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Thompson NJHS saves lives
 Thompson Intermediate joins the fi ght 
against leukemia and lymphoma by raising 
money to help fi nd cures for blood cancers. 
Led by the school’s National Junior Honor 
Society, the campus-wide service project part-
nering Pennies for Patients program has be-
gun. To contribute or for more information, go 
to http://events.lls.org/pages/txg/ThompsonIn 
termSchool.

Cowboys set early registration
 The fi rst Sagemont Cowboys early registra-
tion for the 2016 season will be held Saturday, 
Feb. 27, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the conces-
sion stand at the football fi eld in El Franco Lee 
Park. Early registration is open to all returning 
football players and their siblings, and all re-
turning and new drill members and mascots. 
Contact information from any new football 
players will also be accepted. A minimum 
$100 deposit is due at registration. For infor-
mation, call Denny Wranich at 281-785-8353.

Scholarships offered
Atkinson Elementary PTO

 Atkinson Elementary PTO is offering $500 
scholarships to two graduating Dobie seniors 
who attended Atkinson at least two years, one 
being fourth grade. Applications and require-
ment information are available through the 
senior counselor’s offi ce at Dobie. Applications 
must be received by noon Friday, Feb. 26.

Frazier Elementary
 Frazier Elementary is offering scholarships 
to seven graduating Dobie seniors who attend-
ed Frazier in third and fourth grades. Applica-
tions and requirement information are avail-
able through the senior counselor’s offi ce at 
Dobie. Applications must be received by noon 
on Friday, March 11.

Moore Elementary Student Council
 The Moore Elementary Student Council will 
offer four scholarships to graduating seniors at 
Dobie High School who attended Moore in the 
fourth grade. Applications are available through 
the Dobie senior counselor’s offi ce and must be 
returned by Friday, April 1, to be considered.

Mandatory cheer meeting set
 Dobie will hold a mandatory cheerleader 
tryout information meeting for parents and 
students on Thursday, Feb. 25, at 6:45 p.m. in 
the Dobie cafeteria. A parent or guardian must 
be present.

Health & Wellness Fair set
 Taking Charge of Your Health-Health & 
Wellness Fair will be held Saturday, Feb. 27, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 12527 Gulf Freeway 
in Houston. Services offered will include free 
screening for diabetes and cholesterol, infor-
mation and awareness on heart disease, breast 
cancer and much more. The event is sponsored 
by Lifestyle Christian Ministries. For more in-
formation, call the offi ce at 281-484-1466 or 
visit the website at lifestylehouston.org.

SeAM Brown Bag Book Sale
 SeAM Thrift Store, 2006 Houston Blvd. 
(Hwy. 3) in South Houston, will hold a Brown 
Bag Book Sale March 5 through March 12. 
Cost is $5 plus tax per bag. Fill bags with 
books, records, cassettes, VHS tapes and CDs. 
The thrift store is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday.

Lady Longhorns host bingo
 The Dobie Lady Longhorns Booster Club 
will hold a bingo fundraiser Saturday, March 
5. Doors open at 5 p.m. Bingo games will run 
from 6 to 10 p.m. Tickets can be purchased 
through a Dobie soccer player or a booster 
club member. The event serves as one of the 
primary fundraisers to help cover costs associ-
ated with the Dobie soccer program through-
out the school year. For more information, 
email jfdgirlssoccer@gmail.com.

Kirkmont Section 1 to meet
 The monthly meeting for the Kirkmont As-
sociation Inc., Section 1, will be held Wednes-
day, March 9, at 7:30 p.m. at 10102 Black-
hawk. Resident questions, comments and con-
cerns can be emailed to mykirkmont1hoa@
yahoo.com.

Vendors sought
Dobie Spanish craft show

 The Dobie Spanish Department is currently 
seeking vendors for its spring craft show to be 
held at the school on Saturday, April 16, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Booths are $30 each and in-
clude one table and two chairs. Booths with 
power are available for $5 extra. Vendors must 
provide his or her own extension cords. For 
more information, contact Elizabeth Puente at 
832-528-4388 or epuente@pasadenaisd.org.

SBHLL opening day
 Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League offi -
cials are seeking arts and crafts and food and/
or merchandise vendors to take part in open-
ing day festivities at El Franco Lee Park. The 
league will celebrate its 50th anniversary this 
season, and it all begins Saturday, March 12, 
on opening day. Vendor booths are available for 
$100 each. Those interested may direct email to 
league offi cials at sbhll@hotmail.com.

Dobie hoops to face Elsik

There were smiles all around after the Dobie varsity boys’ basketball team downed 21-6A 
champion North Shore, 60-52, in the bidistrict playoffs Feb. 23, at Pasadena Memorial High 
School. Dobie principal Franklin Mosses (left) congratulates JFD head coach Kevin Cross 
(center) and assistant coach Stephen Cross after the win. The Longhorns will now face the 
Elsik Rams in an area round playoff tussle Friday, Feb. 26, at Wheeler Field House. Tip-off 
is at 7:30 p.m. See more in Leader sports.                                                 Photo by John Bechtle

Deadline nears for cook-off payments
 Time is running out for cooking teams to pay 
their deposit to reserve a spot at this year’s South 
Belt Spectacular Cook-off, set to take place 
Thursday, April 28, through Saturday, April 
30, at El Franco Lee Park, located at 9400 Hall 
Road.
 Deposits must be paid by Tuesday, March 1. 
Teams must be paid in full by Friday, April 1.
 Cooking teams that participated in last year’s 

event will have fi rst dibs on available spots. Oth-
er potential teams are urged to contact organizers 
as soon as possible, as there is already a waiting 
list of nearly 40 teams.
 For more information, call Linda Arnone at 
281-484-4325.
 Now in its 20th year, the event raises funds for 
the annual South Belt Fourth of July fi reworks 
display.

 The federal, state and county primary elec-
tions are set to take place Tuesday, March 1.
 In addition to the highly publicized presiden-
tial races, voters will also decide several local 
races.
 Of particular importance to many South Belt 

residents is the race for the position of U.S. 
House District 29, currently held by Rep. Gene 
Green. This election marks the fi rst time in de-
cades the 12-term incumbent has faced a serious 
challenger in the district, which now encompass-
es much of the South Belt after redistricting oc-

curred in 2013.
 Former Harris County Sheriff Adrian Garcia 
is actively pursuing the Democratic nomination 
in the district, which is predominantly Hispanic. 
Green is Caucasian.
 A longtime cop-turned-politician, Garcia is 
no stranger to running for offi ce. Following 23 
years of service with the Houston Police Depart-
ment, Garcia was elected to Houston City Coun-
cil, where he served a term-limited six years, be-
fore becoming mayor pro tem under Mayor Bill 
White. Garcia became sheriff in 2008, serving 
seven years in the position. He most recently ran 
an unsuccessful mayoral campaign, losing out to 
Sylvester Turner.
 Democrat Dominique Garcia is also running 
for the position, as are Republicans Julio Garza 
and Robert Schafranek.
 Another hotly contested race is for the posi-
tion of Harris County Precinct 2 constable, cur-
rently held by Chris Diaz.
 In that race, Diaz will face challengers George 
Goffney Jr., Joe “Joey” Martinez and Ruben Lo-
reto in the Democrat primary, while Daniel Vela 
and Joe Alanis have fi led to compete in the Re-
publican primary. Four of the fi ve candidates – 
Martinez, Loreto, Vela and Alanis – all ran for 
the position in 2012 when Diaz narrowly de-
feated Zerick Guinn to replace the retiring Gary 
Freeman.
 Early voting is currently underway and will 
continue through Friday, Feb. 26.
 Local early voting polling locations include 
the Harris County Courthouse Annex No. 25

 Continued on Page 2A

2016 primary election set for March 1

Principal Howard moonlights in musical
By Crystal Sauceda

 South Belt Elementary Principal Candy How-
ard has been busy the past few months with 
school and a play called Nunsense.
 Howard has been doing theater her whole 
life and considers it to be her second love, after 
school and kids. Most recently, Howard was in 
a play called Nunsense, which was performed at 
the College of the Mainland. 
 Nunsense is about fi ve nuns, with Howard 
playing Sister Hubert. The play lasts for two 
hours and gives the fi ve actresses multiple solos, 
duets and a lot of lines to learn. Adding to the 
work load, Howard also had to learn how to tap. 
Howard said rehearsals, which were held Mon-
day through Friday from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., were 
a lot of fun but also exhausting.
 The play ran from Jan. 28 through Feb. 14. 
For Howard, opening night went great. However, 
the hard work does not end after the lines have 
been learned. The actresses have to adjust to 
each audience, because every audience is differ-
ent. Nunsense is a comedy, and Howard learned 
that some audiences laugh louder than others, 
which affects the actresses’ timing.  

 Howard fi rst started doing theater in high 
school as an after-school activity. In high school 
Howard was a member of the International Thes-
pian Society. That is when Howard realized the-
ater is a way to escape and have fun, so she con-
tinued throughout college. Since Howard is busy 
with school, she looks for roles that can help her 
grow as a performer and that really speak to her. 
She prefers musicals since she has a degree in 
music education and taught music for 14 years in 
the Pasadena ISD.
 Some of Howard’s favorite past roles have 
been in musicals. Howard has been Dolly in Hel-
lo Dolly two times, Golde in Fiddler on the Roof  
two times, and has also been in her most recent 
play Nunsense twice. 
 Although Howard considers theater to be 
a fun retreat from life, she also considers the-
ater to be directly tied with teaching. Accord-
ing to Howard, teaching is similar to being 
on stage with students as the audience. When 
teaching, Howard noticed she has to be a per-
former in order to keep her students interested.
Much like adjusting to each audience 

Continued on Page 2A

 Where to vote
Primary election polling locations

Pct. #  Location
76 D Beverly Hills Intermediate, 11111 Beamer
 R Beverly Hills Intermediate, 11111 Beamer
289 D Garfi eld Elementary, 10301 Hartsook
 R Genoa Staff Development Center, 12900 Almeda Genoa
417 D Stuchbery Elementary, 11210 Hughes
 R *SJC South Fine Arts Center, 13735 Beamer 
418 D Beverly Hills Community Center, 10201 Kingspoint
 R Laura Bush Elementary, 9100 Blackhawk
475 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R *SJC South Campus Fine Arts Center, 13735 Beamer
476 D Stuchbery Elementary, 11210 Hughes
 R Frazier Elementary, 10503 Hughes
536 D Laura Bush Elementary, 9100 Blackhawk
 R Laura Bush Elementary, 9100 Blackhawk
537 D Bella Vita Clubhouse 1548 N. Riviera Circle
 R Bella Vita Clubhouse 1548 N. Riviera Circle,
545 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
654 D Beverly Hills Intermediate, 11111 Beamer
 R El Franco Lee Community Center, 9500 Hall 
755 D Genoa Staff Development Center, 12900 Almeda Genoa
 R Genoa Staff Development Center, 12900 Almeda Genoa
762 D Bella Vita Clubhouse 1548 N. Riviera Circle
 R Bella Vita Clubhouse 1548 N. Riviera Circle
774 D *J. C. Mitchell Elementary, 10900 Gulfdale
 R El Franco Lee Community Center, 9500 Hall
842 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R *SJC South Fine Arts Center, 13735 Beamer
996 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
   *Not confi rmed at press time

Ellington resumes e-recycling
 After an eight-month hiatus, the City of Hous-
ton Solid Waste Management Department has re-
sumed its monthly electronic recycling event at 
the Neighborhood Recycling Center at Ellington 
Airport.
 The program was put on hold this past July 
due to contract disagreements with CompuCy-
cle, the company responsible for doing the re-
cycling. Houston City Council unanimously ap-
proved a new agreement on Wednesday, Feb. 17. 
District E City Council Member Dave Martin led 
the effort to have the program renewed.
 The fi rst event at Ellington will take place on 
Saturday, March 12, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
Subsequent recycling events will take place the 
second Saturday of each month.
 The new contract will also resume electronic 
collection events at the city’s Kingwood recy-
cling center, located at 3210 W. Lake Houston 
Parkway. Those events will take place the fi rst 
Saturday of each month, beginning March 5.
 Recycling electronics keeps potentially harm-

ful materials, such as mercury, cadmium, lead 
and cathode ray tubes out of the waste stream 
and the environment.
 Items accepted include PCs, servers, key-
boards, mice, laptops, game consoles, monitors, 
small kitchen appliances, memory chips, hubs 
and routers, printers, copiers, scanners, fax ma-
chines,  projectors, rechargeable batteries, cable 
boxes, car batteries, telephones, cell phones, 
PDAs, tape drives, hard drives, cords, cables and 
cameras.
 To get to the Ellington site from the Gulf 
Freeway and Beltway 8, drivers should take I-45 
south toward Galveston and turn left onto FM 
1959/Dixie Farm Road; go to Highway 3/Old 
Galveston Road and turn right; drive two blocks 
and turn left onto Brantly; go past a dock with 
signs to the right and turn left onto Loop Road/
Broussard. The recycling center will then be on 
the left-hand side.
 For more information, visit www.houston 
solidwaste.org or call 3-1-1.

City to hold multiple CIP meetings
 Both Houston City Council members repre-
senting the South Belt community are planning 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) meetings 
over the next two weeks.
 District E City Council Member Dave Mar-
tin will host a joint CIP and town hall meeting 
on Thursday, Feb. 25, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Space Center Houston, located at 1601 NASA 
Road 1.
 Newly elected Mayor Sylvester Turner will be 
a guest speaker at the event. South Belt resident 
and Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
(BAHEP) President Bob Mitchell will deliver a 
presentation on the issue of storm surge protec-
tion. Additional speakers include representatives 
from the Public Works and Engineering, ReBuild 
Houston, Parks and Recreation and General Ser-

vices departments.
 For more information, contact Martin’s offi ce 
at 832-393-3008.
 District D City Council Member Dwight 
Boykins will host a CIP meeting on Tuesday, 
March 8, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Metro-
politan CME Church Sanctuary, located at 8955 
South Freeway.
 Discussion topics will include area develop-
ments and improvements, street and drainage 
repairs, parks and recreation facilities and librar-
ies. ReBuild Houston updates and the city’s draft 
bike plan will also be presented.
 For more information, contact Boykins’ offi ce 
at 832-393-3001.
 To view the city’s CIP plan for Fiscal Years 
2016-2018, visit http://www.houstontx.gov/cip.

Vacant restaurants demolished

Demolition crews leveled two longstanding structures Wednesday, Feb. 24, near the inter-
section of the Gulf Freeway and Beltway 8. Both buildings, located in the parking lot of 
the AMC Gulf Pointe 30 theatre, once housed restaurants. The above structure was once 
a Bennigan’s, while the building shown below had been numerous restaurants over the 
years. At press time, it was unclear what, if anything, was planned for the empty spaces. 
              Photos by Marie Flickinger

Filing ends for local MUD elections
 Candidate fi ling for the local May 7 munici-
pal utility district board elections closed Friday, 
Feb. 19, with only one seat being challenged.
 Clear Brook City MUD incumbent Kelly 
Buckman (who is serving the remainder of her 
late husband Steve Buckman’s term) will face 
challengers Chris McDonald and Lionel Butler. 
A Baytown police lieutenant by profession, 
McDonald ran an unsuccessful bid for constable 
in 2012. Butler currently serves on the 

Architectural Control Committee for the 
Sageglen Community Association.
 Clear Brook City MUD incumbents David 
Flickinger and Chuck Tylka are running unop-
posed.
 Early voting will take place April 25 through 
May 3.
 No elections will be held in the Kirkmont and 
Sagemeadow MUDs, as all incumbents are run-
ning unopposed.
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Chavez commends 
Constable Diaz
 Recently, several neighbors and I had 
the opportunity to discuss how public ser-
vice has improved in our neighborhood. We 
noticed, for example, that we have seen our 
Constables driving through our neighbor-
hood, occasionally talking to members of 
our community, and also engaging with our 
children to keep them safe.
 Constable Chris Diaz, of Precinct 2, Har-
ris County, has even attended our events 
to speak about new efforts his offi ce has 
made to ensure we feel safe and our prob-
lems are addressed. 
 For example, Constable Diaz made it a 
point to visit our community event during 
National Night Out. He also created sever-
al events during Easter, the Thanksgiving 

 In My Opinion
holidays, and at our own neighborhood pic-
nics, he provided snacks, fi ngerprinted our 
children, and spoke about the services his 
offi ce provides.
 Because of his interest in serving to 
keep our neighborhoods secure, and to re-
main engaged with us to keep up to date on 
public safety issues, we feel that he is the 
best-suited person to lead our Constable’s 
Offi ce into the next decade. 
 We are often quick to criticize our public 
servants and our politicians when some-
thing goes wrong, or when we are not con-
sulted about our specifi c problems, but in 
Constable Diaz’ case, he has always been 
available to listen, he shows us he cares, 
and his men and women in uniform are 
among the most professional. We are proud 
to have Constable Chris Diaz as our com-
munity’s Constable.
 Sincerely, Linda Chavez

Deaths
Nina Kate 
Harrison

 Nina Kate (Andrews) Lar-
son Harrison, 80, longtime 
South Belt/Pearland area res-
ident, died Saturday, Feb. 13, 
2016. She was born Sept. 28, 
1935, the oldest of seven chil-
dren. 
 She spent her life in ser-
vice to children and families. 
During the 1980s and 90s, 
she served as a Girl Scout 
leader for Troops 160 and 
1555, and she also held a va-
riety of positions within the 
Challenger division of the 
San Jacinto District.
 Harrison attended Friends-
wood Church of Christ for 
30-plus years, and in later 
years, she was a member of 
New Hope Church 288. 
 Over the years, Harrison 
volunteered in many capac-
ities, including Impact and 
Meals on Wheels, and was 
active in the Sunday school 
programs. She was known as 
“Mamaw” or “Ms. Nina” to 
many friends and her family. 
 Harrison is survived by 
her siblings, Dean Richard-
son, Betty Moore, Charles 
Andrews, Burleigh Andrews 
and Gerald Andrews; her 
son, Craig (Bones) Harrison 
and wife Susie; three grand-
daughters: Sherry Rightmer 
and husband Jon, Brandy 
Lewis and husband John, 
and Maria Turrubiates; four 
great-grandchildren: Mikayla 
Rightmer, Aidan and Rowan 
Lewis, and Gonzalo Turrubi-
ates.
 A celebration of life ser-
vice was held for Harrison 
on Saturday, Feb. 20, 2016, at 
New Hope Church in Alvin, 
Texas.

Local library events set
Parker Williams Branch

 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. 
 Thursday, Feb. 25, at 1:30 p.m. – Book discussion on Lilies of the Field; by William E. 
Barrett.
 Friday, Feb. 26, at 4 p.m. – Teen Movie and DIY. Feature presentation is Pixels, rated PG-
13, and an 8-bit Pearler Bead craft.
 Monday, Feb. 29, at 6:30 p.m. – Classes and Funding for Construction Careers. Join Dr. 
J.D. Taliaferro Jr., director of Applied Technologies & Trades at San Jacinto College,  to learn 
about classes available in construction and related fi elds, funding to cover class costs and job 
placement.
 Wednesday, March 2, at 4 p.m. – Read Across America. Come and celebrate Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday. Take a dip in McElligot’s Pool in the library. The group will read through the origi-
nal book, play some games, and end with a sweet treat.
 TaxAide is available Mondays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. through April 18, 2016. 
Volunteers from AARP TaxAide will assist with federal income tax preparation, tax questions 
and fi ling tax returns. This service is free and is available in the library meeting room on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Bring a photo-ID, Social Security cards and any other offi cial 
documentation for oneself and all dependents, a copy of last year’s income tax return, W-2 
forms from each employer, unemployment compensation statements, and any other necessary 
forms to help the volunteer complete the return.
 Wednesdays – Preschool Story Time, 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.; Thursdays – Toddler Story 
Time, 10:30 a.m.; Saturdays – Vietnamese Storytime. Classes are at 10 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m. For more information on Vietnamese programs, speak with Loc Bui. 
 For more information on all programs, call the library at 281-484-2036.

Bracewell Branch Library
 The following events are scheduled for March at the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 
Kingspoint.
 Tuesdays – Pre-K Storytime (ages 3-5 years and their parents/caregivers) from 10:30 to 11 
a.m.; Storytime Craft from 11 to 11:30 a.m.
 Wednesdays – Baby/Toddler Storytime (ages 6-36 months and their parents/caregivers) at 
10:30 a.m.; Baby/Toddler Playgroup (ages 6 months to 3 years and their parents/caregivers) at 
11 a.m.; Computer Basics at 2 p.m.; Internet Basics at 3:15 p.m.; and Power Point at 4:30 p.m.
 Saturday, March 5 – Manga/Anime Club from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. This is a monthly meeting 
for manga/anime fangirls and their friends ages 10-14.
 Saturday, March 5 and March 19 – Spanish Computer Class from 10:30 a.m. to noon.
 Thursday, March 17 – Not Your Mama’s Book Club from 6 to 7:45 p.m. The group will 
focus on A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith.
 Bracewell hours are Sunday and Monday - Closed; Tuesday and Wednesday - 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Thursday - noon to 8 p.m., Friday - 1 to 5 p.m., and Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 For more information on programs, call the Bracewell Library at 832-393-2580.

Shirley B. 
Erickson

 Shirley B. Erickson, 87, a 
50-year South Belt resident, 
died on Thursday, Feb. 18, 
2016. 
 She was born Oct. 18, 
1928, in Hamburg, Iowa. 
She grew up in Omaha, Neb., 
where she met and married 
her husband, Martin Erick-
son.
 The couple moved to 
Houston in 1965. Her hus-
band was employed at NASA 
Johnson Space Center. She 
worked at J.C. Penney, Cen-
tel and Williams Co. over the 
years. She retired from Wil-
liams Co. in 2003.
 Erickson loved to work 
in her yard spending all day 
there pulling weeds and trim-
ming plants, having to be told 
it was late and time to go in-
side.
 She is preceded in death 
by her parents, George and 
Christy Burg; brother J.B. 
Burg; sister Eleanor Beal; 
and infant son Kevin M. Er-
ickson.
 She is survived by her hus-
band, Martin, two girls: Mi-
chelle Norwood and Candace 
Loy; grandchildren Brittney 
Bragg, Shelbie Gibbs, Pat-
rick Gibbs and John Norwood 
Jr.; great-grandchildren Jaco-
by and Emily Garrison; and 
many nieces and nephews in 
Omaha.
 The funeral service will be 
held at 12:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 25, 2016, at South Park 
Funeral Home, 1310 N. Main 
St. in Pearland. 
 Interment will be at South-
Park Cemetery.

Herman Pena 
Ortiz Sr.

 Herman Pena Ortiz Sr., 
68, died on Sunday, Feb. 21, 
2016, in Houston. 
 He was born Jan. 30, 
1948, to Phillip Ortiz and 
Inez Pena. 
 He was a resident of the 
South Belt area for more than 
35 years.
 Ortiz was preceded in 
death by his parents, Phillip 
and Inez; brothers Adam and 
Phillip III; and sisters Olga 

Bay Area Quilt Guild meets March 1
 The Bay Area Quilt Guild meets the first Tuesday of each month at Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church at 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. Fellowship begins at 6:30 p.m. and the general meeting/
program begins at 7 p.m. The March 1 meeting will be the annual auction when everyone 
cleans out their sewing room and donates items for the quilt guild’s big fundraiser. Both silent 
and live auctions will be held. There will be bargains galore. All guests are welcome to attend. 
For more information, call Debby Benson at 713-248-8757 or check the website at bayarea-
quiltguild.org.

PW Library seeks book donations
 The Friends of Parker Williams Branch Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd., are currently seek-
ing donations of nice condition adult fi ction pocket paperbacks and children’s books.

City’s ParkHouston launches 
downtown parking meter upgrade
 ParkHouston – a division 
of the City of Houston’s Ad-
ministration and Regulatory 
Affairs Department – recent-
ly kicked off the fi rst phase of 
the city’s parking meter up-
grade with the deployment of 
276 new solar-powered park-
ing meter pay stations located 
throughout downtown. 
 In October 2015, Hous-
ton City Council approved 
a $10 million plan to update 
the City’s entire fl eet of 1,054 
parking pay stations over the 
next fi ve years.
 “It’s important our tech-
nology keeps up with our 
times,” said Maria Irshad, as-
sistant director for ParkHous-
ton. “When these meters 
were installed, fl ip-phones 
were new and MySpace was 
the most visited website of 
the year. These new pay sta-
tions have a 50 percent faster 
processing time and feature 
pay-by-plate technology to 
make parking as easy as pos-
sible.”
 Technology has greatly 
improved since the current 
pay stations were deployed 
in 2006. The new pay stations 
feature longer-lasting bat-
teries, next-generation solar 
technology, faster processors 
and improved modem net-

works that have been found 
to improve overall pay station 
response times by 50 percent. 
 The pay-by-plate feature 
allows customers to pay us-
ing their license plate rather 
than use a dashboard receipt. 
Customers can also choose to 
receive a text message alert 
15 minutes prior to time ex-
piring. Customers paying by 
credit card can “re-feed the 
meter” and extend their park-
ing time by simply respond-
ing to the text message. The 
pay stations will continue to 
accept all other payment op-
tions including coins, cash, 
credit cards and the Parkmo-
bile app.
 “Our goal is to make 
parking in Houston quick 
and easy for our customers,” 
said Irshad. “Customers were 
tired of printing dashboard 
receipts and paper jams every 
time it rained. We listened to 
their concerns and now have 
a pay-by-plate option, stron-
ger batteries and paper-jam 
sensors custom designed for 
Houston.”
 ParkHouston’s top cus-
tomer complaint was that pay 
stations malfunctioned on 
dark, rainy days – a frequent 
occurrence here in Houston. 
 In addition to battery and 

solar-panel improvements, 
the city worked with pay 
station designer T2 Systems 
to incorporate a paper-jam 
sensor that could withstand 
Houston’s humidity and 
heavy rain to prevent cus-
tomers from paying at a pay 
station that fails to print a 
receipt. Each new pay station 
will have a special paper-jam 
sensor that will notify the 
ParkHouston offi ce in the 
event of a paper jam. The pay 
station will immediately stop 
processing transactions and 
instead direct customers to 
pay at another pay station.
 Installation of the 276 pay 
stations began in January and 
should be completed by the 
end of March. The pay sta-
tions feature the same oper-
ating system as the existing 
fl eet and maintain the same 
“look and feel” to minimize 
confusion. ParkHouston will 
station “Parking Ambassa-
dors” in the deployment area 
with instructional cards to 
answer any questions about 
the new pay stations and their 
new features.
 For more information on 
ParkHouston or the City of 
Houston’s new parking pay 
stations, visit www.parkhous 
tontx.org.

CCISD Stadium opens March 10
 Thanks to the residents 
of Clear Creek Independent 
School District, beginning on 
March 10, 2016, Clear Creek 
ISD is offi cially home to two 
stadiums. Construction is 
nearing completion on CCISD 
Challenger Columbia Stadi-
um which was conceived of 
and built to better support the 
growing student population 
and athletic and fi ne arts pro-
gramming in CCISD.
 At a Dedication and Com-
munity Celebration on March 
10 at 5 p.m., the district plans 
to open the 10,000-seat stadi-
um to the public for the fi rst 
time and say thank you for 
overwhelmingly supporting 
the 2013 Bond Program on 
which the stadium was a key 

proposed project. 
 The Challenger Columbia 
Stadium is located at 1955 W. 
NASA Blvd. in League City.
 In addition to the ceremo-
nial dedication of the stadium, 
visitors can expect an all-out 
community celebration to in-
clude performances by the 
students who will now call 
Challenger Columbia Stadium 
‘home,’ as well as a skydiving 
demonstration with precision 
landing planned for the 50-
yard line. 
 Fans will also hear from 
district leadership and Dr. 
Ellen Ochoa, director of the 
NASA Johnson Space Center. 
CCISD is especially honored 
that several family members 
of both the Challenger and 

Columbia crews will be in 
attendance to witness the ded-
ication of the facility named to 
forever celebrate the legacy of 
their loved ones.
 The addition of the stadium 
complex, complete with track 
and fi eld amenities, has drawn 
attention for wide use. On 
April 29-30, the Region III, 
6A Track Meet will be held at 
Challenger Columbia Stadium 
hosting athletes, coaches and 
spectators from more than 75 
high schools for the stiff com-
petition that will determine 
who will advance to the state 
meet. Stadium events such as 
the Region III meet attract new 
visitors to the area, spotlight-
ing the region and even boost-
ing the local economy.

SBHLL parade invite
 Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League offi cials invite all South Belt community and non-
profi t groups to help celebrate the league’s 50th anniversary this season by taking part in the 
annual opening day parade Saturday, March 12. The community and nonprofi t groups are 
welcome to participate in the parade free of charge. Business entries, meanwhile, may take 
part for $50 each. Entry forms are available by directing email to sbhll@hotmail.com. The 
deadline for parade form entries is March 5.

Meador Elementary stu-
dent Alejandro Lopez 
fi nished fi rst in the Pasa-
dena Independent School 
District Chess Exhibition 
held Saturday, Feb. 6, at 
Beverly Hills Intermedi-
ate. Pictured with Lopez 
is Meador Principal Bev-
erly Bolton.

Photo submitted

Lopez 
finishes
on top

Laura Vega 
Marquez

 Laura Vega Marquez, 72, 
died on Saturday, Feb. 13, 
2016, after a long battle with 
cancer. She was born on Oct. 
20, 1943, to Luis and Laura 
Vega in Santa Fe, Argentina.
 Marquez is survived by 
her husband of 48 years, Juan 
Carlos Marquez; three chil-
dren: Dean and wife Brisa 
Marquez, Michael and wife 
Jennifer Marquez, and Cyn-
thia Marquez; and six grand-
children: Jacob, Daniel, Ava, 
Cara, Matthew and Lucas.
 In 1978, Marquez and her 
family moved to the South 
Belt area from New York to 
forge a better life. The family  
prospered over the next few 
decades. All three children 
not only graduated from J. 
Frank Dobie High School, 
but also graduated from col-
lege, which fulfi lled a life-
long dream for both Marquez 
and her husband. 
 After their children were 
grown, she and her husband, 
longtime South Belt resi-
dents, traveled to Europe, 
Canada, and South and Cen-
tral America. She enjoyed 
baking and cooking, taking 
care of her garden at home, 
helping her husband run his 
auto mechanic shop, arrang-
ing fl owers, taking technolo-
gy courses at the local library, 
and spending time with her 
family and grandchildren.
 Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 
26, 2016, at St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church.
 Interment will follow im-
mediately after the services 
at South Park Cemetery in 
Pearland. 
 In lieu of fl owers, the fam-
ily has asked that memorial 
donations be made in Mar-
quez’s name to the American 
Cancer Society.

 Open auditions will be 
held at the Bay Area Har-
bour Playhouse in Dick-
inson March 7 and 8  for 
the upcoming stage produc-
tion of Rex’s Exes. Director 
Bennie Nipper will be look-
ing for 12 women and three 
men for the cast.
 This funny South-
ern-fried farce by Jessie 
Jones, Nicholas Hope and 
Jamie Wooten fi nds the 

Verdeen cousins, Gay-
nelle, Peaches and Jimmie 
of Sweetgum, Texas,  tee-
tering on the brisk of disas-
ter again. 
 The show will open April 
15 and run though May 8 at 
the theater located at 3803 
Hwy. 3.
 For more information, 
call 281-337-7469 or visit 
http://www.harbourtheater.
com./

Auditions at BAHP

Correction
 The wrong last name was submitted to the Leader 
for one of the students in a photo of the Thompson 
all-girls STEM students on Page 2A of the Feb. 18, 
2016. 
 The correct names of the two girls in the top photo 
are Nayelli Melendez and Stephanie Alvarez.

Get Half-Price HLSR 
Carnival Packs

while they are still available.
Not available after March 1st

713-876-0532 or email
MDG1104@aol.com

Bondy’s Galang wins district 
bee, Morris’s Scott runner-up

By Melissa Trevizo
Pasadena ISD

 Bondy seventh-grader Roy 
Patrick Galang was the last 
man standing at the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
Spelling Bee Feb. 23 at South 
Houston High School.
 He edged out runner-up 
Morris sixth-grader Maya 
Scott by correctly spelling 
the work obelisk, meaning a 
stone pillar.
 The competition started 
with 23 students including the 
third- and fourth-grade spelling 
bee winners and competitors 

from all of the PISD’s middle 
and intermediate schools.
 Judges included Dr. Rhon-
da Parmer, associate super-
intendent of campus devel-
opment; Dr. Scott Harrell, 
executive director of leader-
ship and development; and 
Toni Lopez, executive direc-
tor of curriculum and instruc-
tion and Allison Zamarripa, 
middle school ELAR and so-
cial studies specialist. 
 Katherine Rearick, read-
ing and language arts spe-
cialist, served as caller and 
Patricia Sermas, director of 

Bondy seventh-grader Roy Patrick Galang, winner of the District Spelling Bee, 
and runner-up Morris sixth-grader Maya Scott. Photos by Jade Wise

advanced academics served 
as appeal judge.
 Coordinator of the district 
spelling bee was Leslie Axel.
 Once the competition was 
down to Galang and Scott the 
students went more than 10 
rounds before a winner was 
named.
 As the winner and run-
ner-up for the district bee, 
Galang and Scott will par-
ticipate in the Houston Pub-
lic Media Spelling Bee on 
Saturday, April 2, which will 
air live at 2 p.m. on Houston 
Public Media channel 8.

Continued from Page 1A
at 7330 Spencer Highway in Pasadena and the Freeman 
Branch Library at 16616 Diana Lane in the Clear Lake 
area.
 Early voting locations are not to be confused with 
Election Day voting locations, which are done by pre-
cinct and by party. (See accompanying chart on this 
page.) Residents should also be aware that nearly all of 
the Election Day polling locations have changed since 
the last major primary in 2012.
 Voting hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
 To fi nd a precinct or see a sample ballot, visit www.
harrisvotes.org.

Primary voting Tuesday

Howard stars in Nunsense

Free tutoring at St. Luke’s
 St. Luke’s Catholic church, 11011 Hall Road, offers free tutoring on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Education Building, Room 2, for ages K-12 and college. For more 
information, contact Joe Pavlicek at 281-484-1397.

South Belt Elementary Principal Candy Howard has been moonlighting as an 
actress in the musical Nunsense. The play just concluded a two-week run at the 
College of the Mainland in Texas City.

Continued from Page 1A
in a play, Howard has to learn to ad-
just her teaching style for each child.
 Besides theater, Howard also sings in her 
church choir. For 30 years Howard directed 
a youth choir at her church but has recently 
retired. She also likes to hang out with her 
grandchildren, Kennedy and Karson.
 Theater is something that runs in How-
ard’s family. Her daughter is also into theater, 
and one of her grandchildren, Kennedy, made 

her debut on stage with Howard. Kennedy’s 
fi rst play was Fiddler on the Roof.
 Howard usually does plays during the 
summer when she has more free time. Most 
of Howard’s plays are through the United 
Players Incorporated, which is a nonprofi t 
community theater in Friendswood. Even 
though theater may be hard work, Howard 
considers it to be a way to escape.
 “It’s a stress reliever to dress up and be 
someone different for a couple of hours a day.”

South Belt’s Howard moonlights

David H. Reyes

 David H. Reyes, 70, died 
Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2016, in 
Houston following an illness.
 He was born and raised in 
Kingsville, Texas, the son of 
Joe and Rita Reyes. He was 
a lifelong resident of South 
Belt.
 Reyes leaves behind  his 
wife of 53 years, Sulema 
Reyes; his daughter, Ruth 
Zunker, and husband Dwayne 
Zunker; son David L. Reyes 
and wife Nora Reyes; son 
Daniel Reyes; son Bob-
by Reyes and wife Norma 
Reyes; 11 grandchildren; 
two great-grandchildren; 
and many close family 
members and friends.
 A funeral will be held 
on Monday, Feb. 29, 2016, 
at noon at Niday Funeral 
Home, 12440 Beamer Road 
in Houston.

Zuniga and Oralia Martinez.
 Survivors include his wife 
of 47 years, Marcela Marti-
nez Ortiz; fi ve children: Lou-
is Ortiz, Herman Ortiz Jr., 
Mathew Ortiz, Michael Or-
tiz and wife Kristi, Carmela 
Swinnen and husband Chris; 
four grandchildren: Kennedy 
Coma, Abbie Ortiz, Jacob 
Ortiz and Ethan Ortiz; broth-
er Abel Ortiz; and many other 
family members and friends.
 A Rosary and vigil were 
held Wednesday, Feb. 24, 
2016, at Niday Funeral Home 
in Houston. 
 A funeral Mass will be 
celebrated at 11 a.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 25, 2016, at St. 
Luke the Evangelist Catholic 
Church, 11011 Hall Road in 
Houston, where a reception 
will follow Mass.
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Laura Bush Elementary recently 
held its 100th day of school cele-
bration on Monday February 8th.  
Pictured are students as well as 
teachers who participated.

At left, Assistant Principal Ma-
ria Hernandez “Zero the Hero” 
and teacher Stephanie Tellez as 
“100-year-old lady.”

At right, kindergartener Fernando 
Flores shows off his “I survived 100 
days of school” shirt.

Photos submitted

 Bush marks 
100th day 
of school

Laura Bush kindergarteners show off their 100 
days of school shirts and hats. Pictured are, left 
to right, (front row) Xamira Ayala, Tracy Bui, 

Anna Ju, (back row) Imani Bobb, Giselle Espar-
za, Denym Dillard, Kathleen Tran, Melina Flores 
and Natalie Cazares.

Jones elected to HERDI South advisory board
 San Jacinto College pro-
vost, Dr. Brenda Jones, was 
recently elected to the ad-
visory board of the Higher 
Education Research and De-
velopment Institute (HERDI) 
South.
 HERDI facilitates frank 
and critical dialogue between 
community colleges and the 
business communities that 
seek to serve them. According 
to HERDI, many companies 
continue to face challenges 
entering into the education-
al market, so they provide 
featured client companies a 
unique avenue for feedback 
from college presidents and 
provosts. In exchange, these 
college leaders are able to 
stay apprised of cutting edge 
technologies and services 
they could potentially utilize 
to enhance student success at 
their respective institutions.
 The advisory board of 
HERDI South is comprised 
of 16 college presidents 
and provosts throughout the 
southern region of the United 
States. The organization em-
phasizes networking, prob-
lem solving, and cooperative 
efforts towards addressing 
issues of common concern 
among the membership insti-
tutions.
 “I am truly honored to 
have the opportunity to serve 
on the HERDI South advi-
sory board,” said Jones, who 
served as San Jacinto College 
dean of business and technol-
ogy from 2010 to 2012, pri-
or to her provost position. “I 
am committed to providing 
candid comments, reviews, 
and critiques to the various 
companies that present their 
products, concepts, or mar-
keting plans to the HERDI 
South board members. Our 
comments are aimed to help 
these companies refi ne their 
marketing strategies and ex-
pand their overall markets 
while enriching networking 
opportunities among the 
member educational institu-
tions during this exchange of 
ideas.”
 Furthermore, Jones said, 

“San Jacinto College’s lead-
ers understand that in order 
for our students to succeed 
in this 21st century informa-
tion-based global economy, 
we need to keep expanding 
our technological education-
al opportunities. The mission 
facing community and techni-
cal colleges is more complex 
and important than ever be-
fore. It demands cooperative 
efforts among educational 
institutions to provide cutting 
edge technology for our stu-
dents to prepare them for the 
global environment they will 
function in.  As a member of 
the advisory board of HERDI 
South, I have an opportunity 
to hear fi rst-hand about the 
latest technology available 
and to help these companies 
shape their products to best fi t 
our students’ needs to ensure 
their success.”
 Jones has signifi cant ex-
perience in building strategic 
and collaborative alliances 
with business, community, 
and state leaders. 
 As one of the college’s 
Strategic Leadership Team 
(SLT) members, she was in-
strumental developing part-
nerships in support of the 
new Dr. Kirk Lewis Pasadena 
Career and Technical High 
School in Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District, as well 
as the new Turner College 

and Career High School in 
Pearland ISD. She has been 
involved with the acquisi-
tion and administration of 
numerous Perkins grants and 
is an active member in many 

community events and orga-
nizations, including the Clear 
Lake Chamber of Commerce 
and the Pearland Chamber 
of Commerce, and serves on 
the Pearland Economic Lead-

Dr. Brenda Jones, San Jacinto College provost, has 
been elected to the Higher Education Research and 
Development Institute (HERDI) South region advi-
sory board. Photo by Andrea Vasquez

ership Council and Capella 
University Community Col-
lege Advisory Council.
 In addition, Jones serves 
on the executive board of the 
South Belt Ellington Cham-
ber as well as the advisory 
board of Memorial Herman 
Southeast Hospital. In 2011, 
Jones was nominated by her 
colleagues and peers to re-
ceive the Association of Ed-
ucational Offi ce Personnel 
(AEOP) 2011-2012 Boss of 
the Year award; in 2012 was 
one of 38 college adminis-
trators worldwide to receive 
the Chair Academy Idahlynn 
Karre Exemplary Leader 
Award; and was one of the 
San Jacinto College Excel-
lence Award winners in 2013. 
In 2014, Jones was elected 
to the National Alliance of 
Community and Technical 
Colleges (NACTC).
 Jones earned her doctor-
ate in Educational Human 
Resource Development from 
Texas A&M University in 
College Station, Texas; a 
Master’s of Science in Edu-
cational Administration and a 
Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration and Man-
agement from the University 
of Houston-Clear Lake; and 
an associate of art, an associ-
ate of applied science, and an 
associate of science from Lee 
College in Baytown, Texas.

Engineering program shows 90% enrollment boom
By Andrea Vasquez

Communications 
Coordinator

San Jacinto College
 In just over a year, San 
Jacinto College’s associate 
of science degree in engi-
neering sciences program 
has seen a 900 percent en-
rollment increase, and the 
numbers keep rising.
 Originally created for stu-
dents following a mechan-
ical engineering pathway, 
students interested in other 
engineering fi elds found it 
diffi cult to take necessary 
course work and be prepared 
to transfer into four-year en-
gineering programs. STEM 
(science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics) 
faculty made curriculum 
adjustments so that all San 
Jacinto College students 
pursuing any fi eld of engi-
neering would receive the 
fi rst two years of engineer-
ing prerequisites needed to 
seamlessly transfer into their 
desired university programs. 
The program’s initial en-
rollment numbers from the 
South campus showed only 
29 students enrolled in fall 
2014, however, nearly 300 
students were enrolled in 
engineering courses at the 
South campus for the spring 
2016 semester.
 “We expanded the course 
options for attaining the en-
gineering associate degree,” 
said Dr. Karen Duston, San 
Jacinto College engineering 
professor. “For example, 
students planning on becom-
ing industrial engineers now 
have the option to take en-

gineering economics, while 
students planning on becom-
ing chemical engineers will 
take more chemistry courses. 
Students now have course 
options that allow them to 
better meet the needs of 
biomedical, chemical, civil, 
computer, electrical, and in-
dustrial engineering as well 
as mechanical engineering 
programs. We even have 
students already enrolled in 
four-year programs coming 
here to take our engineer-

ing courses due to the small 
class sizes and one-on-one 
instruction we provide.”
 Despite the downturn the 
oil and gas industry is cur-
rently experiencing, Hous-
ton continues to be one of the 
largest metropolitan areas 
for engineers. “Engineering 
continues to be an extreme-
ly popular fi eld with a high 
demand, especially with 
Houston ranking second in 
the nation for the number of 
engineers, it is a great place 

for someone majoring in en-
gineering to get a job upon 
graduation,” said Andrew 
Vines, San Jacinto College 
department chair for chem-
istry, engineering, geology, 
and physics. “The program 
at San Jacinto College pre-
pares students to transfer 
into and succeed in any four-
year engineering program.”
 “Engineering is all about 
problem solving, and I like 
to be challenged,” said San 
Jacinto College engineering 

San Jacinto College celebrates National Engineering Week at the South campus 
on Feb. 25 and 26 with professional engineer visits, engineering student demon-
strations, and an engineering transfer fair. Student Zackary Butterfi eld sets up a 
round-bottom fl ask for a boiling point experiment. Photo by Andrea Vasquez

Laura Bush Elementary students 
were visited by author/illustrator 
Vuthy Kuon on Thursday, Feb. 18. 
Kuon talked to the students about 
what it takes to be an author and 
how to have fun while writing. He 
entertained them with his drawings 
and silly sense of humor. The stu-
dents agreed they enjoyed the visit.

Photos submitted

Author 
visits Laura 

Bush 
Elementary

Author Vuthy Kuon and student Victoria Robles

Pictured are, left to right, A’myri Allen, author 
Vuthy Kuon, teacher Juliette Patterson, Alexa 

Villasenor, Manuel Contreras and Richard Her-
erra.

student Justin Hogues. “The 
classes are more affordable, 
the professors and staff 
members are always avail-
able to help, and the college 
resources are great. I plan on 
having a career in chemical 
engineering, and I feel I’m 
getting the foundation I need 
in the engineering program 
here.”
 According to the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, Tex-
as continues to rank high for 
engineering employment. 
In terms of average annu-
al salaries, Houston ranks 
as the highest paying met-
ro area for civil engineers 
($112,480), chemical engi-
neers ($128,380), and petro-
leum engineers ($168,280). 
Last year, Forbes.com 
named the Houston area 
as the sixth-best city in the 
United States for engineers, 
stating that the city has 21 
engineers for every 1,000 
employees.
 This past fall, San Jacin-
to College signed an artic-
ulation agreement with the 
University of Houston Cul-
len College of Engineering 
program, adding a seamless 
transfer option for associate 
degree engineering students.
 The San Jacinto College 
South campus will celebrate 
National Engineering Week 
with a two-day event on Feb. 
25 and 26.  On Feb. 25, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Engineers 
from industry and govern-
mental agencies will be on-
site to meet with students, 
information will be available 
from various college STEM 
programs, and engineer-
ing students will be doing 
demonstrations. 
 On Feb. 26, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., an engineering 
transfer fair will be held with 
representatives from Lamar 
University, Texas Tech Uni-
versity, Texas A&M – Cor-
pus Christi, Texas A&M at 
Galveston, the University 
of Houston, the Universi-
ty of Houston-Clear Lake, 
and the University of Tex-
as at Tyler, who along with 
others, will be available for 
information about their en-
gineering programs. A San 
Jacinto College engineering 
program alumnus will be the 
guest speaker from 11 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. Both days of the 
event are free and open to all 
students, the general public, 
and local high schools and 
will be held in the atrium 
of the San Jacinto College 
South Campus Natural Sci-
ences and Health Sciences 
Building (Building 1), locat-
ed at 13735 Beamer Road in 
Houston.
 For more information on 
the San Jacinto College asso-
ciate of science in engineer-
ing science program, visit 
sanjac.edu/engineering.

Thompson seventh-graders attended the district 
science fair on Friday, Jan. 22, and met with JA-
SON Learning scientist Jendai Robinson. Pictured 
are, left to right, (front row) Jason Benavides - En-
ergy Effi cient Bulb; (back row) seventh-grade sci-

Thompson 7th-graders at district science fair

ence teacher Rachel Heffernan; Destiny Sanchez - 5 
Second Rule: What are you eating?; Alexia Castex 
- StainTastic; Diarra Hypolite - Dirty Mouth Effect; 
JASON scientist Jendai Robinson, and Assistant 
Principal Travis Teichelman. Photo by Carol Waters

Descendants of Jose Miguel Arciniega presented Mead-
or Elementary with a portrait of the Coahuiltejano Pa-
triot, a governmental, political and military leader in 
the State of Texas for 36 years. They also presented the 
library with two copies of the book, Don Jose Miguel de 
Arciniega. The portrait was painted by David Baisden 
of Houston. Pictured are, left to right, Connie Daumas, 
peer facilitator; Beverly Bolton, principal; Donna DeLe-

Meador presented portrait of Patriot

on, president of the Jose Miguel Arciniega Descendants 
Society;  Alexis Medrano, daughter of Donna DeLeon, 
and her son, Roman Salinas, a kindergarten student at 
Meador; Darlene Flores, descendant of Jose Miguel Ar-
ciniega; Amy Clowers, assistant principal; and Karen 
Barton, librarian. Donna DeLeon, Alexis Medrano and 
Roman Salinas are three generations of ancestry to Jose 
Miguel Arciniega. Photo submitted
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Hall Rentals
Weddings, Receptions, Retirements, Birthday PartiesWeddings, Receptions, Retirements, Birthday Parties

American Legion Post 490

Call between 9 AM - 1 PM  M-F
Capacity: 300

11702 Galveston Road
(across from Ellington Field)

281-481-1179

  Here comes
      the bride . . . 

Let South Belt Graphics 
& Printing take care of all your 

printing needs for your special day.

• Invitations • Envelopes •
• Napkins • Matchbooks •

• Thank You Cards •

11555 Beamer    281-484-4337

ment agencies joined forces 
to arrest fi ve men and one 
woman ranging in age from 
21 to 37 in connection with 
the kidnapping of 19-year-
old Kirkmont resident Troy 
Milton McDonald. 
 Ralph David Brown was 
killed with a shotgun blast 
by the resident of a Syca-
more Valley home he was 
apparently breaking into at 
5:20 a.m.

30 years ago (1986)
 The fi ve-member Texas 
Water Commission voted 
unanimously to approve 
formation of Municipal 
Utility District 192 to be 
developed by Ayrshire Cor-
poration.
 Three brothers, all South 
Belt area residents, were 
charged with a total of 34 
counts of theft resulting 
from alleged schemes to 
receive compensation from 
insurance companies based 
on phony illnesses.

25 years ago (1991)
 Dobie High School’s 
Academic Decathlon team 
won second place in state 
competition, losing out to 
the fi rst place winner by 
only 500 points.
 South Belt resident 
Sandra Sanchez delivered 
young Jack Anthony while 
dad Keith Sanchez coached 
and listened over the tele-
phone from the desert of 
Saudi Arabia.

20 years ago (1996)
 Sycamore Valley homes 
began automated trash pick 
up.
 Former San Jacinto 
College Board of Regents 
member Charles Ray Og-
den rejoined the board fi ll-
ing the unexpired term of 

40 years ago ( 1976)
 Sagemont area Long-
horns won the Pasadena 
City Championship in bas-
ketball. The boys were un-
defeated in 14 games.
 Two area head coaches, 
Gene McCarley, coach of 
the Dobie varsity basketball 
team, and Bob Perry, head 
basketball coach at South 
Houston, turned in their res-
ignations.

35 years ago ( 1981)
 Three local law enforce-

F.G. “Frenchie” Anders 
who resigned.

15 years ago (2001)
 At approximately 1 a.m., 
in a CCISD board meeting 
that started at 6 p.m., Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District board of trustees 
agreed to “pursue a school 
in the South Belt area to re-
place the Weber school.” 
 The Leader held an open 
house to celebrate 25 years 
in business.
 Pearland City Council 
offi cially adopted the recent 
road study which recom-
mended the connection of 
Yost and Scarsdale boule-
vards.
 Drill James “DJ” Puri-
foy, 18, was killed in a  Gal-
veston hit-and-run accident 
after attending Mardi Gras 
festivities.

10 years ago (2006)
 Boundaries for two new 
PISD schools were  ready to 
be announced. Laura Bush 
Elementary would relieve 
overcrowding at Jessup El-
ementary. Rick Schneider 
Middle School, specifi cal-
ly designed for fi fth- and 
sixth-graders, would ac-
commodate fi fth-graders 
from Jessup, Freeman, Mat-
thys and South Houston in-
termediates.
 Houston City Coun-
cilmember Addie Wiseman 
discussed several projects 
affecting the South Belt 
in the annual Capital Im-
provement Plan meeting. 
Among the projects was the 
completion of the Sagemont 
Pool (which opened Memo-
rial Day weekend in 2006). 
Improvements to Sabo, 
Hughes and Monroe roads 
and improvements to Black-

hawk Park and a replace-
ment facility for Bracewell 
Library were announced.
 Houston police were 
investigating the death of 
Marcus Hosea, 18, who was 
found dead on Kingspoint 
near Fuqua. A witness re-
ported hearing a gunshot, 
and when police arrived, 
they found Hosea on top of 
his bicycle in the roadway.

5 years ago (2011)
    Following a roughly 10-
day investigation, vice offi -
cers from the Harris County 
Sheriff’s offi ce raided the 
Lucky 7 game room near the 
intersection of Blackhawk 
and Kirkville. Sheriff depu-
ties seized three eight-liner 
machines and confi scated 
the motherboards of 37 
additional machines. The 
game room reportedly had 
96 total gaming machines. 
Deputies also seized a small 
amount of cash.

1 year ago (2015)
 Local hero Charles 
Jordan was honored at 
the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
31st annual banquet. Jor-
dan is credited for saving 
the life of Monica Garza 
the previous March when 
he selfl essly put his body 
between her and a pair of 
angry pit bulls that were at-
tacking her as she was jog-
ging along the Blackhawk 
hike-and-bike trail. Also 
honored at the event was 
Sagemeadow resident Dean 
Baier, who was named the 
chamber’s volunteer of the 
year. The director of oper-
ations for the Clear Brook 
City Municipal Utility Dis-
trict by trade, Baier serves 
on the Southeast Volunteer 

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

CONGRATS DOBIE COLORGUARDS!
 Congratulations is sent to director Tyler 
Scarberry and the Dobie High School Color-
guards for bringing home two more trophies 
from the Texas Colorguard Circuit competition 
on Saturday, Feb. 20, at Dekaney High School 
in Spring. Varsity earned a second-place tro-
phy in the Scholastic Regional A Blue division, 
and Junior Varsity brought home a third-place 
trophy in the Novice White division. Scarberry 
is a 2010 Dobie grad.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JIM!
 Special birthday greetings are sent Feb. 
25 from family and friends to Jim Muecke, 
an Edgebrook area resident active with com-
munity volunteer work on road and drainage 
projects.

BRAYDEN TURNS 14!
 Brayden Espinosa turns 14 years old 
Tuesday, March 1. Lots of hugs and best wish-
es for a fantastic birthday are sent from proud 
grandparents Jannie and Robert Scarberry of 
South Belt; mom and dad, Jenny (Hayes) and 
Benny Moreno, and sisters Baylee Espinosa 
and Livvy Moreno of Spring; uncle Tyler 
Scarberry of South Belt; aunt Stacey (Hayes), 
uncle Stephen and cousins Kennedy, Owen 
and Evie Flowers of Dickinson; uncle Joseph 
Hayes of Portsmouth, Va.; and uncle Austin, 
aunt Tiffany, and cousin Jade Scarberry.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays Feb. 25 through March 2.

Atkinson Elementary
 Light the birthday candles for Diana Aguirre 
March 1.

Burnett Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles March 2 for 
Connie Aviles.

Frazier Elementary
 Greetings for a wonderful birthday are sent 
to Brooke DuPont Feb. 27.

Moore Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles Feb. 25 for 
Leah Laredo. Sharing a birthday Feb. 28 are 
Adriana Ramirez and Priscilla Nguyen-Vu. 

Roberts Middle School
 Marking a birthday March 2 is Kim 
Camfield.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Blow out the birthday candles Feb. 25 for 
Gary Warner.

Thompson Intermediate
 The day for a birthday celebration for Justin 
Duncan is Feb. 26. Celebrating on Feb. 28 is 
Genoveva Landers. March 1 is the day for 
Katina Kirk to enjoy a birthday. Light the 
birthday candles March 2 for Jill Butler and 
Cynthia Lozano.

 Dobie High
 Blow out the birthday candles Feb. 25 for 
Michael Arroyo. Celebrating  a birthday Feb. 
27 are Nicolas Condon and Christopher 
Rojas. David Chollett and Zoila Salazar 
share a birthday Feb. 28. On March 1, birthday 
wishes are sent to Selene Reyes and Jason 
Roth.

FACEBOOK FRIENDS 
CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

 The Leader sends happy birthday wishes to 
its Facebook friends who celebrate a birthday 
this week:
 Thursday, Feb. 25: Frank Acosta, Carla 
Burback, Kayla Ferrell, Rene Hernandez, 
Kobe Ruiz-Estrada and Luciana Serrano; 
Friday, Feb. 26: Jimi Cebulla, Leah William-
son and Mark West; Saturday, Feb. 27: Sarah 
Tremont, Cindy Banhart, Miguel Villarreal, 
Jared Layne and Beth Northrup; Sunday, 
Feb. 28: Jessica Shannon, Rudy Peralez, 
Kim Brown and James Myers; Tuesday, 
March 1: Jacquie Farrey; and Wednesday, 
March 2: Sunshine Lane.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, con-
gratulations, etc., to mynews@southbeltlead 
er.com with OTBF in the subject line. Items 
must be submitted by Friday noon for the next 
week’s publication.

Remember When
Fire Department and is the 
top organizer and volunteer 
for the South Belt Spectac-
ular Cook-off.
 The Dobie High School 
Academic Decathlon team 
advanced to the state com-
petition following a win at 
the local Region 5 tourna-
ment. This marked the ninth 
consecutive year Dobie 
placed in the top 10 among 
28 schools to advance to 
the state meet. Coached by 
Steven Higginbotham, team 
members included Jacob 
Little, Adolfo Gracia, Diego 
Ramirez, Bill Huynh, Mo-
hammad Shobaki, Gabriel 
Perez, Jacob Bonavita and 
Vincent Gonzales.

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston                  281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

Partners in Education: LyondellBasell 
keeps traditions strong at Richey Elementary

 It’s been more than 20 
years and the partnership 
between LyondellBasell 
and Richey Elementary 
continues to grow. Proof 
of this evolving partner-
ship was apparent Feb. 11 
as nearly 40 volunteers 
from the Houston-based oil 
company spent the morn-
ing judging science fair 
projects.
 “The science fair is a 
major highlight for our 
students each year,” Phyl-
lis Salinas, Richey peer 
facilitator and science fair 
organizer said. “This is an 
amazing bunch. I’m as-
tounded at their commit-
ment and so grateful for 
their mentorship. Plus, they 
are a lot of fun.”
 The volunteers spent the 
morning fi ring off ques-
tions to about 100 third- and 
fourth-graders stationed 
beside their projects. Stu-
dents conducted research 
using the scientifi c method 
– building skills that Glenn 
Bollman, LyondellBasell’s 
eldest volunteer, says will 
benefi t students throughout 
their lives.
 “If a child really learns 
the scientifi c method, they 
can apply that knowledge 
and those skills to any-
thing,” Bollman said.
 A graduate of South 
Houston’s Class of ’65, 
Bollman remembered vol-
unteering at Richey when 
it was at its old location 
and the challenge he faced 
when he searched for the 
library.
 “When I fi rst started 
volunteering, most of the 

students spoke Spanish,” 
Bollman said. “I picked 
up some of the language 
from the students so, I 
was happy when I learned 
how to say, ‘Dónde está la 
biblioteca?’” The phrase 
translates to “Where is the 
library?”
 The on-going relation-
ship between Richey and 
LyondellBasell has been 
mutually benefi cial – giv-
ing close to 150 volunteers 
a gratifying experience 
working with the com-
munity while expanding 
educational opportunities 
through grant funds, com-
munity service efforts and 
the school’s popular pen 
pal program.
 In May, the school hosts 
a celebration in which the 
students and volunteers 
have the opportunity to 
meet the faces behind the 
letters.
 “It is such an amazing 
experience to build a re-
lationship and promote 
science and math through 
the writing,” John Finck, 
LyondellBasell represen-
tative said. “It’s daunting 
knowing that you can have 
a major impact on a student 
just through these letters. I 
can’t wait to meet my pen 
pal in May.”
 Denise Jennings, Ly-
ondellBasell’s community 
relations liaison, feels that 
“when you get the volun-
teers engaged, they will 
always want to come back 
year after year.”
 As a member of the 
Pasadena ISD Education 
Foundation, Jennings has 

been instrumental in build-
ing the business partner-
ship with LyondellBasell 
over the years. As a result, 
Richey has been the recip-
ient of numerous grant do-
nations.
 “I give them my deepest 
gratitude not only as a prin-
cipal but as a mother too,” 
Andrea Zapata, Richey’s 
principal said. “My daugh-
ter participated in the pen 
pal program when she was 
in fourth grade and I saw as 
a parent and campus lead-
er, the impact they made 
in her life. LyondellBasell 
is making a difference in 
the lives of all Richey stu-
dents.”

LyondellBasell representative Denise Jennings (left), Pasadena ISD Education 
Foundation member and Phyllis Salinas, Richey peer facilitator and science 
fair organizer, help continue partnership traditions at Richey Elementary.

Liany Martinez presents her Electrolysis of H2O 
science fair project to René Nowalk, a Lyondell-
Basell chemist. Photos submitted

Frazier Elementary School fourth-grader Rey 
Aguirre participated in the Texas Chess Associa-
tion Region V Scholastic Championship on Feb. 
13, 2016, sponsored by Baylor College of Med-
icine Academy. He came away with an eighth-
place win and a trophy. Photo submitted

Aguirre earns trophy 

Amyiah Cotton, a fourth-grader at South Belt El-
ementary School, pictured with Principal Candy 
Howard, won the Pasadena Independent School 
District competition for the Big Shoot Out. At 
the district competition, she competed against all 
fourth-grade girls who participated. Second-place 
winner was Jazmin DeLaFuente of Morales Ele-
mentary, and the third-place winner was Abigail 
Panza of Stuchbery Elementary. South Belt Ele-
mentary third-grade winners were Celessia Steans 
and Julian Salazar. Fourth-grade campus winners 
were Cotton and Austin Corwin, with Cotton ad-
vancing to the district level. Photo submitted

Cotton wins shootout

NASA Aglow presents 
Pastor Judy Guidry
 NASA Aglow meets on 
the second Thursday of each 
month at Praise Chapel to 
worship and to be inspired by 
a speaker. 
 On Thursday, March 10, at 
9:30 a.m., Pastor Judy Guidry 
will speak. 
 Guidry is co-founder of 
Michael Guidry Evangelistic 
Assoc., a multi-faceted or-
ganization designed to bring 
believers to spiritual matu-
rity through teachings that 
challenge and compel them. 
Her devotion to the work of 
ministry has remained stead-

fast for more than 38 years. 
Guidry serves beside her 
husband, Michael Guidry, as 
pastor of the Glorious Church 
in League City.
 Guidry is an accomplished 
conference speaker, psalmist, 
counselor and entrepreneur.
 On March 10 at 9:30 a.m., 
hear an inspiring message 
and then join in at a nearby 
restaurant for fellowship af-
terward. 
 Praise Chapel is located at 
18516 Hwy. 3 in Webster. For 
more information, call 281-
910-1970.

Judaism and religion in general: 

Free monthly discussions
 Congregation Shaar Ha-
shalom’s Rabbi Stuart Fede-
row will host free, open to 
the public, monthly discus-
sions. Sessions are held the 
second Thursday of every 
month at Victor’s 1425 
NASA Pkwy. in Houston 
(next to McDonald’s), at 7 
p.m.
 Anyone can join the 
discussion and bring ques-
tions, thoughts and opin-

ions to share with everyone 
present.
 Congregation Shaar Ha-
shalom is located at 16020 
El Camino Real in Houston, 
and is the Conservative syn-
agogue in the Bay Area.
 The entire community is 
invited to attend. 
 For more information, 
contact the Synagogue of-
fi ce at 281-488-5861 or at 
csh@shaarhashalom.org.

Jewish Youth Convention 
in Austin April 1-3
 The Jewish youth organi-
zation SWUSY (Southwest 
United Synagogue Youth) 
will have the Kadima (fi fth-
eighth grades) annual con-
vention at Austin, Texas, on 
Friday, April 1, to Sunday, 
April 3. 
 A weekend full of fun 
activities is planned, includ-
ing a Rodeo Relay, games, 
a swim-up movie night, 
Shabbat meals, free time for 
sports, chilling with friends 
and many other great activ-
ities. Last year, more than 
70 students participated, and 
more than that are expected 
this year.
 SWUSY uses an online 
registration system through 
Regpacks. Attendees will 
need to create an account, 
unless they already have 
one due to membership or 
signing up for past events 

(all participants must be reg-
istered members of USY/
Kadima before attending the 
convention). Chapter Advi-
sors will help with signing 
up.
 All transportation is or-
ganized on the chapter lev-
el, and scholarships may 
be available via chapter ad-
visors, as each chapter has 
different policies and proce-
dures.
 The convention will 
take place on the weekend 
of April 1-3 at the Dell’s 
Jewish Community Center 
campus located at 7300 Hart 
Lane in Austin.
 Congregation Shaar Ha-
shalom, whose youth will 
take part in the convention, 
is located at 16020 El Cami-
no Real in Houston, and is 
the Conservative synagogue 
in the Bay Area. Line by line 

with the prophets
 Get familiar with the 
prophets’ insights by read-
ing the ancient text together. 
Starting with Isaiah, partic-
ipants will learn and discuss 
each verse.
 Although the study is line 
by line through the text, one 
doesn’t have to have attended 
previous classes.
 The sessions, guided by 
Rabbi Stuart Federow, are 
conducted on Sundays from 

11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. at 
Congregation Shaar Hasha-
lom. The congregation, lo-
cated at 16020 El Camino 
Real, is the conservative Syn-
agogue in the Bay Area.
 The entire community is 
invited to attend. For more 
information, visit www.shaar 
hashalom.org or contact the 
Synagogue offi ce at 281-488-
5861 or at csh@shaarhasha 
lom.org.
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

 CHURCH DIRECTORY

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

BRAYDEN 
MAXWELL
ª March 1, 2016 ª

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!
Mom, Benny, Livvy, Baylee and 
Grandma & Grandpa Scarberry

HAPPY 14TH BIRTHDAYHAPPY 14TH BIRTHDAY

Community school grad beats odds, pursues nursing degree

 Savanah Salazar has beat-
en long odds to earn a high 
school diploma and pursue 
her dream of nursing.
 Salazar dropped out of 
high school during her fresh-
man year to take care of her 
mother, who was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. About 
seven years later, after taking 
advantage of the Pasadena 
Independent School Dis-
trict’s Community School 
program, she has her diplo-
ma in hand and is pursuing a 
nursing degree at San Jacinto 
College.
 It is an accomplishment 
that came with many hurdles 
along the way.
 “When I found out my 
mother had breast cancer, I’d 
come home from school to 
bathe her, feed her and drive 
her to chemotherapy – with-
out a license,” Salazar said. 
“I knew I wasn’t supposed to 
drive without a license, but 
she’s my mom. I was intent 
on taking care of her.”

 With her father not around, 
her brother in the Navy and 
her mother ill, Salazar ex-
perienced adulthood earlier 
than most teens. Her days 
as a straight-A student and 
star athlete became a distant 
memory.
 “It got overwhelming to 
the point where my mind was 
clouded with all the person-
al things going on,” Salazar 
said. “I threw my hands up 
and thought ‘I’m done with 
school – with everything.’”
 At 20, Salazar considered 
following in her brother’s 
footsteps and joining the 
Navy. She decided instead 
to explore different edu-
cational options for adults 
and reached out to various 
schools, including her former 
high school, about returning 
to the classroom. She said 
school offi cials considered 
her “too old” to go back.
 “It made me see the in-
stitution of education in a 
different light,” Salazar said. 
“I begged and pleaded with 
my original high school. I 
told them my mother was 
going through cancer. I asked 
if there was some program 
where I could go to school at 
night. I asked, ‘Can you work 
with me?’”
 No one could, she said.
 Salazar regained her faith 
in the education system when 
she moved with her mother to 
the Pasadena area. She heard 
about the Community School 
program and met the school’s 
director, Tom Swan.
 “I thought I was too old,” 

Salazar said. “I didn’t think I 
could go to high school and 
do four years. I called Mr. 
Tom Swan. He told me that 
I wasn’t too old. He told me 
to bring my transcript and 
that we’d sit down and have 
a meeting about it.”
 The Community School 
allows individuals who are 
credits shy of graduating the 
opportunity to earn a diploma 
through fl exible schedules 
and programs designed to fi t 
a student’s learning style.
 The campus celebrated 
a major milestone last year 
when it graduated its 500th 
student since it was estab-
lished in 2010.
 Swan, who celebrated 
50 years of service to the 
Pasadena ISD last year, and 
Jennifer Berry, the assistant 
principal, worked with Sala-
zar to establish a graduation 
plan. The support of the fac-
ulty and staff at the school 
helped Salazar rebound from 
her complicated past.
 “She is one of the most 
dedicated students I have ever 
had the pleasure of meeting,” 
Swan said. “I saw something 
in her when I fi rst met her. I 
knew she would not give up 
and if given a chance, she 
would succeed.”
 Upon meeting Swan for 
the fi rst time, she also dis-
covered something in him 
that was unique in compari-
son to educators she met in 
the past.
 “I thought he was crazy,” 
she joked. “He’s so funny. 
He’s one of the most genuine 
people I’ve ever met. Aside 
from being a teacher, I respect 
him as a man. When I had my 
interview with him, he saw 
that I essentially needed all of 
my credits, but he was willing 
to work with me.”

 Salazar admitted that 
making up four years of high 
school was no walk in the 
park. She made a commit-
ment to fi nish and accom-
plished that goal in about 
seven months.
 “Honestly, one of the ini-
tial reasons I came here was 
because I thought it would 
be easy,” Salazar said. “But 
the computer work is chal-
lenging. Even with me being 
a quick learner and having 
good communication skills, 
it was actually more diffi cult 
than normal high school.”
 Her days at the Commu-
nity School mainly involved 
taking self-paced computer 
classes that she completed 
either at school or at home. 
Salazar said she would arrive 
at 8 a.m., rarely take lunch 
breaks and then leave a cou-
ple of hours after school to 
study and complete the as-
signments.
 “She is so inspiring,” said 
Jennifer Berry, Community 
School’s assistant principal. 
“There were times she would 
stay and work from 8 a.m. un-
til after 8 p.m. and she would 
never complain about it.”
 “I’m a very quick person 
so that’s one thing that kind 
of bothered me about nor-
mal school – I couldn’t go at 
my own pace,” Salazar said. 
“I didn’t like staying behind 
in class. With the computer 
programs, if I’m done with 
something, it says you pass – 
and boom, you’re done. You 
keep progressing that way. 
A class that would take you 
an entire semester, but it took 
me a week to complete here.”
 Salazar credits her success 
to the teachers she met at the 
Community School.
 “I can honestly say that I 
love all of the teachers,” she 

Savanah Salazar

said. “They all know me per-
sonally and they all helped 
me.”
 Salazar’s mother has been 
in remission almost fi ve years 
now. Salazar has come a long 
way since she fi rst learned 
about her mother’s diagno-
sis. She has a husband, Cory, 
and a daughter, Isabella, and 
works as a caregiver. Salazar 
is taking classes at San Jacin-
to College to become a nurse 
– a fi tting choice considering 
her fi rst-hand experience tak-
ing care of her mother when 
she was younger.
 “I think taking care of peo-
ple and rehabilitating them is 
something I was born to do,” 
she said.
 Salazar said she encour-
ages others to take advantage 
of the opportunity offered by 
Community School.
 “Do it yesterday,” she 
said. “I bet a lot of people 
think that the students who 
come here were just too lazy 
to complete high school and 
that they are just depending 
on the system to hand them 
their diploma.”
 Salazar has good reason 
for taking exception to those 
characterizations.
 “No one has ever handed 
me anything,” she said.
 “I came to Community 
School sad and they lifted me 
up. I had teachers pray for me. 
They would go above and be-
yond and they didn’t need to. 
The Community School has 
not only provided me with a 
diploma, they have given me 
opportunities that I would not 
have had otherwise.”
 For those interested in 
the opportunity to attend the 
Community School, visit the 
website at http://community.
pasadenaisd.org/contact_sch 
ool.

Masonic Lodge donates dental care packages

Pictured are, left to right, Matthys Elementary stu-
dents Jose Corea, Evelyn Zavala, Vivian Zamarri-
pa, Alonso Melendez, (back row) South Houston 

Masonic Lodge 1295 members Frank Hamman, 
Ken Robbins, Harry Robbins, Sam Castaneda and 
Larry DeVoy. Photo submitted

 On Wednesday, Feb. 
17, 2016, members of the 
South Houston Masonic 
Lodge 1295 visited Mat-
thys Elementary School in 
South Houston to deliver 
a dental care package to 
fi rst graders. Each child re-

ceived a toothbrush, tooth 
paste, a brochure on how 
to brush teeth, and stickers. 
 The children were asked 
questions about teeth care, 
and the lodge members 
were treated with great sto-
ries of how to pull a tooth, 

about the tooth fairy, and 
many other stories about 
their families. 
 The Fantastic Teeth Fan 
Club program is sponsored 
by the Texas Masonic 
Home and School of Texas 
and supported by partic-

ipation from members of 
local lodges under the ju-
risdiction the Grand Lodge 
of Texas. 
 This is only one of the 
many ways that local Ma-
sonic Lodges participate in 
for community service.

Texas author Sherry Garland 
visited with fourth-grade stu-
dents on Friday, Feb. 19, in the 
Frazier Elementary School li-
brary. The author presented 
Texas history as depicted in her 
book, Voices of the Alamo. Gar-
land’s presentation brings his-
tory to life using visual artifacts 
and active student participation.

Photos submitted

Voices of 
the Alamo 

author visits 
Frazier

Karley Goeman (left) is dressed as a cowgirl as Garland speaks to 
fourth-grade students.

Several students purchased an autographed copy 
of Garland’s book, Voices of the Alamo. Students 
pictured with the author (center front) are, left 

to right, Ivan Acosta, Rey Aguirre, Ethan Ramos, 
Shalini Johnson, Olivia McMahan, Hallie Vu, So-
phia Rodriguez and Tyson Le.

Leader wedding, engagement policies
 Wedding writeups must be run in the newspaper, not submitted, in the time outlined:

 From wedding date to six weeks – photo and full article; Six weeks to three months – photo and 
limited information; After three months from wedding date – will not be run.

 Engagement and wedding announcements are published free of charge on a fi rst come, fi rst 
served basis. Information must be submitted by noon on Friday to be considered for the next issue.

Author visits with 
Rep. Dennis Paul 
 Author and friend Frank 
Urbanic came to visit with 
an autographed copy of his 
recent book, We Were Pre-
pared, a book of never-be-
fore told stories of how Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts were 
mobilized for emergency ser-
vices during the Texas City 
Disaster of 1947 – one of the 
deadliest industrial accidents 
in American history. 
 Urbanic personally inter-
viewed most of the Scouts 
involved in the Texas City 
Disaster featured in this book 
to produce this dramatic and 
authentic story, which in-
cludes his personal experi-
ences. 
 Urbanic is an Eagle Scout, 

Frank Urbanic, author of We Were Prepared, talks with 
Rep. Dennis Paul regarding his book about Boy and 
Girl Scouts who were mobilized for emergency services 
during the Texas City Disaster of 1947. Photo submitted

Brotherhood member of the 
Order of the Arrow, and a 
former assistant Scoutmas-
ter. He graduated from Tex-
as A&M with a Bachelor of 
Science in Aeronautical En-
gineering. He is a retired U.S. 
Air Force offi cer, served as a 
base commander, a research 
and development program 
manager, a disaster prepared-
ness offi cer, and as a combat 
fi ghter pilot, he was award-
ed the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. 
 Urbanic is recognized as 
a pioneer in the development 
of laser weapons systems of 
which he authored numerous 
technical papers. He lives in 
Friendswood.

Exact Center of the Universe at PLT
 Pasadena Little Theatre, 
Houston’s oldest community 
theater in continuous opera-
tion, continues its 61st sea-
son, the Season of Dreams, 
with The Exact Center of 
the Universe by Joan Vail 
Thorne.
 The play centers around 
Vada Love Powell, an in-
domitably opinionated bossy 
Southern lady and passion-
ately possessive mother of 
Appleton who is, in his own 
words, “the center of Vada’s  
universe.” She has scared off 
every girl laying claim to Ap-

ple (a nickname that nicely 
summarizes his status as the 
apple of her eye). It’s obvi-
ous that his marriage to Mary 
Ann, who’s Italian and from 
a working class family, is 
akin to an earthquake rocking 
her tight little world. (Takes 
place in the ’50s and ’60s.)
 Pasadena’s presentation 
of The Cemetery Club fea-
tures as director well-known 
actor and director Gregory 
R. Brown along with an out-
standing cast.
 This production opens 
on March 11 and continues 

weekends through March 27. 
Friday and Saturday show 
times are 8 p.m. and Sunday 
matinées are at 3 p.m. There 
is one Thursday show at 8 
p.m. on March 24. This is 
PLT’s special Two-Can-At-
tend for $20 night. 
 Ticket prices are $15 for 
adults and $12 for students 
and seniors. 
 To purchase tickets, make 
reservations or for more in-
formation, call the box offi ce 
at 713-941-1758, or log onto 
www.pasadenalittletheatre.
org.

Serving the 
South Belt Area 

for Over 50 
Years

10592 Fuqua @ Beamer

We now represent over 40 companies 

Call for a FREE HOME & AUTO quote

281-481-1903
customerservice@daolsonisn.com
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5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call Now!

281-481-9683

• V
• H76 Dobie Grad

9 Dobie Grad

w!
WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Allied Foundations

 281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

14020 Galveston Road 
Suite 180

Webster, Texas  77598
281-218-6744

Catering - 713-412-8807

5968 Fairmont Parkway 
Suite F

Pasadena, Texas  77505
281-487-1400

Catering - 281-979-6846

www.savannahcafeandbakery.comwww.savannahcafeandbakery.com

Call and ask about ourCall and ask about our

COOKIE 
DECORATING

PARTIES
VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL 

YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

WE’RE STILL THE WE’RE STILL THE 
SAME GREAT CAFE & BAKERYSAME GREAT CAFE & BAKERY

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all your printing needs
11555 Beamer          281-484-4337

Pol. Ad Paid for by Diaz Campaign, Ana Diaz, Treasurer  •  PO Box 172 Galena Park Texas 77547

Art students excel at HLS&R

This year’s Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
Student Art Competition recognized the following 
Thompson Intermediate students from the Pasade-
na Independent School District with the following 
award ribbons: Pictured are, left to right, (front 
row) Mercedes Machado, eighth grade, fi rst place; 
Elaine Lien, eighth grade, third place; (back row) 

Justine Ofor, seventh grade, third place; Henry 
Nguyen, seventh grade, second place; Kobe Thomp-
son, eighth grade, second place; Jordan Velasquez, 
eighth grade, third place; Katia Lopez, eighth 
grade, third place; and Annye Mendoza, eighth 
grade, second place. Not pictured is Kathelyn Mar-
tinez, eighth grade, second place. Photo submitted

Below: Teachers pictured are, left to right, 
Lan Pham, Minh Vu, Marcia Stark, Assis-
tant Principal Maria Hernandez, Amanda 
Davis, Ixida Quintero and Principal Deb-
bie Barrett.

On Friday, Feb. 12, Laura Bush Elemen-
tary celebrated a Lunar New Year Parade. 
Students, and teachers alike, dressed in 
traditional Vietnamese Ao Dai during the 
parade. 
Photos submitted

 Bush celebrates 
Lunar New Year

Above: Pictured are, left to right, stu-
dents Tracy Bui, Rachel Bui, Van Doan, 
Tina Tran and Jenny Nguyen.

Fall, Spring, and Summer 
Programs for children ages three 
(3) months to five (5) years old.

After School Care from South Belt 
Elementary

1750 Riverstone Ranch Road

www.stlukescatholic.com

281-741-7497

Library seeks 
book donations

 Friends of Parker Williams 
Branch Library, 10851 Scars-
dale Blvd., is currently seeking 
donations of nice condition 
adult fi ction pocket paper-
backs and children’s books.

Genealogy meets
 The Parker Williams Ge-
nealogy Group will meet 
March 7 from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
the library at Scarsdale and 
Beamer. The group meets the 
fi rst and third Mondays to 
discuss genealogy research. 
Meetings are free and open to 
anyone interested in tracing 
family history.

We Deliver Within a 5 Mile Radius

10330 Blackhawk, Ste. E
Houston, TX  77089

832-406-7045
Hours:

Mon - Thur: 11 AM - 10 PM
Fri - Sat: 11 AM - 11 PM
Sunday: 11 AM - 9 PM

BRING IN COUPON

Buy One Medium Pizza
get 2nd one of equal or lesser value 

1/2 Off1/2 Off Expires 
4/30/16

Pasadena ISD outstanding students recognized at board meeting
 Two groups of out-
standing students were 
recognized at the Febru-
ary meeting of the Pasa-

dena Independent School 
District Board of Trustees 
Tuesday night, the Texas 
Music Educators Asso-

The Pasadena ISD 2016 All-State musicians are, 
left to right, John Ramirez, South Houston; Nadja-
lie Santos and Jorge Alcocer, Rayburn; Terry Wil-

liams, Jr., Memorial; and Adam Boswell, Dobie. 
Not pictured is Roberto Reyna, Memorial. 
  Photos submitted

The 2016 National Merit Scholars are, left to right, 
Samantha Fuentes, South Houston; Angelica DeJe-
sus, Jennifer Penate and Roberto Zavaleta, Dobie; 

and Braulio Garcia, Josue Chirinos and Rolando 
Marquez, Rayburn. Not pictured Alicia Crespin, 
Jennifer Le and Montserrat Tijerina, Memorial.

ciation All-State band, 
orchestra and choir mem-
bers and the class of 2016 
commended and Hispanic 

National Merit Scholars.
 In order to qualify for 
All-State band, orchestra 
and choir, these students 

had to compete at district, 
region and area levels 
against 65,000 other high 
school musicians in the 
state of Texas. Only the 
top one percent of these 
students will qualify for 
All-State.
 The Pasadena ISD 
All-State members are 
Adam Boswell, Dobie; 
Roberto Reyna and Ter-
ry Williams Jr., Memo-
rial; Nadjalie Santos and 
Jorge Alcocer, Rayburn; 
and John Ramirez, South 
Houston.
 The National Merit 
Scholarship Program is 
an academic competi-
tion for recognition and 
scholarships that began in 

1955. Those who become 
scholars are recognized by 
the College Board and Na-
tional Merit Corporation 
for their outstanding per-
formance on the PSAT.
 The National Merit 
Scholars are from Do-
bie: Angelica DeJesus, 
commended scholar, and 
Jennifer Penate and Ro-
berto Zavaleta, national 
Hispanic scholars; from 
Memorial are Alicia Cre-

spin and Montserrat Ti-
jerna, both commended 
and national Hispanic 
scholars, and Jennifer Le, 
commended scholar; from 
Rayburn Josue Chirinos 
and Rolando Marquez, 
both commended and na-
tional Hispanic scholars, 
and Braulio Garcia, com-
mended scholar; and from 
South Houston Samantha 
Fuentes, national Hispanic 
scholar.

Houston and the Next Big Storm 
conversation coming to San Jac
 The Texas Tribune has 
partnered with ProPublica, an 
independent, nonprofi t news-
room that produces investi-
gative journalism, to present 
and host a free, open-to-the-
public conversation – Pro-
tecting Houston Before the 
Next Big Storm – at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 3, at the 
San Jacinto College Maritime 
Technology and Training 
Center on the Maritime Cam-

pus in La Porte.
 The conversation will 
focus on what needs to be 
done to safeguard the Hous-
ton region against a massive 
hurricane that could have 
an overwhelming impact 
well beyond the upper Texas 
coast.
 The Houston-Galveston 
region is home to the na-
tion’s largest petrochemical 
complex and the Houston 

Ship Channel, a vital water-
way that serves as one of the 
largest ports in the nation and 
the world. As political and 
scientifi c leaders continue to 
debate an approach, billions 
of dollars in infrastructure, 
thousands of people and the 
economy of Texas face un-
precedented dangers.
 Before the panel discus-
sion, ProPublica News Appli-
cations Developer Al Shaw 
will present an immersive 
multimedia project from Pro-
Publica and the Tribune that 
explores the potential impact 
of such a storm at any loca-
tion within the ship channel 
region.
 Community members are 
invited to come and engage 
with the project, which will 
include a detailed mapping 
feature.
 The panel discussion will 
be followed by an audience 
question-and-answer session. 
Snacks will be provided. 
 The conversation will be 
available online live at texas 
tribune.org/livestream, and 
the video will be available for 
viewing afterward. 
 General registration is 
open at texastribune.org/
events.

Join us on Facebook! Join us on Facebook! 
Get local news 
and updates 
between issues!

Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.
Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, 
Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

FREEFREE  REGISTRATION - Good thru March 9  REGISTRATION - Good thru March 9

Ages served 6 weeks - 11 years

281-538-5310281-538-5310
3007 Invincible Dr. League City3007 Invincible Dr. League City

LOW PRICES

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash.  We accept NCI.
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

Ms. Janetʼs provides pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, including  
MELILLO, MORRIS and ROBERTS Middle Schools and SOUTH BELT Elementary.
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

After School Care 

Call For DetailsCall For Details  

Sign up forSign up for
after school after school 
care NOW!care NOW!

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Wellness
Yoga

Fitness
Massage 
Therapy

 832-619-1676
713-819-7629

C&D Burger Shop
  Celebrating Our 33rd  Year

Our Burgers are the Original 
“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

Hamburger, 
Fries and 

Med. Drink

With Coupon

$5.59
Mon. – Sat. 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sun. – 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.Mon. – Sat. 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sun. – 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
281-481-1491                                10606 Fuqua

Now Open Sundays & Serving Breakfast DailyNow Open Sundays & Serving Breakfast Daily

ENTIRE MENU SERVED ALL DAY

Special
Special

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm,  Sun. 9am - 5pm

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45

& Beamer)
281-484-5945

2916 FM 528
(Friendswood near

West Bay Area Blvd.)
281-996-1070

11613 Broadway
(Next to Pearland Town

Center Mall)
713-436-2326

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• rain-guard

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• Spot Free Rinse
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)
     2 Day Rain Check

The Works

• rain-guard   • Triple Foam Wax
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• Spot Free Rinse
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)
    2 Day Rain Check

Shine & 
Protection

• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

                   1 Day Rain Check

Wheels
& Tires

Join our eClub for more savings www.oceancarwashtx.comarwashhtxtttttx cccooomom

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior 

Wash

$16

$13

$10

$6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

Carry Legally - Open or Concealed
Know the Law

Ellington Arms
License to Carry Classes

(Formerly Concealed Handgun License)

Classes Offered 7 Days a Week

832-857-0150
CarryHouston.com

Are you Licensed to Carry?

Weeknight and Private
Classes Available

Boys’ Soccer

Dobie vs. 
Pasadena

Fri., Feb. 26, 4 p.m.

Veterans Stadium

Girls’ Soccer

Dobie vs. 
Pasadena

Sat., Feb. 27, noon

Veterans Stadium

 Could the Dobie varsity 
boys’ soccer team be ze-
roing in on a second con-
secutive District 22-6A 
championship?
 Are the Lady Long-
horns of Dobie set to 
avenge the disappointment 
that came by missing the 
postseason a year ago by 
grabbing a precious tour-
nament berth this year?

 Those answers are yet 
to come, but they just may 
be coming more into focus 
these days.

JFD boys atop 22-6A
 Coming off a superb 
2-0 road win against 
Manvel Feb. 19, Dobie’s 
varsity boys’ team is sud-
denly sitting alone atop 
the standings. The Long-
horn boys have done a 
great job of handling their 
own business on the field, 
and now help is coming 
from elsewhere. Pasadena, 
looking to keep its post-
season hopes alive, dealt 
Manvel a second straight 
loss Feb. 22, aiding Do-
bie’s title hopes.

Continued on Page 6B

 It’s once again tourna-
ment time for the Clear 
Brook and Dobie varsity 
softball programs, two that 
enjoyed a bunch of suc-
cess the previous weekend 
on the tourney circuit.
 This time around, 
Clear Brook will be one 
of five host sites for the 
annual Clear Creek ISD 
Invitational. Meanwhile, 
Dobie will be part of a 
strong field at the Jennifer 

JFD soccer programs take big leap

Haynie Spirit Tournament, 
hosted by Pearland ISD.
 Clear Brook, which was 
rained out of a nondistrict 
home game against Katy 
Taylor Feb. 23, is gearing 
up for the start of the Dis-
trict 24-6A, which begins 
March 1 as the Lady Wol-
verines host Clear Creek 
at 6:45 p.m.
 At the CCISD tourna-
ment, the Lady Wolver-
ines will take on southeast 

Houston familiars Tex-
as City, La Porte, South 
Houston and Pasadena 
Memorial before playing 
Flour Bluff and Orange-
field on the final day of 
action. There is no trophy 
round in the CCISD tour-
nament.

Continued on Page 2B

Softballers hit tourneys

CLEAR BROOK REALTORS

Eli Tanksley
Broker/Owner
281-450-3305

– We Have The Answer To Your Real Estate Needs –

Clear Brook Promises to Provide Professional, 
Ethical & Informed Services to Our New & Existing Clients

DOWNTOWN 3/2/2 - Updated Home in Great Location. Walking Distance 
to Hobby Center. See Houston Skyline through Bedroom Window, $285,000.
WOODS OF WINBLETON - 4/2/31/2, Beautiful Home, Updates Include 
Hardwood Floors, Carpet Tile, Electric Cooktop, New Fixtures and Paint. 
Reduced $30,000 to $238,000.
PEARLAND COMMERCIAL BLDG. - 2910 SF, 1 Story - $349,000.
CLEAR BROOK LANDING 3-2-2 - Hardwood, Carpet, $154,000. 
PEARLAND 3-2-2 - Updated, Engineered Hardwood Floors, Built-ins, 
Garden Tub. $173,900.

FULL SERVICE
Real Estate
Insurance

“FULL SERVICE Makes Your
Investment EASIER”

11555 Beamer Rd., Ste. 100 
Houston, TX 77089

SOLD
SOLD

At right, Dobie’s Sabi-
no Lozano netted the 
second of his team’s 
goals as the Longhorns 
took over sole pos-
session of first place 
in the 22-6A varsity 
boys’ soccer race with 
a 2-0 win over Manvel. 
Next up is a big game 
against Pasadena.

Horns trip North Shore, to face Elsik
 Revenge is sweet. Just 
ask Dobie junior guard 
Royce Hunter. Or perhaps 
Travores Gilbert, Joshua 
Cooper, Jason Lester or 
Tyler Giron.
 Each of those players 
were key contributors for 
a Dobie varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team that lost last 
year’s bidistrict playoff 
game to North Shore by 
27 points.
 This year? Not so 
much. Hunter led the way 
with 14 points, and Gilbert 
threw down a thunderous 
slam off an alley-oop pass 
from Jeremy Williams 
early in the fourth quarter 
as the Longhorns sent the 
Mustangs packing with 
a 60-52 bidistrict playoff 
victory Feb. 23, at Pasade-
na Memorial High School.
 The final margin was 
only eight points, and Do-
bie only led once by as 
many as 10. Still, North 
Shore, champion of Dis-
trict 21-6A, never held the 
lead in the game. 
 Every time North Shore 
tried to get over the hump 
this time, one of those key 
Dobie players from 2015 
and some of their other 
teammates remembered 
last time.
 “We definitely wanted 
revenge from last year,” 
said Hunter, a second-year 
junior guard. “After the 
first quarter, we were con-

fident we could win.”
 And win they did. The 
victory propels the Long-
horns into the area playoff 
round, where the Elsik 

Rams await. Elsik sur-
prised Clear Creek 73-67 
in the first round as each 
of the four 23-6A playoff 
teams dealt defeat to those 

from 24-6A. Dobie and 
Elsik will meet Friday, 
Feb. 26, at Wheeler Field 
House. Tip-off is at 8 p.m. 
Alief Taylor faces Manvel 

in the first game of a dou-
bleheader at 6 p.m. 
 On opening night of the 
playoffs, Dobie and Alief 
Taylor (75-72 over Dick-
inson) were the lone No. 
4 playoff seed winners in 
Region III.
 Dobie last advanced to 
the area round following 
the 2011-2012 season, 
beating La Porte before 
losing to Fort Bend Bush 
in that area round game.
 As for this season, the 
Longhorns are 21-12 over-
all and still playing.  

 Since starting District 
22-6A action at 1-4 fol-
lowing a loss to Manvel 
Jan. 5, Dobie has now 
gone 10-2, including the 
win over North Shore, 
which ended its season at 
21-11.
 “We battled through 
some injuries and some 
other things, but once we 
got our 10 guys together 
who are part of our regular 
rotation, we got it going,” 
Dobie head coach Kevin 

Cross said. “Every one of 
these guys has a role, and 
they know what it is and 
how to get it done. It’s a 
great win for these kids, 
for this program and for 
Dobie High School.  
 “We were pretty con-
fident coming into the 
game, but you still have 
to execute out there on the 
floor and get the job done.   
Credit to our guys for do-
ing that.”

Continued on Page 6B

Boys’ basketball area playoffs
Dobie Longhorns (21-12) vs. 

Alief Elsik Rams(13-16)
Friday, Feb. 26, Wheeler Field House, 8 p.m.

At left, Dobie’s Jeremy 
Williams (11) breaks 
down North Shore’s  
Daylon Joseph (3) off 
the dribble during 
the Longhorns’ 60-52 
bidistrict boys’ bas-
ketball playoff victory 
over the Mustangs Feb. 
23, at Pasadena Memo-
rial High School.  Wil-
liams made several big 
shots, particularly in 
the second half, as the 
Longhorns advanced to 
the area round for the 
first time since 2012. 
Dobie’s win avenged 
a 79-52 loss to North 
Shore a season ago in 
the same round. Dobie 
and South Houston ad-
vanced to the second 
round from 22-6A this 
season.

Photo by John Bechtle

GRAND OPENING WEEKEND
MARCH 4-5

12880 Beamer @ Astoria 

Friday DJ R3TRO & Saturday Live Revamp

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 
CRAWFISH FOR $18

18 Cold Beers on Tap

Oilers down JFD baseball
 Pearland struck first 
in 22-6A varsity baseball 
play, handing Dobie a 6-1 
loss Feb. 23, at Oiler Field 
in Pearland.
 The Oilers used a 
five-run second inning 
to move ahead en route 
to the easy win. Pearland 
starter Brady Basso went 

three innings, fanning six 
Longhorns before Nick 
Landrum went the final 
four frames. See more 
baseball on Page 2B.

BREAKFAST 
served

8:00 AM 
to All Day

Happy Hour All Day Every Day
– Catering Available –

10906 Fuqua • 281-484-2697

BREAKFAST BUFFET
Sat. & Sun. 8 AM to 2 PM

Sun.-Thur. 8-10 – Fri.-Sat. 8-11

COUPON

$5 OFF
2nd Entree

Not good for breakfast or breakfast
buffet. Limit 1 per table. Exp. 03/31/16

Lady Horns win marathon
 Dobie erupted in a big 
way while getting even 
at 1-1 in varsity softball 
play, defeating host Man-
vel 25-15, Feb. 23.
 The Lady Longhorns 
scored 12 runs in the 
fourth inning and seven 
more in the sixth inning 
to keep the lead. Manvel 
scored 11 runs over the 
final three frames but 

could not recover. Do-
bie’s Michelle Kristoff 
homered and drove in 
five runs, while Allison 
Bravo and Marissa Lon-
goria drove in four runs 
each.
 Deja Gaines, Yvonne 
Whaley, Taylor Pleasants 
and Alexa Munoz also 
stood out for the Lady 
Longhorns.

Opening ceremonies March 11

SBHLL invites past stars
 Officials within the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League are busy 
planning for the league’s 
50th anniversary celebra-
tion, and all of the stars are 
invited.
 All managers, coaches 
and players from teams 
that advanced past the dis-
trict level in all-star play 
are invited to attend. 
 Those teams include 
but are not limited to the 
1983, 1985 and 1992 state 
champion little league 
squads and the 1987 and 
1988 Pony baseball state 
champions and more. 
 Former SBHLL play-

ers who have been draft-
ed into the pro ranks are 
also invited, including but 
not limited to Ryan Long, 
Mike Evans, Steve Cum-
mings, John Scheschuk, 
Shane Nance,  Nathan 
Mitchell and others.
 Anyone interested in at-
tending the opening night 
ceremonies may make 
plans by  directing email 
to SBHLL vice president 
Gina Trevino at sbhll@
hotmail.com.
 The Leader will pro-
vide more information in 
the March 3, issue. Open-
ing night is Friday, March 
11, at El Franco Lee Park.

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
FREE Mini BuffetFREE Mini Buffet 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m.

$5 OFF$5 OFF
Buy one Entree at regular 
price and get $5.00 off 

second entree
Sat. - Thur. only not valid with any 
other offer or discount. Limit 1 per 
table. Dine in Only after 4 p.m. Not 

valid with Lunch Specials.
Expires 3-11-16

Daily Specials • Catering • Gift Cards
Party and Meeting Rooms Available at all Locations

Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials
from $4.99from $4.99

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

Nasa • 281-557-3500
1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45

League City • 281-334-2175
2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060
12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY. 
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Marissa Longoria came up with a big weekend at the plate for the Dobie varsity 
softball team at the Brenham Invitational. While leading the Lady Longhorns 
to a 4-2 overall record, Longoria drove in 11 runs over fi ve games before going 
hitless in the team’s fi nal contest against Hendrickson, a 4-3 Dobie win.

Continued from Page 1B
Brook goes 3-1

 Using momentum from 
an opening-day win over 
Morton Ranch, the Clear 
Brook varsity softball 
team went on to start the 
season 4-0 before a loss to 
close out the Feb. 18-20 
Galena Park ISD tourna-
ment.
 Clear Brook broke out 
plenty of offense on the 
opening day at the tourna-
ment. 
 The Lady Wolverines 
dropped South Houston 
14-4, scoring five runs in 
the top of the second and 
four more in the top of the 
fourth frame to build a big 
lead.
 Mandy Argo had three 
hits, and Shelby Ermis 
and Janessa Calles drove 
in three runs apiece in the 
win.
 Petty won for the sec-
ond time in as many out-
ings in the circle, fanning 
six in five innings of work.

 The Lady Wolverines 
then took down South 
Houston 10-1, a third 
straight win to start the 
season.
 Emma Lynch, Alexis 
Barton and Seratta had 
two hits each as the Lady 
Wolverines defeated C.E. 
King to keep its unbeaten 
streak alive. Haley Lis-
bony pitched for Clear 
Brook, going five innings 
for the win.
 Brook had a chance to 
sweep the event, but lost 
a 5-4 nail-biter despite 
out-hitting the Yellowjack-
ets.
 Lynch and Calles drove 
in two runs each for Clear 
Brook.
 Dobie was washed 
out of a big District 22-
6A showdown at home 
against Manvel Feb. 23. 
Games are usually played 
in order, with the action 
taking place as soon as 
fields dry.
 The Lady Longhorns 

have a tight schedule, 
what with that Haynie 
tournament also coming 
into play.

JFD goes 4-2
 Dobie started slow in 
Brenham, but then came 
back to win four of its six 
games to build some mo-
mentum moving forward.
 Dobie split games on 
the opening day of the 
event and the final day of 
the event, but won both 
outings in between.
 There were many he-
roes in the tournament for 
Dobie, including senior 
catcher Marissa Longoria, 
who drove in 11 runs over 
the six games. 
 The University of 
Houston-Victoria signee 
drove in four runs in an 
8-3 victory over Lamar 
and added three RBIs in 
a 12-4 win over East Cen-
tral.
 The Lady Longhorns 
had a tough opening day, 
losing 12-3 to Clear Creek 

as Alyssa Corpus was the 
losing pitcher. Allison 
Bravo had three hits, in-
cluding a triple, and drove 
in three runs in the game. 
Deja Gaines doubled for 
Dobie.
 But Dobie turned 
around and won its first 
game of the season, top-
ping Lamar 8-3 as Lon-
goria went 2 for 3 with a 
double and four runs driv-
en in for the locals.  
 Taylor Pleasants had 
a hit, drove in a run and 
stole a pair of bases. Kris-
toff earned the win, strik-
ing out seven over six in-
nings.
 It was the beginning of 
a big weekend for Pleas-
ants, the team’s freshman 
shortstop. 
 On the second day of 
the event, the Lady Long-
horns punished Converse 
Judson 12-1, scoring sev-
en runs over the opening 
three innings.
 Longoria had a two-run 
double and a pair of RBIs 
to keep her hot weekend 
going, and lead-off hitter 
Yvonne Whaley went 4 
for 4 with a double, three 
runs scored and two RBIs. 
 Pleasants stayed hot, 
going 3 for 3 with 3 runs 
driven in, and Yasmine 
Myers doubled and drove 
in two runs.
 In a 12-4 drubbing of 
East Central, Whaley, 
Pleasants, Longoria and 
Gaines all had two hits.
 Pleasants was again 
a catalyst, tripling while 
scoring two runs and driv-
ing in two more. Gaines 
also came up with two 
more hits in support of 
Kristoff, who went five in-
nings with six strikeouts to 
get the victory in the cir-
cle.
 Longoria added three 
more RBIs to her total, 
and Dobie got its third win 
of the season.
 In Dobie’s tournament 
finale, Hendrickson scored 
a pair of runs in its half of 
the sixth inning, but the lo-
cals held on for a 4-3 win.
 Pleasants tripled again, 
scored a run and drove in 
another. 
 Whaley had a hit and an 
RBI, and Longoria dou-
bled. Kristoff earned her 
fourth win of the tourna-
ment for the Lady Long-
horns, moving to 4-2 this 
season. 

Brook at CCISD softball
all games at Brook

Feb. 25: CB vs. Texas City, 10 a.m.; 
CB vs. La Porte, 4 p.m.

Feb. 26: CB vs. South Houston, 10 
a.m.; CB vs. Pasadena Memorial, 
4 p.m.

Feb. 27: CB vs. Flour Bluff, 10 
a.m.; CB vs. Orangefi eld, 2 p.m.

Dobie/Pearland softball
all games at Dobie

Feb. 25: Dobie vs. Deer Park, 9 
a.m.; Dobie vs. Oak Ridge, 1 p.m.

Feb. 26: Dobie vs. Cypress-Fair-
banks, 9 a.m.; Dobie vs. Richmond 
Foster, 1 p.m.

Feb. 27: Dobie vs. Friendswood, 9 
a.m.; Dobie vs. G. Ranch, 1p.m.

Clear Brook, Dobie softball teams
off to second tournament locales

The Dobie varsity softball team won four of six games 
at the Brenham tournament Feb. 18-20 as shortstop 
Taylor Pleasants (above) and several other players 
came through in a big way offensively. Junior pitcher 

Michelle Kristoff also picked up four wins. The Lady 
Longhorns will try to keep things going Feb. 25-27, 
as they compete  in the Pearland ISD tournament. 

Photo by John Bechtle 

SJC softball earns four wins at Temple
 Having a terrific of-
fense has long been the 
name of the game in 
competitive softball these 
days, all the way up from 
select leagues through col-
lege.
 With that in mind, San 
Jacinto College head soft-
ball coach Kelly Saenz 
has  long said that players 
who produce offensively 
will be in the lineup, while 
those who struggle just 
might have to get out of 
what ails them in the bat-
ting cages.
 The theory is working 
these days for Saenz and 
crew. At 13-8, the Coyotes 

are coming off four wins 
in five games at the Tem-
ply College tournament.
 Sophomore catcher 
Gabby Gonzalez is still 
considered the biggest of 
the big bats in the lineup, 
but she has been joined by 
many others.
 Freshman shortstop 
Katlin Kerl has been con-
sistent from the first day 
forward, and players like 
Dani Damian, Taylor Of-
fice, Melissa Hernandez, 
Alexis Deleon and others 
have followed suit.
 In turn, freshman pitch-
er Niki Gonzalez, the 
younger sister of Gabby 

Gonzalez, has quickly be-
come the staff ace in the 
circle.
 In San Jac’s tournament 
opener at Temple, Gonza-
lez earned the shutout as 
Kerl hit a three-run homer 
and Damian doubled in 
another run in a 6-0 win 
over Northern Oklahoma 
Tonkawa.
 Shelbi Doherty also 
came up big, driving in 
two runs.
 Later in the day, San 
Jacinto defeated Northeast 
Texas 8-6, with Gonzalez 
going 1 1/3 innings in re-
lief for the win.
 Kerl had three hits, and 

Office drove in a pair of 
runs with two hits.
 Damian homered 
among her three hits, and 
Doherty added three hits 
and an RBI to her total. 
 San Jacinto got just two 
hits in a 2-0 loss to Salt 
Lake for its lone loss of 
the event. 
 Gonzalez took a hard 
loss, allowing just one 
earned run while striking 
out six.
 Then came a 3-0 vic-
tory over Labette as Gon-
zalez struck out 12 as part 
of a no-hit performance. 
Office socked a home run 
among her two hits, and 

Gonzalez took care of the 
rest.
 Offense was clearly the 
name of the game in a 12-
11 slugfest win over Indi-
an Hills in the final game 
of the tournament.
 Hernandez drove in 
three runs and scored a 
pair for the winners. 
 Office had three hits 
and three RBIs, and De-
leon’s two hits led to two 
runs driven in.
 Gonzalez did not allow 
an earned run over the fi-
nal 6 2/3 innings en route 
to the victory, ending a 
great weekend for San 
Jac. 

At right, San Jacinto 
College freshman short-
stop Katlin Kerl contin-
ued what was already a 
strong start to her fi rst 
collegiate season, hit-
ting a three-run homer 
against Northern Okla-
homa Tonkawa in a 6-0 
win at the Temple Col-
lege tournament. On 
the same day, Kerl went 
3 for 5 at the plate as 
San Jac downed North-
east Texas 8-6. Now at 
13-8, SJC has begun 
to string wins together 
behind an offense fea-
turing Kerl and oth-
ers. Freshman pitcher 
Niki Gonzalez has also 
quickly emerged as the 
team’s ace in the cir-
cle. After a trip to the 
Region XIV cross-over 
tournament, San Jac 
will largely focus on Re-
gion XIV competition 
the rest of the season.                                               

Photo by John Bechtle

Dobie at Anzaldua Memorial

Feb. 25: vs. Clear Lake, 12:30 p.m., at Clear 
Lake; vs. Galveston Ball, 3 p.m., at Clear Lake
Feb. 26: vs. Barbers Hill, 3 p.m., at La Porte; 
vs. La Porte, 5 p.m., at La Porte
Feb. 27: vs. Deer Park, 12:30 p.m., at Deer 
Park

Brook at Anzaldua Memorial

Feb. 25: vs. Texas City, 10 a.m., at La Porte; vs. 
Port Neches-Groves, 3 p.m., at La Porte
Feb. 26: vs. Deer Park, 10 a.m., at Deer Park; 
vs. Conroe, 3 p.m., at Clear Lake
Feb. 27: vs. Barbers Hill H.S., 10 a.m., at La 
Porte

Longhorn, Wolverine baseball to test Anzaldua talent
 Right out of the gate, 
the Clear Brook and Dobie 
varsity baseball programs 
will be challenging some 
of the area’s best talent 
in first-week tournament 
play. 
 The Wolverines and 
Longhorns won’t play 
one another but are part 
of the field at the 2016 
David Anzaldua Memori-

al Tournament, hosted by 
La Porte High School Feb. 
25-27.
 Other host sites include 
Clear Lake High School, 
Deer Park High School, 
and the Wolverines  and 
Longhorns will get a 
chance to visit all three 
sites over the course of the 
three-day event. 
 Dobie’s first day of ac-

tion will include a pair of 
games at Clear Lake High 
School. 
 The Longhorns will 
take on host Clear Lake 
and then return to the field 
20 minutes later to face the 
Galveston Ball Tors.
 Brook’s first day of ac-
tion includes a tournament 
opener against the Texas 
City Stingarees as well 

as a tussle with the Port 
Neches-Groves Indians. 
Both games will be played 
at La Porte High School.
 Dobie shifts to La Porte  
High School Feb. 26 for 
games against Barbers 
Hill and La Porte. 
 Second-day action has 
Clear Brook beginning its 
day with a 10 a.m. game at 
Deer Park against the host 

Deer. 
 The Wolverines will be 
at Clear Lake High School 
for a 3 p.m. game against 
Conroe. Limited Feb. 27 
play has Dobie taking on 
defending District 21-6A 
champion Deer Park  in a 
12:30 p.m. game at Deer 
Park.
 Brook’s final game 
comes against Barbers 
Hills, 10 a.m., at La Porte.

BAFL youth programs set upcoming sign up dates
Rams to register

 The Ellington Rams of the Bay Area Foot-
ball League will host registration for return-
ing players and also sign up new drill team, 
cheerleading and mascot candidates Thurs-
day, Feb. 25, at Gabby’s Hall, 8510 Black-
hawk, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Cowboys to sign up 
 The Sagemont Cowboys/Cowgirls will 

host registration for returning football players 
and for returning and new drill members Sat-
urday, Feb. 27, at Denny Wranich Sr. Field, 
located at El Franco Lee Park, from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m.  There will be a $100 non-refundable 
deposit due at the time of registration. 

Dolphins also busy
 The Southbelt Dolphins of the Bay Area 
Football League will accept registration for 
cheer/drill/mascot members (age 4 through 

13 as of Aug. 1, 2016) beginning March 12, 
at the Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League 
facility at El Franco Lee Park, from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. 
 Additional registration dates will include 
March 24, April 22 and May 26, all at 
Armadillo Lanes on Fuqua, from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. 
 For additional information, direct email 
to Tiffany Scimmons at SBD Drill@yahoo.
com.

 With the 2015-2016 
season winding down, the 
San Jacinto College men 
and women’s basketball 
teams hope to go deep in 
the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association 
Region XIV tournament, 
set for March 1-5 at Ange-
lina College in Lufkin.
 The tournament brack-
et, which lists how each 
team will be seeded, game 
times, matchups, etc., will 
be released Feb. 27.
 To date, the San Jacinto 
College women’s basket-
ball team owns an overall 
record of 18-10, includ-
ing 11-7 in conference 
play, with two conference 
games remaining in the 
season. 
 If the tournament were 
to begin Feb. 25, the wom-
en would be the fourth 
seed in a 12-team confer-
ence. 
 The team enters the re-
gional tournament some-
what hampered by inju-
ries, but first-year head 
coach Mike Madrid is fo-
cusing on the task at hand.
 “Our conference sched-
ule prepares us for the 
regional tournament,” he 

commented. 
 “We have excellent 
teams within our region, 
and every conference 
game has been competi-
tive. We have a rotation of 
10 players, and all 10 con-
tribute to a team effort, so 
I expect them to continue 
to play well and consis-
tent.”
 Key contributors on 
offense are sophomore 
guard Vanessa Jones, who 
averages 13.7 points per 
game, and sophomore 
guard Zauria Kilgo, who 
averages 4.1 assists per 
game. 
 Defensively, sopho-
more wing player Kristel 
Reid has been solid, av-
eraging 7.3 rebounds per 
game.
 The men’s team heads 
into the regional tourna-
ment in second place in 
the South Zone with a 
19-9 (10-7 conference) re-
cord.    
 Head coach Scott R. 
Gernander anticipates in-
tense competition at the 
regional tournament due 
to parity among teams.
 “The region is so bal-
anced this year, except for 

(undefeated) Trinity Val-
ley Community College, 
which is ranked No. 1 in 
the nation and has already 
secured the top seed for 
the tournament,” he com-
mented.
 Key offensive contrib-
utors on the men’s team 
are freshman guard Jorden 
Duffey, who averages 
14.5 points per game, and 
freshman guard Corey Da-
vis, who averages 6.1 as-
sists per game. 
 Sophomore guard Ilk-
er Er has been solid on 
defense, averaging 7.9 re-
bounds per game.
 The winner of the wom-
en’s regional tournament 
advances to the national 
tournament, set for March 
14-18 in Lubbock.  
 The winner of the men’s 
regional tournament ad-
vances to the national 
tournament, set for March 
14-19 in Hutchinson, Kan-
sas. 
 The San Jacinto Col-
lege men’s basketball team 
advanced to the national 
tournament last season as 
an at-large selection, the 
first trip to the national 
tournament since 2006 for 

the program.
 For information about 
the San Jacinto College 

basketball programs or 
other sports at the college, 
visit sanjacsports.com.

San Jac basketball teams headed to postseason 

First-year San Jacinto College women’s basketball 
coach Mike Madrid has high hopes for his team in 
the postseason.                               Photo by Rob Vanya
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 25

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 
a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. 
For lessons, contact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per 
game or $15 per lesson. For information, call the club at 
281-480-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. 
For information, call 713-856-1611.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise 
for individuals with Parkinson’s disease, 4 to 5 p.m., Kindred 
Rehabilitation Hospital Clear Lake, 655 E. Medical Center 
Blvd., Webster. Call 713-313-1652 or visit www.hapsonline.
org for a list of all services.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont Park 
and Recreation Center on Hughes Road. For more infor-
mation call Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

6:30 p.m.
CrossRoads Support Group – Those who are the hus-
band, wife or partner of a chronically ill/disabled person 
may join Well Spouse support group. Meets the last 
Thursday of each month, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., at CrossRoads 
United Methodist Church, 10030 Scarsdale. Free childcare 
provided. No meetings in Nov. or Dec. For information, 
contact Jennnifer Miller at houstonwellspouse@gmail.com 
or 713-724-2360, or visit http://www.wellspouse.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group of 
Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, at the First Presbyterian 

Church (youth building) on the Westminster side. For infor-
mation, call 713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for 
family and friends of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 
p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, room 215. Call 281-487-8787, or 
just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends 
and family members of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 
p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, room 208. Call 281-487-8787, or just 
drop in.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meet-
ings are held Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays 
and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-
2481.

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY 26
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 
a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. 
For lessons, contact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per 
game or $15 per lesson. For information, call the club at 
281-480-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group of Al-
coholics Anonymous, noon, Shepherd of the Heart United 
Methodist Church, 12005 County Road 39, Pearland. For 
information, call 713-856-1611.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides sup-
port for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 6 p.m., room 215, First United 

Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Genealogical Society – Meets the last Friday of 
each month at University Baptist Church, 16106 
Middlebrook Dr., Clear Lake. Coffee and socializing at 6:30; 
meeting at 7 p.m. No general meeting in Nov. or Dec. For 
information, visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., 
(Hwy 35), Pearland. For information, call 713-856-1611.

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 27
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, Saturdays, 
7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.

8:30 a.m.
Free conference at DePelchin Children’s Center 
–  Grandparents and other relatives who are rearing a 
related child are encouraged to register for a free con-
ference, Saturday, Feb. 27, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., at De-
Pelchin Children’s Center, 4950 Memorial Dr, 77007. 
No children allowed. Workshops, information and lunch 
will be provided free of charge. Preregistration required. 
For information, call 713-682-8911 or email Houston
BoardRoom@MCH.org.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., 
(Hwy 35), Pearland. For information, call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons 
whose lives are affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy, Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 

a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. 
For lessons, contact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per 
game or $15 per lesson. For information, call the club at 
281-480-1911.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 
a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. 
For lessons, contact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per 
game or $15 per lesson. For information, call the club at 
281-480-1911.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. For information, call 
281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., Chapel of the Educational Building at 
Life Church in Houston, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-
419-2635 for information or to RSVP for child care.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Candlelight Meeting, Sunday, 
6:30 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
Narcotics Anonymous meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. 
Main St., Pearland. For information, call 713-856-1611.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meet-
ings are held Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays 
and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-
2481.

(back row) Sonnie Rae Guerrero, Aliyah Corpus, Nevaeh Zer-
meno, Preseley Pina, Micaela Jimenez, Aaliyah Valadez and 
Lillie Rodriguez.

The South Belt Swat played exceptionally well as a team while 
going undefeated to claim first place at the Valentine’s Day 
Sweetheart tournament. Members of the team are, left to right, 
(front row) Brianna Toro, Alexa Ramirez, McKenzie Rankins, 

Undefeated Swat softball takes fi rst place

Sean Tatum of the 9-10-year-old Beast Mode 
youth basketball team won the Super Swish con-
test during the City of Pasadena Youth Basketball 
League’s skills event.

Super Swish winner

Houston Southeast District champion Vinny 
Thibodeaux of Clear Brook (center) led the way 
as the Wolverines dominated the action at the 
league’s varsity bowling championships while 
qualifying for regionals. Clear Brook’s Anthony 

Propeck (left) and SiDat Nguyen placed second and 
third, respectively.  The regional bowling champion-
ships are set for March 3, at Conroe 300. Led by the 
Wolverines’ trio of top finishers, the boys’ team is 
also headed to regionals as a unit.

Clear Brook varsity girls’ bowler Lynn Cao 
grabbed the seventh and final regional berth based 
on her performance at the Houston Southeast Dis-
trict championships, which also helped the Lady 
Wolverines’ team reach regionals.

Individual performances lead Clear Brook bowling onward

Brook boys second at Brown Relays; Lady Longhorns take third
 Depth and overall talent 
allowed Summer Creek to 
walk away with both the 

boys’ and girls’ overall 
team titles at the Brown 
Relays Feb. 19, but several 

athletes from Clear Brook 
and Dobie made their 
mark as well.
 This is the second 
straight season Summer 
Creek has swept both 
team titles. This year, the 
Bulldog boys claimed first 
place with 132 points, 
while Clear Brook and 
Clear Lake tied for second 
place with 99 points each. 
Dobie struggled to 13th 
place with 11 points after 
a strong opening week in 
Deer Park.
 In the girls’ standings, 
Summer Creek’s 151 
points were the high stan-
dard, followed by Clear 
Lake’s 89 points. 
 Dobie’s girls grabbed 
third place with 88 points 
after finishing second in 
all three sprint relays.
 Individually, Clear 
Brook sprinter Brandon 
Taylor made his season 
debut at the Brown Re-
lays.  
 The University of Mi-
ami signee did not dis-
appoint, winning the 
100-meter dash in a time 
of 10.74 seconds.
 Fellow senior Luke 
Barksdale was one of the 
standouts of the entire 
meet, winning two indi-
vidual events and finishing 
second in another to help 
the Wolverines in the team 
standings.
 Barksdale won the high 
jump after clearing 6 feet, 
4 inches, and his triple 
jump effort of 43’4” also 
brought a victory.
 In the long jump, 
Barksdale posted a dis-
tance of 22’ 8 1/4” for sec-
ond place. 
 Sophomore teammate 
Mark Milton also starred, 
taking the 200-meter dash 
title at 21.92.
 Dobie junior Camille 
Singleton joined the list 
of gold medalists, win-
ning the 200-meter dash at 
25.55.
 The Lady Longhorns 
collected big points in the 
4x100, 4x200 and 4x400-
meter relays, finishing 
second to Summer Creek 
in each.

Brook boys tie Lake
 Barksdale, Taylor and 

Milton landed individual 
victories to help the Wol-
verines tie for second 
place.
 Elsewhere in the meet, 
the Wolverines’ 4x100-
meter relays team of Jar-
rett Smith, Milton, Cua-
tarus Quarles and Taylor 
wound up second at 41.90.
 Brook’s 4x200-meter 
relay team of Quarles, 
Taylor, Jared Ackerman 
and Milton took third 
place in a time of 1 min-
ute, 30.96 seconds.
 Fifth place went to the 
Wolverines in the 4x400-
meter relay as Hill, Ja-
mael Farooq, Ackerman 
and Quarles comprised the 
foursome.
 Hill was sixth in the 
100-meter dash in a time 
of 11.47, and junior Brie-
son Moore was sixth in the 
110-meter hurdles with an 
effort of 16.42.
 At 54.67, Hill placed 
fifth in the 400-meter 
dash.
 Corey Fairer ran the 
300-meter hurdles at 42.84 
for fifth place, and Farooq 
placed second in the triple 
jump, clearing his way to 
the 42’3” mark.
 Farooq was also fifth 
in the long jump at 
20’103/4”.
  George Burrell, Acker-
man, Eric Kanjirathingal 
and Aaron Kanjirathingal 
combined to take fifth 
place in a time of 11:35.13 
in the distance medley re-
lay.

Dobie boys compete
 Dobie’s Daniel Wil-
liams, Earl Newton and 
Jacoby Davis were the pri-
mary scorers for the Long-
horns.
 In the 110-meter hur-
dles, Williams’ time of 
16.11 was fourth-best, and 
he also placed fourth in 
the triple jump with a dis-
tance of 40’8 3/4”.
 Davis was part of the 

field in the high jump, 
and he made his way over 
the 5’10” mark for fourth 
place in the event.
 Newton placed fourth 
in the 300-meter hurdles, 
earning a time of 42.30 
along the way.

JFD girls are third
 It was a solid debut for 
the Lady Longhorns’ var-
sity team. 
 Third place overall in 
a meet including Sum-

mer Creek, Clear Lake, 
Deer Park and others was 
impressive, especially the 
Lady Longhorns’ effort 
in each of the relays that 
brought 48 overall points.
 At 49.27, the Lady 
Longhorns’ foursome of 
Rayiona Green, Jade Gi-
ron, Camryn Ridge and 
Justice Henderson placed 
second in the 4x100-meter 
event.
 Then came the 4x200-

meter relay as Hender-
son, Giron, LaDayijah 
Cook and Singleton com-
bined for second place at 
1:43.84.
 Green, Giron, Single-
ton and Cook joined their 
talents in the 4x400-meter 
event for second place at 
4:11.29.
 Henderson was second 
in the long jump with a 
leap of 18’8 1/4”, and she 
clocked in at 12.45 for 

In his high school season debut for the Clear Brook 
varsity boys’ track team, the Wolverines’ Brandon 
Taylor cruised to the win in the 100-meter dash at 
10.74 seconds.                            Photo by John Bechtle

third place in the 100-me-
ter dash.
 Cook took second place 
in the high jump for Dobie 
after making it over the 
5’0” mark, and Ridge’s 
top effort of 7’6” was sec-
ond in the pole vault.
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
and girls’ teams will travel 
next to the Knight Relays 
Friday, Feb. 26, at Clear 
Falls High School. 
 The field events as well 

as the running preliminar-
ies will begin at 2:30 p.m., 
and the running finals will 
begin at 6 p.m.
Brook girls at Pearland

 A young and inexperi-
enced Clear Brook varsity 
girls’ team continued its 
season at the John Morris 
Invitational Feb. 19, at The 
Rig in Pearland.
 The Lady Wolverines 
ended up with 7.75 points 
in the meet. 

Lajaunie tennis
sign up ongoing
 The Darren Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
along with the Bay Area 
Racquet Club in Houston 
will host the 5th Annual 
Darren Lajaunie Memori-
al Tennis Tournament Fri-
day through Sunday, April 
22 through April 24. The 
Bay Area Racquet Club 
is located on Kings Park 
Lane, off Nasa Parkway.
 Lajaunie, a Dobie High 
School graduate, was an 
avid tennis player who 
died from cancer in 2011.
 The tournament will 
begin April 23 at 8 a.m. 
and finish April 24, with a 
trophy presentation at the 
conclusion of each divi-
sion of play.   
 Interested participants 
should check the scholar-
ship website for tourna-
ment details or the BARC 
website.
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Looking to sell or lease 
your home?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the 

South Belt-Ellington Leader's 

weekly Real Estate section!

11555 Beamer
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CALENDAR
at the South Belt-Ellington Leader 

send  an email to: 
mynews@southbeltleader.com

HELP WANTED
AUTO

1998 CHEVY SILVERADO 
Brand new engine, 3 
year/100,000 mi. warranty. 
Asking $5000. Call 346-804-
9179 3-10

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. South 
Belt Area. Free Estimates.
New Computers For Sale. 
Deal with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 713-
991-1355. 3-3
SOUTHBELT - Data-Sys-
tems - Hard Drive Data Re- 
covery - Linux Installation. 
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, 
281-922-4160. E-mail: sds 
@walkerlaw.com TF

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER 
needed. Must have comput-
er knowledge. Call Ed Camp 
at 713-947-0544.            3-3
PEARLAND ORTHODONTIST 
Accepting applications for 
experienced Orthodontic 
Assistant. Call Carol for 
interview 281-485-6003 or 
send resume to admin@elli
sorthodontics.com          3-3

LOST & FOUND
FOUND BICYCLE in bushes 
on South Belt Leader prop-
erty. Please call to identify. 
281-481-5656 TF

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE: Solid wood 
table, 4 chairs $500. Ashley 
Reclining Loveseat $600. 
Both excellent condition. 
281-412-4170. Craigslist: 
5427919405, 5427892941  
 3-3

SERVICES
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
We are able to help with 
anything around the house 
whether it be home restora-
tion or general landscaping 
needs. Call Andy at 832-
971-2808. 3-17
I PROVIDE ELDERY CARE. 
Dr. appt., hair appt., grocery 
shopping, meal prepara-
tions, light house keeping, 
bathing assistance. In home 
companionship. Hourly care. 
References. Ava - 281-797-
4791 2-25
HELPING HANDS: with cargo 
van. Caregiver, appoint-

VOLUNTEERS
SOUGHT

The
Southeast VFD 

needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 
Beamer 

281-
481-5656

Join us Join us 
on Facebook!on Facebook!

Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

Continued from Page 3B
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29

10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m. Literature Study. In His 
Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter 
through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday 
and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact Dr. Dave 
Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. 
Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For information, call the club at 
281-480-1911.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. 
Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for 
information, or just drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets at noon at 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For information, 
call 713-856-1611.

3:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech therapy, 
3:30 to 5 p.m., Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center 
Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services 
offered. For adults with Parkinson’s disease only.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Mondays at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua, 6 p.m. 
Come and improve crossword game playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 for 
information.

6:30 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – meets Mondays at 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland. 
Enter door closest to recycling bins. For information, call 713-865-3668 or 
visit www.oahouston.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building) on the Westminster side. For infor-
mation, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Friends Helping Friends Grief Support Group – Group meets Mondays, 
Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster, 7 to 
8:15 p.m., in the staff meeting room. Anyone who has lost a loved one is 
welcome. Free. For information, call Betty Bielat at 281-474-3430 or Diana 
Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – New AA meeting, Saint Luke’s Group, 12 
Step Recovery Program, open meeting meets Mondays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
in the Education Building, 11011 Hall Road, 77089. For information, call 
Russell Garcia at 832-483-6715. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH 1
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at 
the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in 
the Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just 
drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, an 
old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For information, 
call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday 
and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact Dr. Dave 
Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. 
Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For information, call the club at 
281-480-1911.

11:30 a.m.
Local NARFE Meeting – The National Association of Retired Federal 
Employees, Chapter 1321, meets monthly on the first Tuesday in the Clear 
Lake Community Center, 5001 NASA Parkway. A meal is available for $6. 
For information, call Bob Mitchell at 281-333-2881.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets at noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For information, call 
713-856-1611.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets weekly, Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golf-
crest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Drive, Pearland. Lunch is served 
for $15. Variety of interesting speakers. For information, call 281-900-7257 
or visit nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

1 p.m.
Trailmixers – Meets the first Tuesday of the month at the Luby’s Cafeteria 
on Fuqua. Former and current employees of J. Frank Dobie High School 
are welcome for lunch and conversation.
Ballroom Dance Practice – Tuesdays, Hometown Heroes Park, League 
City. Come and enjoy free ballroom dancing,1 to 3 p.m., on a beautiful 
3,630 sq. ft. fl oating hardwood fl oor. Dancers practice to a large variety of 
ballroom music. Instructor available to assist people with new moves. Ev-
eryone is welcome! For questions, call 281-554-1180. 1001 East League 
City Pkwy.

1:30 p.m
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road, at 1:30 p.m. For 
information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 6 
p.m., First United Methodist Church,  room 215, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Quilt Guild – Meets the first Tuesday of the month at Mt. Olive 
Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. Fellowship begins at 6:30 p.m. 
The meeting/program begins at 7 p.m. The March meeting is the annual 
fundraiser auction of donated items from cleaned-out sewing rooms. There 
is a silent auction and a live auction. Bring your checkbook and come see 
what great bargains you can fi nd. All guests are welcome. For more infor-
mation, call Debby Benson at 713-248-8757 or visit bayareaquiltguild.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building) on the Westminster side. For infor-
mation, call 713-856-1611.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 
Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., 
St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 

713-204-2481.
WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 2

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday 
and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact Dr. Dave 
Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. 
Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For information, call the club at 
281-480-1911.

11:30 a.m.
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets on the first and third 
Wednesday of the month, 11:30 a.m., Bravos Mexican Restaurant, 10906 
Fuqua. December may be an exception. For information, call Monica 
Montoya at 281-794-5531.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets at noon at 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For information, 
call 713-856-1611.

1 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – invites dancers to the Hump Day Dance to 
practice ballroom dance rhythms from 1 to 3:30 p.m. every Wednesday, 
1001 E. League City Pkwy. Eileen Bauerlein is available to assist those 
needing help learning dance moves. For details, call the park offi ce at 281-
554-1180 or Neva Schroder at 832-864-2721.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 6 
p.m., First United Methodist Church,  room 215, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – The free group meets the first Wednesday 
of each month in the third floor classrooms 3 and 4 of Bayshore Medical 
Center, 4000 Spencer Hwy. in Pasadena. For information, call 713-944-
4782 or 713-266-6400.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church in the youth building on the Westminster side. For 
information, call 713-856-1611.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – The Southeast Houston group 
meets twice each month. The group offers support and coping skills in a 
non-threatening environment to adult individuals who have lost a loved 
one to suicide. For information on registration or to obtain a physical 
address for a location, call 713-533-4500 or visit www.crisishotline.org.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center  – Confidential 
domestic violence support group for women, 7 p.m., 210 S. Walnut off 
NASA Pkwy. between I-45 South and Highway 3. Call 281-338-7600 or 
visit www.bayareaturningpoint.com for information. 24-hour crisis hotline 
is 281-286-2525.

THURSDAY, MARCH 3
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, in Cornell 
Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday 
and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact Dr. Dave 
Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. 
Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For information, call the club at 
281-480-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For information, call 713-856-
1611.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise for individuals 
with Parkinson’s disease, 4 to 5 p.m., Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital Clear 
Lake, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Call 713-313-1652 or visit 
www.hapsonline.org for a list of all services.

6:30 p.m.
Diabetes Support Group – A support group for young adults with Type 
1 diabetes. All subjects open for discussion: new technologies, research 
advances, dating, etc. Meets the first Thursday (or second if that day is a 
holiday) at various restaurants. Contact Dan Steiner, CDE, at 713-922-
9677 for information.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group of Narcotics Anonymous, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, at the First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building) on the Westminster side. For infor-
mation, call 713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for family and friends 
of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Room 215. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends and family mem-
bers of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, room 208. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday of each 
month, Barnes and Noble, Bay Area Blvd. and the Gulf Freeway. 7 p.m. 
Newcomers welcome. 

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 
Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., 
St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 
713-204-2481.

CALENDAR

LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

V8 Motorcycle Dealership looking for an experienced technician 
with automotive/motorcycle repair experience.  Must also have 
experience working with Electrical diagrams.  Valid DL, reliable 
transportation and cell phone are required for job related er-
rands.  Must be able to complete administrative work such as 
purchase orders and service tickets, and have good customer 
service skills with the ability to maintain a good, positive relation-
ship with co-workers and the owner.  Will be required to maintain 
a clean, organized working environment.  We are located on 
Loop 610 near Gulfgate Mall Area.  Full Time Hours.

Fax resume to: 713-645-8439 or call for interview: 713-645-2677

NEEDED
Full Time Automotive/Motorcycle Mechanic

LITTLE LONGHORNS DAYCARE
10330 Blackhawk Blvd.

PLEASE CALL MS. LINDA @ 

281-412-4411
and/or send Resume to 

thelittlelonghorns@yahoo.com
Experience Preferred

ENROLLING NOW

HIRING NOW
Full-Time and Part-Time Positions Available

6 weeks – 12 years

ments, shopping, errands, 
home handyman, light-
weight pickup and delivery, 
miscellaneous and etc. 
Caring and thoughtful. RJ 
832-441-4270 3-3  
HANDYMAN: Painting inte-
rior / exterior, sheetrock, 
wood fences, tree services, 
trimming & removal, mulch, 
lay fresh grass, pressure 
washing. Free Estimates. 
Ruben 832-276-4820 or        
rvmoctezuma2@gmail.com  
 3-3
AFFORDABLE PAINTING 
Painting interior / exterior, 
sheetrock installation and 
repair. Wood fences and 
pressure washing. Free 
Estimates. 832-466-2306   
 2-25

      
      
    

South Belt Leader 
NowHiring

PART-TIME SALES
POSITION

Call for appointment

281-481-5656

1750 Riverstone Ranch Dr.
Houston, Texas  77089
Phone:  281-481-0314

Preschool Caregiver 
needed!

Monday thru Friday • 8:45-2:15

Please call 281-741-7497
American Legion Post 490

is looking to hire ais looking to hire a

Part-Time Cook
(prefer a U.S. Veteran)

Approx. 24 hours per week • $8.30 per hour to start
Interviews by appointment only.

281-481-1179
11702 Galveston Road
Houston, TX  77034
(across from Ellington Field)



LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

AADDRRIIAANNSS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS..CCOOMM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

832-577-4539“The Pool Man”
Tommy Tyler

        “One call does it all”        “One call does it all”
Repairs • Remodeling • MaintenanceRepairs • Remodeling • Maintenance

TOMMY’S 
POOL SERVICEPOOL SERVICE
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NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $21
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238
ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Etc.

Swimming Pool Demos
WE ARE INSURED

Business 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us

–– We also Haul Trash ––

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING • SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING 
• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING 

• ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

Advertise in the Leader!
281-481-5656

www.southbeltleader.com

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

Support Leader advertisers!

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news
and updates 
between 
issues!

es 

$35 OFF
YOUR FIRST REPAIR

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

281-552-8357
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

WWW.ABACUSPLUMBINGAC.COM

Alan O’Neill, CEO, MPL 20628, TACLB 49330E

713-530-0833

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

Master Electrician, Johnny R. GibbsMaster Electrician, Johnny R. Gibbs TECL #19197TECL #19197

“Look on the “Look on the 
Bright Side”Bright Side”

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Small Jobs Preferred

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 832-672-3171

So
ut

h B
elt

 
Gr

ap
hic

s &
 P

rin
tin

g No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information
281-484-4337

Looking to 
Improve your 
yard the easy 

way!
Call the
Leader 

advertisers 
for your 
Lawn & 
Garden!

11555 
Beamer

281-481-5656

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• PLUMBING • SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE 
• FENCES • GARAGE CONVERSION
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

LAWN & GARDEN

Get your 
LOCAL NEWS 

FIRST!
Visit us online at: 

www.southbeltleader.com

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
References Available

Free Estimates

281-773-3991★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 832-768-6292 or or 713-298-9267713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDSWE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

Call for Heating Inspection                           

WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS

TACLB1954E

281-484-1818   4403 F.M.2351

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not too soon! Beat the rush!

WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!
TACLB002755C

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

MPL39885
Licensed & Insured 

Whole House
Repipe Special

starting at
$5,995.00 

*This price is for single story home 
up to 9 fi xtures. Additional fi xtures or 
2-story home will be additional cost. 

No other discounts included.

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA 

INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP

*Camera service is free with 
regular charged drain unstop. No 

other discounts included.

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!

Fix Now  
Pay Later

Call for Details

www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

713-340-0404
We Are Now Located in South Belt

NEW SPECIALS ONLY AVAILABLE TO SOUTH BELT RESIDENTS

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Service

40 Gallon Rheem
Water Heater 

installed for
$975.00 

*This price is for 1st fl oor install 
only. Additional charges for 2nd 
fl oor or attic install may apply as 

well as for code upgrades.

THE POND GUY

35 years experience

713-922-9121
www.waterfeaturedesigninhoustontx.com

• Landscaping • Irrigation • Flagstone Patios 
• Walkways • Streams • Water Features 

• Ponds • Waterfalls (pondless)

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Built Out 

VA & ADA experienced • 30 yrs. experience

832-891-4610We pride ourselves on 
quality workmanship.

Free 
Estimates

AirstreamAirstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

Call for details and a FREE EVALUATION
281-481-6308

DUCTWORKDUCTWORK
SPECIALSPECIAL 20% 

OFF

Homes can lose up to 30% Homes can lose up to 30% 
of energy due to poor air ducts!of energy due to poor air ducts!

“Save Money, Shop Local”

281-692-1684MPL #18439

COMPLETE KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS
Granite, Glass & Tile • Custom Wood Cabinets

Call today to set up an appointment.

Financing Available
SHOWROOM NOW OPEN

5828 W. Broadway, Pearland, TX  77581
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District 22-6A Standings
Varsity Boys’ Soccer
(Through Feb. 23 play)

 Teams  W  L T   Pts.
 Dobie  8 0 2     26
 Memorial  7 2 2     24
 Manvel  7 2 1     23
 Pasadena  6 3 2     21
 Rayburn  6 5 0     18
 Pearland  1 6 4     10
 South Houston  2         7 2      9
 Dawson  2         8 1      7
 Alvin  2         8 0      6

Dobie’s Hilda Rodriguez (7) and Sanjauna Aguilera 
of Manvel go head-to-head in the fi rst half of the 
Lady Longhorns’ 3-0 victory over the Mavericks 
Feb. 19, at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena. At 5-4-

1, Dobie is trying to stay in playoff contention with 
six games remaining to play. The Lady Longhorns 
go against Pasadena Saturday, Feb. 27, at Veterans 
Stadium. Match time is noon. Photos by Nick Tamayo

Summer Naser scored a goal for the Lady Long-
horns in a 3-0 win over Manvel Feb. 19. Now, she 
hopes to help her team defeat Pasadena Feb. 27.

Dobie’s Carmen Sosa (23) got in on the action against Manvel and made some 
key plays as the Lady Longhorns secured a big win within league action, a 3-0 
shutout of the Lady Mavericks.

Continued from Page 1B
 Outright victories in 
soccer are worth three 
points. 
 Ties results in each 
team being given a point, 
and the resulting shoot-
out winner earns a total 
of two. Losses are simply 
worth nothing in terms of 
points.
 Dobie has 26 points, 
while Manvel has 23. Pas-
adena and Memorial have 
21. 
 The Longhorns face 
Pasadena Feb. 26, at Veter-
ans Stadium. All matches 
are big at this time of the 
season, but the later the 
season gets, the more im-
portant the games get.
 “I really feel like Friday 
against Pasadena we can 
take a huge step forward,” 
Dobie head coach Justo 
Manrique said.
 “Pasadena is one of 
the teams that has been 
making real progress 
lately, and I felt like they 
would.  
 “They obviously want 
to keep winning to keep 
moving up the standings. 
It’s huge for both teams.”
 Until the last week or 
so, Dobie had been fight-
ing an uphill battle in the 
standings. 
 Manvel scored an extra 
point on its ledger after 
downing Dobie in a shoot-
out after a regulation tie 
in the first half of district 
play. 
 The Mavericks then 

took care of business, 
landing 23 of a possible 
24 points in the first half 
of 22-6A action.
 Not so much anymore. 
Manvel was without a key 
player against Pasadena 
after the player drew a red 
card against Dobie Feb. 
19. 
 Manrique, who watched 
Pasadena defeat Manvel, 
said the Mavericks played 
the game without a few 
other key players.
 In its own match against 
Manvel that brought 
the district lead, Rafael 
Gomes gave Dobie a 1-0 
lead with about 10 min-
utes remaining in the first 
half after the Maverick de-
fense erred in the back. 
 Later, Dobie’s Josue 
Villalta crossed a pass in 
the box, and Sabino Loz-
ano was eventually able to 
ease the ball over the Man-
vel keeper for a 2-0 final.
 So things have come 
together for Dobie. In fact, 
things have come together 
quite nicely for the Long-
horns both this year and 
last. 
 Manrique said many of 
today’s players were first-
timers or sophomores dur-
ing a 2014 season – Man-
rique’s first at Dobie – that 
didn’t go as planned.
 Since then, Dobie has 
simply ruled the 22-6A 
ranks. This season, the 
team has trailed just twice 
in separate games.  
 The Longhorns came 

away disappointed after 
the shootout loss to Man-
vel the first go-around and 
proceeded to reel off  five 
straight wins for 15 points.
 Dobie then led Memo-
rial 2-0 before surrender-
ing that lead for another 
tie. 
 Other than that, the 
Longhorns have been as 
consistent as any other 
team around. 
 At 12-2-2 overall, 
the Longhorns are 8-0-2 
in district play with six 
games to play.
 “I think a lot of it is 
mental toughness,” Man-
rique said. 
 “We don’t have a star 
player on this team, a 
guy who can score goals 
at will. There’s no Jose 
Ibarra, Jose Gonzalez or 
Jonathan Palma like in the 
past. Maybe that’s a good 
thing. We are stepping up 
as a team. 
 “We have had to be 
more aggressive with our 
numbers (of players) up 
top in an effort to score 
more goals. It’s risky in 
the back (defense), but it’s 
been helpful. 
 “These guys work to-
gether. A lot of them re-
member that 2014 season 
and have since bought into 
what we are doing.   
 “They decided to man 
up after the tie against 
Manvel, and each time 
they face adversity, they 
seem to respond.”
 And with yet another 

big game coming Feb. 26 
against Pasadena, Man-
rique expects his guys to 

respond yet again. 
 If they do, the reach 
for that precious second 

22-6A crown will be that 
much shorter.  
 Of note, Dobie has not 
lost a district match since 
that 2014 season, Man-
rique’s debut campaign 
with the Longhorns. That 
statement is not meant to 
jinx the Longhorns in any 
way, but instead to point 
out the team’s dominance.
 Manrique doesn’t want 
to be the one to point out 
the loss-less streak for his 
team, but told the Leader 
the players deserve the 
recognition.
 With that tidbit out in 
public now, Manrique 
said he doesn’t expect the 
Longhorns to have issues 
with Pasadena in what is a 
big game for both teams in 
the district race.

Lady Horns need wins
 For the Dobie varsity 
girls’ team, a win over the 
Pasadena Eagles Feb. 27 is 
imperative.
 Alvin, Dawson and 
Pearland, just like last sea-
son, have all but secured 
three of the four available 
playoff spots. 
 Last season, Dobie lost 
the fourth and final playoff 
spot to Pasadena Memo-
rial. This time around, Do-
bie is climbing an uphill 
battle to catch Pasadena, 
and Memorial is close be-
hind.
 The issue? Pasadena 
defeated Dobie in the first 
round of district play, so 
the Lady Longhorns really 
need to turn the tables in 
this one.

 “Really, our biggest 
concern is Pasadena (Feb. 
27),” Dobie head coach 
Bryan McDonald said. 
 “We are three points 
behind, with one less 
game played (for Dobie). 
If we win that one, it puts 
us back in playoff conten-
tion.  
 “(Pasadena) is a tough 
matchup for everyone 
because of their physical 
play. I’m confident that 
if we play our game, and 
don’t get drawn into their 
style, we can get the job 
done. But if we get into a 
rugby match, it’s anyone’s 
game.”
 Summer Naser, Angel-
ica Ortiz and Alex Maga-
na had goals as the Lady 
Longhorns stayed close in 

the standings with a 3-0 
win over Manvel Feb. 19. 
The team has been idle 
since then. 
 Hopefully, a bit of rest 
will go a long way toward 
helping Dobie be ready 
for this last stretch of key 
games.
 Dobie still has Dawson, 
Alvin and Memorial re-
maining as well. McDon-
ald obviously knows that 
stealing a win or perhaps 
a tie against one of the 
teams in front of them will 
go a long way toward get-
ting his team back to the 
postseason for the first 
time since 2014. The race 
is on. 
 “Our focus going for-
ward is to play them one 
game at a time.”

Varsity soccer: JFD boys lead crown race; girls chase

Dobie’s Jeremy Williams (11) and Royce Hunter (55) 
celebrate while the final seconds of the Longhorns’ 60-
52 bidistrict boys’ basketball playoff victory over North 
Shore tick off the clock Feb. 23, at Pasadena Memori-

al High School.  Hunter paced the Longhorns with 14 
points in the win, and Williams made several big shots, 
particularly in the second half, as the Longhorns ad-
vanced to the area round for the first time since 2012.

Longhorn boys’ basketball stuns North Shore, moves to area
Continued from Page 1B
 Dobie’s confidence in 
this one was evident from 
the opening tip. 
 Trey Prater fed Lester 
for a layup to open the 
scoring, and Giron then 
stole the ball away from 
the Mustangs and raced to 
the offensive end. Giron 
misfired, but Prater was 
there for the offensive re-

bound and put back for a 
4-0 lead.  
 North Shore’s Myles 
Brown got his team on the 
scoreboard with a pair of 
free throws, but Hunter 
drained a 3-pointer on 
Dobie’s end, followed by 
a pair of free throws from 
Cooper. Dobie led 9-2 
quickly, and North Shore 
head coach David Green 

called for a timeout mid-
way through the opening 
quarter.
 North Shore went 4 
minutes, 19 seconds with-
out a field goal to open the 
game as the 21-6A cham-
pions struggled to handle 
Dobie’s press defense. 
Whenever the Mustangs 
made a pass, there were at 
least two Dobie defenders 

to contest the next action.
 North Shore settled 
down long enough to tie 
the game at 9-9, but Hunt-
er hit from distance again, 
and Cooper fed Gilbert for 
a layup as Dobie closed 
the quarter on a 5-1 run to 
lead 14-10.
 Dobie’s Trey Kelly had 
four points and Giron sank 
a 3-pointer as the Long-
horns took a 26-16 lead 
midway through the sec-
ond quarter.
 But, North Shore came 
up with a pair of blocked 
shots and a couple of take-
aways on Dobie’s end to 
climb right back. The two 
teams went to halftime 
with Dobie leading 26-25, 

anybody’s game to win.
 The two teams traded 
basketball “blows” in the 
third quarter.
 Every time the Long-
horns looked on their way 
to perhaps pulling away, 
the Mustangs came back.
 Gilbert’s score in close 
gave the Longhorns a 38-
33 lead, only to see North 
Shore’s Terry Mitchell 
come back with a three-
ball.
 Williams, who had al-
ready made a 3-pointer 
of his own earlier in the 
quarter, ended the third in 
a big way for Dobie as he 
lassoed a pass along the 
right baseline and fired in 
a 3-pointer at the buzzer. 

Dobie led 45-37 entering 
the fourth quarter.
 Gilbert’s mammoth 
slam two minutes into the 
fourth quarter threw the 
Dobie crowd into a frenzy 
and further brightened Do-
bie’s hopes.
 Brown sank a basket 
to get North Shore within 
48-46 midway through the 

fourth, but the Longhorns 
went on a 12-6 run to close 
out the big win.
 Williams scored on 
a breakaway and then 
drained a 3-pointer with 
1:42 left that all but sealed 
it.
 “We had six guys who 
averaged seven points or 
more per game in district 

for us,” Cross said. 
 “You could see early 
on that North Shore really 
tried to face guard Royce 
(Hunter), but it’s really 
hard to focus on one guy 
when you can have that 
type of balance offensive-
ly.
 “With the exception of 
that stretch in the second 

quarter, we handled their 
press pretty good. But 
the big thing is, you can’t  
dwell on a turnover and let 
things snowball on you.
 “Maybe no one but us 
expected to be able to pull 
off this win, but we did. 
We felt like if we played 
our game, we could win. 
The guys did it.”

“We wanna say thank you and we truly appreciate all 
our loyal customers who we consider family and friends!

GOD BLESS YOU!!”

Sicily Pizza
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.            281-481-5555

Rated #1 by Houston in Delivery Service!
111111221122 5555555555

 Just like that, Beaumont 
West Brook has joined the 
District 22-6A party for 
two years beginning with 
the 2016-2017 school 
year.
 The University Inter-
scholastic League released 
its two-year realignment 
plan Feb. 1, and the Beau-
mont ISD folks quickly 
cried foul.
 On Feb. 1, West Brook 
was placed in District 12-
6A along with Conroe, 
Oak Ridge, The Wood-
lands, College Park, 
Lufkin and Montgomery.

 Citing increased travel 
time, district finances 
and the length of time its 
student athletes would 
be forced to travel, par-
ticularly on school nights, 
BISD officials filed an ap-
peal to relocate Feb. 18. 
The UIL made its ruling 
shortly thereafter.
 BISD officials were 
also able to successfully 
argue the point that none 
of the other 12-6A school 
locations are wthin 90 or 
so miles of West Brook 
High School, furthering 
late-night travel concerns 

West Brook Bruins to join 22-6A fold

District 22-6A Standings
Varsity Girls’ Soccer
(Through Feb. 23 play)

 Teams  W  L T   Pts.
 Alvin  8 0 2     28
 Dawson  9 1 1     28
 Pearland  9 2 0     27
 Pasadena  6 4 1     19
 Dobie  5 4 1     16
 Memorial  3 4 2     12
 Manvel  2         5 1      7
 South Houston  1         9 1      5
 Rayburn  0        10 1     1

on nights involving extra-
curricular activities.
 With the exception of 
football over both seasons, 
Beaumont West Brook 
will now join Dobie, the 
rest of the Pasadena ISD 
schools, La Porte and 
Deer Park in 22-6A.
 The Bruins will still 
compete on the gridiron 
in District 12-6A, largely 
based on the fact that most 
district football schedules 
had been previously set.
 That’s certainly a boon 
for the future of 22-6A 
football over the next two 

seasons. West Brook, with 
few exceptions, has regu-
larly been in contention 
for a playoff berth. 
 In 2010, the Bruins 
crushed Dobie in a bidis-
trict football game after 
the Longhorns had won 
the District 22-5A cham-
pionship that season.
 West Brook is highly-
competitive in a number of 
team sports, so the  task of 
making the postseason for 
Dobie and others just got 
more difficult. But that’s 
the way it goes sometimes, 
and it is what it is.

 District 23-6A cham-
pion Fort Bend Travis 
controlled the action over 
the final three quarters, 
handing Clear Brook a 72-
49 loss in bidistrict boys’ 
basketball playoff action 
Feb. 23, at Dawson High 
School in Pearland.
 The Wolverines, who 
finished the regular season 
as the No. 4 playoff seed 
in District 24-6A, played 
the Tigers close through 
the first eight minutes.
 But Travis, leading just 
16-15 after that first eight 
minutes, took over from 
there. 
 The Tigers led by seven 
at the half and extended 
their lead at each turn, 

cruising to the easy win.
 District 23-6A wound 
up sweeping District 24-
6A in the bidistrict round 
of the playoffs. Dickin-
son, the 24-6A champion, 
lost to Alief Taylor. Elsik, 
which will face Dobie in 
the area round, defeated 
District 24-6A No. 2 seed 
Clear Creek by a 73-67 
count.
 In the other matchup, 
23-6A’s Hightower took 
down Clear Springs.
 Junior David Azore, the 
Wolverines’ leading scor-
er this season, again paved 
the way for Clear Brook 
with 15 points.
 Up next for Hightower 
is South Houston. 

Playoff boys’ hoops
23-6A champion Travis Tigers
eliminate Clear Brook early


