
Area holiday closings set
South Belt-Ellington Leader

 The Leader will be on a holiday schedule 
through Jan. 3, with no Jan. 2 edition. The 
Leader and South Belt Graphics will have 
limited hours during this time. This will be the 
last issue of 2013, and the first edition of the 
new year will be available Jan. 9. Items for 
publication may be sent to mynews@south-
beltleader.com.

Area libraries
 In observance of of New Year’s Day, the 
Parker Williams Branch Library will close at 5 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31, and reopen Thursday, 
Jan. 2, at 10 a.m.
 The Bracewell Neighborhood Library 
branch will be closed Wednesday, Jan. 1, in 
observance of New Years’ Day, and will reopen 
on Thursday, Jan. 2.

Clear Brook City MUD
 The offices of the Clear Brook City 
Municipal Utility District will be closed 
Wednesday, Jan. 1, in observance of New 
Year’s Day, and will reopen on Thursday, Jan. 
2, at 8 a.m.

CBC MUD trash pickup
 Residents in the Clear Brook City Municipal 
Utility District will have regular trash service 
on Monday, Dec. 30, Thursday, Jan. 2, and 
Monday, Jan. 6.

 Genealogy group meets
 The Parker Williams Genealogy Group will 
meet Jan. 6, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the library at 
Beamer and Scarsdale. This group meets the 
fi rst and third Mondays to discuss genealogy 
research. Meetings are free and open to any-
one interested in tracing family history.
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  Another year is passing, and the Leader staff 
would like to take this opportunity to refl ect on 
some of the more signifi cant stories of 2013.
 Due to space limitations, the year in review 
will be continued in the Jan. 9, 2014, edition.
 Section B includes the sports year in review.

Jan. 10
 A chase that began in Deer Park in the early 

hours of Friday, Jan. 4, ended on Blackhawk near 
Beltway 8 after a Precinct 7 deputy fi red mul-
tiple shots into the suspect’s vehicle, leaving it 
disabled. Deer Park police attempted to pull over 
a BMW on a traffi c stop at roughly 2:40 a.m., 
but the driver, William Evangeline Akin, refused 
to stop, leading to a chase. During the pursuit, 
which also involved offi cers from Precinct 8 and 

the Houston Police Department, Akin was wit-
nessed pointing a gun out of his car’s window. As 
the chase approached the intersection of Beltway 
8 and Blackhawk, an unnamed Precinct 7 deputy 
stood in the road armed with a shotgun. Akin al-
legedly swerved at the deputy, before swerving 
back into his original lane. Fearing for his life, 
the deputy fi red at least 10 rounds into Akin’s 
vehicle, which came to a stop a few blocks away. 
Akin attempted to fl ee on foot but was appre-
hended by Deer Park police. A 14-year-old girl 
had been riding with Akin but was unharmed. 
Despite rampant rumors, Akin was not killed in 
the incident. He, however, did suffer a leg wound 
and was taken to a nearby hospital for treatment. 
Akin, 30, was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated with a child on board, felony evading ar-
rest and being a felon in possession of a fi rearm. 
A 12-gauge shotgun believed to belong to Akin 
was later recovered in the 10800 block of Beam-
er.
 A Woodmeadow home was destroyed by fi re 
early Friday, Jan. 4. The blaze appeared to origi-
nate in the living room of the house and was as-
sociated with the home’s fi replace, according 
to Southeast Volunteer Fire Department Chief 
Chuck Tylka. No injuries were reported. 

Jan. 17
 A former Dobie student was killed early Sat-
urday, Jan. 12, in a drunk driving accident in the 
10000 block of Hughes Ranch Road. Jasmine 
Autumn Quinones, 17, was pronounced dead at 
the scene. The driver of the vehicle, Nisa Nicole 
Sanchez of Pearland, was arrested and charged 
with intoxication manslaughter, a second degree 
felony. Sanchez told police the two teens had 
been at a graduation party earlier that night.
 An off-duty Houston police offi cer shot at 
a man who was allegedly breaking into the of-
fi cer’s car outside his home in the 10000 block 
of Sagetrail early Wednesday, Jan. 16. Accord-
ing to police, the offi cer was inside his house at 
roughly 1:40 a.m. when he checked his home’s 
surveillance system and spotted a man wear-
ing a hoodie walking around his driveway and 

checking the doors on several vehicles. The of-
fi cer grabbed a gun and went outside to confront 
the suspect. Police say the hooded man initially 
crouched behind one of the cars to hide. After 
being told by the offi cer to leave the property, 
the suspect then allegedly charged at him with 
his hands concealed. Fearing for his life, the of-
fi cer then fi red at least twice at the suspect, who 
fl ed the scene. Investigators do not believe the 
suspect was wounded in the incident.

Jan. 24
 Seven Dobie High School students – three 
from band, three from orchestra and one from 
choir – were selected All-State honorees for 
2013. Chanse Morris, a junior at Dobie, was 
named All-State in band for the third consecu-
tive year. Longhorn band members chosen were 
Morris, for clarinet; senior Joel Arhelger, also 
for clarinet; and senior Venerson Villanueva, for 
flute. Honorees from the Dobie orchestra were 
sophomore Hernan Campa, for cello; senior Ira 
Lanza, for bass; and senior Edwardo Rios, for 
viola.

Jan. 31
 The Jan. 26 special election to fi ll the state 
Senate District 6 seat formerly held by the late 
Mario Gallegos headed to a runoff between for-
mer Harris County Commissioner Sylvia Garcia 
and state Rep. Carol Alvarado. Garcia received 
roughly 45.4 percent of the ballots cast, while 
Alvarado received about 41.6 percent. Repub-
lican R.W. Bray, who lost to the deceased Gal-
legos in November’s general election, received 
about 6.2 percent. Also running for the District 6 
seat were Democrats Joaquin Martinez and Su-
san Delgado, Republican Dorothy Olmos, Inde-
pendent  Rodolfo “Rudy” Reyes and Green Party 
candidate Maria Selva.

Feb. 7
 South Belt resident Malvin Baerga-Rivera 
was selected the Outstanding State of Texas Air 
National Guard First Sergeant of the Year. A 
member of the Guard’s 147th Reconnaissance 
Wing based at Ellington Field, Baerga-Rivera
 Continued on Page 3A

Leader remembers highlights of 2013

Wills, Murphy collect blankets

Peggy Wills (left) and Brenda Murphy from Dancwear Etc. collected blankets for the an-
nual Project Linus, which distributes them to sick children and to those in need. Of the 
nearly 700 blankets collected, the group donated 146 to the Leader’s annual Christmas 
program. Not pictured is Dancewear Etc. owner Linda Henshaw. 

 Photo by David Flickinger

Happy New YearHappy New Year

Breeden bristles over construction

Ongoing City of Houston repairs to replace aging water lines in the area have drawn the 
ire of many in the South Belt community. In addition to being an eyesore, several residents 
have complained that crews have caused extensive damage to personal property. Long-
time South Belt resident Barbara Breeden is shown above on Sagedowne at Sageglen, 
where work has been going on for roughly two months and is expected to continue until 
March.                                                                                                    Photo by Marie Flickinger

Water repair complaints continue
 While ongoing construction work to replace 
water lines in the City of Houston limits is aimed 
at improving area conditions, it has caused head-
aches for many residents, who have complained 
about problems ranging from dirty streets to 
property damage.
 Multiple Sagemont residents have com-
plained to the Leader about construction crews 
taking months to complete work and leaving the 
subdivision in a state of disarray.
 One resident complained that crews caused a 
water leak at his house that drove his utility bill 
up by 200 percent. The resident’s October water 
bill was $122.14. Comparatively, his November 
water was $372.43.
 The November bill stated the resident used 
27,000 gallons of water. By comparison, the resi-
dent only used 5,000 gallons in October.
 The average swimming pool contains between 
18,000 and 20,000 gallons, yet the resident said 
he had not actually seen a leak or changed his 
usage.

 At press time, the bill was still in dispute.
 According to Public Works and Engineering 
Spokesman Alvin Wright, the work involves 
replacing existing galvanized water lines with 
PVC pipe.
 Affected Sagemont streets include the Belt-
way 8 feeder from Sagewood to Hughes; 
Sagearbor from Beltway 8 feeder to Sagedowne; 
Sagecreek from Hughes to Sagedowne; Sage-
downe from Sagecreek to Sagewood, Sageglen 
from Hughes to Sagedowne; Sagegrove from 
Sagearbor to dead-end; Sagehaven from Belt-
way 8 feeder to Sagedowne; Sagehollow from 
Sagearbor to dead-end; Sagehurst from Sagear-
bor to dead-end; Sageland from Beltway 8 feeder 
to Sagedowne; Sageoak from Beltway 8 feeder 
to Sagedowne; Sageville from Beltway 8 feeder 
to Sagedowne; Sageway from Sagedowne to 
Sageville; and Sagewood from Beltway 8 feeder 
to Sagedowne.
 The $2.2 million project is 55 percent com-
plete and is scheduled to be done by March 3.

Project Linus provides blankets
 Once again, South Belt residents participated 
in the annual Project Linus program to provide 
sick and less fortunate children with blankets.
 Named for Peanuts character Linus van Pelt, 
the project began in 1995 in Bloomington, Ill., 
and has since spread throughout the country.
 Locally, the project is headed by Linda 
Henshaw, Brenda Murphy and Peggy Wills of 
Dancewear Etc., which serves as a drop-off point 
for the area.
 Also donating blankets to the project are local 
schools, churches and Scout groups.
 Several individuals also donate to the pro-
gram, often making the blankets themselves.
 “We have several little old ladies who just love 

to crochet,” said Murphy.
 This year, roughly 700 blankets were donated 
locally. Approximately 9,000 were donated in 
the Greater-Houston area.
 Once dropped off at the shop, Hinshaw and 
Murphy sort through them to make sure they are 
age appropriate (ages birth through 18).
 Once sorted, the blankets are then distributed 
to area children.
 Recipients this year included the Crisis Preg-
nancy Center, the Memorial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital children’s wing and the Star of Hope 
Mission.
 The group also donated 146 blankets to the 
Leader’s annual Christmas program.

Roadwork continues into 2014

While the year is coming to an end, there is no end in sight for the expansion work on area 
freeways. Work continues on the project to widen the Gulf Freeway from Beltway 8 to El 
Dorado Boulevard. The freeway will be increased from three to fi ve lanes in each direction, 
and the frontage roads will be increased from two to three lanes in each direction. The 
HOV lane will be extended to the end of the project as well. Construction on the $171 mil-
lion project is projected to continue until mid-2015. Work will also begin in 2014 to widen 
portions of Beltway 8 from Highway 288 to the Gulf Freeway from two lanes to four lanes 
in each direction. Above, the building that once housed Bay-IBI Group Architects is demol-
ished to make room for the expansion between El Dorado and Clear Lake City Boulevard.
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

Residents beware
of possible scam

 The Dallas Morn-
ing News has nomi-
nated former Dobie 
student Chris Con-
nealy for its Texan of 
the Year, an honor re-
served for those who 
have “had uncommon 
impact — either posi-
tive or negative — 
over the past year.”
 A 1977 graduate 
from the area high school, Connealy, 55, is 
nominated by the paper for his work as Texas 
fi re marshal. In particular, the paper emphasiz-
es his role in improving arson investigations 
and his work to prevent future chemical explo-
sions like the one that took place in West this 
past April.
 A veteran fi refi ghter who rose to the rank 
of fi re chief for the City of Houston, Connealy 
has served as Texas fi re marshal since June of 
2012. Connealy joined the Houston Fire De-
partment shortly after earning his associate de-
gree from San Jacinto College in 1978. He was 
appointed assistant fi re chief in 1998, interim 
chief in 2000 and fi re chief the following year. 
With a mayoral change at city hall and several 
municipal funding problems still unresolved, 
he resigned in 2004. Soon after, he accepted 
the position of fi re chief in Cedar Park, Texas. 
He held that position for eight years before his 
appointment as state fi re marshal. A graduate 
of Western Illinois, Connealy earned his mas-
ter’s degree in fi re administration from Grand 
Canyon University and completed a program 
offered by Harvard in public administration. 
He served three years as chairman of the Tex-
as Commission on Fire Protection. He also 
serves as an adjunct instructor.
 Other nominees include actor Matthew Mc-
Conaughey and Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings. 
Six more Texans will be nominated before 
Dec. 29, when the winner will be selected.

 The Clear Brook City Municipal Utility 
District has contacted the Leader to warn read-
ers of a potential scam that involves changing 
power providers of area residents without their 
knowledge.
 While only one case had been reported to 
the MUD at press time, billing clerk Cheryl 
Barnard said past experience showed that the 
crooks usually target multiple victims at once.
 Barnard, who referred to the practice as “a 
slam,” said the perpetrators likely get a com-
mission from the new power provider and are 
long gone by the time the residents fi nd out 
their contracts have been switched.
 Residents who have encountered such a 
scam are urged to contact the authorities.

Connealy nominated
for Texan of the year

Chris Connealy
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Deaths    Publisher’s Opinion Elected offi cials speak out

 The Christmas season is normal-
ly fi lled with family and friends sharing 
meals and gifts among each other; how-
ever, due to fi nancial problems, not ev-
eryone has this opportunity to thoroughly 
enjoy the Christmas season. 
 We asked for your help and support 
during this Christmas season in order for 
us to be able to provide needy families in 
our area with food and toys. 
 The response to our request from our 
local school students was astounding. 
 The schools are the backbone of our 
program.
 We are so appreciative of the com-

Thanks for sharing
munity for helping us provide an amaz-
ing Christmas program for this year. Our 
Christmas program helped approximate-
ly 70 families this year. With your gener-
ous donations, these families will receive 
a Christmas far better than they would 
have had. 
 We cannot thank you enough for your 
generous support over the years. You 
have helped through this Christmas Pro-
gram for 30 years. 
 Our next Leader will run Jan. 9. We 
hope you have a Happy New Year!
 We look forward to covering your local 
news in 2014.             –Marie Flickinger

and husband Jose, Michael 
Caperton, Bryan Miller and 
Drake MacGorman; and 
great-grandchildren Stephen 

 Leader
obituary policy

Obituaries submitted to the 
Leader are published free 
of charge. They are edited 
to conform to the Leader 

style.

Clear Brook Debate Team members pictured are, 
left to right, (front row) Armin Shariatmadari, 
Connie Lee, (middle row) Arian Shariatmadari, 
Dhiren Wijesinghe, Gabe Rivera, Ruchika Bengani, 
Ian Mower, Nolan Wu, Javier Zepeda, Matt Gar-

cia, Hannah Alsobrook, Buvaneshraj Saravanan, 
Elizabeth Isabell, Suketh Subramanya, (back row) 
Andrew Barrett, Rakesh Vijayakumar and Amogh 
Kulkarni.
 Photo submitted

Atkinson Elementary holds annual food drive

nas, (third row) Aylin Reyes, Janet Armenta, (back row) Shayla Morrison, 
Evan Fuentes, Paloma Pombo, Andrew Huynh, Tatiana Franks, Azela Villar-
real, Oziel Reyes, Jennefer Gonzalez and Sydnye Forde-Richins.
    Photo submitted

Students and staff at Atkinson Elementary School recently participated in its 
annual food drive. A few student council members and students who partic-
ipated in the food drive pictured are, left to right, (front row) Gisel Partida, 
Daisy Zavala, (second row) Raul Rodriguez, Justice Pearson, Rolando Sali-

 Harris County Tax 
Assessor-Collector Mike 
Sullivan reminds residents of 
federal income tax benefits if 
property taxes are paid by 
Dec. 31, 2013.
 “Property taxes are due on 
Jan. 31, 2014, but if you pay 
your bill by Dec. 31, 2013, 
you can deduct it for your 
2013 federal income tax,”* 
said Sullivan. “This deduction 
means more money back to 
taxpayers. After we process 
your payment, you can also 
print your tax receipt directly 
from the website, making it 
easy when filing your federal 
income taxes.”
 Residents who wish to pay 
their property taxes can do so 

by mail, phone 713-368-
CARD (2273), online at 
www.hctax.net or in person at 
any of the 16 Tax Assessor-
Collector’s offices throughout 
Harris County. In addition, all 
property tax bills have a QR 
code so residents can pay by 
using their smart phone.
 “Over the past year, my 
office has been researching 
more ways to embrace tech-
nology in our operations,” said 
Sullivan. “Adding a QR code 
to property tax bills offers 
another option for someone to 
pay their bill and not have to 
stand in line at our office.”
 All taxpayers are responsi-
ble for paying their property 
taxes. If a resident has ques-

Sullivan offers money-saving advice
Pay property taxes by end of year, receive federal income tax deduction

tions or has not received his or 
her property tax bill, contact 
the office by calling 713-368-
2000 or emailing tax_office@
hctx.net.
 The Harris County Tax 
Assessor-Collector’s Office 
Property Tax Division main-
tains approximately 1.5 mil-
lion tax accounts and collects 
property taxes for 71 taxing 
entities including Harris 
County. For the 2013 tax year, 
the tax assessor-collector’s 
office expects to collect 
approximately $5 billion of 
property tax payments.
 *Taxpayers should consult 
a professional tax advisor to 
determine if they qualify for 
this IRS deduction.

 Delores Amanda MacGor-
man, 83,  died Thursday, Dec. 
12, 2013. 
 MacGorman was one of 
14 children born to Roy and 
Jennie Wyman of Caribou, 
Maine.   
 MacGorman was a long-
time resident of the South 
Belt-South Houston area.    
She taught at Gulfway Bap-
tist Church for 18 years. 
 She is survived by her 
husband of 63 years, Mer-
rill MacGorman; daugh-
ters Jeanne Caperton and 
husband Danny, Susan 
Kubena and husband Ron; 
son Jeffrey MacGorman; 
grandchildren Amy Gomez 

Delores Amanda 
MacGorman

Copeland and Kortni Ward. 
 A private graveside ser-
vice was held on Wednesday, 
Dec. 18, 2013.

Moore 
hosts 

Christmas 
program

Shown to the left are 
Genessis Orozco, Bri-
anna Almaguer, Jose 
Ramirez, Kiersten 
Meza, Gabriella Cam-
pos, Khloey Rowe, 
Soleil Rocha, Jeeny 
Nguyen and Gloria 
Zamora.
 

Photos submitted

Moore Elementary re-
cently held its annual 
Christmas program. 
Performers includ-
ed, left to right, (front 
row) Leilani Zara, 
Josue Ramales, Thien 
Nguyen, Karen Marti-
nez, Madelyn Huerta, 
(back row) Priscilla 
Espinoza, Thaly Ven-
ces, Camila Martinez, 
Alexandra Ramos and 
Trinity Arevalo.

Melillo raises $$ for cancer

The principals at Melillo Middle School challenged its students to raise 
$10,000 for the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, and if they did, 
the principals would dress up like Christmas characters and wave at cars 
in the Riverstone Ranch community. The students surpassed the challenge 
and raised $18,630 for the organization. Donning their Christmas attire are, 
left to right, Principal Diane Wheeler as Frosty the Snowman, and assistant 
principals Melissa Garza as the Grinch and Chris Bui as Santa Claus.  
 Photo submitted

Clear Brook High Speech & Debate 
competes at Bay City High tournament
 The Clear Brook High 
School Speech & Debate 
Team returned victorious last 
weekend from the Bay City 
High School Debate Tourna-
ment.
 In Lincoln-Douglas de- 
bate, Ian Mower placed first, 
Andrew Barrett advanced to 
semifinals, Suketh Subraman-
ya, Rakesh Vijayakumar and 
Dhiren Wijesinghe advanced 
to quarterfinals, and Arian 
Shariatmadari, Armin Shariat-
madari, Anish Antony and 
Gabriel Rivera advanced to 
octos.

 In Public Forum Debate, 
the team of Ruchika Bengani 
and Amogh Kulkarni placed 
second, while the teams of 
Matt Garcia and Elizabeth 
Isabell, and Andrew Ayala 
and Keion Rasti advanced to 
octos.
 Speaking events also saw 
success, namely domestic 
extemporaneous speaking 
where Elizabeth Isabell 
placed eighth, while in nov-
ice extemporaneous speak-
ing, Dhiren Wijesinghe 
placed fifth, Nolan Wu placed 
sixth, and Hannah Alsobrook 

placed eight. In original ora-
tory, Armin Shariatmadari 
placed first.
 The acting events also saw 
their own share of action, 
particularly in humorous 
interpretation where Javier 
Zepeda placed sixth. In group 
improvisation, the team of 
Matt Garcia, Andrew Barrett, 
Arian Shariatmadari, Suketh 
Subramanya and Buvanesh 
Saravanan placed fourth, and 
in record pantomime, the 
team of Armin Shariatmadari, 
Arian Shariatmadari and 
Connie Lee, Javier Zepeda, 

and Ian Mower placed sixth.
 One of the more unique 
categories at this tournament 
was T.V. Commercial where 
Matt Garcia placed first and 
Hannah Alsobrook placed 
third.
 In senior impromptu, 
Rakesh Vijayakumar placed 
fourth, and in novice 
impromptu, Gabriel Rivera 
placed fourth as well.
 The team earned multiple 
state points this weekend as it 
continues success during the 
upcoming tournaments this 
competitive season.

Park Manor of South Belt

Park Manor
celebrates its 

residents!
Clinical Services Covering:

◆ Skilled Nursing 
◆ Long Term Care 

◆ Rehabilitation & much more

11902 Resource Pkwy.
(near Memorial Hermann SE Hospital)

281-922-6802
Fax: 281-922-6804We love our residents at Park Manor!  

Shown here are Jessica Hernandez, 
C.N.A., Bella Vita resident Sharon 
Macha, and Jason Shi, P.T.
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Looking for a Primary Care Doctor? 

Enayet Rahim, MD
• Accepting New Patients • Same Day 

Appointments Available • Open During 
Lunch Time • We take Medicaid, 

Medicare & most private insurance.
Discounts for patients without insurance.

Se Habla Español

Call 281-481-8500

SB students write resolutions
 The following are New 
Year’s resolutions for 2014 
written by South Belt El-
ementary School fourth-
grade students.

Sarah Smith’s class
 My new year resolution 
is to study hard, exercise ev-
ery morning and play with 
my sister more often. 
  Anh Ky 
 My New Year resolution 
is to not eat more candy and 
workout. I will try to get 
better grades. I will do more 
chores and help people. I 
will eat more vegetables. I 
will also get better at skate-
boarding. Aqib Bhatti 
 New Year Resolution for 
Kal El Self: Reading more 
to become smarter; Learn 
to bake because I want to 
cook; Learn to sculpt be-
cause I want to craft; Gar-
den more to make a nice 
garden; Eat more vegetables 
to be healthier; Get out of 
bad habbits to be less an-
noying Kal El Self
 My New Years resolution 
is to lose some bad habits.  
  Di Dao
 My New Year’s resolu-
tion is to… 1. Play with my 
cat more often. 2. Watch 
television for only 10 min-
utes per 2 hours.  
  Andre Barrientos
 My New Year’s resolu-
tion is to raise my grades to 
98’s or higher.  
  Cameron Galloway 
 My New Years resolution 
is to eat healthy and to exer-
cise. Hailey Jolivette
 My New Years Reso-
lution is to volunteer for 
Meals on Wheels 
  Kielee Snook
 My New Year resolution 
is to spend more time read-
ing. Zaynab Asasfeh
 My new year’s resolution 
is to play less video games.  
 Matthew Mendiola
 My New Year’s resolu-
tion is to get better grades 
and to be concentrated 
during schoolwork. 
  Jeremiah Palma
 My New Years resolution 
is to eat more chicken.  
  Katelyn Hernandez
 My New Year resolution 
is to get good grades, get-
ting at least top fi ve or high-
er on gymnastics meets, 
read all the Harry Potter 
books, not getting frustrat-
ed, not getting hurt, and to 
have fun always.  
  Megan Rodriguez

Jennifer Hernandez’s 
class

 My New Year’s Reso-
lution is to eat healthier 
and exercise more to lose 
weight. Zachary Ramirez
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to improve my grades 
in Math, and make the hon-
or roll. I would also like for 

my baseball team to go the 
premier! Xavier Musquiz
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to eat healthier and 
stay fi t. I am also going to 
study more to improve my 
grades in Math! 
  Emily Gonzalez
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to stop being such 
a picky eater. My second 
resolution is to make bet-
ter grades in Reading and 
Math. My fi nal resolution is 
to speak up when adults are 
talking to me.  
  Izabella Cavazos
 My New Year’s Reso-
lutions are to play video 
games less and exercise 
more! Camden Turner
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to eat healthier and 
exercise more. 
  Levani Pelaez
 My New Year’s Res-
olution is to improve my 
grades! Abraham Amaro
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to read more and get 
higher grades!  
  Nevaeh Zermeno
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to ride my bike every 
day. My second resolution 
is to play a lot of games. My 
third resolution is to play 
basketball with my family. 
My fourth resolution is to 
ride my skates. My fi nal 
resolution is play soccer! 
  Terrilyn Claiborne
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to eat healthier and 
exercise more. 
  Ryan Saxton
 My New Year’s Reso-
lution is to eat healthier 
and exercise more to lose 
weight. I would also like to 
start reading more, and stop 
fi ghting with my sisters! 
Katelyn Mendoza
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to eat healthier and 
exercise more! 
  Makenzie Castillo
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to eat healthier and 
exercise more! I also plan 
to read for at least an hour 
a day. Finally, I plan to stop 
fi ghting with my brother!  
  Yaire Martinez
 My New Year’s Reso-
lution is to work out and 
do more work around the 
house. I also plan to read 
more books! 
  Jorge Arredondo
 My New Year’s Reso-
lution is to stop playing 
video games. I also need to 
work on not falling asleep in 
class! Jhonas Washington
My New Year’s Resolution 
is to be able to push my own 
wheelchair. I would also 
like to make more friends 
and go outside and play. 
  Vincent Vo
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to be more successful 

in school.  
  Abby Whitley
 My New Year’s Resolu-

tion is to spend more time 
with my brother. 
  Dreshon Downey

Continued from Page 1A
was chosen for his mili-
tary leadership skills and 
community service in-
volvement. Baerga-Rivera 
joined the Guard in 1996 
and was promoted to the 
duty of fi rst sergeant in 
December 2009. In addi-
tion to his military service, 
Baerga-Rivera also works 
for the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District, 
where he has been a fi rst-
grade teacher at Pearl Hall 
Elementary for the past 
21years.
 Cynthia Hawk was 
named president of the 
South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce 
at the group’s 29th annu-
al banquet. She replaced 
longtime president and 
Leader publisher Marie 
Flickinger. Ellington Air-
port General Manager 
Brian Rinehart was the 
guest speaker at the event, 
which was a salute to El-
lington Field.

Feb. 14
 Judge John Dietz ruled 
that Texas’ education 
funding is inadequate and 
inequitable across the 
state. In his ruling, Dietz 
specifi cally called on the 
state to provide the re-
sources necessary to give 
all students a real opportu-
nity to graduate from high 
school ready for college 
or a career, provide equi-
table funding to bring all 
Texas school districts up 
to the funding levels nec-
essary to meet Texas’ high 
standards and provide 
local communities with 
meaningful discretion to 
provide local enrichment 
above state requirements. 
The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District and 
the Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District were 
among 600 school districts 
to fi le suit against the state 
when the Legislature cut 
$5.4 billion from public 
education in 2011. This re-
duction occurred at a time 
when the state increased 
unfunded requirements for 
school districts and testing 
requirements.
 Sagemeadow resident 

Javier Rene Ortiz III, 
30, died Saturday, Feb. 
9, in an explosion at the 
Air Liquide facility in La 
Porte. The explosion hap-
pened in a lab that is used 
to mix industrial gases, 
such as nitrogen and hy-
drogen, which are used to 
process food, beverages 
and electronics. Ortiz was 
initially reported as miss-
ing following the incident. 
His body, however, was 
discovered later that eve-
ning.

Feb. 21
 A former math teacher 
at Beverly Hills Interme-
diate School was arrested 
and charged with fi ve fel-
ony counts, the result of 
an investigation into alle-
gations she was engaged 
in improper relationships 
with four students, all then 
enrolled in high school. 
LaShawn Simmons, 41, 
had resigned her position 
the previous month in lieu 
of termination. The fi ve 
charges included one count 
of sexual assault of a child 
under 17, a second-de-
gree felony. She was also 
charged with two counts 
of engaging in an improp-
er relationship between 
an educator and a student, 
also a second-degree felo-
ny. The two other charges 
fi led against Simmons 
– online solicitation of a 
minor and possession of 
child pornography – were 
both third-degree felonies. 
The students, two adults 
and two juveniles, were all 
enrolled at J. Frank Dobie 
High School.

Feb. 28
 A motorcyclist was 
killed in a traffi c accident 
that took place Friday, 
Feb. 22, in the 1000 block 
of Genoa Red Bluff Road. 
The victim, Daniel Marti-
nez, 57, was pronounced 
dead at the scene. Ac-
cording to police, Marti-
nez was driving a Harley 
Davidson motorcycle and 
traveling east on Genoa 
Red Bluff  Road as a red 
Ford F-250 pickup truck 
towing a trailer with lawn 
equipment was traveling 
west on the street. When 

South Belt Leader looks back over 2013
the driver of the truck 
turned left (south) on Old 
Genoa Red Bluff Road, 
the motorcyclist struck 
the trailer and died at the 
scene. The driver of the 
truck did not show signs of 
intoxication. He was cit-
ed for failure to yield the 
right of way and released.
 March 7
 The inaugural group 
was inducted into the 
J. Frank Dobie High 
School Hall of Honor. 
Inducted alumni includ-
ed Ken Howery (Class 
of 1994), Edmund Walk-
er (Class of 1974), Mary 
Campbell-Fox (Class of 
1976), Chris Connealy 
(Class of 1977), Dina 
Jackson-Giesler (Class 
of 1981), Mark Chassay 
(Class of 1984), Bobby 
Burton (Class of 1987) 
and Christa Williams 
(Class of 1996). Fallen 
heroes inducted included 
Walter McRae Jr. (Class of 
1972) and Chris Williams 
(Class of 1984). Former 
teacher Richard Golenko 
was the lone staff member 
to be inducted.
 Former Harris County 
Commissioner Sylvia Gar-
cia defeated fellow Demo-
crat, state Rep. Carol Al-
varado, Saturday, March 2, 
in the runoff election to fi ll 
the District 6 Senate seat 
of the late Mario Gallegos. 
Garcia received about 53 
percent of the vote, while 
Alvarado received roughly 
47 percent. Gov. Rick Per-
ry had called the special 
runoff election after Gar-
cia and Alvarado took the 
top two spots in a crowded 
fi eld of eight candidates in 
a January special election. 
Gallegos, who had held 
the seat since 1994, died 
of liver disease in October. 
It was too late to remove 
his name from the No-
vember ballot, and he was 
posthumously elected to 
another term.
 A 5-year-old boy was 
temporarily taken during 
a carjacking in the 10000 
block of Fuqua Thursday, 
Feb. 28. According to po-
lice, the incident occurred 
when the boy’s parents 

were fi lling up water bot-
tles at the Foodarama gro-
cery store. Police said the 
couple left their son in 
their vehicle just outside 
the door of the store for 
less than two minutes. The 
keys were reportedly left 
inside the vehicle. When 
the couple exited the store, 
they discovered their truck 
had been stolen with their 
son inside. The crook 
quickly realized the child 
was inside the vehicle and 
dropped him off at the 
Walgreens located across 
the street. The boy walked 
inside the store, and em-
ployees called 911. Police 
were able to reunite the 
boy with his family within 
about 10 minutes. He was 
not injured. No immediate 
arrests were made.

March 14
 Dobie High School fi n-
ished in eighth place in 
the Texas Academic De-
cathlon held in El Paso. 
The Longhorns took third 
in the Super Quiz and 
garnered two individu-
al fi rst places. Tuan Phan 
took top honors for Dobie 
in honors science, while 
teammate Angel Garcia 
took fi rst in varsity sci-
ence. Garcia also took sec-
ond in varsity economics. 
Dobie students winning 
third-place awards were 
Sonia Bonavita, in varsity 
interview; Daniel Ta, in 
scholastic art; and Maria 
Ferreira, in scholastic so-
cial science. 
 March 21
 Longtime Houston Po-
lice Offi cer Randy Derr 
retired after serving near-
ly 34 years on the force. 
Many South Belt residents 
knew Derr from his exten-
sive work with the Hous-
ton Police Department’s 
Positive Interaction Pro-
gram, a monthly meeting 
held to bolster relations 
between area residents 
and local police. A 1977 
graduate of South Hous-
ton High School, Derr had 
been involved with the PIP 
meetings for 20 years.

March 28
 The Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District 

officially broke ground 
on its future career and 
technical high school 
Tuesday, March 26. To 
be located on Beltway 8 
at Genoa Red Bluff, the 
new 246,000-square-foot 
campus is set to open in 
August 2014. Approved in 
a 2011 bond vote, the $37 
million facility will offer 
students career and techni-
cal training.   
 A unit in the Park 
Center Apartments in the 
12300 block of Beamer 
caught fi re Friday, March 
22. Two apartments were 
completely destroyed in 
the blaze. Six others suf-
fered water and smoke 
damage. Fire department 
offi cials believed the inci-
dent was the result of ar-
son. No immediate arrests 
were made.

April 4
 A South Belt resident 
was killed in a bizarre 
automobile accident 
Tuesday, April 2, in the 
12200 block of the Gulf 
Freeway near Almeda 
Mall. Olga Posada, 28, 
was pronounced dead 
at the scene. According 
to police, Posada was a 
passenger in a Toyota 
4-Runner. When the male 
driver got out of the parked 
vehicle, Posada reportedly 
jumped in the driver’s seat 
and asked him to teach 
her to drive. Police say 
she then released the hand 
brake and stepped on the 
accelerator, causing her to 
strike the wall of a furni-
ture store before crashing 
into another vehicle, kill-
ing her instantly. Posada’s 
10-year-old son, who was 
also in the vehicle, was 
transported to Memorial 
Hermann Southeast 
Hospital in critical condi-
tion.
 A pair of Scarsdale 
home invasions took 
place within a block of 
each other in a two-day 
time period. On Tuesday, 
March 26, at roughly 5:10 
a.m., three armed sus-
pects reportedly kicked in 
the side door to a home 
in the 12600 block of 

Continued on Page 5A

Margaret Lodge, left, South Houston High 
School’s fi rst librarian, was treated to a re-
ception by family and friends on Saturday, 
three days before her 100th birthday. Sev-
eral dozen well-wishers attended the recep-
tion at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church on 
Edgebrook. Lodge served as SHHS’s librar-
ian from the day the school opened in 1957 
until 1978. Earlier this fall she was one of 
20 former SHHS educators selected as inau-
gural inductees in the school’s Teacher Hall 
of Honor. Lodge was born on Dec. 17, 1913. 
Photo below: Left to right, Lodge celebrates 
with her cousin, Don Wells of Magnolia, and 
his grandson, Hayden Wells, age 5.  
 Photos submitted

Lodge 
celebrates 
100 years

Burnett spelling bee winners named

Washington, (fourth row) Kaylee Goodrum, Josh-
ua Jack, Nayeli Faz, Oscar Carbajal, Guadalupe 
Hernandez, (back row) Nikolas Rodriguez, Lisette 
Rodriguez, Melanie Vo, Nevaeh Govea and Nataly 
Mendez. Not pictured is Imanol Carrion.
 Photos submitted

Spelling bee participants pictured are, left to 
right, (front row) Alejandro Ramos, Vanessa Ro-
cha, (second row) Ryan Humphries, Serenity 
Govea, Martin Tran, Thaddeus Perrodin, Mar-
iana Pantoja, Lluvia Martinez, (third row) Ma-
rissa Rojas, Thalia Le, Paola Mendoza, Jazmine 

Burnett Elementary recent-
ly held its annual spelling 
bee. Participants included 
classroom winners from 
third and fourth grades. 
The winner, Vanessa Ro-
cha, will go on to compete 
at the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District Spell-
ing Bee in February 2014. 

At left: Top spelling bee 
winners’ grandparents and 
parents pictured are, left 
to right, grandparents Ber-
nardo Ramos and Mary 
Louise Ramos, Alejandro 
Ramos (fourth grade run-
ner-up), Vanessa Rocha 
(fourth grade fi rst-place 
winner), and her mother, 
Irene Rocha.

JROTC  lays wreaths

Students from Dobie’s JROTC program recently 
participated in the annual Wreaths Across America 
campaign by laying wreaths at the Houston Nation-
al Cemetery. Shown above is Cadet 1st/Lt. Luke 
McDonald-Delta Flight Commander. Shown 
below is Cadet 2nd/Lt. Adam Hawkins-Model 
Rocketry and Remote Control Aircraft (RCA) 
Commander.                                 Photos submitted
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Remember When
35 years ago ( 1978)

  Hughes Airwest became 
Houston’s newest sched-
uled airline, when it inaugu-
rated twice-daily nonstops 
between William P. Hobby 
Airport and Tucson.
 The Sageglen home of 

Wilton Jonas was the win-
ner of the McCarver Realtor 
annual Christmas decorat-
ing contest.

30 years ago (1983)
 Approximately $100 in 
cash and a chainsaw were 
stolen from the Rent-Way at 
the Eagle Shopping Center.
 Rodney Bruce Jonas of 
the 11000 block of Sage-
link was charged with fel-
ony criminal mischief for 
the destruction of the South 
Belt Leader’s Christmas 
decorating contest winner 
Gene McKinney’s yard dec-
orations.

25 years ago (1988)
 The South Belt Civic Co-
alition passed a resolution 
endorsing South Belt rep-
resentation on the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
Board of Education.
 South Belt realtor Mi-
chael LeBlanc’s compa-
ny, Century 21 J. Michael, 
started mowing one front 
lawn a month in each of the 
major subdivisions in the 
South Belt area.

20 years ago (1993)
 The owners of a vandal-
ized car and house in the 
9800 block of Sageplum 
sought the two teenage girls 
responsible for the acts of 
vandalism.

 Clear Creek Independent 
School District students 
raised their scores in every 
grade level on the Texas 
Assessment of Academic 
Skills test, while Pasadena 
Independent School District 
students saw little improve-
ment.

15 years ago (1998)
 Dobie students raised 
$4,100 to aid the grand-
daughter of English teacher 
Rosemary Rayburn in her 
homecoming from the hos-
pital. Samantha Rayburn 
was born prematurely and 
needed expensive medical 
equipment at home before 
she could be released from 
the hospital.
 Cynthia Cortez, a mail 
carrier for the U.S. Postal 
Service, was attacked and 
severely bitten by a dog 
while she was delivering 
mail in the Beverly Hills 
subdivision. The attack left 
Cortez with 10 stitches on 
her right chest, a sprained 
elbow, scrapes and bruises 
and back and neck injuries.

10 years ago (2003)
 The home of Laura Le-
masters and her daugh-
ter Kristin Bennett was 
destroyed when a candle 
caught a blanket on fi re on 
the deck in the backyard.

 Gov. Rick Perry appoint-
ed Lori Massey, daughter 
of Cathy and Raymond 
Massey of Sagemead-
ow and 1986 Dobie High 
School graduate, to the 
288th District Court Bench 
in San Antonio.

5 years ago (2008)
 Webster police arrest-
ed a 15-year-old juvenile 
accused of shooting and 
killing South Belt resident 
Thanh Pham, 35, in an ap-
parent robbery attempt at a 
liquor store in the 900 block 
of East NASA Parkway. 
The suspect was already in 
juvenile custody on an un-
related assault charge. 
 Moore Elementary 
named Demetria “Dee 
Dee” Pitts its new assis-
tant principal. She replaced 
longtime assistant principal 
Cliff Swearingen, who died 
earlier in the school year.                                                             
 Sagemeadow resident 
Sherri Golightly was named 
the Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department’s Medic of the 
Year at the group’s 36th an-
niversary awards banquet.

1 year ago (2012)
       Gov. Rick Perry desig-
nated the special election 
date to fi ll the state Senate 
District 6 seat formerly held 
by the late Mario Gallegos. 

Vying for the position were 
Carol Alvarado, Sylvia Gar-
cia (who eventually won 
the seat), Rodolfo “Rudy” 
Reyes, Dorothy Olmos, 
R.W. Bray, Joaquin Mar-
tinez, Susan Delgado and 
Maria Selva.

Brian Goodwin
Owner

Darts,Pool
Shuffl eboard

Internet Jukebox

4 p.m. - 2 a.m. Daily
Drink Specials Daily

12057 Beamer Rd.
See us on Facebook

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs.

• Business Forms • Business Cards 
• Custom Letterheads & Envelopes 

• Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes 
• Menus • Directories & much more!

11555 Beamer • 281-484-4337

Over The Back Fence 

HAPPY 41ST BIRTHDAY YVONNE!
 Yvonne Acosta will celebrate her birthday 
on Wednesday, Dec. 25. Lots of love, hugs, kiss-
es and blessings are sent from husband Rene 
de la Fuente, daughter Jaclyn Gonzales, son-
in-law Tomas Acosta, son Jacob Gonzales 
and fiance Michelle Smithers, sons Rene Jr., 
Ryan, Ricky and Raiden de la Fuente, and 
grandbabies Khloe Benitez, and Kristian, 
Kelan and Ethan Acosta.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY JACQUELYN WIESS!

 Belated happy birthday greetings are sent 
to Jacquelyn Wiess, whose birthday was 
on Dec. 22, from the entire Wiess family and 
all Jacquelyn’s friends in North Carolina who 
can’t wait to see her and celebrate.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ELAINE
 Elaine Edwards, wife of former Leader 
staffer Bill Edwards, celebrates her birthday 
Thursday, Dec. 26. 

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO BETH
 Wishes for a great celebration on Jan. 3 
are sent to Beth Williams of Central Ace 
Hardware from her family, friends and the  
staff at the South Belt Leader.

HAVE A WONDERFUL DAY, BO
 Jan. 7 is a good day for a party as James 
“Bo” Bolen celebrates another year. Best 
wishes are sent from his famiy, friends and 
fellow staff members at the Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays Dec. 26 through 
Jan. 8.

Atkinson Elementary
 Light the birthday candles Dec. 27 for  

Tracy Nguyen. Enjoying a birthday the first 
day of the year, Jan. 1, is Tammy Thompson. 
Greetings are sent to Terry Salazar Jan. 3. 
Emalie Sternberg enjoys a birthday Jan. 4.

Burnett Elementary
 Blow out the candles for Olivia Gomez 
and Shannon Roberts as they celebrate a 
birthday Dec. 28.  Jessica Leon enjoys a 
birthday Dec. 29. Starting off the new year 
right is Maria Nunez with a birthday Jan. 
4. Birthday greetings are sent to Carlota 
Ramirez Jan. 6 and to Julie Mathew Jan. 7.

Frazier Elementary
 Greetings for a wonderful birthday are 
sent to Katie Belus Dec. 26. Angie Speck 
celebrates her birthday Dec. 30. Enjoying a 
birthday Jan. 5 is Asna Ali.

Meador Elementary
 Light the birthday candles Dec. 26 for 
Sarah Flores. Maria Armenta enjoys a 
winter birthday Dec. 28. Starting a new year 
Cheryl Caudill celebrates a birthday Jan. 6.

Moore Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Britney 
Greuter on Dec. 28. Bich Huynh closes out 
the year with a birthday to celebrate on Dec. 
31.

South Belt Elementary
 Dec. 26 is the day for a birthday celebra-
tion for Amy Batson. Starting off the new 
year right is Marcy Pittman with a birthday 
Jan. 1. Estella Montoya-Riley enjoys a day 
of celebration Jan. 4.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Enjoying a winter birthday on Dec. 30 is 
Cheryl Mendoza. Birthday greetings are 
sent to Royinn Stewart Jan. 4. 

Melillo Middle School
 Dec. 27 is the day for birthday greet-
ings for Alyssa Alvarez. SanJuana Huitron 
Ortiz is wished a happy birthday Dec. 28. 
The day for a birthday cake is Dec. 29 for Jill 
Sharma.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Dec. 29 is the day for a party for Kenneth 
Davidson. Sara Gunn-Meche  starts off the 
year right with a birthday Jan. 1. Blow out the 
birthday candles Jan. 3 for Diane Hallman. 
Enjoying a birthday Jan. 5 is Kari Mitchell.

Thompson Intermediate
 Betty Minter enjoys a winter birthday Dec. 
29. Starting off the new year with a birthday 
celebration on Jan. 1 is Tiona Samuel.  The 
day for a birthday cake for Caroline Aguilera 
is Jan. 4. 

Dobie High
  A triple birthday is scheduled for Susana 
Briones, Donna Cobb, and  Martha 
Medrano on Dec. 26. Enjoying a birthday 
Dec. 27 is Gena Rhodes. Andrea Morgan 
and Maria Villegas will celebrate a double 
birthday Dec. 29. Celebrating the new year 
and a birthday on Jan. 1 is Barry Harris. 
Birthday wishes are sent to Jane Damico 
and Tess Tobin Jan. 3. Light the birthday 
candles for Sylvia Alexander and Kyle 
Ediger Jan. 4. Greetings are sent to Janette 
Norton for her birthday Jan. 6. 

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@southbelt 
leader.com with OTBF in the subject line. 
Items must be submitted by Friday noon for 
the next week’s publication.

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas       281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

Groom & Board

Exceptional Grooming at Common Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat. 7am-6pm
BFBGrooming.com

281-484-9655

Wishing You and the Ones You Love a 
Wonderful Holiday and a Spectacular New Year

South Belt Elementary donates toys

ielle Mendiola, Natalia Martinez, Alexander Rios, Melvin Solis, 
Kimberly Garza, Noah Gaytan, Saad Bhatti, Caden Spiller, Col-
in Dang, Steven Nguyen and Samuel Paredes. 

South Belt Elementary School recently held a toy drive. Pictured 
are some of the many students who participated in the toy drive, 
left to right, (center) Keith Manson, (back) Aidan Cedillo, Dan-

 The Harris County Master 
Gardeners at Precinct 2  re- 
cently released its upcoming 
events.

Green Thumb Series
 The Green Thumb Series 
will present an educational 
program on soils and com-
posting on Tuesday, Jan. 14, at 

Harris gardeners set upcoming events
6:30 p.m. at the Clear Lake 
Park meeting room (on the 
lakeside), 5001 NASA 
Parkway. The event is free and 
open to the public

Third Wednesday 
Lecture Series

 On Wednesday, Jan. 15, 
Heidi Sheesley of Treesearch 

Farms will present a program 
on the fruit and citrus trees 
that will be available at the 
Master Gardener sale sched-
uled for Feb. 15 at Campbell 
Hall in Pasadena. The lecture 
is free and open to the public, 
and will be held in the Clear 
Lake Park meeting room (on 

the lakeside), 5001 NASA 
Parkway in Seabrook.

Open Garden Day
 Open Garden Day will be 
held on Monday, Jan. 20, at 
the Genoa Friendship Garden, 
1202 Genoa Red Bluff Road 
in Houston. Master gardeners 
will be on hand to answer 

gardening questions. Hours 
are 8:30 to 11 a.m. with an 
educational program at 9:30 
a.m. The event is free and 
open to the public. Children 
are invited.
 For more information on 
these or other events, visit 
http://hcmga.tamu.edu.

 Parker Williams Branch 
Library will host a seven-part 
series, Healthy Food, Healthy 
Families, beginning on 
Thursday, Jan. 16, featuring a 
healthy cooking demonstra-
tion, recipe physical activity 
break, and group activity.
 There is no charge for the 
sessions, which are spon-
sored by the Texas A&M 
Agrilife Extension Service, 
the Expanded Food and 
Nutrition Education Pro-
gram. 
 All sessions take place at 
1 p.m. every Thursday until 
Feb. 27.
 Each participant receives 
a certificate at the end of the 
program if he or she attends 
six of the seven sessions.

 Topics are as follows: 
 Week 1: Healthy Food, 
Healthy Families; Week 2: 
Foods that Pack a PUNCH!; 
Week 3: Making the most of 
MyPlate; Week 4: Power of 
Planning; Week 5: Setting 
your Limits; Week 6: Plate it 
Safe!; Week 7: The Choice is 
Yours! Sessions are one-and-
a-half hours and in addition 
to a cooking demonstration, 
physical activity and infor-
mation, also include a recipe 
and occasionally small incen-
tive items.
 Parker Williams Branch 
Library is located at 10851 
Scarsdale Blvd., Suite 510.
 For more information or 
to register for this series, call 
the library at 281-484-2036.

Library hosts 
series on health Companies hiring drafters 

are turning to San Jacinto 
college for their applicants, 
and not just by calling, but 
also by visiting students in 
their classroom for on-site 
interviews.
 Representatives from Oil 
States Industries recently 
held a recruiting event at the 
college to meet with associ-
ate degree drafting candi-
dates from the engineering 
design graphics (EDG) pro-
gram. Kelly Collins, with the 
human resources department 
at Oil States Industries, said 
that the company is looking 
to hire two entry-level draft-
ers per semester.
 “We know San Jacinto 
College provides students with 
the curriculum and the training 
on software that we use,” said 
Collins. “Once we hire them, 
they will be assigned a mentor 
that will guide and teach them 
everything within their job 
description. Moreover, we will 
provide any additional train-
ing, exams, and certifications 
he or she needs to start as a 
full-time drafter.” Collins 
added that drafters who start at 
Oil States Industries will begin 
making approximately $40,000. 
The company plans to start 
employees as drafters and 
transition them into senior 
drafter positions, and later into 
designer and senior designer 
positions.
 “These jobs pay very well 
and come with excellent ben-
efits, but we do prefer an 
associate degree,” said 
Collins. “This is why we 
choose to look to our local 
community colleges to fill 
these positions and promote 
from within.”
 Anna Cummings, engi-
neering design graphics 
department chair at San 
Jacinto College, said that 
engineering companies in 
Houston have a large employ-
ment gap to fill.  Drafters 
enjoy a healthy job outlook, 
according to the Department 

Companies looking 
for drafters visit SJC

of Labor, with Texas leading 
in employment in this field.
 “The companies that are 
looking for graduates are 
mainly in oil and gas areas,” 
said Cummings. “These com-
panies build oil platforms, 
materials, and tools. With oil 
and gas production as high as 
it is, there are many positions 
available for drafters. Engi-
neering groups hire drafters 
as assistants to designers and 
engineers.”
 Drafters use 2D and 3D 
computer-aided drafting (CAD) 
software to convert the 
designs of engineers and 
architects into technical 
drawings and plans. There 
are several types of drafters, 
including electronics, electri-
cal, civil, architectural, 
instrumentation, piping, with 
mechanical and petro/indus-
trial in high demand in the 
Houston region.
 Mechanical drafters pre-
pare layouts that show details 
for a wide variety of machin-
ery and mechanical devices. 
Petro/Industrial drafters pre-
pare plans used in the layout, 
construction and operation of 
oil and gas fields, refineries, 
chemical plants, and process 
piping systems, according to 
the Department of Labor.
 San Jacinto College offers 
a general EDG certificate of 
technology and an associate 
of applied science degree, as 
well as concentrations of 
study with specialty certifi-
cates of technology and asso-
ciate degrees in mechanical, 
petro/industrial and architec-
tural/civil/structural.  
 Software training is avail-
able in AutoCAD, Micro-
Station, Inventor, ProE\Creo, 
PDMS, 3D Studio Max, with 
SolidWorks and CadWorx 
coming soon. Engineering 
and design graphics pro-
grams and courses are avail-
able on all three San Jacinto 
College campuses.
 For more information, 
visit www.sanjac.edu.

U.S. Army Pvt. AJ Simon, a longtime South Belt 
resident and Dobie Class of 2005 graduate, re-
cently graduated from basic training at Fort 
Jackson, S.C. Simon was appointed team leader 
and squad leader of the third squad, fi rst pla-
toon. Pictured are, left to right, Simon’s mother, 
Sandra Simon, AJ and his grandmother, Virgin-
ia Simon. Simon will be in in Houston for two 
weeks before departing to Alabama for addition-
al training. Photo submitted

Simon graduates

HAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO MY MOTHER

December 30
With all my Love,

Diddy

Here comes the bride . . . 
Let South Belt Graphics & Printing take care 
of all your printing needs for your special day.

• Invitations • Envelopes • Napkins • Matchbooks • Thank You Cards 

11555 Beamer         281-484-4337
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the
Church of Your Choice

 The Catholic Community of
                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Desmond Daniels, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816  Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, 
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, 
widowed.

 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School              9:45 a.m.
 The Fountain (Contemporary)     5 p.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future, Inc.
Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, 
Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

281-464-2366281-464-2366
12490 Scarsdale Blvd.12490 Scarsdale Blvd.

FREE  REGISTRATION - Good  Thru  Jan. 9FREE  REGISTRATION - Good  Thru  Jan. 9

Ages served 6 weeks - 11 years

Ms. Janetʼs is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, 
including  MELILLO & MORRIS Middle Schools and SOUTH BELT Elementary.

281-538-5310281-538-5310
3007 Invincible Dr. League City3007 Invincible Dr. League City

LOW PRICES

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

I need a pregnancy test
I need to know what to do

We are here for you.  We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South 

Crisis Pregnancy Center

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer
       Appliance Therapy: Corrects crowding and a 

                              recessive lower jaw line.

 Eliminates the need for 
 orthodontic tooth removal 
 in many situations.

 Eliminates the need 
 for headgear.

Second Opinions Welcome!

Insurance Assignment Accepted • Quality and Caring Office 

• Certified Specialist • Serving the South Belt Area Since 1981

The South Belt-Ellington Leader looks back at the year 2013
Continued from Page 3A
Sandyhook. At the time of 
the incident, the house was 
occupied by a 53-year-old 
woman, a 23-year-old 
woman and a 10-year-old 
boy. Upon gaining entry, 
the crooks forced the resi-
dents into the master bed-
room and demanded the 
older woman open a safe in 
the closet. When she was 
unable to do so, the men 
carried it outside, along 
with a Sony PlayStation 
gaming system. The sus-
pects fled the residence in 
the homeowner’s Toyota 
Tundra pickup truck, 
which was found undam-
aged a couple of blocks 
away in the 12700 block 
of Corning.
 The following day on 
Wednesday, March 27, a 
woman was tied up and 
pistol-whipped during a 
brazen daylight home inva-
sion in the 12800 block 
of Gotham. According to 
police, two teens knocked 
on the 44-year-old wom-
an’s door at roughly 11:30 
a.m. asking for dona-
tions to help their bas-
ketball team. When the 
woman declined, one of 
the teens sprayed mace in 
the woman’s face, while 
the other pointed a pistol 
at her before striking her 
in the face with it. The 
two males then allegedly 
forced their way into the 
home, tied the woman up 
and rummaged the house 

for valuables. The men 
reportedly left the home 
with jewelry and electron-
ics. No immediate arrests 
were made.

April 11
 The Sagemeadow and 
Kirkmont municipal utili-
ty districts each announced 
they would hold bond 
elections Saturday, May 
11. The extra funds were 
needed to make repairs 
to the districts’ aging 
water and sewer lines that 
were damaged by recent 
droughts. Voters in the 
Sagemeadow MUD would 
decide on a $15 million 
proposal, while Kirkmont 
residents woul vote on a 
$10 million bond.
 April 18
 Local homebuilder and 
Republican campaign 
donor Bob Perry died in 
his sleep Saturday, April 
13, at 80 years old. Perry 
played a major role in the 
development of the South 
Belt community, as his 
company, Perry Homes, 
was responsible for build-
ing houses in several area 
subdivisions, including 
Sagemont, Sagemont 
Park, Sagemeadow and 
Sageglen, as well as sev-
eral local apartment com-
plexes and townhouses.
 Former Dobie track 
coach John Bryan and 
former Dobie track stand-
out Gawain Guy (Class of 
1981) were honored Satur-
day, April 13, by the Pas-

adena Independent School 
District as two of eight 
inductees to the district’s 
Athletics Hall of Fame. 
Bryan led the area high 
school to multiple state 
championships during the 
1980s.

April 25
 The Houston-based 
nonprofi t Children at Risk 
released its 2013 rankings 
of local schools. The or-
ganization ranked more 
than 1,000 public high 
schools in Texas (150 in 
the Greater Houston area). 
This year marked the fi rst 
time schools were assigned 
a letter grade (A-F) based 
on their comparative per-
formance. Leading the 
pack for the Pasadena In-
dependent School District 
was Pasadena Memorial, 
which ranked 55th (C) on 
the Greater-Houston list. 
Dobie was the next high-
est PISD high school on 
the list at 78th (C). South 
Houston High School was 
ranked 124 (D), Pasadena 
High School was ranked 
130 (D) and Sam Rayburn 
was ranked 134 (D). Over-
all, the Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District 
fared better in the rankings. 
Scoring tops for CCISD 
was Clear Lake at 17 (A). 
Clear Brook followed at 38 
(B), and Clear Creek High 
School trailed at 45 (C).
 A lifelong South Belt 
resident was found dead 
the afternoon of Tues-

day, April 23, next to the 
Beamer ditch between 
Kirkfair and Beltway 8. 
Bill Robert Marks, 50, 
was discovered by stu-
dents who were walking 
home from school. He was 
reportedly not breathing,  
and attempts by emergen-
cy crews to revive the man 
were unsuccessful. Marks’ 
death was believed to have 
been caused by existing 
heart problems.

May 2
 Joe Craddock, owner of 
C&D Burger Shoppe, died 
the evening of Wednesday, 
May 1, after a long illness. 
Craddock was a longtime 
South Belt resident and 
was very active in the 
community. He previously 
managed the Fuqua Dairy 
Queen before buying the 
building and changing it 
to C&D.
 A woman was reported-
ly abducted at gunpoint 
early Monday, April 29, 
from the Walmart parking 
lot in the 9500 block of 
Rowlett near Almeda 
Mall, then taken to a sepa-
rate location and sexually 
assaulted and robbed. 
According to police, a 
man approached the 
31-year-old woman 
around 1 a.m. and pulled a 
gun on her and forced her 
into her own vehicle. 
Police said the man then 
forced the woman to drive 
to another location where 
he raped and robbed her in 
her vehicle. Following the 
alleged assault, the woman 
drove herself to Memorial 
Hermann Southeast 
Hospital and called police. 
No immediate arrests 
were made.

May 9
 A man was fatally 
shot Saturday, May 4, at 
an apartment complex 
at 10910 Gulf Freeway 
around 1:30 a.m. Evan 
Butler, 25, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 
According to police, an 
unknown male suspect 
kicked in the front door of 
an apartment at the Cabo 
San Lucas apartment com-
plex and  demanded mon-
ey from Butler. When he 
did not comply, Butler was 
shot, and the suspect fl ed 
the scene. No immediate 
arrests were made.
 The 17th annual South 
Belt Spectacular Cook-

off was a success, setting 
records for the number of 
teams, volunteers and at-
tendees.More than 10,000 
tickets were sold to the 
event, which is the sole 
fundraiser for the annual 
South Belt Fourth of July 
fi reworks show.

May 16
 Voters overwhelmingly 
cast ballots in favor of 
all bond proposals in the 
May 11 municipal utility 
district and school elec-
tions. In the Sagemeadow 
Municipal Utility District, 
residents voted 53-19 in 
support of a $15 million 
referendum to address the 
MUD’s aging water and 
sewer lines that were dam-
aged by recent droughts. 
A similar $10 million 
bond proposal passed in 
the Kirkmont Municipal 
Utility District by a 26-3 
vote. Voters in the  Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District approved the 
CCISD bond referendum, 
with 68 percent voting for 
the $367 million propos-
al to rebuild and replace 
aging facilities. Roughly 
32 percent voted against 
the measure.
 The race to fi ll the 
CCISD District 1 seat 
formerly held by Robert 
Davee went to Laura 
DuPont, who received 
46.47 percent of the vote. 
Opponent Gary Renola 
received 36.44 percent, 
while opponent John 
P.  Herrmann received 
17.09 percent. Davee was 
not seeking re-election. 
Incumbent Ann Hammond 
retained her At-Large B 
position, defeating chal-
lenger Nick Long 53.56 
percent to 46.44 percent.
 After teaching in the 
same second-grade class-
room for 43 years, long-
time South Belt resident 
Sharon Brantly retired 
from Stuchbery Elementa-
ry. 
 A South Belt resident 
was struck by lightning 
Friday, May 10, on a job 
site in northwest Houston. 
Jeremy Garcia, a 1996 Do-
bie graduate, was working 
for the City of Houston 
Public Works Department 
at the Metro North Offi ce 
Park in the 1700 block 
of Seamist when he was 
struck around 10 a.m. 
during heavy thunder-

storms. He was within 500 
feet of a fi re station and re-
ceived immediate medical 
care, including a defi bril-
lator. After reviving him, 
emergency crews trans-
ported Garcia to Memorial 
Hermann Hospital - Texas 
Medical Center in critical 
condition. After several 
months of rehabilitation, 
Garcia returned to work in 
mid-December.
 Longtime South Belt 
resident Susie Van Gild-
er Ortiz was selected by 
her colleagues as Teacher 
of the Year at Weber Ele-
mentary. Ortiz attended 
Stuchbery, Thompson and 
Dobie before going on to 
San Jacinto College and 
the University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake. She be-
gan her career at Weber in 
2005 as a physical educa-
tion instructor.

May 23
 A 14-year-old female 
Thompson student report-
ed that she had been ab-
ducted and assaulted after 
getting off the school bus 
Monday, May 20, in the 
Clear Brook Meadows 
subdivision. The incident 
was allegedly a fabrica-
tion, according to offi cials 
from the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce. The inci-
dent, which was covered 
extensively in the local 
media, created a deluge of 
concern from the commu-
nity, with an unprecedent-
ed number of Facebook 
comments and messages 
being sent to the Leader. 
From the onset, investiga-
tors said there were incon-
sistencies in the student’s 
story, but Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District 
offi cials felt obligated to 
notify parents of the pos-
sible incident.

May 30
 Longtime South Belt 
resident and U.S. Air Force 
Senior Airman Fernando 
“Nando” Flores died af-
ter crashing his vehicle on 
Edwards Air Force Base in 
California Thursday, May 
23. According to police, 
Flores, a 2005 Dobie grad-
uate, lost control of his car 
and struck a utility pole, 
killing him on impact. 
Born on Independence 
Day, Flores followed in 
his grandfather’s footsteps 
by joining the Air Force in 
January 2009. During his 

Air Force tenure, Flores 
did two tours overseas, 
serving in Saudi Arabia 
and Abu Dhabi.
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District Board 
of Trustees on Tuesday, 
May 28, voted to name 
the district’s new central 
swimming facility for the 
late Dennis L. Shippey, 
whose career as swimming 
and diving coach at Dobie 
High School spanned near-
ly three decades. Trustees 
also named Daniel Hoppie 
the new principal at Mor-
ris Middle School. Hop-
pie had previously served 
as assistant principal at 
Thompson Intermediate.
 The Harris County 
Toll Road Authority an-
nounced plans to widen 
portions of Beltway 8 
from Highway 288 to the 
Gulf Freeway. Currently, 
some stretches of the road 
are two lanes in each di-
rection, while other parts 
are four lanes in each di-
rection. The project will 
require widening the en-
tire corridor to four main 
lanes in each direction. 
Work on the two-year 
project, which is projected 
to cost $200 million, will 
begin early 2014.

June 6
 Longtime South Belt 
resident Robert Bebee was 
one of four Houston fi re-
fi ghters to die Friday, May 
31, while battling a fi ve-
alarm fi re in a motel near 
the Southwest Freeway 
at Hillcroft. The blaze, 
which injured 14 more, 
marked the deadliest day 
in the 118-year history of 
the Houston Fire Depart-
ment, offi cials said.
 According to offi cials, 
the fi re started around 
noon in an adjacent 

restaurant, then quickly 
spread to the Southwest 
Inn in the 6800 block of 
the Southwest Freeway. 
The four were killed when 
the motel’s roof collapsed. 
The fi refi ghters had en-
tered the building under 
the false assumption there 
were civilians trapped in-
side. It took more than 150 
fi refi ghters roughly three 
hours to bring the fl ames 
under control. A 1990 Do-
bie graduate, Bebee, 41, 
dedicated his life to pub-
lic service, fi rst working 
as a deputy for the Harris 
County Precinct 2 Consta-
ble’s offi ce, before making 
the switch to become an 
HFD fi refi ghter in August 
2001. Bebee began his 
HFD career as a fi refi ght-
er/EMT but was promoted 
to engineer operator EMT 
in December 2007. At the 
time of his death, Bebee 
was studying to become a 
captain.
 The Rev. John Morgan, 
senior pastor at Sagemont 
Church, was honored at a 
ceremony Thursday, May 
30, for being the Pasadena 
Independent School Dis-
trict’s 2013 Distinguished 
Alumnus. A 1959 Pasade-
na High School graduate, 
Morgan was recognized 
for transforming the once 
small Sagemont ministry 
into one of the largest in 

the state. Under Morgan’s 
direction, the church’s 
congregation has grown 
from a mere 16 members 
to more than 17,000. Mor-
gan is married to the for-
mer Beth Ann Barcello, a 
1959 South Houston High 
School graduate and the 
school’s first homecoming 
queen. The couple have 
two sons, two daughters-
in-law and three grand-
children.

June 13
 An off-duty police of-
fi cer was one of two peo-
ple killed in a wrong-way 
crash on the Gulf Freeway 
near Almeda Genoa ear-
ly Monday, June 10. Joe 
Segovia, 56, of the Uni-
versity of Houston-Clear 
Lake Police Department 
was pronounced dead at 
the scene. The wrong-
way driver, Arnulso Sam-
uel Cerna, 45, of South 
Houston, was also killed 
in the accident. Accord-
ing to police, the accident 
happened around 2:30 a.m. 
on the southbound side of 
the freeway. Authorities 
said Cerna was driving a 
Chrysler 300 north on the 
freeway when he slammed 
head on into Segovia’s Sci-
on xB, which was traveling 
south. The uniformed offi -
cer was on his way to work 
at the time of the crash.
Continued in Jan. 9 issue

Melillo Middle School donates to annual South Belt toy drive

Le, Paris Howell, Jolany Chevez, Tania Manriquez 
Murillo, Juliette Aguirre, Joshua Soto, (back row) 
Murdoch, Reuben Deavers, Juan Ramirez, Rhett 
Lorfi ng, Anthony Perrett, Josiah Fernandez and 
Ethan Ouzts.

Claire Murdoch’s sixth-grade class pictured are, 
left to right, (front row) Victoria Nunez, Alondra 
Cerda, Emily Mauro, Daniel Lazcano, Agustin 
Gomez Chicas, Fernando Lopez, Michael Milner, 
(middle row) Justin Kuhn, Ryan Sarazen, Jessica 

Students from Melillo 
Middle School showed 
Hearts that Care by 
donating food and 
toys to the South Belt 
Leader Food and Toy 
Drive. Melillo has par-
ticipated in this drive 
for the past six years. 
The school holds a 
competition between 
homerooms to motivate 
students to bring in do-
nations. The winning 
fi fth-grade homeroom 
was Jackie Carmona’s 
class, bringing in 470 
items. The winning 
sixth-grade homeroom 
was Claire Murdoch’s 
class, bringing in 300 
items. Allen, Marcus Saenz, Logan Marcano, Argelia 

Garcia, Nate Wallace, Rayven Gavin, (back row) 
Victoria Lazo, Victoria Ortiz, Matthew Campuza-
no, Emily Gonzalez, Marc Ramirez, Alonso Gar-
za, Deja Shanklin, Chanel Lofton and Carmona.

Jackie Carmona’s fi fth-grade class pictured are, 
left to right, (front row) Cheyenne Alexander, 
Alexis Nguyen, Tony Le, Alex Garcia, Daniela 
Montoya, Derek Jones, Synsearae Johnson, (mid-
dle row) Kevin Pham, Gabriel Garza, Ja’Darius 

This Sunday with: Miles West:

www.KSCchurch.org

“Refuge”
Matthew 2: 13-18

Kirkwood South Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Where God Makes Lives Better
10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)

281-481-0004
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.
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14020 Galveston Road 
Suite 180

Webster, Texas  77598
281-218-6744

Catering - 713-412-8807

5968 Fairmont Parkway 
Suite F

Pasadena, Texas  77505
281-487-1400

Catering - 281-979-6846

www.savannahcafeandbakery.comwww.savannahcafeandbakery.com

Call and ask about ourCall and ask about our
COOKIE

DECORATING
PARTIES

SEE US FOR YOUR ONE STOP 
SHOP FOR HOLIDAY MEALS

 – INCLUDING HAMS –

VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL 
YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

Allied Foundations

 281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up) 

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

I-45 at Fuqua • 281-922-5552

See Store for Details

Kids Eat 

FREE FREE 
Every Day!

1-15-14
Not valid on holidays. Valid at Fuqua location only.

Come Meet 
Our New 
Manager

Frazier Elementary 
students visit with Santa

The Tamez family tells Santa their Christmas wishes. Pictured are, left to 
right, Alfredo Tamez, Santa Claus, Nerieda Tamez and Emily Tamez.

Frazier Elementary students were treated to a visit by Santa Claus on Tues-
day, Dec. 10. Above, left to right, Tristan Robinson and Aidan Gutierrez 
chat with Santa.                                                                       Photos submitted

Dobie High School recently held its annual food drive. Helping with the 
drive were, left to right, Jacob Lariviere, Lori Ornelas, Monica Patel, Desiré 
Gabino, Diana Tran and Principal Franklin Moses. Photo submitted

Dobie holds food drive

Moore students give toys

Moore Elementary fi rst-graders, left to right, Joseph Le, Tahllon Provost, Ann-
rliese Goodrum-Toth and Charles Cooper donate toys. They, along with many 
other students and staff, contributed to the school’s annual toy drive. The school 
donated the toys to the South Belt Leader Christmas Program. Photo submitted

BHI donates to PISD’s Toys for Tots

Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Cinnamon 
Howard, Kerrington Nguyen, Sami Yu, Cassandra 
Guevara, BHI coach and teacher Ronnie Thomas, 
(back row) Nam Nguyen, Offi cer Jeff Sexton, Of-

Beverly Hills Intermediate 
donated toys to the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
Police Department’s Toys for 
Tots. The students exceeded 
their goal and brought in 280 
toys. Because the students met 
their goal, BHI coach/teacher 
Ronnie Thomas dressed up 
in an elf costume for the day. 
The donated toys will be giv-
en to deserving children in the 
Pasadena school district area.

At left, PISD Police Offi -
cer Jeff Sexton and students 
Cinnamon Howard, Cassan-
dra Guevara, Sami Yu, Ker-
rington Nguyen, Rodrigo Di-
osdado and Nam Nguyen load 
a truck with toys collected by 
BHI students and staff. Some 
of those toys donated to the 
police were given to the Lead-
er’s program.

fi cer Jason Grice, Offi cer Eric Rojas, Offi cer Elias 
Ramirez, Rodrigo Diosdado, Fabian Cardenas 
and BHI Assistant Principal Christina Serna. 
 Photos submitted

NOW OPEN

10904 Scarsdale Blvd., Ste. 230

832-288-4045
Owner, Alfredo Benitez

 Veterans 
help 

needy

All-Star Revolution 
donates toys once again

Edgar Ruiz, owner of All-Star Revolution gym on 
the Gulf Freeway, makes his annual donation of 
toys to the Leader Christmas program.  
  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Preparing for Christmas

Alexis Lochner, Kimberly Flickinger and Sandy Robb work diligently sort-
ing the generous contributions of toys donated by the community to the 
Leader toy drive. Photo by Marie Flickinger

BHI donates to Leader toy, food drive

Beverly Hills Intermediate recently donated to the 
South Belt Leader’s annual Christmas program. Pic-
tured are, left to right, (front row) Ana Gracia, Angela 
Nguyen, (second row) Izabella Klunk, Natalie Ganda-
ra, Jasmine Pham, Julie Pham, Itzel Arango, Holly Vu, 

Lynda Grantham, (third row) Amber Terrell, Jazmin 
Piña, Iasis Carrington, Sophia Marin, Kimberly Chew, 
Perla Zuniga (hat with ears), Marcely Tsikis, Trinh 
Nguyen, (back row) Leilani Vargas, Bailie Ankenbruck 
and Sami Yu. Photo by Davy Flickinger

Left to right, Daniel Rod- 
riguez of American Le-
gion Post 490 and Rene 
Guerrero, commander of 
VFW Post 5619, deliver 
lots of toys and Christ-
mas dinners to the South 
Belt Leader’s Christmas 
program.

Photo by 
Marie Flickinger



San Jac soccer players recognized after stellar 2013

Key San Jacinto College men’s soccer players were 
honored by both the National Junior College Athletic 
Association and the National Soccer Coaches Associ-
ation of America after the team fi nished third in the 
nation this season with a 20-2 record. Those awarded 
included sophomore forward/midfi elder Jose “Sito” 
Seoane, NJCAA fi rst team All-American Team, na-
tional tournament all-tournament team, All-Region 
XIV fi rst team, NSCAA fi rst team All-American, 
All-South Region fi rst team and team Most Valu-
able Player. Sophomore defender Ezequiel Amestoy 
was also named to the NJCAA national tournament 
all-tournament team and the NSCAA All-South Re-
gion second team. Amestoy had four goals and one 
assist for nine points. Sophomore midfi elder Pablo 
Vazquez received NSCAA fi rst team All-American 
and All-South Region fi rst team honors and ended 

the season with 11 goals and 13 assists for 35 points. 
Freshman forward O’Neal Moore was named to the 
NSCAA All-South Region second team and fi nished 
with 17 goals and four assists for 38 points. Freshman 
forward/midfi elder Joao Monteiro picked up NJCAA 
All-Region XIV second team honors and completed 
the season with nine goals and 14 assists for 32 points. 
Sophomore goalkeeper Michael Rich was named to 
the NJCAA All-Region fi rst team with 68 saves and 
fi ve shutouts for the season, and freshman defender 
Call Casarez was named SJC’s Newcomer of the Year 
and fi nished six goals for 12 points. From left to right,  
(front row) Seoane, Monteiro, Vazquez, Moore, (back 
row) Rich, Amestoy, Casarez, and San Jacinto Col-
lege soccer head coach Ian Spooner gathered after the 
season.                              

Photo by Andrea Vasquez
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

281-484-KWIK281-484-KWIK(5945)(5945)
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm  Sun 9am-5pm

FREE
Full Service

Car Wash

With Full
Service

Oil 
Change

$12 Value!

Car Wash
Club

Unlimited
Washes for 
30 Days

(Ocean Wash 
Package)

Includes vacuum  
& wash

3999
 per vehicle

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
One of the Following

Package Wash!
Choose From:
•Ocean Breeze reg $16.99
•Blue Ocean    reg $21.99
•Ocean Signature reg $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, 

SUVs & Limos
Expires 1/30/14

Not valid with any other offer

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

Not valid with any other offer

www.kwikkaronline.com            www.kwikkaronline.com            oceancarwashtx.comoceancarwashtx.com

Kwik KarKwik Kar®Kwik Kar®

DIXIE DELI
DAILY SPECIAL

$4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Call Us For Holiday Parties!
Party Trays - We CaterParty Trays - We Cater

364A FM 1959 
(between I-45 & Hwy 3)

281-484-3083

HHOURS:OURS:
10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

NICK SIMON IS PROUD NICK SIMON IS PROUD 
TO ANNOUNCE THE TO ANNOUNCE THE 

OPENING OF A OPENING OF A 
LOCAL OFFICE LOCAL OFFICE 

IN THE IN THE 
SOUTH BELT!SOUTH BELT!

11550 Fuqua, Suite 36011550 Fuqua, Suite 360
In the Chase building on FuquaIn the Chase building on Fuqua

281-667-4081281-667-4081
nsimon@simonlaw-Texas.comnsimon@simonlaw-Texas.com

Auto AccidentsAuto Accidents
Personal InjuryPersonal Injury
Workers CompWorkers Comp
Refi nery / Off shoreRefi nery / Off shore
DWIDWI
CriminalCriminal

USA KARATE
11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY 

(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

Karate for
the Whole 

Family!
Four Lessons 
& Uniform 
Only $25

Call USA KARATE
for details

USA KARATE

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
FREE Mini BuffetFREE Mini Buffet 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

$5 OFF$5 OFF
Buy one Entree at regular 
price and get $5.00 off 

second entree
Sat. - Thur. only not valid with any 
other offer or discount. Limit 1 per 
table. Dine in Only after 4 p.m. Not 

valid with Lunch Specials.
Expires 1-16-13

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Catering • Daily Specials

Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials
from $4.99from $4.99

Open New Years eve and New Years day.

South Belt South Belt ((12933 Gulf Freeway)12933 Gulf Freeway)  281-484-6888281-484-6888
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JFD’s Tisby top 22-5A football newcomer
At right, the Dobie High 
School varsity football 
program should pos-
sess a solid defense once 
again in 2014 thanks to 
the return of several key 
performers, including 
junior-to-be Chandler 
Tisby (90). Wreaking 
havoc throughout the 
season from his defen-
sive tackle spot, Tisby 
earned the vote as Dis-
trict 22-5A’s Newcom-
er of the Year following 
the 2013 season. Several 
of Tisby’s teammates 
earned fi rst-team hon-
ors as selected by the 
league’s coaches. The re-
mainder of the all-22-5A 
selections will appear in 
the January 9, 2014, is-
sue of the Leader.
Photo by David Flickinger

Clear Brook varsity boys’ basketball head coach Christian Thompson (left) will 
be drawing up plenty of play for Wolverines’ guard Adam Belhaj (15) and his 
teammates during the Alvin Lions Holiday Classic in Alvin Dec. 26-28.

Holiday basketball tourneys
up next for local programs

The primary focus is 
on district play for varsity 
boys’ and girls’ basketball 
teams, but that doesn’t 
mean there isn’t time for a 
little bit of holiday tourna-
ment action.
 While taking a break 
from league play for a 
moment, many programs 
across the region will 
compete in a variety of 
tournament settings for 
the holidays. The respec-
tive teams from Dobie and 
Clear Brook are no differ-
ent.
 The Dobie and Clear 

Brook varsity boys’ teams 
will be part of the presti-
gious fi eld at the 2014 Alvin 
Lions Holiday Classic, to be 
played at several schools in 
the Alvin area Dec. 26-28.
 Dobie, in the midst of a 
youth movement with sev-
eral juniors and sophomores 
seeing signifi cant playing 
time, has won two games to 
this point in the season.
 Clear Brook, which 
owns a win over Dobie this 
season, will take on Clear 
Springs in its District 24-5A 
opener Dec. 20 just prior to 
the start of the Alvin tourna-

ment.
 The Dobie varsity 
girls’ basketball team is 
once again headed to the 
Barbers Hill tournament 
(Dec. 27-28), where the 
Lady Longhorns have en-
joyed a good amount of 
success in recent years.
 Head coach Garrett 
Hilton will take his Clear 
Brook varsity girls’ bas-
ketball team to the Wil-
lis ISD tournament, also 
Dec. 27-28. 
 The Lady Wolverines 
are 11-6 overall to this 
point in the season.

CLEAR BROOK REALTORS

Eli Tanksley
Broker/Owner
281-450-3305

Clear Brook Promises to Provide Professional, 
Ethical & Informed Services to Our New & Existing Clients

– We Have The Answer To Your Real Estate Needs –

FULL SERVICE
Real Estate
Insurance

“FULL SERVICE Makes Your Investment EASIER”
11555 Beamer Rd., Ste. 100 

Houston, TX 77089

NO ROOM!!
    Terrible words spoken to the Son of God.
    This was my job in the Sagemont Church Christmas Program.
    Thank God it is now not true.  There is room in my inn and in 
    my heart for Jesus.

May you fi nd room in your heart this 
Christmas and for eternity. Merry Christmas!

Many special moments in 2013 area sports year
 The victories were as 
sweet as ever and even 
some of the defeats provid-
ed for moments of growth 
and learning as the 2013 
athletics year in the South 
Belt area unfolded.
 Just what was the most 
memorable moment for the 
teams, their players, coach-
es and fans?
 Could it have been the 
Dobie varsity boys’ soccer 
team’s run to the Region III 
fi nal four tournament?
 Was it the Clear Brook 
varsity boys’ basketball 
team’s District 24-5A 
championship and subse-
quent two playoff victories?
 What about the men’s 
soccer team at San Jacinto 
College’s South campus.  
 That bunch was ranked 
as high as second in the 
nation before reaching the 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association’s Di-

vision I national champion-
ship tournament. There, the 
team reached the national 
semifi nals for just the third 
time in program history.
 And then there was the 
Ellington Rams’ junior di-
vision youth football team. 
That group won a pair of 
playoff games to reach the 
Bay Area Football League’s 
Super Bowl round in Texas 
City before losing.
 Don’t forget about some 
of the area’s top individual 
perfomances, either.
 Dobie High School ju-
nior Ben Arnett continued 
to build his legacy as the 
Longhorns’ greatest-ever 
golfer.
 Winning the District 22-
5A and Region III champi-
onship tournaments, Arnett 
made his way to the state 
tournament, eventually 
placing fi fth in the tourna-
ment. 

 A University of Houston 
signee, Arnett is set to em-
bark on his senior season 
next month and beyond as 
he aims to add a state cham-
pionship to his resume.
 There were also plenty 
of former local high school 
stars who stood out on the 
collegiate level in 2013.
 Whatever your favorite 
moment was this year, there 
was something special for 
everyone.
 This week, the Leader 
looks back on the fi rst half 
of 2013 and some of the 
highlights.There will be a 
bit of a break as the news-
paper staff goes on hiatus 
for the holidays. 
 Following the break, 
the Leader returns Jan. 9, 
2014, with a look back at 
the second half of the year 
in sports – 2013.
 From the staff to all of 
you, here’s to a memorable 
holiday season and a won-
derful start to 2014!
See more on Pages 2B/3B

At right, Dobie varsi-
ty boys’ soccer play-
er Gerardo Martinez 
pursues the ball during 
the Longhorns’ Region 
III quarterfi nal game 
against North Shore. 
The locals won that 
game to reach the semi-
fi nal round before a loss 
to Alief Elsik. Martinez 
graduated in May, 2013 
and played this fall with 
the San Jacinto College 
men’s team that made 
its way to nationals.

Photo by Gary Williams
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 Football. Track and fi eld. 
Volleyball. Basketball. Ten-
nis. Golf. Softball. Base-
ball. Soccer.
 No matter the sport, there 
were plenty of highlight 
moments in the South Belt 
area during 2013. As the 
year comes to a close, the 
Leader takes a look back at 
some of the moments.

January
 As 2013 began, there 
was plenty of excitement in 
the air as the respective high 
school and intermediate 
school hoops races contin-
ued. 
 What’s more, the high 

school soccer season kicked 
off in early January.
 The Clear Brook boys’ 
soccer program honored 
one of its former stars, re-
tiring the jersey of Cyprian 
Hedrick, a 2007 graduate. 
 Hedrick, who later 
played collegiately at San 
Jacinto College and Coastal 
Carolina, briefl y joined the 
Sporting Kansas City MLS 
program before a lower leg 
injury set him back.
 For the 2013 season, 
Clear Brook’s Keiran Cup-
ples wore Hedrick’s fa-
mous No. 12, and now the 
number will not be worn 
again. 
 The Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District 
revealed its 2013 class 
for the athletics hall of 
fame.  
 Headlining the list was 
former Dobie High School 
cross-country and track 
and fi eld head coach John 
Bryan, who led the Long-
horns to the 1980 state 
cross-country champion-
ship and then the 1981 state 
track and fi eld title.
 Guwain Guy, the star ath-
lete on both of those teams 
for Dobie, was also induct-
ed. Guy was the state’s 

cross-country champion 
in 1980 and also won gold 
medals at both the 1980 and 
1981 state track and fi eld 
meets.
 The other inductees 
for 2013 included Mickey 
Spencer, Randall Kerbow, 
Bob Allen, Fritz Connally, 
Jimmy Johnson and Aman-
da Buffalo.
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
soccer team got off to a 
splendid start to the season, 
dominating the competition 
at the Pearland/Friends-
wood tournament.
 Scoring 11 goals and al-
lowing none, the Longhorns 

opened the season with a 
4-0 record to claim top hon-
ors at the tournament for the 
second straight season.
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
basketball team, 2-2 to 
begin the District 22-5A 
schedule, pulled away along 
with the leaders with a pair 
of wins over Pasadena and 
Sam Rayburn to move to 
4-2. However, a loss to 
South Houston muddled the 
picture for the Longhorns as 
the fi rst half of league play 
concluded.
 The Clear Brook varsi-
ty girls’ team continued its 
strong play in 24-5A action, 
edging Clear Creek to move 
to 4-2 with the fi rst half of 
league play complete.
 Meanwhile, the Wolver-
ines’ varsity team began to 
assert its will in the 24-5A 
boys’ standings, grabbing 
the lead in the division at 
6-1 after a strong run of 
winning games.
 The Brook varsity boys’ 
soccer team, which lost 
each of its three games at 
the Klein tournament, got 
back on track with a 3-2 
victory over C.E. King.
 The Dobie varsity girls’ 
team opened its season 
impressively, going 4-1 

through fi ve games while 
advancing to the title match 
at the Port Neches-Groves 
tournament.
 A pair of Clear Brook 
softball players, Alexa Anz-
aldua (Paris Junior College) 
and Taylor Nickell (Alvin 
Community College) de-
cided on their collegiate fu-
tures.
 Later in the month, Do-
bie’s varsity boys’ basket-
ball team dropped three 
straight games in 22-5A 
play, sagging to 4-6 over-
all with just four remaining 
games. 
 Meanwhile, Clear Falls’ 

varsity boys’ basketball 
team trimmed Clear Brook 
in a huge game, forcing a tie 
at the top of the standings.
 A pair of local high 
school baseball players, 
Clear Brook’s Oscar Kutch 
and Dobie’s Jose Reyes, 
signed letters of intent to 
play collegiately.
 Kutch, a pitcher, signed 
with Tufts University and 
will play his freshman sea-
son beginning this January. 
The same goes for Reyes, 
who is now at Blinn College 
in Brenham.

February
 Chase Mullen had 23 
points as the Brook varsi-
ty boys’ basketball team 
rebounded from a loss to 
Clear Falls with a 69-44 
thrashing of Clear Creek at 
home. 
 The team later closed 
out Brazoswood to fi nish 
at 10-2 claiming the 24-
5A championship in the 
fi rst season for head coach 
Christian Thompson.
 The Wolverines created a 
ton of excitement after beat-
ing Kempner in the bidis-
trict round and then took 
out Beaumont West Brook 
at the area level.
 Unfortunately in the 

regional quarterfi nal play-
offs, Clear Brook drew Fort 
Bend Travis.
 That Travis team, fea-
turing current University of 
Kentucky freshmen stand-
outs Aaron and Andrew 
Harrison, hammered the 
Wolverines to end the sea-
son for the locals.
 Dobie’s varsity boys’ 
basketball team closed out 
the regular season strong 
but then lost a playoff play-
in game to South Houston, 
therefore missing out on the 
postseason.
 Shelly Bollin offi cially 
began her “new” career as 
the varsity softball coach at 
Clear Brook. 
 It was Bollin’s fi rst time 
on a high school game fi eld 
as a coach since she won the 
Class 5A state title in 2000 
at Brazoswood.
 Unfortunately, the sea-
son did not start well for 
Clear Brook or Dobie. 
 The Lady Wolverines 
were no-hit by Pearland’s 
Samantha Show in the 
opener, and Dobie lost 2-1 
against Kingwood on open-
ing night.
 The early portion of the 
season only got tougher as 
Clear Brook also lost to 
Deer Park, while Dobie fell 
at Brazoswood.
 The Thompson Inter-
mediate eighth-grade boys’ 
basketball teams swept both 
bracket championships in 
Pasadena ISD tournament 
play. 
  A 53-37 loss to Hightow-
er ended the season for the 
Clear Brook varsity girls’ 
basketball team, which had 
entered the playoffs as the 
No. 3 seed out of District 
24-5A.
 Longtime South Belt 
area resident Keith Whitely 
Jr. signed a letter of intent to 
play football at the Univer-
sity of Nevada-Las Vegas.
 Whitely attended 
Thompson Intermediate 
through the eighth-grade 
before tranferring to La 
Porte High School, where 
his father, Keith White-
ly Sr., is a varsity running 
backs coach.
 In the midst of a terrif-
ic season, the Dobie girls’ 
200-yard freestyle relay 
team set a school record at 
the District 22-5A meet en 
route to making regionals. 
That relay team was made 
up of Emily Wolfe, Taylor 
Nguyen, Vanessa Gonzalez 
and Summer Naser.
 Also at the 22-5A meet, 
the Dobie boys’ 200-yard 
freestyle relay team set a 
new school standard. That 
foursome included Tin 
Nguyen, Michael Hender-
son, Kevin Nguyen and 
Ivan Macias.
 As February came to a 
close, several varsity soc-
cer teams continued to play 
well. The Dobie boys’ were 
in fi rst place after a 6-0 
start, and the Lady Long-
horns’ team ran off a series 
of wins after an upset loss 
against Memorial. 
 The Clear Brook varsity 
boys’ team, which got out 
of the gates slowly, sudden-
ly began to pile up the wins 
in District 24-5A play. Just 
past the midway point in 
the season, the Wolverines 
stood at 5-0-2.

March
 The Dobie varsity base-
ball team opened the 2013 
season at frigid Friends-
wood High School. Playing 
in extremely cold and windy 
conditions, the Longhorns 
lost 4-1.
 The team’s struggles 
continued at the Humble 
tournament with a pair of 
ties and a 16-5 loss. In all 
three games, the Longhorns 
held early leads before fall-
ing.
 Dobie junior basketball 
player Daryl Edwards was 
the Longhorns’ lone play-
er on the 22-5A all-district 
fi rst team after leading the 
team in scoring.
 By Easter, however, Ed-
wards had left Dobie and 
headed for Pearland. At last 
notice, Edwards was be-
lieved to be residing in Cali-
fornia during this, his senior 
school year.
 Three Dobie High School 
varsity football players 
signed with the Universi-
ty of Mary Hardin-Baylor, 
where they were to continue 
their education while play-
ing for the Crusaders. Those 
players included Jordin 
Harrison, Jonathan Jones 
and Dwight Tucker. 
 The Crusaders went 13-1 
this past season, with Har-
rison registering nine total 
tackles at defensive tackle. 
 Also, Dobie varsity base-
ball player Tyler Wolfe, a 
pitcher, signed with Rich-
land College, where he is 

set to begin his freshman 
season in January.
 Desiree Scott, a freshman 
track and fi eld athlete at 
Houston Baptist University, 
made a name for herself in 
the Huskies’ program after a 
standout performance at the 
Great Western Conference 
Championships on the HBU 
campus. 
 Scott, a 2012 Clear 
Brook High School grad-
uate, set a personal best 
time of 8.93 seconds while 
winning a gold medal in the 
event. 
 Also during the meet, 
Scott competed in the 
women’s pentathlon, which 
encompasses fi ve differ-
ent events including the 
800-meter run (2 minutes, 
42.94 seconds), 60-meter 
hurdles (9.04), high jump 
(4 feet, 8 3/4 inches), long 
jump (17-0 3/4) and the shot 
put (7.90 meters).   
 Finishing fi fth overall in 
the conference, Scott tallied 
3,004 points to set an HBU 
record in the event. The 
HBU men’s and women’s 
teams went on to win con-
ference titles.
 Katie Lee, getting her 
chance to make a big differ-
ence this season, continued 
her solid season as the Lady 
Longhorns stayed unbeaten 
in league play with a 9-1 
beating of Memorial March 
5 at the Pasadena ISD com-
plex.
 Lee doubled and drove in 
three runs and also pitched 
the fi rst four innings for the 
win to help Dobie move to 
2-0 early on in league play.
 Former longtime South 
Belt area resident Felicia 
Coleman enjoyed a re-
cord-breaking day on the 
track as she and her Central 
College (Pella, Iowa) team-
mates competed in the Iowa 
College Championships in 
Dubuque, Iowa. 
 Coleman, one of the all-
time greats for the Dutch, 
was the winner of both the 
55-meter and 200-meter 
events at the big meet.  
 Her time of 7.17 seconds 
in the 55-meter dash was a 
gold-medal effort. At the 
200-meter distance, Cole-
man set an Iowa Conference 
record at 24.92 while also 
lowering her own Central 
College record. 
 She led the Dutch to sec-
ond-place fi nishes in both 
the 4x400- and 4x200-me-
ter relays. 
 By days’ end, Coleman 
was named Outstanding 
Women’s Track Events Ath-
lete of the Meet. Her perfor-
mance also landed her the 
Iowa Conference Female 
Athlete of the Week distinc-
tion for the second time this 
indoor season. 
 Coleman attended both 
Thompson Intermediate 
and Dobie High School 
before electing to continue 
her education and track and 
fi eld career at Central Col-
lege.  
 At season’s end, Cole-
man was named an 
All-American.
 Atkinson Elementary 
physical education depart-
ment instructors honored 
the school’s third- and 
fourth-grade level winners, 
who later represented the 
Eagles at the Pasadena In-
dependent School District’s 
Big Shootout event at Phil-
lips Field House. 
 The Atkinson winners 
were Nicholas Covarrubias 
(fourth grade), Riani Benton 
(third grade), Jorden Wyche 
(third grade) and Lizbeth 
Pineda (fourth grade). 
 The contest included two 
areas of skill – shooting 
from numbered hot spots 
for one minute and also the 
dribble, weave and pass sec-
tion, which is tested against 
a running clock.
 Bouncing back from a 
slow nondistrict start, the 
Dobie varsity baseball team 
began 22-5A play well, 
run-ruling South Houston 
in the opener.
 Travarus Ansley tossed a 
fi ve-inning shutout and also 
helped out with his big bat 
in the win.
 The Clear Brook High 
School varsity boys’ basket-
ball team earned its share 
of honors after winning the 
District 24-5A title this sea-
son, the program’s second 
straight. 
 Clear Brook varsity boys’ 
basketball coach Christian 
Thompson was named the 
Coach of the Year in the 
district for his work, which 
included two playoff wins. 
 Senior forward Davon 
West was named the De-
fensive Player of the Year 
after anchoring a Wolverine 
squad that successfully uti-
lized full court pressure de-
fense to create opportunities 

on the offensive end. 
 West, a two-year starter, 
also had several of his team-
mates selected as the 24-5A 
coaches revealed the all-dis-
trict picks. 
 Dobie graduate Amanda 
Nguyen, now a junior on 
the Army Black Knights’ 
softball team, was named 
the Player of the Week in 
the Patriot League (Feb. 
25 through March 3) after 
leading her team in several 
offensive categories during 
the span. 
 In four games at the Nor-
folk State University Spar-
tan Classic, Nguyen went 
nine for 14 at the plate with 
six runs scored and six sto-
len bases. 
 The Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate Lady Bears’ Na-
talie Zaragoza wrapped up a 
fi ne season with the eighth-
grade team as she was the 
team’s top fi nisher for the 
third time in three meets. 
 Dobie junior Alyssa Wil-
liams came to the rescue in 
the fi nal minute, scoring a 
goal that lifted the Dobie 
varsity girls’ soccer team to 
a win over Pearland.
 With the win, Dobie 
gained a share of the 22-5A 
crown. It was Dobie’s fi rst 
league title since the 1994-
95 season.
 Despite a late-season 
loss to Sam Rayburn, the 
Dobie varsity boys’ team 
earned the 22-5A title with 
an 11-1-2 record.
 After fl irting with fi rst 
place, the Clear Brook var-

Dobie senior left-handed pitcher and outfi elder Travarus Ansley simply performed 
better and better as the 2013 season progressed. He was the team’s top starting 
pitcher and also hit three home runs in a game against Sam Rayburn. He is current-
ly a senior for the Longhorns heading into the 2014 season.

Dobie High School varsity tennis player Phillip Nguyen, shown here warming up 
prior to the start of the District 22-5A spring championships, made his way to the 
mixed doubles championship and a berth in the Region III tournament along with 
Osaka Heng. 

Clear Brook varsity softball players Taylor Nickell 
(left) and Laura Napoli played big roles as the Lady 
Wolverines enjoyed a fi ne 2013 season under fi rst-year 

head coach Shelly Bollin. Nickell is now playing at Al-
vin Community College. Napoli is a senior, fourth-year 
starting pitcher for the Lady Wolverines.

Clear Brook junior guard Jovan Yancy (22) guards 
Fort Bend Travis superstar Aaron Harrison (2) during 
a regional quarterfi nal playoff game last season. Yancy 
and the Wolverines won the District 24-5A champion-

ship and then advanced with two playoff wins before 
meeiing Travis. In the game, Harrison and his team-
mates dominated the action and eventually won the 
Region III title.

sity boys’ team eventually 
settled for third place.
 In the fi rst round of the 
playoffs, Dobie met La 
Porte and gained an easy 
win, while Clear Brook de-
feated Fort Bend Austin.
 In the area round, Do-
bie went on to defeat Clear 
Brook, advancing to the re-
gional quarterfi nal round.

April
 Dobie High School’s 
varsity girls’ golf team cel-
ebrated a third-place fi nish 
at the District 22-5A tour-
nament at Evergreen Pointe 
Golf Club in Baytown, the 
fi rst time in more than a 
decade that the program 
presented a full team for the 
season. 
 The Lady Longhorns 
included Autumn LeFever, 
Jackie Vasquez, Cecilia 
Cardenas, Cassidy Peng 
and Cera Alvarado and was 
coached by Chris Fergu-
son 
 Vasquez fi nished the dis-
trict tournament as the run-
ner-up overall medalist and 
later represented Dobie at 
the Region III tournament 
at Eagle Pointe Golf Club 
in Baytown.
 For the second straight 
season, a 1-0 loss in the fi rst 
round of the playoffs ended 
the season for the Dobie 
varsity girls’ soccer pro-
gram.
 Beaumont West Brook, 
the No. 4 seed out of Dis-
trict 21-5A, defeated the 
Lady Longhorns at Stall-
worth Stadium in Baytown.

 Dobie, which captured 
a share of a district title for 
the fi rst time since the 1994-
95 campaign, had to work 
extra hard against Pearland 
to gain the top playoff seed 
in 22-5A.
 In the end, that stress 
may have cost the locals. 
Pearland and Dobie en-
gaged in a pair of physical 
battles just prior to the start 
of the playoffs.
 Dobie junior golfer Ben 
Arnett won his fi rst District 
22-5A postseason tourna-
ment title, grabbing top 
medalist honors at Ever-
green Pointe Golf Club in 
Baytown.
 Arnett fi red a 73 over 
the fi rst 18 holes to lead the 
way and then closed with a 
second-day 68 for a (-3) to-
tal of 141.
 Star strikers Carlos 
Ibarra and Jonathan Palms 
scored second-half goals, 
and the defense produced 
its third straight playoff 
shutout as the Longhorns 
ousted North Shore 2-0 in 
the regional quarterfi nals at 
Deer Park’s Abshier Stadi-
um.
 The Longhorns advanced  
to the Region III semifi nals 
against Alief Elsik before 
losing 3-1.
 Former Dobie High 
School varsity girls’ soft-
ball star Shannon O’Connor 
continued to make head-
lines in 2013.
 A freshman pitcher at 
Blinn College in Brenham, 
O’Connor entered the pro-

gram’s record books af-
ter striking out 16 batters 
during a Region XIV game 
against Coastal Bend.
 The 16 strikeouts in a 
single game tied the school 
record, established by Alis 
Shafer in 2007.
 O’Connor was a starting 
pitcher for parts of four var-
sity seasons at Dobie. She 
fi nished her season at Blinn 
College and now plays at 
Houston Baptist University, 
where she is a sophomore.
 Gov. Rick Perry appoint-
ed Cathy Supak, ATC, LAT 
of the CHRISTUS St. John 
Hospital Sports Medicine 
Center, to the Advisory 
Board of Athletic Trainers.  
 Supak, a board-certifi ed 
and licensed athletic trainer, 
is the primary athletic train-
er for Clear Brook High 
School’s female athletes. 
 The Advisory Board of 
Athletic Trainers is a Texas 
state board that serves as the 
licensing and regulatory au-
thority of athletic trainers in 
Texas. 
 Dobie boys’ singles play-
er Ruben Vargas excelled at 
the District 22-5A varsity 
tennis championships at 
the Strawberry Park Tennis 
Center in Pasadena. 
 Vargas made a big splash 
by winning the boys’ sin-
gles bracket. Overall, the 
Longhorns had their way 
for the most part, winning 
championships in three di-
visions and reaching the fi -
nals in another. 

Continued on Page 3B

2013 in South Belt sports – oh, how special it was
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-
487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.

7 p.m.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for family and 
friends of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday at 7 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, 
Room 215. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends and 
family members of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday at 7 p.m. 
at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Room 212. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings 
are held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and 
Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 
2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-
487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous – The 
ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club 
in Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step 
program of hope, healing and recovery for people who grew up 
in alcoholic or dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 
281-286-1431.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides 
support for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m.  in Room 215 at the First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-

487-8787, or just drop in.
6:30 p.m.

Bay Area Genealogical Society – Meets the last Friday of each 
month at University Baptist Church, 16106 Middlebrook Drive in 
Clear Lake. Coffee and socializing is at 6:30 and the meeting begins 
at 7 p.m. For more information, visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – “Breakfast with Bill” each Saturday 
at 7:30 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons 
whose lives are affected by someone who is addicted. Each 
Saturday morning at 11 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference Room 
#111. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the Westminster 
Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. 
Refreshments provided. For more information, contact Gina 
Sherman at 281-554-5675 or visit www.frontiersquares.com.

7:30 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – Saturdays 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Open discussion. Memorial Hermann 
Prevention and Recovery PARC, 2245 N. Main St., Suite 2, 
Pearland 77581. (Located on Hwy 35, just north of Broadway). 
The group’s primary purpose is to abstain from compulsive over-
eating and to carry the message of recovery to those who still 
suffer. Call 713 865-1611 for information, or just drop in.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved 
one. Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist Church 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more information, call 
281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program meets 
every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel of the 
Educational Building at Life Church in Houston at 9900 Almeda 
Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for more information or to RSVP for 

child care.
6:30 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – For persons who are try-
ing to overcome drug addiction. Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Candlelight Meeting Sunday at 7 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787, or 
just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 
Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30
9 a.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation 
Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hap-
sonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays 10 to 11 a.m. Literature Study. 
In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer 
Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409 
454-5720 for information, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East 
P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of 
church. Call 409 454-5720 for information, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at IHOP at 11222 
Fuqua at 6 p.m. Come and improve crossword game playing 
skills. Call 281-488-2923 for more information.

7 p.m.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every 
Monday from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a 
spouse or other loved one are invited to participate. For infor-
mation, call Betty Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 
281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-
487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

1 p.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include 
dioramas, an old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s 
office. Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 5 p.m. 204 S. Main, 
Pasadena. For information, call 713-472-0565.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Tuesdays and Sundays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 
Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1
NEW YEAR’S DAY

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-
487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – The Southeast Houston 
group meets the first and third Wednesday of each month. The 
group offers support and coping skills in a non-threatening envi-
ronment to adult individuals who have lost a loved one to suicide. 
For information on registration or to obtain a physical address 
for a location, call 713-533-4500 or visit www.crisishotline.org.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday 
at 7 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference Room. Call 281-
487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.

Continued on Page 4B

San Jacinto basketball duo nets scholarships

San Jacinto College men’s basketball player Carrington Ward 
(seated, left) will continue his education and men’s basketball 
career at the University of North Texas in Denton after signing a 
letter of intent with the Mean Green. Those with Carrington at 
the signing included, left to right, (seated) San Jacinto College 
men’s basketball head coach Scott R. Gernander, (standing) SJC 

assistant coaches Jeff Mailhot and Albert Talley. The 6-foot-2-
inch guard from Philadelphia’s Electrical & Technology Charter 
High School, is second on the team in scoring and assists with a 
17.4 points-per-game average and 46 total assists. He has also 
hauled in 3.4 rebounds per game.

Gary Akbar (seated, left), a sophomore with the San Jacinto Col-
lege men’s basketball team, has signed a letter of intent to contin-
ue his education and playing career at Kent State University In 
Kent, Ohio. Those with him at the signing included, left to right, 
(seated) SJC men’s basketball head coach Scott R. Gernander, 
(standing) SJC assistant coaches Jeff Mailhot and Albert Talley. 

Akbar, a 6-foot-5-inch guard from Dayton, Ohio’s Dunbar High 
School, will play next year in his home state in the Mid-Amer-
ican Conference for the Gold Flashes. Fully recovered from an 
early ankle injury, Akbar has played in six of San Jacinto Col-
lege’s 12 games this season, averaging 7 points and 2.8 rebounds 
per game. He’s averaged 15 points in the last two games.

THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll save 

money!
sell...
you’ll 
make 

money!

Call 
Today
281-

481-5656

      THINK
 MONEY

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

End of Hurricane 
Season Prices!

281-481-9683

2013 year in South Belt area sports – what great memories were created!
Continued from Page 2B
 Dobie sent a large con-
tingent of players to the Re-
gion III tournament.
 Going against tough 
competition at regionals, 

none of the Dobie play-
ers advanced to the second 
round.
 The Dobie varsity soft-
ball team endured a tough 
season by its standards, 

fi nishing fourth in the 22-
5A standings before losing 
a one-game playoff to Deer 
Park in the bidistrict round.
 Dobie freshman speed-
ster Justice Henderson had 

a terrifi c track and fi eld sea-
son, qualifying for four dif-
ferent events at the Region 
III meet.
 Henderson claimed a 22-
5A championship along the 

way in one individual event, 
winning the long jump with 
a leap of 17 feet, 9 1/2 inch-
es.
 The Dobie varsity base-
ball team qualifi ed in the 

No. 4 spot following the 
22-5A season and faced 21-
5A champion Deer Park in 
the fi rst round, losing to the 
Deer to end the season.
 The Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate eighth-grade boys’ 
track and fi eld team closed 
out the season by winning 
the Pasadena ISD champi-
onship meet at Auxiliary 
Stadium.
 The Lutheran South 
Academy varsity girls’ and 
boys’ golf teams advanced 
to the Texas Association 
of Private and Parochial 
Schools state golf tourna-
ment after successful play 
at the regional tournament. 
 The Lady Pioneers fi n-
ished second out of eight 
teams with a cumulative 
score of 391. Junior Rebec-
ca Hart led the way with an 
18-hole  score of 87, plac-
ing third overall.  
 The varsity boys’ team 
fi nished fourth among eight 
teams with a team score of 
336.  
 Freshman Pryce Be-
shoory was the Pioneers’ 
leader with a 75, taking sec-
ond overall. 
 LSA’s girls’ players were 
Gigi Hawley, Amanda 
Vaughn, Hart, Sabryna 
Salazar and Mackenzie 
Ditta. The boys’ players 
included Sam McWhorter, 
Walker Toomes, Beshoory, 
Sam Anton and Nathan 
Teague.
 A fi nal round 70 was 
good enough to earn Dobie 
junior golfer Ben Arnett an 
eighth-place tie at the Class 
5A varsity boys’ golf tour-
nament in Austin. He had 
shot a 72 in the opening 
round.
 The track and fi eld sea-
son will continue for a pair 
of Clear Brook High School 
athletes who have qualifi ed 
for the state meet in Austin.
 Sophomore girls’ hurdler 
Raygen Smith was joined 
by senior shot putter Julian 
Gay at the state meet, at 
Mike A. Myers Stadium on 
the campus of the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin.
 Smith punched her ticket 
for the state meet by win-
ning the Region III 300-me-
ter hurdling crown in a time 
of 42.51 seconds. 
 Smith also made her 
way to the fi nal race in the 
100-meter hurdles at region-
als. There, Smith clocked 
in at 14.39 for fourth place 
overall.
 Gay, a regional qualifi er 
a season ago, reached the 
state tournament in his fi nal 
chance at it.
 In the boys’ shot put, 
Gay’s best throw of 54 feet, 
4 inches was second in the 
event, allowing for his ad-
vancement to state. Deer 
Park’s Cameron Cornelius 
was the winner with a heave 
of 58’0”.
 At state, Smith won 
a bronze medal in the 
300-meter hurdles, and Gay 
was seventh in his event.
 Clear Brook’s varsity 
softball team defeated Fort 
Bend Austin 4-0 in the 
bidistrict playoff round be-
fore losing to Manvel to end 
the season.
 The Lutheran South 
Academy varsity girls’ track 
and fi eld team won the fi rst-
ever girls’ regional crown, 
dominating the Texas As-
sociation of Private and 
Parochial Schools Class 4A 
South Regional meet. 
 The Pioneers outscored 

16 other schools, includ-
ing host Awty Internation-
al. Those headed to the meet 
included assistant coach 
Rachelle Robbins, Barbara 
Newsom, Claire Parker, Jas-
min Freeborn, Tara Everett, 
Morgan Parker, Elizabeth 
Hart, Jacqueline Maher, 
Abigail Hancock, Emily 
Dedmon, Elizabeth Andress 
and head coach Gene Ben-
son. The team then fi nished 
second at the state meet.
 Dobie boys’ soccer 
player Jonathan Palma was 

named the 22-5A Most 
Valuable Player for the sec-
ond straight season after 
leading his team to the Re-
gion III semifi nals.
 Lady Longhorns’ sweep-
er Mariah Escobar was the 
22-5A varsity soccer Most 
Valuable Player after help-
ing the Lady Longhorns 
win the 22-5A champion-
ship.
 Dobie varsity girls’ soc-
cer head coach Bryan Mc-
Donald wound up a fabu-
lous debut season with the 

program as he was named 
the 22-5A Coach of the 
Year.
 Following the season, 
Dobie varsity boys’ soccer 
head coach Jesse Saavedra 
announced his resignation 
in order to take over the 
same role at Pearland High 
School.
 Later, Dobie replaced 
Saavedra with Justo Man-
rique, formerly of Houston 
MacArthur. He is set to de-
but with the Longhorns next 
month.

The Smith twins, Maygen (left) and Raygen, created a buzz at Clear Brook with 
outstanding track and fi eld efforts. Raygen Smith eventually won a bronze medal at 
the state meet in the 300-meter hurdles.

Dobie High School graduate Shannon O’Connor set a strikeout record at Blinn 
College during her freshman season before signing to play next season and beyond 
at Houston Baptist University.
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g No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

Advertise in the 
Leader!

281-481-5656
www.southbeltleader.com

Bar-X Ranch Eagle Lake

Selling 2 lots together
$11,500 ea.  

Call Ann at 

713-269-5262

LOTS 
FOR SALE

LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $22; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

bile accident? The company 
doctor or insurance compa-
ny doctor is not your doctor. 
He works for the  company. 
In Texas you get to choose 
your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free 
consultation - 281-481-1623. 
I WILL WORK for you. I have 
been relieving back and neck 
pain for South Belt families 
for over 30 years. I want to 
be your chiropractor. TF

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: BE PART OF A  
winning team local & dedi-
cated, Baytown & 
Channelview Avg pay over 
200.00 per day, Benefits, 
Many Bonuses! CDL-A, 1 yr 
OTR T/T Exp.,TWIC, X End. 
Req. 1-888-880-5915 1-16

INSTRUCTIONS
$5 TENNIS CLINIC - 
Saturday, January 11 - San 
Jacinto College - 13735 
Beamer Road, 77089 
(Entrance “C”) Ages 6 - 18 

yrs. Contact Edward 
Gonzales at 281-870-3634 
or eddiestennisacademy@
gmail.com to register. 1-9
TUTORING AVAILABLE! All 
ages, many subjects, flexible 
schedule, reasonable rates. 
Tutor holds A.A., B.A., M.A. 
Call or email: 281-309-7375,  
k a r m a @ k a r m a l e n
non.com. TF
              SERVICE
SEWING & ALTERATIONS 
for men, women & home 
fashions. Experienced seam-
stress. Call Karen at 713-
943-7935 TF

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news and 
updates between 
issues!

n

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

STORAGE CONTAINER

 FOR SALE 
24FT X96”X92”

$1,500.00

832-671-0978

1999 Ford Escort Sport
121,000 miles.

Runs good.
$1,000 OBO

832-671-0978

Support 
Leader

 advertisers!

REAL ESTATE

LAWN & GARDEN

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

AADDRRIIAANNSS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS..CCOOMM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 832-768-6292 or or 713-298-9267713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDSWE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Toddler Teacher
CDA Minimum Required 

Experience Required
Email resume to:

earlychildhoodcenter@stlukescatholic.com

NOW 
HIRING!

★  ★ 
★

★  ★ 
★

AUTOMOBILES
1999 FORD ESCORT Sport. 
121,000 miles runs good. 
$1,000 OBO. 832-671-0978  
 TF

COMPUTER
SOUTHBELT - Data-Sys-
tems - Hard Drive Data Re- 
covery - Linux Installation. 
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, 281-
922-4160. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com TF
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
Brand new Windows 7 or 8 
Desktop & Laptop Compu-
ters for sale. Deal with a 
technician, not a salesman. 
Call Harry at 713-991-1355.  
 12-26
         FOUND PETS
FOUND: SCHNAUZER on 
Sagevale around Thanks-
giving. Call to identify. 281-
481-0199 12-26                   
              HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED 
on the job or in an automo-

Ms. Janetʻs Children
 of the Future Childcare and 

Learning Center is
NOW H I R I NG !

#1 - 11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8
281-484-2376281-484-2376

• Experienced Assistant Director
• Experienced Pre-K Teacher 

#2 Scarsdale - 12490 Scarsdale
281-464-2366281-464-2366

• Part Time Teacher for 2-year-olds

#3 League City - 3007 Invincible Dr.
281-538-5310281-538-5310
• Cook • Infant Teacher

• Toddler Teacher • 2 year old Teacher
• Licensed DirectorLicensed Director - for this position onlyonly, 
please apply in person at 12490 Scarsdale.

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY – WILL TRAIN
–– Please Apply in Person ––

Send resume to
bllock@att.net

or FAX to 713-947-0238

HELP
WANTED

• Offi ce accounting
• QuickBooks

Must know QuickBooks, 
POS and Premiere

M-F • 8:30-5:30
B & L Lock & Safe★  ★ 

★

2008 PONTIAC 
GRAND PRIX 

140,000 MILES.
LOOKS GOOD AND 

RUNS GOOD
$3,500 OBO

832-671-0978

COMMERCIAL
MOVING VAN

2005 GMC C7500 
CATERPILLER DIESEL 24FT 

BOX TRUCK.
$10,900 OR BEST OFFER

832-671-0978

South Belt-Ellington 
Leader 

and

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
would like to wish everyone a 

Happy New Year

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 3B

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2 (continued)
6:30 p.m.

Diabetes Support Group – A support group for young adults with diabetes. All 
subjects are open for discussion: new technologies, research advances, fears, 
phobias, dating and other personal matters. Meets the first Thursday of each 
month at 1315 St. Joseph Parkway #1705, Medical Place One. Contact Dan 
Steiner, CDE, at 713-922-9677 for more information.

7 p.m.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for family and friends of alco-
holics and addicts. Thursday at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Room 215. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends and family members of 
alcoholics and addicts. Thursday at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Room 212. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday of each month at Barnes 
and Noble at Bay Area Boulevard and the Gulf Freeway. Newcomers are welcome. 

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous – The ACA group 
meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club in Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, 
in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program of hope, healing and recovery for people 
who grew up in alcoholic or dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 
281-286-1431.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for fam-
ily and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m.  
in Room 215 at the First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – “Breakfast with Bill” each Saturday at 7:30 a.m. 
at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons whose lives are 
affected by someone who is addicted. Each Saturday morning at 11 a.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell 
Conference Room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the Westminster Academy at 670 
E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Refreshments provided. For more informa-
tion, contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-5675 or visit www.frontiersquares.com.

7:30 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – Saturdays 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Open discussion. Memorial Hermann Prevention and Recovery PARC, 2245 N. 
Main St., Suite 2, Pearland 77581. (Located on Hwy 35, just north of Broadway). 
The group’s primary purpose is to abstain from compulsive overeating and to 
carry the message of recovery to those who still suffer. Call 713 865-1611 for 
information, or just drop in.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved one. Meets every 
Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more informa-
tion, call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program meets every Sunday 
evening at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel of the Educational Building at Life Church in 
Houston at 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for more information or to 
RSVP for child care.

6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – For persons who are trying to overcome drug 
addiction. Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Fellowship Hall 4. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Candlelight Meeting Sunday at 7 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
Room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Sundays 
and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-
2481.

MONDAY, JANUARY 6
9 a.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech therapy from 9 
to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., 
Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays 10 to 11 a.m. Literature Study. In His Presence 
Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall 
in back of church. Call 409 454-5720 for information, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter 
through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409 454-5720 for information, or 
just drop in.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at IHOP at 11222 Fuqua at 6 p.m. 
Come and improve crossword game playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 for more 
information.

7 p.m.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every Monday from 7 
to 8:15 p.m. at Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in 
Webster. Those who have lost a spouse or other loved one are invited to par-
ticipate. For information, call Betty Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 
281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 

Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.
11:30 a.m.

Local NARFE Meeting – The National Association of Retired Federal 
Employees, Chapter 1321, meets the first Tuesday of each month in the Clear 
Lake Community Center, 5001 NASA Parkway. A meal will be available for $6. 
For more information, call Bob Mitchell at 281-333-2881.

1 p.m.
Trailmixers – Meets the first Tuesday of the month at the Luby’s Cafeteria on 
Fuqua. Former and current employees of J. Frank Dobie High School are wel-
come for lunch and conversation.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, an old-time 
kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. Monday through Friday from 
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 204 S. Main. For information, call 713-472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the Sagemont 
Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road, at 1:30 p.m. For information, call 
Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech therapy from 
1:30 to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation Center, 4021 
Brookhaven, Pasadena. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services 
offered.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for fam-
ily and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m.  
in Room 215 at the First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Tuesday 
and Sunday from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Club – Meets the second and fourth week of each month at 
Covenant United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call 
Nellie Galney at 713-991-3517 for more information.

11:30 a.m.
American Business Women’s Association Bay Area Vision Chapter – 
Now meets at Perry’s Italian Grill, 1001 Pineloch in Houston on the second 
Wednesday of every month. For more information or to R.S.V.P., call Lorilyn 
Wynn at 281-388-5202.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 5 p.m. at First 
Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, Pearland. Visit www.hap-
sonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish speaking) – Provides support for fam-
ily and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m.  
in Room 215 at the First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – The free group meets the second Wednesday of 
each month at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital. For more information, call 
Steven Williams at 281-929-4199 or 713-266-6400.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – Due to the holiday, the free group that usually 
meets the first Wednesday of each month will meet Jan. 8 in the third floor class-
rooms 3 and 4 of Bayshore Medical Center, 4000 Spencer Hwy. in Pasadena. 
The group will resume its first Wednesday meetings in February. For more infor-
mation, call 713-944-4782 or 713-266-6400.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Domestic violence 
support group for male survivors meets each Wednesday at 210 S. Walnut off 
NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for information. Participants may join at any 
time as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Confidential domestic 
violence support group for women meets every week. For information, call 
281-338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturn ing point.com. BATP is located at 210 
S. Walnut off NASA Parkway between Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 
24-hour crisis hotline is 281-286-2525.
Bay Area New Democrats – Meet at the Clear Lake Court House at 16603 
Buccaneer Drive, across from the new Clear Lake Library. For more information, 
contact John Cobarruvias at john.cobarruvias@bayareanewdemocrats.org or 
visit www.bayareanewdemocrats.org.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference Room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – meets the second Thursday of the 
month at 9:30 a.m. at the Lighthouse Fellowship of Friends, 144 Park Avenue 
in League City. The public is welcome and encouraged to bring others to the 
interdenominational meeting.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American Business Women’s 
Association-South meets on the second Thursday of each month at MiMi’s Cafe 
in the Pearland Town Center, 11200 Broadway Street, #1600. Lunch is from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost is $20 and includes networking with professional business 
women, lunch and guest speaker. Women of all ages and occupations are invited. 
Bring plenty of business cards. Reservations are appreciated. Contact Monica 
Perez at mlynnperez2002@yahoo.com for reservations, or visit the Web site at 
www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from noon to 1 p.m. at 
Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

7 p.m.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for family and friends of alco-
holics and addicts. Thursday at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Room 215. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends and family members of 
alcoholics and addicts. Thursday at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Room 212. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

We Buy Houses : Cash !
Close fast ! Any condition !
832-209-2298
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $22
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

★★★★★★

Marcus Gonzales 
Construction

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed 

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

Get your 
LOCAL NEWS 

FIRST!
Visit us online at: 

www.southbeltleader.com

CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

 TECL# 2567

Master Electrician - Call Joe @
713-302-5742

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Small Jobs Preferred

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 281-488-3361

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR • REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
• PLUMBING • FOUNDATION PROBLEMS
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

HAYDEN AIR & HEATHAYDEN AIR & HEAT
Now is the time to take advantage of reduced prices!

License #TACLB4351C
281-481-3914281-481-3914

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!ASK ABOUT 

ASK ABOUT 

ATTIC INSULATIoN
ATTIC INSULATIoN

NO OVERTIME 
NO OVERTIME 

CHARGE!CHARGE!

INTEREST-FREE 
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING 
FINANCING AVAILABLE WAC

AVAILABLE WAC

Ask About 
Centerpoint Energy

REBATES
Up to $1200

Factory Rebate (Ask for Details) or

12 Months Interest-Free 
Financing

with Approved Credit, with Coupon, 
Limit One Coupon Per Customer. 

Exp. 01-31-14

J&M SERVICE CO.
A Complete Service Company

Since 1983
Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels
 ★ CERAMIC TILE ★ TUB & SHOWER
 ★ WOOD FLOORS    CONVERSIONS
 ★ GRANITE ★ MEET ADA STANDARDS
 ★ CULTURED MARBLE ★ SAFETY GRIP BARS
 ★ PLUMBING ★ COMPLETE REMODELS

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

713-530-0833
Located in the South Belt area  
Johnny R. Gibbs           TECL# 19197

Lighthouse Electric

Serving & Saving Your Community
for 18 Years

A-Rated on Angie’s List
281-692-1684 MPL #18439

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

Oup Professional Servies Now IncludeOup Professional Servies Now Include
 Air Conditioning Air Conditioning

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill MPL 20628, TACLA 17658C

JIM GREEN REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Custom Cabinets • Patio Covers • Doors • Trim • Etc.

Serving South Belt for 30 Years
281-642-4340      Free Estimates

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS
Repair & Remodeling

Guaranteed Quality Work • Bonded & Insured
Flood Damage & Insurance Claims

281-484-8121
ROOFING - HARDI-PLANK - SHEETROCK - CONCRETE - KITCHENS

PAINTING - BATHROOMS - CARPENTRY - POWER WASHING - FLOORS

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Etc.

Swimming Pool Fill-ins
WE ARE INSURED

Business 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us

–– We also Haul Trash ––

Mayo Flooring

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

  THINK
 MONEY

THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll 
save 

money!
sell...
you’ll 
make 

money!

Call Today
281-481-5656

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!
MPL39885

Licensed & Insured 

713-340-0404
www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

$40 OFF 
SERVICE REPAIR
*One coupon per household. Not

valid with any other offer.*

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP
*One coupon per household. Not

valid with any other offer.*

24 Hour Emergency Service

Fix Now  
Pay Later

Call for Details

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING • SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING 
• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING 

• ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Pressure Washing

• Hardy Plank Installation
References Available

Free Estimates
281-773-3991 • 281-481-0428

So
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 P
rin

tin
g No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!

Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

s 

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone you can trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models

TACLB002755C

Ever heard the expression “THERE’S NO FREE LUNCH”?
If so, do you really think there is a “FREE FURNACE”? 

To really fi nd out, get the bottom line “FREE FURNACE” price, then call us 
for an “HONEST” fair price to see what is really “FREE” if anything.

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

Call for Heating Inspection                           

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351

South Belt-Ellington Leader
The Voice of Community-Minded People

281-481-5656   11555 Beamer • Houston, Tx 77089

www.southbeltleader.com
 E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com

David & Marie Flickinger, owners

C
O
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O
N

C
O
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P

O
N

COUPON

AirstreamAirstream A/C & HEAT

 www.airstream-acservice.com
  Free Estimate     281-481-6308

$100 OFF Heating Systems
 Lic.TACLB23730E

Exp. 1-31-14
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Most Spiritual –  9826 Ryans Park – Bui Family

Most Elegant – 12318 Amanda Pines – Gomez family

Most Colorful – 12622 Patricks Palace – Medina Family

Ashley Pointe Christmas 
contest winners

South Belt Girls Softball Association President Ruben Garcia (second from right) 
and his daughter, Aileen (far right), helped bring some cheer to a South Belt area 
family for the holidays. The Garcias presented a check to the family on behalf of 
SBGSA. Members of that family include Miguel Posada (left) and his niece, Gracie 
Posada (standing in front of Miguel). For more information about the family and 
donation details, see Page 1A.

SBGSA’s holiday donation

Almeda Mall

Mall-wide
 Sale

      up to    up to    

70%70%  OFFOFF

Friend us on Facebook
and play for a chance to win prizes

Macy’s · Palais Royal · Burlington · dd’s Discounts
713-944-1010 · I-45 South @ Almeda Genoa Exit

www.almedamall.com

After 

Christmas

Most Spiritual – 11506 Sagewind – Yeaney Family

Most Elegant – 10011 Sagemill –  Bray Family

Most Colorful – 10038 Katherine Ct. – Balderaz Family

Sageglen Christmas 
contest winners

Biggest Sale of the yearBiggest Sale of the year

Honorable Mention award winners: Wieser Family 
- 9802 Sagemark; Caves Family - 11814 Paige Place

Karnath Family - 11710 Bogey Way


