
Heavy trash scheduled
 Junk waste will be picked up Thursday, 
Feb. 18, for city of Houston residents living 
north of Beltway 8. Residents south of the 
beltway are scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 25. 
For more information, call 3-1-1.

Lion band parents meet
 There will be a meeting on Monday, Feb. 
22, at 7:30 pm in the cafeteria for all band 
parents.  Band parents are asked to attend to 
discuss the May 2010 San Antonio trip. Buy- 
outs, as well as fundraising information will 
be discussed at this meeting for band students 
attending the May trip.  Don’t miss this very 
important meeting.  For more information, 
please contact Liz Beltran at 832-577-1732 or 
email to beltran075@hotmail.com 

Library events scheduled
 The following events are scheduled for the 
Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale:
 Movie Madness is Thursday, Feb. 18, at 4 
p.m. Call the library at 281-484-2036 for fea-
ture title.
 The Friends of the Parker Williams Library 
will meet to discuss ways to support the 
Parker Williams Library on Monday, Feb. 22, 
at 9 a.m.
 AARP volunteers will provide free income 
tax assistance every Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Call the library for more information.
 After school craft time for ages 5 and up is 
Thursday, Feb. 25, at 4 p.m. Free tickets are 
required.
 Family storytime is Tuesday at 7 p.m. Pre-
schooler storytime is Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. 
Toddler time is Thursday at 10 and 11:15 a.m.

Dobie yearbooks on sale
 The deadline to order a 2010 Dobie year-
book is Feb. 26. There are a limited number of 
books still available that will be sold on a first-
come, first-served basis. To purchase a year-
book, go to www.smart-pay.com or order 
directly through the school by e-mailing jsw 
enson@pasadenaisd.org. The books are $65 
and will be delivered on campus in May.

K of C hosts fish fry
 The Knights of Columbus Council 9201 is 
serving fried catfish dinners during Lent at St. 
Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church Fridays, 
Feb. 19, Feb. 26, March 5, March 12, March 
19 and March 26. Each dinner consists of a 
catfish fillet, fries, hush puppies, cole slaw, 
corn on the cob and iced tea. Soft drinks and 
desserts will be available.
 One- and two-piece dinners can be pur-
chased, dine in or take out. Dinners will be 
served from 5 until 7 p.m. in the parish hall at 
11011 Hall Road.
 All money raised will be used for scholar-
ships and other local community charitable 
projects. The public is invited. For more infor-
mation, call 832-444-4958.

Thompson holds garage sale 
 The Thompson eighth-grade dance com-
mittee will hold a garage sale Saturday, Feb. 
20, from 8 a.m. to noon at the school. From 11 
a.m. to noon, everything will be $1 a bag. The 
sale will benefit the eighth-grade dance. 
 Donations are currently being accepted. 
 To make a donation, call Wendy Childs at 
281-685-6135, Grace Garcia at 832-526-5465, 
or Dorlene Salas at 713-823-7750.

2nd Fridays at Cokesbury
 The children’s ministry at Cokesbury 
United Methodist Church will roll out a great 
new program for South Belt area families. 
Every second Friday, a free, kid-centered 
activity will be offered. At 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 
26, children and parents will cook up easy 
treats in the Cokesbury kitchen.
 All children ages 4 through 11 are welcome 
to participate. Complimentary childcare will 
be provided for ages 3 and under in Cokesbury’s 
Early Childhood Development Center.
 For more information, contact Alison 
Myers, director of children’s ministry, at 281-
484-9243 or  children@cumchouston.org.

Wood Meadow II meets
 The Wood Meadow II homeowners board 
will be meeting Feb. 23, in the Parker Williams 
Library meeting room at 6:30 p.m.
 The annual meeting is also approaching, 
and there is a vacancy on the board that needs 
to be filled. Homeowners wishing to run for 
the position must have a zero balance and no 
open deed restrictions. Gift cards will be raf-
fled to attending homeowners.

Area youth concert at BHI
 The first invitational choral festival spon-
sored by the Bay Area Youth Singers will be 
held Thursday, Feb. 18, at 7:30 p.m. at Beverly 
Hills Intermediate School, 11111 Beamer 
Road. The elementary choirs of Wedgewood 
in Friendswood and South Belt in Pasadena 
will join the Bay Area Youth Singers in per-
forming songs ranging from folk to classical 
to show tunes. The performance is free, and 
the public is invited. Longtime Dobie choral 
director, Deborah Tidwell, is the artistic direc-
tor of the Bay Area Youth Singers. For infor-
mation, visit www.bayareayouthsingers.org or 
call 832-425-2329.
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 City of Houston City Councilmember Mike 
Sullivan will host a Capital Improvement Proj-
ect meeting Thursday, Feb. 25, at J. Frank Dobie 
High School, 10220 Blackhawk. Sign in begins 
at 6 p.m., with the CIP presentation beginning 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. 
 The community is invited to attend and visit 
with representatives from various City of Hous-
ton departments as they present upcoming proj-
ects for District E. 
 A question-and-answer session will then fol-
low, allowing constituents an opportunity for in-
put in the process.
 Sullivan encourages residents to attend and 
show their support for upcoming projects sched-
uled in their respective communities.  

County to install turn lanes

Sullivan to host CIP meeting
 “These annual CIP meetings give residents 
the forum to voice their thoughts and ideas on 
current and future CIP projects,” Sullivan said. 
“It is also a great time for citizens to see their 
local government hard at work and see how their 
tax dollars are being spent.”
 CIP requests are being accepted through the 
City of Houston’s 3-1-1 Service Help Line or via 
the Internet at https://webintake.houstontx.gov/
web_intake/Controller.
 For more information on the current FY 2010-
2014 budget and projects visit http://www.hous-
tontx.gov/cip/index.html. 
 Contact Sullivan’s offi ce at 832.393.3008 or 
by e-mail at districte@cityofhouston.net with 
any questions.

  Harris County is currently accepting bids to 
construct a left-turn lane at Blackhawk and Belt-
way 8, heading west toward Highway 288.
 The county originally studied the intersec-
tion at the request of the Leader and members of 
the Harris County Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce, 
both of which were seeking that a right-hand 
turn lane that headed toward the Gulf Freeway 
be constructed instead. 
 However, after studying the intersection, 
county offi cials deemed that a left-hand turn lane 
would be more benefi cial at reducing traffi c at 

the congested intersection.
 Original plans called for the county to con-
struct the left-turn lane, then do additional studies 
to see if a right-turn lane might still be needed.  
 Following months of complications, however, 
Harris County Precinct 1 Commissioner El Fran-
co Lee has agreed to construct the right-turn lane 
once the left-turn lane has been completed.
 County offi cials are hopeful work will begin 
by the end of this month. Once started, construc-
tion should take roughly three months to com-
plete.

South Belt cookoff 
back at EFL Park
  The South Belt Spectacular Cookoff will be 
returning to the South Belt community this year, 
set to take place Thursday, April 15, through Sat-
urday, April 17, at El Franco Lee Park, 9400 Hall 
Road.
 Now in its 14th year, the annual event has 
been held at Tom Bass Park at Beltway 8 and 
Cullen the past three years due to ongoing con-
struction at its original El Franco Lee location.
 The event is the sole fundraiser for the annual 
Fourth of July fi reworks display at El Franco Lee 
Park. Last year, organizers were forced to hold 

a second cookoff in June to fi nance the show, as 
heavy rains diminished sales. Last year’s event 
drew 86 cooking teams. 
 At press time, however, it was uncertain 
how many spots will be available for this year’s 
cookoff, as cooking teams which have partici-
pated before have fi rst dibs on available spaces.
 A silent auction will also take place on Satur-
day. Past auction items included a ride on a fi re 
engine and the chance to name an area street.
 For more information or to donate auction 
items, contact Linda Arnone at 281-484-4325.

An ambulance from the Houston Fire Department’s Station 29 was involved in a major 
accident Wednesday, Feb. 17, at roughly 4 p.m. at the intersection of Sabo and Fuqua. 
According to Houston police, a paramedic riding in the ambulance was injured in the col-
lision and was taken to an area hospital. At press time, his condition was unknown. The 
Leader appreciates the multiple phone calls from residents alerting it of the accident.   

Photo by David Flickinger   

Ambulance crashes

Chamber banquet set for Feb. 25
  The 26th annual South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce banquet will take place on 
Thursday, Feb. 25, at the Golfcrest Country 
Club, 2509 Country Club Drive in Pearland.
 Titled, An Evening of Amore, this year’s event 
will feature candlelit Italian cuisine.
 The Citizen of the Year and Chamber Member 
of the Year awards will be presented at the ban-

quet. 
 The event will also include the introduction of 
all 2010 chamber offi cers and directors.
 The reception begins at 6:15 p.m. with dinner 
being served at 7 p.m.
 Tickets are $50 per person. 
 For more information or to purchase tickets, 
call the chamber at 281-481-5516.

Construction halts Fuqua, Beamer through July
  Drivers traveling on Fuqua at Beamer have 
encountered traffi c delays recently, as construc-
tion is under way at the intersection to replace 
water lines.
 The 72-inch water line that runs under the 
eastbound lanes of Fuqua between Beamer and 
Stover is in the process of being replaced as part 
of the Capital Improvement Plan for the City of 
Houston. 
 According to Alvin Wright, representative of 

the Public Works and Engineering Department, 
the city is placing the new water line while the 
older one is still operating.
 While construction is being done, Fuqua has 
temporarily been reduced to two lanes at the in-
tersection, and left turns south onto Beamer have 
been prohibited.
 Once the construction is completed, the lines 

Deputies battle drugs, burglary
  Deputies from the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce have kept busy as of late deal-
ing with crimes ranging from drug possession to 
disorderly conduct.
 On Saturday, Feb. 13, Deputies Lance Willis 
and Dwayne Pacifi co were dispatched at 1:20 
a.m. to a fast food restaurant in the 10900 block 
of Scarsdale, where a driver had reportedly fallen 
asleep while in the drive-through lane.
 Upon contacting the driver, Eric Michaud, 
the deputies discovered him to be intoxicated. 
A subsequent search of Michaud’s vehicle also 
yielded a small amount of marijuana.
 Michaud, 27, was arrested and charged with 
DWI and possession of marijuana.
 Two days later on Monday, Feb. 15, Willis was 
dispatched at 3:15 p.m. to Kirkville near Black-
hawk, where two juvenile females were engaged 
in a fi ght.
 One of the girls, an unnamed 15-year-old, was 
cited for disorderly conduct.
 This marked the third week in a row that Do-
bie students have reportedly been fi ghting after 
school.
 Pacifi co, along with Deputies Jason Curry and 
Phillip Askew, was dispatched Sunday, Feb. 7, 
to a residence in the 10100 block of Sageyork, 
where a burglary was in progress.
 Upon their arrival, the deputies found Jerry 
Roque inside the home’s garage. Roque, 35, was 
arrested and charged with burglary of a habita-
tion. 

Burglary suspects sought
 The constable’s offi ce is seeking the public’s 
help in identifying multiple suspects wanted in 
connection to recent burglaries in the South Belt 
area.

 According to Precinct 2 Sgt. Zerick Guinn, 
a witness reported seeing two white Chevrolet 
pickup trucks loaded with pallets of building 
supplies Thursday, Feb. 4, at roughly the same 
time similar items were taken from the Southeast 
Volunteer Fire Department’s new station that is 
currently under construction.
 The vehicles, described as mid-2000 models, 
were last seen traveling east on Scarsdale near 
the new station before heading north on Beamer. 
One of the two drivers is described as being a 
Hispanic male in his mid-40s.
 Witnesses have also reported seeing a white 
Chevrolet Tahoe that may have been used in 
home burglaries in both the Clear Brook Mead-
ows and College Place subdivisions.
 The driver of the vehicle is described as be-
ing a thin black male in his mid-20s. The vehicle 
is described as being between a 2000 and 2005 
model.
 The constable’s offi ce is also seeking three 
suspects involved in a home burglary in the High-
land Meadow subdivision. The three suspects are 
merely described as being Hispanic and traveling 
in a black sport utility vehicle.
 Another home burglary involving three His-
panic suspects occurred in the Clear Brook 
Meadows subdivision. In this instance, the sus-
pects were seen traveling in a Silver Dodge Cara-
van.
 Guinn said all of the robberies happened dur-
ing the day. It is believed the suspects knock on 
the victim’s door before entering to see if anyone 
is home.
 Anyone with information on any of these cas-
es is urged to call the constable’s offi ce at 713-
477-2766.

Mays wins district spelling bee

Eighth-grade Thompson student Alexander Mays won the Pasadena Independent School 
District’s annual spelling bee Monday, Feb. 15, allowing him to advance to the citywide 
Houston PBS Spelling Bee March 27. The winner of that competition will then advance to 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C., to be held June 2 through June 4. 
Mays won the competition by successfully spelling the word, toucan.            Submitted photo

Two area cell phone towers proposed
  The corporation TowerCo has applied to the 
City of Houston Planning and Development De-
partment to construct two separate cellular phone 
towers in the South Belt community. 
 Referred to as monopole communications 
towers, the proposed structures would be lo-
cated at 11341 Hughes Road, adjacent to Sage-
mont Church, and 10005 Fuqua at Mango if ap-
proved.
 City ordinance requires that homeowners liv-
ing within what is referred to as, “residential test 
areas” near the proposed towers be given written 
notice of the construction of the structures.
 A residential test area is defi ned as the 375-
foot radius surrounding a tower the height of 100 
feet or less and the 600-foot radius surrounding a 
tower height of more than 100 feet but not more 
than 150 feet.
 The Hughes Road tower is proposed to stand 
at 120 feet, while the Fuqua tower is proposed to 
stand at 100 feet.
 Residents living within the test areas who be-
lieve the towers will violate any applicable re-
strictions, rules, regulations or ordinances may 
request a hearing before the City of Houston 
Tower Commission. The request is to be made 
in writing to the Planning and Development De-
partment before 2 p.m. Friday, Feb. 19. Copies of 
all supporting documents, instruments or other 
materials that are to be presented at the hearing 
must accompany this request. If a tower com-

plies with the city’s Tower Ordinance, however, 
it must be approved.
 For more information, contact Eric Pietsch at 
713-837-7938 at the city’s Planning and Devel-
opment Department.

  In a time of economic hardship, many Leader 
readers will be happy to know that the March 4 
issue of the paper will be a coupon edition with 
several advertisers promoting special money-
saving opportunities.

Special Leader
set for March 4

will be switched to ensure minimal impact on 
day-to-day life for residents and businesses in 
the area. 
 The construction, which began Dec. 1, is 
scheduled to be complete by September. The 
work at Beamer is scheduled to be complete by 
July, according to Roberto Medina, of the Public 
Works and Engineering Department.
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Davy & Marie Flickinger, owners

Community rallies 
for love
 I was recently reminded what a won-
derful and generous area South Belt is.  
This past Sunday, Feb. l4, our small 
church, Faith Baptist Church located on 
Mango Street, was asked to renew wed-
ding vows for a couple who are members 
of our church. They have been married 
for ten years, and he is waiting for deploy-
ment to Iraq.  
 Because they had limited funds for a 
wedding and reception, church members 
asked for donations from local merchants.  
I am pleased to say that a local florist 
loaned us wedding columns and silk flow-
ers for decorations, and a local hardware 
store donated decorations for the recep-
tion.  We want to thank these merchants 
for making the couple’s celebration so 
beautiful and memorable.  God bless!

Gail Bryant
Meb Weaver

Commercializing 
NASA not good 
  As a strong fiscal conservative, I was 
interested in the president’s proposal to 
turn over much of the work that NASA 
does to “commercial” interest. We all 
know that in almost every case, private 
industry can do things better, faster and 
cheaper than our federal government.  
But with NASA receiving about half of 
1% of the federal budget, I really don’t 
see any big savings to the country.  
Given the fact that these commercial 
interests have never actually launched a 
rocket, I can’t imagine why we would 
even consider letting them launch our 
astronauts into space.
 But there is something to be said for 
cost savings. Under the president’s 
watch, the federal budget has gone out 
of control. So let’s take his plan for NASA 
and implement it where it can really save 

us some money.  I propose that with all of 
the “commercial” airlines flying around 
the world every day that we eliminate the 
U.S. Air Force and turn the job over to 
these commercial interests.  We could 
equip all U.S. airlines with fighter artillery 
and bombs and if a situation breaks out 
somewhere, we can just call on the near-
est airliner to take care of the problem.  
With rising fuel costs, the airlines would 
welcome a little additional revenue.
 The same can be done for the U.S. 
Navy which we can turn over to “com-
mercial” cruise lines.  I’m sure Carnival 
cruise ships could be reconfigured with 
whatever arms would be necessary to 
squelch any illegal activity on the high 
seas. If they got even a little of the Navy’s 
money, they could probably lower the 
cost of their cruises so that all Americans 
could afford to go on a cruise.  
 Let’s completely eliminate the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.  That depart-
ment never really has worked out too 
well.  We’ll turn that work over to the U.S. 
Post Office.  Postal employees go to 
every home, every office and every build-
ing in the country six days a week.  
Postal carriers could be retrained to look 
out for suspicious things and we could 
even give them a few extra canisters of 
mace, should they encounter a danger-
ous situation.
 These cost savings could also be real-
ized by all 50 states by eliminating their 
National Guard Divisions.  We’ll turn that 
activity over to UPS.  The folks in those 
brown trucks are everywhere and we 
could easily equip the trucks with proper 
weaponry for any situation.  Neat thing 
about this idea is that the UPS folks are 
already in uniform.
 By now I think we can all agree that 
the above ideas are a bit foolish, but 
really no more foolish than trying to com-
mercialize NASA’s human space pro-
gram.  Let NASA do what it does best 
and give them the funds they need to 
accomplish that job! David Braun

Deaths

 Russell Frank Ferraro, 78, 
died Feb. 6, 2010. He was 
born Sept. 24, 1931, to Sicilian 
parents, Angelo Ferraro and 
Anna Didio, in Falconer, N.Y.  
He was a longtime South Belt 
resident.
 He had memories of play-
ing with all the children in 
the neighborhood, working 
as a child of the Depression 
picking cherries and apples at 
the local farmers orchards, 
and in the winter sliding 
down his favorite “apple pie 
hill.” 
 As a young adult he and 
his “gumbadis” enlisted in 
the U.S. Army where he was 
stationed in Germany and 
served in Korea. 
 There he was known as  
“The Entertainer,” whose 
stage name was “Johnny 
Rockabye Darro.” He sang, 
told jokes and loved to enter-
tain his fellow soldiers.  
 After the service, Ferraro 
traveled all over the United 
States, settling in Houston in 
1968. There, he married the 
love of his life and raised 
their daughter. He was an 
avid bowler. He enjoyed sing-
ing, entertaining and playing 
the trumpet.  
 Ferraro is survived by his 
wife of 40 years, Lotus 
Ferraro; daughter Carla 
Ferraro Covarrubias and son-
in-law Mario Covarrubias; 
and his “Little Cookie” Iliana 
Covarrubias.
 A memorial Mass was 
held Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 
the Mary Queen Catholic 
Church, with the Rev. 
Benny Thadathilkunnel 
officiating.
 In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the 
American Heart Association, 
P.O. Box 841125, Dallas, 
Texas 75284-1125, in his 
memory.
 Condolences can be sent 
to the Russel Frank Ferraro 
family in care of the Jeter 
Memorial Funeral Home in 
Friendswood at www.jeter 
funeralhome.com.

Anna Evelyn 
Peak

35th ANNUAL

CLEAR LAKE
GEM, MINERAL

and
JEWELRY SHOW

FEB 27-28
Sat 10-6 Sun 10-5

Internet: http://www.clgms.org
Proceeds Benefit Local Schools

PASADENA
CONVENTION CENTER

7902 Fairmont Parkway
FREE PARKING

$1.00 off Adult
ticket with ad

Kids & Scouts      FREE

Youth (12 to 18)    $1.00

Adult                   $5.00

SJC presents Time after Time

San Jacinto College Central’s department of theater and film will present an 
action-packed dramatic thriller Time After Time. The play, adapted from the 
1979 movie of the same name that features Malcolm McDowell, is a story 
about H. G. Wells and a time machine. Time After Time will be staged in 
Slocomb Auditorium, located on the Central campus, 8060 Spencer Hwy., in 
Pasadena. Production dates will be Feb. 19, 20, 26, and 27 at 7:30 p.m.  
There will be two matinee performances  on Feb. 21, and Feb. 28 at 2:30 p.m. 
For price information or to make reservations, call 281-476-1828. Pictured 
are, left to right, H.G. Wells (Matt Rickard of Friendswood) struggles with 
Jack the Ripper (guest artist Nick Weiss of Deer Park) while a policeman 
(Julio Otero of the South Belt area) looks on in horror.

 Anna Evelyn Peak, 87, 
died Feb. 11, 2010, surround-
ed by her family and friends. 
She was a South Belt resi-
dent. 
 Peak was known as Mama 
Peak by her four natural 
grandchildren, Nikolas and 
Dennis Tatsch and Carlin and 
Blake Peak, and the many 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
 Peak had a special affinity 
for children, having taught 
18-month-olds at Sagemont 
Church for decades, before 
finally retiring due to declin-
ing health at age 85.
 Peak was born in Tyler, 
Texas, on June 8, 1922. She 
worked her way through what 
is now the Lily Jolly School 
of Nursing, obtaining her 
R.N. in 1946, establishing a 
lifelong friendship with her 
classmates and especially her 
roommates, Norma and Lor-
ene. She and Sam were mar-
ried Sept. 2, 1948, in Brown-
wood, Texas.
 Nursing was her true call-
ing, and she devoted her life 
to the care of others. Newly 
graduated, she served during 
the aftermath of the great 
Texas City Explosion. As a 
young mother, she moved to 
Iraq and nursed people there 
and established an ex-pat 
Bible school.
 In 1958, Peak escaped the 
Iraqi revolution with two 
young children and a new-
born following an extremely 
difficult pregnancy, all while 
her husband was held hos-
tage for a year. 
 She and Sam promptly 
returned overseas with their 
children and raised them in 
Ponce, Puerto Rico. While 
there, she and Sam served as 
leadership in Ponce Baptist 
Church for 14 years. 
 Peak worked as a school 
nurse at Fort Allan Naval 
Base and helped to nurse her 
neighbors in the rural barrio 
of Quebrada del Agua, despite 
never learning Spanish.
 Returning to Houston in 

Dorothy Helen 
Lowe

Russel Frank 
Ferraro

Harris County offers H.O.M.E.
 The Harris County Com-
munity Services Depart-
ment has offi cially launched 
the much anticipated Home 
Ownership Made Easy pro-
gram. Through the program, 
Harris County has recently 
purchased more than 40 
foreclosed homes, offering 
them to qualifi ed fi rst-time 
buyers at greatly discounted 
prices. While many of those 
homes have either sold or 
have pending offers, Harris 
County Community Services 
continues to purchase homes, 
replenishing the inventory 
weekly. 
 The new H.O.M.E. pro-
gram, funded by a HUD 
Neighborhood Stabiliza-
tion grant, offers foreclosed 
homes for resale to qualifi ed 
families at 20 percent below 
Harris County’s purchase 
price. The program also pays 

a 3 percent real estate com-
mission and 6 percent toward 
the buyer’s closing costs. The 
homes are located primarily 
in newer Harris County sub-
divisions beyond Houston 
city limits.
 “I think the real estate 
agents and buyers out there 
will be pleased with the qual-
ity of these recently built 
homes,” said David Turkel, 
director of Harris County 
Community Services. “In 
many cases buyers are paying 
40 to 50 percent below what 
the same house sold for when 
it was new.”
 The goal of the program is 
to help employed low to mid-
dle income people purchase 
vacant foreclosed homes they 
can afford, thereby stabilizing 
local housing markets that 
are being impacted by high 
foreclosure rates. A family of 

four earning as much as $76 
thousand a year may qualify 
for this program.
 “Putting hard-working, 
credit-worthy families into 
vacant homes that might 
otherwise be vandalized will 
help stabilize property values 
and prevent neighborhood 
deterioration,” Turkel said.
 The county continues to 
purchase homes as those in 
the H.O.M.E. inventory are 
sold in a program that is ex-
pected to last at least two 
years. To fi nd more informa-
tion and to view the latest 
homes for sale, go to www.
harriscountyhome.hctx.net. 
Homebuyers may have ac-
cess to the program through 
a licensed real estate agent 
or an attorney. The H.O.M.E. 
program welcomes the par-
ticipation of all licensed real 
estate agents.

Thompson employees recognized for service

Thompson Intermediate recognizes employees with 
5, 10, 15, 20, 25 and 30 years of service in the Pas-
adena Independent School District. Employees 
with at least 20 years will be invited to the Service 
Rewards Reception on May 20, at 5 p.m. at 
Pasadena Memorial High School. The reception 
will highlight all employees’ contributions to edu-
cation and the district. Service awards given by the 

district to Thompson Intermediate employees  
include: (5 years) Dalia Castillo, Toshila Darjean, 
Renee Gobe, Deanne Davis; (10 years) Gregg 
Baumgartner, Sue Evans; (15 years) Gary Hickman, 
Todd Taylor, (20 years) Cathy Broussard, Cherrise 
Lindsley, and (30 years) Joyce Koska. Pictured are, 
left to right, Hickman, Broussard, Taylor, Evans 
and Baumgartner. Photo by Carol Waters

 Larry O’Connor, 72, of 
Pearland died Feb. 14, 2010. 
He was born in Iowa Feb. 5, 

Larry O’Connor

 Dorothy Helen Lowe, 89, 
died on Wednesday, Feb. 10, 
2010, in Houston. She was 
born March 23, 1920, in Big 
Sandy, Texas, to Timothy C. 
Sullivan and Kate Willough-
by Sullivan.
 She was retired from Texas 
Instruments, was a member 
of Sagemont Church, and at-
tended Grace Sunday School 
classes. She was a longtime 
South Belt resident who lived 
with her son and his wife.
 Lowe is survived by her 
son, Jimmy C. Parks and wife 
Glenda in Houston; grand-

1976, Peak served 20 more 
years as a city of Houston 
family planning nurse, and a 
34-year member of Sagemont 
Church.
 Peak is survived by her 
husband of 61 years, Samuel 
H. Peak Jr.; children Daniel 
Peak and wife Jan, Sallye 
Swedberg and husband Jim, 
Samuel H. (Bodie) Peak III 
and wife Tamara; her brother, 
David Whatley and wife 
Delores; sister Hettie Mae 
Whitehead and husband 
Leland; grandchildren; many 
nieces, nephews and cousins 
and her extended family, the 
Culpeppers, Ryans, Sagemont 
Church, and the residents of 
Sagemeadow Lane.
 A funeral service was held 
at 3 p.m. on Feb. 14, 2010, 
at Niday Funeral Home. The 
family received friends prior 
to the service. Interment was  
at Forest Lawn Cemetery.  
 Friends and family are 
encouraged to visit www.
nidayfunerals.com for more 
information about Peak.
 In lieu of usual remem-
brances, contributions in 
Peak’s name may be made to 
The Helping Hands Ministry 
of Sagemont Church, 11300 
S. Sam Houston Pkwy. East, 
Houston Texas 77089, or at 
www.sagemontchurch.org.

1938 to Edward and Mildred 
O’Connor. O’Connor and his 
wife resided in the South Belt 
area for almost 40 years.
 He is preceded in death by 
his parents and brother Terry. 
 O’Connor is survived by 
his wife of 52 years, Shirley, 
son Von, daughter-in-law 
Diana, two grandsons, Colin 
and Cameron. Also surviving 
is his brother Richard, sister 
Sharon Van De Walle, brother 
and sisters-in-law, nieces, 
nephews and friends. 
 O’Connor served in the 
Air Force and worked many 
years at the Port of Houston. 
He loved all sports, especial-
ly the Houston Astros and the 
Iowa Hawkeyes. 
 He was very active in the 
Sagemont Little League. He 
loved coaching baseball. 
 O’Connor was a member 
of St. Luke the Evangelist 
Catholic Church.
 Funeral services will be 
held at St. Luke’s, located as 
11011 Hall Road in Houston, 
on Saturday Feb. 20, 2010, at 
2 p.m. A reception in the 
social hall with food and fel-
lowship will follow the 
Mass. 
 In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions may be made to 
Stewards Building the Future 
Fund.  

Lowry “Burt” 
Bunch

 Lowry “Burt” Bunch, 73, 
a longtime South Belt area 
resident, died on Sunday, 
Feb. 14, 2010, in Houston.
 Bunch is preceded in death 
by his parents, Lowry and 
Vivian Bunch.
 He is survived by his wife 
of 46 years, Sonja Bunch; 
daughter Gloria Orsak and 
husband D’Wayne; Ron 
Bunch and wife Erica; sisters 
Mary Kathryn Russell and 
husband Melvin and Dianne 
Raska; grandchildren Madi-
son, Kendyl and Cidney.
 Chapel services will be 

son Kenneth Ferrell and wife 
Christy; four great-grandchil-
dren and three great-great-
grandchildren; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.
 She was preceded in death 
by her husband, C.L. Parks, 
and her second husband, Jack 
Lowe.
 Graveside services will be 
held at 2 p.m. Feb. 18, at Rice, 
Texas, Cemetery. A memorial 
service will be held at a later 
date at Sagemont Church.
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be sent to Sagemont 
Church Living Proof Project, 
11300 S. Sam Houston Pkwy. 
East, Houston, Texas 77089.

 Melillo Middle School 
recently released its honor 
and merit rolls for the second 
nine-weeks grading period. 
Students earning honor and 
merit status are:

Fifth grade
Honor roll

 Enrique Acevedo, Nath-
aly Alvarado, Alyssa Alva-
rez, Jennifer Amaya, Cirah 
Amerson, Raven Andrews, 
Saul Arenas, Andre Barajas, 
Valencia Barrientos, Jesse 
Bernal, Allison Bravo, Austin 
Brown, Joseph Butamante, 
Alayna Cano, Raul Carranza 
and Michael Castillo.
 Sydnee Chollett, Tones-
chara Clarke, Naya Cooper, 
Alyssa Corpus, Renee Coy, 
Belen Cruz, Miguel Cruz, 
Britteny Cubos, Trinity Cur-
ry, Amanda Davila, Ajah 
Davis, Parker Deem, Alvin 
Deveza, Jay Do, Nathanael 
Doss, Jordan Edokpa, Jordan 
Efrid and Jackson Elings.
 Janneth Flores, Karen 
Flores, Lesly Garcia, Pedro 
Garcia, Kevin Gartner, Jaza-
lyne Garza, Fariha Ghazi, 
Triston Gibson, Jade Giron, 
David Gonzalez, Shelby 
Gonzalez, Emily Granados 
Carranza, Evan Hausler, Be-
atriz Hernandez, Emily Her-
nandez and Eric Hoang.
 Emani Hollins, Jazmine 
Howard, Joe Huerta, Ni-
cole Huynh, Thanh Huynh, 
Preston Kelley, Esther Kim, 
Stanley Krivik, Marissa 
Krustchinsky, Robert Lazo, 
Michelle Le, Steven Le, 
Mauro Lerma, Brandi Lind-
sey and Valeria Lomas.
 Nikolas Maffei, Ruby 
Martin, Marissa Martinez, 
Brooke McGrath, Adriana 
Melendez, Viviana Monte-
mayor, Gabriela Munoz, 
Antony Nguyen, Catherine 
Nguyen, Derek Nguyen, 
Johnathan Nguyen, Quyen 
Nguyen and Taylor Nguyen.
 Tin Nguyen, Erinn O'Brien, 

Melillo releases 2nd 9-weeks honor, merit rolls
Adam Padilla, Jami Perez, 
Steven Phan, Erika Ragasa, 
Tyran Rainy, Lani Rico, Ma-
rio Rodriguez, Cassandra 
Rojas, Tori Roy, Edwin Sal-
divar, Kaylan Salinas, Devin 
Sanchez, Vianney Sanchez, 
Brian Schoppe, Gustavo Ser-
rato and Rebecca Shaffer.
 Alyssa Smallwood, Lil-
lian Spigner, David Strout, 
Sara Sultan, Leanna Ta, Deb-
ora Tabarez, Hailey Tapia, 
Nathanael Taylor, Andrew 
Tran, Elizabeth Tran, Joseph 
Tran, Kaleigh Van Houten, 
Jorge Vazquez, Kiara Wells 
and Samaria Wilson.

Fifth grade
Merit roll

 Adeana Aguilar, Isabella 
Bellini, Tamara Boero, Nick 
Carcamo, Lindsey Carde-
nas, Kristy Castellon, Esai 
Castro, Andrea Cavazos, Ri-
cardo Cavazos, Diana Chapa, 
Colton Chu, Caleb Conerly, 
Jessica Contreras, Jacob De-
hoyos, Lauren Delgado and 
Brynn Dempsey.
 Ivan Diaz, Mary Doan, 
Jacob Emiliano, Tiffany Flip-
pen, Desiree Flores, Romeo 
Garay, Cassandra Garcia, 
Hunter C. Garcia, Julissa 
Gomez, Jonothon Gonza-
les, Joshua Gonzalez, Austin 
Goodwin, John Guerra, Mi-
chael Guzman, Mireya Her-
nandez and Lindsey Hurt.
 Isaiah Juarez, Jarret Long, 
Jakeline Lopez, Amaya Mar-
tin, Julian Martinez, Kate 
Maslonka, Deja Mason 
Gaines, Eduardo Mendez, 
Oren Moreno, Giselle More-
no, Dorothy Nguyen, Jaclynn 
Nguyen, Donatus Oguama-
nam and Ashley Patterson.
 Ruben Perez, Christo-
pher Phillips, Marcus Powell, 
Yessica Quintanilla, Carla 
Rocha, Skylar Rocha, Emely 
Saravia, Taylor Teagle, Joe 
Thomas, Jenny Truong, Lam 
Vo, Taylor Vuong and Ja'Quia 
Washington.

Sixth grade
Honor roll

 Daniel Alvarez, Cristian 
Ascencio, Jacqueline Bui, 
Jessica Bustamante, Kara 
Campos, Mandy Cao, Katie 
Carnish, Brandon Chung, 
Kevin Cortez, Zoe Cortez, 
David Cruz, Melissa Cruz, 
Nicole Cypert, Ashley Deve-
za, Mark Eldridge, Alejandro 
Flores and Andrew Fry.
 Aileen Garcia, Leslie 
Garcia, Vanessa Gonzalez, 
Myles Harris, Kallie Hart, 
Shelby Henderer, Jacklyn 

Hernandez, Michelle Hoang, 
Sarathany In, Jacob Izagu-
irre, Brady Jacobs, Bobby Le, 
Sarah Loftin, Orlando Logan 
and Julia Lohse.
 Christopher Lopez, Rafael 
Martinez, Marisa Mendieta, 
Jade Mottu, Elton Nguyen, 
Thuanh Nguyen, Tin Nguyen, 
Johnny Ordez, Onyx Palo-
mino, Jesus Paredes, Marcela 
Pena, Juan Perez, Faridhe 
Puente, Anfernee Jay Reyna, 
Carlos Rivas and Lesdy Ri-
vera.
 Megan Schuetz, Saman-

tha Schwartz, McKenna Sim-
ecek, Alaina Sitka, Alyssa 
Solis, Michael Spiller, Laura 
Stephens, Kimngan Tran, 
Vinh Tran, Mariana Triana, 
Kellie Tyer, Jolissa Villalo-
bos, Rachel Vu, Charish Wil-
liams, Skylar Williams and 
Raven Wilson.

Sixth grade
Merit roll

 Ahmad Abusaif, Charnell 
Anderson, Jaylon Bolden, 
Jose Miguel Coronado, De-
Ann Dimas, Jalyn Duke, 
Ryan Ehlinger, Adrian Gar-

held Thursday, Feb. 18, 2010, 
at 10 a.m. at Forest Park East 
Funeral Home Chapel.
 Interment will follow at 
Forest Park East Cemetery in 
Webster.

cia, Crystal Garza, Cody 
Giles, Stephanie Goudeau, 
Aimee Hinojosa, Aryn Ibarra, 
Nathan Lazenberry, Anna Le 
and Autumn LeFever.
 Nohelani Lopez, Ana 
Martinez, Briana Martinez, 
Hallie Medina, Isaiah Mu-
noz, Mirna Murillo, Servan-
do Ortiz, Ashley Perez, Ju-
lissa Perez, Anthony Quiroz, 
Julian Rivera, Mateo Rivera, 
Naseem Shafaei, Iris Sinis-
terra, Damien Tilley, Diana 
Tufi no, Hugo Velarde and 
Lorez Walker.

David Greco

 David Greco, 48, died 
Sunday, Feb. 14, 2010. He 
was born in Houston on July 
29, 1961.
 Greco is survived by his 
mother, Vinci Greco, a long-
time South Belt resident.
 The funeral Mass will be 
celebrated on Thursday, Feb. 
18, at 10:30 a.m. at St. Luke 
the Evangelist Catholic 
Church.
 Interment will follow at 
Forest Park Cemetery on 
Lawndale.

Lee Hernandez is a dedicated, Life Long Texas Law Man / Certifi ed Master Peace Offi cer;
Proven Leadership Experience as a Former South Houston City Councilman.

Vote Lee Hernandez - Leadership, Experience, Courage.
A Proud Texan and resident of Harris County Precinct 2

Political Advertisement Donated by J.C. Rosas. Contact Christy Hernandez 832-228-1857.

Lee Hernandez
For Harris County Constable Precinct 2Precinct 2
Barbeque Fundraiser
Sunday: Feb. 21, 2010
12 p.m. - 8 p.m. @ Guzman’s Hall
401 Pennsylvania
South Houston, TX 77587

• Bring your entire family out to this event.
• Live Music, Great Food.
• Prizes and Raffl es.
• Fun for all, kids too.
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South Belt Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs.

11555 Beamer      281-484-4337

PISD students tour San Jac facilities

Career and Technical Education students attend-
ing Pasadena Independent School District high 
schools recently visited San Jacinto College Central 
to tour the campus’ technical education facilities. 
A group touring the automotive technology lab 
included, from left to right, Jose Carbajal, a ninth-

grade student; Dr. Steven Horton, Central campus 
dean of technical education; Sarah Wrobleski, 
PISD CTE director; Stephanie Wright, PISD’s 
High School Success Program lead coordinator; 
and Carlos Curiel, a ninth-grader. 
 Photo submitted.

GARNER VISION CENTER
Family Owned & Operated

“We Specialize in Old-fashioned Service”

     

      
 
  

Dr. B.J. Garner
Therapeutic Optometrist

Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

Laura Garner, 
Registered Optician

Melinda McClure, 
Optometry Tech

• Laser Surgery   
 Consultations

• Treatment of
    Eye Diseases

– Serving the South Belt Area for 33 Years –
11408 Hughes Rd.     281-484-2020

• Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear

Pack 692 Scouts collect food donations

The Boy Scouts of Troop and Pack 692, as part of their annual 
Scouting for Food program, recently collected food donations 
from the South Belt area for the Houston Food Bank’s Souper 
Bowl of Caring and St. Luke’s Catholic Church Food Pantry. 
On Sunday, Feb. 7, the Scouts attended morning Mass at St. 
Luke’s to observe Scout Sunday and recognize the contribu-
tions of youth and adults to scouting. Pictured are, left to right,  
(front row) Sean Larivee, Nicholas Geruin, Tannor Willis, Jake 

Wohleb, Blas Anoruo, Oscar Anoruo, Matthew Malone, (sec-
ond row) Robert Mendoza, Toni Izzarelli, Caden Carter, Diego 
Abarran, Santiago Abarran, Nathan Bennett, Joe Bennett, 
(third row) Michael Clark, Ben Salazar, Lisa Morris, Derek 
Bui, Adrien Guerin, (fourth row) Swordsman Morris, Austin 
Perez, Rev. James M. Burkart, Abner Baerga and Darryl 
Malone.
 Photo by Carol Waters

BHI spelling bee winners

Beverly Hills Intermediate recently held its annual spelling bee. Winners 
are, left to right, Jennifer Trinh, BHI Spelling Bee champ, and Mai Thao 
Nguyen, first runner-up. The winning word was ‘fallacy.’ Both girls are 
in the eighth grade. Trinh competed in the recent Pasadena Independent 
School District Bee. Photo Submitted

 Dobie High School recent-
ly received a $750 grant from 
the ExxonMobil Educational 
Alliance program to support 
the school’s math and science 
programs.
 Bhaskar Chinlet of CORS 
Exxon Station in the South 
Belt area worked with school 
officials to secure the grant, 
which is one of 2,400 avail-
able to schools across the 
country served by Exxon or 

Dobie HS receives grant
Mobil stations.
 The grants were made 
possible by funding from the 
ExxonMobil Corporation.
 “We are honored to be the 
recipient of this grant. I 
would like to thank Exxon-
Mobil, but especially Mr. 
Chinlet, for showing such a 
strong interest in the students 
of the South Belt communi-
ty,” said Steve Jamail, Dobie 
High School principal.

 The ExxonMobil Educa-
tion Alliance program is 
designed to provide Exxon 
and Mobil retailers with an 
opportunity to invest in the 
future of their communities 
through educational grants to 
neighborhood schools.
 ExxonMobil believes that, 
as members of the communi-
ty, local retailers are best 
qualified to work with local 
educators to help identify 
schools and programs most 
in need of support.
 Chinlet met stringent eli-
gibility criteria before apply-
ing for and being awarded 
this grant, including having a 
commitment to provide a 
superior buying experience 
for customers.

Austin Michael Smith
7 lb 6 oz 

19 ¼ inches long 
Arrived January 26, 2010

Happy Parents:
Gretchen and Mike Smith

Grandparents:
John and Sharon Boeger

Claudia Smith

Lariaettes host showoff Feb. 24
 The J. Frank Dobie Lariaettes will host a showoff of their contest routines for the 
2010 competition season. 
 The showoff will be held on Wednesday,  Feb. 24, at 6:30 p.m. in the Dobie gym. 
Admission is $5, children 5 and under are free.

 The Bay Area Singles 
Club Monthly Dance will 
be held Saturday, Feb. 20, 
from 7 to 11 p.m. at the  
VFW Lodge in Baclif, 
1401 Grand Avenue on 
FM 646, one-quarter mile 
west of Highway 146.
 Bring party snacks to 
share. Cost is $6 for mem-
bers and $8 for nonmem-
bers.
 For more information, 
call 409-948-1156 or 281-
484-4762.

Singles 
dance 
Feb. 20

Advertise in the 
Leader!

281-481-5656

Calling all South Belt 

Artisans
The Gardens is looking for local artists to sell their 

work at a community craft fair,

Saturday  March 6, from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday March 7, from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Earn money making the art you enjoy, like
 knitting, embroidery, painting, sculpture

pastry design, baking, & any other 
unique artistic talents 

by selling them to the community.

Rain or shine, the Gardens can be your fi rst public 
venue or just one close to home.  Action Ministries 
will also hold their garage sale during the fair.

For more information contact Wendy

 at the Gardens at 281-481-0181

Attention Dobie, Clear Brook & South Houston Seniors!!!!
GET READY FOR THE BIG DAY!

Stop by South Belt Graphics & Printing & order 
your GraduationGraduation invitations today!

Large Variety to choose from & all at a reasonable price!

281-484-4337 • 11555 Beamer Rd.

South Belt-Ellington Leader
Leader Reader Ads
25 Words $8 for 1 week
or 25 Words for 3 Weeks $21
no changes, no refunds.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX 77089

After Hours: Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone
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Over The Back Fence by Jan

GULF POINTE 30
I-45 South & Beltway 8

DIGITAL 3D
AVATAR 3D (PG13) (10:00 @ $8), 12:35, 1:45, 4:15, 5:30, 7:55, 9:15, 
11:45, 12:35
BLOOD DONE SIGN MY NAME (PG13) � (10:30 @ $5), 1:25, 4:55, 7:50, 11:05
SHUTTER ISLAND (R) � (10:15 @ $5), 12:25, 1:30, 3:45, 4:45, 7:00, 8:00, 10:15,
11:20, 12:55
PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS: THE LIGHTNING
THIEF (PG) � (10:20, 11:40 @ $5), 1:10, 2:30, 4:10, 5:20, 7:05, 8:10, 9:55, 10:55, 12:50
VALENTINE’S DAY (PG13) � (10:00, 11:00 @ $5), 12:05, 1:00, 2:00, 3:05, 4:05,
5:00, 6:00, 7:10, 8:15, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00, 11:55, 12:55
THE WOLFMAN (R) � (10:45, 11:30 @ $5), 12:15, 1:20, 2:05, 3:00, 3:55, 4:40, 5:35,
6:30, 7:20, 8:20, 9:05, 9:50, 10:45, 11:40, 12:35
DEAR JOHN (PG13) 12:10, 2:35, 5:15, 8:05, 10:30, 12:55
DEAR JOHN (PG13) J F (10:55 @ $5), 1:35, 4:20, 7:15, 9:45, 12:15
FROM PARIS WITH LOVE (R) (10:35 @ $5), 12:55, 3:35, 6:05, 8:30, 9:30, 10:40,
11:50, 12:55
EDGE OF DARKNESS (R) (11:35 @ $5), 2:45, 5:25, 8:25, 11:10
WHEN IN ROME (PG13) (11:10 @ $5), 1:40, 4:25, 6:35
LEGION (R) (11:50 @ $5), 2:25, 5:05, 7:30, 8:55, 10:05, 11:15, 12:25
TOOTH FAIRY (PG) (10:05 @ $5), 12:20, 2:50, 5:10, 7:45, 10:10, 12:30
THE BOOK OF ELI (R) (11:05 @ $5), 1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 10:20, 12:55
THE LOVELY BONES (PG13) 12:45, 6:25, 12:10
THE SPY NEXT DOOR (PG) (11:25 @ $5), 1:50, 4:30, 6:40, 9:25, 11:30
IT’S COMPLICATED (R) (10:25 @ $5), 1:15, 3:50, 6:50
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG13) (11:50 @ $5), 3:15, 6:10, 9:10, 11:55
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE SQUEAKQUEL (PG) (11:45 @ $5),
2:10, 4:35, 6:55
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) (10:20 @ $5), 12:40, 3:20, 5:45
THE BLIND SIDE (PG13) (11:20 @ $5), 2:40, 5:55, 8:35, 11:35
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG13) (10:00 @ $5), 3:40, 9:20

————$AMC SELECT%————
CRAZY HEART (R) (10:10 @ $5), 12:50, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:25

O
AVATAR: AN IMAX 3D EXPERIENCE (PG13)
(11:15 @ $9), 2:55, 6:45, 10:35 T
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A.M.Cinema - All seats $5, Digital 3D $8, IMAX $9, before noon
AMC’s best value - denoted by ( )

AMC Select - Special films for select tastes.

F - Closed Captioning   ·  J - Descriptive Video Service
�-SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT No passes or  d iscount  coupon

Advanced Ticketing at amcentertainment.com or 1 (888) AMC-4FUN

WELCOME TO THE WORLD AUSTIN
 John and Sharon Boeger, longtime Sage-
glen residents, are proud to announce the 
birth of their first grandchild. Austin Michael 
Smith was born Jan. 26, 2010, at 7:54 
p.m. at the Woman’s Hospital of Texas. He 
weighed 7 lbs., 6 oz. and stretched 19-1/4 
inches. Proud mom and dad are Gretchen 
(Boeger) and Mike Smith. His arrival was 
welcomed by uncle Reed and aunt Catherine 
of Anchorage, Alaska, paternal grandmother 
Claudia Smith of Katy, great-grandmoth-
er Tex Reed of Burkburnett, Texas, great-
grandmother Arlene Eaton of Arizona, and 
aunt Marne, uncle Kyle Shafer and cousin 
Hudson Shafer of Katy.

BIRTHDAY WISHES, JERICKA
 Happy 11th birthday to Jericka Jewel 
Evans. Mom Sunday and dad Jimbo are 
very proud and send much love.

HAPPY 22nd BIRTHDAY TO JENNIFER
 Happy 22nd birthday wishes are sent on 
Feb. 20, to Jennifer Caudill from dad David, 
mom Judi and brother Benjamin. They hope 
her day is as special as she is.

MARIAH SENT BIRTHDAY WISHES
 Mariah Escalante (sophomore at Dobie) 
celebrates her ‘Sweet 16’ on Saturday, Feb. 
20. Happy birthday, much love and best wish-
es are sent from dad Chris, mom Cheyenne, 
brother C.J., grandma Anita Gonzalez and 
Esteban Gonzalez, grandma Peggy Jones, 
great-grandma Nannie Dorthy Kelly and all 

her uncles, aunts and cousins.
SCHOOL DAZE

 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays Feb. 18 through Feb. 24.

Atkinson Elementary
 Greetings for a happy birthday are sent to 
Anastacio Rosas Feb. 19. Feb. 21 is the day 
for a birthday cake for Wanda Soto.

Burnett Elementary
 On Feb. 24, Frances Rivera enjoys a birth-
day.

Jessup Elementary
 Special birthday wishes are sent to Goya 
Mamud Feb. 19. A double birthday celebra-
tion is set for Lisa Catalan and Anahid 
Tapia on Feb. 20. Marking a birthday Feb. 21 
is William S. Pape. Rugero Taboada has a 
birthday Feb. 23.

Meador Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Escobar 
Icela Feb. 18.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday cake for Ashley 
Evans is Feb 18.

Melillo Middle School
 Stacy Paxton celebrates a birthday Feb. 
20. On Feb. 21, Norma De La Rosa marks a 
birthday.

Morris Middle School
 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent to 
Shuntel Gray Feb. 22.

Beverly Hills Intermediate

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, congratula-
tions, etc., to mynews@southbeltleader.com with 
OTBF in the subject line. Items must be submitted 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Personal Auto• 
Homeowner• 
Renters• 
Flood• 
Wind• 
Risk Management• 
Workers Compensation• 
Employee Benefits• 
Commercial Property• 
General Liability• 
Contract Bonds• 
Commercial Auto• 
Professional Liability• 

Business and Personal 
Insurance Specialists

713-209-2800 • 1-800-376-3169
8511 S. Sam Houston Pkwy E • Houston, TX 77075
insurance@barmore.com • www.barmore.com

Serving The Houston Area Since 1952

Barmore Insurance Agency offers comprehensive product lines for 
all of your insurance needs through these major companies.  

Your Risk is our Specialty

www.jscfcu.org
281.488.7070   800.940.0708

We do business in accordance with Federal Fair Lending Laws.

JSC Federal Credit Union

  Free Checking Accounts
  Savings/Investment Accounts
  Money Market Accounts, IRAs
  Free Online Banking & Bill Pay
  32,000+ Surcharge Free ATMs
  Special Club Accounts
  Home Equity & Mortgage Loans
  24/7 Account Access

Enjoy These Benefits:

Rates as low as 8.75% APR*

NO Penalty Rate Increases
NO Balance Transfer Fees
NO Annual Fees

Tired of  Playing Games with Your Credit Card Company?
Apply for a JSC FCU VISA Credit Card Today

*Annual Percentage Rate.  Rates can range from 8.75% APR to 15.75% APR, based upon credit qualifications.  
Please refer to the Credit Disclosures section on the JSC FCU VISA Credit Card Application for complete details.  For 
current information, please see a Credit Union employee at any branch location, call us at 281.488.7070 or write 
to JSC Federal Credit Union, P.O. 58346 Houston, Texas 77258.  These credit terms are accurate as of 04/03/20068  
All rates and credit terms are subject to change without notice.
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that a contractor had been 
telling some that they had 
been annexed by the city, 
when in fact they had not.

10 years ago (2000)
The Pasadena Indepen-

dent School District $200 
million bond issue was 
approved by 88 percent of 
the voters.
 Minh Pham, three-year 
Dobie varsity football letter 
winner on the line, was 
selected to the 5A academic 
all-state team.

5 years ago (2005)
The city council for the 

city of League City did not 
approve an interlocal agree-
ment which would have 
provided infrastructure to 
build CCISD’s fourth high 
school.
 A previous article in the 
Leader resulted in the news-
paper offi ce being deluged 
with telephone calls inform-
ing the staff of illegal gam-
ing operations in the South 
Belt area. One location in a 
shopping center on Hughes 

 Thompson Intermedi-
ate principal Vicki Thomas 
promoted a sense of school 
spirit and self-achievement 
by starting the “BUG” 
(Bring Up Grades) Club for 
her 950 students.
 Meador Elementary was 
chosen to conduct a pilot 
program which would allow 
each student to use a com-
puter on a daily basis.

15 years ago (1995)
 Leader publisher Marie 
Flickinger received 90.5 
percent of the votes cast at 
Dobie High School for San 
Jacinto College District’s 
board of regents Position 3. 
 Dobie High School’s 
Academic Decathlon Team 
would be among 40 large 
schools competing at Clear 
Creek High.
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District board 
unveiled a facilities plan that 
could lead to a $44.86 mil-
lion bond election in the fall.
 Merchants along Scars-
dale Boulevard were alerted 

30 years ago (1980)
 South Belters living in 
Houston city limits were 
surprised to learn that they 
live in Zone C, the cheapest 
National Flood Insurance 
zone.
 Pasadena Independent 
School District board voted 
to assess property at 100 
percent of its value, instead 
of the previous 80 percent.

25 years ago (1985)
 Houston Fire Depart-
ment Station 70 opened on 
Beamer, and fi refi ghters 
moved into the new station.

20 years ago (1990)
 The jury in the Slaughter 
vs. Monsanto case absolved 
Monsanto of any liability 
regarding the Brio waste 
dump. Close to $350 mil-
lion in damages was being 
sought by 222 plaintiffs.
 The Committee For 
Good Schools, made up of 
community watchdogs, en-
couraged a “no” vote on the 
upcoming Pasadena Inde-
pendent School bond issue.

Remember When
at Beamer removed gam-
ing machines and closed its 
doors for business.

1 year ago (2009)
  Clear Brook Meadows 
resident and 1997 Dobie 
graduate Troy Augst was 
killed in a head-on collision 
in the 2600 block of Genoa 
Red Bluff. Police said Augst 
was traveling west as east-
bound driver Rodney Price 
of La Porte attempted to 
pass two vehicles and 
crashed into him, causing 
his vehicle to spin around 
into a ditch and strike a 
telephone pole.
 Two separate houses 
caught fi re the same day. 
Firefi ghters from several 
local units extinguished a 
blaze at a home in the 11400 
block of Camphorwood. 
The home was unoccupied 
at the time of the fi re. A 
home in the 10500 block of 
Sagewick also caught fi re. 
It, too, was unoccupied. 
Reportedly the occupants 
had recently moved.

 The day for a triple birthday party for 
Joseph Fee, Angelika Mishra and Quan 
Nguyen is Feb. 23.

Thompson Intermediate
 The Lions would like to wish Mark Varian, 
Erin Richardson, Bill Kirchman, Toby 
Lavergne, Yolanda Grant, Carol Thacker 
and Coach John Fowler a happy birthday 
and thank them for their dedication to their 
community.

Challenger
 Blow out the birthday candles for Hilary 
Weaver Feb. 18.

Dobie High
 Enjoying a birthday Feb. 18 is James 
Stevens. Birthday wishes are sent to Deborah 
James Feb. 19. Blow out the birthday candles 
on a triple-layer cake for Eric Brown, Dendy 
Farrar and Eleuteria Reyes on Feb. 20. On 
Feb. 21, a triple birthday is celebrated by Paul 
Kelly, Eva Vasquez and Robert Waloven. 
Special birthday wishes are sent on Feb. 22 to 
Craig Sanders. Triple birthday greetings are 
sent to Donna Hawkins, Wendy Sharpless 
and Tamalar Whiting Feb. 24. Jeffrey M. Barry

Insurance and Financial
Services Representative

11555 Beamer Rd., Ste 600

281-464-3383
Offering: Mutual Funds, Variable

Universal Life, Variable Annuities, 
IRAs, 40l(k)s

FARMERS®
FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS

Securities offered through Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC,
Member FINRA & SIPC

EARLY BIRD 
SPECIAL

$20 OFF
Good until 2/26/10

• Over 10 Years 
  Experience

• Instant R.A.L. 
  Available

• FREE 
  (with tax prep)

THE TAX SERVICE
12039 Beamer Road • 281-464-0200

San Jac hosts GED graduation
 San Jac College recently 
hosted a graduation ceremo-
ny for students who earned 
their General Education 
Development certificates.
 All three San Jacinto Col-
lege campuses administer the 
five required GED tests. 
 A total of 442 people 
recently earned GED certifi-
cates after taking GED tests 
at San Jacinto College, and 
approximately 50 of the GED 
graduates, along with friends 
and relatives, attended the 
graduation ceremony held 
recently at the North cam-
pus.
 A multimedia presentation 
featured celebrities who 
earned GED credentials, in-
cluding John Travolta, Prince, 
and Ringo Starr.
 After the presentation, 
Ron Hopkins, the GED chief 
examiner for San Jacinto 
College, noted that success-
ful rapper Dwayne Michael 
Carter (aka Lil Wayne) earned 
a GED certificate at San 
Jacinto College North.
 Keynote speaker Dr. Allatia 
Harris, president of the North 
campus, congratulated the 
graduates for their achieve-
ments. “You took steps to 
complete something that real-
ly matters, and now new 
opportunities are available to 
you,” she commented. “Earn-

ing your GED (widely consid-
ered the equivalent of a high 
school diploma) will open 
doors that have previously 
been closed. Congratulations 
on being a winner and a com-
pleter, but this is only a begin-
ning. Tomorrow you can wake 
up and determine what you 
are going to do.”
 In 2002, the GED exam 
was upgraded to bring it more 
in line with the format and 

subject matter of current high 
school curricula. Since then, 
many area students have 
passed, but there was no local 
ceremony to honor them.
 In 2004, San Jacinto Col-
lege began to host a ceremo-
ny for GED graduates and 
has continued to host such 
events ever since.
 For more information 
about GED testing at San 
Jacinto College North, con-

tact Hopkins at 281-458-4050 
ext. 2347, or by e-mail at 
Ronald.Hopkins@sjcd.edu.
 For more information 
about GED testing at the 
Central campus, contact 
Carita Hayes at 281-476-
1501 ext. 2025, or by e-mail 
at Carita.Hayes@sjcd.edu.
 For more information 
about GED testing at the 
South campus, contact Ana 
Flores at 281-484-1900 ext. 

The top graduates who recently earned GED certifi cates from San Jacinto Col-
lege include, left to right, Monecia Thomas (South campus), Cedric Brooks 
(North campus), William Scheeler (Central campus), Jessica Mares (North 
campus) and Justin Weikel (South campus).

ANCHOR BOX

CHEAP PRICES      NO MINIMUM PICK-UP

 MOVING BOXES
 SHIPPING BOXES
 BAGS BUBBLES
 PACKAGING SUPPLIES

CLICK, CALL OR VISIT - ANCHORBOX.COM

1 1 0 4 3  -  C  F U Q U A
NEAR GULF FRWY.

IN FOODARAMA CENTER, 1/2 BLK. WEST OF I-45

   OPEN
MON-SAT 713-947-1500

ANCHOR BOX

               Best Friends 
                Boutique
    Pets need Love-
       Bring yours in
          for some
        special TLC.

  Same Location 25 Years 

Hughes at Beltway 8
 281-484-9655 Burnett announces Spelling Bee winners

Marco Velazquez, a third-grader from Marissa 
Gutierrez’s class, recently won the Burnett 
Elementary Spelling Bee. Third-grader Alan 
Contreras from Noel Becerra’s class, is the runner 
up. Twenty-four third- and fourth-grade students 

participated in the annual spelling bee. Pictured 
are, left to right, Gutierrez, Velazquez, Yolanda 
Velazquez (Marco’s mother), Norma Contreras 
(Alan’s mother), Contreras and Becerra.
 Photo submitted

off your first 
treatment

$20.00 20% Sca
rsd

ale
 Blvd

.

Beamer Rd.Payment Plans Available

Medicaid,CHIP

&  Insurance

Accepted
In the Food Town Shopping Center

Chu,  Truong,  DDS & Associates, PLLC

Braces • Teeth Whitening • Children’s Dentistry
10904 Scarsdale Blvd., #100 • Houston, TX 77089 • 281.464.9440

Scarsdale Dental SmilesScarsdale Dental Smiles Affordable & QualityAffordable & Quality
Dental CareDental Care

exam, x-rays &
consultation

Child Care & Learning Center
Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future

Monday - Friday 6 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
6 wks - 23 mos.                   $110 a week
2 yrs. old                             $100 a week
3 yrs. old & up                     $ 90 a week

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, Dance, Library & Computer Room
Ms. Janet’s is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS 

including MELILLO & MORRIS middle schools and South Belt Elementary.
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER CALL
281-484-2376            281-464-2366

 11590 HUGHES RD. @ BW8   12490 SCARSDALE BLVD.

FREE REGISTRATION - GOOD THRU MAR. 4
NEW ENROLLMENTS ONLY • WWW.MSJANETS.COM

Becky’s
• OVER 1,000 WIGS
• HAIR PIECES
• HATS
• TURBANS
• MASTECTOMY SUPPLIES
• MUCH MORE!

125 E. Galveston Street (Near 518 & Hwy. 3)
League City, TX • 281-332-6407

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION OF 

WIGS & HAIR ADDITIONS

1/2 Price

Carnival Tickets

& Discounted
BBQ Cook-off

Admission tickets.

Call Mario Gonzales
713-876-0532

email: mdg1104@aol.com3433, or by e-mail at Ana 
Flores@sjcd.edu.

1. Do you OR someone you know need to earn extra money?
2. Do you have bills that you just can’t seem to make each month?

3. Would you like to start a business with absolutely No cash investment?
4. Would you like to get a check the next week after you start?

If you said yes please join me at 6:30 p.m. this Fri., Feb. 19 
at the Hobby Marriot located at 9100 Gulf Freeway.

PartyLitePartyLite If you would like more details please call Jessica at 832-275-3188.

 Lone Star College Fac-
ulty Art Exhibition will be 
held through March 25 at 
the University of Houston-
Clear Lake, 2700 Bay 
Area Blvd.
 This new exhibition in-
cludes artwork created by 
faculty from Lone Star 
College-Tomball and Lone 
Star College-Kingwood.

College faculty
art exhibition set

 Gallery hours are Mon-
day through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Friday, 
9 a.m. to noon.
 Admission to the exhi-
bition is free and open to 
the public.
 For more information, 
call the gallery at 281-
283-3446, or e-mail art-
gallery @uhcl.edu.

Let the Leader helpwith your 
advertising.

Call  281-481-5656
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No matter what brings you to San Marcos, we’ve got a great

getaway package that’s perfect for you. Enjoy a romantic

getaway with someone special, relax and rejuvenate with

a spa weekend, or take advantage of our shopping package

and visit the nearby Tanger & Prime outlet centers. Plus, you’ll

always enjoy a spacious two-room suite, outdoor pool, Evening Manager’s

Reception*, Complimentary Cooked-to-Order Breakfast and so much more.

Call 512-393-6450
for reservations, or visit

www.sanmarcos.embassysuites.com

packages for all of our  

affordable getaways.

$149

Packages 

Starting at

Another exceptional hotel by John Q. Hammons

*Subject to state and local laws. Must be of legal drinking age. Hilton HHonors membership, earning of Points & Miles,®and redemption

of points are subject to HHonors Terms and Conditions. Packages subject to availability. ©2008 Hilton Hotels Corporation

San Marcos Hotel, Spa & Conference Center

1001 McCarty Lane, San Marcos, TX 78666

512-392-6450

Wedding, engagement policies
 Wedding writeups must be run in the newspaper, not submitted, in 
the time outlined:
 From wedding date to six weeks – photo and full article; Six weeks 
to three months – photo and limited information; After three months 
from wedding date – will not be run.
 Engagement and wedding announcements are published free of 
charge on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis. Information must be sub-
mitted by Friday to be considered for the next issue.

 CHURCH DIRECTORY
New Covenant 

Christian Church
10603 Blackhawk 

281-484-4230
Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

 The Catholic Community of
                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Thomas Puthusseril, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816   Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, 
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, 
widowed.

Attend the Church
of Your Choice

Breck and Royanne Staude marked their 20th 
wedding anniversary on Wednesday, Feb. 17, 
2010. They were married in 1990 at First United 
Methodist Church in Pearland. Breck has been  a 
Harris County Sheriff’s deputy for 20 years. 

Staudes celebrate 20 years together

Royanne has worked at Gynecologic Oncology of 
Houston for 10 years. They have one daughter, 
Brittney, who is a senior at Dobie High School. 
The Staudes will celebrate their anniversary with 
family and friends at a later date.

Taylor, Boeger engaged

Don and Mary Taylor, formerly of Clear Lake City, announce the engage-
ment and upcoming marriage of their daughter, Catherine Michelle, to John 
Reed Boeger, son of longtime Sageglen residents John and Sharon Boeger. 
The bride-to-be completed the requirements for a Bachelor of Science 
degree in education in 2006 from Texas State University. She is currently an 
elementary reading specialist at a Native American elementary school in 
Anchorage, Alaska. The prospective groom received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in petroleum engineering from the University of Texas at Austin. He 
is currently employed by B.P. Alaska in Anchorage. Both graduated in 2002 
from Clear Brook High School. An early March wedding is planned in the 
Fort Worth area.

 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School  9:45 & 11 a.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

Padilla, Moreno 
win PISD district 
2010 science fair
 Melillo Middle School 
fi fth-grade students Oren 
Moreno and Adam Padilla 
won the recent Pasadena In-
dependent School District 
Secondary Science Fair 2010 
for the Team Project category. 
Competing against science 
students in fi fth and sixth 
grade throughout the entire 
Pasadena district, Moreno 
and Padilla teamed up their 
skills to show the effects on 
bacteria from various mouth-
wash products. Their project 
consisted of taking mouth 
swab samples after a 30 sec-
ond rinse of mouthwash. 
The swab samples were then 
introduced to Petri dishes to 
cultivate colonies of bacteria. 
The colonies of bacteria were 
counted using a grid and cal-
culation method to determine 
the most effective mouth-
wash.
 Moreno’s and Padilla’s 
interest in science and math-
ematics was inspired through 
the Gifted and Talented 

Program at Melillo Middle 
School. 
 Both students are very in-
terested in the NASA Space 
Program and plan to have sci-
ence related careers. 
 “I would like to attend 
M.I.T. someday, and study 
a science or engineering re-
lated fi eld,” said Moreno. “I 
feel there is much left to be 
discovered through science. 
Hopefully, Washington won’t 
cut the space program too 
much, because I would like to 
be a mission specialist some-
day.”
 Moreno and Padilla share 
other interests to keep them 
well rounded including Sa-
gemont-Beverly Hills Little 
League Baseball, South Belt 
Youth Soccer Club, Melillo 
Band, and Melillo Orchestra. 
 Both students attend St. 
Luke’s Catholic Church. 
Moreno is the son of Roger 
and Linda Moreno. Padilla is 
the son of David and Maria 
Padilla.

Melillo Middle School fi fth-grade students Oren 
Moreno (left) and Adam Padilla display their 
fi rst-place medal and ribbons from the Pasadena 
Independent School District Secondary Science Fair 
2010, held at San Jacinto College Central campus.

 The Harris County Mas-
ter Gardeners spring sale and 
seminars will feature tropi-
cal fruit trees and fruit trees 
for home orchards, tomatoes, 
peppers, citrus, berries and 
grapes.  The sale includes the 
largest selection of tomatoes 

Sale, seminars at HCMG
and peppers in the area. 
 Plant varieties are devel-
oped specifi cally for this re-
gion and most are not avail-
able at local nurseries and 
garden centers.
 The seminars will include 
a plant sale preview at 8 

 Dr. Avinash Bapat, cardi-
ologist at Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital, is the 
2010 recipient of the Hind 
Rattan Award presented by 
the Non Resident Indian Wel-
fare Society of India.
 Bapat accepted the award 
at the 29th International Con-
gress in New Delhi. The 
prestigious award is for his 
prominent role in cardiology 
and his exceptional and ethi-
cal patient care.
 Over the past two decades 
with various Memorial Her-
mann hospitals, Bapat has 
earned much recognition for 
his contributions.
 In 2007, he was named 
physician of the year at Me-
morial Hermann Southeast. In 
2008, he received the Master 
of the American Academy of 
Cardiology, an award that spe-
cially recognizes cardiologists 
for their ethics and principles.
 He has spent many years 
serving on the board of trust-
ees for Memorial Hermann 
and several committees, in-

Bapat receives award
cluding cardiology and ethics. 
Bapat is also making educa-
tional footprints. He is a fac-
ulty member at the University 

of Texas and Baylor Univer-
sity and a member of several 
cardiology and medical soci-
eties.

 Potential University of 
Houston-Clear Lake students 
are invited to attend its open 
house Saturday, Feb. 27, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Student 
Services Building, UHCL, 
2700 Bay Area Blvd. 
 This free event is for pro-
spective students to meet fac-
ulty and advisers, learn more 
about financial aid and schol-
arships, and tour the univer-
sity. Reservations are encour-
aged.
 For more information, call 
281-283-2515 or visit http://
www.uhcl.edu/U4U.

UHCL open 
house set

a.m. with Heidi Sheesley of 
Treesearch Farms; Backyard 
Citrus Care by Herman Auer 
at 10 a.m.; and Growing To-
matoes and Peppers by Dr. 
Carol Brouwer, county exten-
sion agent for Horticulture, at 
11 a.m.
 The sale and seminars will  
be held Saturday, Feb. 27, 
with sales hours from 9:15 
a.m. to 1 p.m, and seminars 
beginning at 8 a.m at Camp-
bell Hall, located at the Pasa-
dena Fairgrounds, 7600 Red 
Bluff Road in Pasadena.
 Display and information 
booths will be on hand. A 
limited number of wagons 
will be available, so shoppers 
are encouraged to bring their 
own. No pets, please.
 For more information, vis-
it http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu.

Like seeing
your child’s name

in the

South Belt
Leader?
Thank our
advertisers!

Dr. Bapat displays the plaque he received for being 
the 2010 recipient of the Hind Rattan Award.

Confused about Religion?
Join the crowd!

Kirkwood South Christian Church
“Where God Makes Lives Better”

10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)
www.kscc-disciples.org

281-481-0004 or 713-444-0044
Sunday School - 9 a.m. 

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.

This Week’s Message:

Listen to our Minister’s messages at 
www.kscc-disciples.org/pages/sermons

Lions Club meets Feb. 23
 The Houston Space City Lions Club will meet Tuesday, 
Feb. 23, at 7 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway. 
For information, call George Malone at 281-438-7243.

LSA open house Feb. 21
 Lutheran South Academy will hold an open house and 
tour for prospective students and their parents Sunday, Feb. 
21, from 2 to 4 p.m. 
 To register for the open house and tour, call Director of 
Admissions Erin Senney at 281-617-5626. Lutheran South 
Academy is at 12555 Ryewater Drive.

LCA open house Feb. 23
 Life Christian Academy will host an informative open 
house and tour of the school on Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. for current 
and prospective students and their parents. 
 LCA is a Christian school serving kindergarten through 
12th grade. For information, call 713-910-0808.
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Cosmetic & Aesthetic Services:
Laser Hair Removal• Laser Vein Treatments

Titan • 3D Rejuvenation • Micro Genesis

Laser Genesis • IPL (Intense Pulse Light)

Relaxing Massages • Microdermabrasion

Visia Skin Analysis • Dermal Fillers

( Juvederm Ultra & Radiesse)

Botox • Facials • Chemical Peels

Waxing • Fake Bake Airbrush Spray Tanning

Skincare & Makeup:
Neocutis • Topix

SkinMedica • Cellex-C

Phytomer

Pevonia for Men

Glo Mineral Make-Up

...The Medical Spa of
Southeast Houston

Spa now open at our NEW LOCATION
10950 Resource Parkway, Suite B, Houston, Texas 77089

(next to Campbell Family Practice)
www.reflections-medspa.com

(281) 922-0772

The state-of-the-art equipment,

the warm, relaxing atmosphere,

and the on-site supervision by

our medical doctors enhance

the quality of service that we

offer. Our goal is to provide

superior results!

Our medical spa offers a

unique experience for

its clients.

NOVEMBER Specials:
• 30% off IPL
• $100 off Juvederm Ultra Syringe
• $50 off Laser Vein Setup Fee

New
Spa N

ow Open

FEBRUARY SPECIALS:
• Juvederm dermal fi ller “only $450 per syringe” ($100 off)

• Laser Hair Removal - Purchase one area get the “2nd area for FREE”
• Purchase a Clarisonic Brush and receive a “FREE Spa Facial” ($65 value)

• Purchase $50 or more Glo mineral makeup and receive a
“FREE Lip-gloss or Lipstick”

Lariaette Royal 
Ball Court named

The J. Frank Dobie Lariaettes held their annual Royal Ball at The 
Admiral in Seabrook on Jan. 17, 2010. Pictured below are the 2009-
2010 Royal Ball Court, nominated by their fellow teammates. They 
are, left to right, junior Aimee Cessna, junior Aracely Perez, senior 
Nicolette Baade, senior Shanay LaCour, senior Ivette Armenta, sopho-
more Victoria Gomez, junior Jontay Warner, senior Senia Rubio and 
sophomore Alaina Burns. The winners, announced that evening, pic-
tured at right are Princess Aracely Perez, Queen Shanay LaCour and 
Duchess Alaina Burns. Submitted photo

The Dobie Longhorn Band would 
like to thank the following for gen-

erously donating to our annual BBQ 
Dinner and Silent Auction.

Academy on Edgebrook
Black Eyed Pea
C & D Burger Shoppe
Central Hardware
Central Market
Central Texas Bar-B-Q
Chick-fi l-A on
 Fairmont Pkwy.
Church’s Chicken
Gringo’s
HEB on Fairmont Pkwy.

Marcus Gonzales
 Construction
Perez Barber Shop
Target on BW8 &
 Pearland Pkwy.
Theater Under the Stars
Hobby Center for the
 Performing Arts
Unique Nails and Spa
Sal Flores
Teresa Croce

and the many others who helped to 
make our fundraiser a success. We 

sincerely appreciate your support of 
the Dobie Band and our community.

J. Frank Dobie
Band Parents Organization

Lions donate funds to Haiti quake victims

Thompson students and staff helped the Haitian earthquake 
victims by donating money. Students made posters to promote 
donations for the American Red Cross from students and staff 
the week of Jan. 25-29. The Lions collected a total of $897.94. 
Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Daniella Manzanales, 
Jenna Truong, Cindy Vo, Clarissa Ramon, Poala Zavala, Alicia 
Juarez, Madelyn Maxwell. (middle row) Melissa Joseph, Jerreca 

Hubley, Adriana Jaso, Cristian Gonzalez, Gabriel Sarduy, 
Zachary Blue, Tori Gagneux, Ayeshum Rasool, Katheryn Rosas, 
Jackie Vasquez, (back row) Ariel Spikes, Maria Flores, Amy 
Jackson, Daevon Williams, Douchane Sells, Deja Richards, 
Taylor Talley, Amari Lavergne, Abby Pedroza, Selena Ortiz, 
Andrea Balderas, Davion Lewis and Kelly Holmes. Not pictured 
are Alex Rivera and Tanya Torres. Photo by Carol Waters

Chateau Floral Designs
10590A Fuqua • Delivery Available • 281-481-1888

Come in

& Receive

10% OFF
an item of

your choice

with this ad!

New fl oral shop in your neighborhood!
Great for any occasion. 

Anything you need for your special someone.
FRESH CUT ROSES READY IN 5 MINUTES!

Flower Arrangements • Fruit/Candy Bouquets

             Silk Arrangements • Plush Toys • Weddings

                             Sweet 15’s & 16’s • and All Social Events

Audrey Aurora Castoreno graduated Dec. 19, 2009, 
from Sam Houston State University with a Bachelor of 
Communications Degree in broadcast journalism. Ca-
storeno is a 2006 Dobie High School graduate and the 
daugher of Carl and Sandy Castoreno of South Belt. 
In addition to her bachelor’s degree, she completed an 
internship with Fox 26 in Houston. Castoreno resides 
in Victoria, Texas, and is a reporter for KAVU-ABC 
News 25.

Castoreno graduates

 State Rep. Ken Legler 
announced his support of 
the decision by Gov. Rick 
Perry, Attorney General 
Greg Abbot and Agriculture 
Commissioner Todd Staples 
to take legal action chal-
lenging  the Environmental 
Protection Agency endan-
germent finding for green-
house gasses in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals.
 “I have said it time and 
time again, Texas is reduc-
ing the amounts of harmful  
chemicals put into the air 
without federal govern-
mental interference”, stated 
Legler. “People at the local 
level are in the best posi-
tion to know how to handle 
certain situations, not those 
who work 1500 miles away.  
I applaud this lawsuit, 
which has been filed on 
behalf of all Texans, not 
only to protect jobs in Texas 
but also to defend the abil-
ity of Texas to continue the 
self-regulation and success-
ful environmental policies, 
free from the overbearing 
hand of the federal govern-
ment.”  
 According to informa-
tion received from the gov-
ernor’s office, “the state 
has filed a Petition for 
Review with the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the D.C. 
Circuit, and will also file a 
Petition for Reconsideration 
with the Environmental 
Protection Agency, asking 
the administrator to review 
the decision. The state’s 
legal action indicates EPA’s 
Endangerment Finding is 
legally unsupported be-
cause the agency out-
sourced its scientific as-
sessment to the International 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), which has been 
discredited by evidence of 
key scientists’ lack of 
objectivity, coordinated 
efforts to hide flaws in their 
research, attempts to keep 
contravening evidence out 
of IPCC reports and viola-
tion of freedom of informa-
tion laws.”
 Additionally, in com-
ments to the EPA filed by 
the governor in 2009, the 
agency’s decision to regu-

late greenhouse gases under 
the Clean Air Act will 
impose a tremendous regu-
latory and financial burden 
on most Texans, including 
an energy sector that hun-
dreds of thousands of 
Texans depend upon for 
their jobs — not to mention 
Texas families who face an 
estimated $1,200 in 
increased annual living 
costs during a down econo-
my.
 More information on the 
suit can be found at www.
governor.state.tx.us

Legler supports 
Perry’s legal fi ght    
against U.S. EPA

PTO 
scholarships 

available
Atkinson Elementary

 The Atkinson Elemen-
tary PTO will offer two 
$500 scholarships to 
graduating seniors at 
Dobie High School who 
attended Atkinson at least 
two years, one being fifth 
grade.
 Applications and 
requirement information 
are available through the 
senior counselor’s office 
at Dobie High School. 
Applications must be 
received by noon on Feb. 
26.

Frazier Elementary
 The Frazier Elemen-
tary PTO will offer six 
scholarships to graduat-
ing seniors at Dobie High 
School who attended Fra-
zier in the fourth and fi fth 
grades.
 Applications are avail-
able through the senior 
counselor’s offi ce at Dobie 
and must be received by 
noon Friday, March 12, to 
be considered. The schol-
arships will be awarded at 
the May PTO meeting.

Up Close Beauty, Max

Package I
Facial

Make-Up
Hairstyle

ONLY

$75.$75.0000

Package II
$9.99 ON 

HAIR
PRODUCTS

Includes CHI, Biolage, 
Paul Mitchell, Crew.

$15.00 on
Sport Clip
for guys!

281-464-7260281-464-7260
12804 GULF FRWY. #700B • HOUSTON, TX 7703412804 GULF FRWY. #700B • HOUSTON, TX 77034

NEXT TO SPRINT IN THE FOX & HOUND SHOPPING CENTERNEXT TO SPRINT IN THE FOX & HOUND SHOPPING CENTER

“Home of $10.00 Hair 
Care Products”

Gift of Beauty

LOST DOG
Missing 2-10-10

Siberian Husky
Black & White Female.

One Blue & One Brown Eye.
2 Years Old.

Answers to “Shiya”
Family & Dog Mate Devastated

Last seen on Beamer &
Sagedowne near Scarsdale.

REWARD
Please Call: 281-481-3744
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 SECTION B

SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

New facility - better 
programs! Great prices!programs! Great prices!
              Sign Up For              Sign Up For

               After School      After School      
  Care  Care
       Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!    
We will pick up at South Belt ElementaryWe will pick up at South Belt Elementary

11210 SCARSDALE • 281-484-KWIK (5945)

FREE
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH

With Full 
Service 

Oil Change
$12 value

Car Wash 
Club

Unlimited
washes

for 30 days
(Ocean wash package) 

Includes vacuum & wash

3599 per vehicle 

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

*Not valid with any other offer or discount

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
one of the Following 

Package Wash!
 Choose From:
 • Ocean Breeze     reg. $16.99
 • Blue Ocean         reg. $21.99
 • Ocean Signature  reg. $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, SUV’s & Limos

Expires 4/1/10
Not Valid with any other offer.

&

Services Available: State Emission Inspections, Tune-up, Fuel Injection 
Cleaning, Fuel & Air Filters, Tire Rotation & Balance, Brakes, Differential 
Service, Oil Change/Lube, Radiator Flush, Automatic Transmission Flush 
(Most Vehicles), Engine Flush, Serpentine Belts, Light Mechanical Repairs

Open 

MON-SAT 8 A.M. - 6 P.M.

SUN 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.49
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Dobie vs. 
Clear Lake

Friday, Feb. 19
Pearland Dawson, 6 p.m.

Scarsdale Dental SmilesScarsdale Dental Smiles
10904 Scarsdale Blvd., #100 • Houston, TX 77089 • 281.464.9440

off your first 
treatment

$20.00 20%Sca
rsd

ale
 Blvd

.

Beamer Rd.

Payment Plans Available

Medicaid, CHIP & Insurance Accepted

In the Food Town Shopping Center

Chu, Truong DDS & Associaltes PLLC

Braces • Teeth Whitening • Children’s Dentistry

Affordable & Quality Affordable & Quality Dental CareDental Care

exam, x-rays &
consultation

365 345
www.friendswoodteendriving.net

.friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net

.friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net
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2010
 Feb. 25 - Mar. 18 Mar. 4 - Mar. 26
            6-8 p.m.         4-6 p.m.   
Mar. 22 - Apr. 12 Mar. 29 - Apr. 19 
            6-8 p.m.                                  4-6 p.m. 

Lady Longhorns top P.A.M., advance to face Lake

Brook, Dobie softball lose openers

In photo at left, Dobie’s 
Ashley Johnson rises 
over Port Arthur Me-
morial’s Wendi Mitchell 
(21) for a jump hook dur-
ing the fourth quarter 
of the Lady Longhorns’ 
49-41 bidistrict playoff 
victory Feb. 15 at San 
Jacinto College North. 
Watching the play at 
left in photo are Memo-
rial’s Ariel Hutchinson 
and Dobie’s Vacie Davis. 
Johnson had fi ve points 
in the fourth quarter to 
help her team advance.

Photo by John Bechtle

 Playing their role perfect-
ly, the Dobie Lady Long-
horns responded once more 
as the second half team they 
have been this season.
 Following nothing short 
of a shaky fi rst half against 
Port Arthur Memorial, Do-
bie stormed back in the 
second half to win its girls’ 
basketball bidistrict playoff 
game 49-41 over the Titans, 
earning an area playoff 
round date against Clear 
Lake Feb. 19.
 During the win, District 
22-5A champion Dobie de-
livered plenty of heroic ef-
forts. Shanequa Gaston led 
Dobie with 13 points and 
Jazmine Guerrero and Vacie 
Davis added 12 each to pace 
the scoring column.
 Senior post player Ash-
ley Johnson scored just fi ve 
points, but came through 

with  two big buckets in the 
fourth quarter to help Dobie 
hold off Memorial. 
 A tale of two halves
 The game was simply a 
tale of two halves. A look 
at the halftime stat sheet 
showed Dobie was fortunate 
to trail by just six points, 
26-20.
 Offensively, the Lady 
Longhorns couldn’t get 
much going. The team 
missed its fi rst fi ve 3-point 

tries and sank just one of 
eight throws. On the other 
end, Memorial post player 
Wendi Mitchell was having 
her way, scoring 12 fi rst-
half points. 
 But Memorial might 
have seen a Dobie come-
back coming. Leading by 
as many as 11 points early 
in the second quarter, the 
Titans watched the Lady 
Longhorns climb back at 
the end of both quarters.
 Guerrero hit a big 
3-pointer with 1 minute, 
14 seconds to play in the 
second quarter as Dobie 
cut Memorial’s lead to six. 
From there, Memorial was 
on the ropes.
 The third quarter be-
longed to Guerrero, who 
drained two more 3-point-
ers and also raced  in for a 
breakaway layup that gave 
Dobie its fi rst lead of the 
game at 32-30 with 2:59 to 
play in the third quarter.
 Chelsea Rodriguez made 
another three, and Gaston 
battled Mitchell and others 
under the basket for a basket 
and a free throw after a foul. 

By the time the third quarter 
ended, Dobie led 37-32.
 Johnson’s two baskets 
helped Dobie stay in front 
from there, but Memorial 
made one last push.
 Trailing 43-37, Memo-
rial got a runner from Jas-
mine Taylor to get within 
43-39, and Dobie was then 

whistled for a 5-second call 
on the ensuing inbound.
 Memorial’s chance to cut 
the Dobie lead further was 
halted by Darien Price, who 
blocked Mitchell’s shot at-
tempt.
 With less that two min-
utes to play, Mitchell’s 
frustration ended her team’s 
hopes of a win. Called for a 
foul on the defensive end, 
Mitchell slammed the ball 
to the court and drew a tech-
nical foul.
 Gaston made one of her 
two free throws for the foul 
on the play, and Guerrero 
sank one of the two techni-
cal free throws, giving Do-
bie a 45-39 lead with 1:39 
to play.
 Memorial missed on their 
end and fouled Dobie imme-
diately. Davis made a pair of 
free throws, and Gaston de-
livered two as Dobie mush-
roomed the lead to 10 with 

Continued on Page 6B

Baseball season opens
Dobie at Friendswood

Monday, Feb. 22, 6 p.m. 

Friendswood High School

Brook hosts Morton Ranch
Monday, Feb. 22, 6 p.m. 

Clear Brook High School

See baseball preview on Page 3B

At Athletic Dreams our motto is GO HARD...or GO HOME!
Our 15,500 sq. ft. indoor sports training facility provides individuals & teams with a place to train like the pros. 

We offer instructional training in baseball, softball & football for athletes of all ages  & to athletes who are 
looking to take their game to the next level. We also offer personal training sessions for youths & adults look-

ing to lose weight, tone up, gain muscle, or just improve their speed and agility.

FACILITY FEATURES:
• 10 Baseball/Softball cages & tunnels • Iron Mike & Bata2 pitching machines • Pitching mounds & mats for baseball/softball

• Real leather softballs/baseballs • 13,000 sq. ft. of turfed area • L-Screens • Fitness equipment • Fitness personal trainers
• Registered/licensed dietician available for consultations • Parents lounge w/ Wi-Fi & plasma TV • Conference room for all your 

league, team & parent meetings • Party room w/ all  the party essentials  • Pro shop w/ the latest equipment & sports attire 

AAthleticthletic DDreamsreams NOWNOW
OPEN!
OPEN!

281-741-0045 • 3216 E. Broadway, Pearland, TX 77581281-741-0045 • 3216 E. Broadway, Pearland, TX 77581

10% DISCOUNT FOR SOUTH BELT TEAMS10% DISCOUNT FOR SOUTH BELT TEAMS�� ��

www.athletic-dreams.comwww.athletic-dreams.com

Open to the Public! Mon. - Fri.  4 - 10 p.m.  •  Sat. - Sun.  Noon - 5 p.m.

32-Team Bryan-College Station tourney
Brook vs. Round Rock Westwood, 2 p.m.

Dobie vs. Plano, 2 p.m.
Both games Thursday, Feb. 18

 The high school soft-
ball season did not include 
a bright beginning for the 
Clear Brook and Dobie var-
sity teams.
 Clear Brook took on the 
state’s top-ranked team, 
Pearland, in its opener, fall-
ing 6-0 Feb. 16 at Pearland.
 The Lady Wolverines fell 
behind 2-0 in the second in-
ing and could not recover. A 
couple of huge errors in the 
later innings allowed Pear-
land to grab an easy win.
 Dobie fell down 2-0 to 
Kingwood after one inning 
but rallied twice before slip-
ping 4-3.
 Now, Clear Brook and 
Dobie will be part of the 
32-team fi eld at the Bryan-
College Station tournament 
Feb. 18-20 (See Page 6B).

Pearland drops Brook
 Hit with the injury bug 
before the season began, 
Clear Brook went into its 
opener against Pearland 
short-handed, and things 
may have gotten even 
worse.
 Already playing without 
two projected starters, the 
Lady Wolverines essen-
tially had 10 healthy play-
ers against Pearland, and 
that included catcher Molly 
Fichtner, who was nursing a 
very sore hand.
 With Pearland’s ace 
pitcher Jessica Bowden not 
in uniform, the Lady Oil-
ers went with No. 2 pitcher 
Brooke DuBois, and she 
went the distance in the 
game.
 Clear Brook had a runner 
in scoring position with two 
outs in each of the fi rst two 
innings and couldn’t get the 
big hit it needed. Pearland 
plated two runs on three 
hits in the second inning 
and never looked back.
 Clear Brook pitcher 
Emma Napoli struck out 
the side in the fi rst inning 

but then ran into trouble in 
the second inning. Overall, 
she pitched well, but Clear 
Brook’s defense made a 
handful of errors behind 
her.

Kingwood beats JFD
 A new era in Dobie soft-

ball began Feb. 15 as the 
Lady Longhorns dropped 
their season opener 4-3 at 
Kingwood.
 Losing fi ve players to the 
college game after the 2009 
season, the Lady Longhorns 
are reloading at several po-

sitions, including in the cir-
cle.
 Along the way, the team 
is working to embrace a 
new offensive philosophy 
which focuses on the team’s 
outstanding speed and abil-
ity to put the ball in play.

 Against Kingwood, the 
results were mixed. Soph-
omore pitcher Shannon 
O’Connor gave up a two-
run homer in the fi rst inning 
and an RBI triple in the 
fourth inning, but otherwise 
kept her team close while 
pitching all six innings.
 Amanda Nguyen had 
two singles and stole three 

Continued on Page 6B

Clear Brook varsity softball coach Ashley Pillow (second from left) hosts a defensive 
meeting near the circle during Brook’s 6-0 opening-night loss to Pearland Feb. 16 
at Pearland. Also in on the meeting included, Bridgette Begle (17), Mehgan Reyes, 
Katie Bischof (22) and Molly Fichtner.                                       Photo by John Bechtle

PerrysRestaurants.com

GRILLE & BUTCHER SHOP 
HOURS

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sun. 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

12830 Scarsdale Blvd.
281-481-5214
Phone Ahead For Carry Out Orders

CELEBRATING 30 PRIME YEARS

VARIETY PACK
No. 6 (31 Lbs.) 

    5 lbs. Ground Round
 3 lbs. Boneless Round Steaks
 2 lbs. Cube Steak 
 3 lbs. Pork Chops
 2 lbs. Smoked Sliced Bacon
 3 lbs. Country Style Pork Ribs
 2 lbs. Perry’s Smoked Sausage
 3 lbs. Boneless Chuck Roast
 6 lbs. Cut-Fryers
 2 lbs. All Beef Patties

REGULAR $111.95  Save $22.00

NOW! $89.95  
One Week Only • No Limit • W/Coupon

Expires 2/24/10 

2 LB CHOP 
BEEF

COLD ONLY
NOW $9.99 
Reg. $17.99

Expires 2/24/10 

5 MARINATED
BEEF KABOBS

$29.95
SAVE $10 Expires 2/24/10

PERRY’S PECAN 
SMOKED SAUSAGE 

5 LB BAG

  $11.99
Expires 2/24/10

Reg. $19.99
SAVE $8

CHECK OUT MY WEBSITE! ToniMuse.Net 
Remax Hall of Fame Member, Moving Families For 30 Years!

Toni Muse Is At The TOP!!

 Direct 832-200-5648
 Cell 281-389-6519
10618 Sageyork- This Is A Great House In Wonderful Neigh-
borhood 3-2-2 Covered Patio, Some Newer Appliances. 
Priced At $116,900 & Seller Will Give A $4000.00 Carpet & 
Paint Allowance, If Needed.
11223 Sageburrow- 3-2-2, All New Paint, Carpet & Appli-
ances, $123900. Formals, New Wood Fence. Seller Will Pay 
Buyers Closing Cost.
8118 Glenlea- Glenbrook Valley Area- 4-3-2d.
10318 Sagelink Circle-Sageglen- Enjoy This 4 Bedroom 
Home Located On A Cul-de-sac, With Pool & Large Covered 
Patio Area. Price At $144,900 & Seller Will Look At All Rea-
sonable Offers, Call To See This One!!

Thinking of buying or selling..... 
Give me a call!

SOLD IN 7 DAYSSOLD IN 7 DAYS

CLEAR BROOK REALTORS

Eli Tanksley
Broker/Owner
281-450-3305

Clear Brook Promises to Provide Professional, 
Ethical & Informed Services to Our New & Existing Clients

– We Have The Answer To Your Real Estate Needs –

FULL SERVICE
Real Estate
Insurance

Mortgage Loans
“FULL SERVICE Makes Your Investment EASIER”

Clear Brook Mortgage Lic#25923
11555 Beamer Rd., Ste. 100, Houston, TX 77089

PEARLAND - 2 Bedroom, Large Master. Perfect Starter 
Home. Great Location. Near 288 & Beltway. $97,000.
REGENCY ESTATES FRIENDSWOOD - 3-2-2 Beau-
tiful Clean Home W/ Sparkling Pool. Access Pool Via 
French Doors In Master Bedroom. Upgrades. $167,000.
SAN LEON - 3 BR Remodeled. Granite Counter Tops. 
Ceramic Tile, 3 Decks. Very Nice.SOLDSOLD
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Sports calendar
BASKETBALL
Friday, Feb. 19

Clear Brook varsity boys at Clear Lake, 7:00
Dobie varsity boys host Pearland, 7:30
Clear Brook JV boys at Clear Lake, 5:30
Dobie JV boys host Pearland, 6:00
Clear Brook sophomore boys at Clear Lake, 5:30
Dobie sophomore boys host Pearland, 4:30
Clear Brook freshman A boys at Clear Lake, 4:00
Dobie freshman A boys host Pearland, 6:00
Clear Brook freshman B boys at Clear Lake, 4:00
Dobie freshman B boys host Pearland, 4:30

SOCCER
Thursday, Feb. 18

Dobie JV (B) girls host Deer Park, Dobie, 3:30

Friday, Feb. 19
Clear Brook varsity girls host Clear Creek, 7:00
Clear Brook varsity boys at Clear Creek, 7:00
Dobie varsity boys at Pearland, The Rig, 7:00
Dobie varsity girls host Pearland, Newcomb, 7:00
Clear Brook JV girls host Clear Creek, 5:00
Clear Brook JV boys at Clear Creek, 5:00
Dobie JV boys at Pearland, The Rig, 5:00
Dobie JV girls host Pearland, Auxiliary, 5:00

Saturday, Feb. 20
Clear Brook sophomore boys at Clear Springs, 10 a.m.

Monday, Feb. 22
Dobie varsity boys vs. Memorial, Newcomb, 5:00
Dobie varsity girls vs. Memorial, Newcomb, 7:00
Dobie JV boys vs. Memorial, Auxiliary, 7:00
Dobie JV girls vs. Memorial, Auxiliary, 5:00

Tuesday, Feb. 23
Clear Brook varsity boys host Dickinson, 7:00
Clear Brook varsity girls at Dickinson, 7:00
Clear Brook JV boys host Dickinson, 5:00
Clear Brook JB girls at Dickinson, 5:00

Thursday, Feb. 25
Dobie JV (B) girls at Sam Rayburn, campus, 3:30

Friday, Feb. 26
Clear Brook varsity girls host Brazoswood, 7:00
Clear Brook varsity boys at Brazoswood, 7:00
Dobie varsity boys vs. South Houston, Newcomb, 7:00
Dobie varsity girls vs. South Houston, Newcomb, 5:00
Clear Brook JV girls host Brazoswood, 5:00
Clear Brook JV boys at Brazoswood, 5:00
Dobie JV boys vs. South Houston, Auxiliary, 5:00
Dobie JV girls vs. South Houston, Newcomb, 3:00

SOFTBALL
Thursday, Feb. 18

Dobie varsity at Bryan tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at Bryan tourn., TBA
Dobie JV at Pasadena tourn., PISD complex, TBA

Friday, Feb. 19
Dobie varsity at Bryan tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at Bryan tourn., TBA
Dobie JV at Pasadena tourn., PISD complex, TBA

Saturday, Feb. 20
Dobie varsity at Bryan tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at Bryan tourn., TBA
Dobie JV at Pasadena tourn., PISD complex, TBA

Tuesday, Feb. 23
Dobie varsity hosts Brazoswood, PISD complex, 6:30
Clear Brook varsity at Deer Park, 6:30
Dobie JV hosts Brazoswood, PISD complex, 5:00
Clear Brook varsity at Deer Park, 5:00

BASEBALL
Friday, Feb. 19

Dobie varsity hosts Barber’s Hill scrimmage, 3:30
Clear Brook varsity at Baytown Sterling scrimm., 3:00
Dobie JV at Barber’s Hill scrimmage, 7:00
Clear Brook JV hosts tri-scrimmage, 3:00
Dobie sophomores at Barber’s Hill scrimmage, 4:00

Monday, Feb. 22
(season openers)

Clear Brook varsity hosts Morton Ranch, 6:00
Clear Brook JV at Morton Ranch, 6:00
Clear Brook sophomores at Morton Ranch, 4:00

Tuesday, Feb. 23
(regular season openers)

Dobie varsity at Friendswood, 6:30
Dobie JV hosts Friendswood, PISD complex, 7:00
Dobie sophomores host Friendswood, PISD comp., 4:30

Thursday, Feb. 25
Dobie varsity at Angleton tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at La Porte tourn., TBA
Dobie JV at Clear Creek tourn., TBA
Clear Brook JV at Clear Creek tourn., TBA
Clear Brook sophomores at Spring tourn., TBA
Dobie sophomores at Pasadena tourn., TBA

Friday, Feb. 26
Dobie varsity at Angleton tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at La Porte tourn., TBA
Dobie JV at Clear Creek tourn., TBA
Clear Brook JV at Clear Creek tourn., TBA
Clear Brook sophomores at Spring tourn., TBA
Dobie sophomores at Pasadena tourn., TBA

Saturday, Feb. 27
Dobie varsity at Angleton tourn., TBA
Clear Brook varsity at La Porte tourn., TBA
Dobie JV at Clear Creek tourn., TBA
Clear Brook JV at Clear Creek tourn., TBA
Clear Brook sophomores at Spring tourn., TBA
Dobie sophomores at Pasadena tourn., TBA

LSA swimmers nab sixth straight at state

The Lutheran South Academy varsity boys’ swim-
ming team won the Texas Association of Private and 
Parochial Schools state title for the sixth season in a 
row. Members of the team who won medals at the 
event included, left to right, (front row) James Down-

ie, Alex Naumann, Christopher Mowrey, (back row)  
Matthew Roth, Kyle Petersen, Karch Petersen and 
Sam Kane. Along the way, the Pioneers broke six 
school records and three state marks.

Photo courtesy of LSALocal sports news, notes
San Jac soccer sets clinic/charity event

 The San Jacinto College men’s soccer team will host the Houston Intercol-
legiate Futbol Fiesta and Kicks for Hunger Clinic on Saturday, Feb. 20, at the 
South campus. Players ages 6-18, may participate in the clinic by donating two 
canned food items or nonperishable goods, which will be donated to a local food 
pantry. The clinic will be held from 4 to 5:45 p.m. The St. Thomas University 
soccer team will play against the Houston Leones PDL at 6 p.m., followed by 
Houston Baptist University vs. San Jacinto College at 8 p.m. Free player au-
tographs, programs and other promotional prizes will be given out during the 
games. For more information, contact San Jacinto head coach David Santesteban 
at 281-922-3475 or direct e-mail to David.Santesteban@sjcd.edu.

Rams host barbecue fundraiser
 The Ellington Rams of the Bay Area Football League will host a fundraising bar-
becue Saturday, Feb. 20, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Almeda Discount Tire, located 
at 10250 Almeda Genoa Road. The Rams will sell food plates with all of the trim-
mings to help raise needed funds for thw 2010 season.

Rising Stars track registration
 The Rising Stars Track Club will host registration for the upcoming spring/sum-
mer season Saturday, Feb. 20, at Dobie High School from 10 a.m. to noon. Registra-
tion will continue each Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon at Dobie through mid-March. 
Practice days are Fridays from 4:30 p.m. until dark, Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 
noon and Sundays from 3 to 5 p.m. For more information about the team and its pro-
gram, call Coach Ivory Kimble at 832-561-1248 or Fran Herndon at 281-335-1878.

SBGSA opening ceremonies
 The South Belt Girls Softball Association will host opening ceremonies Saturday, 
March 6, in the community. The festivities will begin with a parade at 9 a.m.  Opening 
ceremonies will begin around 10:45 a.m., with a carnival and scrimmage games set 
to begin at noon.  Available concessions will include barbecued  turkey legs, sand-
wiches, sausage on a stick, funnel cakes, kettle korn and more.  There will be games, 
a rock wall and infl atables for all ages.  League offi cials invite the community to join 
in for a day of fun.  SBGSA will also accept vendors for the event, to be held at El 
Franco Lee Park.  Call Yvette Rodriguez at 832-528-6391 for more details about set-
ting up a vendor booth.

San Jac soccer tryout
 The San Jacinto College men’s soccer team will hold tryouts for the 2010-2011 
season at the South campus soccer fi eld, located at 13735 Beamer Road. The tryout is 
open to high school seniors or recent graduates and college students. Participants are 
required to bring their own shin guards and are encouraged to bring water. The tryout 
date for this month is Feb. 22, from 7 to 9 p.m. For more information, call head coach 
David Santesteban at 281-922-3475 or send e-mail requests to David.Santesteban@
sjcd.edu.

SB Dolphins to host fundraiser
 The South Belt Dolphins of the Bay Area Football League will host a barbecue 
fundraiser Saturday, Feb. 20, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (or while quantities last) in front 
of Liberty Tax Service on Fuqua (next to Cici’s Pizza).  Team offi cials will sell sand-
wich plates, including chips and a drink, for $5.

BHCC offers free baseball league
 The Beverly Hills Community Center is accepting registration for a free base-
ball league for youths age 4 to 18. The sign up deadline is Feb. 19, and the season 
will begin Saturday, March 27, at the Denver Harbor Multiservice Center, 6402 
Market St. Volunteer coaches are also needed. For more information, call 713-
675-2151.

Beverly Hills C.C. activities
 The Beverly Hills Community Center is offering a series of classes that will 
soon get under way. A senior fi tness class will be held on Mondays and Wedne-
days from 10 to 11 a.m., and a ceramics class will be held on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The center will also host a beginners’ 
yoga class on Tuesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. For more information, call 713-
948-9065.

Dobie 1981 T&F reunion Feb. 26
 Thirty years after the school’s track and fi eld state championship, members of the 
1981 Dobie High School team are planning a reunion. The event is set for Friday, Feb. 
26, at Cullen’s restaurant on Space Center Boulevard.  Sammy Shimfessell, one of 
the former Dobie stars who is helping organize the event along with Todd Whistler, is 
looking forward to an evening of fun and the sharing of memories. 
 Head coach John Bryan is expected to attend, and he will be honored by his former 
athletes with a plaque and plenty of stories. The committee, headed by Whistler and 
Shimfessell in Houston, has received commitments from quite a few of their team-
mates from 1981. 
 There are others the group is still seeking contact information for, including Ar-
mando Canales, Curtis McWoodson and Pete Ramos. Anyone with details on any of 
those is asked to call Shimfessell at 281-924-9804.

Rams select signup date
 The Ellington Rams of the Bay Area Football League will host registration for 
returning players, drill team members and cheerleaders Saturday, March 6, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League facility at El Franco Lee 
Park. All youths registering for any of the programs must also bring a birth certifi cate 
copy.

Atkinson to host health/fi tness fair
 The Atkinson Elementary Physical Education department will host its second an-
nual health and fi tness fair at the school March 30, 2010, from 5 to 7 p.m. All students 
of the school are invited to come and bring their families to participate in the festivi-
ties.  
 Some of the activities will include; jump ropes, cup stacking, jogging, dance, 
dance revolution and many more.  Inside the school, various vendor booths will in-
clude products and services from a variety of health and fi tness areas.

Pioneers re-set three state records
 Powered by three state 
records and six school re-
cords, the Lutheran South 
Academy boys won their 
unprecedented sixth con-
secutive Texas Associa-
tion of Private and Paro-
chial Schools Division II 
(5A/4A classes) Swim-
ming Championship Feb. 
6 in Conroe
 The Pioneers fi nished 
fi rst with 102 points, with 
Second Baptist School of 
Houston in second place 
with 101 points and Awty 
International School of 
Houston in third place 
with 85 points. 
 “The boys’ team ex-
ceeded my expectations in 
breaking so many school 
and state records,” head 

 The team of Kane, 
Mowrey, juniors Matthew 
Roth and James Downie 
fi nished sixth in the 400-
yard freestyle relay to 
clinch the title for LSA.

Girls take 12th
 The Lutheran South 
girls fi nished 12th in the 
team standings with 14 
points.    
 Junior Kathleen Bryan 
claimed fi fth in the 100-
yard breaststroke.  
 The team of Bryan, se-
niors Kayla Shaffer and 
Kirstie Merchant, and 
junior Jill Friese claimed 
sixth place in the 200-yard 
medley relay and went on 
to capture seventh place 
in the 400-yard freestyle 
relay.

coach Cerise Skinner said. 
 “Having such a worthy 
opponent in Second Baptist 
ignited the swimmers.”
 Two LSA relays set both 
state and school records. 
 The foursome of seniors 
Karch Petersen, Kyle Pe-
tersen and Sam Kane along 
with junior Alex Naumann 
won the 200-yard medley 
relay in a time of 1 minute, 
43.10 seconds, breaking the 
mark set by LSA in 2005.  
The same team won the 
200-yard freestyle relay in 
1:32.87. 
 The Pioneers’ relay team 
swimmers also fi nished 
high in individual events.   
 Karch Petersen fi nished 
fi rst in the 500-yard free-
style at 4:44.51, setting 

both TAPPS Division II and 
school records.  
 He fi nished second in the 
200-yard freestyle in a time 
of 1:47.40, a school record.   
 Kyle Petersen fi nished 
fi rst in the 100-yard back-
stroke and third in the 200-
yard individual medley, es-
tablishing a school record in 
the individual medley.   
 Naumann fi nished fi rst in 
the 50-yard freestyle and the 
100-yard freestyle, setting a 
school record of 21.84 in 
the 50-freestyle.
 Kane took third in the 
100-yard butterfl y, and 
freshman Christopher Mow-
rey fi nished sixth in the 
200-yard individual medley 
and seventh in the 100-yard 
backstroke.  

Veal picks Louisiana-Monroe

At right, Chavez High 
School senior Roland 
Veal (at left in photo) 
is shown with Chavez 
head coach Michael 
Jackson after signing a 
letter of intent to con-
tinue his education and 
football career at the 
University of Louisiana-
Monroe. Veal grew up in 
the South Belt area and 
played baseball in the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League and foot-
ball with the Sagemont 
Cowboys of the Bay 
Area Football League. 
He is the son of Vonnicia 
and Reginald Veal. 

Submitted photo

Five Dobie High School football players, all seniors, 
were named to the academic all-state team by the 
Texas High School Coaches Association. Those hon-
orees included, left to right, Aaron Kutra, Garrett 

Leland, Juan Perez and Nathan Touchette. Not pic-
tured is Michael Collins. Leland was a member of the 
second team, and the others were honorable mention 
selections. 

Dobie academic all-state football honored

 The South Belt Lakers’ 
7-8-year-old Pasadena Rec-
reation Department basket-
ball team won two games to 
stay on a roll.
 In their fi rst game, the 
Lakers took on the Pasa-
dena Spurs and won a tough 
game 18-11 by playing well 
in all phases.
 Devin Childs led the 
scoring with 12 points, and 
Tyler Guzman added four 
points. Guillermo Gil had 
two points.
 Childs had numerous 
steals, and  Guzman, Rob-
ert Ernest and Keyveon 
Thompson also paced the 
defense.
 The Lakers’ rebounding 
was led by Kobe Ruiz, Gil 

and Andre Cruz.
 In their second game of 
the day, the Lakers took on 
the Pasadena Punishers and 
won by a score of 22-8 to 
complete a sweep.
 The Lakers started fast as 
they took a 6-0 lead in the 
fi rst quarter and led 14-2 at 
halftime.
 Childs again led the scor-
ing with 12 points. 
 Thompson had 6 points, 
and Keon Thompson and 
Robert Ernest had two 
points apiece.
 Defensively doing an 
excellent job in both games 
for the Lakers was Childs, 
Ruiz, Thompson, Ernest, 
Stacy Lagrone, Fernando 
Sifuentes and Ivan Salas.

Lakers’ hoops wins pair

Four Atkinson Elementary students represented their 
school at the Pasadena Independent School District’s 
Big Shoot-Out contest at Phillips Field House. Those 
students included, left to right, third-grade student 

Joseph Ortega, third grade student DeYona Gaston 
and fourth-grade students Alexis Oses and Gavin 
Machado. At district, Gaston was fi fth and Oses 
placed seventh.              Photo by Wanda Soto/Atkinson

Atkinson students hit Big Shootout
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Call Today
281-481-5656

HELP WANTEDCALENDAR

Continued on Page 4B

Need help around the offi ce?

Place an ad in the Leader’s Help 
Wanted section and you will be 

sure to fi nd all the help you need.

Call the Leader today!
281-481-5656

The Leader is looking for 
a Sales Person.

Email your resume to 
mynews@southbeltleader.com
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THURSDAY, FEB. 18
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.
Al-Anon - Meets every Thursday from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Room 111. For information, call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (Southeast) Chapter – A 
social group interested in the culture, music, heritage and lan-
guage of the immigrants in early German settlements in Texas. 
Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 
Scarsdale Blvd. Visitors are welcome. Call 281-481-1238 for more 
information.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke The Evangelist Catholic Church Tutoring – St. Luke’s 
offers tutoring classes Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the church located at 11011 Hall Road. 
For more information, call 281-484-1397 or e-mail joe_pavlicek@
yahoo.com.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays 
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, FEB. 19
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 

from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Free Line Dance Class – The Friendswood Senior Citizen 
Program offers free line dancing classes. The class is held at 
the activity building, located at 416 Morningside. All area senior 
citizens, 55 or older, are invited. Previous experience not required. 
For more information, call 281-482-8441.

Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous – The 
ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club in 
Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program 
of hope, healing and recovery for people who grew up in alcoholic 
or dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 281-286-1431.

SATURDAY, FEB. 20
6 p.m.

Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the Westminster 
Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Refreshments 
provided. For more information, contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-
5675 or visit www.frontiersquares.com.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Chorus – The Bay Area Chorus is a combination of 
two choirs, the Bay Area Mixed Chorus and Bay Area Women’s 
Chorus, that serve the Houston-Galveston Bay area with choral 
music. There are more than 100 volunteer singers participating this 
season. A performance will be held Saturday, Feb. 20, at 7 p.m. at 
Zion Lutheran Church, 3606 Beauchamp (Woodland Heights) in 
Houston. Guests will be Houston Boychoir, Carole Nelson, direc-
tor, and Prairie View A&M Concert Chorale, A. Jan Taylor, director. 
Tickets are $10 in advance. At-the-door prices are $15 for adults 
and $12 for students or seniors ages 65 and over. Group rates 
are available. Tickets can be ordered by phone at 281-326-1286, 
by e-mail at info@bayareachorus.org or purchased online at www.
bayareachorus.org. Tickets will also be sold at the door beginning 

30 minutes prior to the performance.
Bay Area Bluegrass Association – Produces a bluegrass music 
show and jam session the third Saturday of each month, May and 
December are exceptions. The stage show begins at 7 p.m., but 
pickers are welcome to bring their instruments and come earlier. 
Admission is free. The show is held at the Johnny Arolfo Civic 
Center, 300 Walker in League City. For more information, visit 
http://www.bayareabluegrass.org.

SUNDAY, FEB. 21
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved one. 
Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas 
from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more information, call 281-487-8787.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, FEB. 22
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

9 a.m.
Friends of Parker Williams Library – Meetings are held at the 
Parker Williams Branch Library on the fourth Monday of each 
month at 9 a.m. except for January, April, July and October, when 
they are held at 7 p.m. to accommodate members who work during 
the day. There will be no meeting in December.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for 
a complete list of services offered.

Weather hampered preseason baseball plans; season coming Feb. 22
 The high school baseball 
season begins Feb. 22-23 as 
Dobie plays at Friendswood 
Feb. 22, and Clear Brook 
hosts Morton Ranch Feb. 
23.
 With the clock ticking, 
Longhorns’ fi rst-year head 
coach Miguel Torres and his 
counterpart at Clear Brook, 
Russell Ferrell, are con-
cerned about much more 
than opposing teams.
 The wet and cold weath-
er has affected all of the 
teams in the Houston area 
trying to get ready for the 
upcoming season since af-
ter-school workouts began 
in late January.
 Teams trying to cultivate 
younger, less experienced 
varsity players, such as Do-
bie, have been particularly 
at risk.
 Meanwhile, Ferrell is 
hoping that his varsity-
tested roster will be able to 
get off the mark quickly no 
matter the circumstances.

Torres leads Dobie
 Despite the early season 
disruptions, Torres is eager 
to manage his fi rst varsity 
game after being the varsity 
assistant for the previous 
four seasons.
 The Longhorns aren’t 
totally rebuilding after last 
year’s bidistrict playoff ap-
pearance, but the program 
doesn’t have a great deal of 
experience.
 Just three players – 
catcher Justin Eckols, in-
fi elder Aris Adame and 
outfi elder Joseph Gutierrez 
– were full-time starters. 
Three other players – Aaron 
Kutra, Al Gonzalez and An-
drew Williams – had part-
time roles.
 So Torres isn’t starting 
over, but it isn’t very com-
forting to peer out of the 
athletics fi eld house and 
see more rain or gusty wind 
conditions in play.
 The Longhorns had their 
fi rst two scrimmages can-
celed or postponed. With 
the regular season now days 
away, this team will open 
against Friendswood as a 
work in progress, especially 
on the mound.
 Inning-eaters Daniel 
Sawyer and Cody Priest 
graduated after last season 
and are playing collegiate-
ly.  
 Of the returnees, Adame 
has the most experience 
but is viewed as the team’s 
closer. 

Pitching is youthful
 Seniors such as Adame, 
Mike Medina, Blake Bey-
naerts and Austin Abbott 
pitched in that playoff se-
ries against Channelview 
last spring, but only Adame 
saw signifi cant action at the 
varsity level during the reg-
ular season.
 The plan remains for 
Adame to be a full-time 
starter at either shortstop or 
second base. He will close 
out games for the Long-
horns as a reliever.
 As starters, the Long-
horns will get a look at 
many players not limited to 
a group that includes Ab-
bott, Beynaerts, Medina and 
several others who pitched 
at the junior varsity or soph-
omore levels in 2009.
 Infi eld in the works
 Things are still a bit un-
settled in the infi eld. Eckols 
was a standout in his fi rst 
season behind the plate, but 
the Longhorns also have 
other options.
 Edward Peabody is a ca-
pable performer behind the 
plate, but he is still play-
ing basketball and won’t 
join the team until Dobie’s 
hoops season is fi nished. 
 In a perfect world, Tor-

res would leave Eckols be-
hind the plate, but Torres is 
also trying to shore up other 
positions in the infi eld and 
outfi eld. Of special concern, 
Dobie has to fi nd the right 
player to handle third base.
 “The thing that helps us 
is that a lot of these guys are 
versatile enough to be able 
to play more than one posi-
tion,” Torres said. 
 “Eckols can play any-
where, and with Peabody 
back behind the plate, we 
have some fl exibility. Some 
of our other guys like Aris 
and Al can play in the mid-
dle infi eld. Several guys can 
play fi rst base. What we 
have to do is let them play 
and decide who fi ts best 
where.”
 Gutierrez paces outfi eld
 Dobie has a proven all-
district outfi elder in Gutier-
rez. Other than him, howev-
er, the Longhorns are seek-
ing a pair of full-time start-
ers. In 2009, Kutra shared 
time in left fi eld and in the 
role of designated hitter.
 Seniors Andrew Wil-
liams and Brandon Brous-
sard could see increased 
time in the outfi eld. B.J. 
Burton did not play much at 
the varsity level last season 
as a designated hitter but is 
another candidate for more 
playing time.
 When will things get 
sorted out for the Long-
horns? Perhaps not until the 
varsity team completes its 
three tournaments, the last 
one coming at Round Rock 
March 11-13.
 In fact, Torres concedes 
that since the weather has 
particularly slowed the 
pitchers’ ability to get their 
arms up to speed, things are 
going to take time to devel-
op.
 And, the varsity and ju-
nior varsity roster aren’t 
likely set. At the tourna-
ments, it won’t be uncom-
mon for the Longhorns to 
dress extra players.
 “We have to evaluate a 
lot of guys,” Torres said. 
“Of course we have a good 
idea of what we would like 
to see happen, but I think 
we’re going to have to play 
10 games or so to get a good 
look.
 “Our pitchers haven’t 
had the weather cooperate 
enough to be able to prop-
erly build arm strength. 
With that in mind, our pitch 
counts aren’t going to be 90 
in the beginning.
 “Instead, we are going 
to have to have guys giving 
us four innings here, three 
there and so on. We might 
be pitching by committee 
for a while.”
 How will things go this 
season for the Longhorns?  
 Time will tell, but it’s a 
given that a few players are 
going to have to step up and 
deliver big years.
 Defending state fi nal-
ist Pearland will likely be 
a contender despite losing 
several key players to the 
college game. 
 La Porte possesses the 
district’s top power threat in 
Kendrick Perkins, a Texas 
A&M signee. Deer Park 
and Memorial both have the 
veteran pitching that Dobie 
doesn’t.
 “It’s always a tough 
district,” Torres said. “Our 
players have gone against 
these same teams for sev-
eral years and know what to 
expect. 
 “We have to be able to 
go out and get the job done. 
That’s the bottom line Our 
pitching is going to be the 
key, but it is for any team.”

Brook welcomes talent
 Entering his 12th sea-

son, Ferrell is excited about 
what the possibilities are 
for Clear Brook after a run 
to the area playoff round in 
2009.
 The Wolverines lost to 
Pearland in that round, but 
later billed the season as a 
huge success after starting 
as many as six underclass-
men.
 If nothing else, the Wol-
verines may be able to sim-
ply pick up where they left 
off last season.
 Clear Brook will enter 
the season with a trio of 
junior pitchers who all ex-
celled in 2009.
 Ryan Vruggink, the 
opening day starter on the 
mound, went on to have a 
solid season. He also hit 
.309 with a pair of homers 
at the plate en route to all-
district utility player hon-
ors.
 Andrew Phu posted a 4-1 
mark with a 2.72 earned run 
average, fanning 34 in 28 
innings of work.
 Keaton Miller also stood 
out, going 4-2 with a 3.86 
ERA.
 In the fi eld, the Wolver-
ines also have plenty of 
experience. Catcher Kris 
Templin is back behind the 
plate, and Matt Heidt is one 
of the area’s top defensive 
shortstops. 
 Clear Brook should also 
get a big lift from senior 
infi elder Michael Donovan, 
who was on the varsity team 
as a sophomore but missed 
last season with a wrist in-
jury.
 In fact, Ferrell considers 
Donovan the team’s leader 
as a senior and thinks Don-
ovan can start at fi rst base, 
second base or third base 
depending on who is pitch-
ing.
 The outfi eld will be an-
chored by Derek Montag. 
Ferrell will need to fi nd two 
new starters in the outfi eld, 
but there are solid candi-
dates on the roster.
 Because the Houston 
area is the hotbed for talent 
statewide, the Wolverines 
may fl y under the radar.
 As usual, the District 24-
5A ranks will be tough with 
Brazoswood, Clear Creek, 
Alvin and Clear Lake pos-
sessing solid programs. Bra-
zoswood, in fact, will enter 
the season as the favorite to 
win the 24-5A title.
 But Ferrell believes the 
Wolverines can put together 
a good season once again. 
The team went 17-12 over-
all last season and at 8-6 had 
to settle for fourth place, but 
the Wolverines made waves 
in the playoffs.
 “We started fi ve sopho-
mores and a freshman last 
year quite often, and all of 
those guys are back (Miller, 
Vruggink, Phu, Heidt, Tem-
plin, Montag).
 “Some of them have im-
proved quite a bit, others not 
as much as I had hoped.”

    Pitching is deep
 Clear Brook may not 
have the dominant staff ace 
that strikes fear into oppo-
nents, but there are plenty 
of players ready to toe the 
rubber.
 “On the mound, we have 
Vruggink, Miller and Phu 
back, and those guys started 
every district ball game for 
us last year and threw some-
thing like 85 percent of all 
of our innings in district. I 
think that is a good thing.”
 “Vruggink and Miller 
have been throwing well, 
and Phu is still in basket-
ball, so as soon as we get 
Phu out here we should be 
at full strength.”
 Others who may fi t into 
the pitching mix at some 

point include Nolan Tra-
banino, Templin, Justin 
Clemons and Craig Boone.

Heidt leads infi eld
 The Wolverines have a 
full-time starter at shortstop 
with the defensive-minded 
Heidt. 
 Elsewhere, the Wolver-
ines will use a variety of 
players based on which 
player is on the mound.
 Vruggink will also play 
fi rst base when he isn’t 
pitching. Phu will be at sec-
ond base when he isn’t on 
the mound, and Miller will 
handle the majority of the 
third base duties unless he 
is pitching. The regular fi ll-
in at those three positions 
will be Donovan.
 When Templin pitches, 
Matt Fox, a sophomore, can 
handle the catching duties.

Outfi eld needs answers
 How will the Wolver-

Clear Brook ready for baseball opener Feb. 22

Seven returning starters, including a pair of pitchers, will lead the way as the 
Clear Brook Wolverines go to battle this season after an appearance in the area 
playoffs last season. Those returnees include, left to right, (front row) Matt Heidt, 
Keaton Miller, Andrew Phu, Derek Montag, (back row) Kris Temblin, Ryan 

Vruggink and Michael Donovan. Vruggink, Miller and Phu will highlight a vet-
eran pitching staff. Donovan is also expected to provide a lift after missing the 
2009 season with a wrist injury.

The Cardinals, an 11-year-old youth basketball team 
in the Pasadena Recreation Department league, 
will enter the playoffs with an undefeated record. 
Members of the team are, left to right, (front row) 
Kaelon Woods, Evan Hausler, Joshua Shields, Mark 

Eldridge, Isaiah Brooks, Jalen Williams, (back row) 
assistant coach Tanesha Mercer, Nick Alvarez, Tyson 
Thompson, Christian Perez, Anthony Owens, DeAn-
dre Childs and head coach Ray Owens. Not pictured 
is Jaylon Bolden.

Youth hoops Cardinals still unbeaten

ines handle the loss of two 
starting outfi elders, includ-
ing all-district performer 
D.J. Julks? In left fi eld, 
three players are in the mix 
to start, including seniors 
Evan Webb and Michael 
Holtzclaw and junior Con-
nor Eck.
 Montag or Eck will be 
in center fi eld, and the right 
fi eld spot will likely be open 
to either Webb or Clemons. 
Montag and Webb are also 
candidates to be the team’s 
designated hitter.
 “We are planning on 
building on our success and 
having an even bigger year,” 
Ferrell said. “Among our 
senior losses from 2009, we 
had several offensive pro-
ducers move on. So, moving 
forward we are looking for 
some of these other guys to 
step up and help us be even 
better offensively.”  

Dobie Longhorns
Head coach: Miguel Torres, 1st season
2009 fi nish: Fourth in District 22-5A, lost 
to Channelview in bidistrict round
Key losses: Daniel Sawyer (P), Cody 
Priest (P), Derrick Murray (3B), Sam 
Grant (1B/P)
Key returnees: Justin Eckols (C), Aris 
Adame (SS/2B/P), Al Gonzalez (SS), 
Joseph Gutierrez (OF), Aaron Kutra (OF/
DH)
Key to 2010 success: The Longhorns will 
go with several fi rst-time varsity pitch-
ers, and these players will have to develop 
quickly at the higher level.

Brook Wolverines
Head coach: Russell Ferrell, 12th season
2009 fi nish: Fourth in District 24-5A, beat 
Dulles in bidistrict, lost to Pearland in 
area round.
Key losses: Colton Cromer (P), Alex Kuhn 
(DH/1B), Derrick Murray (OF), D.J. Julks
Key returnees: Ryan Vruggink (P), 
Keaton Miller (P), Matt Heidt (SS), An-
drew Phu (P), Kris Templin (C)
Key to 2010 success: The Wolverines start-
ed a handful of sophomores and a fresh-
man last season yet excelled. This season, 
Clear Brook simply wants to continue to 
grow as a varsity unit.

 With winning in their 
hearts and playoffs on 
their minds, the Cardinals’ 
11-12-year-old team in the 
Pasadena Recreation De-
partment basketball league 
claimed another victory to 
close out the regular sea-
son.
 This time, the Cardi-
nals’ victory came over 
the Longhorns as each 
team member did his part 
to help the team stay un-
beaten in the regular sea-
son.
 The excitement started 
when Anthony Owens 
stole the ball away from the 
Longhorns and completed 
an astonishing layup, giv-
ing the Cardinals a quick 
lead.
 A few minutes later, the 
Cardinals showed the true 
defi nition of teamwork 
when Christian Perez re-
bounded a Longhorns’ 
miss and fi red a pass to 
Tyson Thompson.
 Taking the ball, Thomp-
son sent an assist to Kael-
on Woods for two points.  
 DeAndre Childs, Isa-

iah Brooks and Christian 
Perez added an additional 
15 points, which gave the 
Cardinals a 17-point lead 
at halftime, but the game 
was not over yet. 
 Joshua Shields brought 
the Cardinals’ fans to their 
feet when he started the 
third quarter by handling 
his duties at the free throw 
line. 
 Evan Hausler followed 
Sheilds’ work with a jump 
shot that completely si-
lenced the Longhorns.  
 The Cardinals’ out-
standing defensive effort 
was led  by Mark Eldridge, 
Jaylon Bolden and Nick 
Alvarez as they controlled 
the Longhorns’ end of the 
court and helped bring the 
fi nal score to 35-12, keep-
ing the team unbeaten. 
 Now set to enter the 
playoffs, the Cardinals are 
undefeated and ready to 
take on any team in their 
way. To this point, the 
Cardinals have succeeded 
due to teamwork, which 
they will continue to use 
in the playoffs.
 

Cards’ 11-12 hoops
to playoffs unbeaten
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REAL ESTATE

LAWN & GARDEN

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

Additional

SERVICE

Ads on page 5B

SERVICE
CALENDAR
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buy...
you’ll save 
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sell...
you’ll 
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money!
Call Today

281-481-5656

Gardening 
Tip of the Week 
Remember to cover 
your outdoor plants 
when temperatures 
reach near freezing.

$10

Fall is uponus, does yourlawn need
help?

One coupon per customer. With coupon 
only. Not valid with any other offer.

Holidays are coming
soon. Schedule your

cleaning appointment
early and save 

We Clean Houses…
L A N D S C A P I N G  &  L A W N  C A R E

&

281.997.2711
weclean3@comcast.net     www.wecleanyourway.com

Continued from Page 3B

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 832-768-6292 •• 281-922-4787 281-922-4787

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY !

TEXAS TREE TRIMMING                              
832-736-9777

         Eric Anthony UHCL1991 • Dobie 1983

CALL US TODAY!!

MEDICAL OFFICE 
SPACE FOR LEASE

Near Memorial Hermann
Southeast Hospital

Up to 5,000 sq. ft. 
Call: 

281-484-5587

Here comes the 
bride... 

Let South Belt Graphics & 
Printing take care of all your 

printing needs 
for your special day.

Invitations • Envelopes • Napkins • 
Matchbooks • Thank You Cards

11555 Beamer
281-484-4337

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Termite & Pest Control
• Roaches • Rats • Mice • Spiders

• Ants • Fleas • Termites • Silverfish

 

 

TERMITE SPECIALIST

ANY SEASON
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

(281) 484-6740

Any season in Houston
is bug season.

Residential • Commercial

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Need a yard man?
Call the Green Mile Lawn Service

Mow • Edge • Flower beds • Trim 
- Also Build Decks -

Commercial / Residential
832-409-9058 • 713-910-1561

832-526-7269
281-484-2426

‘84 BLAZER 4X4: Not Running
‘93 GMC Safari van: Needs transmission work 

FOR
SALE

$1,500 As-Is for
BOTH vehicles OBO

FIX OR USE
FOR PARTS!

�����

Noon
Free Exercise Class – Basic low impact aerobic classes on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at noon at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road. Registration is required. 
For more information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at the IHOP on Fuqua 
from 6 to 9 p.m. All who enjoy the game or want to learn to play are 
invited to join. For more information, call 281-488-2923.

6:30 p.m.
Civil Air Patrol Meeting – Weekly at Ellington Field in the Civil Air 
Patrol Building. Call 281-484-1352 and leave a message for more 
information.

7 p.m.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every 
Monday from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehab Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a spouse or 
other loved one are invited to participate. For information, call Betty 
Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

7:30 p.m.
Bay Area Chorus – The Bay Area Chorus is a combination of 
two choirs, the Bay Area Mixed Chorus and Bay Area Women’s 
Chorus, that serve the Houston-Galveston Bay area with choral 
music. There are more than 100 volunteer singers participating this 
season. A performance will be held Monday, Feb. 22, at 7:30 p.m. 
at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau 
Bay. Guests will be the Clear Lake High School Symphonic Men, 
LaRinda Horan, director; Lonnie W. Tanner, assistant director; 
Barbara Johnson Tucker, gospel recording artist; and Phillip Hall, 
pianist. Tickets are $10 in advance. At-the-door prices are $15 for 
adults and $12 for students or seniors ages 65 and over. Group 
rates are available. Tickets can be ordered by phone at 281-326-
1286, by e-mail at info@bayareachorus.org or purchased on line at 
www.bayareachorus.org. Tickets will also be sold at the door begin-
ning 30 minutes prior to the performance.

TUESDAY, FEB. 23
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at Maxum Bank in League City. For more information, call 
281-946-4237 or 281-471-5048.

Noon
Free Exercise Class – Basic low impact aerobic classes on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at noon at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road. Registration is required. 
For more information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.

1 p.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, an old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. 
Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 5 p.m. 204 S. Main. For informa-
tion, call 713-472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Center, 4021 Brookhaven, Pasadena. Visit www.
hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
Clear Lake Toastmasters Club – Meets at the Clear Lake Church 
of Christ, 938 El Dorado Blvd. Call Jerry Tate at 281-481-5417 for 
information.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – Meets at Sagemont 
Recreation Center, 11507 Hughes. For information, call Erma 
Coskey at 713-946-6049.

7 p.m.
St. Luke The Evangelist Catholic Church Tutoring – St. Luke’s 
offers tutoring classes Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the church located at 11011 Hall Road. 
For more information, call 281-484-1397 or e-mail joe_pavlicek@

yahoo.com.
Houston Space City Lions Club – Meets the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf 
Freeway. For more information, call George Malone at 281-438-
7243.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Tuesdays and Sundays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 24
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Club – Meets the second and fourth week of each 
month at Covenant United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of 
activities, trips, etc. Call Nellie Galney at 713-991-3517 for more 
information.

Noon
Free Exercise Class – Basic low impact aerobic classes on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at noon at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road. Registration is required. 
For more information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 
5 p.m. at First Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, 
Pearland. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services 
offered.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Domestic 
violence support group for male survivors meets each Wednesday 
at 210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for informa-
tion. Participants may join at any time as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Confidential 
domestic violence support group for women meets every week. For 
information, call 281-338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturning point.
com. BATP is located at 210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway between 
Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis hotline is 
281-286-2525.

THURSDAY, FEB. 25
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.
Al-Anon - Meets every Thursday from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Room 111. For information, call 281-487-8787.

6:30 p.m.
St. Luke The Evangelist Catholic Church Tutoring – St. Luke’s 
offers tutoring classes Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the church located at 11011 Hall Road. 
For more information, call 281-484-1397 or e-mail joe_pavlicek@
yahoo.com.

7 p.m.
Pasadena Gulf Coast Art Society – Monthly meetings held the 
last Thursday of each month in the Community Room at Pasadena 
Town Square Mall.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays 
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

YARD SAND
Wesson Sand Co., Inc.

Delivered/Picked-Up

Dispatch: 281-431-0609

Locations in 

Pearland, Texas City,

Missouri City, & 

Richmond-Rosenburg, TX 

Yard Sand & Top Soil

• Serving all Southeast Areas
• Specializing In New and Resale Homes
• Quality Service Award Winning Office
• Se Habla Español

281-481-9000
10914 Fuqua

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

TAX CREDIT AVAIL-
ABLE- 10% Of Sales Price 
Up To $8,000 For 1st Time 
Buyers Or Persons Not 
Owning A Home In The Last 
3 Years. Move Up Buyers 
Can Receive Up To $6,500. 
Call For Details 
PIENSA COMPRAR o 
vender su casa, aquí esta-
mos para servirles
FORECLOSED HOMES 
are available at attractive 
prices. Call us. 
THINKING OF 
SELLING? Chances are 
you’ll be pleasantly sur-
prised at the value of your 
home. Call today & ask for 
our FREE estimate of your 
property’s value!
HUD HOME:  10223 Dusty 
Hollow 3-2-2 Formal Dining, 
Large Den, 1,805 Sq. Ft. 
Per Appraisal. Built ‘02. 
$112,00.
FOR LEASE:  Bridgegate 
3-2-2, Den W/ High Ceilings, 
FP, Split Plan. Refrigerator, 
Washer, Dryer Stay, $1,250/
Mo. Plus Equal Deposit. 1 
Year Lease.
SAGEMONT: 1.5 Story 
4-2-2, Formal Dining, 
Master Downstairs, Large 
Sun Room, Covered Patio, 

Air/Heat 09’, Greenhouse. 
$105,000.
HUD HOME: 10414 
Kirkshire, 3 Bedroom, 2 
Baths, 2 Living Areas, 
Larger Master. $90,000.
KIRKWOOD: 3-1.5-2 Den 
With Cathedral Ceiling,  
Hollywood Bath, Covered 
Patio, Washer, Dryer, 
Refrigerator Stay. Needs 
Some TLC. $80,500.
PASADENA: 714 Finfrock- 
Beautiful 3 Bedroom, 
Modern Kitchen, Fireplace, 
Custom Cabinets, Updated 
Appliances, Wiring, Roof, 
Plumbing, Fixtures &  More. 
Washer, Dryer, Refrigerator 
Included. $99,800.
PASADENA: 2315 Harper 
Dr.- Custom 2 Story 3-2-2 
Priced To Sell, Large Den, 
Fp, Dining Room, Game 
Room, Plus In-Ground Pool! 
Has 2734 Sqft Per HCAD. 
Needs Some TLC. Washer, 
Dryer, Refrigerator Stay.  
$119,000.
KIRKWOOD:  Attractive 
4-2-2D, Formals, Den, FP, 
Breakfast Area, New Carpet, 
Fresh Paint, New Tile In 
Kitchen & Baths, Screened 
Patio, Beautiful Backyard, 
$124,000.

SCARSDALE:  Beautiful 
Updated 3-2-2, Fresh Paint 
Inside & Out, Huge Den W/ 
High Ceiling & FP, New 
Counter tops In Kitchen, 
Ceramic Tile, Laminate In 
Bedrooms, Covered Patio. 
$122,500.
BEVERLY HILLS: Nice 3 
Bedroom Re-built After Fire, 
New Sheetrock, Cabinets, 
Granite Counters with Tile 
Backsplash, Fixtures, Floor-
ing, Air/Heat, Appliances, 
Double Pane Windows, 
Hardi-Plank On Exterior, 
New Roof, Fence & More. 
$107,500.
BRIDGEGATE: 3-2-2 
Formal Living/ Dining, 
Fireplace, Vaulted Ceilings 
In Den, Large Rooms, Fresh 
Paint, Storage Shed, Shows 
Like a Model Home. Built In 
2000. $140,000.
CEDARWILD TOWN-
HOME:  Like New 2 
Bedroom, 1.5 Bath 
Townhome Rebuilt After 
Fire With Energy saving 
Features, Porcelain Tile On 
First Floor and All Wet 
Areas, Berber Carpet in 
Bedroom Private Patios. 
$69,500.

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Thinking Of Selling??… Call for our FREE 
ESTIMATE OF YOUR PROPERTY’S VALUE!

Sandra & Laura Yandell, LLC
“The Sold Team”

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING A HOME…

CALL:
“THE SOLD TEAM!”

 281-464-SOLD (7653)
Re/Max Top Realty

★SAGEGLEN - Beautiful 4-2.5-3Det On Cul-De-Sac! Both Formals, Study.  
 Hardwood Floors, C-Tile, Granite C-Tops, Fresh Paint, Updates Galore! WOW!  
 #COUR
★KIRKWOOD - Great 4-2-2, Ceramic Tile, Both Formals, Spacious Bedrooms,  
 Great Curb Appeal! #HOL
★SAGEGLEN - Stunning 4-2-2 W/Sunroom Or Gameroom, Ceramic Tile, Remodel  
 Kitchen, Den W/FP, Looks Like New! #PER
★PEARLAND - Gorgeous 4-3.5-2 In Desirable Gated Community! Study, Formal  
 Dining, Gameroom/Media Room, Hardwood & Tile Flooring, Totally Upgraded -  
 Wow! #CHAP
★BEVERLY HILLS - Lovely 3-2-2, 2 Story, Ceramic Tile, Formal Living, Covered  
 Patio! #HOFF
★CLEARWOOD CROSSING- Reduced! Great 3-2-2, almost new, pre-
 foreclosure, priced to sell! $108,000.
★RIVERSTONE RANCH- Stunning 4-2-2 W/Game Room or 3  Bedroom W/ 
 Study! Gorgeous Kitchen W/Skylight, Wood Laminate Flooring, Ceramic Tile, Both  
 Formals! WOW! #CLIF
★SAGEMONT PARK- Lovely 3-2-2 With Both Formals Or Study, Sun Room,  
 Wood Laminate, Tile, Custom Kitchen, Pool! #WICK
★SCARSDALE- Great Starter Home! 4-1.5-1 Very Well Cared For. New Roof,  
 Recent Paint, Looks Great! #FMEAD

CALL US ABOUT TAX CREDITS 
FOR BUYERS!

Deadlines have been extended -
Don’t miss out!!

INTEREST RATES ARE AT HISTORIC LOWS!

SOLD IN 10 DAYS!
SOLD IN 10 DAYS!

SOLD IN 12 DAYS!
SOLD IN 12 DAYS!

SOLD IN 10 DAYS
SOLD IN 10 DAYS

SOLDSOLD
SOLDSOLD

"The Company You'll Keep"

RRoy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

Be one of our  �  1,000’s  � of satisfied customers!

KIRKWOOD- Very Nice 3 Bed 2 Bath W/ Gameroom. New Carpet & Paint, Ceramic
    Tile. Both Formals, Walk In Closets. Reduced $119,900. Call Judy, 281-703-6309.

NEW LISTING, KIRKWOOD SOUTH- 3-2-2 Fantastic Updates, New Carpet, Paint, Coun-
ter Tops, Sink & Appliances. Lg. Master & Great Master Bath Only $124,900!
NEW LISTING, SAGEMEADOW- Beautiful 3-2-2 W/Large Screened-In Patio. Great Open 
Floor Plan W/ 19x22 Living. High Ceilings & Fireplace. Large Kitchen, Spacious Master, 
Walk-In Closets, Won’t Last! Only $119,900.

NEW LISTING, SAGEMONT- 4 Bed/ 2 Bath Updated 2 Story. New Carpet & Paint, AC & 
Heat Replaced, Master Down, Huge Backyard W/ Covered Patio. Priced To Sell! $109,900.

SAGEMEADOW- 1 Story, 4 Bdrm-2 Bath, Perry Home W/ Beautiful Tile Floors & Updated 
Kitchen. Great Garage Apartment W/Full Bath. Great Price, $139,900.

A FAMILY OWNED COMOMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

Homes of the week!

Top Agents!

Superior Service!

Personal Attention!

= Positive Results!

= Positive Results!
      CelebratiCelebrating
      “40”“40” years! years!
      Buying or Selling? Call the Experts!

SOLDSOLD

AUCTION
CT CHURCH AUCTION: 9701 
Almeda-Genoa, Houston, TX 
77075. Sat., Feb. 27, @11 a.m. A 
variety of items will be auctioned 
including commercial building 
materials. All major credit cards 
will be accepted. For more infor-
mation visit www.ctchurch.tv or 
call 713-944-4815. 2-25

AUTOMOTIVE
FOR SALE: ‘84 BLAZER 4X4, not 
running, & ‘93 GMC Safari van, 
needs transmission work. Fix or 
use for parts. Both vehicles for 
$1,500 as is OBO. Please call 
832-526-7269 or 281-484-2426.  
 TF
2006 FORD EXPLORER, 70k 
miles. Dark gray w/ tan interior. 3rd 
row seat, 4X4, running boards. 
Excellent condition, $12,500 OBO. 
Call Chris 832-526-5429. 2-25

CHILD CARE
MS. CATHY’S REGISTERED 
Family Home Daycare has open-
ings for after-school children. 
Transportation available to local 
schools. 25 years experience. For 
information please call: 281-380-
2936. 2-18
MS. SHERRY’S DAY CARE. 
Morning & afternoon school age 
children. Transportation to-from 
area schools. Registered, 20 yrs. 
exp. 713-941-3032. 2-18

 COMPUTER
Southbelt-Data-Systems - Hard 
Drive Data Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, Suite 
120, 281-922-4160. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com. TF
YOUR FRIENDLY Neighborhood 
Computer Guy - New hard drive, 
hardware, upgrades, increase 
memory, wireless setup & home 
networking. Complete computer 
scan for viruses, spyware & 
adware. $35. 713-987-9189. 3-4

GARAGE SALE
10403 WHITE CLOVER: Sat., Feb. 
20, Fri., Feb. 26, & Sat., Feb. 27. 
Moving sale. Everything must go. 
Furniture, appliances, accesso-
ries. 2-25
9803 SAGEPLUM: Fri. & Sat., Feb. 
19-20 @ 8 a.m. Moving sale. 
Indoors! Warm & dry! Furniture & 
much more. 2-18

HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED on 
the job or in an automobile acci-
dent? The company doctor or 
insurance company doctor is not 
your doctor. He works for the  
company. In Texas you get to 
choose your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free con-
sultation. 281-481-1623. I will work 
for you. I have been relieving back 
and neck pain for South Belt fami-
lies for over 25 years. I want to be 
your chiropractor. TF

STORAGE
BOATS, RV’s, CARS

• Concrete floors 
•  Electricity •  Water 

25’ stall - $65
30’ stall - $80

713-943-7172
11502 Dumas

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: Local/regional! Great 
pay, bonuses, & benefits incl. 
FREE health ins. CDL-A, X End., 1 
year TT exp. 800-256-6360. 2-18

LOST & FOUND
LOST DOG. Black & tan long 
haired Chihuahua mix. Last seen 
behind Atkinson Elementary. 
Missing 2-16-10 between 9 a.m. & 
1 p.m. Reward! 713-944-4833.  
 2-18
LOST MILBY HIGH SCHOOL 
class ring. Lost Dec. 3, 2009. Gold 
with blue stone. Reward. 713-201-
7167. TF 

MISCELLANEOUS
1995 HOLIDAY RAMBLER 
Endeavor motorhome - 36 foot - 
Ford chassis w/460 gas engine - 
73,000 miles - $10,000 OBO. 281-
485-4125. 2-18
FOR SALE: Recumbent exercise 
bike. Edge 595R, hardly used. Call 
713-991-3679. $200, negotiable.  
 2-25

PETS
2 LAB PUPPIES FOR SALE! 4 
months old. $50 each.  One yellow 
girl & one black/white boy. Very 
sweet and playful! Please call for 
details. 832-533-7666. TF

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE: 9223 Kirkmont. 3-2-2 
w/game room. 2,068 sq. ft. 
Bathrooms fully renovated, jacuzzi 
tub, pergo floors, new a/c ducting. 
$122,500. Call 832-563-3517.  
 2-25
ROOMMATE’S DREAM: rent $450 
per month for one bedroom of four 
bedroom house in Sagemeadow 
(shared bathroom). ALL UTILITIES 
PAID! Two male roommates. Call 
281-992-3574. 2-18
FOR SALE OR LEASE: 5 bed-
room, 3.5 baths, 2 story, 2 car 
garage, Sageglen subdivision, 
CCISD. Call 713-301-8914 or 281-
814-6882. 2-18

SERVICE
PATENTED ANTI-AGING & ener-
gy complex. Immune system 
booster. Guaranteed weight loss 
program. Patent-pending energy 
mix without caffeine. Tim 310-303-
9656. TF
BAY AREA BRICK WORK. We 
offer quality work in all type of 
masonry, general construction & 
fencing. Please call for a free esti-
mate. 281-485-1592. 2-25

ALL AMERICAN HOUSE 
Cleaning. Family owned & staffed. 
3 bdr/2ba starting @ $60. Carpet 
cleaning & make ready also avail-
able. Contact Casey Myers @ 
832-640-0513. 2-18
MENDIVIL CONSTRUCTION. 
Residential & commercial. 
Remodeling, additions, framing, 
roofing, drywall, insulation. Free 
estimates. Emidgio 832-259-
3964. 2-18
ANTONIO MADRIGAL’S Tree 
Service. Tree removal, pruning, 
tree grinning/trimming, landscap-
ing. 17 yrs. experience, we are 
insured. Free estimates. 832-882-
1637.  2-18

WORK WANTED
HOME HEALTH CARE - LVN. 
Care for you in home-hospital or 
senior facility. Hourly, day, live-in. 
Private pay. Call Lee for services 
provided. 832-338-4819. 2-18
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $22
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Advertise
in the

Leader!

Almeda
Paint Co.

Interior, Exterior painting, 
sheetrock repair, pressure 

washing, front door refinishing

Free Estimates
Call David

281 481-0114

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley
’76 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Great
 Prices!

281-481-9683

MPL-19638
Commercial  •  Industrial  •  Residential

Sewer & Drain Cleaning, Emergency Water Leak Repairs, 
Toilet  Repair or Replacement, Garbage Disposal Installation, 

Backflow Certification & Repair, Gas Testing, 
Water Heater Repair or Replacement 

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  A/C 

CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

Primary Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Complete Plumbing  •  Repair Service  •  Jet Out Sewers

713-643-7228
ML 17449

Se Habla Espanol
All Major Credit Cards Accepted ~

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 8069

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

BOOKKEEPING

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill
MPL#20628

Repair - Servicing
 • All Brands
 • 35 Years Sears Exp.

★ Best Service ★ 

★ Best Price ★

Call Jack
281-286-0907

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Repairs

Additions • Pool Fill-ins • Etc.
WE ARE INSURED

Office 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us
We also do hauling.

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS
Repair & Remodeling

Guaranteed Quality Work • Bonded & Insured
Flood Damage & Insurance Claims

 ROOFING HARDI-PLANK
 SHEETROCK CONCRETE    
 KITCHENS PAINTING    
 BATHROOMS CARPENTRY 
 POWER WASHING FLOORS

  281-484-8121

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

JIM GREEN

REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathtubs • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Cabinets, Etc. • Theater Rooms • Doors • Trim - All Types

281-642-4340      Free Estimates

Since 1983
Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels

 ★ CERAMIC TILE ★ TUB & SHOWER
 ★ WOOD FLOORS    CONVERSIONS
 ★ GRANITE ★ MEET ADA STANDARDS
 ★ CULTURED MARBLE ★ SAFETY GRIP BARS
 ★ PLUMBING ★ COMPLETE REMODELS

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates

281-481-1022
281-235-8073

DECK TECH FENCES
www.DeckTechFences.com

832-297-3339
99% of our fences withstood Hurricane Ike

Heating & Air
Conditioning

713-649-2665
www.coolaidservices.com

                                              33 Years South Belt Resident               TACLB 28564E

$35 Heat
InspectionS
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CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

 TECL# 2567

Master Electrician - Call Joe @
713-302-5742

✓ Sink, Yard Drain and 
Sewer Stoppage

✓ Faucet, Water & Gas Leaks

✓ Pipe Breaks

✓ Back Flow Preventers

✓ Remodeling Tubs 
& Showers

✓ Water Heaters, Garbage
Disposals, Toliets 
& Fixtures

Help is on
the way!

$30 off
any service repair

713.747.HELP (4357)
www.JarrellPlumbing.com
3300 BINGLE ROAD • HOUSTON, TX 77055

MPL #17249 License Plumbers  |  Direct Energy, LP (PUCT License #10040)

Some restrictions apply. Not valid with any other sale or promotion. Trip fee not included.

Direct Energy* and the Energy Bolt Design are trademarks of Direct Energy Marketing Limited

Additional
Service Ads
on page 4B

A & M DRYWALL
• Sheetrock • Painting • Demolition • Tile • Fences

Call for a Free Estimate 281-642-2939
Alvaro Bravo

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

Office 281-464-7156
Cell 713-530-0833

Located in the South Belt area  
J.R. Gibbs, Owner           TECL# 19197

Lighthouse Electric

Airstream
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Furnace Specials
Call for details!

We will beat most competitors’ prices. 100% customer satisfaction.
Lic.TACL23730E, Insured, and BBB members

www.airstream-acservice.com

Call: 281-481-6308

SALES ★ SERVICE ★ INSTALLATION
7 Day Service ★ No Overtime

AIR CONDITIONING 
& HEATING SERVICE

100% Financing Available For Qualified Buyers

12 Months No Interest! No Payment! 

Hayden Cooling & 
Heating Service, Inc.

281-481-3914  
TACLB4351C

Hayden Cooling & 
Heating Service, Inc.

Furnace Safety
Inspections

* Some Limitations Apply

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Pressure Washing

• Hardy Plank Installation
• Fencing

References Available
Free Estimates

281-773-3991 • 281-481-0428

• CERAMIC TILE • PAINTING - INT./EXT.
• PLUMBING

• SEAMLESS GUTTERS

• GENERAL HOME REPAIRS

• CROWN MOULDING

• ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS

• SHEET ROCK

• HARDI BOARD

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

BATHROOM REMODELING
WATER DAMAGE REPAIR

                        Area References  –  Insured
                    Jim Elder • 281-484-2685

                            E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net
                     Now accepting credit cards

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

• Radio Dispatched • 7 Day Service • Visit our Showroom
                           Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351
GET IT TODAY!

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

TACLB1954E

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Old-Fashioned Service

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 281-488-3361

Marcus Gonzales 
Construction

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed 

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

              
• Room Additions • Concrete Drives 
• Decks • Patios • Kitchen & Bath 
• Home Maintenance • Floorings 

 •Hardy Board • 
All “Honey Do’s” list

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR / INTERIOR
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING

    REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

FREE baseboard with 
fi rst cleaning!

$20 OFF
2nd Cleaning!

HANDYMAN
BUDGET REMODELING
• Electric Work • Fencing • Carpentry • Tile
• Painting • Hardiplank Siding Installation

• Sheetrock • Room Addition

832-646-4735

GULF COASTGULF COAST
AC & HEATING

★ SALES
★ SERVICE
★ REPAIRS
★ COMMERCIAL
★ RESIDENTIAL

281-464-2665
$35.00 A/C or Heater check up.

Free estimate on New A/C or Heating equipment
Financing available and credit cards accepted

TACLB27139E

Senior
Citizens
Discount

PLUMBING
“If it’s Leaking Call Eakin”

❖ SVC & Repair Specialists
❖ Alvin & Surrounding Areas

❖ Licensed & Insured - #MPL 3788

EAKIN

713.540.3215

$10 Off
Any

Repair

Housekeeping services at
affordable prices.

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE!
Elena Rodriguez 832-794-5223

Rosy Chevéz 832-675-4190

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

 TECL #17205
Low Rates

281-482-9180

CENTURION 
ELECTRIC COMPANY

Proklean is a full service 
cleaning contractor, providing 
a broad range of commercial 
cleaning services for all types 
of offi ces. Let us customize a 
cleaning program to suit your 
individual needs and budget.

832-389-4093
prokleanservice@gmail.com

RB’S Home Services
Over 35 yrs serving Hou. Area

ALL TYPE SIDINGS
• Wood • Vinyl

• Hardy & Hard Board

Replacement wdws
Doors

Ext. Painting
 Garage Enclosures

I CAN MEET ANY BUDGET
713-870-0732
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District 22-5A Standings
Varsity Boys’ Basketball

(As of Feb. 17)
 Teams  W  L
 Deer Park 12 1
 La Porte 12 1
 Pearland  9 4
 Dobie   7 6
 South Houston  6 7
 Sam Rayburn  4 9
 Memorial  2                 11
 Pasadena  0                 13

District 24-5A Standings
Varsity Boys’ Basketball

(As of Feb. 17)
 Teams  W  L
 Galveston Ball       11 2
 Clear Springs 9 4
 Clear Brook 8 8
 Clear Creek 8 5
 Clear Lake 6 7
 Dickinson 5 8  
 Brazoswood 5 8  
 Alvin 0                  13

One playoff win aside, Lady Longhorns’ basketball ready as Lake up next

Continued from Page 1B
bases, and Ariel Morgan 
drove in two runs in the 
game.
 Trailing 4-2 in the top 
of the fi fth inning, the 
Lady Longhorns got with-
in a run as Morgan drove 
in Nguyen with a single, 
but Kingwood hung on for 
the win.
 O’Connor allowed 
eight hits and four earned 
runs while striking out six. 
Nguyen and Morgan led 
the offense with two hits 
apiece, but Dobie did not 
have an extra-base hit.
 Now the team will 
travel to Bryan-College 
Station Feb. 18-20 for a 
32-team event. Dobie will 
open the tournament Feb. 
18 against Plano.
 Dobie head coach Robin 
Rackley said junior pitcher 
Alyssa Zarate will return 
from a one-game absence 
due to injury and will join 
O’Connor to give the team 
a 1-2 pitching combina-
tion.
 From here forward, the 
Lady Longhorns will con-
tinue to work on blending 
as a group and perfect their 
offensive attack.
 “We’re going to be a 
totally different offensive 
team,” Rackley said. “We 
won’t hit the gaps with ex-
tra-base hits a lot, but we 
are very fast on the bases, 
and we have to use that to 
our advantage. 
 “Defensively, I also 
think we are going to be 
even tougher than in years 
past. We are going to have 
to manufacture runs and 
use our speed to hopefully 
create problems for other 
defenses.”
 Rackley said O’Connor 
and Zarate will continue 
to share time in the circle. 
Their role as fi rst-time 
starters on a full-season 
basis will be to keep Dobie 
close in games. O’Connor 
did that in the opener.
 “We got behind early 
but fought back to tie it up 
later in the game,” Rackley 
said.
 “Obviously it was cold, 
but both teams had to deal 
with that. I liked what we 
did overall.”

It’s just one game
 Since both Clear Brook 
and Dobie were in the 
playoffs a season ago, ex-
pectations are high.
 For Dobie, it’s a mat-
ter of some of the younger 
and fi rst-time players be-
ing able to blend with the 
veterans.
 Dobie’s Rackley said 

she expects her team to be 
able to come together as a 
group, and it all starts with 
the Bryan-College Station 
event. 
 The fi rst goal is to win 

games, and Rackley would 
also like to see Zarate in the 
circle. Beyond that, it’s all 
about using the tournament 
to gain some momentum.
 Clear Brook’s goal is a 

Clear Brook senior pitcher Emma Napoli, adjusting her face guard between 
innings, pitched well in the season opener against state-ranked No. 1 Pearland 
but got no runs support. The Lady Wolverines’ defense also struggled during 
a 6-0 loss.                                                                          Photo by John Bechtle

Girls’ softball

Brook, Dobie drop opening games
little different. Head coach 
Ashley Pillow may have 
to continue to juggle her 
lineup until the health of 
the team improves, she 
hopes sooner than later. 

Continued from Page 1B
51 seconds left.
 Making four free throws 
in a row at the end, Dobie 
wound up 11 for 22 from 
the line. Not great, but it got 
the job done.
 “A tale of two halves? 
asked Brown after seeing 
his team reverse its fortune 
against Port Arthur Memo-
rial. “That is an understate-
ment.” 
 Yet Brown promised 
there was no screaming or 
pointing fi ngers at halftime 
as the Lady Longhorns 
found themselves trailing in 
a game that had to be won.
 Instead, the Lady Long-
horns focused on playing 
their game.

 “There was really none 
of that,” Brown said of a 
halftime trial by fi re.
 “We all realized we 
hadn’t played a good half 
and were only down six 
points.  There was no sense 
of panic.  We addressed the 
adjustments we needed to 
make, and the players went 
out and did a fantastic job 
of executing those adjust-
ments.”
 Despite a season that has 
seen the Lady Longhorns 
win 14 of their previous 
15 games, Brown has fre-
quently seen his team get 
out of the gate slowly and 
be forced to recover late. 
 That’s exactly what hap-
pened against Port Arthur 

Memorial, which had to win 
its fi nal game of the season 
just to qualify for the play-
offs.
 “In the fi rst half, I 
thought we settled for a lot 
of the shots we were taking 
(instead of moving the ball 
for better shots),” Brown 
said.
 “Offensively, we were 
preaching playing with 
patience before the game, 
which I believe turned into 
playing passively once the 
game started.  
 In the second half we did 
a much better job of being 
aggressive in terms of ball 
movement, giving our post 
players touches and attack-
ing gaps in their zone.  That 

gave us some great looks 
down low and opened it up 
for our shooters.”
 That’s when Guerrero 
and others took over. The 
Lady Longhorns opened the 

second half on a quick 5-0 
run to get to within a point 
and eventually took the 
lead. From there, the back-
and-forth battle was on.
 Memorial played well 

but couldn’t climb all the 
way back against Dobie’s 
adjustments. The fact that 
Mitchell scored one second-
half point after having 12 in 
the fi rst half was a telling 
statistic
 “Port Arthur Memorial 
did a great job of breaking 
us down off the dribble 
in the fi rst half, and when 
our posts would step out to 
help, they would dump to 
Mitchell for an easy bas-
ket.” Brown said.  
 “In the second half we 
decided to move our de-
fense inside the 3-point line 
to take away their ability to 
drive and dump the ball in-
side, and it worked for us.  
 “Our press generated 
some offense for us, espe-
cially at the start of the third 
quarter, which is what we 
needed. In the end, our half- 
court defense was really the 
difference in the game.”
 Brown’s words ring true, 
but it was also evident that 
in the second half of this 
game, the Lady Longhorns 
simply wanted the win 
badly. Their play on both 
ends of the fl oor showed as 
much.
 “We take a lot of pride in 
playing hard, getting up and 
down the fl oor, diving on 
the fl oor for loose balls and 
playing defense,” Brown 
said.  
 “It’s a fun style of bas-
ketball.  Our kids enjoy it, 
the fans enjoy it, and it has 
won some games for us...
like this one.”
 Lake test coming
 In the round of 16, Do-
bie will now take on Clear 
Lake, which placed third in 
District 24-5A and then eas-
ily defeated 23-5A runner-
up Dulles, 52-35, in the fi rst 
round.
 The Lady Falcons are 
22-11 overall and feature a 
couple of taller players like 
Memorial’s Mitchell in-
side. It’s a task Dobie does 
not prefer with its smaller, 

quicker lineup. Then again, 
teams win in the playoffs 
by going strength against 
strength and coming out in 
front.
 Against Clear Lake, Do-
bie will again fi ght for every 
loose ball and dive on the 
fl oor.
 “Clear Lake will be an 
interesting match up for 
us,” Brown said. “They start 
two, solid post players (one 
signing with Texas Chris-

tian University, the other 
with Tulane).  
 “They utilize these taller 
players very well.  They get 
them the ball in the places 
where they can be success-
ful. And they are extremely 
well-coached.”
 Dobie is bidding to make 
its fi rst regional quarterfi nal 
appearance under Brown, 
and the chance is there.
 It’s doubtful Dobie can 
afford a loose half against 

Clear Lake and still win, 
so it’s important to have a 
good start.
 “I’ve said before that this 
is the time of the year when 
you have to win or go home 
for the rest of the season.”
 So it’s Clear Lake for 
Dobie in a game that is as 
big as they come for both 
teams. Dobie has played 
like a champion since the 
new year began and wants 
to keep doing so.

A Port Arthur Memorial turnover in the second half led to an easy basket for 
the Lady Longhorns, who used a big run to close out the Titans in the bidistrict 
playoff game. On this play, Shanequa Gaston (22) heads toward the basket with 
the ball as teammate Derika Thomas (11) follows.

Jazmine Guerrero (12) helped Dobie pull within six 
points at halftime against Port Arthur Memorial 
and then scored nine points in the second half to al-
low the Lady Longhorns to close out the win.

Dobie head coach Shane Brown (middle) discusses a play with Dobie players 
Darien Price (10) and Ashley Johnson (35) during the team’s bidistrict win Feb. 
15 over Port Arthur Memorial. Brown’s instructions paid dividends as both 
players played large roles in the win.                                 Photos by John Bechtle

The varsity boys’ and girls’ soccer teams at Dobie and Clear Brook high 
schools appear to be, just like last season, headed for the playoffs. In top 
photo, Dobie boys’ player Irving Garza fi res a shot during the Longhorns’ 
1-0 win over Pasadena. The Dobie boys are now 4-1-1 and in second place. 
The Dobie girls, including Chanel Reyes (above), are also in second place in 
22-5A at 5-1. Clear Brook’s boys are 4-2-1 in District 24-5A, and the girls 
are 6-1.                                                                                    GaryWPhotos.com

Varsity boys’ basketball

Clear Brook boys qualify; Dobie almost there
 Clear Brook’s varsity 
boys’ basketball team has 
punched its ticket for the 
playoffs with a late-season 
run of terrifi c play.
 The Wolverines have 
now won six of their last 
seven games in District play 
and have a chance to grab 
the third seed in the stand-
ings.
 Against Brazoswood 
Feb. 16, the Wolverines 
needed a last-second score 
to beat the Bucs, but came 
away with the win nonethe-
less.
 Eric Gibson led the way 
with 19 points, while Al 
Russ had 16 points, and 
Fred Richardson had 14 
points.
 The bottom line is the 
Wolverines are playing 
their best basketball of the 
season, at least in terms of 
wins, with the playoffs on 
the way.
 Clear Brook closes the 
regular season Feb. 19 at 
Clear Lake, which has been 
eliminated from playoff 
contention. 
 Clear Creek, which at 8-5 
is tied with Clear Brook for 

third place, closes the regu-
lar season at Clear Springs, 
which has locked up the 24-
5A second playoff seed at 
9-4. Galveston Ball has won 
the district title.
 In District 22-5A, things 
are just about all set as far as 
the playoffs are concerned.
 La Porte and Deer Park 
are tied for fi rst place at 12-
1, and La Porte holds the 
advantage in positive-point 
differential.
 Third place belongs to 
Pearland, which at 9-4 will 
try to end the regular season 
with a win at Dobie Feb. 
18.
 Dobie, standing at 7-6, 
holds a one-game lead over 
South Houston (6-7) after 
outlasting Sam Rayburn 
Feb. 18 by a 62-59 count.
 While Dobie fi nishes 
against a tough Pearland 
team, South Houston will 
host La Porte in its fi nal 
game.
 No matter the outcome of 
the Dobie/Pearland game, if 
South Houston loses, the 
Longhorns will advance to 
take on Port Arthur Memo-
rial in the fi rst round of the 

boys’ playoffs.
 Clear Brook’s fi rst-round 
playoff opponent has yet 
to be determined, but the 

Wolverines will likely face 
either Dulles or Fort Bend 
Bush in the fi rst round. 
Clear Brook fell to Dulles 

during the 2007-2008 sea-
son. The bidistrict boys’ 
playoff round is set to get 
started Feb. 25-26. 


