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New heavy trash resumes
 The City of Houston has resumed its alter-
nating junk/tree waste pickup days. The new 
program had been delayed by Hurricane Ike. 
See related story on Page 5A.

Thompson fun night Feb. 27
  Thompson Intermediate will hold its Family 
Fun Night Friday, Feb. 27, from 5 to 8 p.m. 
The spaghetti dinner includes salad, garlic 
bread and a drink. Adult tickets are $5 presale 
or $7 at door. Children, ages 3 to12, are $3; 
under 3 eat free. Activities include art of recy-
cling contest, family photos, games, door 
prizes and a silent auction. To volunteer, 
donate or for information, contact Leslie 
Velasquez at 281-481-8003 or lesliekogmdo@
hotmail.com.

Solstice supper at KSC
 Kirkwood South Christian Church will host 
a Winter Solstice Supper on Sunday, Feb. 22, 
at 5:30 p.m. The menu will consist of a variety 
of soups, cornbread or crackers, and iced tea 
or coffee – dine in or take out. The cost is $3 
a person, and the event is open to the public.

Mornings of Reflections set
  The Catholic Community of St. Luke the 
Evangelist will host two mornings of reflec-
tion in preparation for Lent. Both days begin 
at 8:30 a.m. and will end by noon. There is no 
charge. Everyone is welcome. In Spanish – 
Saturday, Feb. 21, with Bishop Joseph Vasquez, 
“Cristo, Centro de la Vida de San Pablo.” In 
English – Saturday, Feb. 28, with the Rev. 
James Burkart, “Prayer and Discernment, 
Listening to God.”

Softball cancer benefit set
  The Clear Creek Independent School 
District Strike Out Cancer Softball tourna-
ment will be held Feb. 26-28 at all four high 
schools. 
 The proceeds will benefit the families of 
two local softball players dealing with the 
effects of cancer. One is a 16-year-old softball 
player recently diagnosed with advanced kid-
ney cancer, and the other is a 16-year-old 
pitcher who just lost her mother to cancer. 
 Games will be at noon, 2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 6 
p.m. daily. There will be food, raffles and a 
silent auction. Some of the money will also go 
to the Houston Ronald McDonald House.
 Donations of money or merchandise would 
be greatly appreciated. Contact Debra Moulder 
at 832-2831582 to help.

K of C fish fry at St. Luke’s
  The Knights of Columbus will once again 
serve fried catfish dinners at St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church on Fridays,  Feb. 
27,  March 6, March 13, March 20, March 27 
and  April 3. Dinner consist of a farm-raised 
catfish fillet, french fries, hush puppies, cole 
slaw, corn-on-the-cob and iced tea. Soft drinks 
and desserts will be available starting at $.50.
 Dinners will be sold, dine in or take out, 
and be served from 5 until 7 p.m. at the parish 
hall, 11011 Hall Road.
 All profits will be used for scholarships and 
other local community charitable projects. 
Everyone is invited and welcomed. For more 
information, call 281-484-2127.

Library events scheduled
 The following events are scheduled for the 
Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale: 
 Movie Madness is Thursday, Feb. 19, at 4 
p.m. Call 281-484-2036 for feature title. 
 The Friends of the Parker Williams Library 
will meet Monday, Feb. 23, at 9 a.m. Come 
and discuss ways to support the library.
 Game day is Thursday, Feb. 26, at 4 p.m. 
Come to the library and play games.
 Free income tax assistance is available 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
 Family storytime is Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
 Preschool storytime is Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. 
Toddler time is Thursday at 10 and 11:15 a.m.

St. Frances holds fish fry
  The Men’s Club of St. Frances Cabrini 
Catholic Community will hold a fish fry on 
Friday, Feb. 27, from 4 to 7 p.m. in the Cabrini 
Center, 10727 Hartsook. Meals are $8 each, 
eat in or take home. Future fish dinners will be 
March 13 and 27, and April 17.

Atkinson offers scholarships
 The Atkinson PTO will offer $500 scholar-
ships to two Dobie seniors who attended 
Atkinson for at least two years, one being fifth 
grade. Applications and requirement informa-
tion are available through the senior counsel-
or’s office at Dobie. Applications must be 
received by noon Feb.27 to be considered.

Yearbook deadline Feb. 20
 The deadline for pre-ordering the 2009 
Dobie yearbook is Feb. 20. Fewer than 300 
yearbooks are available and can be bought for 
$61 at www.smart-pay.com. After this date, 
extra books will be available to purchase, 
while supplies last, when the books are deliv-
ered in May. E-mail jswenson@pasadenaisd.
org for more information.

South Belt-Ellington chamber turns 25
 By James Bolen

 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce will celebrate its 25th anniversary Friday, 
Feb. 20, with a dinner featuring guest of honor 
Mayor Bill White at The Gardens, 12001 Beam-
er.
 The idea of creating a chamber for the area 
originally came from Steve Spencer, who in 
1979 served as president of Texas Commerce 
Bank, then located on South Belt Drive.
 Initial discussion led to the formation of the 
South Belt Community Improvement Commit-
tee, which met regularly for the next few years.
 The idea of starting a chamber was formally 

discussed at a meeting held by the South Belt 
Community Improvement Committee. Attend-
ing the meeting were Larry Wright, president of 
First City Bank on Almeda Genoa, Rudy Schu-
bert, Sagemont resident and member of the Pasa-
dena Independent School District board, Marie 
Flickinger, co-publisher of the then South Belt 
Leader and Dr. Parker Williams, president of San 
Jacinto College South.
 A luncheon, promoted in the South Belt Lead-
er, was held the following week to further discuss 
the idea with local business leaders. The meeting 
was a success with roughly 70 in attendance and 
a steering committee being selected.

 The South Belt Chamber of Commerce was 
established shortly thereafter, and local resi-
dent Les Haulbrook was named its fi rst director. 
Meetings were temporarily held at the Spartan 
Insurance building on South Belt Drive.
 Around this time, the City of Houston was 
beginning development of Ellington Field which 
had been purchased from the federal government, 
prompting the organization to rename itself the 
South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce.
 The group’s fi rst offi cers were elected at a 
September 1984 board meeting. These included 
Flickinger as president, Schubert as vice presi-
dent, Wright as treasurer and local attorney Bill 
Morgan serving as secretary.
 The following month, the newly formed 
chamber held its fi rst dinner at the Hilton Hous-
ton Hobby Airport hotel.
 From a list of entries, the group selected as its 

slogan, “Still Believing in Excellence,” submit-
ted by Sagemeadow resident Larry Elender.
 At its third annual dinner, the chamber showed 
a fi lm titled Moving Tomorrow into Today to en-
courage economic development in the commu-
nity. 
 Unlike other surrounding chambers of com-
merce, the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce is completely member-funded and 
receives no monetary assistance from local city 
or county governments. 
 “It’s been tough,” Flickinger said. “But, what 
doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.” 
 In its early stages, the chamber would act as 
more of a social group, hosting after business 
hour blenders to promote commercial endeavors 
between its members. The chamber would also 
host a number of ribbon-cutting ceremonies
                                       Continued on Page 5A

By Jocelyn Nichols, Pasadena ISD
  Dr. Dixie Melillo was surrounded by friends, 
family, students, educators and Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District school board members 
as they recently honored her and offi cially dedi-
cated the middle school that bears her name.
 Dr. Dixie Melillo Middle School opened at 
the beginning of the 2008-2009 school year. The 
campus serves fi fth- and sixth-grade students 
from the Burnett Elementary, Frazier Elemen-
tary, Stuchbery Elementary and Thompson In-
termediate attendance zones. Construction of the 
building was funded by a bond issue approved by 
district voters in 2004.
 In 1983, Melillo became the second woman 
to graduate from the University of Texas Medi-
cal Branch in Galveston as a surgeon. Since then, 
she has made generous contributions to educa-
tion and health care.
 Melillo, a general surgeon who practices in 
South Belt and Pasadena, specializes in breast 
cancer. She is co-founder of The Rose, a non- 
profi t organization that provides breast cancer 

screenings and diagnosis to women regardless of 
their ability to pay.
 During her remarks, Melillo inspired students 
with her personal account of being a high school 
dropout and a teenage mother of two at age 17.
 “The only limits we have on ourselves are the 
ones we put there, sometimes the worst things 
that happen to us are really blessings in disguise, 
but you can’t give up,” Melillo said.
 PISD Superintendent Dr. Kirk Lewis thanked 
the school staff and community for their contin-
ued support in building the school.
 “It’s hard enough to build a school but then 
when you add Hurricane Ike, it’s even more diffi -
cult – but the faculty stepped up to the challenge. 
It takes a community to build a school like this 
and we thank you,” Lewis said.  
 The event featured performances by the Me-
lillo Mustang band, choir and orchestra. At the 
end of the ceremony, Principal Diane Wheeler 
presented Melillo with a plaque and guests were 
served refreshments and given a tour of the state 
of-the-art campus.

Dixie shares day with parents

Dr. Dixie Melillo (left) was honored Tuesday, Feb. 10, when the Pasadena Independent School 
District middle school that bears her name was offi cially dedicated. Melillo  is the founder of 
the nonprofi t organization The Rose. Begun in 1986, The Rose makes mammography avail-
able to any woman regardless of her ability to pay. She  was the second female to graduate as 
a surgeon from the  University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. Immediately after be-
ing presented a plaque from school principal ,  Diane Wheeler, the esteemed doctor credited 
her father, Theodore Unruh, (right) for being her inspiration. Also shown is Melillo’s mother, 
Marjorie Unruh (center). See additional photo on Page 5A.         Photo by Marie Flickinger

2 area houses burn Thursday

 Two separate houses caught fi re Thursday, Feb. 12. Above, fi refi ghters extinguish a blaze 
at a home in the 11400 block of Camphorwood. The Southeast Volunteer Fire Department, 
the Houston Fire Department, the Forest Bend Volunteer Fire Department and Pearland 
Fire Department all responded to the incident, as the house reportedly serves as a day care. 
Fortunately, the home was unoccupied at the time of the fi re. Altogether, seven fi re engines 
and three ambulances responded. The Harris County Fire Marshal’s offi ce has preliminar-
ily determined the cause to be electrical in nature. Below, a home in the 10500 block of Sage-
wick also caught fi re. It, too, was unoccupied. Reportedly the occupants had recently moved. 
Units from HFD stations 70 and 29 responded to the incident. An insurance contractor was 
hired to secure the home last Monday. The cause of the blaze has yet to be determined. 
Above photo by David Flickinger                                               Below photo by Marie Flickinger

South Belter killed in auto accident
  By James Bolen
 Clear Brook Meadows resident Troy Augst, 
30,  was killed in a head-on collision Wednesday, 
Feb. 11, at roughly 10:30 p.m. in the 2600 block 
of Genoa Red Bluff.
 Police say Augst, a 1997 Dobie graduate, was 
traveling west, as east-
bound driver Rodney 
Price, 47, attempted to 
pass two vehicles and 
crashed into him. 
 Augst’s vehicle, a 
black Chevrolet truck, 
spun around into a 
ditch and struck a tele-
phone pole. He was 
pronounced dead at 
the scene.
 Price’s vehicle, a 
red GMC Z71, spun around and landed in the 
eastbound lane. He was taken by Life Flight to 
Memorial Hermann Hospital with serious inju-
ries.
 Police found beer containers in Price’s truck, 
and he was given a mandatory blood test.
 At press time, a charge of intoxication man-
slaughter was pending against Price, but it could 
be upgraded to felony murder. 
 Price, a La Porte resident, has an extensive 
criminal record, including four previous DWI 
charges. Other previous convictions include 
theft, assault and drug possession.
 Augst’s family donated his organs to help save 
the lives of others.
 Other auto fatalities
 In related news, two separate fatal traffi c acci-
dents occurred on the Gulf Freeway Wednesday, 

Feb. 11.
 According to Houston police, Jose Resendez, 
27, was traveling at a high rate of speed in the 
9100 block of the Gulf Freeway near Loop 610 
South in a black Ford Mustang at roughly 1:20 
a.m. Resendez tried to pass an 18-wheeler and 
then hit an entrance ramp curb and lost control. 
The vehicle then went onto the sidewalk on the 
right side of the service road, struck a light pole 
and rolled several times before ejecting the ve-
hicle’s passenger, Nicholas Hernandez.
 Hernandez, 25, was pronounced dead at the 
scene.
 Intoxication manslaughter charges are pend-
ing against Resendez.
 Hernandez himself was already facing life in 
prison for felony murder charges for his third 
DWI, one of which killed two individuals in a 
head-on collision on Highway 288 last August.
 Resendez was transported to Memorial Her-
mann Hospital where he was treated and then 
taken into custody.
 Later that day, an unnamed 16-year old ju-
venile was driving a silver Toyota Celica in the 
7200 block of the Gulf Freeway south of Monroe 
at about 8:05 p.m. when he attempted to exit the 
freeway, striking the rear of a Yamaha motorcy-
cle that was also attempting to exit.
 The driver of the motorcycle, Roderick Jamal 
Johnson, 23, was pronounced dead at the scene. 
 The juvenile suspect did not stop and imme-
diately fl ed the scene. He later turned himself in 
to deputies from the Harris County Precinct 6 
Constable’s offi ce.
 He has been referred to the Harris County 
Juvenile Probation authorities under a charge of 
failure to stop and render aid.

 Deputies fi ght alcohol, drug abuse
  Deputies from the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce have kept busy lately battling 
crimes ranging from drunk driving to drug pos-
session. The constable’s offi ce received a call 
from an alert driver Monday Feb. 9, at 10:45 p.m. 
stating there was someone  swerving and driving 
erratically around the intersection of Scarsdale 
and Beamer.
 Deputy Phillip Askew responded to the call 
and found found the suspect driver, Dean Helms, 
parked at the Walgreens at the aforementioned 
intersection. Askew discovered Helms, 48, was 
asleep in the vehicle with his foot on the brake 
and his transmission in drive.
 After repeated attempts to wake Helms, the 
deputy called a wrecker to unlock his vehicle.

 Once awake, Helms told Askew he was dia-
betic. 
 He was subsequently taken to Memorial Her-
mann Southeast Hospital for evaluation. Hospital 
staff determined that Helms’ blood-alcohol level 
was three times the legal intoxication limit.
 He was arrested and charged with DWI. 
 Later that week, Deputy Raymond Deleon 
stopped a vehicle Sunday, Feb. 15, at 8:50 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of Scarsdale for speeding and 
nearly causing multiple accidents.
 Deleon arrested the driver, Dreake Correa, 
and charged him with reckless driving.
 A subsequent search of the vehicle yielded a 
small amount of marijuana. Correa, 19, was then 
also charged with possession of marijuana.

Dedication honors Melillo 



Deaths

By Police Chief Harold Hurtt
 Throughout the Department, offi cers 
have carried out a variety of initiatives 
in 2008 that have proven to be very 
benefi cial, and I look forward to seeing 
where the dedication of all HPD employ-
ees takes the department in the years to 
come.
 Total Part I crime decreased by 8.4 
percent in 2008. Murder decreased 16.4 
percent and robbery by 7.6 percent, and 
non-violent crime decreased by 10.2 per-
cent. 
 Statistics reveal that gang-related 
murders decreased by 40.9 percent, but 
rapes increased 8.1 percent and aggra-
vated assaults were up by 9.1 percent.  
 Fifty-four percent of the aggravated 
assaults were family/domestic violence 
incidents.
 City Council approved the Conve-
nience Store Ordinance, which requires 
the businesses to register with the po-
lice department and enact other security 
measures. In 2008, crime in and around 
convenience stores decreased 17 per-
cent from the prior year.
 The Department formed the Video 
8-Liner Enforcement Team in 2008 to ad-
dress crime in and around game rooms. 
Close to 20,000 citations were issued 
and 72 game rooms were closed.
 Strategically positioned, the newly 
acquired Breath Alcohol Testing van, or 
B.A.T. van, allows offi cers to quickly pro-
cess intoxicated suspects. Five additional 

Hurtt discusses Houston 
crime decrease

vans will soon be acquired.
 The Harris County District Attorney’s 
Offi ce has also assisted in our DWI en-
forcement efforts through No Refusal 
Nights. During No Refusal Nights, when 
a suspect refuses to take a breath test, a 
search warrant for a blood specimen is 
issued by an Assistant District Attorney. 
In 2008, 248 such warrants were com-
pleted.
 Additionally, HPD contracted a U.K-
based company to conduct a diagnostic 
review of the DNA laboratory. Forensic 
Science Services delivered their report in 
January and we are now evaluating their 
recommendations.
 Seventies-era helicopters were re-
placed and the additional purchase of 
patrol and training copters will move the 
Department toward providing air cover-
age 21-hours-a-day.
 The Department has also worked to 
increase the number of offi cers perform-
ing police duties through recruiting and 
the Offi cers to the Street program. Offi -
cers to the Street will, by the end of Fiscal 
Year 2009, fi ll 98 administrative positions 
with civilians. Offi cers who fi lled those 
positions will be reassigned to policing 
functions.
 I take great pride in the many success-
es of the Houston Police Department. 
Uniformed and civilian employees alike 
have made for a spectacular year.
 To the Houston Police Department, 
thank you.

Guest Editorials
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olic Church. Interment 
followed at Forest Park 
Lawndale Cemetery. Ni-
day Funeral Home held 
the visitation.

 Leader 
Obituary policy
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the Leader are published 
free of charge. 
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Troy Owen 
Augst

 Troy Owen Augst, 30, 
died unexpectedly on Wed-
nesday, Feb. 11, 2009.
 Augst attended Moore 
Elementary, Beverly Hills 
Intermediate and Dobie 
High School. He spent his 
free time hunting, fi shing, 
boating and helping family 
and friends with anything.
 He is preceded in death 
by his father, Owen Dar-
rell Augst.
 Augst is survived by his 
mother, Sharon K. Augst; 
brother Eric Wilcox (Su-
zanne); sister Sara Par-
rish (Scott); sister Deena 
Delarosa (Tomas); neph-
ews Brandon, Taylor and 
Blake Wilcox; nephew Ca-
leb Parrish; niece Emma 
Parrish; grandmother Al-
ice Rose; and numerous 
friends. (See related story 
on Page 1A.)

WOW!  Thanks
to Sagemont Church
 I am not a member of Sagemont 
Church but am awestruck at the amazing 
cross erected on their property. Thank 
you Sagemont for sharing this cross with 
the community.              Iris Lawrence

George writes again
on politicians
 Charles Rangel, Tom Daschle, Timo-
thy Geithner, and Nancy Killfer, what do 
these guys have in common? Are they all 
Democrats? Yes they are. Are they tax 
cheats? Yes they are. Have they been 
chosen by President Obama for promo-
tion in his administration? Yes they have.
 Charles Rangel writes the federal tax 
policy and somehow forgot to pay his 
taxes.
 Tom Daschle said that anyone that 
does not pay his or her taxes should be 
“prosecuted to the full extent of the law.” 
And didn’t pay his taxes.
 Timothy Geithner is the smartest man 
President Obama could fi nd to run the 
IRS and he did not know that he was 
supposed to pay self-employment tax. He 
says that it was a mistake. His staff says 
that he doesn’t like math and maybe that 
could have been part of the reason he 
made a mistake. I don’t want him auditing 
my taxes let alone running the US trea-
sury.
 Nancy Killefer forgot to pay taxes on 

two nannies, one for each of her teenage 
children.
 If these guys were Republicans they 
would be in jail or at the very least out 
of offi ce. Because they are Democrats 
they were all offered a promotion. I guess 
that if you are a Democrat, cheating on 
your taxes and getting away with it for 
a certain number of years is a resume 
enhancer. Or the Democrats feel that if 
you can lie to the government and the 
American people that well for that long 
you should be in charge of something. 
Republican pay taxes good, Democrat 
don’t pay taxes better.
 Do not try this at home!! These people 
are professionals operating on a closed 
tax form.
 I wonder what would happen if I “for-
got” to pay my taxes. Would Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden accuse me of being un-
patriotic? Would the IRS forgive me my 
transgressions and put me in charge of 
the Houston offi ce? Or would my wife be 
visiting me at the federal penitentiary? I 
hope she bakes a fi le into the cake for my 
birthday.
 Mr. Obama, I have some cabinet sug-
gestions that will continue your excel-
lent selection process. Why not Charles 
Manson in charge of education? Why not 
Brittany Spears for Housing and Urban 
Development? How about Madonna for 
Secretary of State? They are as qualifi ed 
for these positions as Chuck, Tom, Timo-
thy and Nancy are.
 Maybe if all the Democrat politicans 
paid their taxes we could bypass the en-
tire stimulus bill.

George Valtasaros
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Collins writes 
Bridgegate residents
 Attention Bridgegate Residents: Hope 
your new year is off to a good start! It is 
almost that time of the year again. With 
a little help from our neighbors, we can 
hire a landscaping company to improve 
the appearance of our Bridgegate sub-
division before spring time. The out-of-
pocket expense will be minimal if we get 
100% participation from Bridgegate resi-
dents. We realize that the economy is in 
a recession, but it will be very benefi cial 
if we take extra measures to keep up the 
value of our homes during these times. 
 Please let us know if you are willing to 
make a small contribution on a monthly 
basis to help maintain the common areas 
in Bridgegate such as the entrances. If 
you are interested and/or have any other 
thoughts or ideas regarding revitalizing 
our neighborhood please send your in-
formation to the following e-mail address 
bridgegate7707561@yahoo.com
 We will take a poll from your respons-
es to determine IF we can make this hap-
pen. After we fi nalize all the logistics, we 
will set up a meeting to discuss the fi nal 
arrangements. We truly feel that every 
neighborhood deserves a clean environ-
ment. 
 A couple of gentle reminders: A simple 
and easy way to help the neighborhood 
is to take responsibility for keeping our in-
dividual property clean and looking nice.
 Normal trash pick-up is every Thurs-
day.
 Heavy trash pick-up is the third Thurs-
day of each month. You can legally put 
your heavy trash out at 6 p.m. the Friday 
before your heavy trash day. Let’s make a 
difference!!!                  Shelia A. Collins

Robins:  In response 
to Watrous’ letter
This is in response to letter from Jea-
nine Watrous which was in the Feb. 12 
issue. The Watrous letter was written in 
response to the Jim Robins letter which 
was in the Jan. 29 issue.
 I apologize for not answering sooner 
but I had a mass removed from my right 
kidney on 1/30/09 and have not felt re-
ally good until today. They did save my 
kidney. I appreciate what you and others 
do for our community with your Volun-

teer work. I would like to address a few 
of your response comments to my letter 
to the South Belt Leader published in the 
1/29/09 edition. These comments are as 
follows:
 1. I did not mean to compare Sage-
mont Subdivision to a resort area but 
only to point out that HOA fees usually 
increase annually without limit.
 2. If you and other people want to re-
start Sagemont Security supported by 
donations I will be glad to pay. I stopped 
contributing only when I saw the Sage-
mont Maintenance Committee was using 
maintenance funds to pay for security. 
 3. You stated about the only thing the 
committee can do now is to maintain the 
esplanades because it is more expensive 
to maintain these now then in the 1960’s. 
The maintenance fee was paid out of our 
home payments back then. There was a 
long period after Sagemont was annexed 
by Houston in the 1970’s when there was 
no maintenance fee. Then in 1997 Nell 
Leech and some others reformed the Sa-
gemont Maintenance Committee and my 
fi rst annual payment (as best I can deter-
mine) was $15 paid 2/1/1997. The annual 
payment was raised in 2000 to $18 and 
was raised again in 2004 to $24. In 2008 
the Sagemont Maintenance Committee 
raised the annual maintenance fee to the 
deed restriction maximum of $50. When 
the fee was raised from $15 to $18 the 
Maintenance committee at that time was 
able to plant trees and shrubs and add 
some subdivision signs. I know a few 
trees might need to be replaced or an 
auto accident damage some of the past 
work might need repair. If you can barely 
maintain the esplanades how can the 
committee divert funds for any reason? 
Do contracts need to be moved to some-
one else? What was improved with the 
additional $26 per household the last two 
years?
 I wish you well in your efforts to make 
our subdivision beautiful. 

Jim Robins

Attention Survivors 
of Hurricane Katrina!
 We want to hear from people who 
have a disability or who have diabetes 
who had an experience with Hurricane 
Katrina.  Are you someone or know 
someone who:
 • Has a disability or has diabetes?
 • Is 23 years of age or older and evac-

REQUEST FOR COMPETITIVE
SEALED PROPOSALS

RFP # 09-28              Project ID: # 726801

Competitive Sealed Proposals will be received in duplicate by the 
San Jacinto College District from qualifi ed contractors for work 
in accordance with Proposal Documents and addenda as may be 
issued prior to receipt of proposals for the District Offi ce Electri-
cal Upgrades –San Jacinto College District.  Sealed Proposals 
will be received in the offi ce of William C. Mattei, Director of 
Facilities Special Projects at the Thomas S. Sewell District Ad-
ministration Building, 4624 Fairmont Parkway, Suite 207, Pasa-
dena, Texas 77504 until 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 10, 2009.  
Proposal security in the amount of ten (10) percent of the total 
proposal must accompany each proposal in accordance with the 
Instructions to Offerors.

Two (2) sets of proposal documents will be issued to qualifi ed 
Contractors upon deposit of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each set 
of documents, with check made payable to San Jacinto College 
District.  The deposit will be refunded upon return of the docu-
ments in good condition. Documents will be available on Febru-
ary 19, 2009.  All Plans and Specifi cations will be distributed by 
Ridgway’s Inc. 2900 Smith Street, Houston, TX 77006 Tel (713) 
782-8580 through the “Plan Well” system.  

Under the provisions of Texas Education Code Sec. 44.039, The 
San Jacinto College District will select a contractor to provide 
construction services as described in this Request for Competitive 
Sealed Proposals.  This selection, in the opinion of the District 
will offer the best value for the district based upon the selec-
tion criteria as described in Section 00 21 16 Instructions to 
Proposers.  A mandatory pre-proposal meeting is scheduled for 
all interested general contractors at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday Febru-
ary 24, 2009, to be held in Room 104 at the San Jacinto College 
District Offi ce, 4624 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, TX 77504.  
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals and/
or to waive any informalities in the Competitive Sealed Proposal 
Process.

A funeral should be as unique and special as the person it represents. We believe 

every life has a unique story and deserves to be honored. Let us help you tell that 

story, and truly celebrate a life that was lived.

uated from southern Louisiana after Hur-
ricane Katrina?
 • Would be willing to participate in 
our research study and share their story 
about their lives before, during, and after 
the storm?
 We are doing research to study the im-
pact of Hurricane Katrina on people with 
disabilities or diabetes. We are collecting 
information on the barriers and disrup-
tions they experienced in their lives, the 
strategies they used to reestablish their 
lives and their disaster-related needs as 
they recovered from Hurricane Katrina. 
Participants will be asked to spend from 
30-90 minutes on the telephone or face-
to-face answering survey questions and 
will receive fi nancial compensation for 

their time.
 To sign up for this study or for more 
information, call 1-866-578-4366.
 This project is in collaboration with the 
Center on Disability and Development at 
Texas A&M University and the ILRU Pro-
gram at TIRR Memorial Hermann. And, 
the Co-Principal Investigators are Dr. 
Laura Stough with Texas A&M and Rich-
ard Petty with ILRU. 
 Thank you for your assistance with 
this project.

Sharon Finney, ILRU
Note: ILRU is a program of TIRR Memo-
rial Hermann, The Institute for Rehabili-
tation and Research, a nationally recog-
nized rehabilitation center for persons 
with disabilities.

 The Clear Lake Gem and 
Mineral Society presents its 
34th annual gem, mineral and 
jewelry show, open to the 
public, Feb. 21 and 22, at the 
Pasadena Convention Center. 
 The society is a nonprofit 
educational organization ded-
icated to promoting educa-
tion and interest in earth sci-
ences, as well as the hobbies 
of rock, mineral and fossil 
collecting and jewelry mak-
ing.
  There will be tools, raw 
materials, books, mineral and 
fossil specimens and jewelry 
ranging from fun-to-wear to 
the finest opals, diamonds 
and emeralds for sale.
 Children 11 and under are 
admitted free and given two 
free tickets to visit the “Gem 
Mine” or the hands-on jew-
elry making table.   
 Organized Scout groups 
are also admitted free of 
charge. Free training is avail-
able for geology-related merit 

CLGMS hosts 34th 
annual gem show

badges and belt loops.  Also, 
information for collecting, 
jewelry making and related 
badges is available for boys 
and girls at all Scout levels.
 Demonstrations of rock 
sawing, gem cutting and jew-
elry making will be on the 
center aisle, along with dis-
plays from club members, 
dealers, and the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science.   
 Free gem and mineral 
identification is done by gem-
ologist club members. Swap 
and sale tables, with special 
rules, will be available for 
amateur rock hounds at the 
back of the hall.  
 The show is open from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday 
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday at the Pasadena Con-
vention Center located at 
7902 Fairmont Parkway in 
Pasedena. The fee for a two-
day admission is  $5 for aduts 
and $1 for youth ages 12 to 
18.

Carlos ‘Jimmy’
Santiago, Jr. 

 Carlos “Jimmy” San-
tiago, Jr. , age 59, died on 
Thursday, Feb. 12, 2009, 
after a year-long battle 
with leukemia.  He was 
born November 13, 1949, 
in Brownsville, Texas.
 He is preceded in death 
by father Carlos Santiago 
Sr, mother Nazaria San-
tiago and brothers Di-
ego Santiago and Roman 
Santiago.  He is survived 
by his loving wife of 40 
years, Esperanza; daugh-
ters , Melissa Castillo and 
husband Chris, Melinda 
Santiago, Carla Santiago 
and fi ancé Michael Nevills 
and baby Nevills; sisters, 
Ofelia Flores, Herlinda 
Perez, Dolores Dimsdle, 
Nazaria Santiago, Ernes-
tina Rodriguez and Esmer-
alda Cortez.
 The funeral service was 
held on Monday, Feb. 16, 
2009, at St. Luke’s Cath-

Support our 
advertisers!

For Sale: Hair Salon

Ellington/ Clear Lake 
Area

281-481-5655
409-739-6752

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all
your wedding needs:

Invitations • Reception Cards

Response Cards • Thank You Notes

Matchbooks • Scrolls • Napkins

11555 Beamer
281-484-4337
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GARNER VISION CENTER
Family Owned & Operated

“We Specialize in Old-fashioned Service”

     

      
 
  

Dr. B.J. Garner
Therapeutic Optometrist

Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

Laura Garner, 
Registered Optician

Christina Huynh, 
Optometry Tech

Melinda McClure, 
Optometry Tech

• Laser Surgery   
 Consultations

• Treatment of
    Eye Diseases

– Serving the South Belt Area for 32 Years –
11408 Hughes Rd.     281-484-2020

• Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear

South Belt-Ellington Leader
Leader Reader Ads
25 Words $8 for 1 week
or 25 Words for 3 Weeks $21
no changes, no refunds.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX 77089

After Hours: Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

45 MINUTES A WEEK CAN
CHANGE YOUR LIFE

Weigh-in begins 30 minutes prior to meeting time.
A free meeting visit is available year-round. The Free meeting does not include Program materials. If you decide to join, you will get the fi rst 
week’s Program materials and pay the fees then in effect to join. Available in participating areas only. ©2008 Weight Watchers International, Inc., 
owner of the Weight Watchers registered trademark. All rights reserved.

1 800 379-5757
WeightWatchers.com

Just 45 minutes a week at a Weight Watchers meeting can 
change your perspective, your wardrobe and your relationship 
with food. It’s the change that leads to more change. And that 

can mean never having to diet again.

Check out a Meeting for FREE*
Come See What All The Excitement Is About At

Houston Weight Watchers!
Saint Francis Cabrini Catholic Church offers Spanish & English Meetings

10727 Hartsook Street, Houston, TX 77034

Meeting Schedule:
~ ESPAÑOL el lunes 6 de la REUNIÓN 6:30pm

Tuesday: 6:30pm
Wednesday 12:00pm

Thursday 5:00pm, 6:30pm
Friday 9:00am

Saturday 7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am

Park Manor of South Belt

Clinical Services Covering:
◆ Skilled Nursing ◆ Long Term Care 

◆ Rehabilitation and much more.

11902 Resource Parkway
(near Memorial Hermann SE Hospital)

281-922-6802 • Fax: 281-922-6804

Teaching Opportunities in
Pasadena ISD

The Pasadena ISD Alternative Certification 
Program is offering Career Choice Seminars for 
anyone interested in becoming a teacher. Potential 
candidates must possess a bachelor’s degree or 
above by May 2009, and must have an overall 
GPA of 2.5 on the 4.0 system in ALL semester 
hours attempted or a 2.7 GPA in the last 60 hours 
attempted. The application deadline for the 2009-
2010 academic year is May 15, 2009.

The seminars will provide an opportunity to learn 
detailed information about the program and the 
areas of certification offered. Seminar dates and 
times are as follow:

Seminar Time and Dates
Saturday, Feb. 28, 2009 at 10 a.m.
Saturday, Mar. 28, 2009 at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Apr. 8, 2009 at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Apr. 21, 2009 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 2, 2009 at 10 a.m.

         
All seminars will be conducted at the Pasadena 
ISD Administration Building, located at 1515 
Cherrybrook Lane in Pasadena, Texas 77502.

For more information, please call:
713-740-0029

www.pasadenaisd.org/atcp

Braces With
No Down Payment!

Affordable Payments

Adults & Children
Welcome

Insurances 
Accepted

Dr. Richard C. Ressling, DDS
12040 Beamer Road, Suite B

281-484-9920

New Smiles
Change Lives

Serving the South Belt Community

for over 30 years

 Jessup Elementary recent-
ly released its honor and merit 
rolls for the second nine-
weeks grading period. 
 Students earning status are 
as follows:

First grade
Honor roll

 Erika Acosta, Angel Agui-
lera, Isayah Alderete, Trenese 
Allen, Catherine Anderson, 
Genesis Araujo, Jesus Azanza, 
Jarline Banda, Jazlyn Brown, 
Gisselle Castaneda, Isabel 
Cordova, Alazae Duron and 
Melanie Estrada.
 Laura Flores, Abraham 
Flores, Jaime Frias, Kayley 
Garcia, Kevin Garrick, Abra-
ham Gonzalez, Luis Hurtado, 
Saul Jasso, Mariah Mancillas, 
Arianna McDonald, Jared 
Morgan and Ay’nia Mu’min.
 Sebastian Peña, Christian 
Perez, Richelle Robins, Kiara 
Romero, Jesus Rosales, Alicia 
Salas, Juan Sanchez, William 
Sifuentes, Ruben Solis, Bere-
nice Soto, Talaura Stoker and 
Javonda West.

Merit roll
 Eduardo Chavarria, Joan 
Fuentes, Jessica Garfias, Lit-
zy Garza, Ashtyn James, Jalen 
Jones, Sonia Morales, Jocelyn 
Ontiveros, Yanely Perez, Ken-
dall Robinson, Elisa Rodrig-
uez, Elizabeth Rodriguez, 

Jessup announces second 
nine-weeks honor, merit rolls

Keyveon Thompson, Matthew 
Trujillo, Lizbeth Velasquez 
and Danna Yebra.

Second grade
Honor roll

 Ruben Calderon, Kaitlin 
Flores, Jada Francis, Melissa 
Gallegos, Lucely Garcia, 
Lizeth Gomez, Ashley Gon-
zalez, Able Harris, Griselda 
Hernandez, Angel Martinez, 
Johnathan Navarro, Maria 
Padilla and Ishika Patel.
 Julio Perez, Sydney Peter, 
Fredy Quiroz, Miguel Quiroz-
Hernandez, Valeria Ramos, 
George Rebolloso, Kayla 
Rhodes, Sebastian Rodriguez, 
Sarai Rosales, Christian Sal-
divar, Isaiah Wallace and 
Skylour Winakur.

Merit roll
 Monserrat Calvillo, Kyan-
na Deleon, Christian Garcia, 
Emily Lozano, Kyarah Macon, 
Christian Picon, Chloe Rod-
riguez, Steven Short and 
Julian Villareal.

Third grade
Honor roll

 Jasmine Carrera, Olivia 
Chisolm, Mason Douglas, 
Andrea Garcia, Mahogany 
Green, Noeisaac Hernandez, 
Andrea Hurtado and Kimberli 
Izaguirre.
 Amy Perez, Victoria Rios, 
Alexandria Rodriguez, Vanes-

sa Sauceda, Ariel Tellez, 
Mahylin Villatoro and Na- 
tasha Walters.

Merit roll
 Francisco Acosta, Ovidio 
Alvarado, Abraham Badillo, 
Evelyn Chun, Reace Davis, 
Brandon Espinosa, Ricky 
Guzman, Corvin Hearne, Ash-
ly Jimenez and Roger Lara.
 Abril Leal, Elton Lollis, 
Amanda Maldonado, Alison 
McPerson, Alize Moya, Am- 
ber Nguyen, Jose Ontiveros, 
Marcos Soto, Ofelia Torres 
and Aaron Wynn.

Fourth grade
Honor roll

 Denisse Alaniz, Jamie 
Antimo, Fernanda Arredondo, 
Kevin Bariya, Alexa De La 
Garza, Gissell Flores, Kim-
berly Gamboa, Emily Gamino, 
Kanesha Lollis and Rebecca 
Miller.
 Jannet Montoya, Amber 
Morales, Raquel Moreno, 
Erick Olazaba, Ascencion 
Ramirez, Fausto Ramirez, 
Adrian Ramirez and Jailene 
Sanchez.

Merit roll
 Katia Avalosromero, Gis-
sell Cabrera, Lauren Escobar, 
Samuel Espinoza, Leslie 
Marquina, Esmeralda Mayor-
ga, Dario Nieves and Vanessa 
Perez.

 Burnett Elementary recent-
ly announced its honor and 
merit rolls for the second 
nine-weeks grading period. 
Students named are as fol-
lows:

First grade
Honor roll

 Dominic Caballero, Jolany 
Chevez, Courtney Chung, 
Xzaveon Cofield, Erik Cubos, 
Enoc Curiel, Jaquory Davis, 
Lauren Deramus, Angelina 
Dong and Nancy Flores.
 Valentin Franco, Andrew 
Garcia, Seth Gonzalez, Bryan 
Hernandez, Clarissa Hernan-
dez, James Hingle, Valerie 
Lara, Milow Lozano, Jacque-
line Martinez and Ashly 
Mathew.
 Emily Mauro, Randy 
Mays, Karina Medina, Martin 
Nandin, Stacia Perales, Sirena 
Rodriguez, Alex Rosalez, 
Aliyah Salas, Justin Silva, 
Amy Tieu and Jaslynn Varela.

Merit roll
 Colbie Bourlier, Javen 

Burnett releases 2nd 
9-weeks honor, merit rolls

Davis, Quang Do, Jaydon 
Garcia, Daniel Garza, Amy 
Medina, Christian Medina, 
Paola Mellado, Carolina 
Rocha, Ashley Rodriguez and 
Cameron Serenil.

Second grade
Honor roll

 Omar Chapa, Danny Chu, 
Yessica Cruz, Ann Garcia, 
Benito Garcia, Katherine Mar-
tinez, Esteven Mata, Joshua 
Phan-Coy, Christopher Rolon, 
Giovani Solis, Ariana Toran, 
John Velarde and Marco 
Velazquez.

Merit roll
 Marlene Balderas, Alan 
Contreras, Matthew Crump, 
Stephanie Herrera, Lauren 
Schwausch, Emily Solis, 
Arlene Vega and Alejandro 
Villanueva.

Third grade
Honor roll

 Hector Arreola, Natalie 
Aviles, Britney Castaneda, 
Alan Escuadra, Jacquelyne 
Garcia, Alejandro Gonzalez, 

Michelle Gonzalez, Brendon 
Griffin and Jasmine Jimenez.
 Tommy Nguyen, Maria 
Pedroza, Caitlin Pineda, Ri- 
cardo Ramos, Jackelyn Ren-
don, Leslie Rodriguez, Bryon 
Schwausch, Jacob Stokes, 
Kathia Tamez and Vnam Tran.

Merit roll
 Tyra Adams, Feliciana 
Cortez, Joseph Flores and 
Christian Hernandez.

Fourth grade
Honor roll

 Jennifer Amaya, Saul Are-
nas, Allison Bravo, Jennifer 
Cantarero, Esai Castro, Jay 
Do, Janneth Flores, Karen 
Flores, Joshua Gonzalez, 
Preston Kelley, Andrea Lopez, 
Anthony Meza, Lani Rico, 
Cassandra Rojas, Emely Sara-
via and Jorge Vasquez.

Merit roll
 Enrique Acevedo, Trey 
Bell, Shawn Bennett, Victoria 
Flores, Liliana Guevara, Vale-
ria Lomas, Zyan Russell, Eric 
Sahagun and Corina Tamez.

 The Bay Area Singles 
Club monthly dance will be 
held Saturday, Feb. 21, from 
7 to 11 p.m. at the VFW 
Lodge in Bacliff on FM 646, 
one-quarter mile west of 
Highway 146.
 Bring party snacks to 
share. Cost is $6 for members 
and $8 for nonmembers.
 For information, call 409-
948-1156 or 281-484-4762.

Singles 
dance 
Feb. 21

Beverly Hills Intermediate recently held its annu-
al spelling bee. Pictured are spelling bee cham-
pion Maria Ferreira  (left) and runner-up Sidra 
Naqvi. Ferreira will represent BHI at the district 
spelling bee on Feb. 23.

BHI winners named January Bears of the Month

The following students were chosen as Bears of the 
Month at Beverly Hills Intermediate for January. 
These students were chosen by their team of teach-
ers for being positive role models, working hard in 
class, and having a good attitude. Pictured are, left 
to right, (front row) Christopher McAllister, Han-

nah Brown, Bianca Valerio, Mohamad Mohamad, 
(back row) Clyde Blackwell, Tori Bracey, Autumn 
Johnson, Jorge Rivera, Maria Canales and Anthony 
McBride. Not pictured are Brooke Carswell and 
Chris Morgan.

Photo submitted

 To streamline preparation 
for college, San Jacinto 
College will host College 
Goal Sunday, a free financial 
aid workshop for college-
bound high school students 
and their parents.
 The event will take place 
in the interactive learning 
center at each of the three 
San Jacinto College campus-
es on Sunday, Feb. 22, from 2 
to 4 p.m.
 The Central campus is 
located at 8060 Spencer 
Highway in Pasadena.
 The South campus is 
located at 13735 Beamer 
Road in the South Belt area.
 The college’s north cam-
pus is at 5800 Uvalde Road 
in the North Channel area.
 San Jac financial aid rep-
resentatives will be on hand 

SJC hosts free financial aid workshops
to help participants learn 
more about scholarships, 
loans and other forms of 
financial assistance and to 
provide help in filling out 
necessary forms.
 “We urge all participants 
to bring a copy of key finan-

cial documents, including 
their 2008 federal income tax 
documents,” commented 
Robert Merino, San Jacinto 
College’s financial aid ser-
vices director. “Our staff 
members will help students 
and their parents to complete 

 AARP Chapter 199 meets 
Friday, Feb. 20, at 10 a.m.
 Tony Heuermann, a certi-
fied senior advisor and estate 
planner, will present a pro-
gram geared toward seniors 
but beneficial to everyone. 
This program will include an 
overview of today's market 

Bay Area group

AARP to meet

Local in High School Musical

San Jacinto College Central’s department of theater and film will present 
Disney’s High School Musical in the Slocomb Auditorium, located on Central 
campus at 8060 Spencer Highway in Pasadena. Pictured are Terry Jones as Troy 
Bolton (left), Suzelle Palacios as Gabriella Montez (center) and Jackie Brothers 
of the South Belt-Ellington area as Sharpay (right). The public performances 
will be Feb. 20, 21, 27 and 28, at 7:30 p.m. General admission is $15, with a dis-
counted price of $13 for tickets purchased and picked up two days in advance of 
a show. To purchase tickets, visit the box office in the Jerry Powell Arena Theatre 
on the Central campus, Monday through Friday from 1:30 to 5 p.m. For more 
information or to make reservations, call 281-476-1828. 

the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid at no 
charge on the spot.” The 
FAFSA is the only financial 
aid application accepted by 
the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation.
 The free workshops are 
part of a nationwide program 
in which Texas colleges 
began participating last year. 
The workshops bring togeth-
er students and financial aid 
professionals with the tools 
needed to apply for money 
for college. Students who 
want to attend College Goal 
Sunday can preregister online 
at https://financialaid.tamu.
edu/cgs/ for a chance to win a 
free iPod.
 For information about San 
Jac, call 281-998-6150 or 
visit www.sanjac.edu.

conditions as well as wealth 
strategies and asset preserva-
tion. A question-and-answer 
session will follow.
 The public is welcome to 
attend this free program at 
The Bay Area Community 
Center, 5002 E. NASA Park-
way in Seabrook.



No matter what brings you to San Marcos, we’ve got a great 
getaway package that’s perfect for you. Enjoy a romantic 
getaway with someone special, relax and rejuvenate with 
a spa weekend, or take advantage of our shopping package 
and visit the nearby Tanger & Prime outlet centers. Plus, you’ll 

always enjoy a spacious two-room suite, outdoor pool, Evening Manager’s 
Reception*, Complimentary Cooked-to-Order Breakfast and so much more. 

Call 512-393-6450  
for reservations, or visit  
www.sanmarcos.embassysuites.com  
packages for all of our  
affordable getaways.

$149
Packages 
Starting at

Another exceptional hotel by John Q. Hammons
*Subject to state and local laws. Must be of legal drinking age. Hilton HHonors membership, earning of Points & Miles,®and redemption 

of points are subject to HHonors Terms and Conditions. Packages subject to availability. ©2008 Hilton Hotels Corporation

San Marcos Hotel, Spa & Conference Center

1001 McCarty Lane, San Marcos, TX 78666

512-392-6450

30 years ago (1979)
  A Sagemont woman 
escaped serious injury when 
the automobile in which she 
was riding crashed through a 
barricade at the end of Sage-
park. The male driver was 
apparently uninjured.
 Football player Edward 
O’Brian, Dobie High’s top 
running back, signed a letter 
of intent with Southern Meth-
odist University.

25 years ago (1984)
  Tornadoes left a path of 
destruction through the South 
Belt area.
 Work on the concrete 
sloping on the Beamer Road 
ditch had area residents be-
wildered. Demolition of the 
concrete was apparently stan-
dard procedure when ready-
ing the surface for bonding to 
an adjacent surface.
 Carol Fielder was elected 
to a three-year term on the 
Sagemont Maintenance Com-
mittee in an annual election.

20 years ago (1989)
  Ralph Lowe, former may-
or of Friendswood and presi-
dent of Dixie Oil Processing, 
refused participation in nego-
tiations for a consent decree 
as a Potentially Responsible 
Party with the Environmental 

Protection Agency, citing 
inaccuracies in three docu-
ments and a refusal to hold 
open negotiations.
 An alert neighbor’s call to 
police averted a successful 
burglary in South Bridge, and 
a photograph of one suspect 
with a topless dancer linked 
the young man to the alleged 
getaway car.

15 years ago (1994)
  Houston police were in-
vestigating a drive-by shoot-
ing in the 10100 block of 
Kirkdale, just blocks away 
from a similar shooting the 
previous month.
 Clear Brook High School 
senior Cynthia Chi was 
named the school’s only 
finalist in the National Merit 
Scholarship Program.

10 years ago (1999)
  City-contracted crews cut 
phone lines to approximately 
900 residents and businesses 
while working on sewer lines 
on the Beltway 8 feeder 
road. 
 The first South Belt-
Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce law enforcement 
appreciation luncheon was 
held.

5 years ago (2004)
  City of Houston crew 

Remember When
members inadvertently rup-
tured a natural gas line while 
trying to dig up a sewer pipe 
in the back yard of a home on 
Kirkglen. Four homes had to 
be evacuated because of the 
accident.
 It was announced that as 
of early September, Conti-
nental Express would no lon-
ger offer its free shuttle ser-
vice between Ellington Field 
and Bush Intercontinental 
Airport.
 Daniel Scholwinski, 20, 
was arrested by deputies from 
Constable Gary Freeman’s 
office and taken to the Harris 
County jail. Scholwinski was 
charged with burglarizing at 
least three cars in the 11400 
block of Brookmeadow.
 Maria D. Banda, 41, was 
shot in the right eye while in 
the bedroom of her home in 
the 12000 block of Palm 
Springs. Houston Police De- 
partment Homicide Division 
investigators questioned ever-
yone in the home; however, 
because of conflicting sto-
ries, no one could be charged 
with shooting Banda.

1 year ago (2008)
  A man was killed in an 
automobile accident when 
his car struck the back of 
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Over The Back Fence by Jan

MELILLO HONOR STUDENTS NAMED
 Congratulations are sent to Melillo Middle 
School fifth-graders Mateo Rivera and Lorenz 
Walker for making the honor roll at the school. 
Their names were accidently left off the list in 
the Feb. 12 edition of the South Belt-Ellington 
Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays Feb. 19 through Feb. 25.

Atkinson Elementary
 On Feb. 21, a birthday wish is sent to 
Wanda Soto.

Burnett Elementary
 The day for a birthday party for Frances 
Rivera is Feb. 24.

Frazier Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Lety 
Cardenas Feb. 22.

Jessup Elementary
 Goya Mamud has a birthday Feb. 19. A 
double birthday  is held for Lisa Catalan and 
Anahid Tapia Feb. 20. On Feb. 21, William 
S. Pape marks a birthday. Rugero Taboada 
celebrates a birthday Feb. 23. Sharing a birth-
day Feb. 25 are Jennifer Byrne and Karen 
Sirles.

Melillo Middle School
 Blow out the birthday candles for Norma De 
La Rosa Feb. 21. On Feb. 25, Rosa Salinas 
enjoys a birthday.

Morris Middle School
 Shuntel Gray is wished a happy birthday 

Feb. 22.
Beverly Hills Intermediate

 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent 
to Esthela Cortes Feb. 19. Three cheers for 
a happy birthday are sent to Joseph Fee, 
Angelika Mishra and Quan Nguyen on Feb. 
23. Sharing a birthday Feb. 25 are Michael 
Arroyo and Gary Warner.

Thompson Intermediate
 The day for a birthday party for Yolanda 
Grant is Feb. 19. On Feb. 24, Carol Thacker 
and Stephanie Rossi celebrate a double-
birthday. John Fowler marks a birthday Feb. 
25.

Dobie High
 Birthday greetings are sent to Deborah 
James Feb. 19. Dendy Farrar and Eleuteria 
Reyes share a birthday Feb. 20. The day for 
a birthday cake for Paul Kelly and Robert 
Waloven is Feb. 21. On Feb. 22, Craig 
Sanders celebrates a birthday. Wendy 
Gilbreath, Donna Hawkins and Tamalar 
Whiting are sent triple birthday wishes Feb. 
24. On Feb. 25, Kha Nguyen enjoys a birth-
day.

LAUREATE PSI CHAPTER MEETS
 Laureate Psi Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi 
held its February meeting in the home of 
Sherrie Cox with Barbara Jennings as co-
hostess. Cox was honored as the chapter’s 
sweetheart and the program Rekindle the 
Torch of Friendship with Disney was given 
by Cox. It was decided the March social 
was to be an outing to Old Town Spring, and 

GULF POINTE 30
I-45 South & Beltway 8
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A.M.Cinema - All seats $5, Digital 3D $7, IMAX $8,
before noon on Fri., Sat., Sun., & holidays - denoted by ( )

AMC Select - Special films for select tastes.

F - Closed Captioning   ·  J - Descriptive Video Service
-SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT No passes or  d iscount  coupon

Advanced Ticketing at amctheatres.com or (281) 319-4AMC

               Best Friends 
                Boutique
    Pets need Love-
       Bring yours in
          for some
       special TLC.

  Same Location 24 Years 

Hughes at Beltway 8
 281-484-9655

www.jscfcu.org
281.488.7070   800.940.0708

We do business in accordance with Federal Fair Lending Laws.

*Annual Percentage Rate, rate subject to change without notice.  
Please see a Credit Union employee for more information.

JSC Federal Credit Union

  Free Checking Accounts
  Savings/Investment Accounts
  Money Market Accounts
  Free Online Banking & Bill Pay
  32,000 Surcharge Free ATMs
  Special Club Accounts
  Home Equity Loans
  24/7 Account Access

 Clear Lake  League City  Ellington  Friendswood  Galveston 
Texas Avenue  Mainland  Park Place  Bay Colony  Pearland 

Seabrook  League City West  Monument  Deer Park  La Porte

Enjoy These Benefits:

Our New & Used Auto Loan Rates Are 
Something To CHEER About!

4.40% APR*
as low as  

another vehicle while west-
bound on Beltway 8. Navid 
Seynafipour, 42, was near the 
entrance ramp to the beltway 
just west of Beamer when he 
rear-ended a trailer attached 
to another vehicle. His car 
then rolled over before com-
ing to a stop.
 The Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District’s 
School Boundary Advisory 
Committee announced it 
had revised its recommenda-
tions regarding the transfer 
of Weber Elementary stu-
dents. The group had ini-
tially suggested students who 
resided in the Ashley Pointe 
and College Place subdivi-
sions switch to Wedgewood 
Elementary. Revised plans 
called for students who 
reside in Ashley Pointe to 
remain at Weber, while stu-
dents who reside in College 
Place were to attend North 
Pointe Elementary.
 Early voting for the prima-
ry elections began in Harris 
County, and voters showed 
up in record numbers. On the 
first day to cast an early vote, 
9,233 people voted in the 
Democratic primary, while 
2,914 people voted in the 
Republican primary.

After Breast Surgery & Regular Bras
Caring Fitters Trained & Certified to Help Take 

Care of All Your After Breast Surgery Needs.

YOUR PRIVACY IS ASSURED!   
You owe it to yourself to try Jodee Bras.

JODEE BRAS & FORMS 
FOR ALL  YOUR NEEDS

RATED #1 IN CONSUMER SATISFACTION

  BECKY’S
        (formerly Becky’s Beauty Supply)
      281 332-6407 • 125 E. Galveston 
                 Near 518 & Hwy 3

See The New 

Contemporary 

“Unforgettable” 
Bra.

Child Care & Learning Center
Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future

Monday - Friday 6 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
6 wks - 23 mos.                   $110 a week
2 yrs. old                             $100 a week
3 yrs. old & up                     $ 90 a week

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, Dance, Library & Computer Room
Ms. Janet’s is providing pick-up service from WEBER & 

PASADENA SCHOOLS, including Morris 5th Grade Center
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER CALL
281-484-2376            281-464-2366

 11590 HUGHES RD. @ BW8   12490 SCARSDALE BLVD.

FREE REGISTRATION - GOOD THRU MAR. 5
NEW ENROLLMENTS ONLY

Founder’s Day plans were made for Brady’s 
Landing on April 25.

CASTROS HOLD SUPER BOWL BASH
 South Belt area resident Bennie Castro 
combined an extended Super Bowl XXIII 
party with an eight-ball pool tournament on 
Saturday and Sunday during this year’s Super 
Bowl weekend. The dual celebration was initi-
ated as a tribute to the life of Bennie’s father, 
Justin Castro, who began his life’s journey 
in 1932 and passed away 12-9-98. There 
were 24 men of all ages who entered the 
tournament and took turns at the pool table, 
which was situated within view of the wet bar 
and big-screen TV. The winner of the tourna-
ment was Steve Flores, who captured the 
first-place trophy and $100 cash. Specially-
designed Super Bowl T-shirts were made 
available in addition to the extravagant gifts 
that were passed out as door prizes. Swells 
of reoccuring joy and laughter filled Bennie’s 
residence while the good feelings provided a 
soothing sort of nourishment for the hearts 
and souls of all who attended. Bennie, his 
wife Lisa, and their adult daughters, Jennifer 
and Amanda, were gracious while hosting the 
event for 62 friends and relatives.

Written by M.T. Lobelia
LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

 E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, con-
gratulations, etc., to mynews@southbeltlead 
er.com with OTBF in the subject line. Items 
must be submitted by Friday noon for the next 
week’s publication.

   P
Full charge bookkeeping with over
25 Years Experience in A/P, A/R, G/L

Company Payroll Compliance,
Year End Tie-Out for Tax Preparation.
Services including TEC Political Reporting.

Experience in a wide variety of Professions.
Toni Nelson

713-906-7391

rofessional
Account ing

Feb. 26, 27, & 28
 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

INSIDE THE GARDENS
BEAMER @ HUGHES

•Lots of furniture
(Offi ce & House)

• Small Appliances
• Knickknacks

• Dishes
• Exercise Equipment

AND MUCH MORE!

TX Hair 
Fashion

$24.9510859 Kirkfair Dr. 
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9055

Under New
Management

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmers.com

 Moore Elementary recent-
ly released its honor and merit 
rolls for the second nine-
weeks grading period. 
 Students named are as fol-
lows:

First grade
Honor roll

 Eduardo Benavides, 
Benjamin Christen, Nicolas 
Cook, Tammy Dang, Aubrey 
Davis, Eli Donaho, Daniella 
Florez, Nayeli Garibay, 
Matthew Ghansyam, Jaylen 
Gonzalez, Vivian Gonzalez, 
Alejandra Gracias, Alina 
Herazo, Christian Hernandez 
and Laila Hernandez.
 Abigail Hogan, Faith 
Johnson, Nghia Lam, Jessica 
Le, Elaine Lien, Sara Lopez, 
Mark Martinez, Gisel Mena, 
Daisy Nguyen, Jennifer 
Nguyen, Kenneth Nguyen, 
Madyson Nguyen, Evamaria 
Perla, Joshua Ramirez, Gracie 
Roessler and Jackson Ruiz.

Moore releases 2nd 9-weeks honor, merit rolls
 Julian Sanchez, Casey 
Smith, Felicity Soto, Matthew 
Springer, Brea Tobin, Alex-
ander Tran, Benjamin Tran, 
Jordan Tran, Savannah Tran, 
Trinity Tran, Son Truong, 
Amaode Uchendu and Mikey 
Verizzi.

Merit roll
 Rida Asif, Joshua Bickers, 
Rebecca Byers, Samantha 
Carter, David Cherry, Olga 
Cisneros, Gabriela Dorantes, 
Carson Fletcher, Garrett 
Headrick, Jacob Le and Maxi-
miliano Montes.
 Carson Morales, Jacquelin 
Perez, Isabelle Rodriguez, 
Cecilia Salinas, Samantha 
Schroder, William Schroder, 
Michael Smith, Cameron 
Tobias and Ashley Tsikis.

Second grade
Honor roll

 Holly Baker, Rabeeah 
Bhatty, Daniel Caceres, 
Hannah Christen, Matthew 

Dawkins, Rubin Flores, Jaz-
mine Garcia, Alysa Gonzalez, 
Karen Green and Daniel 
Hernandez.
 Sofia Hernandez, Juliana 
Hickman, Trevor Hondros, 
Melody Le, Madison Mendi-
ola, Jacob Montoya, Aaron 
Nguyen, Andy Nguyen, 
Emily Nguyen, Michelle 
Nguyen and Anosacha Peete-
Meyers.
 Jayveon Peoples, William 
Pettis, Taylor Pleasants, 
Kareem Salomon, Neema 
Shafaei, Olivia Simmons, 
Betzabe Solis, Thomas Torres, 
Sydney Tran and Taylor Tran.

Merit roll
 Aliza Alfaro, Gerardo 
Benavides, Sean Dempsey, 
Katelyn Dugan, Alec Johnson, 
Randy Nguyen, Gabriel 
Sanchez, Karina Santos-
Lanuza and Lance Tanner.

Third grade
Honor roll

 Tryston Anderson, Garrett 
Barrientos, Nicholas Barrien-
tos, Hillary Bazaldua, Lauren 
Burleigh, Karissa Cook, Alex 
Estala, Bryce Feagin, Alice 
Ho, David Hoang, Chelsey 
Holman and Carolyn Huerta.
 Naureen Islam, Elizabeth 
Jasso, Lily Kieu, Hannah 
Klugh, Vina Le, Kevin Ly, 
Chris Marshall, Katherine 
Montes, Melody Perry, 
Jasmine Pham, Ngoc Phan 
and Rosa Phan.
 Jenna Rodriguez, Brianna 
Rodriguez-Hernandez, Domi-
nique Sanchez, Madison 
Tobias, Hy Tran, Patrick Tran, 
Vivian Tran, Ann Truong and 
Pablo Tufino.

Merit roll
 Diana Adame, Thomas 
Aleman, Nathan Bennett, 
Shannon Bickers, My Linh 
Bui, Jaizac Garcia, Jacob 
Gossett, Ana Gracia, Maria 
Hernandez, Isaac Kamatz-

Santos and Frankie Lopez.
 Savana Mata, Rachel 
Mondragon, Erica Morales, 
Kaitlyn Moreno, Bailey Anne 
Mullen, Andrew Nguyen, 
Kyrah Prince, Ana Rodriguez 
and Jazmin Rodriguez.
 Krystan Rodriguez, Leslie 
Rodriguez-Rangel, Jose Sala-
zar, Gavin Valvenada, Cindy 
Vuong, Haley Williams, 
Tannor Willis, Monica Zabala 
and Aleena Zaid.

Fourth grade
Honor roll

 Annie Chau, Alvin Deveza, 
America Eguia, Steven Ly, 
Oren Moreno, Adam Padillo, 
Raul Perez, Genaro Salinas, 
Kevin Gartner, Devin San-
chez, Michael Slaten, Sara 
Sultan, Andrew Tran and 
Adrian Velasquez.

Merit roll
 Julio Vela, Marissa Krust-
chinsky, Matthew Morris, 
Taylor Nguyen, Kaylan 
Salinas, Torrey Tapper, Quyen 
Nguyen, Alayn Cano, Sean 
Bayne and Michelle Kristoff.

Burnett Elementary recently held its annual spell-
ing bee where third- and fourth-grade students 
competed for the right to be named Burnett’s 
Spelling Bee Champion. Preston Kelly, a student 
in Debbie Ramm’s fourth-grade classroom, was 
victorious and earned the right to compete at the 

Kelley named spelling bee champion

District Elementary Spelling Bee. Shown are, left 
to right, (front row) Cynthia Henderson, prin-
cipal; Kelley; Ramm; (back row) Lanelle Deem, 
grandmother; Bobby Deem, grandfather; Darla 
Kelley, mother; and Mike Kelley, father.

Photo submitted

 University of Houston-Clear Lake’s Film & Speaker Series 
will present Quantum of Solace Saturday, Feb. 21, at 7 p.m., 
and Sunday, Feb. 22, at 3 p.m., in the Student Services 
Building Lecture Hall as the spring film series continues.
 Professor of Humanities John Gorman will share his 
thoughts about themes present in the film with the audience 
after the Saturday screening.
 Tickets are $3.75 per person. For more information, call 
281-283-2560 or e-mail movies@uhcl.edu.

Movie fans invited to Bond 
showing Feb. 21, 22

 CLASP’s Visions in Our Midst Speaker Series continues 
on Thursday, Feb. 19, from 5:30 to 7 p.m., in the University 
of Houston-Clear Lake’s Bayou Building, Forest Room.
 UHCL Professor of Management Louis White will dis-
cuss Taiwan and the International Education Experience. 
Admission is free and open to the public.
 For more information, call 281-283-2021 or visit www.
uhcl.edu/clasp.

CLASP Speaker Series
continues at UHCL

Lions Club meets Feb. 24
  The Houston Space City Lions Club will meet 
Tuesday, Feb. 24, at 7 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 12500 
Gulf Freeway.
 For more information, call George Malone at 281-
438-7243.

Lost in this area!
Tiny Yorkshire Terrier

!!!REWARD!!!
Black & Tan, Male Short Legs & 

Short Tail. DO NOT CHASE!

281-728-8040281-728-8040
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Contemporary Worship  9:45 a.m.
 Sunday School  9:45 & 11 a.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

 The Catholic Community of
                    ST.LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Thomas Puthusseril, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6:30 p.m. Saturday 4:15 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816    Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, 
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, 
widowed.

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTIST

 ✰ No Down Payment 
  with Verified Insurance

 ✰ Payment Plan Available

 ✰ Insurance Assignment 
  Accepted

 ✰ No Referral Needed

 ✰ Video Game Room

 ✰ Quality and Caring Office

 ✰ Certified Specialist

Member American Association of  Orthodontists

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer

ANCHOR BOX

CHEAP PRICES      NO MINIMUM PICK-UP

 MOVING BOXES
 SHIPPING BOXES
 BAGS BUBBLES
 PACKAGING SUPPLIES

CLICK, CALL OR VISIT - ANCHORBOX.COM

1 1 0 4 3  -  C  F U Q U A
NEAR GULF FRWY.

IN RANDALL’S CENTER, 1/2 BLK. WEST OF I-45

   OPEN
MON-SAT 713-947-1500

ANCHOR BOX

WANTED
10 HOMEOWNERS WHO WANT 

TO ELIMINATE PAINTING
FOREVER!! 

A MAINTENANCE FREE HOME EXTERIOR CAN BE 
YOURS IF YOU ARE ONE OF THE FIRST 10 HOME 
OWNERS TO CONTRACT AT FACTORY DIRECT PRIC-
ES FOR THE MOST ADVANCED EXTERIOR WALL 
COVERING BY ALCOA; A NAME YOU CAN TRUST!! 
ACT NOW AND BE THE ENVY OF YOUR NEIGH-
BORHOOD. ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED.

ACT NOW BY CALLING TODAY
281-338-1999

COASTAL EXTERIORS

Trash alternates 
trees, junk waste
  The City of Houston 
has resumed its alternating 
monthly heavy trash pick-
ups of “junk waste” and 
“tree waste.”
 The program was put on 
hold following Hurricane 
Ike so city workers could 
focus on picking up storm 
debris.
 Junk waste is defi ned 
as items such as furniture, 
appliances and other bulky 
material. Junk waste may 
not be placed for collection 
during a tree waste month.
 Tree waste is defi ned as 
clean wood waste such as 
tree limbs, branches and 
stumps (lumber, furniture, 
and treated wood will not 
be accepted).
 This new method of col-
lecting large waste comes 
with the benefi ts of divert-
ing materials that can be 
recycled from landfi lls, sav-
ing landfi ll space and tax 
dollars.
 Tree waste months are 
January, March, May, July, 
September, and November. 
Junk waste months are Feb-
ruary, April, June, August, 
October and December.
 Unlike with junk waste, 
tree waste is accepted dur-
ing junk-waste months. 

However, to ensure that tree  
waste is recycled, residents 
should hold tree waste ma-
terials until the next tree-
waste-designated month or 
bring it to a neighborhood 
depository.
 All heavy trash should be 
placed adjacent to the front 
curb in a location easily ac-
cessible to the collection 
vehicle between the hours 
of 6 p.m. the Friday before 
and 7 a.m. on the scheduled 
collection day.
 Materials should not be 
placed in the street, on the 
sidewalk, or other right-
of-way, or in any manner 
which would interfere with 
pedestrian or vehicular traf-
fi c.
 Pickup dates for most 
South Belt residents are 
either the third or fourth 
Thursday of each month. 
The pickup date for most 
residents living north of 
Beltway 8 is the third 
Thursday of every month. 
The pickup date for most 
residents living south of 
Beltway 8 is the fourth 
Thursday of every month. 
To verify pickup dates, resi-
dents should call 3-1-1 or 
visit www.houstontx.gov/
solidwaste/treewaste.html.

Chamber celebrates 25 years serving the South Belt
Continued from Page 1A
for newly opened area busi-
nesses and sell coupon books 
advertising its members.
 As time progressed, how-
ever, the group would focus 
more of its energy on work-
ing with local politicians to 
get needed work done in the 
community.
 Two of the fi rst projects 
the chamber was instrumen-
tal in was the widening of the 
Fuqua and Scarsdale over-
passes at the Gulf Freeway.
 Other early projects in-
cluded a beautifi cation effort 
involving planting trees in 
the community, working to 
get a post offi ce installed  at 
Holiday Foods on Scarsdale, 
hosting Christmas decorat-
ing contests and collecting 
and painting trash cans for 
the fi rst air show at Ellington 
Field.
 In 1987, the group held a 
Food Fest at Almeda Mall, 
which eventually led to the 
annual Night of Cuisine and 
Evening of Cuisine events.
 The following year, the 

Holly Renee Jattar, daughter of Jamey and David 
Jattar II, a 2006 graduate of J. Frank Dobie High 
School, has been accepted this fall to Texas 
Woman’s University School of Nursing. Jattar 
follows in the footsteps of her two aunts, retired 
U.S. Air Force Col. Debra Jattar and Sharon 
Grizzaffi, both of whom graduated from J. Frank 
Dobie High School and Texas Woman’s University 
School of Nursing.

Jattar graduates

ASP CONTRACT SERVICES, LLC
12075 Beamer Rd.

Located at the corner of Beamer & Hughes
(strip center with the Gardens)

• Medical Billing
• Collections • Coding

• Insurance Verification
• AR Management

• Marketing & Consulting

Specifi ed Areas - Hospitals, ASC’s, Physicians etc.
 WHY WAIT 45 DAYS TO COLLECT ON YOUR CASES 

WHEN THE PROCEDURE ONLY LASTED 60 MINUTES.

QUALIFIED STAFF OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OFFICE # 713 554-6300

34th ANNUAL

GEM, MINERAL
and

JEWELRY SHOW
FEB 21-22

Sat 10-6 Sun 10-5
Internet: http://www.hawkwindnovels.com/page2.html

PASADENA
CONVENTION CENTER

7902 Fairmont Parkway
FREE PARKING

Free Gem ID
$1.00 off Adult
ticket with ad

Kids & Scouts      FREE

Youth (12 to 18)    $1.00

Adult                   $5.00

Got Tax Problems?
We Are Your Solution!

No problem too big or small!

 Fast Refunds in as Little as 24 Hours Individual, Small Business, Corporate & Partnership Return
 Free Electronic Filing W/Paid Preparation  Bookkeeping & Accounting Including Payroll
 OPEN YEAR ROUND  Self-Prepared Returns OK
 

INCOME TAX SOLUTIONS

11406 Hughes Road 

(Beltway 8 & Hughes Road)

281-484-3050

www.1040.com/solutions

E-mail: ZRO_TAX@swbell.net

30% OFF
Preparation w/ad 

OVER 50 YEARS COMBINED TAX EXPERIENCE IN SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY & MILITARY FAMILIES WORLDWIDE SINCE 1994.

INCOME TAX SOLUTIONS

Has Moved To 11406 Hughes Road!
We’re Still Providing Our Clients

With Fast, Personal & Professional Service
             Authorized e-file Provider

         Mount Olive Lutheran         Mount Olive Lutheran
                          10310 Scarsdale Blvd.10310 Scarsdale Blvd.
                      281-922-5673                      281-922-5673

Pastor Randy W. Ledbetter
www.mountolivehouston.org

Services:                 8 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School:                       9:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class:                    9:30 a.m.

The Most Popular Cruise Line in the World!®

 281-922-4168   ~~  1-800-213-7266
All Inclusive Travel • Honeymoons • Mexico • Alaska
Disney World • Groups & Cruises • Fun Jet Vacations 

Cruise the Caribbean from Galveston

“To Believe or Not Believe”

What you believe controls the thoughts you 
have and the things you do. If your beliefs are 
askew, so is the rest of your life. This Sunday 

we will try and get things straight again!

Kirkwood South Christian Church
“Where God Makes Lives Better”

10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)
www.kscc-disciples.org

281-481-0004 or 713-444-0044
Services at

8:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Mellillo MS dedicated
Melillo Middle School was offi cially dedicated 
Tuesday, Feb. 10. Dr. Dixie Melillo (center) is shown 
to the left with the new school’s principal  Diane 
(Jewell) Wheeler and Pasadena Independent School 
District Superintendent Dr. Kirk Lewis. See related 
story on Page 1A.               Photo by Marie Flickinger    

chamber held its fi rst Inde-
pendence Day celebration 
and South Belt beauty pag-
eant. The group also endorsed 
the Brio Total Cleanup Task 
Force that year to aid in the 
removal of toxins from the 
now-infamous site.
 Prior to the annual South 
Belt Spectacular Cookoff, 
the chamber in 1988 held its 
fi rst Casino Night, aimed at 
raising money for the annual 
Fourth of July parade and 
fi reworks. 
 Due in part to changing 
demographics in the commu-
nity, the chamber has later fo-
cused much of its attention on 
education, promoting poten-
tial school board members, 
hosting school career days 
and offering scholarships.
  In 1991, the chamber host-
ed a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to honor the completion of 
roadwork extending Fuqua 
to Highway 3, a project in 
which it played an instrumen-
tal role.
 The chamber held its fi rst 
and only golf tournament in 

1992 at Golfcrest Country 
Club with 12 four-man teams 
participating.
 That same year, the group 
held its fi rst trade fair, aimed 
at networking local business-
es.
 After several delays, the 
chamber of commerce of-
fi cially broke ground on its 
current location at Scarsdale 
and Sagemeadow in April 
2003. The land for the facility 
was donated by Billy Burge 
of Ayrshire Group. Construc-
tion of the building was fi -
nanced by member donations 
and the sale of individual 
bricks, which were engraved 
with donors’ names.
 Now 25 years later, the 
group has come full circle, 
with Flickinger again serving 
as its president. Other past 
presidents include William 
L.H. Morgan (1986-87), Rudy 
Schubert (1987-88), Harley Jew-
ell (1988-89), William Jones 
(1989-90), Parker Williams 

(1990-91), Joe Armstrong 
(1991-92), Chris Clark (1992-
93, 1994-95 and 2003), Ralph 
Aulds (1993-94), Thomas 
Woodruff (1995-96), Donna 
Rizzo (1996-97), Dan Mar-
tin (1997-98), Jackie Wiess 
(1999), Terry Felton (2000), 
Johnny Carmona (2001), Jan-
nis Lowery (2002), George 
Valtasaros (2004, 2005 and 
2007) and Salomon Lahana 
(2006).
 A slide show prepared by 
current executive director 
Sally Mitchell documenting 
the chamber’s history will be 
shown at the anniversary din-
ner.
 Mitchell said the experi-
ence has given her a new-
found appreciation for the 
chamber’s accomplishments.
 “Preparing for this banquet 
has been very inspirational,” 
she said. “I have much more 
respect for the group than 
I previously did. I’m look-
ing forward to meeting the 

people I’ve been researching, 
and I’m looking forward to 
working for the organization 
for many years to come.”
 A mixer and reception will 
begin at 6:15 p.m. Dinner is 
at 7 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 281-481-5516.

South Belt

Graphics & Printing

One stop for all your printing needs

• Business Forms • Business Cards
• Custom Letterheads & Envelopes

• Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes
• Menus • Directories and much more!

11555 Beamer           281-484-4337

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all your 
printing needs

• Business Forms

• Custom Letterheads & Envelopes

• Business Cards

• Wedding Invitations

• Thank You Notes 

• Menus

• Directories and much more!

11555 Beamer 
281-484-4337
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OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE FOR LEASE
Beamer Prof. Center

13630 BEAMER    Across from San Jac College
800 to 9,000 Sq. Ft. – OFFICE & MEDICAL

Also: Pearland, League City,
Sagemont Center (Beamer @ Hughes)

 • Competitive Rates • Ample Parking
 • On Site Management • Excellent Location

281-484-1111

Free
    Rent

 Refl ections Medical Spa
... the medical spa of Southeast Houston!

FEBRUARY SPECIALS
• Purchase any Laser Hair Removal Package over $1,000 and receive

3 Genesis Treatments FREE ($1,050 value)

• Buy a package of 5 massages, receive 3 FREE ($210 Value)

• 15% off Chemical Peel Package

(281) 922-0772
We have temporarily relocated our spa to the

Professional Building at Southeast Memorial Hospital 

at 11914 Astoria Blvd., Suite 510.

Established by Drs. Mary Campbell-Fox, 
Amir Ghebranious and Scott Hung.

www.refl ections-medspa.com

Our medical spa offers a 
unique experience for 
its clients. The state-

of-the-art equipment, the warm, 
relaxing atmosphere, and the on-
site supervision by our medical 
doctors enhance the quality of 
service that we offer. Our goal is 
to provide superior results!

Cosmetic & Aesthetic Services:
Laser Hair Removal • Laser Vein Treatments • Titan
3D Rejuvenation • Micro Genesis • Laser Genesis

IPL (Intense Pulse Light) • Relaxing Massages
Microdermabrasion • Visia Skin Analysis

Dermal Fillers (Juvederm Ultra & Radiesse) • Botox
Facials • Chemical Peels

Skincare & Makeup:
Neocutis • Topix • SkinMedia • Cellex-C

Xtreme Lashes • Pevonia for men  NEW

Glo Mineral Make-Up

Waxing
Now

Available

Valentines Specials

7 Highlights (foil) $29.95
• We Do Eyelash Extentions •

Let the Leader help with 
your advertising

Call 281-481-5656

NEW COPY

Meador Pre-K celebrates Chinese New Year

Recently celebrating the Chinese New Year with a 
parade at Meador Elementary are pre-kindergart-
ners, left to right, Zainah Arsalan, Jaclyn Nguyen, 

Mason Phan, Vivian Nguyen, Kim Nguyen and 
Tina Huynh.

Photo submitted

Burnett Elementary recently participated in the 
National “Souper Bowl of Caring” Food Drive. 
The Souper Bowl of Caring shows students the 
importance of helping others while educating them 
on the issues of poverty and hunger.  Students were 
asked to bring donations of canned foods, crack-
ers and rice, each valued at different points. The 
class with the most points would be rewarded 
with a pizza party at the end of the food drive. 
Mary Davitt’s fourth-grade class brought items 
for a total class value of 388 points. This class, 
along with the entire Burnett Elementary campus, 
was able to collect items that totaled more than 

Burnett helps ‘Souper Bowl’ food drive

1800 points, surpassing  last year’s contributions 
as well as claiming a victory in a friendly com-
petition with another local elementary school. 
Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Miguel 
Cruz, Devin Muy, Qarare Sayed, Victoria Flores, 
(second row)  Brandon Flores, Ray Vasquez, 
Adam Hasette, Paula Panerio, Jeremy Green, 
Catherine Nguyen, Vanessa Morones, (third row) 
Chakira Hardy-Leaks, Frankie Zamora, Jennifer 
Amaya, Shawn Bennett, Jacob Jimenez, (back 
row) Davitt, Danielle Cravens, Thomas Petes, 
Krystella Mitchell, Tatiyana Gallow and Ramiro 
Esparza    Photo submitted

Col. Debra J. Jattar, daugh-
ter of Vita and the late David 
Jattar, retired from the U. S. 
Air Force on Jan. 31, 2009, 
after 30 years of dedicated 
and honorable service to 
her country. After gradu-
ating from J. Frank Dobie 
High School in 1973, Jattar 
attended Texas Woman’s 
University, earning a bach-
elor’s degree in nursing. She 
was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the Air Force 
Nurse Corps in January 1979 
and was assigned to Luke 
Air Force Base, Ariz. During 
the next 30 years, Jattar’s 
assignments included Clark 
Air Base, Philippines; Osan 
Air Base, South Korea; 
Langley Air Force Base, 
Va.; Keesler Air Force Base, 
Miss.; Hickam Air Force 
Base, Hawaii; Peterson Air 
Force Base, Colo.; Kirtland 
Air Force Base, N.M.; and 
ending her career with 
another assignment to Luke 
Air Force Base, Ariz. Jattar 
began her career as a staff 
nurse, progressing through 
the ranks to attain her last 
position as chief nurse at 
Luke Air Force Base. Upon 
her retirement, she was 
awarded the Legion of Merit 
medal. She currently resides 
with her husband, Mark, in 
Surprise, Ariz.

Jattar retires from USAF

By Stephanie Nguyen
Dobie debate team

 At the end of 2008 with a 
few days left before winter 
holiday, the Dobie debate 
team was able to raise $120 
to send to the World Vision’s 
Clean Water Fund to help 
dig a well. The money will 
allow school-age children 
to spend their days in 
school, rather than having 
to carry water long distanc-
es to enable their family to 
have sanitary water.
 On Jan. 9-10 at a tourna-
ment at Foster High School,   
the team’s collaborative 
efforts won them the third-
place sweepstakes trophy.
 In individual events, Tra-
manh Hoang had the plea-
sure of bringing home a 
massive second-place tro-
phy. She also received a 
second-place trophy for her 
original oratory as well as 
second-place duo and third-
place duet trophies, along 
with her partner, Jacob 
Schaafs.
 Ngocbao Le won third 
place in novice Lincoln- 
Douglas debate.
 Catherine Greene was 
rewarded with third place in 
poetry interpretation and 
fifth place for the delivery 
of her original oratory.
 Harry Vasquez received 
two seventh-place awards 
for his work in original ora-
tory and student congress. 
But the top prize in orginal 
oratory went to Shekeyla 
Caldwell, who was the 
proud winner of the first-
place trophy. Fourth place 
was awarded to Alexander 
Soto and Alexandra Zayas 
for their efforts in duet 

Dobie debate team 
competes at Foster, 
Katy Taylor

improvisation.
Katy Taylor High

 The Dobie debate team 
traveled to Katy High 
School for a fierce competi-
tion Jan. 16-17. 
 Twenty-four team mem-
bers managed to emerge 
from the preliminary rounds 
with eight advancing to 
finals. Three students were 
rewarded for their hard 
work with first place tro-
phies – Alexandra Zayas in 
prose interpretation, Rhiana 
Anthony in novice  extem-
poraneous speaking and 
Catherine Greene in origi-
nal oratory.
 Rachel Hernandez was 
awarded third place in prose 
interpretation, while Sholeh 
Abedinzadeh received a 
third-place trophy for her 
efforts in impromptu speak-
ing.
 Also receiving awards in 
impromptu speaking were 
Lariza Uribe with seventh 
place and Shohreh Abedin-
zadeh with eighth place.

Atkinson science fair winners named

Atkinson Elementary recently held its annual sci-
ence fair at the school. The winners pictured are, 
left to right, Monserrat Flores, Macy Williams, 

Julian Soto, Leanna Garcia and Madison Graham. 
These little scientists will compete at the district 
competition in March.

 San Jacinto College Cen-
tral’s art department will host 
several exhibitions and work-
shops featuring the artwork 
of students and visiting art-
ists during the spring term. 
All events are free and open 
to the public.
 The following is a listing 
of the shows, along with 
related information about 
each event:
 • Through Feb. 27 - 
Reflections of Ike Exhibit, a 
show featuring artwork by 
Central campus students and 
faculty members. The art-
work will include photogra-
phy, paintings, drawings, 
sculptures and collages that 
document the aftermath of 
Hurricane Ike. The exhibit 
will be on display in the 
Central Gallery, located in 
the Central campus’ McCol-
lum Administration Building, 
Room East-119.
 • Feb. 21, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. - Ceramic Club one-day 
Bowl-a-thon workshop to 
support “Empty Bowls,” an 
areawide clay event support-
ing the Houston Food Bank. 
Community members are 
invited to participate in the 
workshop, to be held in the 
Slocomb Fine Arts Building’s 
ceramic studio, Room 150. 
San Jac students will assist 
participants in forming clay 
bowls, which will be donated, 
to be sold by the food bank.
 • March 9 through April 3 
- Fuse: Encaustic Works by 
Texas Wax/Houston Artists. 
The exhibit will be on display 
at the Central Gallery, with 
an opening reception taking 
place March 9 from 2 p.m. to 

Upcoming art shows, 
workshops open to public

5 p.m.
 • March 11, noon to 3 
p.m. - Encaustic workshop 
demonstration, to be held in 
the Slocomb Fine Arts 
Building, Room 151. Visiting 
artist Gwen Plunkett will 
demonstrate the encaustic 
wax painting and sculpting 
process in a workshop open 
to Central campus art stu-
dents and community mem-
bers.
 • April 20 through May 7 
- Spring student art exhibit 
and high school art scholar-
ship competition, featuring 
works of local high school 
students, and works of San 
Jacinto College students. The 
event will be held in the 
Central Gallery, with a recep-
tion and awards ceremony to 
be held  April 20 from 10:30 
a.m. to noon.
 • May 6 - Ceramic Club 
Sale, featuring artwork items 
for sale created by former 
and current ceramic students 
of San Jacinto College. The 
event will take place in the 
Slocomb Fine Arts Building’s 
ceramic studio, Room 150 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
 San Jacinto College offers 
a wide range of course 
options in art at all three cam-
puses.
 San Jacinto College serves 
more than 24,500 students in 
over 140 degrees and certifi-
cates in university transfer 
and technical programs. The 
college also serves the com-
munity through workforce 
training. Students come with 
various goals and aspirations 
and the college is committed 
to their success.

 San Jacinto College North 
is located at 5800 Uvalde 
Road in the North Channel 
area. 
 The Central campus is 
located at 8060 Spencer 
Highway in Pasadena. San 
Jacinto College South is 
located at 13735 Beamer 
Road in the South Belt area.
 For more information 
about San Jacinto College, 
call 281-998-6150 or visit 
www.sanjac.edu.

Thompson Intermediate eighth-grade Citizens of the Month for January are, 
left to right, (front row) Amanda Rodriguez, Erin Mauk, Carol Amaro, (back 
row) David Luna and Brent Tevis. Not pictured is Brenton Hamilton.

Photo submitted

8th grade Citizens of the Month

 METRO routes are now 
available with Google Tran-
sit’s online trip planning 
tool.
 That means travelers 
with a Houston destination, 
or transit novices, now have 
the option of generating an 
itinerary with maps, calcu-
lated walking distances and 
times using METRO to get 
there.
 METRO joins the 70-plus 
transit agencies nationwide 
that have teamed up with 
Google Transit to raise 
awareness of public trans-
portation.
 “Google Transit is lay-
ered with Google Maps, so 
that it provides users with a 
very interactive experi-
ence,” said Denise Wendler, 
deputy chief information 
officer/IT at METRO. “It 
includes access to local traf-
fic, aerial maps, restaurant 
information and much 
more. The latest feature is 
Google Mobile, which 
means you can get your trip 
plan on your mobile phone. 

METRO 
teams up 
with Google

These features are free to 
our patrons and no cost to 
METRO. That’s a win-
win.”
 Another feature is the 
three-dimensional street 
view maps Google Transit 
offers.
 “We’re very excited to 
be partnering with Google,” 
added Wendler. “The objec-
tive is to help raise aware-
ness of public transporta-
tion and attract new rid-
ers.”
 Google Transit will not 
be replacing METRO’s cur-
rent trip planner, but rather 
supplementing it. Both gen-
erate a transit itinerary with 
step-by-step instructions 
and walking distances based 
on the starting point and 
destination.
 However, those not 
familiar with Houston may 
find the Google Transit site 
an easier introduction to 
Houston and its transit sys-
tem.
 Both are available at 
www.ridemetro.org.
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

11210 SCARSDALE • 281-484-KWIK (5945)

FREE
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH

With Full 
Service 

Oil Change

Car Wash 
Club

Unlimited
washes

for 30 days
(Ocean wash package) 

Includes vacuum & wash

3499
 per vehicle 

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

*Not valid with any other offer or discount

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
one of the Following 

Package Wash!
 Choose From:
 • Ocean Breeze     reg. $15.99
 • Blue Ocean         reg. $21.99
 • Ocean Signature  reg. $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, SUV’s & Limos

Expires 3/15/09
Not Valid with any other offer.

&

Now Open 

MON-SAT
8 A.M. - 6 P.M.

SUN  
9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

Services Available: State Emission Inspections, Tune-up, Fuel Injection Cleaning, 
Fuel & Air Filters, Tire Rotation & Balance, Brakes, Differential Service, Oil Change/
Lube, Radiator Flush, Automatic Transmission Flush (Most Vehicles), Engine Flush, 
Serpentine Belts, Light Mechanical Repairs

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.49
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

New facility - better 
programs! Great prices!

              Plan for
              after school

                     care
                  Sign Up Now!

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

Dobie softball wins, Brook falls
what many coaches, in-
cluding Pillow, are seek-
ing this time of year.
 “This Bryan tourna-
ment is just what we need 
– more games and prac-
tice between them. Along 
the way, I think we can 
use this road trip to bond 
as a team and to get into 
playing our style. 
 “Our lead-off hit-
ter, Stephanie Gonzalez, 
needs to get on base con-
sistently. Others at the top 
of the lineup have to get 
on and we have to drive 
them in.”
 Clear Brook and Dobie 
will also be in the mix at 
the Clear Creek Strike Out 
Cancer event Feb. 26-28 
at each of the four Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District campuses.

 The Dobie Lady Long-
horns’ varsity softball 
season got off to a fi ne 
start as the team defeated 
Bay City 5-2 Feb. 16 at 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District complex.
 Amanda Nguyen drove 
in two runs for the win-
ners, and Chelsea Mor-
gan had three hits in the 
game.
 Clear Brook’s season 
did not start well as visit-
ing Pearland downed the 
Lady Wolverines 6-3 Feb. 
17.
 Pearland junior short-
stop Jaclyn Bechtle had 
a double among her three 
hits and drove in a pair of 
runs.
 Kristy Gonzalez came 
through with a triple for 
the Lady Wolverines, but 

it wasn’t enough. The hosts 
also struggled a bit defen-
sively, according to head 
coach Ashley Pillow.
 “The Pearland game was 
a good wake-up call for us,” 
Pillow said. “We need to re-
ally tighten up on defense 
and eliminate the errors.
 “We need to play routine 
defense, which is something 
we stress every day in prac-
tice. Things will get better. 
I look for great things from 
this team this year. This is 
just one game, and now we 
will move forward.”
 Dobie and Clear Brook 
are part of a talented fi eld of 
teams at the Bryan/College 
Station tournament Feb. 19-
21.
 The chance for teams to 
play four to fi ve games over 
a three-day period is just 

The 2009 high school 
baseball season is set to 
get under way Feb. 24 
for both the Clear Brook 
Wolverines and Dobie 
Longhorns. The respec-
tive teams are aiming to 
come back from sub par 
performances last sea-
son as Dobie went 11-16 
overall and missed the 
playoffs at 6-8. Clear 
Brook won just nine 
games overall and went 
3-9 in district play. But 
hope springs eternal in 
2009. The Wolverines 
are banking on solid 
pitching coming from 
sophomore right-hand-
er Ryan Vruggink and 
several others. Dobie 
will draw upon veteran 
experience at several 
positions in an attempt 
to get back on top in 22-
5A. For more on these 
two teams, see the base-
ball previews on Page 
6B.

Photo by John Bechtle 

High school baseball openers are Feb. 24

Dobie High School senior football player Daniel 
Robinson (seated center) will continue his playing 
career at Southeast Prep Academy after signing a 
letter of intent. Members of the football program at 
Southeast Prep attend classes at San Jacinto College. 
Those with Robinson at the signing included, left to 

right, (seated) Bobby Cotton (Dobie head football 
coach), Henrietta Robinson (mother), (back row) 
Franklin Moses (Dobie assistant principal), Steve 
Jamail (Dobie principal) and Carey  Sink (Dobie 
defensive coordinator).

Dobie’ s Robinson to Southeast Prep

Hot SJC softball coming of age
 It’s still early in the sea-
son, but thus far it looks 
like the San Jacinto College 
South softball team has ev-
ery intention of defending 
its Region 14 crown.
 After dropping the sea-
son opener 3-0, the Coyotes  
have not been beaten since.
 Before a Feb. 18 double-
header against Iowa Western 
after press time, San Jacinto 
stood at 6-1. 
 Some of the wins have 
come via strong pitching 
from three key contribu-
tors and others have come 
through timely hitting. 
Seemingly, the Coyotes are 
simply doing whatever is 
necessary to win.
 Freshman Rae Cassel 
delievered a big two-out, 
two-run single Feb. 13 in 
the bottom of the seventh 
inning in the fi rst game of a 
doubleheader against Gray-
son County. 
 The locals used the mo-
mentum from Cassel’s big 
hit to score four runs in the 
bottom of the fi rst inning of 
the second game, winning 
4-2. 
 The lone downer came 
as center fi elder Megan 
Knippa was injured during 
a collision in the outfi eld. 
 The extent of Knippa’s 
knee injury was not known 
at press time, but San Jacinto 
College coach Kelly Saenz is

Continued on Page 3B

Krystal Plummer, one of the many heroes during San 
Jacinto College’s run to nationals in 2008, is off to a 
terrifi c start thus far in 2009.

Dobie girls: 
Rough night
Playing in her fi nal game 
at Dobie High School, 
guard D’mesha Hewitt 
(14) drives around Chan-
nelview’s Ashley Bettis 
on her way to the bas-
ket. Hewitt did not score 
on the play, and many 
of her teammates also 
had a diffi cult night as 
Channelview eliminated 
Dobie from the playoffs 
in the bidistrict round 
with a 43-26 victory at 
Phillips Field House. 
The loss fi nished the 
Lady Longhorns’ season 
at 16-17 overall. Chan-
nelview will advance to 
the area round to take 
on Clear Lake.  Hewitt, 
who will continue her 
education and playing 
career at the University 
of New Orleans, closed 
out a fi ne career as a 
Lady Longhorn. Bettis 
(15) scored 10 points for 
the Lady Falcons, who 
are now 26-6 overall.

Photo by John Bechtle

Girls’ hoops playoffs

22-5A’s Channelview knocks out Dobie 43-26
 Dobie’s venture into the 
Class 5A varsity girls’ bas-
ketball playoffs realistically 
lasted about six minutes.
 Channelview, using a 
16-0 run that began late in 
the fi rst quarter and lasted 
nearly the entire second 
quarter, dropped the Lady 
Longhorns 43-26 in the bi-
district playoffs Feb. 17 at 
Phillips Field House.
 Just like that, Dobie’s 
season is through at 16-17 
overall. The Lady Falcons, 
who fi nished second in the 
District 21-5A race behind 
North Shore, will advance 
to the area round.
 With a roster that in-
cludes just one senior to 
go along with four sopho-

mores, three freshmen and 
a pair of juniors, Channel-
view’s brightest days are 
seemingly beyond 2008.
 But judging by their per-
formance against Dobie, 
Channelview is intent on 
capitalizing on its youth 
now.
 Despite starting 0 for 6 
from the fi eld, Dobie went 
on a short run midway 
through the fi rst quarter and 
led 9-5 after junior Shadae 
Shepherd hit a 3-pointer 
from the right corner and 
then drove inside to com-
plete a 3-point play.
 So with 1 minute, 55 sec-
onds left in the fi rst quarter, 
Dobie seemed to be into the 
fl ow of the game. 

  Trouble is, the rest of the 
game belonged to Channel-
view. 
 On the ensuing pos-
session after Shepherd’s 
free throw to fi nish off her 
3-point play, Channelview’s 
Nikki McNorton, the team’s 
lone senior, beat the Dobie 
defense down the fl oor for a 
breakaway layup.
 A Dobie miss was fol-

lowed by a 3-pointer from 
the left wing by Taryn 
Gregory, who then stole 
Dobie’s inbounds pass and 
scored for a 12-9 Channel-
view lead.
 Gregory, who scored 
12 of her 15 points in the 
pivotal fi rst half, contin-
ued to cause problems for 
the Lady Longhorns. She 
turned two more steals into 

easy baskets and also hit a 
jumper for the fi nal basket 
of the fi rst half.
 A free throw by McNor-
ton capped Channelview’s 
16-0 run just inside the 
four-minute mark and sent 
Dobie down 21-9. 
 Cerena Gentry worked 
hard inside for a basket and 
eventual 3-point play that 
ended the Dobie’s drought 

that had lasted 6:30, but the 
damage was done.
 In the second half, Dobie 
could not trim Channel-
view’s lead below double 
digits. Gregory made her 
fi nal basket of the night, a 
3-pointer, that gave Chanel-
view a 28-14 edge with 6:25 
to go in the third quarter.
 From there, Dobie made

Continued on Page 2B

“MAN CAVE” DESIGNS

(713) 898-7312

365 345
www.friendswoodteendriving.net
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  Mar. 4 - Mar. 27 Mar. 12 - Apr. 6
              6-8 p.m.        4-6 p.m.   
 Mar. 30 - Apr. 20 Apr. 7 - Apr. 28 
              6-8 p.m.  4-6 p.m.

WE’RE SELLING HOMES FAST!
Inventory is Low! We have buyers!

% Int. Rates- Lowest in 40 YRS! So call us Today!

281-481-3733

"The Company You'll Keep"

ATTN Buyers & Sellers
In Celebrating “39 YRS” 

as South Belt’s #1 name in Real Estate
We Offer To You:

Roy Shiflett Realtors

TOP
AGENTS

BEST
SERVICE

�FREE� 1 YR. HOME WARRANTY
($350 value) OR($350 value) OR

(For limited time only)

�FREE� HOME INSPECTION

GRILLE & BUTCHER 
SHOP HOURS

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sun. 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

12830 Scarsdale Blvd.
At I-45 Next to Dairy Queen

281-481-5214
Phone Ahead For Carry Out Orders

10-12 oz.
NY Strips

Prime for
$29.99$29.99 
w/purchase of $50 or morew/purchase of $50 or more

$5.00 Coupon
W/ purchase of any freezer pack.

Coupon required

5 MARINATED 
BEEF 

TENDERLOIN 
K-BOBS

SKEWERED WITH 
VEGETABLES AND 
READY TO GRILL

ONLY $29.95
SAVE $10

Frozen Packs Only • Limited Offer   
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Sports Calendar
BASKETBALL
Friday, Feb. 20

Dobie varsity boys at Pearland, 7:30
Clear Brook varsity boys host Clear Lake, 7:00
Dobie JV boys at Pearland, 6:00
Clear Brook JV boys host Clear Lake, 5:30
Dobie sophomore boys at Pearland, 4:30
Clear Brook sophomore boys host Clear Lake, 5:30
Dobie freshman A boys at Pearland, 6:00
Clear Brook freshman A boys host Clear Lake, 4:00
Dobie freshman B boys at Pearland, 4:30
Clear Brook freshman B boys host Clear Lake, 4:00
.

SOCCER
Thursday. Feb. 19

Dobie JV (B) girls at Pearland, Presner, 5:00
Clear Brook sophomore boys host Clear Creek, 5:00

Friday, Feb. 20
Clear Brook varsity boys host Clear Creek, 7:00
Dobie varsity girls at Pearland, The Rig, 7:00
Clear Brook varsity girls at Clear Creek, 7:00
Dobie JV girls at Pearland, The Rig, 5:00
Clear Brook JV boys host Clear Creek, 5:00
Clear Brook JV girls at Clear Creek, 5:00

Saturday, Feb. 21
Dobie varsity boys host Pearland, Newcomb, 4:00
Dobie JV boys host Pearland, Auxiliary, 2:00

Tuesday, Feb. 24
Clear Brook varsity boys at Dickinson, 7:00
Clear Brook varsity girls host Dickinson, 7:00
Clear Brook JV boys at Dickinson, 5:00
Clear Brook JV girls host Dickinson, 5:00

Wednesday, Feb. 25
Dobie varsity girls host Memorial, Newcomb, 5:00
Dobie varsity boys host Memorial, Newcomb, 7:00
Dobie JV girls host Memorial, Auxiliary, 7:00
Dobie JV boys host Memorial, Auxiliary, 5:00

Thursday, Feb. 26
Dobie JV (B) girls at Clear Lake, 5:00
Clear Brook sophomore boys host Brazoswood, 5:30

Friday, Feb. 27
Clear Brook varsity boys host Brazoswood, 7:00
Clear Brook varsity girls at Brazoswood, 7:00
Clear Brook JV boys host Brazoswood, 7:00
Clear Brook JV girls host Brazoswood, 5:00

Saturday, Feb. 28
Dobie varsity girls vs. South Houston, Newcomb, noon
Dobie varsity boys vs. South Houston, Newcomb, 2:00
Dobie JV boys vs. South Houston, Auxiliary, noon
Dobie JV girls host South Houston, Newcomb, 10 a.m.
Dobie JV (B) girls host Friendswood, Dobie, 10 a.m. 

TENNIS
Friday, Feb. 27

Dobie varsity at Corpus Christi tourn., TBA

Saturday, Feb. 28
Dobie varsity  at Corpus Christi tourn., TBA

SOFTBALL
Thursday, Feb. 19

Dobie varsity at Bryan/College Station tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at Bryan/College Station tourn., TBA

Friday, Feb. 20
Dobie varsity at Bryan/College Station tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at Bryan/College Station tourn., TBA
Clear Brook JV hosts Texas City, 5:00

Saturday, Feb. 21
Dobie varsity at Bryan/College Station tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at Bryan/College Station tourn., TBA

Tuesday, Feb. 24
Dobie varsity at Brazoswood, 6:30
Dobie JV at Brazoswood, 5:00

Thursday, Feb. 26
Dobie varsity at Clear Creek ISD tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity hosts Clear Creek ISD tourn., TBA

Friday, Feb. 27
Dobie varsity at Clear Creek ISD tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity hosts Clear Creek ISD tourn., TBA

Saturday, Feb. 28
Dobie varsity at Clear Creek ISD tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity hosts Clear Creek ISD tourn., TBA

TRACK AND FIELD
Friday, Feb. 20

Dobie varsity girls at Pasadena relays, Auxiliary, 3:30
Dobie varsity boys at Pasadena relays, Auxiliary, 3:30

Friday, Feb. 27
Dobie varsity girls at Gator Relays, Dickinson, 3:30

BASEBALL (Scrimmmages)
Friday, Feb. 20

Dobie varsity at Barber’s Hill, 4:30
Clear Brook varsity hosts Baytown Sterling/PNG, 3:00
Clear Brook JV at Baytown Sterling, 3:00

Saturday, Feb. 21
Dobie JV hosts Barber’s Hill, Dobie, 12:30
Dobie sophomores host Barber’s Hill, Dobie, 10:30 a.m.
Clear Brook sophomores at Baytown Sterling, 1:00

Tuesday, Feb. 24 (regular season openers)
Dobie varsity hosts Friendswood, Maguire, 6:00
Clear Brook varsity at Cypress Woods, 6:30

Thursday, Feb. 26
Dobie varsity at Angleton tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at La Porte tourn., TBA

Friday, Feb. 27
Dobie varsity at Angleton tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at La Porte tourn., TBA

Saturday, Feb. 28
Dobie varsity at Angleton tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at La Porte tourn., TBA

Monday, March 2
Dobie varsity hosts Dickinson, Dobie, 4:00

CROSS COUNTRY
Wednesday, Feb. 25

Thompson boys/girls at PISD meet, S. Rayburn, 4:45
Beverly Hills boys/girls at PISD meet, S. Rayburn, 4:45

Channelview 43  Dobie girls 26 
Dobie’s season ends at 16-17 overall

Dobie boys 65, Pasadena 49

Dobie boys 56, Sam Rayburn 51

 Upcoming games: Feb. 20 – JFD at Pearland, 
7:30 p.m., 22-5A fi nal game

Dickinson 69, Clear Brook boys 64 

Clear Brook boys 81, Brazoswood 55
Upcoming games: Feb. 20 – Brook hosts 

Clear Lake, 7 p.m., 24-5A fi nal game

District 24-5A Standings
Varsity Boys’ Basketball

(As of Feb. 18)
 Teams  W  L
 Galveston Ball 11 2
 Clear Brook 9 4
 Clear Lake 9 4
 Clear Springs 9 4
 Dickinson 6 7 
 Brazoswood 5 8
 Alvin 2 11 
 Clear Creek 1 12

District 22-5A Standings
Varsity Boys’ Basketball

(As of Feb. 18)
 Teams  W  L
 La Porte 11 2 
 Pearland 10 3
 Deer Park 10 3
 Dobie 9 4
 South Houston 5 8 
 Sam Rayburn 4 9
 Memorial 1 12
 Pasadena 1 12 

Freed from her goalkeeping duties after Dobie built a 7-0 lead against Pasadena, 
junior Beatrice Soto shifted to midfi eld and scored a goal as the Lady Longhorns 
went on to win 8-0 Feb. 14 at Newcomb Field.                         Photos by John Bechtle

Senior defender Lindsey Eikenburg wasn’t challenged 
much in Dobie’s easy win over Pasadena Feb. 14 at 
Newcomb Field, but her play has been a big reason 
why Dobie has started 5-1 in district action.

Dobie junior forward Shadae Shepherd (24) scored six of her team-high eight points 
in the fi rst quarter as the Lady Longhorns struggled on the offensive end against 
Channelview and Nikki McNorton (23)  in a 43-26 bidistrict playoff loss Feb. 17 at 
Phillips Field House.                                                                     Photo by John Bechtle

Channelview girls eliminate JFD
Continued from Page 1B
a couple of brief pushes at 
cutting into the Channel-
view lead, but each time the 
Lady Falcons answered. 
 Channelview led 35-20 
at the end of three quarters 
on its way to an easy win.
 Dobie head coach Shane 
Brown said his team sim-
ply did not match Channel-
view’s intensity.
 “I won’t take anything 
away from Channelview 

because that is a very good 
basketball team, but we did 
not come out ready to play 
and did not match their in-
tensity. As the head coach, 
that’s my responsibility. I 
accept that. 
 “We made a couple of 
good runs, but Channelview 
answered everything. They 
were the aggressor in the 
game and deserved to win.”
 It was not a good bidis-
trict round for any of the 

four playoffs teams from 
District 22-5A. 
 Each team, including 
District champion Deer 
Park, La Porte (tied for sec-
ond with Dobie) and Me-
morial, was beaten.
 Baytown Sterling 
crushed Deer Park 83-65, 
and Baytown Lee tripped 
up La Porte 37-33. North 
Shore, the champion of 21-
5A, hammered Memorial 
73-35. 

Midway through race, soccer teams regroup; Longhorns to meet Pearland 
 Despite a couple of hic-
cups along the way, the Do-
bie varsity boys’ and girls’ 
soccer teams are doing just 
fi ne in the 22-5A ranks.
 If the playoffs started af-
ter the fi rst round of district 
play, both teams would be 
included in the mix.
 The problem is the play-
offs don’t start now, and 
both teams still have plenty  
of work ahead.
 Up next is a key battle 
against Pearland. The Lady 
Longhorn girls, who at 5-1 
are in second place, can 
wrap up the fi rst half of dis-
trict play in sole possession 
of second place with a win 
Feb. 20 at The Rig in Pear-
land.
 The Dobie boys, now 
4-1-1 after a loss to Sam 
Rayburn Feb. 17, can jump 
into a fi rst-place tie with a 
win over the Oilers Feb. 21 
at Newcomb Field, begin-
ning at 4 p.m.
 Not long ago, the Long-
horn boys’ team was rolling. 
At 3-0, the team was enter-
ing a road game against 
last-place La Porte. 
 A tie resulted, and even 
though the Longhorns 
fought the elements to gain 
a rainy win over Pasadena 
Feb. 14, the team needs to 
get back on track with a win 
over Pearland.
 SR stuns Dobie boys
 Dobie freshman goal-
keeper Jose Balvaneda 
made a great save on a 
Texans’ penalty kick early 
in the game to preserve a 
scoreless tie.
 But the Texans came 
back in the fi nal minutes to 

steal a 1-0 win. 
 The game was played in 
a constant drizzle, and Sam 
Rayburn came through with 
the winning goal with just 1 
minute, 20 seconds to play.
 “We had plenty of oppor-
tunities to score but could 
not,” Dobie head coach 
Jesse Saavedra said.  “They 

scored with 1:20 left in the 
game. It was our fi rst district 
loss, and it sent us from fi rst 
to third place in one night.”
 The loss perhaps over-
shadowed Dobie’s key 2-1 
victory over Pasadena Feb. 
14 at Newcomb Field.
 The start of the game 
was delayed by lightning 

in the area. After that, play 
was halted for extended pe-
riods three times during the 
action. In the end, Dobie 
prevailed.
 “We played a solid game, 
even with three long rain 
delays,” Saavedra said.  
 “Salim Naser scored 
both goals with the assists 
going to Omar Arreguin and 
Pedro Mares.”

JV boys split
 The Dobie junior varsity 
boys team defeated Pasa-
dena 2-0 and then fell 3-1 to 
Sam Rayburn. 

Lady Horns on mend
 Given the mounting in-
jury troubles for the Lady 
Longhorns, the team’s cur-
rent 5-1 record in district 
play is that much more 
amazing.
 Valuable junior midfi eld-
er Chelsea DeLeon has been 
out since the 22-5A opener  
after suffering a sprained 
ankle against Memorial.
 Dobie head coach Ker-
sten Mullan said DeLeon 
could play against Pearland, 
but now other injuries have 
occurred.
 The Lady Longhorns 
defeated Sam Rayburn 2-0 
Feb. 17 as Chelsea Williams 
and Ashlyn Leighton scored 
goals. 
 In an 8-0 victory against 
Pasadena Feb. 14, freshman 
Tanya Palomares scored a 
hat trick, and Brittany Bar-
rett scored twice.
 Mullan eased the pres-
sure on Pasadena early in 
the second half after Do-
bie’s 7-0 halftime lead. The 
game was halted by light-
ning with just over 15 min-
utes to play.
 With the big game com-
ing up against Pearland and 

then the second half of dis-
trict play beginning Feb. 25 
against Memorial, Mullan 
wants to focus on health.
 “We are facing a tough 
time right now with the 
team because we have had 
an injury-plagued season so 
far, which hasn’t had a neg-
ative impact yet, but it could 
prove to be detrimental in 
the Pearland game,” Mullan 

said. 
 “Three of my four start-
ing midfi elders (all three-
year starters) were out due 
to injury against Sam Ray-
burn; three more of my 
players are just coming off 
injury and are only about 80 
percent healthy.”
 Despite the injuries, 
Dobie has played well and 
done what it needs to in or-

der to win.
 “In that sense, I am proud 
of the girls for winning, but 
I wasn’t necessarily happy 
with the way we won,” 
Mullan said. “We let Ray-
burn suck us into their style 
in the fi rst half and honestly 
seemed to lack a little bit of 
intensity. We came together 
in the second half and took 
care of business.” 

Boys’ basketball season reaches fi nal game
Seedings not 
decided yet

Pearland are now 10-3, with 
Dobie at 9-4.
 The Longhorns can jump 
to the No. 3 seed by beating 
Pearland by four or more 
points. 
 Pearland downed Do-
bie 44-41 in the fi rst round 
of district play. The Oil-
ers led by 12 late, but the 
Longhorns closed on a 9-0 
run. Now, a victory of four 
points or more could lift the 
Longhorns in the standings.
 Regardless, Cross is 
pleased with the way his 
team has competed all sea-
son. In district, Dobie has 
played some tight games 
but managed to win more 
than not. 
 “To sum up our district 
campaign, I will quote 
(Oakland Raiders owner) Al 
Davis,” Cross said.  “‘Just 
win, baby!’  It may be pretty 
and ugly in the same game.   
 “We have had so many 
close games in district.  
Three overtimes (two wins 
and one loss) and three last- 
second wins.  The good 
thing is we have come up 
big more times than not.”
 Dobie does not possess 
a star player. There are no 
elite college prospects. In-
stead, the group has played 
well together with more 
than a few players standing 
out at various times.
 “It has been a true team 
effort throughout district,” 
Cross said. “We have had 
many different players step 
up and play really well for 
us.  

 “Randy (Owens) and 
Deylan (White) have been 
our top scorers and re-
bounders in district.  Andre 
Spiller has done a great job 
of running the team for us.  
 “Tyrone Sagers has had 
some big offensive games 
for us also.  We have had 
a platoon system with our 
posts this year, and each one 
has had a good game or two 
in district.”

Brook now 9-4
 Like 22-5A, things are 
far from settled in District 
24-5A. 
 Galveston Ball is the 
champion at 10-2 even af-
ter falling at home to Clear 
Springs Feb. 17. 
 From there, the other 
three slots are up for grabs 

as Brook is tied with Clear 
Lake and Clear Springs at 
9-4.
 Given the 23-5A align-
ment features three of the 
area’s top-rated teams, the 
fi nal three playoff slots are 
important. No team wants 
to take on 23-5A champion 
Hightower (25-9, 13-0) or 
Fort Bend Bush (28-5, 11-2) 
in the bidistrict round.
 With a win in its fi nal 
game of the regular season, 
Clear Springs can hold onto 
second place over Clear 
Brook even if both teams 
win.
 If Springs wins, the Wol-
verines, with a win over 
Clear Lake, are most likely 
to land the third seed and a 
battle against Bush. 

 First-year Dobie varsity 
boys’ basketball coach Kev-
in Cross knows his team is 
in the playoffs, but much of 
everything else is up in the 
air at the moment with the 
regular season fi nale com-
ing Feb. 20 at Pearland.
 The same goes for Clear 
Brook head coach Jason Pil-
low, who has now taken the 
Wolverines to the playoffs 
in each of his three seasons.
 But as the Wolverines 
take on Clear Lake Feb. 20 
at home, neither team has 
any idea of just who they 
will face in the bidistrict 
round.
 There’s also the possi-
bility that some of these is-
sues will play out after the 
regular season ends via coin 
fl ip. Few coaches these days 
wish to play head-to-head 
to decide a tiebreaker.

Dobie now 9-4
 With a 65-49 win Feb. 
13 at Pasadena followed by 
a 56-51 victory over Sam 
Rayburn, Dobie has assured 
itself of a playoff berth for 
the fourth straight season.
 District 22-5A will be 
represented by La Porte, 
Deer Park, Pearland and 
Dobie. The seedings are far 
from being decided.
 At 11-2, La Porte has the 
inside track on the district 
title after a win over Pear-
land Feb. 17. Deer Park and 

Senior Deylan White’s play has been huge all season as 
he has consistently been one of Dobie’s top scorers and 
rebounders. He will have to continue to play well as the 
Longhorns enter the postseason.

Junior Ashlyn Leighton is still Dobie’s leading scorer as the team approaches the 
midway point of the district race with a 5-1 record.
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HELP WANTED CALENDAR
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for information, 
or just drop in.

11:15 a.m.
Texas Southeast Christian Women’s Club – Texas Southeast Christian Women’s Club, in affiliation 
with Stonecroft Ministries, hosts monthly luncheons at Golfcrest Country Club from 11:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on the third Thursday of every month. The luncheon includes a buffet, an informative program and an 
inspirational speaker. Cost is $16 all inclusive. All ladies are welcome, but reservations are necessary. 
A complimentary nursery is provided. For information, call 281-992-1675 or 281-482-9727.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American Business Women’s Association-South meets on 
the third Thursday of each month at Makenzies Grill, 9330 Broadway in Pearland. Lunch is from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost is $20 and includes networking with professional business women, lunch and guest 
speaker. Women of all ages and occupations are invited. Bring plenty of business cards. Reservations 
are appreciated. Contact Monica Perez at mlynnperez2002@yahoo.com for reservations, or visit the 
Web site at www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Al-Anon - Meets every Thursday from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 111. For information, call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (Southeast) Chapter – A social group interested in the culture, 
music, heritage and language of the immigrants in early German settlements in Texas. Meetings are 
held the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. Visitors are welcome. Call 281-481-1238 for more information.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke’s Catholic Church – Free tutoring for all ages is available Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
in the Education Building at St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road. For information, call 
281-484-1397 or e-mail joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.

7 p.m.
Korean War Veteran Association – The Texas Lone Star Chapter meets the third Thursday of each 
month at the Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 West Center. For information, call 713-774-3662. 

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., 
and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. 
For information, call 713-204-2481. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for information, 
or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Free Line Dance Class – The Friendswood Senior Citizen Program offers free line dancing classes. 
The class is held at the activity building, located at 416 Morningside. All area senior citizens, 55 or 
older, are invited. Previous experience not required. For more information, call 281-482-8441.

Noon

Billing/Insurance Specialist

Insurance specialist to handle billing and
collections for orthopedic practice. Must be 
dependable and quick learner. Located near 

Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital.
Experienced preferred.

Hours M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Please email resumes with salary requirements to:
posm1@yahoo.com

PISD track and fi eld
Intermediate school schedule

April 1 – Girls’ regular season meet, 5 p.m.

April 2 – Boys’ regular season meet, 5 p.m.

April 8 – Girls’ regular season meet, 5 p.m.

April 9 – Boys’ regular season meet, 5 p.m.

April 15 – Girls’ regular season meet, 5 p.m.

April 16 – Boys’ regular season meet, 5 p.m.

April 22 – Girls’ & Boys’ fi eld event, 5 p.m.

April 23 – Girls’ & Boys’ running events, 5 p.m.

Intermediate track/fi eld
schedule is set in place
 Pasadena Independent 
School District offi cials 
have released the 2009 
intermediate school track 
and fi eld schedule.
 Athletes from each of 
the district’s 10 schools 
will take part in three reg-
ular season meets. 
 Those who qualify by 
placing well in the regu-
lar-season meets will then 
qualify for the champion-
ship meet. 

 The district’s champi-
onship meet will include 
the boys’ and girls’ fi eld 
events April 22 followed 
by the boys’ and girls’ run-
ning events April 23.
  Each of the meets will 
be held at Auxiliary Sta-
dium in Pasadena. 
 Because of the spring 
break holiday, there will 
be no warm-up meet for 
the respective schools this 
season. 

Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous – The 
ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club in 
Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program 
of hope, healing and recovery for people who grew up in alcoholic or 
dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 281-286-1431.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
6 p.m.

Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the NASA Gilruth 
Center on Space Center. Refreshments provided. For more informa-
tion, contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-5675 or George Wieland at 
281-286-5682, or visit www.frontiersquares.com.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Bluegrass Association – Produces a bluegrass music 
show and jam session the third Saturday of each month, May and 
December are exceptions. Admission is free. The show is held at the 
League City Civic Center, 300 Walker. For more information, visit 
http://www.bayareabluegrass.org.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved one. 
Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas 
from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more information, call 281-487-8787.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

9 a.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for 
a complete list of services offered.

10 a.m.
Free Walking Classes – for plus size women are held Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Sagemont Community Center, 11507 
Hughes Road. Let’s move together. Registration required. For more 
information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.

Noon

Continued on Page 4B

At left, Kelsey McClain 
improved her record to 
4-0 with the win over 
Grayson. McClain, a 
sophomore who graduated 
from Pasadena Memorial 
High School, has pitched 
well early this season. She 
had nine strikeouts in the 
game against Grayson. At 
right, San Jacinto College 
third baseman Courtney 
Oliphant made a strong 
throw after a big defensive 
stop in the third inning 
of the fi rst game against 
Grayson County College 
Feb. 13 at Coyote Field. 
The hosts fell behind 4-3 
entering the bottom of the 
seventh inning but scored 
two runs on a dramatic 
two-out, two-run single by 
Rae Cassel (not shown). 
After a doubleheader 
against Iowa Western Feb. 
18 after press time, San 
Jacinto is slated to play 14 
of its next 15 games on the 
road. The team split a pair 
of games against LSU-Eu-
nice Feb. 17.

Photos by John Bechtle

SJC wins pair,

moves to 7-2

San Jacinto College softball off to quick start as long road journey begins
Continued from Page 1B
expecting to compete, at 
least in the short term, 
with just 12 players. Cecily 
Gomez, a freshman utility 
player who can help in the 
outfi eld or infi eld, was set 
back with an injury just pri-
or to the start of the season.
 Saenz obviously is not 
excited about the injuries, 
but she and the Coyotes are 
focused on moving forward 
with the players on hand. 
 To this point, each player 
who has played has done 
something positive to help 
the team win. 
 Just four sophomores re-
turned from the 2008 team 
that went to nationals. A 
fi fth sophomore, Courtney 
Pettit, transferred to San Ja-
cinto College from the Uni-
versity of Virginia.
 Still, members of the team 
and Saenz were a bit taken 
aback when fellow Region 
14 competitiors Blinn and 
Galveston were both ranked 
ahead of the Coyotes in the 
preseason national poll. 
Where’s the respect?
 San Jacinto is busy earn-
ing that respect. Sophomore 
pitcher Kelsey McClain has 
won each of her four starts, 
including the 5-4 decision 
over Grayson in which she 
struck out nine.
 Two freshman pitchers, 

Jessica Davis and Krysta 
Martin, have fi t in nicely 
behind McClain. Davis is 
1-1, but her defeat came in 
the opener when San Jacinto 
failed to score against Tem-
ple.
 Offensively, the Coyotes 
are getting hits from nearly 
everyone. With a combined 
25 hits in the two games 
against Grayson, the team 
batting average accelerated 
to .365. 
 “We’re not going to over-
power teams at the plate,” 
said Saenz, citing just nine 
extra-base hits (seven dou-
bles and two triples) through 
the seven games.
 “But I do think we are 
going to get better and bet-
ter offensively. The fresh-
men are getting their feet 
under them, and because of 
the injuries, everyone is get-
ting plenty of opportunities 
to play.”
 Now, the Coyotes’ met-
tle is going to be tested in 
a big way. After Feb. 18 at 
home, the team is set to play 
14 of its next 15 games on 
the road with tournaments 
in Midland and Temple in 
line. 
 When San Jacinto returns 
for a home doubleheader 
against Lamar State, region-
al play will be under way.
 Perhaps an extended set 

of games on the road will 
be just what San Jacinto 
needs to set the stage for 
what promises to be a dif-
fi cult stretch of conference 
games.
 Blinn College, which 
opened the season ranked 
eighth nationally, has won 
13 of 15 games to start the 
season through Feb. 17. 
Galveston, rated 19th prior 
to the season while San Ja-
cinto landed 25th, has also 
played well early on.
 San Jacinto found out 
last season how key it is to 
fi nish strong. The team hov-
ered just over the .500 mark 
midway through the 2008 
campaign before a couple 
of big wins over Texarkana 
came. 
 From then on, the Coy-
otes were tough to beat en 
route to a 41-win season. 
The program eventually ad-
vanced to nationals for the 
fi rst time in school history, 
taking fourth.
 “We know what has to 
be done to get there,” Saenz 
said. “One good thing I’ve 
seen is that these play-
ers have come together as 
a team and rallied behind 
each other quicker than 
most groups I’ve had. 
 “That’s a good sign as 
we move forward. We just 
have to stay focused.”

 Insurance Offi ce
Part-time Position: 

Mature, punctual, stable
person who has offi ce

experience.
Fax resumes to 
281-481-1927

HELP WANTED
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL WORKERS

needed for Sunday mornings & Sunday nights.
(approx. 4-8 hrs./week @ $8.00/hr).

Must be conscientious and love ministering to babies & preschoolers!

EASTHAVEN BAPTIST CHURCH
(across from Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital)

13100 Beamer Rd. If interested, call 281-922-5520 OR 

e-mail Ron Burton at rburton@easthavenchurch.org

 A former South Belt resi-
dent is making a name for 
herself in high school wres-
tling as a freshman.
 Elaina Dittrich, a fi rst-
year competitor at Clear 
Springs High School in 
League City, is headed to 
the Class 5A state meet after 
advancing through district 
and regional competition.
 Although new to the 
sport, Dittrich has found a 
way to succeed early in her 
career. At district, Dittrich  
won the District 24-5A 
championship in the 148 ki-
logram class at Clear Creek 
High School.  
 To win the title, Dittrich 
had to face off against two 
competitors who had both  
qualifi ed for state in 2008. 
This time around, Dittrich 
won both matches.
 In the fi nal, Dittrich saved 
her best for last, winning in 
dramatic fashion by pinning 
her opponent, Joanie Cortez 
of Brazoswood, with 8.3 
seconds left on the clock in 
the fi nal period
 Leading up to the fi nal 
pin, Dittrich trailed in the 
scoring by a point. But the 
win was fi tting in that Cor-

tez had handed Dittrich a 
loss just a couple of weeks 
prior to district.
 The tough Dittrich-Cor-
tez battle wound up being 
the closest in the girls’ dis-
trict competition.
 At the regionals in Allen, 
Texas, Dittrich kept her mo-
mentum going. In the end, 
she placed fourth, which 
qualifi ed for the state tour-
nament in Austin.  
 The freshman’s accom-
plishments are special given 
the relatively short path she 
has traveled in the sport.
 Dittrich, a volleyball 
player, only began wres-
tling for Clear Springs last 
November at the encour-
agement of her algebra 
teacher, Scott Kissee, who 
is also the Springs wrestling 
instructor..
 Despite some early reluc-
tance, things have gone well 
for Dittrich, who is hoping 
to perform well at state.
 Dittrich is the daughter of 
Cindy and Anthony Dittrich. 
Her paternal grandparents, 
Joyce and Milton Dittrich, 
still reside in the South Belt 
area. Her maternal gran-
mother is Millie Goodman.

Former South Belter a wrestling star

All meets at Auxiliary Stadium

JFD netters continue spring season on road

Now in her senior season, Allison Wells is just one of several Dobie 
players who is looking forward to several road trips as a member of 
the tennis program.

Having made his way to regionals in doubles play last spring, 
Longhorn senior boys’ player Andy Peng is hoping to advance 
to regionals once more before he graduates.

Players in the Dobie High School tennis program 
will spend a good bit of the next several weeks 
studying on the road as the Longhorns’ varsity 
team will visit one more tournament this month 
and fi ve more in March.

Feb. 27-28: At Spring Fling invitational, Corpus 
Christi.

March 6-7: At Spring Branch Independent School 
District tournament. Note: Dobie head coach Man-

uel Moreno Jr. will be honored as the coach of the 
year in the Houston area, voted on by the coaches 
within the SBISD ranks. See the Feb. 26 Leader for 
more details.

March 13: At Pasadena Independent School District 
event, Strawberry Park.

March 27-28: At Kemah Boardwalk tournament and 
Galveston Hurricane Ike Memorial tournament. Do-
bie will send split squads to events.

Ms. Janet’s
Children of the Future  

Serious inquiries only need apply.
SOUTH SHORE HARBOUR LOCATION 

   • Cook
 Apply in person 3007 Invincible Dr., League City

For Directions ONLY Call 281-538-5310

Experienced Medical Assistant 
needed at

Memorial Southeast Professional Building.
F/T WITH BENEFITS

Fax resume to  281-464-8432

Experienced Medical Biller/
Collector needed at

Memorial Southeast Professional Building.
F/T WITH BENEFITS

Fax resume to  281-481-4649
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REAL ESTATE

LAWN & 
GARDEN

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Let the Leader 
help with your

advertising
Call 

281-481-5656

In need of business cards? 
Let the professional staff at South Belt Graphics & 

Printing help you out.
We can design & print as few as 250 or as many as 

1000 or more!

AT THEIR
FINGERTIPS

READ
THE

CLASSIFIEDS
and you’re 

guaranteed a spin 
around the world 

of buying and 
selling...jobs and 
homes, choice

business 
opportunities and 
sometimes just

a friend...

281-481-5656
South Belt-

Ellington Leader

11555 Beamer 

Turn those unwanted items in your

garage and closets into cash. Bring ads 

into Leader offi ce by noon Tuesday or 

use the mail slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer • 281-481-5656

TREE 
SERVICE
TREE TRIMMING, TOPPING & HAULING

• Full Service • Stump Grinding
Free Estimates 

- INSURED -
Over 20 Yrs. Experience
Call Dan Gross
832-768-6292
281-922-4787
BAR-B-QUE WOOD & CAMP 

FIRE WOOD FOR SALE

Additional Service
Ads on page 5B

Termite & Pest Control
• Roaches • Rats • Mice • Spiders

• Ants • Fleas • Termites • Silverfish

 

 

TERMITE SPECIALIST

ANY SEASON
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

(281) 484-6740

Any season in Houston
is bug season.

Residential • Commercial

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

SERVICE

Hamilton
Tree Service

Custom Tree Pruning, Take-
Down & Removal, Hauling, 
Clean Gutters, Lots Mowed

FREE ESTIMATES
Over 35 Years Experience

Martin Hamilton

713-991-6337

★★★★★★

CALENDAR

ERA SOUTHBELT
281-997-2626

We Will Sell Your House or ERA Will Buy It!
SAGEMONT: 4-2-2 Detached Garage. MLS #3976256, $105,000.
PEARLAND: 4/5-2.5-2, 2,999 Sq. Ft. $238,500, MLS# 1258925.

Feb. 26, 27, & 28
 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

INSIDE THE GARDENS
BEAMER @ HUGHES

•Lots of furniture
(Offi ce & House)

• Small Appliances
• Knickknacks

• Dishes
• Exercise Equipment

AND MUCH MORE!

www.soutbeltleader.com

LUXURY BUILDERS
HOME BUILDING AND REMODELING

We assist with insurance claims
Commercial & Residential

GUSTAVO REYES  832-275-5463
RUDY ASTORGA  832-260-4595

SALES/ TX LIC. ADJUSTER

INSURED • PASADENA, TX

Continued from Page 3B

Free Exercise Class – Basic low impact aerobic classes on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at noon at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road. Registration is required. 
For more information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at the IHOP on Fuqua 
from 6 to 9 p.m. All who enjoy the game or want to learn to play are 
invited to join. For more information, call 281-488-2923.

6:30 p.m.
Civil Air Patrol Meeting – Weekly at Ellington Field in the Civil Air 
Patrol Building. Call 281-484-1352 and leave a message for more 
information.

7 p.m.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every 
Monday from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehab Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a spouse or 
other loved one are invited to participate. For information, call Betty 
Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 303 East Main in League City. For more information, call 
281-585-3672.

Noon
Free Exercise Class – Basic low impact aerobic classes on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at noon at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road. Registration is required. 
For more information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.

1 p.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, an old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. 
Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 5 p.m. 204 S. Main. For informa-
tion, call 713-472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Center, 4021 Brookhaven, Pasadena. Visit www.
hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

5 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water therapy from 5 to 
6 p.m. and 6 to 7 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 
E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
Clear Lake Toastmasters Club – Meets at the Clear Lake Church 
of Christ, 938 El Dorado Blvd. Call Jerry Tate at 281-481-5417 for 
information.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – Meets at Sagemont 
Recreation Center, 11507 Hughes. For information, call Erma 
Coskey at 713-946-6049.

7 p.m.
St. Luke’s Catholic Church – Free tutoring for all ages is available 
Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Education Building at St. Luke the 
Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road. For information, call 281-484-
1397 or e-mail joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Houston Space City Lions Club – Meets the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf 
Freeway. For more information, call George Malone at 281-438-
7243.

7:30 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – Meets the second and 
fourth Tuesday of each month. The group offers support and cop-
ing skills in a non-threatening environment to adult individuals who 
have lost a loved one to suicide. For more information and locations, 
contact Brenda Fitch at 713-533-4508 or visit www.crisishotline.
org.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Tuesdays and Sundays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Club – Meets the second and fourth week of each 
month at Covenant United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of 
activities, trips, etc. Call Nellie Galney at 713-991-3517 for more 
information.

10 a.m.
Free Walking Classes – for plus size women are held Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Sagemont Community Center, 11507 
Hughes Road. Let’s move together. Registration required. For more 
information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.

Noon
Free Exercise Class – Basic low impact aerobic classes on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at noon at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road. Registration is required. 
For more information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 
5 p.m. at First Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, 
Pearland. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services 
offered.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Domestic 
violence support group for male survivors meets each Wednesday 
at 210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for informa-
tion. Participants may join at any time as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Confidential
domestic violence support group for women meets every week. For 
information, call 281-338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturning point.
com. BATP is located at 210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway between 
Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis hotline is 
281-286-2525.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

Noon
Al-Anon - Meets every Thursday from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Room 111. For information, call 281-487-8787.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke’s Catholic Church – Free tutoring for all ages is available 
Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Education Building at St. 
Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road. For information, call 
281-484-1397 or e-mail joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.

7 p.m.
Pasadena Gulf Coast Art Society – Monthly meetings held the 
last Thursday of each month in the Community Room at Pasadena 
Town Square Mall.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays 
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

J&M SERVICE CO.
A Complete Service Company

Since 1983
Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels

 ★ CERAMIC TILE ★ TUB & SHOWER
 ★ WOOD FLOORS    CONVERSIONS
 ★ GRANITE ★ MEET ADA STANDARDS
 ★ CULTURED MARBLE ★ SAFETY GRIP BARS
 ★ PLUMBING ★ COMPLETE REMODELS

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates

281-481-1022
281-235-8073

INVESTOR BUYS...
 • HOUSES (AS IS)

 • ACREAGE & LOTS

 • STRIP CENTERS

 • FARMS & RANCHES

 • COMMERCIAL, +

CALL... #713-540-1313

BENCHMARK
ASSET MANAGEMENT

Sandra & Laura Yandell, LLC
“The Sold Team”

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING A HOME…

CALL:
“THE SOLD TEAM!”

 281-464-SOLD (7653)

★BRIDGEGATE - Great 3-2.5-2 W/ Gameroom Or 4th   
 Bedroom! Both Formals, Huge Master Suite, Ceramic Tile,  
 New Carpet, Covered Patio! 
★WINDSWEPT TOWNHOME- Nice 3/2.5/2, Ceramic Tile  
 Throughout 1st Floor, Den W/ Fireplace, Make An Offer! # ALG
★MEADOWS OF CLEAR CREEK- Gorgeous 5-3.5-2,  
 Hardwood Floors, Cermaic Tile, Silestone C-Tops, Both   
 Formals, Cul-de-sac! #PIT
★CLEARBROOK MEADOWS- Fantastic 5-3-2, Formal  
 Dining, Huge Gameroom, Study, Island Kitchen Overlooks  
 Den W/ FP! Super! #AZUR
★KIRKWOOD SOUTH - Lovely 3/2/2, Fresh Paint, New  
 Carpet, Ceramic Tile, Updates Galore, Looks Like New! #WILL

Re/Max Top Realty

In a Challenging Market you Need:

   • A Full time Professional Realtor   
      • Web Exposure • Continuous Advertising    
• Local Presence • Staging/Design Assistance

   • Proven Track Record

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Marvin’s Fence Building
& Repair Service

713-870-3902 Free Estimates
South Belt Businessman & Resident

8-year member of Sagemont Church

Advertise
in the

Leader!

 

AUTOMOTIVE
HANDICAPPED accessible ‘91 
Plymouth van with a scooter. Best 
offer. 281-484-3513. 2-19
WE BUY JUNK CARS, TOP $$$. 
Running or not/ 1994 or newer. 
832-888-8358. 3-5

BUS SERVICE
MS. DEBORAH’S CHILDREN’S 
Bus Service. Pasadena-Clear 
Brook Schools. Before/after 
school, sports practice, Guidance 
Center, Detention Hall. 281-922-
7061. 4-30

CHILD CARE
CHILD CARE/CAREGIVER for 
elderly. School pick up available. 
Your house or mine. Non-smoker, 
Christian lady, Sagemont resident 
30 yrs. References, 281-451-
4214. 2-19

COMPUTER
Southbelt-Data-Systems - Hard 
Drive Data Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, Suite 
120, 281-922-4160. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com. TF

GARAGE SALE
11227 SAGEKING DR.: Off 
Hughes Rd. Sat., Feb. 21, 8 a.m. 
- ?. Moving/garage sale, several 
families. Furniture, clothes, house-
hold, etc. 2-19
11027 KIRKWELL Dr.: Sat., Feb. 
21, 8 a.m. Multi-family; rugs, 
tables, some electronics, coffee 
pot, electric edger, steak knives, 
books, sunglasses, new lipsticks, 
outdoor firepit, more. 2-19

HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED on 
the job or in an automobile acci-
dent? The company doctor or 
insurance company doctor is not 
your doctor. He works for the  
company. In Texas you get to 
choose your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free con-
sultation. 281-481-1623. I will work 
for you. I have been relieving back 
and neck pain for South Belt fami-
lies for over 25 years. I want to be 
your chiropractor. TF                    

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: Experienced asphalt 
tank truck haulers. Excellent pay, 
benefits, free health ins. CDL-A 
w/X End & 1 yr. TT exp. (Call M-F, 
8-5) 800-256-6360. 2-26
ELECTRICIAN SERVICES: Min. 5 
yrs. troubleshooting exp. Health 
ins., vac, holidays, grow with us! 
www.jesco.net/hr/ or emp@jesco.
net. 2-19

MISCELLANEOUS  
SILVER BACH OMEGA TRUMPET 
for sale, $500. Please Call 832-
526-7204 or email for pictures, 
jnr520@sbcglobal.net. TF
MANLIFT, SkyJacker up to 32’. 
$2,000 OBO. 281-481-0389. TF

REAL ESTATE
HOME FOR LEASE: Kirkmont 
area, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, first & 
last month required. Call 281-773-
0101. 2-19
NEED A HOME LOAN? Low 
Scores? Under 640? Low down 
payments & 100% financing avail-
able. Purchase-Refinance-Home 
Equity. Call Today, 281-282-0009. 
www.amerimortgagegroup.com   
 3-12
HOME FOR RENT: Scarsdale/
Astoria area. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 
car garage, first/last month 
required, open backyard, $980/
mo. Call 832-256-5395 leave 
msg. 3-5

SERVICE
PATENTED ANTI-AGING & ener-
gy complex. Immune system 
booster. Guaranteed weight loss 
program. Patent-pending energy 
mix without caffeine. Tim 310-303-
9656. TF
PRESSURE WASHING/ 
Landscaping Service. Sidewalks, 
driveways, fences, brick, & build-
ings. Call for senior citizen dis-
count. Coast to Coast Contractors. 
281-922-1992. TF

STORAGE
BOATS, RV’s, CARS

• Concrete floors 
•  Electricity •  Water 

25’ stall - $65
30’ stall - $80

713-943-7172
11502 Dumas

Support
Leader

Advertisers!

TEXAS TREE TRIMMING                              
832-736-9777

Eric Anthony UHCL1991 • Dobie 1983

•  Re stake Leaning Trees  • Best Trimmer Around
• Removal • Haul Off or City Pick-Up • Trailer Rental 

• Stump Grinding • Minor Roof & Fence Repairs

Local • Quality • Fully Insured

� Oak & Crepe Myrtle Specials, Time is Now!

� Free Gutters Cleaning (no dangerous roofs)

� Senior & Single Parents Discounts

� You Stack It: We Take It Away Trailer 

    Rental.

Free Estimates & Advice

• Serving all Southeast Areas
• Specializing In New and Resale Homes
• Quality Service Award Winning Office
• Se Habla Español

281-481-9000
10914 Fuqua

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

PIENSA COMPRAR o 
vender su casa, aquí esta-
mos para servirles
FORECLOSED HOMES 
are available at VERY 
attractive prices. New loan 
buyers a pre-approval let-
ter to submit offers, cash 
buyers must have proof-
of-funds. Cal must have 
good credit & have l us.
HUD HOME: Clearwood 
Crossing- 10202 Belcamp 
Ct. 3-2-2 On Cul-de-sac 
Lot, Formal Living/Study, 
Den, Gameroom. Built In 
2004. $116,000.
SAGEMEADOW: Sharp 
2 Story 4-2.5-2D + 2 Car 
Carport, Formals, Den, 
Fireplace, Garage 
Currently Being Used As 
Workshop, Covered Patio 
W/ Skylights, Custom 
Stamped Concrete On 
Patio, Walkway & New 
Driveway. $147,000.
SAGEMEADOW: 2 
Story 4-2-2D, Formals, 
Den, FP, Large Bedrooms, 
Covered Patio, Shows 
Pride Of Ownership. 
$145,500.

PASADENA: 1813 
Martha Ln - Corner 3-1.5-2 
W/ Fresh Paint, 
Hardwoods, Central Air/
Heat, Brick Exterior. 
$97,500.
1 ACRE IN LEAGUE 
CITY @ Corner of 
Delesandri & Lawrence 
Rd., Zoned Residential, 
60X30 Pond in Back 
Corner, Survey Available. 
$78,500.
KIRKWOOD: Nice 4-2-2 
Formals, Den, Covered 
Patio, Greenhouse, Great 
Curb Appeal, Most 
Furniture & Appliances 
Included! $117,000.
PASADENA: 1111 
Wilma Lois, Nice 3-2-2 
Formal Living, Large Den, 
Sunroom, Large 
Bedrooms, Updated Air/
Heat, Great Curb Appeal. 
$115,900.
SYCAMORE VALLEY: 
Large 3-2-2 W/ French 
Doors From Living Room 
To Den, Vaulted Ceilings, 
Beautiful Fireplace, Walk-
in Closets. Possible Owner 
Finance Or New Loan. 
$123,500.

SAGEMONT: Beautiful 
4-2-2 On Corner W/ 
Formals, Den, FP, 
Cathedral Ceiling, Pergo 
Floors In Entry, Den, 
Master, Hallway, Kitchen 
& Breakfast Area, Large 
Extra Room, Oversized 8’ 
Deeper Garage. 
$124,500.
LA PORTE: 3/2/4CP On 
Over 1/3 Acre, Den, W/ 
Fireplace, Cathedral 
Ceiling, Cozy Screened 
Porch Patio, Garage 
Converted to Rec. & 
Laundry Room, 2,644 sq. 
ft. per Seller. $120,000.
GULF FREEWAY 
OAKS: Charming 3-1-2D 
With 2 Living Areas, 
Hardwoods In Bedrooms, 
Washer,  Dryer, 
Refr igerator Stay. 
$90,000.
THINKING OF SELLING? 
Chances are you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised at the 
value of your home. Call 
today & ask for our FREE 
estimate of your property’s 
value! 

PENDING

SOLD

Thinking Of Selling??… Call for our FREE 
ESTIMATE OF YOUR PROPERTY’S VALUE!
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SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8
3 Weeks for $21

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood for over 23 years.

• Radio Dispatched
• 7 Day Service
• FREE Estimates On New Amana Equipment
       Visit Our Show Room & See Quality

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

281-484-1818
12060 Beamer

TACLB1954

GET IT TODAY!

Almeda
Paint Co.

Interior, Exterior painting, 
sheetrock repair, pressure 

washing, front door refinishing

Free Estimates
Call David

281 481-0114

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley
’76 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Great
 Prices!

281-481-9683

MPL-19638
Commercial  •  Industrial  •  Residential

Sewer & Drain Cleaning, Emergency Water Leak Repairs, 
Toilet  Repair or Replacement, Garbage Disposal Installation, 

Backflow Certification & Repair, Gas Testing, 
Water Heater Repair or Replacement 

Marcus Gonzales 
Construction

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed 

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

 TECL #17205
Low Rates

281-482-9180

CENTURION 
ELECTRIC COMPANY

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  A/C 

CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

Primary Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Complete Plumbing  •  Repair Service  •  Jet Out Sewers

713-643-7228
ML 17449

Se Habla Espanol
All Major Credit Cards Accepted ~

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 8069

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

BOOKKEEPING

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill
MPL#20628

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

Repair - Servicing
 • All Brands
 • 35 Years Sears Exp.

★ Best Service ★ 

★ Best Price ★
Call Jack

281-286-0907

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Repairs

Additions • Pool Fill-ins • Etc.
WE ARE INSURED

Office 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us
We also do hauling.

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS
Repair & Remodeling

Guaranteed Quality Work • Bonded & Insured
Flood Damage & Insurance Claims

 ROOFING HARDI-PLANK
 SHEETROCK CONCRETE    
 KITCHENS PAINTING    
 BATHROOMS CARPENTRY 
 POWER WASHING FLOORS

  281-484-8121

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Pressure Washing

• Hardy Plank Installation
• Fencing

References Available
Free Estimates

281-773-3991 • 281-481-0428

Greater Houston Remodeling
              and Handy Man Service

• Room Additions • Concrete Drives 
• Decks • Patios • Kitchen & Bath 
• Home Maintenance • Floorings 

 •Hardy Board • 
All “Honey Do’s” list

Call John: 281-630-0011             34 Yrs Exp.

For additional SERVICE advertisers, see Page 4B

Heating & Air
Conditioning

713-649-2665
www.coolaidservices.com

                                              33 Years South Belt Resident               TACLA 000313C

$45 Heat
InspectionS

P
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SALES ★ SERVICE ★ INSTALLATION
7 Day Service ★ No Overtime

AIR CONDITIONING 
& HEATING SERVICE

100% Financing Available For Qualified Buyers

12 Months No Interest! No Payment! 

Hayden Cooling & 
Heating Service, Inc.

281-481-3914  
TACLB4351C

Hayden Cooling & 
Heating Service, Inc.

Furnace Safety
Inspections

* Some Limitations Apply

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

SHEETROCK

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

We
    Do

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

BATHROOM REMODELING
WATER DAMAGE REPAIR

• CERAMIC TILE • PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING
• SEAMLESS GUTTERS • CROWN MOULDING

• ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • GENERAL HOME REPAIRS 
• SHEET ROCK • PRESSURE WASH • HARDI BOARD

                   Area References  –  Insured
                  Jim Elder • 281-484-2685

                    E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

STORM REPAIR
LOCALLY OWNED / OPERATED • EXTERIOR / INTERIOR

• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
TRCC# 16152 • REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

Office 281-464-7156
Cell 713-530-0833

Located in the South Belt area  
J.R. Gibbs, Owner           TECL# 19197

Lighthouse Electric

A & M DRYWALL
• Sheetrock • Painting • Demolition • Tile • Fences

Call for a Free Estimate 281-642-2939
Alvaro Bravo

✓ Sink, Yard Drain and 
Sewer Stoppage

✓ Faucet, Water & Gas Leaks

✓ Pipe Breaks

✓ Back Flow Preventers

✓ Remodeling Tubs 
& Showers

✓ Water Heaters, Garbage
Disposals, Toliets 
& Fixtures

Help is on
the way!

$30 off
any service repair

713.747.HELP (4357)
www.JarrellPlumbing.com
3300 BINGLE ROAD • HOUSTON, TX 77055

MPL #17249 License Plumbers  |  Direct Energy, LP (PUCT License #10040)

Some restrictions apply. Not valid with any other sale or promotion. Trip fee not included.

Direct Energy* and the Energy Bolt Design are trademarks of Direct Energy Marketing Limited

TSI Services, LLC
ROOFING

832-597-7381
Home & Commercial Roofi ng

New Roofs - Reroofs - Repairs - Remodeling
Composition - Metal - Flat Roofs Modifi ed Torch Downs

FREE ESTIMATES
24 YEARS EXPERIENCE • High Wind Certifi cation Avail.

Credit Cards Accepted
Servicing the Entire “South East” Houston Area

Call Tom at 832-597-7381

Duke’s Remodeling & Wood Fencing
Painting, Sheetrock, Texture, Pressure Wash, Carpentry, 

Siding, Roofi ng, Framing, Decking, Cabinets
Free Estimates

832-563-9321  •Se Habla Español•  713-991-6263

YARD SAND
Wesson Sand Co., Inc.

Delivered/Picked-Up
South Belt: 281-431-0609
Yard Sand & Top Soil

Locations in 
Pearland & Texas City

COAST TO COAST CONTRACTORS 
Offi ce 281-922-1992 & Fax 281-922-6017 

Roofi ng • Sheetrock • Cabinets • Fences 
 Painting/Custom Painting • Tile  • Pressure
Washing Driveways/Sidewalks • Landscaping

Licensed & Insured

KPG Custom Builders LLC
Commercial - Residential - Remodeling

WWW.KPGCUSTOMBUILDERS.COM

Local and Family Owned since 1980

References available

(281)484-8270
(713)898-7312

Specializing in room additions, kitchens, baths, fl oor-

ing, and garage renovations.

Ask us about our “Man Cave” designs!!!

JIM GREEN

REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathtubs • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Cabinets, Etc. • Theater Rooms • Doors • Trim - All Types

281-642-4340      Free Estimates

CARPENTER
★  SHEETROCK  ★  CARPENTRY REPAIRS

★  DOORS  ★  PAINTING ★  FLOORS
★  ROTTEN WOOD ★  ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-941-0847

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Old-Fashioned Service

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 281-488-3361

ALAN’S PAINTING &
CARPENTRY SERVICE

All Home Repairs • Rotten Wood • Doors • Fence • Etc.

713-515-3781
Payment Plan - Barter SystemPayPal Available

SAVE A BUCK
Call For Our Price

Father & Son
Owned & Operated

Since 1976
Windstorm/Insured
Free Estimates

281-894-7827

ALL STAR
ROOFING

CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”
Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

Lic # 2567
Master Electrician- Call Joe @

713-302-5742 OR 713-384-9851
Senior

Citizens
Discount

PLUMBING
“If it’s Leaking Call Eakin”

❖ SVC & Repair Specialists
❖ Alvin & Surrounding Areas

❖ Licensed & Insured - #MPL 3788

EAKIN

713.540.3215

$10 Off
Any

Repair

DECK TECH FENCES
www.DeckTechFences.com

713-530-8758
99% of our fences withstood Hurricane Ike

TRUELINE FENCE
Repair / Replacement

281-481-6603
Tom Ferguson • U of H Class ‘84

TEXAS TREE TRIMMING & FENCES & DECKS
“We make your home look beautiful”

Free Estimates 832-736-9777

We use superior wood & supplies.
Custom Available Pine/Cedar & Cypress wood “The Best”
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Varsity baseball openers
Tuesday, Feb. 24: Dobie hosts Friendswood, 
Maguire Field, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 24: Brook at Cy-Woods, 6:30 p.m.

Feb. 26-28: Dobie varsity at Angleton tourn., 
TBA

Feb. 26-28: Brook at La Porte tourn., TBA

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 If last season’s rough 3-9 
run through district play can 
be attributed primarily to a 
spreading case of seniori-
tis, things ought to be much 
different for Clear Brook’s 
varsity baseball team.
 Yes, there are seniors 
on the 2009 roster. In fact, 
there are 11 of them. Many 
of those seniors are being 
counted on to play well as 
the Wolverines look to make 
the playoffs.
 Ah, but if Clear Brook is 
to be truly successful this 
season, as in making the 
playoffs, seven underclass-
men will also contribute 
quite a bit.
 Longtime head coach 
Russell Ferrell understands 
the uniqueness of his situa-
tion. He has to fi gure out a 
way to mix and match the 
proper pieces in order to 

create a winner.
 In 2008, that simply 
didn’t happen. The roster 
was dominated by seniors, 
many of whom had played 
exceptionally well in 2007 
as the team did make the 
playoffs.
 Last season, though, was 
a washout. The Wolverines 
won just nine overall games 
and three of 12 in district 
play. 
 Clear Brook did not hit 
very well, but the pitching 
and defense were worse. 
Now, Ferrell and the troops 
have moved on faster than 
TiVo wipes away commer-
cials.
 “We had a great offsea-
son, and I’m really hopeful 
that translates into some-
thing solid,” Ferrell said. 
 “I do think we are going 
to be better late in the sea-
son simply because we are 
going to be asking so many 

Varsity baseball 2009
Brook to blend youthful talent, veterans in climb to top

young players to contrib-
ute.
 “Our schedule is tough 
in nondistrict play, and our 
district is tough every night. 
We may take some lumps 
early, but I really think we 
are going to play very well 
at times.”
 Winning baseball begins 
with strong pitching. The 
Wolverines have plenty of 
candidates at hand. 
 Sophomores Ryan Vrug-
gink and Keaton Miller 
have jumped to the head of 
the class. 
 In fact, Ferrell said Vrug-
gink wound up being the 
team’s best varsity perform-
er as a freshman in 2008.
 The two sophomores are 
likely to throw a lot of in-
nings, but Ferrell is also 
counting on a senior group 
that includes Michael Skiba, 
Colton Cromer, Erik White 
and Alex Kuhn as well as 

sophomore Kris Templin.
 “I think I can trust all of 
those guys out there on the 
mound,” Ferrell said. 
 “You have to be able to 
throw strikes but keep the 
ball out of the middle of the 
plate most of the time. If we 
do that as a group, I think 
all of those guys can have 
some success.”
 And when they  aren’t 
pitching, several of those 
players will be scattered 
about the infi eld. Vrug-
gink can play fi rst base, and 
Templin will also see time 
behind the plate. Miller is a 
third baseman.
 Sophomore Matt Heidt 
and Mike Anzaldua, a se-
nior, are likely to man the 
middle infi eld positions, but 
Ferrell has yet to decide just 
which players will play the  
respective spots. 
 Sophomore Andrew Phu 
and Stephen Sims, a se-

nior, could also fi gure in the 
mix.
 As for the outfi eld, senior 
D.J. Julks will get a good 
look in center fi eld.  
 The corner outfi eld slots 
will be fi lled by a combi-
nation of players that will 
include seniors Lane Berry 
and Max Layne as well as 
Derek Montag, a freshman 
who can also catch.
 Ferrell is also anticipat-
ing the return of junior Mi-
chael Donavan, one of the 
team’s top power hitters.  
 Donavan suffered a hand 
injury just prior to the start 
of preseason workouts. His 
return may not come until 
the Wolverines are in dis-
trict play.
 Clear Brook’s varsity 
roster includes 20 players, 
and most, if not all, of them 
are going to get a chance to 
prove they deserve a key 
role. In fact, Ferrell is bank-

ing on it.
 “We only have two ju-
niors on the roster, and the 
rest are either underclass-
men or seniors,” Ferrell 
said. “That’s not by design 
but just sometimes the way 
things play out.”
 Because the District 
24-5A lineup includes the 
likes of Brazoswood, Alvin, 
Clear Creek, Clear Lake and 
the Wolverines, it’s next to 
impossible to declare play-
off competitors at this time. 
However, Brazoswood met 
Alvin in the regional quar-
terfi nals last season, with 
Alvin winning.
 Brazoswood has the most 
experience coming back, 
says Ferrell. Alvin lost three 
top players, including one 
who signed a pro contract. 
Right now, Ferrell believes 
Brazoswood is the team 
to beat, but Alvin is right 
there, too.

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 The path to the varsity 
baseball playoffs in District 
22-5A will again be bumpy,  

but the Dobie Longhorns 
are intent on getting there.
 If senior leadership and 
plenty of experience come 
into play, the Longhorns 

After playoff miss, revamped Dobie eyes comeback year
could be on their way to 
something special.
 Head coach Roy Grant is 
excited about the prospects 
of the season as he looks to 

get his program past what 
was a disappointing fi nish a 
season ago.
 A key loss to Sam Ray-
burn down the stretch 
proved to be the dagger 
that knocked the Longhorns 
from the playoffs. A crush-
ing loss to La Porte on the 
fi nal day of the regular sea-
son meant little as the Long-
horns had already been ex-
cluded from the postseason.
 But all of the records 
have now been wiped clean. 
Things are about to begin 
anew. 
 La Porte and 22-5A new-
comer Pearland appear to 
be the teams to beat, at least 
on paper. 
 Memorial and Deer Park 
should again be good but 
may take a step back after 
heavy graduation losses in 
2008. The mystery team is 
Dobie.
 Can the Longhorns play 
well enough in all phases 
of the game to win consis-
tently? When the pitching 

is good and the defense 
solid, will the hitting come 
around? When the bats de-
liver the runs, can the pitch-
ing and defense hold up?
 Grant thinks so. Seniors 
Daniel Sawyer and Cody 
Priest, the projected No. 1 
and No. 2 starters, are both 
back for their third full sea-
son at the varsity level. 
 Priest and Derrick Mur-
ray, the team’s third base-
man and top relief candi-
date, have played portions 
of four seasons at the var-
sity level.
 Shortstop Aris Adame is 
another third-year perform-
er with the big club. The key 
will be getting production 
both offensively and defen-
sively from everywhere.
 It all starts with Dobie’s 
pitching. Sawyer led the dis-
trict in strikeouts last season 
as a junior and should have 
a big season. 
 Priest pitched some as 
a starter but primarily as a 
reliever in 2008. Murray, 

meanwhile, tossed a few in-
nings here and there, mostly 
in nondistrict play. 
 Grant is also going to 
take a look at guys like 
Adame, Sam Grant and 
Mike Medina, a junior. 
 Grant is the team’s lone 
left-handed option on the 
mound and will see most of 
his time at fi rst base. 
 Adame and Medina will 
be pitching at the varsity 
level for the fi rst time. It’s a 
solid group, but it’s a group 
that has to perform well for 
the Longhorns to reach their 
goals.
 “Overall, it’s a good 
group,” Grant said. 
 “Obviously, Sawyer goes 
in as the No. 1 guy starting 
the season. Priest is proba-
bly No. 2, but Murray could 
also land in that spot. 
 “Ideally we would have 
Sawyer and Priest starting 
and Murray coming in as a 
reliever maybe to fi nish off 
a game. 
 “But some of those other 

Dobie opens track and fi eld season at Deer Park – even as rain comes down, ending meet

Dobie Longhorns
Head coach: Roy Grant

2008 record: 11-16, 6-8 in district

Key returnees: Daniel Sawyer, pitcher (Sr.), Cody Priest, 
outfi elder/pitcher (Sr.), Derrick Murray, infi elder (Sr.), Aris 
Adame, infi elder (Sr.)

Why the team will succeed: Realistically, Dobie has as much 
experience as any team in the district.

Clear Brook Wolverines
Head coach: Russell Ferrell

2008 record: 9-15, 3-9 in district

Key returnees: Ryan Vruggink, pitcher (Soph.), Lane Berry, 
outfi elder, (Sr.), Mike Anzaldua, infi elder (Sr.).

Why the team will succeed: Ferrell is blending a solid core of 
underlcassmen with several seniors who have experience in 
an attempt to bounce back from a rough 2008.

 “I think us, Clear Creek 
and Clear Lake will even-
tually battle it out for the 
other two playoff spots,” 
Ferrell said. 
 “Truthfully, Brazoswood 
is the one team that has a 
chance to just run away 
with the district title. Alvin 
should also be good. 

 “It’s going to come down 
to beating the other teams 
twice. But Galveston Ball 
had a freshman pitcher 
(Rodolfo Macias) last year 
who threw gas. He has to 
be throwing really hard this 
year. When he’s pitching, 
they should be tough.
 “Our district is always 

tough. I can say right now 
that we will face Shawn 
Blackwell, Clear Creek’s 
No. 1 pitcher, when district 
play starts (March 17).  
 “From there, it will be a 
battle. I think in the end we 
can be right there. Last sea-
son is behind us. We can be 
very good.”  

Clear Brook head coach Russell Ferrell (left) and lead-off hitter Mike Anzaldua 
follow the action at home plate during a scrimmage game. Both are looking for a 
bounce-back season from the Wolverines in 2009.

guys will get a chance, too. 
We have a lot of tourna-
ment games, so by the time 
district play gets here we 
should know who we can 
count on.”
 Behind the plate, the 
Longhorns will go with 
youth as Justin Eckols, a 
sophomore, will start open-
ing day. Joseph Gutierrez, 
who is slated to play right 
fi eld, is the back-up catcher 
entering the season.
 Catcher will be a big spot 
for Dobie after the loss of 
fi rst team all-district player 
Asai Adame. 
 He wasn’t always con-
sistent at the plate, but Asai 
Adame was a terrifi c defen-
sive catcher for three sea-
sons. 
 Eckols, like many of his 
teammates, has shown tal-
ent in the Sagemont-Bev-
erly Hills Little League and 
on the select scene. Now, he 
gets his chance at the var-
sity level.
 Grant will play fi rst base 
with Aris Adame at short-
stop and Murray handling 
third base. The lone infi eld 
newcomer is second base-
man Josh Bergeron.
 “We have three starters 
back in the infi eld,” Grant 
said. “That’s a great thing to 
have. Bergeron had a great 
summer and then played 
well in the fall at second 
base. 
 “He’s shown so far that 
he can handle it. We’re 
looking for steady defense 
at second base, and any-

thing else is gravy.”
 Players who will play re-
serve roles include Quinten 
Edwards at fi rst base and 
Andrew Williams, who can 
play either third base or sec-
ond base. 
 Edwards, if he produces 
well at the plate, could be 
the team’s designated hitter.
 In the outfi eld, Grant 
foresees a rotation that in-
cludes Daniel Lopez in cen-
ter fi eld, Gutierrez in right 
fi eld and either Priest or 
Aaron Kutra in left fi eld. 
 Kutra, a junior who 
missed much of last season 
after a preseason hand in-
jury, is a left-handed hitter 
who has a chance to play a 
special role.
 “The ball just jumps off 
Kutra’s bat,” Grant said. 
“He’s a left-handed hit-
ter with some pop. If he 
can have a big season, we 
should be very good.”
 In Lopez, the Longhorns 
have a great defensive out-
fi elder who will be asked to 
use his speed at the plate to 
set the table for the power 
hitters. 
 Sawyer, the team’s top 
pitcher, could also see more 
at bats after showing some 
power in the scrimmages.
 The Longhorns’ roster 
will include several more 
players during tournament 
play, but Grant plans to car-
ry as few as 13 players on 
the varsity roster once dis-
trict play begins.
 He simply wants to give 
some of the veterans as 

well as some of the younger 
players a chance to prove 
what they can do. If every-
one plays to their capabilli-
ties, Dobie should be tough 
to handle.
 Fellow Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District 
teams like South Houston, 
Sam Rayburn and Pasadena 
may not be highly spoken of 
in terms of the playoffs.
 But in 2008, Dobie was 
one of those teams that 
found out just what can 
happen when a team is tak-
en lightly.
 Dobie survived a home 
win against Sam Rayburn 
in the fi rst round of district 
play but then lost in the sec-
ond round of district action.
 “South Houston and Pas-
adena each have one good 
pitcher, so one day a week 
at least they are going to be 
tough,” Grant said. “Sam 
Rayburn is one of those 
teams that will battle and 
battle.”
 A potential early trap 
will come in the 22-5A 
opener for Dobie. The game 
is March 16, the fi rst offi cial 
day of the spring break holi-
day in the district.
 “Our district is going 
to be tough every game,” 
Grant predicted. “Memorial 
lost most of its pitching, but 
they have four great hitters 
in their lineup. In my mind, 
La Porte and Pearland will 
also be good. We have the 
capability to be right there. 
We just have to go out and 
play  well.”

Back for a third season at shortstop, Aris Adame (above) is one of several Long-
horns who give the team valuable experience as it attempts to get back to the play-
offs this season. Adame joins an infi eld that includes four-year letterman Derrick 
Murray at third base.

Dobie 4x100 relay members Chili Montgomery (left) 
and Tieres Franks exchange the baton during the 
team’s appearance at the Jim Kethan Relays in Deer 
Park Feb. 14. 

Below, Longhorns’ 4x100-meter relay boys’ team-
mates Anthony Phillips (left) and Andrew Robinson 
pass the baton during the festivities at the Jim Ke-
than Relays in Deer Park. At right, Dobie’s Monique 
Anderson makes the turn for the fi nish line during 
the 4x100. Both Dobie teams will continue early sea-
son action at the Pasadena Independent School Dis-
trict’s Brown Relays Feb. 20 at Auxiliary Stadium.                     

Photos by Anita Porche´ Garcia

 Rain wound up getting 
the upper hand over the 
respective track and fi eld 
teams at the Jim Kethan Re-
lays in Deer Park Feb. 14.
 But many of the prelimi-
nary events were completed, 
and the Dobie teams came 
away pleased.
 In boys’ competition, 
Dobie’s Sammie Davis took 
third in the triple jump, 
earning a distance of 41 
feet, eight inches.
 Varsity girls’ coach Tina 
Knight-Gray was particu-
larly excited with how her 
squad performed on the 
track.
 “The 4x100-meter rleay 
team (Chili Montgomery, 
Kiara Harris, Tieres Franks 
and Monique Anderson) 
had the fastest time going 
into the fi nals,” Knight-
Gray said.
 “Our newcomer fresh-
man, Charity Knight, had 
the second-fastest time in 
the 100-meter dash  and 
Harris was third.”
 Knight-Gray added that 
Anderson and Montgom-
ery along with Knight made 
their way to the fi nal in the 
200. Senior Keyah King 
qualifi ed in the 400.
 “I was really disap-
pointed that the meet was 
stopped, but hopefully we 
will compete as well at the 
Brown Relays (Feb. 20 at 
Auxiliary Stadium).”

Sam Pitts, a hurdler on Dobie’s varsity team, ran well 
in his event before the rain began to fall at the Jim Ke-
than Relays in Deer Park Feb. 14. The meet was called 
off before many of the running event fi nals.


