROTC coed color guard wins 3rd place

right, Cadets Jacob De La Garza, Mark Gonza-
lez (team captain), Isaiah Munoz and Lorissa Saiz. 
The team put in hours of practice to perfect their 
routine which requires teamwork, attention to de-
tail, precisely timed movements, and strict mental 
discipline to accomplish. Photo submitted

 The FBI recently joined 
local, state and federal part-
ners to announce a campaign 
and reward program to deter 
people from pointing lasers 
at aircraft. 
 As it turns out, the 
Houston area ranks second in 
the nation in reported air 
strikes against aircraft.
 Aiming a laser pointer at 
an aircraft is a violation of 
state and federal law.

 Reported incidents of the 
state and federal violation are 
on the rise. Since the FBI and 
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) began track-
ing laser strikes in 2005, sta-
tistics reflect a more than 
1,100 percent increase in the 
deliberate targeting of air-
craft by people with hand-
held lasers.
 In 2013, there were a total 
of 3,960 laser strikes reported 

– an average of almost 11 inci-
dents per day. Texas recorded 
418 of the nation’s laser strikes 
that year. Industry experts say 
laser attacks present potential 
dangers for pilots.
 “Shining a laser into the 
cockpit of an aircraft can 
temporarily blind a pilot, 
jeopardizing the safety of 
everyone on board,” said 
FAA Administrator Michael 
Huerta. “We applaud our col-

leagues at the Justice De- 
partment for aggressively 
prosecuting aircraft laser 
incidents and we will contin-
ue to use civil penalties to 
further deter this dangerous 
activity.”
 In Houston, there were 
126 laser strikes reported in 
2013. Only Portland ranked 
higher with 139 strikes re- 
ported.
 FBI analysis shows laser 
strikes happen most frequent-
ly between midnight and 7 
a.m., with the greatest strikes 
occurring between 3 and 4 
a.m. In many cases, laser 
strikes are being committed 
by teens and adults between 
the ages of 35-45. Most don’t 
comprehend the serious con-
sequences of lasing, and in 
some cases, are unaware it is 
against the law.
 “Aiming a laser pointer at 
an aircraft is a serious matter 
and a violation of federal 
law,” said Ron Hosko, assis-
tant director of the FBI’s 
Criminal Investigative Divi-
sion. “It is important that 
people understand that this is 
a criminal act with potential-
ly deadly repercussions.”
 In February 2012, Presi-

Houston second in the nation for laser strikes against aircraft

Military Veteran-still in service
Pro 2nd Amendment
NRA and Texas CHL Instructor
Houston Chronicle Endorsed
United Republicans Endorsed
Pro Life, Texas Life PAC Endorsed
Business owner and resident of the
South Belt-Ellington Communitywww.DanPatrick.org

facebook.com/dan.patrick.texas

twitter.com/danpatrick
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dent Barrack Obama signed 
the FAA Modernization and 
Reform Act of 2012 and 
added a new provision that 
makes it a federal crime to 
aim a laser pointer at an air-
craft. On the state level, vio-
lators may also be charged 
with Illuminating Aircraft 
with Laser Point.
 In an effort to raise public 
awareness about the issue, 
Houston area local, state and 
federal agencies are launch-
ing a targeted reward pro-
gram. Together, with Crime 
Stoppers of Houston, the pro-
gram will offer a reward of 
up to $10,000 for information 
that leads to the arrest of any 
individual who aims a laser at 
an aircraft. A similar reward 
program will also be offered 
in 12 other cities across the 
country.
 Clear Channel Outdoor 
currently displays messages 
on billboards across the 
Houston area to educate the 
public about the dangers and 
penalties associated with 
laser pointers aimed at air-
craft. The company is donat-
ing space and time on their 
digital and traditional bill-
boards throughout the area as 

a public service to the com-
munity. Public service 
announcements will also air 
on radio stations in Houston 
and in other cities across the 
country. In addition, the FBI 
and its initiative partners will 
be working to educate teens 
about the dangers associated 
with lasing.
 Thousands of laser attacks 
go unreported every year. If 
you have information about a 
lasing incident, or see some-
one pointing a laser at an 
aircraft, call the Houston 
office of the FBI at 713-693-
5000. Tips can also be sub-
mitted to Crime Stoppers of 
Houston by calling 713-222-
TIPS (8477) or by texting 
TIP610 plus your tip to 
CRIMES (274637) or online 
at www.crime-stoppers.org. 
All tipsters will remain anon-
ymous.
 Under federal law, know-
ingly aiming a laser pointer 
at an aircraft is a felony 
offense, carrying a maximum 
sentence of five years in pris-
on and a $250,000 fine. 
Under Texas state law, illu-
minating aircraft with laser 
point is a Class A misde-
meanor, carrying a maximum 

Atkinson Elementary 
third-grade student Ley-
la Salazar (right) was the 
winner of the Western 
Heritage Community 
Challenge coloring con-
test held recently. Out of 
hundreds of entries, her 
drawing was selected as 
the best from Atkinson. 
Salazar received a rib-
bon and four tickets to 
the Houston Lovestock 
Show and Rodeo. Pic-
tured with Salazar is As-
sistant Principal Regina 
Barnes.

Photo submitted

Salazar 
wins 

coloring 
contest

sentence of one year in jail 
and/or up to a four thousand 
dollar fine.
 The FBI partnered with 
the Houston Airport System 
to launch the event at the 
George Bush Intercontinental 
Airport along with represen-
tatives from the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, United 
State’s Attorney’s Office – 
Southern District of Texas, 
Harris County District Attor-
ney’s Office, Houston Police 
Department, Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office, Federal Air 
Marshal Service, Transpor-
tation Security Administra-
tion, Air Line Pilots Asso-
ciation, Crime Stoppers of 
Houston and Clear Channel 
Outdoor.
 (FBI Field Offices partici-
pating in the regional reward 
program are: Albuquerque, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Hous-
ton, Los Angeles, New York 
City, Philadelphia, Phoenix, 
Sacramento, San Antonio, 
San Juan and the Washington 
Field Office.)

Local artist Tricia Ehman 
will show her painting, 
Moonlight Rhapsody, at the 
Horse & Landscape Artist 
Solo Exhibit at Butler Long-
horn Museum beginning 
March 7 and continuing 
through April. Ehman has 
lived in the South Belt area 
since 1989 and has three 
children who attended area 
schools, where she was a 
volunteer. She also worked 
the elections for many years 
and was elected Precinct 
Chair in Pct. 654 in 2000. 
She has headed up the cre-
dentials committee for the 
Republican Senatorial Con-
vention and was a board 
member for Act of Life. 
Ehman has been a member 
of Sagemont Church since 
1993. Currently, she works 
with Women For Life In-
ternational and has attend-
ed the Commission on the 
Status of Women Confer-
ence at the United Nations 
for four consecutive years. 
The group presents paral-
lel events for delegates and 
meets with dignitaries and 
ambassadors to discuss 
issues such as human traf-
fi cking and negative popu-
lation growth.

Photo submitted

Ehman exhibits artwork
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El Franco Lee Park El Franco Lee Park 
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$5 Admission at the gate$5 Admission at the gate
until 6 p.m. – $10 after 6 p.m.until 6 p.m. – $10 after 6 p.m.
Free admission for ages 12 & underFree admission for ages 12 & under

Proceeds fund South Belt FireworksProceeds fund South Belt Fireworks

Presents Presents 
18th Annual 18th Annual 



        Thursday, February 27, 2014, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Section B, Page 1

 SECTION B

SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

11550 Fuqua, Suite 36011550 Fuqua, Suite 360
In the Chase building on FuquaIn the Chase building on Fuqua

281-667-4081281-667-4081
nsimon@southbeltlawyer.comnsimon@southbeltlawyer.com

FREE FREE 
CONSULTATIONCONSULTATION

Let us Let us 
fight fight 

for you!for you!

Auto AccidentsAuto Accidents
Personal InjuryPersonal Injury
Workers CompWorkers Comp

Refinery/OffshoreRefinery/Offshore
DWIDWI

CriminalCriminal

PRACTICE AREAS:PRACTICE AREAS:

Simon Simon  O’Rourke, PC O’Rourke, PC
USA KARATE - 11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY 

(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

Karate for the 
Whole Family!

Four Lessons 
& Uniform
Only $25

Call USA KARATEUSA KARATE 
for details

USA KARATE

Mon-Sat 8am-7pm  Sun 9am-5pm

FREE
Full Service

Car Wash

With Full
Service

Oil 
Change

$12 Value!

Car Wash
Club

Unlimited
Washes for 
30 Days

(Ocean Wash 
Package)

Includes vacuum  
& wash

3999
 per vehicle

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
One of the Following

Package Wash!
Choose From:
•Ocean Breeze reg $16.99
•Blue Ocean    reg $21.99
•Ocean Signature reg $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, 

SUVs & Limos
Expires 3/23/14

Not valid with any other offer

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

Not valid with any other offer

www.kwikkaronline.com            www.kwikkaronline.com            oceancarwashtx.comoceancarwashtx.com

Kwik KarKwik Kar®Kwik Kar®

Larry Dierker

Solis, Fuentes propel JFD boys’ soccer

Dobie goalkeeper Rigoberto Fuentes defl ects a Pearland shootout try over the top of 
the goal, ensuring the Longhorns’ shootout win (4-3) over the Oilers Feb. 22 at The 
Rig in Pearland. The Longhorns got a late goal in regulation from Marvin Solis and 
then held the shootout edge while picking up two key points in the standings. See 
more soccer news on Page 6B.

Photo by John Bechtle

Pasadena, Clear Creek ISD baseball
to include several big-time names

CLEAR BROOK REALTORS

Eli Tanksley
Broker/Owner
281-450-3305

– We Have The Answer To Your Real Estate Needs –

Clear Brook Promises to Provide Professional, 
Ethical & Informed Services to Our New & Existing Clients

PEARLAND - 4/2.5/2, Cherry Cabinets, Wood Floors, Fresh Paint, 
$164,900.
PASADENA - 3/2, Duplex. Competely Remodeled. Very Pretty.
PASADENA - 3/2, Competely Remodeled, $98,950.
KIRKWOOD SOUTH - 4/2.5/2, Seller/Owner. Did a Complete Make-
over, Including New Kitchen. Just Move In. Very Pretty, $143,500.
GARDEN VILLAS - 4 BR, Large Lot.

SOLD

SOLD

FULL SERVICE
Real Estate
Insurance

“FULL SERVICE Makes Your
Investment EASIER”

11555 Beamer Rd., Ste. 100 
Houston, TX 77089

Dierker is Hall of Fame’s guest
 Larry Dierker, the kid 
pitcher from California 
who would go on to be-
come the most enduring 
personality in Houston 
Astros history, will serve 
as master of ceremonies 
for the Pasadena ISD ath-
letics hall of fame’s third 
annual induction banquet 
Saturday, April 12, at Phil-
lips Field House.
 Dierker, now a special 
assistant and goodwill am-

bassador for the Astros, 
will be on hand for the 
grand opening of the hall 
of fame that same evening.
 “We are ecstatic about 
having Larry Dierker as 
(master of ceremonies) 
of our banquet this year,” 
said Terry Brotherton, 
president of the athletics 
hall of fame committee.
 “Sports fans warm-
ly recall the teen

Continued on Page 2B

STEAK&SHRIMP 
SPECIAL

8 oz. sirloin steak, three grilled or fried shrimp. 
Served with fries and garden salad.

$17.95
PerrysRestaurants.com

February 27 games at Brook
Wolverines vs. St. Thomas, noon

Friendswood vs. St. Thomas, 3 p.m.
Wolverines vs. Friendswood, 6 p.m.

February 27 games at Dobie
Longhorns vs. Elsik, 10 a.m.

Sam Rayburn vs. Magnolia, 1 p.m.
Longhorns vs. Magnolia, 4 p.m.

Other Brook, Dobie games on noted Page 2B

 As long as the weath-
er holds out for a day...
 Several big-time var-
sity baseball programs 
are coming to the South 
Belt area for a pair of 
tournaments sure to 
please high school-level 
fans.
 Clear Brook High 
School is one of the 
host sites for the Clear 
Creek ISD Varsity Clas-

sic, while Dobie will host 
some of the action during 
the annual Pasadena ISD 
Invitational. 
 Both tournaments will 
run Feb. 27 through March 
1, provided forecasted wet 
weather for the day prior 
doesn’t wreck havoc with 
the schedule.
 Clear Brook is pooled 
with Friendswood and St.

Continued on Page 2B

Tracksters off and running;
early returns are impressive
 The high school track 
and fi eld season is well 
under way, and the varsity 
girls’ teams at Clear Brook 
and Dobie are making 
plenty of waves.
 Raygen Smith, who 
won a bronze medal in the 
300-meter hurdles at last 

year’s Class 5A state meet 
in Austin was exceptional 
as the Lady Wolverines 
won top team honors Feb. 
21, at the John Morriss III 
Invitational at The Rig in 
Pearland.
 Clear Brook also domi-

Continued on Page 2B

As expected, senior Laura Napoli has carried a 
heavy load early this season as the Clear Brook var-
sity softball team  has competed in two tournaments 
and a few nondistrict contests. 

Photo by John Bechtle

Dobie, Brook softball enjoy solid openings
 The real story is about 
to be told as district play 
opens in most varsity soft-
ball districts. That said, 
the Clear Brook and Dobie 
programs are off to solid 
starts.

Brook starts at 6-6
 The Lady Wolverines, 
having played in two 
tournaments and gone up 
against a very good An-
gleton team,  went 6-6 
through the fi rst couple of 
weeks.
 As expected, senior 
pitcher Laura Napoli has 
carried much of the load 
both in the circle and at the 
plate.
 The team will likely ul-
timately go as far as Nap-

oli pitches it, and so far, so 
good. 
 Of Clear Brook’s 12 
games, Napoli has started 
11, spanning 60 innings. 
She’s fanned 69 hitters 
and kept her earned run 
average around 2.00.
 “Laura is our back-
bone,” said head coach 
Noah Cardenas, adding 
that Napoli has also hit 
.455 at the plate with an 
on-base percentage of 
.550.
 A couple of other top 
returnees, Jaclyn Mole-
naar and Alissa Chavez, 
have also started well for 
the Lady Wolverines, hit-
ting better than .420.

Continued on Page 6B

JFD baseball squad 
set to get defensive 
 A defensive play here 
and there, and perhaps 
today the Dobie varsity 
baseball team sits at 5-0 
through one tournament.
 As it stands, the Long-
horns are 2-3, having gone 
against some top-notch 
competition at the Humble 
ISD tournament to open 
the season.
 “Some of the guys were 
saying at practice this 
week that we could easily 
be 5-0,” head coach Mi-
guel Torres said. “My re-
sponse was that, ‘Yes, we 

could be, but we’re not.’ 
We just have to play better 
defensively moving for-
ward.”
 All things considered, 
Torres was happy with the 
way the Dobie guys hit 
the baseball over the fi ve 
games. 
 He was equally pleased 
with the way his pitchers, 
only one with previous 
varsity experience, threw 
the baseball.

Continued on Page 6B

Sandra & Laura Yandell, LLC
“The Sold Team”

“THE SOLD TEAM!”
 281-464-SOLD (7653)Re/Max Top Realty

Remax Hall of Fame

Houston Business Journal Top 50 
Multi-Million Dollar Producers

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT
 BUYING OR SELLING A HOME…CALL:

★SAGEMEADOW - NEW - Beautiful 4-4-2, both formals, kitchen over-
looks spacious den w/fireplace, cul-de-sac lot, looks like new! #LIN 
★SCARSDALE - NEW - Super 4-2-2, wood laminate, ceramic tile, fresh 
paint, looks great! #GOT 
★SAGEMEADOW - NEW - Lovely 3-2-2, den with vaulted celing and 
fireplace, spacious master bedroom, backyard with deck! #ROY
★SABO TOWNHOME - NEW - Great 3-2-2 det., formal dining, ceram-
ic tile, great patio, close to pool! #STH
★FRIENDSWOOD - Beautiful 4-3-3Det., study, formal dining, covered 
patio, one story! #MEAD
★HIGHLAND MEADOW - Gorgeous 3-2-2 W/Formal Dining, 
Granite Counter Tops, Ceramic Tile Throughout, Custom Fireplace! #EAG 
★KIRKWOOD - Super 3-2-2, huge den w/brick fireplace, fresh paint, new 
carpet, updated fixtures, looks great! #KIRK
★CLEARBROOK MEADOWS - Fabulous 4-2.5-2, modern, sleek 
beauty with kitchen remodel, master bath remodel, upgrades galore – 
Nothing else like it! #CHEL
★CLEAR BROOK MEADOWS - Extraordinary 4-2-2, wood lami-
nate and ceramic tile throughout, granite C-tops in kitchen and baths, huge 
extended covered patio, formal dining, ceramic tile & wood laminate floors, 
den w/fireplace! #CHEL
★SAGEGLEN - Lovely 3-2-2, both formals, den w/vauted ceiling and 
fireplace, wood laminate flooring! #VAL

SOLD in 2 days!SOLD in 2 days!

SOLDSOLD

SOLD in 10 days!SOLD in 10 days!

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLD in 8 days!SOLD in 8 days!

NEED MORE SPACE?

WE 
SELL 
THAT!

Business Hours
Sun - Thurs 11 am - 9 pm

Fri & Sat 11 am - 10:30 pm
Lunch Menu

Monday - Friday 11 am - 3 pm

10943 Scarsdale Blvd., Houston, TX 77089 • (281) 922-1477 • fax (281) 922-1225

COMBINATIONCOMBINATION
FFAAJJIITTAASS FFOORR TTWWOO

$18.9918.99
Weekends only. Dine in only.

Please no substitutions.

COME WATCH THECOME WATCH THE
HHOUUSTTONN
RROCCKEETSS

PLAY ON OUR TVsPLAY ON OUR TVs

9999¢¢

APPETIZERSAPPETIZERS
Daily 3 - 7 pm
Bar Area ONLY

ENJOY REALENJOY REAL
TEX MEX FOOD TEX MEX FOOD 

AT ITS FINEST!AT ITS FINEST!
Take out orders & catering

for any event.

www.papagayosgrill .com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR
EVERY DAYEVERY DAY

3-7 PM3-7 PM



Page 2, Section B, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, February 27, 2014

Atkinson Elementary physical education de-
partment instructors honored the school’s Big 
Shootout winners for the 2013-2014 school year. 
The Eagles’ winners included, left to right, Ley-
la Salazar (third-grade girls’ winner), Aaron Ri-
vas (fourth-grade boys’ winner), Riani Benton 

(fourth-grade girls’ winner) and Davion Lyons 
(third-grade boys’ winner). At the Feb. 10 Pas-
adena ISD districtwide competition at Phillips 
Field House, Benton eventually placed third in the 
fourth-grade girls’ competition.

Atkinson Big Shootout winners honored

Continued from Page 1B
age phenom who came 
to Houston and became 
a legend on the fi eld as a 
fi reball pitcher and then 
off the fi eld as both an 
outstanding manager and 
a knowledgeable and wit-
ty broadcaster. Our local 
sports fans are in for a real 
treat.”
 The banquet will pay 
tribute to six new induct-
ees into the Hall of Fame.  
 Numerous past induct-
ees are also expected to 
be on hand for the unveil-
ing of the Hall of Fame, a 
3,000 square-foot facility 
added to the north side of 
Phillips Field House as 
part of an expansion and 
renovation project.
 A photo and autograph 
session will be held imme-
diately after the banquet.  
 Tickets remain on sale 
for the event. Table spon-
sorships are also available 

Then Houston Astros manager Larry Dierker (right) chats with catcher Brad 
Ausmus during a game in the Astrodome. Dierker led the Astros to four Nation-
al League Central Division titles in his fi ve seasons. Ausmus, a longtime player 
in the league, is the fi rst-year manager of the Detroit Tigers entering the 2014 
season.

at various donation levels. 
The fi rst two induction 
banquets were sellouts.
 Set for induction 
are Weldon “Stoney” 
Phillips, the Pasadena 
ISD’s fi rst athletics di-
rector; Gene McCarley, a 
star basketball player at 
Pasadena High and Bay-
lor in the 1950s; Lanny 
White, an all-state half-
back at Pasadena High in 
the 1960s; Wes Hubert, 
a standout lineman for 
South Houston High and 
the Texas Longhorns in 
the 1970s; John Holmes, 
a prominent distance run-
ner for South Houston 
in the 1980s; and Alicia 
Mills Polzin, a multi-sport 
standout at Dobie in the 
1980s who went on to vol-
leyball stardom at Long 
Beach State.
 Dierker has been a part 
of the Astros organization, 
almost without interrup-

tion, since he signed with 
the then Houston Colt .45s 
as a 17-year-old Califor-
nia pitching sensation in 
1964. 
 Shortly after his 14-
year big-league career 
ended in 1977, he joined 
the Astros’ broadcast team 
as a color commentator.  
 He was promoted to 
fi eld manager in 1997 and 
held that position for fi ve 
seasons, later returning to 
the broadcast booth.
 Dierker famously made 
his big-league pitching de-
but with the Colt 45s on 
his 18th birthday in 1964, 
striking out Willie Mays in 
the fi rst inning. 
 In 1969, the right-
hander became Houston’s 
fi rst 20-game winner 
while leading the team to 
its fi rst-ever non-losing 
season. 
 He was named to the 
National League All-Star 

team in 1969 and again in 
1971.
 In 1976, his fi nal sea-
son as an Astros pitcher, 
Dierker tossed a no-hitter 
against the Montreal Ex-
pos. 
 He retired after one 
season with the Cardinals 
in 1977, leaving with a 
record of 139-123, 106 
complete games, 25 shut-
outs, 1,493 strikeouts and 
an earned run average of 
3.31. 
 No pitcher in Astros 
history has ever thrown 
more complete games or 
shutouts.
 As manager from 1997 
to 2001, Dierker led the 
Astros to four National 
League Central Division 
titles in fi ve seasons.  
 He was named Nation-
al League Manager of the 
Year in 1998 following a 
season in which the Astros 
won 102 games, the most 
in Astros history. 
 Dierker became only 
the sixth skipper in base-
ball history to win a divi-
sion title in his fi rst season 
as a manager.
 An avid baseball re-
searcher, Dierker is also 
a former sports columnist 
and has written two books 
about his experiences in 
baseball. 
 His jersey No. 49 was 
retired by the Astros in 
2002.
 Banquet tickets are 
$50 each and may be 
purchased at the Pasade-
na ISD Athletics Ticket 
Offi ce, 2906 Dabney, on 
the east side of the fi eld 
house.   
 Ticket offi ce hours are 
weekdays, 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.
 Table sponsorships can 
be reserved by calling 
Cindy Parmer, the Pasade-
na ISD’s director of com-
munity relations, at 713-
740-0288. 
 She can also be reached 
by email at cparmer@pas 
adenaisd.org.

PISD Hall of Fame lands Dierker for night

Denny Wranich (left), representing the Bay Area Football League at the Na-
tional Football League Scouting Combine in Indianapolis, met and chatted 
briefl y with San Francisco ’49ers head coach Jim Harbaugh during his time 
there. Wranich was invited to the combine on behalf of BAFL, which was rec-
ognized as one of the safest, 

Sports Calendar
BASEBALL

Thursday, Feb. 27
Brook varsity at Clear Creek ISD tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity at Pasadena ISD tourn., TBA
Dobie JV at Pearland ISD tourn., TBA
Brook JV at Spring Branch ISD tourn., TBA
Brook sophomores at Brazoswood tourn., TBA
Dobie sophomores at Brazoswood tourn., TBA

Friday, Feb. 28
Brook varsity at Clear Creek ISD tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity at Pasadena ISD tourn., TBA
Dobie JV at Pearland ISD tourn., TBA
Brook JV at Spring Branch ISD tourn., TBA
Brook sophomores at Brazoswood tourn., TBA
Dobie sophomores at Brazoswood tourn., TBA

Saturday, March 1
Brook varsity at Clear Creek ISD tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity at Pasadena ISD tourn., TBA
Dobie JV at Pearland ISD tourn., TBA
Brook JV at Spring Branch ISD tourn., TBA
Brook sophomores at Brazoswood tourn., TBA
Dobie sophomores at Brazoswood tourn., TBA

Tuesday, March 4
Brook varsity at Summer Creek, 5:00
Brook JV hosts Summer Creek, 6:00
Brook sophomores host Summer Creek, 4:00

Thursday, March 6
Brook varsity at Boerne tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity at Boerne tourn., TBA

Friday, March 7
Brook varsity at Boerne tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity at Boerne tourn., TBA

SOFTBALL
Thursday, Feb. 27

Dobie varsity at Missouri City tourn., TBA
Dobie JV at Pasadena Memorial tourn., TBA

Friday, Feb. 28
San Jacinto College at NFCA Leadoff Classic, TBA
Brook varsity at Sweeny, 6:30
Brook JV at Sweeny, 5:00

Tuesday, March 4
Brook varsity hosts Lutheran South, 6:30
Dobie varsity vs. Memorial, PISD, 6:30
Dobie JV vs. Memorial, PISD, 5:00
Brook JV hosts Lutheran South, 5:00

Friday, March 7
Dobie varsity hosts Manvel, PISD, 6:30
Dobie JV hosts Manvel, PISD, 5:00

SOCCER
Friday, Feb. 28

Brook varsity girls at Clear Lake, 7:00
Brook varsity boys host Clear Lake, 7:00
Dobie varsity girls host Memorial, Veterans, 8 p.m.
Brook JV girls at Clear Lake, 5:00
Brook JV boys host Clear Lake, 5:00

Saturday, March 1
Dobie varsity boys host Memorial, Veterans, 10 a.m.

Tuesday, March 4
Brook varsity girls host Clear Falls, 7:30
Brook varsity boys at Clear Falls, 7:00
Brook JV girls host Clear Falls, 5:30
Brook JV boys at Clear Falls, 5:00
Brook JV (B) girls host Clear Falls, 4:00

Friday, Feb. 7
Brook varsity girls at Dickinson, 7:30
Brook varsity boys host Dickinson, 7:00
Brook JV boys host Dickinson, 5:00
Brook JV girls at Dickinson, 5:30
Brook JV (B) girls at Dickinson, 4:00

TENNIS
Friday, Feb. 28

Dobie varsity at Sunseri Memorial tourn., Galv., TBA

 Already recognized as 
one of the safest and most 
well-organized youth 
leagues in the country by 
USA Football and the Na-
tional Football League, 
the Bay Area Football 
League just may be aim-
ing higher for 2014.
 BAFL Athletic Direc-
tor Denny Wranich Jr. 
traveled to Indianapolis 
to attend a portion of the 
annual National Football 
League Scouting Com-
bine, where USA Football 
and the NFL recognized 
200 of the nation’s saf-
est and well-organized 
leagues. 
 To put it bluntly, 
Wranich was not only 
duly impressed by the 
proceedings but also came 
away focused on helping 
everyone in BAFl, from 
coaches, parents, players 
and offi cials to cheerlead-
ers, mascots, drill team 
members and their coach-
es, to push for more.
 “We already have a 
great thing going in terms 
of safety and awareness 

Already recognized as safe, organized, BAFL will strive for more in 2014
in our league, but we can 
be better,” Wranich said, 
adding that he hopes to 
eventually push for BAFL 
coaches and other person-
nel to perform USA Foot-
ball-based certifi cation 
programs.
 According to the USA 
Football website, the or-
ganization is the national 
leader in football coaching 
certifi cation. Developed 
by both education and 
football industry leaders, 
the program is backed 
by the National Football 
League as well as the 
NCAA and other nation-
ally-known collegiate and 
professional sports confer-
ences.
 USA Football further 
says it’s also the only 
football coaching course 
certifi ed by the National 
Council for Accreditation 
of Coaching Education.
 Being there not only 
in person but on behalf of 
BAFL was certainly re-
warding for Wranich, who 
along with his father, Den-
ny Sr. and other family 

members, have been long-
time supporters of South 
Belt area youth sports ac-
tivities.
 But Wranich sounds 
like someone who also 
gained much more per-
spective on issues such 
as heat preparedness, 
heads-up tackling, hydra-
tion, conditioning, injury 
prevention nutrition and 
much more than he ever 
could have imagined.
 “In BAFL, and really 
some of the other local 
leagues, we have a lot of 
dedicated moms and dads 

out there who are giving 
their time and energy in a 
great way, but we can all 
be more educated and pre-
ventative out there on the 
fi eld,” Wranich said. 
 “The last thing anyone 
wants to see is a child in-
jured or involved in a case 
of heat-related stress. We 
all know that most of the 
BAFL season is played in 
very hot conditions. We all 
need to be as prepared and 
as educated as possible in 
order to deal with anything 
that occurs. Ideally, we 
can take the appropriate 

measures to prevent any-
thing from happening.”
 USA Football is 
chaired by former Kansas 
City Chiefs executive Carl 
Peterson, and its board of 
directors includes NFL 
Commissioner Roger 
Goodell as well as for-
mer professional player 
and current ESPN analyst 
Merrill Hoge, whose ca-
reer was cut short, in part, 
by the effects of multiple 
concussions.
 Tackling safer, playing 
safer, educating everyone 
about heat preparedness 

and more are just a few of 
the topics Wranich would 
like BAFL to stay engaged 
in.
 “We also have to re-
member all of the young 
ladies in our league, not 
just the football players, 
coaches and team person-
nel,” Wranich said.
 “Being a part of the 
USA Football program 
in Indianapolis was a re-
warding experience, but I 
also want to make sure we 
utilize some of the training 
tools and programs that are 
available to us.” 

Continued from Page 1B
nated the relays, winning 
four different events en 
route to collecting a meet-
high 153 points. Sec-
ond-place Manvel man-
aged 118 points.
 While Clear Brook is 
looking like an early sea-
son favorite in Region III, 
Dobie’s varsity girls’ team 
is enjoying a bit of a re-
birth to this point.
 The Lady Longhorns, 
led primarily by a large 
group of freshman and 
sophomore competitors, 
were fourth at the Feb. 21 
Brown Relays at Auxilia-
ry Stadium as sophomore 
Justice Henderson led the 
way.

Brook girls cruise
 It’s early in the season, 
but it’s impossible not to 
consider the Brook girls’ 
program as one of the best 
in Region III.
 Raygen Smith, who 
along with her sister, May-
gen, give Brook two of 
the top junior class com-
petitors around, won two 
events and was second in 
another in Pearland .
 Clocking in at 42.92 
seconds at the state meet a 
season ago for the bronze, 
Raygen Smith won the 
300-meter hurdles in 
Pearland at 46.32, coast-
ing to the win by more 
than two seconds.
 Smith was also the 
winner in the 100-meter 
hurdles, posting a time 
of 15.07 along the way.  
In the long jump, Smith 
made her way to 5.33 me-

ters for second place.
 The Lady Wolverines 
displayed their overall 
team speed in a variety of 
relays. The team was fi rst 
in the 4x100-, 4x200-, 
4x400- and the 4x800-me-
ter relays and also won the 
sprint medley relay. 
 Hannah Schillaci 
scored big for Clear Brook 
as well, clearing 2.89 me-
ters in the pole vault for 
second place. In the tri-
ple jump, junior Breanna 
Byrd narrowly missed a 
medal, claiming fourth at 
9.98 meters.

Henderson paces JFD
 Clear Lake won the 
overall girls’ team title at 
the Brown Relays with 
126 points, while Dobie 
was fourth with 77.5. 
 Of those points, soph-
omore Justice Henderson 
played a role in the scor-
ing of 28, which led to her 
winning the Joan Propp 
High Point Award.
 Henderson, a standout 
on the track since her days 
at Beverly Hills Interme-
diate, grabbed a quick 10 
points for her win in the 
100-meter dash in a time 
of 12.68 seconds.
 Competing in the long 
jump, Henderson was the 
meet’s best as she made 
her way to the 17’6 3/4” 
mark, winning easily.
 Dobie freshman Ca-
mille Singleton wasted lit-
tle time showing what she 
can do at the varsity level.
 Debuting in the 
400-meter dash, Singleton 
closed strong to win in a 

time of 1 minute, 00.50 
seconds, edging Elkins’ 
Ashley Davis.
 The Lady Longhorns 
were also impressive in a 
variety of relays.
 In the 4x100-meter 
event, Daisia Morris, Hen-
derson, freshman Jade Gi-
ron and Jayla Joulevette 
teamed for second place 
and 16 points with a time 
of 49.71.
 Summer Creek edged 
Dobie in the 4x100-meter 
relay and did the same in 
the 4x200-meter event.
 In the 4x200, Morris, 
Henderson, Giron and 
Joulevette produced a time 
of 1:45.41 for the silver 
medal.
 The Lady Long-
horns were fourth at the 
4x400-meter distance 
as Singleton was joined 
by Joulevette, Giron 
and Morris for a time of 
4:12.95.
 Singleton placed fi fth in 
the high jump after clear-
ing 4 feet, 8 inches, and 
Stella Somdah was fourth 
in the shot put with a top 
throw of 35’3”.
 Yet another Lady Long-
horns’ freshman, Zaria 
Thomas, was fi fth in the 
100-meter dash at 13.31.
 Dobie varsity girls’ 
head coach Tina Knight-
Gray told the Leader she 
has plenty of optimism for 
this season, and it’s easy to 
see why.
 “This group is very 
dedicated and hungry, so 
it’s great to see,” she said.
 

Clear Brook, Dobie tracksters
show early season potential

February 28 games at Brook
Wolverines vs. Clements, noon
Episcopal vs. Clements, 3 p.m.

Clear Brook vs. Episcopal, 6 p.m.

February 28 games at Dobie
Longhorns vs. Mayde Creek, 1 p.m.

Elsik vs. Magnolia, 4 p.m.

March 1 games at Brook
La Porte vs. Hebron, 10 a.m.
Wolverines vs. Hebron, 1 p.m.

Concordia Lutheran vs. La Porte, 4 p.m.

Continued from Page 1B
Thomas High School, 
a private school power. 
Former Houston Astros’ 
great Craig Biggio is no 
longer the head coach at 
St. Thomas, but that does 
nothing to lessen the com-
petitiveness of the Eagles.
 In fact, the Clear Creek 
ISD tournament is simply 
loaded with regional title 
hopefuls.
 Six of the teams in the 
event have scored pre-
season area rankings via 
Houston5Abaseball.com, 
including No. 2 Pearland, 
No. 5 Alvin, No. 10 Clear 
Creek, No. 11 Jersey Vil-
lage. No. 13 Clements 
and Friendswood, ranked 
ninth in the Class 4A mix.
 On Friday, Feb. 28, 
Clear Brook will get a fi rst 
hand look at Clements as 
the two teams are slated to 
face off at noon at Wolver-
ine Field.
 While the Pasadena 
ISD fi eld of teams doesn’t 
appear to be as rich as that 
of CCISD, there will be 
plenty of solid matchups.
 Houston5Abaseball.
com has North Shore at 
No. 14 in the Class 5A 
poll, with Beaumont West 
Brook at No. 18. 
 Houston Memorial, 
also in the tournament, 
checks in at No. 23 early 
on.
 Magnolia, which faces 
Dobie Feb. 28 at 4 p.m. 
on the Longhorns’ home 
fi eld, is rated eighth in 
the Class 4A preseason 
poll. 

Baseball tourneys are talent-rich

Dobie varsity baseball coach Miguel Torres likes to 
take on the best of the best, and the Longhorns will 
do just that with a Feb. 28 game against Magnolia.
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday 
through Friday at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist 
Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the 
Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for infor-
mation, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise 
from noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hap 
sonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

7 p.m.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for 
family and friends of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday 
at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Room 215. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, 
friends and family members of alcoholics and addicts. 
Thursday at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Room 212. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA 
meetings are held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., 
and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For 
information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday 
through Friday at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist 
Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the 
Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for infor-
mation, or just drop in.

Noon

Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children 
Anonymous – The ACA group meets Fridays at 
noon at the Up The Street Club in Webster, 508 Nasa 
Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program of hope, 
healing and recovery for people who grew up in alco-
holic or dysfunctional homes. For more information, 
call 281-286-1431.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) 
– Provides support for family and friends of alcoholics 
or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m.  
in Room 215 at the First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Genealogical Society – Meets the last 
Friday of each month at University Baptist Church, 
16106 Middlebrook Drive in Clear Lake. Coffee and 
socializing is at 6:30 and the meeting begins at 7 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org.

SATURDAY, MARCH 1
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – “Breakfast with Bill” each 
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For 
persons whose lives are affected by someone who is 
addicted. Each Saturday morning at 11 a.m. at First 
United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Cornell Conference Room #111. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the 
Westminster Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. 
in Webster. Refreshments provided. For information, 

contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-5675 or visit www.
frontiersquares.com.

7:30 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – 
Saturdays 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Open discussion. Memorial 
Hermann Prevention and Recovery PARC, 2245 N. 
Main St., Suite 2, Pearland 77581. (Located on Hwy 35, 
just north of Broadway). The group’s primary purpose is 
to abstain from compulsive overeating and to carry the 
message of recovery to those who still suffer. Call 713 
865-1611 for information, or just drop in.

SUNDAY, MARCH 2
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost 
a loved one. Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s 
Day, Easter and Christmas from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway. For more information, call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program 
meets every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Chapel of the Educational Building at Life Church in 
Houston at 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 
for more information or to RSVP for child care.

6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – For persons who are 
trying to overcome drug addiction. Sunday at 6:30 p.m. 
at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Candlelight Meeting 
Sunday at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA 

meetings are held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 
9 p.m. and Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For 
information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, MARCH 3
9 a.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise 
and speech therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear 
Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center 
Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a com-
plete list of services offered.

10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays 10 to 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East 
P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in 
back of church. Call 409 454-5720 for information, or 
just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence 
Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. 
Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 
409 454-5720 for information, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at IHOP 
at 11222 Fuqua at 6 p.m. Come and improve cross-
word game playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 for more 
information.

7 p.m.
Friends Helping Friends – The grief support group 
“Friends Helping Friends” meets every Monday at 
Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center 
Blvd. in Webster from 7 to 8:15 p.m. in the staff meet-
ing room. Anyone who has lost a loved one is welcome. 
Meetings are free. For information, call Betty Bielat at 
281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

Continued on Page 4B

CLASSIFIEDS
Reap the 

Horn-of-Plenty, in jobs, 
homes, articles, autos, 

business opportuni-
ties or anything in this 

whole wide world 
you could imagine.

CALL TODAY

South 
Belt-Ellington 

Leader
11555 

Beamer Road

281-481-5656

The South Belt Warriors 12-under youth softball team had 
to fi ght its way back from the loser’s bracket early in the Ro-
deo Round-Up Classic at Deer Park, eventually taking sec-
ond place despite a 3-1 loss to the South Belt Red Hots in 
the championship game. Members of the Warriors’ squad 
included, left to right, (front row) Jennifer Lopez, Alexandra 

Perez, Felicity Soto, Marisa Soto, Kaitlynn Rubio, (middle 
row) Seleste Martinez, Celeste Salazar, McKenzie Rankins, 
Ashley Garcia, Karisa Hernandez, (back row)  coaches 
Inez Lopez and Charlie Salazar. Not pictured are players 
Taylor East and Jewels Hernandez, coach Larry Soto and 
manager Rene Hernandez.

South Belt Lady Red Hots, Warriors’ 12U fi nish fi rst, second at Deer Park Rodeo Round-Up

The Clear Brook varsity girls’ bowling team advanced 
to regionals this season after placing third in the Hous-
ton Southeast District. Members and coaches from the 
team included, left to right, (front row) coach Roxanne 

Casas, Taylor Hendrix, Darah Scruggs, (back row) 
coach Charles Smoot, Nerissa Ramirez, Nizhoni 
Bell, Furqani Al-Amin and coach Cecil Rutherford. 
Not pictured are Andi Ellis and Elizabeth Oates. 

The Clear Brook junior varsity boys bowling team 
capped a terrifi c season, taking fi rst place in the Houston 
Southeast District. Players and coaches from the team 
included left to right, (front row) coach Roxanne Casas, 
varsity regional qualifi ers Anthony Propeck and D.J. 
Casas, (middle row) junior varsity players Tu Nguyen, 

Ephraim Okafor, Anthony Ngo, Andrew Ngo, (back 
row) Vinny Thibodeaux, coach Charles Smoot, Syed 
Hasnain, Cameron Tamas, Dario Vaccaro and coach 
Cecil Rutherford. Not pictured is junior varsity play-
er Paul Houser.

Brook bowlers keep rolling; varsity girls, boys’ pair advance 
 A bit of a well-kept se-
cret that perhaps should be 
no more?
 Clear Brook High 
School is home to one of 
the most successful bowl-
ing programs in the Hous-
ton area.
 The Wolverines have 
already had both males 
and females named Texas 

Bowlers of the Year by 
the United States Bowl-
ing Congress, and Clear 
Brook bowlers have quali-
fi ed for state competition a 
total of fi ve times.
 The Wolverines simply 
are good at what they do.
 “Clear Brook has been 
fortunate to have a great 
deal of success in bowl-

ing,” said head coach 
Roxanne Casas, who has 
guided the program for 
two and a half years.
 “We’ve had the pro-
gram going now for eight 
years and have had Bowl-
ers of the Year for girls and 
boys. The kids have put in 
a lot of hard work.”
 This season, varsity 

bowlers Anthony Propeck 
and D.J. Casas are hoping 
they have what it takes to 
make their way to state.
 Propeck is the defend-
ing Houston Southeast 
District champion, having 
averaged 199 this season. 
Casas was the fourth-place 
fi nisher in district, and 
both are headed to the re-

gional meet, set for Arma-
dilla Lanes 1 in Pasadena 
March 2.
 The Lady Wolverines’ 
varsity bowling team is 
also gearing up for the 
regional competition as a 
group. 
 At district, the Brook 
girls were third overall, 
qualifying for the regional 

meet.
 The Lady Wolverines’ 
varsity team members in-
clude Nerissa Ramirez, 
Nizhoni Bell, Furqani 
Al-Amin,Taylor Hendrix, 
Darah Scruggs, Andi Ellis 
and Elizabeth Oates.
 The Wolverines have 
also had a great bit of suc-
cess at the junior varsity 

level this season. 
 The Brook boys’ team 
won the team title in the 
Houston Southeast District 
as Tu Nguyen, Syed Has-
nain, Dario Vaccaro, Cam-
eron Tamas, Paul Houser, 
Ephraim Okafor, Anthony 
Ngo, Andrew Ngo and 
Vinny Thibodeaux all con-
tributed to the team’s suc-

cess.
 Roxanne Casas leads 
the way these days for the 
Wolverine program but 
also gets plenty of help 
from coaches Charles 
Smoot and Cecil Ruth-
erford. It’s a group effort 
that’s working very well 
for the entire Clear Brook 
program.

 “The kids deserve to be 
recognized for their hard 
work,” said Casas. “They 
want to be successful.”
 No matter how the var-
sity girls’ team, Casas or 
Propeck fi nish at region-
als, the Clear Brook pro-
gram has done nothing 
but add to its legacy in the 
sport.

The South Belt Lady Red Hots 12-under youth 
softball team stood tall at the Rodeo Round-Up 
Classic at Deer Park, winning the championship 
after defeating the South Belt Warriors 3-1 in the 
fi nal. Members of the Red Hots’ fi rst-place team 
included, left to right, (front row) Jasmin Pena, 

Kayla Romero, Lexanie Rodriguez, Danielle Colun-
ga, Briasia Garza, (middle row) Lexus Rodriguez, 
Marisa Rodriguez, Shayenne Olivares, Maritza 
Elizalde, Bionce Caldera, (back row) coaches Joe 
Olivares, Eddie Colunga and John Colunga.
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g No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337
Improve your yard the easy way!

Call the Leader advertisers 

for your Lawn & Garden

Turn those 
unwanted 

items in your 
garage and 
closets into 
cash. Bring 
ads into the 

Leader office 
by Tuesday or 
use the mail 
slot by the 
front door.

11555 Beamer    11555 Beamer    
281-481-5656281-481-5656

REAL ESTATE

LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $22; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

Looking 
to sell 

or lease your 
home?

Let us 

help you!
Place an ad 

in the 
South 

Belt-Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate sec-
tion!

11555 
Beamer 

281-
481-5656

LAWN & GARDEN

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

AADDRRIIAANNSS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS..CCOOMM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 832-768-6292 or or 713-298-9267713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDSWE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

Bar-X Ranch Eagle Lake

Selling 2 lots together
$11,500 ea.  

Call Ann at  713-269-5262

LOTS FOR SALE

Need Help 

    Finding Your 

 Dream Home?

Let the Leader

Classifi eds

Be Your

Guide!

Cash!
Close fast! 

Any 
condition!

832-209-2298

WE BUY HOUSES: 

FOUND AT BEAMER and 
Hughes on 2/25/14, a female 
chihuahua or min pin. Call 
832-880-1064 2-27

GARAGE SALE
10515 SOUTHPORT DR. Fri 
& Sat., Feb 28 & Mar 1, 8 
a.m. - noon. Lots of kids 
clothing and toys, perfect 
condition. Household items, 
furniture, books, VHS mov-
ies. 2-27
               HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED 
on the job or in an automo-
bile accident? The company 
doctor or insurance compa-
ny doctor is not your doctor. 
He works for the  company. 
In Texas you get to choose 
your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free 
consultation - 281-481-1623. 
I WILL WORK for you. I have 
been relieving back and neck 
pain for South Belt families 
for over 30 years. I want to 
be your chiropractor. TF

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: COMPANY. HOME 
Every Week. Excellent Pay & 
Benefits. Pd Empty & Loaded. 
No Touch, 50% D&H. CDL-A, 
3 yrs exp. 800-588-7911 x225  
 2-27
DRIVERS: Stiles Truck Line: 
Local & Regional: Home 
Weekends. Medical Benefits, 
401k, Vacation Pay. CDL-A w/
Flatbed Exp. 855-314-5676   
 3-6

INSTRUCTIONS

NEED TUTORING for 
grades 1-12 with ADD, 
ADHD, Dyslexia, all subjects 
please call 281-989-6331 or 
email kathpayne@gmail.
com. Tutor holds BS., M.S., 
M.S.Sp.Ed. 2-27
TUTORING AVAILABLE! All 
ages, many subjects, flexible 
schedule, reasonable rates. 
Tutor holds A.A., B.A., M.A. 
Call or email: 281-309-7375,  
karma@karmalennon. com.  
 TF

  MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE: SNAPPER 
Riding Mower. Used one 
season, 28” cut, 12.5 H.P. 
Paid $1,630, asking $800. 
281-889-6878 3-6

 REAL ESTATE
HOUSE FOR RENT: 4 
Bedrooms, 1.5 baths, 12315 
Ryewater Dr. Houston, close 
to San Jacinto College and 
Ellington Field. Contact: 
281-484-3938 3-6

SERVICE
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR All 
Lawn equipment, pressure 
washers, generators, chain-
saws, 2-cycle/4-cycle. South 
Belt and surrounding areas. 
Pick up and delivery avail-
able. Call Eric Hausler 281-
382-7898. Available 24 hrs.   
 2-27
SEWING & ALTERATIONS 
for men, women & home 
fashions. Experienced seam-
stress. Call Karen at 713-
943-7935 TF

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

CHAIR FOR LEASE. MW 
Exclusive Hair Salon, 9967 
Fuqua. 713-910-0089. Ask 
for Marika           TF

COMPUTER
SOUTHBELT - Data-Sys-
tems - Hard Drive Data Re- 
covery - Linux Installation. 
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, 281-
922-4160. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com TF
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
Brand new Windows 7 or 8 
Desktop & Laptop Compu-
ters for sale. Deal with a 
technician, not a salesman. 
Call Harry at 713-991-1355.  
 3-6

FOUND PETS
FOUND AT SAGEDALE and 
Sageyork a small DOG - 
white & brown and a CAT - 
grey & black tiger striped. 
Please call 281-484-2218  
 2-27

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 3B

TUESDAY, MARCH 4
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 
a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
information, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Local NARFE Meeting – The National Association of Retired 
Federal Employees, Chapter 1321, meets the first Tuesday of each 
month in the Clear Lake Community Center, 5001 NASA Parkway. A 
meal will be available for $6. For more information, call Bob Mitchell 
at 281-333-2881.

1 p.m.
Trailmixers – Meets the first Tuesday of the month at the Luby’s 
Cafeteria on Fuqua. Former and current employees of J. Frank Dobie 
High School are welcome for lunch and conversation.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, an old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. 
Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 204 S. Main. For 
information, call 713-472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road, at 1:30 
p.m. For information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Center, 4021 Brookhaven, Pasadena. Visit www.hap-
sonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides sup-
port for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 6 p.m.  in Room 215 at the First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 
Tuesday and Sunday from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 8:30 to 
9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. 
For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 
a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
information, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets at 11:30 a.m. on the 
first and third Wednesday of the month. Meetings are held at the 
Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway (Fuqua and I-45). For informa-
tion, call Monica Montoya at 281-794-5531.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 
5 p.m. at First Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, 
Pearland. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services 
offered.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m.  in Room 215 at the First United 

Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – The free group meets the first 
Wednesday of each month in the third floor classrooms 3 and 4 of 
Bayshore Medical Center, 4000 Spencer Hwy.  in Pasadena. For 
more information, call 713-944-4782 or 713-266-6400.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center – Domestic 
violence support group for male survivors meets each Wednesday at 
210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for information. 
Participants may join at any time as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – The Southeast Houston 
group meets the first and third Wednesday of each month. The group 
offers support and coping skills in a non-threatening environment to 
adult individuals who have lost a loved one to suicide. For informa-
tion on registration or to obtain a physical address for a location, call 
713-533-4500 or visit www.crisishotline.org.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center  – Confidential 
domestic violence support group for women meets every week. For 
information, call 281-338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturningpoint.
com. BATP is located at 210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway between 
Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis hotline is 
281-286-2525.

THURSDAY, MARCH 6
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 
a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exer-
cise from noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapson
line.org for a complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
Diabetes Support Group – A support group for young adults with 
diabetes. All subjects are open for discussion: new technologies, 
research advances, fears, phobias, dating and other personal mat-
ters. Meets the first Thursday of each month at 1315 St. Joseph 
Parkway #1705, Medical Place One. Contact Dan Steiner, CDE, at 
713-922-9677 for more information.

7 p.m.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for family and 
friends of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday at 7 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Room 215. 
Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends and family 
members of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday at 7 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Room 212. 
Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday of each 
month at Barnes and Noble at Bay Area Boulevard and the Gulf 
Freeway. Newcomers are welcome. 

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 
Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays from 
8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. 
For information, call 713-204-2481.

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

HELP WANTED

A-BETTER
PLUMBING
Experienced  Plumbers

Please Call 281-692-1684

NOWNOW
HIRINGHIRING

is

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

Call 855-826-6593
www.drive4ewwylie.com

LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
DRIVERS WANTED!

E.W.Wylie Offers
• $2,000 Sign On Bonus

• $50 Tarp Pay - Great Benefits!
• % Pay for Local Drivers

• Home Daily (Local), Home Weekly 
(Regional); Great Benefits!

*Req’d: CDL-A, 1 yr exp, 23 yrs old

Ms. Janetʻs Children
 of the Future Childcare and 

Learning Center is

NOW H I R I NG !
#3 League City - 3007 Invincible Dr.

281-538-5310281-538-5310
• Infant Toddler Floater

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY – WILL TRAIN
–– Please Apply in Person ––

Visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com

CUSTOMER CARE REPRESENTATIVE
– Immediate Need –

A position in the Customer Care Department that provides billing and 
collection support for the Sagemeadow Municipal Utility District 
Essential Job Functions
 • Customer Service – phone and walk-in customers 
 • Answer Customer billing inquiries
 • Data entry of new connects/disconnects
 • Research discrepancies  • Handling of delinquent accounts
Education and Experience Requirements
 • Customer Service Experience – 2 years  • High School or GED
 • Key Punch Experience  • People Skills  • Computer Profi cient
Other Skills/Abilities
 • Ability to learn the billing software  • Offi ce phone skills

Monday-Friday – 9:00 am-1:00 pm, availability to work 
up to 3 nights a week and Saturdays

We offer a comprehensive benefi t package that includes medical, dental, vision and 
life insurance, long term and short term disability, paid holiday, personal and sick 
time, and more. An Affi rmative Action and Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V

Send resume to hr@municipaldistrictservices.com
or fax to ATTN: HR Department at 281-392-3643
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $22
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

★★★★★★

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

 TECL# 2567

Master Electrician - Call Joe @
713-302-5742

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR • REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
• PLUMBING • FOUNDATION PROBLEMS
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

HAYDEN AIR & HEATHAYDEN AIR & HEAT
Now is the time to take advantage of reduced prices!

License #TACLB4351C
281-481-3914281-481-3914

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!ASK ABOUT 

ASK ABOUT 

ATTIC INSULATIoN
ATTIC INSULATIoN

NO OVERTIME 
NO OVERTIME 

CHARGE!CHARGE!

INTEREST-FREE 
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING 
FINANCING AVAILABLE WAC

AVAILABLE WAC

Ask About 
Centerpoint Energy

REBATES
Up to $1200

Factory Rebate (Ask for Details) or

12 Months Interest-Free 
Financing

with Approved Credit, with Coupon, 
Limit One Coupon Per Customer. 

Exp. 03-27-14

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

713-530-0833
Located in the South Belt area  
Johnny R. Gibbs           TECL# 19197

Lighthouse Electric

Serving & Saving Your Community
for 18 Years

A-Rated on Angie’s List
281-692-1684 MPL #18439

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

Oup Professional Servies Now IncludeOup Professional Servies Now Include
 Air Conditioning Air Conditioning

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill MPL 20628, TACLA 17658C

JIM GREEN REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Custom Cabinets • Patio Covers • Doors • Trim • Etc.

Serving South Belt for 30 Years
281-642-4340      Free Estimates

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Etc.

Swimming Pool Fill-ins
WE ARE INSURED

Business 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us

–– We also Haul Trash ––

Mayo Flooring

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~   THINK

 MONEY

THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll 
save 

money!
sell...
you’ll 
make 

money!

Call Today
281-481-5656

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Advertise in the Leader!

281-481-5656

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING • SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING 
• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING 

• ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Pressure Washing

• Hardy Plank Installation
References Available

Free Estimates
281-773-3991 • 281-481-0428

So
ut

h 
Be

lt 
Gr

ap
hi

cs
 &

 P
rin

tin
g No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!

Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone you can trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models

TACLB002755C

Ever heard the expression “THERE’S NO FREE LUNCH”?
If so, do you really think there is a “FREE FURNACE”? 

To really fi nd out, get the bottom line “FREE FURNACE” price, then call us 
for an “HONEST” fair price to see what is really “FREE” if anything.

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

Call for Heating Inspection                           

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351

C
O

U
P

O
N

C
O

U
P

O
N

COUPON

AirstreamAirstream A/C & HEAT

 www.airstream-acservice.com
  Free Estimate     281-481-6308

$100 OFF Heating Systems
 Lic.TACLB23730E

Exp. 3-27-14

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS
Repair & Remodeling

281-484-8121

ROOFING - HARDI-PLANK - SHEETROCK - CONCRETE - KITCHENS
PAINTING - BATHROOMS - CARPENTRY - POWER WASHING - FLOORS

Guaranteed Quality Work • Bonded & Insured

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!
MPL39885

Licensed & Insured 

713-340-0404

$40 OFF 
SERVICE REPAIR
*One coupon per household. Not

valid with any other offer.*

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP
*One coupon per household. Not

valid with any other offer.*

24 Hour Emergency Service

Fix Now  
Pay Later

Call for Details

www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

South Belt-Ellington Leader
The Voice of Community-Minded People

281-481-5656
11555 Beamer • Houston, Tx 77089

www.southbeltleader.com
 E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com

David & Marie Flickinger, owners

Support Leader advertisers!
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Justo Manrique (left), Dobie’s fi rst-year varsity boys’ soccer head coach, greets 
Pearland varsity boys’ soccer head coach Jesse Saavedra prior to the Long-
horns’ shootout win over the Oilers Feb. 22, at The Rig in Pearland. Saavedra 
resigned as Dobie’s head coach after the 2013 season to take over at Pearland. 

Nixon Melgar (9), a junior midfi elder at Dobie, 
plays a ball off his chest during the second half of 
play against Pearland Feb. 22. Melgar and his team-
mates were down 1-0 late in the second half before 

eventually rallying for a shooutout victory after the 
two teams played to a 1-1 tie through regulation. At 
left is Pearland’s Jose Barajas. 

Photos by John Bechtle

The Dobie High School varsity boys’ and girls’ powerlifting 
teams have had a successful season as the 2014 schedule 
winds down, with two of their athletes set to attend region-
als. Members of the teams include, left to right, (front row) 
Mikali Singleton, Alyssa Gonzales, Kris Kindred,  Aliyah 
Ortega, Madison Minter, (middle row) Brandyn Ginyard,  
Aaron Jordan, Nathaniel Flores, Vincent Gutierrez, An-

thony Cantu, (back row) Arthur Robinson, Juan Rubio,  
Young Troung, Tyler Redmon, Orlando Logan and Keion 
Patterson. Not pictured are Jessena Luna and Sandra Gon-
zales. Flores and Luna have advanced to regionals. The 
girls’ regional meet is Feb. 27 at Beaumont West Brook 
High School, while the boys’ regional event is March 1, at 
Mayde Creek High School.

Flores, Luna highlight JFD powerlifting season 

 American Legion Post 
490 will host its 2014 
Charity Golf Classic Mon-
day, April 21, at Magno-
lia Creek Golf Club in 
League City.
 Proceeds from the 
tournament go to sup-
port 490’s youth baseball 
teams as well as other 
youth programs supported 
by the post.
 The early bird player 
entry fee is $89 for in-
dividuals and $320 for 
foursomes through March 
22 and $99 per player and 
$355 for foursomes there-
after.
 American Legion mem-
bers of any post designa-
tion may register for $89 
per player.
 Registration the day of 
the event will begin at 7 
a.m., and there will be an 
8:30 a.m. shotgun start.
 Breakfast tacos and re-
freshments will be provid-
ed at several stops along 

the course, and a fajita 
lunch will be served at the 
conclusion of play.
 Live and silent auctions 
will be held under the 
Magnolia Creek Golf Club 
pavilion between 1 and 4 
p.m.
 In addition to 18 holes 
of tournament play, the 
day will feature longest 
drive, closest-to-the-pin 
and Vegas hole competi-
tions. There will be in-
dividual and team cash 
awards presented.
 American Legion Post 
490 is located at 11702 
Old Galveston Road in 
Houston. The post’s phone 
number is 281-481-1179.
 For more tournament 
information, call Bob Lin-
demann at 713-557-6238 
or Linda Mortier at 281-
236-7893.
 Magnolia Creek G.C., 
with 27 holes of links style 
golf, is located at 1501 
West. Bay Area Blvd.

Legion Post 490 golf
to be held April 21

Junior Emily Wolfe has played a big role in Dobie’s 
offensive resurgence on the varsity softball fi eld. 
A three-year varsity starter, Wolfe keyed the Lady 
Longhorns’ 4-2 win over Clear Brook Feb. 20 with a 
game-winning, two-run triple.

Looking ahead, softballers emit confi dence
Continued from Page 1B
 As is always the case 
in District 24-5A, Clear 
Brook will face a tough 
challenge almost nightly.
 Brazoswood is one of 
the Region III title con-
tenders, and Clear Creek 
and Dickinson have 
played very well to this 
point in the season.
 Still, with Napoli lead-
ing the way along with 
Molenaar, Chavez and 
some of the others, Carde-
nas plans to have his team 
right in the mix for a play-

off berth when the time 
comes.
Rackley likes her team

 At 8-5, Dobie is also off 
to a good start. The Lady 
Longhorns drubbed South 
Houston 20-0 to open Dis-
trict 22-5A action Feb. 22. 
 With big games coming 
consecutively against Me-
morial, Manvel and Alvin, 
Dobie needs to stand up 
well against elite competi-
tion. 
 Head coach Robin 
Rackley is confi dent her 
team will do just that.

 Even at 8-5, Rackley 
recalls at least two games 
lost that should have been 
wins.
 “To be honest, it’s been 
a little bit bumpy, but it’s a 
process,” Rackley said. 
 “We’re still fi guring 
out some of the options 
that make us better (for 
the long haul). But offen-
sively, I think we are much 
stronger than we have 
been in quite a while.
 “I don’t remember the 
last time we had four or 
fi ve home runs at this point 
in the season, and we just 
have more pop throughout 
the lineup.”
 Dobie also fi gures to be 
steady in the circle with 
senior Stephanie Buen-
rostro set to handle the 
bulk of the action now that 
league play has begun.
 “Stephanie has been 
through that ‘process’ 

and knows what it takes,” 
Rackley said. “I’m a fi rm 
believer in the mental side 
of this game, and Stepha-
nie understands that side 
of it. She should perform 
well for us, and we expect 
her to.”
 Last season, Dobie fi n-
ished fourth in the 22-5A 
standings, losing all six 
games to the three teams 
– Manvel, Alvin and Pear-
land – ahead of it. Rackley 
doesn’t expect that to be 
the case this season.
 “The kids are excit-
ed and ready,” she said. 
“Honestly, they have some 
losses from last season 
they’d like to avenge. 
 “We’re better offen-
sively and defensively, 
and Stephanie has pitched 
very well for us. The Me-
morial game is a huge one 
for us, but we’ll be ready 
and then go from there.”

Continued from Page 1B
 Sophomore Jesse Pare-
des, starting his fi rst-ever 
varsity game, tossed a 
complete game in a 7-4 
win over Beaumont West 
Brook.
 Torres also praised Eric 
Garza, who started the sea-
son opener against Goose 
Creek Memorial, pitched 
well enough to win. 
 In the end, Dobie scored 
two runs in the fi nal inning 
on a two-out, bases loaded 
single by Michael Munoz. 
 Michael Mora, on the 
mound in relief, was the 
winning pitcher.
 But there were also 
three losses, 5-3 to King-
wood Park, 9-8 to West 
Brook and 10-8 to Sum-
mer Creek, with that game 
ending on a walk-off hom-
er.
 The culprit? The Long-
horns committed a total 
of 12 errors in those three 
losses. It simply cannot 
happen.
 Granted, there are new-
comers at several spots, 

but it’s also varsity base-
ball.
 “We can fi x the mental 
mistakes, but we had some 
physical mistakes such 
as footwork and glove 
positioning that cost us,” 
Torres said. “We also had 
some baserunning mis-
takes that cost us a run 
here and there.”
 All in all, Torres was 
pleased with the opening 
weekend, save for the er-
rors. Munoz threw four 
innings in the fi nal game 
of the weekend and is 
steadily coming back to 
full strength. The other 
young pitchers produced 
solid results, and the bats 
were swinging well for the 
most part.
 “We spent a couple of 
practice days on some of 
the fi elding fundamentals 
and those types of things,” 
Torres said. 
 “Mistakes are part of 
the game, but it’s still im-
portant to get them cor-
rected as quickly as pos-
sible.” 

Dobie baseball
wins two of fi ve

At right, Dobie junior 
Malyn Nunez passes 
the ball forward dur-
ing the team’s 2-0 win 
over South Houston 
Feb. 24 at Veterans 
Stadium in Pasadena. 
At 5-2-1, Dobie is sit-
ting in fourth place in 
the district standings 
with six games remain-
ing.
Photo by Gary Williams

Soccer teams edge over midway point in 22-5A action;
JFD boys, girls sitting in fourth spot along last stretch 
 There isn’t likely to be 
a repeat of 2013, when the 
Dobie High School var-
sity boys’ and girls’ soccer 
teams claimed fi rst place in 
District 22-5A.
 But that doesn’t mean 
either team is planning to 
be sitting idle when the 
playoffs come around next 
month. In fact, both teams 
are intent on being in the 
tournament. As for the Lady 
Longhorns, they are virtu-

ally assured of advancing 
after beating South Houston 
2-0 Feb. 24.
 At 5-2-1, the Lady Long-
horns might well have a 
hard time catching Memo-
rial or Pearland, currently 
standing at 7-1 with 21 
points apiece for a fi rst-
place share.
 Further, the Lady Long-
horns will need a win over 
Alvin to have a chance to  
move up to third place. In 

the fi rst-round matchup, 
Alvin defeated Dobie in a 
shootout after a 1-1 tie in 
regulation.
 In the boys’ race, Dobie 
took on South Houston Feb. 

22-5A Varsity Girls’ Soccer Standings

Teams  W  L  T  Pts.
Memorial 7 1 0 21
Pearland 7 1 0 21
Alvin  6 1 1 20
Dobie 5 2 1 16
South Houston 1 5 2  6
Pasadena 1 5 2  6
Sam Rayburn 1 6 1  4
Manvel 0 7 1  1

22-5A Varsity Boys’ Soccer Standings
Teams  W  L  T  Pts.
Memorial 7 0 1 23
Sam Rayburn 6 0 2 20
Pasadena 6 2 0 18
Dobie 2 3 2 10
South Houston 2 4 1  7
Alvin 2 6 0  6
Pearland 0 5 3  5
Manvel 1 6 1  4

26 after press time in a huge 
match for both teams.
 The Longhorns, even 
with a shootout win over 
Pearland in pocket to end 
the fi rst half of league play, 

are trying to hold off South 
Houston for fourth place as 
the second half of league 
play opens.
 As of Feb. 25, Memorial, 
Sam Rayburn and Pasadena 

comfortably held the fi rst 
three playoff spots in Dis-
trict 22-5A. Dobie, at 2-3-2, 
essentially held a one-win 
edge over South Houston.
 It’s going to be a great 
fi nish to the season, what 
with the fi ve Pasadena ISD 
schools battling one another 
for playoff berths.
 As for Dobie, the Long-
horns want to be in that mix. 
With just seven games on 
the schedule, each win and 
loss is magnifi ed. 


