
Heavy Trash pickup set
 Most area residents residing within the 
Houston city limits will have their heavy trash 
picked up Thursday, Dec. 11. December is 
junk waste month. January will be tree waste. 
To see a complete area map, visit www.south-
beltleader.com. For information, call 311.

Sewer line maintenance set
 Clear Brook City MUD will perform rou-
tine sewer line maintenance in Sageglen sub-
division. This will end by Jan. 20 and may re-
quire access to MUD easements in backyards. 
Someone will contact homeowners by a door 
knock and a door hanger. No work on holidays.

JFD concert Dec. 12, 13
 Dobie High Choir will present its Christmas 
Concert Friday and Saturday, Dec. 12 and 13, 
at 7 p.m. in the JFD auditorium. Thompson’s 
eighth-grade choir will join Dobie’s Friday, and 
Beverly Hills Intermediate’s eighth-grade choir 
will join them Saturday. The concert is free.

Lariaettes set dance clinic
 The Dobie Lariaettes will hold their annual 
Winter Dance Clinic Saturday, Dec. 13, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Dobie High, with a parent 
show at 3 p.m. The clinic is open to pre-K 
through 12th grade boys and girls. Lunch pro-
vided. Preregistration is $40, at the door $50, 
cash or money order only. Participants can 
perform in the spring show April 30 through 
May 2. For more information, contact Amanda 
Castro at amanda.castro54@yahoo.com.

Jingle Bell Jog at Melillo
 Melillo Middle School, 9220 Hughes Road, 
will host Jingle Bell Jog at the school  Saturday, 
Dec. 13. Sign-in and shirts opens at 8:30 a.m. 
The race begins at 9 a.m. Entry fee per person 
is two nonperishable food items or one new, 
unwrapped toy – turn in the day of the event at 
sign-in. Dress up in holiday gear to celebrate 
the holiday cheer. All toys and food raised will 
go toward the South Belt Leader Christmas 
Drive. For information, email hwheeler@pas 
adenaisd.org or call 713-740-5260.

Christmas concert at church
 Gulfhaven Adventist Church, 10716 Sabo 
will present its Christmas concert, featur-
ing world renowned violinist Jaime Jorge, on 
Thursday, Dec. 18, at 7 p.m. Admission is free 
but a love offering will be taken to support the 
music ministry of Jorge. For information, call 
713-944-6912 or visit wwwgulfhavensda.org.

Christmas decorating contest
Highland Meadow

 The Highland Meadow HOA will again 
sponsor a resident Christmas decorating con-
test. There will be four  categories including 
Most Religious, Most Spirited, Most Creative 
and Most Colorful. Prizes will be  a $25 Home 
Depot gift card and  mention in the Leader. 
Judging will be Thursday, Dec. 18. All resi-
dents are encouraged to participate.

Sageglen
 Sageglen will hold its annual Christmas 
Light Contest Dec. 14. Turn lights on by 5:30 
p.m. for the judges to choose the Most Color-
ful, Best Christmas Spirit, Most Elegant Dis-
play and Honorable Mention.

Ashley Pointe
  Ashley Pointe will hold its fi rst Christmas 
Light Contest Dec. 14. Turn lights on by 5:30 
p.m. for judges to choose Most Colorful, Best 
Christmas Spirit and Most Elegant Display.

Sagemont meets Jan. 12
 There will not be a meeting of the Sagemont 
Civic Club for the month of December. The 
next meeting is scheduled for Jan. 12.

PIP meeting canceled
 The Houston Police Department’s Decem-
ber Positive Interaction Program has been can-
celed due to the Christmas holidays. The PIP 
meetings will resume in January on the regu-
larly scheduled date of the third Tuesday of the 
month, Jan. 20.

Christmas play at San Jac
 Santa’s Christmas Magic: The Musical con-
tinues through Dec. 14 in the Powell Arena at 
San Jacinto College Central campus, 8060 
Spencer Highway in Pasadena. Curtain calls are 
Dec. 11-13 at 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 14 at 2:30 p.m.

Knights sell ham products
 Knights of Columbus will take orders for 
Honey Baked Ham products after each Mass, 
Dec. 14 and Dec. 21, to benefi t St. Luke’s 
ACT”s Prison Retreats 2015. All orders can be 
picked up Tuesday, Dec. 23, at 5 p.m. at St. 
Luke’s Parish Hall. For information, call Jose 
Peña at 832-638-8391 or Deacon Al Birsinger 
at 281-992-4625 with an order today.

Kirkwood meets Dec. 18
 The Kirkwood Civic Club will meet Thurs-
day, Dec. 18, at 6:30 p.m. at the Sagemont 
Community Center on Hughes Road near 
Beltway 8. The meetings are usually held the 
last Thursday of the month but that changed 
this month due to Christmas. The meetings 
will resume on schedule next month.
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Voice of Community-Minded People since 1976

McKay chronicles area history

San Jacinto College is currently involved in a project to convert all past Leader issues into 
a digital format to preserve for future generations. The project is being spearheaded by 
former South Belt resident and San Jacinto College Library Director Rich McKay, shown 
above preparing fi les to be archived.                                                     Photo by James Bolen

Felton oversees mall construction

Almeda Mall is currently undergoing a massive $6 million renovation project. Improve-
ments include replacing large portions of the roof, adding new tile fl oor, building a new 
center court, new mall entrances, parking lot upgrades, landscaping and external light-
ing. Almeda Mall General Manager Terry Felton is shown above highlighting the facil-
ity’s new fl ooring.                                                                                       Photo by Marie Flickinger

Church fi reworks trial continues
 The trial between the Sageglen Civic Club 
and Mount Olive Lutheran Church regarding the 
disputed selling of fi reworks on church proper-
ty along Scarsdale is continuing, with a Dec. 3 
hearing failing to resolve the issue.
 In the ongoing case, civic club offi cials are at-
tempting to stop the disputed sales on the Fourth 
of July and New Year’s Eve holidays, which 
church leaders contend are within their legal 
bounds to raise extra funds.
 Civic club President Sam Weeke said a recent 
agreement between the homeowners group and 
the church to allow a cell tower to be erected on 
the Mount Olive grounds specifi cally prohibited 
the selling of fi reworks.
 Mount Olive President Ronald Craig Allen, 
however, contends the agreement only pertained 
to the front piece of property near the cell tower, 
and the fi reworks stand is located on a separate 

piece of property in the rear of the church. Signs 
for the stand were, however, placed on the front 
piece of property along Scarsdale.
  Selling of fi reworks in the South Belt area has 
been a controversial issue for several years.
 The sale of the products has long been forbid-
den within the city limits, and in recent years, the 
Clear Brook City and Sagemeadow municipal 
utility districts have both entered into strategic 
partnership agreements with the City of Houston 
that also prohibit their sale.
 While the judge in the case said at the Dec. 3 
hearing she would decide on the issue within one 
week, the affected parties had not been contacted 
at press time Wednesday, Dec. 10.
 Weeke told the Leader the church intends to 
countersue the civic club to recoup its attorney 
fees (around $4,000), should the homeowners 
group lose the current case.

struction zone for the past few months,” Felton 
said. “While all of the work is being performed 
at night, it’s really fun to come in the next day 
and see what’s new. Now that the holidays are 
upon us and the fl oor is nearly complete, the 
construction will shift to areas that do not affect 
customers shopping. It was important to us to 
have our new fl oor for the holiday season, and 
I am delighted all our customers who shop with 
us for the holidays will get to experience the new 
updated Almeda Mall.”
 Starting in January, work will begin on major 
changes to the mall’s center court. The familiar 
iron work at center court is slated to come out, 
and a new redesigned center court is scheduled 
to be complete by March 2015.
 In addition to the interior work, customers 
will also notice major improvements to the mall 
parking lot areas. Improved lighting, landscap-
ing and entrances are also planned.
 The renovations are expected to cost around 
$6 million. Felton is planning to have a “re-grand 
opening” in the spring of 2015.
 In the meantime, the spirit of the holidays is 
already in full gear, with the mall Christmas trim 
in place and local church and school choirs per-
forming Christmas carols throughout the season.

Almeda Mall undergoes $6 million renovation
and vice president of WCF Development.
 WCF got involved in Almeda Mall in August 
2007 with the intent to do major upgrades. Short-
ly after, the economy took a major downturn, and 
Hurricane Ike further set plans back.
 Anchor stores Macy’s and Burlington both 
made major investments in their stores in 2009.
 When asked why the mall has keep the cur-
rent renovation project rather quiet, Felton re-
sponded, “After many attempts, we felt it was 
time for us to show our customers and merchants 
our commitment rather than just talk about our 
plans.”
 Now that the construction crews have been 
working for several months, the customers can 
begin to see the results for themselves.
 While much needed improvements to the 
roof and skylights were needed, the fi rst thing 
customers will notice is the new white tile fl oor 
being installed in the common areas. The new 
white fl oor, along with improvements to lighting, 
have given the mall a fresh look.
 The management team and contractors had to 
push hard to get the new fl oor installed before the 
holidays.
 “We really appreciate our loyal customers and 
our retailers who have braved the dust and con-

 After months of planning, Almeda Mall quiet-
ly began a major renovation project back in May.
 For weeks, much of the work went unnoticed, 
as it involved replacing nearly half the roof on 

the north end of the mall.
 Almeda Mall was built in 1968 and has un-
dergone one major update back in the early ’80s, 
said Terry Felton, Almeda Mall general manager 

San Jac to digitize Leader archives
 By James Bolen
 Former South Belt resident and San Jacinto 
College Library Director Rich McKay is on a 
mission to preserve the Leader archives.
 “We plan to do a complete inventory – since 
Day 1,” said McKay, who has been with the area 
college for 30 years. “If someone doesn’t pre-
serve them, they will be lost.”
 The project will be done jointly with the Uni-
versity of North Texas, as part of the Denton 
school’s Portal to Texas History Digital Newspa-
per Program. McKay credits Michael Moore and 
Martha Van Buskirk of San Jac’s Offi ce of Grant 
Management for securing the necessary grants 
for the project.
 The archived issues are to be saved in digital 
form. The project is similar to a previous San Jac 
endeavor that attempted to archive the newspa-

per in a microfi lm format.
 “I was initially hesitant to digitize,” McKay 
said. “But it’s no longer a concern for profes-
sional archivists.”
 The microfi lm project, begun roughly eight 
years ago, successfully archived the fi rst fi ve 
years of the area newspaper, from 1976 to 1981. 
The digitization project will pick up where the 
previous one left off, beginning with the years of 
1981 and 1982.
 Assuming everything goes as planned, McK-
ay intends to then follow up by digitizing the re-
maining years.
 “If it works, and I have no reason to believe it 
won’t, we’ll do the whole archive until we catch 
up,” McKay said.
 McKay described the process as painstaking, 

 Continued on Page 2A

Leader Christmas drive underway
 The Leader is currently seeking donations for 
its annual Christmas program.
 Now in its 32nd year, the drive is aimed at 
spreading holiday cheer by providing food and 
gifts to needy families in the immediate South 
Belt community.
 Desired items include toys for children of all 
ages, nonperishable food items, paper products 
and cash. There is a particular need for gifts ap-
propriate for older children and teens, such as 
clothing, sporting goods, makeup kits and gift 
cards.
 All gifts should be new and unwrapped.
 Donations may be dropped off at the Leader 
offi ce, located at 11555 Beamer, from 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Monday through Thursday and from 9 a.m. 
to noon on Friday.
 The deadline for fi ling for assistance in the 
program is Monday, Dec. 15. First time appli-
cants must apply in person at 11555 Beamer on 
Monday, Dec. 15, only. Previous applicants may 
register online any day at www.southbeltleader.
com.
 All applicants must undergo a screening pro-
cess to determine the family’s need. This is done 
through various means, including verifi cation 
from school nurses and counselors. To qualify, 
one must be a South Belt area resident and pos-
sess at least one form of identifi cation verifying 
the address.

Hobby construction to cause delays
 Roadway modifi cations, necessary to accom-
modate construction of a $156 million interna-
tional terminal at William P. Hobby Airport will 
impact the airport’s passenger drop-off area. All 
passenger drop-off traffi c will be rerouted to the 
lower level arrivals area beginning Monday, Dec. 
15, through Thursday, Dec. 18.
 Customers dropping off a departing passenger 
and/or picking up an arriving passenger should 
expect delays due to this construction. Travelers 
are encouraged to arrive at the airport at least two 
hours prior to their scheduled boarding time.
 Helpful Tips for HOU Travelers:
 • Check with your airline for specifi c fl ight in-
formation, but in general terms, two hours prior 
to scheduled departure time. This is especially 

important between peak travel times (6 to 9:30 
a.m. and from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m.)
 • Drivers picking up arriving passengers 
should use the Cell Phone Waiting Lot, as op-
posed to circling the airport roads. The lot can 
be found off Airport Boulevard, west of the main 
entry. www.fl y2houston.com/HOUCellLot 
 • Motorists should pay close attention to the 
directional signage on the airport’s entry road-
ways.
 Hobby Airport is approaching the fi nal year 
of construction on a new fi ve-gate international 
terminal and four-level parking garage scheduled 
to open in late 2015.
 These roadway modifi cations are needed to 
complement the massive project.

City uses different recycling trucks
 A recent fi re at a City of Houston Solid Waste 
Management Department facility seriously dam-
aged two of the city’s green recycling trucks.
 The fi re is under investigation and a determi-
nation is being made as to whether the trucks are 
salvageable. In the meantime, SWMD will con-
tinue to provide recycling collection service for 
the homes on the routes serviced by these two 
damaged vehicles but will have to use blue gar-
bage trucks that are typically assigned to collect 
household waste.

 The trucks will be cleaned out and will not 
have a negative impact on the quality of the recy-
clables collected.
 Should residents see a blue garbage truck col-
lecting recyclables in their neighborhood they 
should not be alarmed as the material will be tak-
en to the city’s recycling vendor and processed in 
the usual manner. Recyclables will not be taken 
to the landfi ll.
 The Sagemont and Sagemont Park subdivi-
sions will be affected by the change.

Bebee foundation collects blankets
 Friends and family of fallen Houston fi refi ght-
er Robert Bebee are collecting blankets for the 
homeless.
 Sponsored by the Robert Bebee Foundation, 
the Let’s Wrap the Homeless in Warmth project 
is currently underway and will continue through 
the end of December.
 Project organizer Jodie Thibodeaux Lawson 
said the drive was inspired by Bebee’s own self-
less actions.
 “Robert was known to help the homeless 
around Station 51,” Lawson said. “He’d buy 
them hamburgers and make sure they had food to 
eat. During (Hurricane) Ike, he made sure some 
of them had shelter. I’m sure he’s being missed. 
When we started the foundation, we thought 
‘What would Robert do?’”
 Founded by Bebee’s parents, his sister, his 
cousin, Lawson and longtime friend Ann Coro-
nado Vasquez, the Robert Bebee Foundation is 
aimed at helping the homeless and the under-
privileged.
 Over the Thanksgiving holidays, the founda-
tion provided full turkey dinners to fi ve families. 

The number fi ve was chosen in honor of the four 
fi refi ghters who died in the fatal blaze that killed 
Bebee and an additional one who was seriously 
injured. The selected fi ve families included stu-
dents from the Bellaire area whom Bebee knew 
on a personal basis from his work with area 
schools.
 The organization is currently seeking new or 
gently used comforters, heavy blankets and mov-
ing blankets. Lightweight blankets will also be 
accepted but sheets will not be.
 Local drop-off sites include the Leader offi ce, 
11555 Beamer, and Dobie High School, 10220 
Blackhawk. Blankets may also be dropped off at 
Service First Automotive Champions, located at 
7925 Louetta in Spring.
 For more information, call the foundation at 
281-949-8839.
 Bebee died May 31, 2013, while battling a 
fi ve-alarm fi re in a motel near the Southwest 
Freeway at Hillcroft.
 The blaze, which injured 14 more, marked 
the deadliest day in the 118-year history of the 
Houston Fire Department.

Grinch steals Christmas deliveries
 With the Christmas shopping season now in 
full effect, South Belt residents are urged by lo-
cal law enforcement to be mindful of their parcel 
deliveries, as multiple packages have recently 
been reported missing or stolen from local resi-
dences.

 Sgt. Robert Sanchez of the Harris County 
Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce advises residents 
to either keep tabs on their packages’ tracking 
numbers and make sure they are home when de-
liveries are expected or to make alternate ship-
ping arrangements.
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Deaths

 Malcolm John Joseph 
“Jack” Murphy Jr., 71, of San 
Antonio, Texas, died on Nov. 
29, 2014. He was born in 
Philadelphia, Pa., on Nov. 26, 
1943. He was a former long-
time South Belt area resident 
and businessman.
 While stationed in Arkan-
sas during his time served in 
the Air Force, he met Judy 
(née Berry) on a blind date 
and the two married in June 
1967.
 Murphy enjoyed being 
around the water, whether 
fi shing in the Gulf of Mex-
ico or learning to fi sh for 
salmon in Alaska. He spent 
a lot of time with his family 
and took particular pride in 
teaching his two daughters 
to play Monopoly, poker, 
TrivialPursuit and Scrabble, 
ensuring that they would be 
able to dominate any game 
for years to come. He raised 
his daughters to be indepen-
dent and have common sense, 
making sure they knew how 
to change a tire and oil on a 
car before allowing them to 
drive.
 Murphy is survived by 
his wife, Judy Murphy; his 
daughters, Kristen Lynch and 
Meghan Murphy; grandsons 
Nathan and Alex Lynch; and 
four brothers, Frank, Tom, 
Mike and Jim.
 The family will hold a 
small, private family memo-
rial on Saturday, Dec. 13, 
2014, in San Antonio. 
 In lieu of travel or fl ow-
ers, donations can be made 
to either Austin Pets Alive in 
Austin, Texas, or the Michael 

Malcolm “Jack” 
Murphy Jr.

 Tony McLean Jr., 67, of 
South Belt, died Nov. 22, 
2014. He was born in Natchi-
toches, La., on Aug. 11, 1947, 
to the late Tony McLean Sr. 
and Velma Hayes-McLean.
 McLean accepted Christ 
at an early age at Grand 
Ecore Methodist Church. He 
graduated from Central High 
School in 1965. After gradua-
tion, McLean joined the U.S. 
Army and served in the Viet-
nam War.
 He was an employee of 
Hughes Tools for seven years 
and then joined the U.S. Post-
al Service for 22 years until 
his retirement in 2004.
 McLean and his wife of 
45 years, Sharon Dorsey-Mc-
Lean, were married on June 
21, 1969.
 McLean is preceded in 
death by his parents, and his 
siblings, Willie McLean, Bet-
ty Pier and George Bullock.
 He is survived by his wife, 
Sharon McLean; their fi ve 
children, Kimbler McLean, 
Suswanna Dulaney (Antho-
ny), Toshila Darjean, Tony 
McLean III, and Brittany 
McLean; numerous grand-
children, Taylor Darjean, Ja-
len Dulaney, Jaran Darjean, 
Cameron Darjean, Aaliyah 
Dulaney; and Bethany Lewis; 
four siblings, Ferdinand Mc-
Lean (Joyce) of Los Angeles,  
Velma Lee Walker of Hous-
ton, Bertha Minafee (Sam) of 
Los Angeles, Bryant McLean 
of League City, Texas; and 
a host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.

Tony 
McLean Jr.

 Wendy Hunkapiller, 40, 
of Grand Prairie, Texas, died 
on Friday, Dec. 5, 2014. She 
was born in Odessa, Tex-
as, on June 6, 1974, to Kent 
and Donna Jean Schultz. She 
graduated from Dobie High 
School in 1993. 
 Hunkapiller was work-
ing toward her bachelor’s 
degree at Texas A&M Com-
merce. She married Dr. Jerry 
Lee Hunkapiller on Nov. 19, 
2005. She worked for Grand 
Prairie Independent School 
District, but her greatest pas-
sion was being a fulltime 
mother to fi ve boys and a wife 
to her husband. She was very 
supportive of her children’s 
athletic and youth activities.
 Hunkapiller is preceded in 
death by her brother, Larry 
Schultz.
 She is survived by her 
husband, Dr. Jerry Lee Hunk-
apiller; sons Blade McCon-
nell, Gage McConnell, Bryce 
Hunkapiller, Grayson Hunk-
apiller and Briggs Hunkap-
iller; parents Kent and Don-
na Jean Schultz; and brother 
Fred Schultz. 
 A celebration of Hunk-
apiller’s life was held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2014, 
at 1 p.m. at the First Baptist 
Church in Grand Prairie.
 A college fund has been 
established in the name of 
the Hunkapiller/McConnell 
children at Texas Trust Credit 
Union in Grand Prairie.

Wendy Schultz 
Hunkapiller

Looking for a Primary Care Doctor? 

Enayet Rahim, MD
• Accepting New Patients • Same Day 

Appointments Available • Open During 
Lunch Time • We take Medicaid, 

Medicare & most private insurance.
Discounts for patients without insurance.

Se Habla Español

Call 281-481-8500

Elected offi cials speak out

San Jac archives Leader history
Continued from Page 1A
saying every page must be 
accounted for, thoroughly 
examined and repaired if 
needed.
 The longtime area li-
brarian sees a particular 
need to archive the Leader 
and the South Belt com-
munity’s history.
 “The Leader is a unique 
paper,” McKay said. “The 
local inserts in the Chron-
icle don’t come close to 
what the Leader does. It’s 
a populous voice. All of 
the Brio stuff – and how 

it could have gone wrong 
and what could have hap-
pened. If it wasn’t for 
Marie (Leader publish-
er Marie Flickinger) and 
your editorial pages, there 
might be a smoke stack 
across from the school 
right now. That entire re-
cord would be lost, and 
I’m going to do my part 
to make sure that doesn’t 
happen.”
 McKay sees the ar-
chiving project as ben-
efi cial for all parties in-
volved.

 “It’s good for the 
school, it’s good for the 
newspaper, and it’s good 
for the community,” 
McKay said.

Students rewarded for attendance

Atkinson Elementary kindergartener Jackson Nguyen (left) was part of 
three classes awarded for having all students present the entire week. As 
a reward, each student in the classes received face painting. Shown with 
Nguyen is instructional aide Abby Guerra. Atkinson gives small incentives 
as part of its continued efforts for perfect attendance. Photo submitted

Openings at Citizen’s Police Academy
 Constable Chris Diaz is now accepting applications for Precinct 2’s Citizen’s Police 
Academy. Class begins on Thursday, Jan. 22, from 9 a.m. to noon, and will meet every 
Thursday thereafter until graduation on April 9, 2015. The academy will be held at the 
John Phelps Courthouse, 101 South Richey, Training Room, in Pasadena.
 For more information, contact Sgt. Cindy Vara-Leija, at 713 274-6172 or email cindy.
leija@cn2.hctx.net.

Local library events set
Parker Williams Branch

 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Branch Library, 
10851 Scarsdale Blvd., Dec. 11 through Dec. 17.
 Computer Classes offered in December will be Computer Basics II on Dec. 12, 
Computer Basics III on Dec. 15, and Computer Basics IV on Dec. 17. All classes 
will be held from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Registration is required.
 Preschool storytime is held at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesdays, and toddler storytime is 
at 10:30 a.m. on Thursdays.
 Vietnamese storytime is every Saturday - Level 2 at 10 a.m., Level 1 at 11:15 
a.m. and Level 3 at 2:30 p.m. 
 For more information on Vietnamese programs, speak with Loc Bui. 

 For information on programs and events, call the li-
brary at 281-484-2036.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Neighborhood Library, 9002 Kingspoint, 
recently listed its programs for Dec. 11 through Dec. 
17. There will be no computer classes in December.
 Tuesdays – Family storytime is held at 10:30 a.m.; a 
storytime-themed craft is set for 11 a.m., and a chil-
dren’s craft will be at 4:30 p.m.
 Wednesdays – Baby/Toddler Storytime is at 10:30 
a.m. followed by Baby/Toddler Playtime at 11 a.m.
 The library will be closed Dec. 24-25. For informa-
tion on programs, call the Bracewell Branch Library at 
832-393-2580.

 On Wednesday, the House 
and Senate passed the Adding 
Ebola to the FDA Priority 
Review Voucher Program Act, 
which will incentivize the 
development of vaccines and 
treatments for the Ebola virus. 
This bipartisan bill was led by 
Reps. Gene Green, D-Texas, 
and Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn., 
in the House of Representatives.
 “This Ebola outbreak, which 

Ebola Priority Review Bill 
heads to president’s desk

By U.S. Rep. Gene Green
has killed over 5,000, is the 
worst in history. It struck disease 
and panic all over the world,” 
Green said. “Congress came 
together to respond to this epi-
demic quickly and cohesively. 
With this legislation we will be 
better prepared for the future.” 
 The legislation adds Ebola 
to the list of diseases eligible 
for the FDA’s Tropical Disease 
Priority Review Voucher sys-

tem. The system was created to 
encourage the development of 
treatments and vaccines for 
neglected tropical diseases by 
awarding a company that suc-
cessfully develops a product 
with a priority review voucher 
that can be applied to a differ-
ent product or sold. Priority 
review designation reduces the 
FDA’s standard 10-month 
review time by four months.

 On Dec. 3, Rep. Pete Olson, 
R-Texas, announced that he has 
been selected by House Energy 
and Commerce Committee 
Chairman Fred Upton, 
R-Mich., to serve on the Com-
munications and Technology 
Subcommittee in the 114th 
Congress under Chairman Greg 
Walden, R-Ore.
 “Texas is rapidly becoming 
the new Silicon Valley on tele-
communications issues and as a 
strong advocate of growth in 
this bright economic driver for 
America, I’m pleased that 
Chairman Upton and Chairman 
Walden are allowing me to 
expand my portfolio on the 
committee,” Rep. Pete Olson 

Olson tapped for Communications & 
Technology Subcommittee spot

By Rep. Pete Olson
said. “This subcommittee has 
wide jurisdiction over critical 
issues that will compliment my 
efforts in the energy realm. 
Cybersecurity and American 
innovation are critical issues 
Congress must address and I’m 
honored to be part of this 
arena.”
 Energy and Commerce 
Committee Chairman Fred 
Upton, R-Mich., said, “Con-
gressman Pete Olson has been a 
team player from his first day 
on this committee. His depth of 
knowledge on telecommunica-
tions issues representing 
Houston, where energy, cyber-
security and rapid growth in 
high technology issues are 

closely linked, makes this 
assignment a great fit for both 
our committee and the 22nd 
District of Texas. As we begin 
the 114th Congress, his leader-
ship will serve our efforts well.”
 Communications and Tech-
nology Subcommittee Chair-
man Greg Walden, R-Ore., 
said, “I’m pleased to have Pete 
as a member of this important 
subcommittee. He’s demon-
strated great leadership on the 
committee and clearly has a 
passion for telecommunica-
tions representing a high tech 
area like Houston. We welcome 
his leadership and ideas as we 
tackle these complex issues in 
the new Congress.”

Cokesbury United Methodist Church

Christmas Around the WorldChristmas Around the World
Saturday, December 13  –  9:00 am - noon

Breakfast provided. Nursery provided for kids under 4 yrs. old.
Parents can get some “quiet time” in while the children learn 

how other countries celebrate Christmas.
A special visitor will arrive around noon as parents pick up their children.

10030 Scarsdale Blvd • 832-235-5885 • www.cumchouston.org

 While manning his curatorial post in the 
Harris County District Clerk’s historic docu-
ments room, Francisco Heredia fields calls 
from people asking him to look up a 19th 
century document about a court case involv-
ing a  great-grandfather or another relative or 
just a person of interest.
 The caller occasionally will even have the 
year that the case was tried. Francisco will 
pull out a large bound volume and start pag-
ing through. Sometimes, he finds the case 
that the person is seeking, sometimes not.
 Even when records have been preserved 
and bound, people trying to access the 
DCO’s historic records face a hurdle because 
there is no index that would make searches 
easier.
 The Tejas Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and several aspiring 
Eagle Scouts have been working to change 
that. Volunteers from the DAR and the Boy 
Scouts have undertaken the laborious task of 
paging through documents and creating an 
index.
 The District Clerk’s Office hopes eventual-
ly to create an online index that would allow 
viewers to search historic documents from 
computers at home and other electronic 
devices.
 An index and online access will open up 
these records to everybody. People can learn 
about ancestors and remarkable historic 
cases, some involving slaves and the found-
ers of the Texas Republic. I can’t praise the 
DAR and Eagle Scouts enough for what they 
are doing and what they have done. Volunteer 
and church groups do so much good in 
America.
 Diane Teichman, chair of the DAR Tejas 
Chapter’s historic preservation committee, 
and several DAR volunteers, including Bertha 
Rutherford and Anne Irick, have spent hours 
indexing 19th century cases since beginning 
their volunteer project in the early autumn.
 Teichman and Irick admit that they find 
some documents that they are indexing so 
fascinating that they stop and speculate 
about the lives and stories underlying the 
records. Even they are in awe of Rutherford, 
who can block out noise and discussion and 

DAR aims to make district clerk’s
historic documents searchable

By Harris County District Clerk Chris Daniel
just keep plugging away on the indexing proj-
ect.
 Teichman said it took only one visit for her 
to fall in love with the DCO’s historic docu-
ments room. There, she learned that the 
DCO owns records about a case pitting Sam 
Houston against Mirabeau B. Lamar; they 
fought over whether Houston had trashed the 
residence of the president of the Republic of 
Texas before Lamar, the succeeding presi-
dent, moved in. She also learned about a 
case in which a man plucked a freed slave off 
the street and claimed her as his property; 
the re-enslaved woman had to go to court to 
regain her freedom. And Teichman learned 
that the fight to preserve a historic section of 
the Alamo was fought in Houston, not San 
Antonio.
 Teichman is so smitten with the room and 
the importance of the indexing project that 
she invited two influential leaders of the state 
and national DAR down from Austin to survey 
the room and its documents last month. State 
District Judge Mark Davidson, who has led 
the effort to preserve Harris County’s historic 
court documents, and I served as tour guides, 
regaling Martha Ann Hertzog, national and 
state chair of the DAR’s historic preservation 
committees, and Rebecca Kohout, vice chair 
of the state DAR’s historic preservation com-
mittee, with stories revealed by the records.
 Judge Davidson showed the Austin 
women a document signed by Sam Houston. 
The signature, the judge said, certainly can 
be read as “Sam Houston.” But Houston’s 
ego became bigger as he grew older, and it 
appears that he signed the document to be 
read in another way. “It also can be read as: I 
am Houston,” Judge Davidson said.
  “Isn’t this a great room?” he asked.
 “Fabulous,” Hartzog said. “Yes, it’s just 
fabulous.”
 The public is welcome to visit the historic 
records room in the county Civil Courthouse, 
201 Caroline, Houston, on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from noon to 4 p.m. and on 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Or visitors 
may make an appointment by calling 713-
755-1000 or emailing HistoricalReading 
Room@hcdistrictclerk.com.

Guest Editorial

Frazier Elementary School pre-kindergarten 
and kindergarten students enjoyed a visit from 
Mrs. Claus on Friday, Dec. 5. Mrs. Claus (Bar-
bie Carlisle) is the grandparent of a Frazier 
alumnus. During the event, Mrs. Claus read stu-
dents the book Mouse Before Christmas by Mi-
chael Garland. After the story, students enjoyed 
singing seasonal songs while ringing jingle bells. 

Mrs. Claus visits Frazier 

Pictured is Denisse Saldivar’s pre-k class, left to 
right, (front row) Fernando Puente, Kenya De-
Long-Thompson, Andre Trevino, Ethan Murillo, 
Melik Williams, (back row) Aaden Aguilar, Don-
ovan Martinez, Darius Frazier, Kayla DeRobles, 
K’leah Hamilton, Mrs. Claus (Barbie Carlisle), 
Sasha Whitehead, Annalee Chavez, David Corral 
and Julian Saracay. Photo submitted

Maricle attends Change of Watch

U.S. Coast Guard (AUX) District Capt. Chuck Maricle attended the Division 
10 Change of Watch ceremony on Dec. 7, 2014. Special guests attending were, 
left to right, (front) Gil “Frenchy” Benoit, recipient of the Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation for his four Campaign Stars and Purple Heart received 
while patrolling waters around Cambodia as part of the U.S. Coast Guard 
efforts in the Vietnam war; (back row) U.S. Army Lt. Col. John Davis, for-
mer Pentagon Chief of the Combatting Terrorism Branch, Special Operations  
Agency and Professor of Joint Interoperability Operations and Special Forces 
Development at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, having 
served multiple combat tours; U.S. Coast Guard Cmdr. Adrian West, Chief of 
Response, Sector Houston-Galveston; U.S. Coast Guard District Capt. (AUX) 
Chuck Maricle, 8th Coastal Region; and  U.S. Coast Guard Division 10 Cmdr. 
(AUX) Walt Evanyk. Photo submitted

J. Fox Foundation for Parkin-
son’s Research.

 Leader obituary policy
Obituaries submitted to the Leader 

are published free of charge. They are 
edited to conform to the Leader style.

During the annual University of Houston-Clear Lake holiday appreciation 
reception at Bay Oaks Country Club, President William A. Staples (pictured, 
right) greeted community friends and alumni. Among those welcomed by 
the president were, left to right, UHCL Distinguished Alumna Kippy Car-
away, deputy chief of staff for the City of Houston mayor; Houston City 
Councilman Oliver Pennington; and UH System Regent Paula Mendoza.

Photo submitted

UHCL hosts holiday 
appreciation reception

Leader holiday closing, deadlines set
 The South Belt-Ellington Leader will be on a holiday schedule Dec. 24 through Jan. 
2, with no Jan. 1 edition. The Leader and South Belt Graphics will have limited hours 
during this time. The last issue of 2014 will be on Dec. 25, and the first edition of the 
new year will be available Thursday, Jan. 8.
 Copy deadline for the Dec. 25 issue of the Leader is set for Wednesday, Dec. 17. The 
deadline for paid advertising is Thursday, Dec. 18, at noon. Items for publication may 
be sent to mynews@southbeltleader.com.
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Area students excel at PISD Fall 2014 Chess Exhibition
 On Saturday, Nov. 15, 
Pasadena Independent School 
District held its fifth annual 
Fall Chess Exhibition at 
Beverly Hills Intermediate. 
Two hundred students partic-

ipated, which by far rep-
resents the highest number in 
the history of PISD.   
 Twenty-seven campuses 
were represented, including 
five high schools, nine inter-

mediate schools, five middle 
schools, and eight elementary 
schools. Twenty-six of the 
schools participating were 
from Pasadena ISD, and one 
(Bonnette Jr. High) was from 
Deer Park ISD.
 Many campus chess 
coaches and other adult vol-
unteers came out and helped. 
PISD Deputy Superintendent 
Karen Hickman was at the 
exhibition, and campus ad- 
ministrators Diane Wheeler, 
Wendy Wiseburn, Lindsey 

Chandler Bui, CTHS
Third place, High School

Tied for second place in the Intermediate division – 
Left to right, (front row) Tin Ly, BHI (7); Minh To, BHI 
(7); Frankie Flores, Bonnette (8); (back row) Christian 
Flashke, Bonnette (7); Timmy Phan, BHI (7); Jessica 
Rainey, Bonnette (8); Alejandro Garcia, San Jacinto 
(7); and Jeremiah Little, BHI (7). Not pictured is Luis 
Perez, Miller (8). Tied for fi rst place in the Intermediate division – Left to 

right, Tanner Vega, BHI (8); Victor Vargas, Southmore 
(7); and Victor Falcon, Southmore (7).

Third place in the Middle School di-
vision – Left to right, Frankie Her-
nandez, Melillo (6); Johnny Tobias, 
Milstead (6); and Enrique Escamllia, 
Queens (6).

Third place in the Elementary divi-
sion – Left to right, Gustavo Escamil-
la, Williams (3); Juan Fuentes, South 
Houston Elem (4); and Christian 
Vega, South Houston (4). Not pictured 
are Aiden Espinoza, Golden Acres (4); 
and Jack Hartley, Frazier (4).

First place in the Elementary 
division is Dylan Campos (left), 
Frazier (4), and second place El-
ementary is Marcus Kemp, Fra-
zier (4).

Third place in the Intermediate division – Left to right, 
Allan Diaz, BHI (8); Joselyn Malrena, Southmore (7); 
Seth Medina, Bondy (8); Alexandra Lawrence, Bon-
nette (8); and Brandon Mitchell, Bonnette (7).

Second place in the Middle School division – Left to 
right,  Joshua Lujan, Milstead (6); Gilberto Rojas, 
Shaw (5); Mario Gonzalez, Melillo (5); Nestor Zacarias, 
Shaw (5); Michael Cortez, Shaw (5); and Jose Ruiz, 
Queens (6).

 Division Place Name Campus Grade Score

 1 Dylan Campos Frazier 4 5.0
 2 Marcus Kemp Frazier 4 4.5
 3 Juan Fuentes South Houston 4 4.0
 (Tie) Jack Hartley Frazier 4 4.0
  Christian Vega South Houston 4 4.0

 2 
Mario Gonzalez Melillo 5 4.0

 (Tie)

 3 
Frankie Hernandez Melillo 6 3.5

 (Tie)

 2 Tin Ly Beverly Hills 7 4.0
 (tie) Timmy Phan Beverly Hills 7 4.0
  Minh To Beverly Hills 7 4.0
  Tanner Vega Beverly Hills 8 4.0
  Ryan Velazquez Beverly Hills 8 4.0
 3 Allan Diaz Beverly Hills 8 3.5
 (Tie) Jeremiah Little Beverly Hills 7 3.5
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 John Cruz CTHS 10 4.0
 (Tie) Michelle Thomas Dobie 11 4.0
  Vy Phan Dobie 11 4.0

 3 Chandler Bui CTHS 9 3.5

Elementary
(3-4)

Middle
(5-6)

Intermediate
(7-8)

High School

Lesniewski, Marsha Jones, 
Melissa Garza and Christina 
Serna stopped by to encour-
age the students.
 Terri Edwards, Elena 
Gonzalez and Kathleen Lar-
son tabulated the results. 
Tammy Lawrence directed 
traffic and Kathy Massey 
assisted Leslie Axel with 
logistics. BHI custodians 
kept things clean and helped 
gather all the tables and chairs 
needed. BHI chess coaches 
Grant Pector and Joe Fee 

helped to make sure the exhi-
bition had the rooms, chairs 
and tables needed. 
 Bob Bartel ran the High 
School division, Stacey 
Barber (BHI principal) let the 
exhibition take place in the 
BHI school building, and 
Leslie Axel, co-director, took 
care of all the logistics.
 Each student played five 
games, receiving one point 
for each win and a half-point 
for each draw. 
 The table shows the top 
finishers in each of the four 
divisions.

Photos submitted

TexasWideOpenForVeterans.com tells vets how to live, work, play
 Active members of the 
military and veterans who are 
considering where to begin 
their civilian lives can now 
access a new resource that 
reveals the many advantages 
and opportunities awaiting 
veterans choosing to make 
the Lone Star State their per-
manent home. TexasWide 
OpenForVeterans.com is a 
newly launched website for 
veterans and their families 
with a one-stop opportunity 
to explore the many reasons 
for veterans to put down 
roots in the Lone Star State.
 “We are pleased that vet-
erans across the country will 
have this resource that will 
provide them a one-stop 
opportunity to discover the 
array of advantages that 
Texas offers the heroes who 
have given so much to our 
nation,” said Andres Alcantar, 
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion chairman. “The services 
we offer veterans along with 
job growth and quality of life 
make Texas a state second to 
none as a post-service desti-
nation.”
 The new website is a joint 
project developed by the 
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion (TWC), the Texas Vet-
erans Commission (TVC) 
and Texas.gov to help veter-
ans access the resources they 
need to help them decide if 
they want to put down roots 
and transition to civilian life 
in Texas.
 “Our state has so much to 
offer,” said TWC Commis-
sioner Representing Employ-
ers Hope Andrade. “With the 
highest job growth in the 
country, there are many oppor-

tunities for these veterans to 
find work in a variety of 
industries in Texas. We believe 
Texas is the best place to live, 
work and raise a family and 
we want to make sure our men 
and women in uniform know 
that we’d love for them to 
make Texas their home.”
 The new site launch was 
announced recently at an 
event in Killeen, Texas, near 
Fort Hood. State, military, 
and community leaders came 
together to explore the site 
which provides information 
about how to connect with 
jobs and employers in Texas, 
training and education oppor-
tunities for veterans, and con-
nections to a vast array of 
information about the oppor-
tunities for veterans to live, 
work and play in Texas. 
TexasWideOpenForVeterans.
com will also reach veterans 
through social media cam-
paigns. To learn more, follow 
@TXWOFV on Twitter or 
like Texas Wide Open for 
Veterans on Facebook.
 “The transition to civilian 
life can be unnerving for 
many veterans,” said TWC 
Commissioner Representing 
Labor Ronny Congleton. 
“This tool will guide veterans 
to the many resources that are 
available to them in Texas 
and the benefits they can 
expect to find if they choose 
to make that transition a 
smooth one here in the Lone 
Star State.”
 TexasWideOpenForVeter 
ans.com will also provide 
resources for employers who 
would like to connect with 
veterans for their hiring 
needs. The site is a tool for 

Texas employers who are 
looking to hire from this 
unique pool of talented, expe-
rienced job seekers. Among 
the many benefits of hiring 
veterans, the Work Oppor-
tunity Tax Credit allows 
employers to receive up to a 
$9,600 tax credit on federal 
business income or payroll 

tax benefits when they hire a 
qualifying veteran.
 “After serving our coun-
try, service members deserve 
the best prospects in employ-
ment and education as they 
transition into civilian life, 
and they will find that in 
Texas,” said Eliseo ‘Al’ Cantu 
Jr., Texas Veterans Commis-

SJC HVAC team selected
finalist in national contest
 A San Jacinto College fac-
ulty-student team was recent-
ly selected as a finalist in a 
national contest sponsored by 
the Fluke Corporation, a 
world leader in electronic 
testing tools.
 The winner of the Fluke 
Connect Student Contest will 
win a trip to Fluke headquar-
ters in Seattle, as well as 
electronic tools worth $3,500.
 The San Jacinto College 
HVAC (heating, ventilation, 
and air conditioning) team 
submitted a project proposal 
that utilized Fluke testing 
equipment. Their proposal, 
which has the potential of 
enhancing testing equipment 
performance, qualified the 
team as a finalist, along with 
four other college teams. 
Other colleges that qualified 
include Brigham Young Uni-
versity, California Polytech-
nic State University, the 
University of Kentucky, and 
Western Iowa Tech Com-
munity College.
 Community members can 
help the San Jacinto College 
team win the contest by vot-
ing online. 
 Twenty-five percent of the 
decision about which team 
wins will be decided by pub-
lic vote. Online voting runs 
from through Dec. 12. The 
public can vote on Facebook 
at:
 https://www.facebook.
com/fluke.corporation/app_ 
608345125854781
 The San Jacinto College 
team includes HVAC instruc-
tor Ben Ficklin, and students 
Larry Duff, Jacob Hernandez, 
Keith Hardy, Carlos Silos, 
and Manuel Munoz. The 
team’s proposal involves the 
charging (adding refrigerant) 
to residential and commercial 
HVAC systems using Fluke’s 
Wi-Fi and Bluetooth enable 
instruments, providing a 
more efficient workflow.

 Ficklin, who served as 
supervisor and advisor, said 
the students worked well 
together and learned a lot 
about collaboration and how to 
operate cutting-edge digital 
equipment. “It’s amazing how 
many advancements have been 
made with electronic testing 
equipment thanks to new tech-
nology,” Ficklin commented. 
“Fluke meters are able to com-
municate with smartphones, 
which enable HVAC techni-
cians to perform jobs quicker 
and more efficiently.”
 San Jacinto College 
HVAC student Duff says par-
ticipating in the project was 
not only educational, but also 
provided valuable workforce 
skills.
 “At San Jacinto College, 
we learn to use both analog 
and digital HVAC equipment, 
and I am learning how the 
newest digital equipment 
provides more precise read-
ings,” Duff said. “In this par-
ticular Fluke project, we 
worked with Wi-Fi and 
Bluetooth technology, send-
ing data for cloud storage on 
the Internet so that it can be 
retrieved later. Learning to 
use the most advanced tech-

nology like this will be a 
great addition to my resume 
and will no doubt help in a 
job search.”
 The training that Duff is 
receiving at San Jacinto 
College is enabling him to 
make a career change in a 
short amount of time at an 
affordable cost. He was 
working as a photographer, 
but at the age of 45 he decid-
ed he wanted to learn a 
skilled craft. “HVAC is a 
high demand career field in 
the Houston area, and offers 
great pay and job security,” 
he said. “Once I earn an asso-
ciate degree from San Jacinto 
College and work for another 
two years for an employer, I 
will be able to apply for a 
contractor’s license and start 
my own HVAC company.”
 San Jacinto College offers 
HVAC classes and degree 
options at the North and 
South campuses. For more 
information, visit www.san 
jac.edu/air-conditioningtech 
nology.
 For information about San 
Jacinto College, call 281-
998-6150, visit www.sanjac.
edu, or follow on Facebook 
and Twitter.

 The Houston Airport 
Systems (HAS) wants to 
help passengers be pre-
pared for the busy holi-
day travel season.
 Customers should 
follow these simple 
steps to ensure a stress-
free trip:
 - Use technology: 
Use the Web to obtain 
the latest fl ight informa-
tion and check in for a 
fl ight 24 hours prior to 
departure. The digital 
bar code on the screen 
of a smartphone can of-
ten be used during the 
check-in process.
 - Prepare for TSA se-
curity processing. Have 
the boarding pass and 
ID ready for display, 
remove shoes and ev-
erything from pockets 
before going through the 
metal detector or whole 
body imaging technol-
ogy at the checkpoint. 
Follow the 3-1-1 rule 
in regards to liquids in 
carry-on bags. Visit the 
TSA’s website (tsa.gov) 

for a list of prohibited 
items and helpful travel 
tips, TSA Pre should fol-
low the signs at check-
points to participate in ex-
pedited screening.
 - Don’t wrap gifts prior 
to departure. Security per-
sonnel may need to exam-
ine the contents of packag-
es.
 - Use the cell phone 
waiting lots. If picking 
up an arriving passenger, 
follow the signs to the 
cell phone waiting lots 
located at both Bush In-
tercontinental and Hobby 
airports.
 - Save time and park at 
the airport. Call 281-233-
1730 for parking availabil-
ity at Bush Intercontinen-
tal and Hobby. Terminal 
parking at IAH and HOU 
is only $19 a day, or take 
advantage of the conve-
nient economy-friendly 
ecopark lots that provide 
free shuttle service to the 
terminals. Be advised that 
due to construction park-
ing is limited at Hobby 

Airport, so be sure to 
check the parking status 
before departing for the 
airport.
 - Use the Free Wi-Fi 
to navigate the airport 
and tackle last minute 
shopping. Houston air-
ports offer a variety of 
retail outlets that will 
allow one to fi nish hol-
iday shopping. Connect 
to Fly2Houston.com via 
the airport’s free Wi-Fi  
to fi nd maps, concession 
locations and more.
 - Get into the holiday 
spirit. Be on the lookout 
for holiday musical en-
tertainment provided by 
local schools.
 Passengers also can 
fi nd valuable infor-
mation about parking, 
terminal location and 
access, and more at the 
Houston Airport Sys-
tem’s website, and can 
get updates on available 
parking and more by 
following the HAS Twit-
ter accounts @IAH and     
@HobbyAirport.

Travel tips from Houston Airport System

 Nonstop air service be-
tween Houston and exciting 
destinations continues to 
soar through the end of the 
year. 
 Since the beginning of the 
year, Houston Airport Sys-
tem welcomed three new air 
carriers, Korea Air, Scandi-
navian Airlines and Interjet, 

and several new routes from 
existing airlines at Bush In-
tercontinental and William P. 
Hobby Airport.
 According to the latest 
passenger traffi c report, 
From Jan. 1 to Oct. 20, 
2014, domestic passenger 
traffi c at Hobby Airport  
was pacing 9.6 percent over 

the same period last year – 
from 9,123,157 in 2013 to 
9,999,978 in 2014.
 International passenger 
traffi c at Bush Intercontinen-
tal Airport continued to see 
strong growth, increasing 9.9 
percent over the same period 
last year – from 7,482,207 in 
2013 to 8,219,996 in 2014.

More nonstop service at Houston airports

Stuchbery Elementary School students and staff participated in the district’s annual Walk 
for Sight. Stuchbery raised more than $6,000. Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Vivian 
Nguyen, Gracie Garcia-Turner, Leon Gravesande, Jordin Rivas, Tlaloc Hernandez, (second 
row) Evante Williams, Devin Simmons-Curry, Ju’dah Orobiyi, Valery Herrera, Tailin Curtis, 
Cymore Portier, Jayden Escandon, Derek West, Gracie Dykstra, Aracely Ortiz, Emily Lazo, 
Alphin Anthony, Esparanza Regalado, Milagros Regalado, Eliana Gaetjen, Chloe Tran, Joelle 
Jagdeo, Ayla Albert, Jaylon Lasker, Emma LaCount, (third row) Sebastian King, Mia Gloria, 

Stuchbery students, staff Walk for Sight

Alize Alvarez, Sara Salazar, Brandon Predestin, Alexis Woodin, Janelle Barrarieo, Alexis 
Guerrero, Cristel Olier, Miranda Perez, Johnny Tsikis, Melanie De La Rosa, Marianna Her-
nandez, Ashley Etienne, Avah Saenz, Michelle Avalos, Vivica Valencia, Y Tran, MaKayla Ri-
vas, (back row) Principal Carolyn Waller, Coach Kevin Albert, Krystal Lam, Tommy Tovar, 
Alexander Medina, Bella Sanchez, Genesis Jiminez, Melanie Avalos, Hunter Killingsworth, 
Sabrina Baragan, Liyah Caballero, Gianna Barraiero, Abagail Panza, Assistant Principal 
Kris Wallis, Rosanna Ibarra, Jared Perez, Jazmon Mooney and Meadow Ross.          The holidays are here and 

that means cooking turkeys, 
hams and other foods that 
either require cooking oils to 
prepare, or that generate a 
surplus of grease when 
cooked. Used cooking oils 
and greases, when disposed 
down the kitchen drain, cool, 
harden and clog the pipes. 
Diluting it in hot soapy 
water is not a solution. 
 Avoid possible clogged 
drains for the holidays by 
putting excess grease in a 
disposable container and put 
it in the trash or drop off at a 
place that recycles and turns 
it into a usable product, such 
as biodiesel.
 In conjunction with the 
Solid Waste Department, the 
following locations are des-
ignated drop-off points resi-
dents can take used cooking 
oils/greases for recycling.
 City of Houston Envir-
onmental Service Centers:
 • North: Environmental 
Service Center – 5614 
Neches St., Houston, 77035, 
Facility hours: second Thurs-
day of each month - 9 a.m. to 

3 p.m;
 • South: Environmental 
Service Center – 11500 S. 
Post Oak Road, Houston, 
77035. Facility hours: Tues-
days and Wednesdays from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The second 
Saturday of each month 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 • West: Westpark Con-
sumer Recycling Center – 
5900 Westpark, Houston, 
77057. Phone: 713-837-
0311. Facility hours: Mon-
day through Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Private Service Centers:
Central (Heights Area): 
Houston Biodiesel, 1138 W. 
20th St., Houston, 77008. 
Phone: 713-222-0832 or 
visit www.houstonbiodiesel.
com. Facility hours: Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Saturday: 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.
 For information about 
Corral the Grease or ways to 
properly dispose of used 
cooking grease, visit http://
www.publicworks.houston 
tx.gov/utilities/corral_gre 
ase.htm.
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sion chair. “The commitment 
the state of Texas has made to 
our veterans is proven time 
and again through career, 
educational and entrepreneur 
opportunities as well as the 
programs and services avail-
able.”
 This initiative builds upon 
other veteran-focused TWC 

programs, such as the Veteran 
and Industry Partnership 
(VIP), which focuses on cre-
ating jobs for veterans and 
supplying a skilled and ready 
workforce for some of the 
state’s most high-demand 
industries: petrochemical, 
advanced manufacturing and 
information technology.

SJC new director Fowler focused on increasing 
STEM education pipeline through Aerospace

 Dr. Janis Fowler has been 
named director of the 
Aerospace Academy at San 
Jacinto College.
 Fowler brings with her 
more than a decade of expe-
rience working in higher 
education, having previously 
served in various roles, 
including director of 

resource development with 
Lone Star College. 
 She also has worked for 
the Corporation for Eco-
nomic Development of 
Harris County and for the 
City of Houston. 
 In her new role with San 
Jacinto College, Fowler 
says her goal for the 
Aerospace Academy is to 
assist each stage of the sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing, and math (STEM) edu-
cation pipeline.
 “Our mission is to con-
nect K-12 and college stu-
dents with educational and 
career opportunities within 
the aerospace and STEM 
fields,” said Fowler. “We 
would like to encourage 
more students to enter 
STEM related fields and 
provide exciting experiences 
to all students particularly in 
aerospace, being that we are 
fortunate to work closely 
with the NASA-Johnson 
Space Center.”
 The Aerospace Academy 
is well on its way, having 
recently received a grant 

from NASA’s Office of Edu-
cation National Space Grant 
and Fellowship Program of 
$498,458, part of a national 
$17.3 million grant program 
to increase student and fac-
ulty engagement in STEM at 
community colleges and 
technical schools across the 
United States. 
 Fowler said San Jacinto 
College will work alongside 
six other community col-
leges from across the state to 
provide internships, educa-
tional experiences, and aca-
demic scholarships.
 “The initiative started 
with more community col-
leges increasing STEM edu-
cation programs, and now it 
is time to connect and lever-
age our endeavors to prepare 
our students for the future 
workforce,” said Fowler, 
who holds previous experi-
ence overseeing $22 million 
in competitive funding. 
“This is a unique opportuni-
ty - one for higher education 
institutions to work together 
to create synergy for STEM 
education thereby increasing 

the number of students pur-
suing STEM careers.”
 Fowler added that the 
academy will continue to 
increase outreach experienc-
es through youth camps for 
K-12 students, STEM in- 
ternships for college stu-
dents, and professional 
development for educators 
in STEM. 
 In recent years, the 
Aerospace Academy has 
hosted a series of underwa-
ter robotics camps and geo-
caching camps and projects 
alongside NASA, such as the 
Robotics, Ocean, Micro-
gravity Explorers Challenge 
at the Neutral Buoyancy 
Laboratory at NASA-John-
son Space Center.
 “We want to reach out to 
those students who other-
wise would never get the 
chance to experience these 
types of STEM projects and 
activities,” said Fowler. 
“That is one of our goals, to 
reach students from all back-
grounds and to inspire and 
give them more opportuni-
ties to successfully obtain 

Dr. Janis Fowler

those lucrative careers in the 
Houston workforce.”
 The San Jacinto College 
Aerospace Academy is 
charged to collaborate with 
education, industry, govern-
ment, economic develop-
ment and community groups 
to advance aerospace and 
STEM career development. 
It has served as a partner 
with the NASA-Johnson 
Space Center Office of 
Education for more than 10 
years on various projects.
 “This is an exciting time 
for our Aerospace 
Academy,” said Dr. Sarah 
Janes, vice president of the 
San Jacinto College 
Continuing and Professional 
Development division, 
where the Aerospace Acad-
emy is housed. 
 “We welcome Dr. Fowler 
as the new Aerospace Acad-
emy director and look for-
ward to strengthening our 
collaborations to produce 
people who are highly- 
trained and educated within 
the STEM fields for tomor-
row’s workforce.”

Corral the Grease

Avoid clogged pipes
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35 years ago ( 1979)
 The Dobie girls’ cross 
country varsity and junior 
varsity teams placed second 
in district, with the varsity 
team qualifying to run at the 
regional meet. 

home of Linda Daigle, in 
the 12500 block of Adiron-
dack, was selected as most 
religious.

15 years ago (1999)
 The Dobie High School 
Academic Decathlon team 
won the district competi-
tion.
 A 42-year-old South Belt 
area woman was stabbed 
twice while entering her 
car in the parking lot at the 
Walgreens Drug Store on 
Fuqua. She was treated and 
released. The men were still 
at large.

10 years ago (2004)
 San Jacinto College 
South sophomore Dane 
Richards was named the 
Junior College Player of the 
Year by the National Soc-
cer Coaches Association of 
America. During his two 
years at the South campus, 
Richards scored 45 goals.
 A live oak tree near 
Kirkmont and Southbluff 
was removed after it had 
been severely affected by 
Giant Asian Dodder, a par-
asitic exotic plant. Dod-
der is a yellow-green vine 
which resembles spaghetti 
and eventually kills trees or 
shrubs it attaches itself to.
 The San Jacinto College 
Foundation raised more 
than $102,000 for student 
scholarships and Innovative 
Initiative grants at its ninth 
annual Andy Pettitte golf 
tournament.
 PISD awarded contracts 
totaling $2.76 million for 
the designs of new schools 
and renovations of existing 
facilities.
 Offi cials at H-E-B Cor-
poration responded to ques-
tions regarding the lack of 

 The construction site of 
the Richard Moore Elemen-
tary School on Hall Road 
suffered numerous losses 
due to vandalism. Windows 
of the construction shack 
were broken and tools were 
stolen.

30 years ago (1984)
 Stuchbery Elementa-
ry School was evacuated 
folowing a bomb scare. 
Students remained outside 
for about one hour while 
the school district’s securi-
ty searched the building for 
a bomb, which was never 
found.
 The Rev. Sherman Wil-
son retired as pastor of 
Sagemont Presbyterian 
Church. He founded the 
church.

25 years ago (1989)
 For the fi rst time in the 
six-year history of Pasa-
dena Independent School 
District participation in 
the Academic Decathlon, 
Dobie High School’s team 
emerged as district winners.
 For the second straight 
season, the Dulles Vikings 
beat the Dobie Longhorns 
in the fi nal of the Spring 
Branch Varsity Basketball 
Tournament.

20 years ago (1994)
 Academic teams from 
Clear Brook, Clear Creek 
and Clear Lake high schools 
had reached the televised 
round of the 1994-95 Texa-
co Academic Challenge.
 The home of Rick and 
Cathy White in the 10200 
block of Kirkaspen was 
selected as most original 
in the Christmas decorat-
ing contest sponsored by 
the South Belt-Ellington 
Chanber of Commerce. The 

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

BEST WISHES, DAVID AND ELLIE!
 Greetings are sent to David Flickinger, 
South Belt-Ellington Leader president, and 
his wife, Ellie, who celebrated their third 
anniversary Dec. 10 from daughter Natalie 
and husband Jose Abarca; grandchildren 
Kelvin Lopez and Isabella Abarca; parents 
Marie and David Flickinger; brother Fred 
and wife Leslie Flickinger; niece Kimberly 
Flickinger; niece Courtney and husband 
Chris Durham and daughter Abigail; and 
the staff at the Leader.

PRINCESS KENNEDY TURNS 7!
 Kennedy Flowers will turn 7 years old on 
Monday, Dec. 15. Best wishes for a fantastic 
Frozen birthday are sent from little brother 
Owen, little sister Evie, parents Stephen 
and Stacey (Hayes) Flowers, grandparents 
Robert and Jannie Scarberry of South Belt, 
uncles Tyler, Austin, Joey and Benny, aunt 
Jenny and cousins Brayden, Baylee, Jade 
and Livvy. Kennedy’s mom is a Dobie grad.

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO JESSICA
 Greetings for a wonderful birthday are 
sent to Jessica Escobar on Dec. 16, a for-
mer staff member of the South Belt Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays Dec.11 through 
Dec.17.

Atkinson Elementary
 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent 
to Richard Whittaker Dec. 14.

Burnett Elementary
 The day for a party for Cynthia Henderson 
is Dec. 13.

Bush Elementary
 Wishes for a happy birthday are sent to 

Latitia Maldonado Dec. 13. Sing a happy 
birthday song to Jennifer Marquez Dec. 16.

Frazier Elementary
 Greetings for a special birthday are sent 
to Denise Diaz Dec. 13. Maria Vazquez 
celebrates her birthday Dec. 14. Marking a 
birthday Dec. 15 is Kristina Ponce.

Meador Elementary
 Dec. 12 is the day for a cake for Filgia 
Norman. Enjoying a birthday Dec. 15 is 
Cara Wildermuth. Blow out the birthday 
candles for Omega Pena Dec. 17.
  Moore Elementary
 On Dec. 15, a happy birthday wish is sent 
to Bobbie Bashinski.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Celebrating a birthday Dec. 16 is Kevin 
Albert. Sharing a day of celebration are 
Molly Angie, Bethany Granberry and 
Sarah Wilson on Dec. 17.

Melillo Middle School
 Dec. 12 is the day for birthday greetings 
for Lupita Perez and Whitney Jewell. A 
double celebration is scheduled Dec. 13 
for Leah Brutsche and Elizabeth Hedge. 
Sheri Richardson is wished a happy birth-
day Dec. 15.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Dec. 11 is the day for a party for Sandra 
Medina. Dec. 15 is the day for a double 
party for Angela Butler-Carter and Velia 
Grado-Gutierrez. Sing a happy birthday 
song to Dawn Swain Dec. 17.

Thompson Intermediate
 Nancy O’Connell enjoys a birthday Dec. 
11. Chad Kearbey celebrates a birthday 
Dec. 15. The day for a cake for Jennifer 
Guerrero is Dec. 16. 

Dobie High

 Sabrina Hinton and Michael Parker cel-
ebrate a birthday Dec. 11. Sharing a birthday 
Dec. 12 are Faryal Shaukat and Mariam 
Benavides. A double birthday is celebrated 
by Philip Foster and Loan Peabody Dec. 
13. Three cheers for a happy birthday are 
sent to Willie Ansley, Martha Garibay and 
Matthew Park Dec. 15. The day for a party 
for Melissa Zepeda is Dec. 17.

FACEBOOK FRIENDS 
CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

 The Leader sends happy birthday wish-
es to its Facebook friends who celebrate a 
birthday this week:
 Thursday, Dec. 11: Corey Tumlinson, 
Kara Toro, Robert Summers, Sandra 
Medina, Amanda Meili and Robert Royal; 
Friday, Dec. 12: Carolyn Sternes-Ontiveros, 
Joe Lewis, David Rojas Sr., Pepper Lowe 
and Diane Lakits Black; Saturday, Dec. 
13: Ryan Tucker, Dustin Cochran, Julie 
Krampitz, Christopher Alldredge and Mike 
Stacey; Sunday, Dec. 14: Ricky Ramirez, 
Elizabeth Martinez, Pedro Gutierrez III, Kay 
Wood and Melissa Duncan; Monday, Dec. 
15: Cheryl Park, Lindsay Jessup, Commins 
Michael, Ryan Rushing and Rita Tornaben; 
Tuesday, Dec. 16: Kamisha Dennis, Tamara 
Spencer, Jamie Kasper, Tonya Farmer, 
Tonya Rollins, Betty Williams, John Pfister, 
Willie Mae Allbritton and Adam Garcia Sr.; 
and Wednesday, Dec. 17: Joy Warneke, 
Dawn Watkins-Swain and Jabari Dobson.  

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line. Items must be submitted by Friday 
noon for the next week’s publication.

Remember When
progress in the opening of 
the new store on Black-
hawk. It was explained that 
the interior of the store was 
being replanned to make 
room for larger, full-service 
departments.

5 years ago (2009)
 The South Belt area was 
hit with a series of snow 
fl urries with some areas re-
ceiving nearly 3 inches of 
snowfall. The incident was 
the second consecutive year 
Houston received snowfall 
and was the earliest ever re-
corded in the city. The pre-
vious record for early snow 
in Houston was Dec. 10 in 
1944 and again in 2008. 
This marked only the fourth 
snowfall in 15 years.

1 year ago (2013)
 Police arrested three indi-
viduals involved in a check 
cashing scheme that target-
ed elderly South Belt resi-
dents. Ronald Thibodeaux, 
57, Ronald Givens, 28, and 
Naomi Onezine Givens, 25, 
were charged with orga-
nized crime. The suspects 
are alleged to have stolen 
checks from area mailbox-
es and to have washed and 
rewritten them. They would 
then hire homeless people 
to cash the checks at local 
businesses in exchange for 
a percentage of the mon-
ey. Authorities believe the 
criminal ring had operated 
since 2007. Local subdi-
visions affected included 
Sageglen, Sagemeadow and 
Kirkwood South.
 Dobie 2012 graduate 
Yesenia Munoz was select-
ed to place a wreath at the 
Tomb of the Unknowns at 
Arlington National Ceme-
tery at a ceremony held to 

  Here comes
     the bride . . . 

Let South Belt Graphics 
& Printing take care of all 

your printing needs for 
your special day.

• Invitations • Envelopes •
• Napkins • Matchbooks •

• Thank You Cards •

11555 Beamer    281-484-4337

Hall Rentals
Weddings, Receptions, Retirements, Birthday PartiesWeddings, Receptions, Retirements, Birthday Parties

American Legion Post 490

Call between 9 AM - 1 PM  M-F
Capacity: 300

11702 Galveston Road
(across from Ellington Field)

281-481-1179

� We accept Workforce Solutions (NCI)
 Serving ages 6 weeks - 12 years

� CPR/First Aid Certifi ed Teachers
  A Beka Curriculum

� Family Discount Rates
 TOT Fundamental & Creative 
     Basketball

� Hot Breakfast/Lunch, CACFP 
 After School Meal Program

10603 Blackhawk Rd.         281-481-2003
(corner of Blackhawk & Kirkfair)

Mon.- Fri. 6 a.m.- 6:30 p.m.

Before & After school service from 
Weber Elementary & South Belt Area schools 

including Melillo & Morris Middle Schools

New Covenant 
Christian Church Daycare

honor the 72nd anniversary 
of the attack on Pearl Har-
bor. An information sys-
tems technician seaman in 
the U.S. Navy, Munoz, 19, 
was the youngest sailor in 
the nation’s history to be 
bestowed the honor, usually 
reserved for senior military 
offi cers and the president of 
the United States.

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Unleashed by Petco
PHOTOS WITH SANTA

December 6 & 13  –  1-4 p.m.
Contact us @ 281-464-3543 for more information.

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer
       Appliance Therapy: Corrects crowding and a 

                              recessive lower jaw line.

 Eliminates the need for 
 orthodontic tooth removal 
 in many situations.

 Eliminates the need 
 for headgear.

Second Opinions Welcome!

Insurance Assignment Accepted • Quality and Caring Office 

• Certified Specialist • Serving the South Belt Area Since 1981

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmers.com

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston                  281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

Hobby Lions Club to meet
 Hobby Airport Lions Club will meet Wednesday, 
Dec. 17, at noon at the Golden Corral at Fuqua 
and I-45. For more information, email HobbyAir 
portLions@gmail.com.

Bay Area Singles Dance set
 The Bay Area Singles Club monthly dance will 
be held Saturday, Dec. 20, from 7 to 10:30 p.m. at 
the VFW Lodge, Post 6378, at 5204 Highway 3 in 
Dickinson. Bring party snacks to share. Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus will be there. Cost is $7 for members and $9 for 
nonmembers. 
 For more information, call 409-948-1156 or 281-
484-4762.

Fun times at Stuchbery

Stuchbery Principal Carolyn Waller (right) takes 
time out of her busy day to have a little fun with 
student Jacob Martinez from Heather Trog’s 
class. Photo by  Angelica M. Silva

Genoa releases 1st 
9-weeks honor roll
 Genoa Elementary re- 
cently announced its first 
nine-weeks honor rolls for 
the 2014-2015 school year. 
Students earning status are:

Second grade
Honor roll

 Abiha Altaf, Kalaiah 
Flores, Micheal Golden, 
Devin Goldsby, Jesselyn 
Guevara, Marco Juarez, 
Jalisa King, Brian Mandu-
jano, Ja’yir Nelson, Amber 
Reyes, Jayme Reyna, Mela-
nie Rodriguez, Ava Rojas, 
Nathan Rojas, Julieta Ruiz 
and Amy Tran.

Third grade
Honor roll

 Dayvin Alvarado, Arath 

Dodin, Natalie Garcia, Alana 
Goree, Alyssa Hernandez, 
Emily Hernandez, Nicole 
Hernandez, George Holguin, 
Emily Rodriguez, Julyssa 
Sanchez, Layla Torres, Mur-
isa Turrubiates, Alexa Zarate 
and Zuriyah Zavala.

Fourth grade
Honor roll

 Keauno Andrade, Angel 
Balderas, Brianna Brzozow-
ski, Jade Corpus, Yoali 
Enriquez, Gabriella Gomez, 
Jacob Gonzales, Christian 
Guerrero, Grecia Lopez-
Serna, Aidan Martinez, Aldo 
Morales, Monica Munoz, 
Jazmine Rodriguez, Gabriela 
Ruiz and Logan Sprinkle.

Student embarks on career in pharmacy
 With a name like Alabama 
Pham, a student is sure to 
stand out from the crowd. 
And that’s exactly what her 
education at San Jacinto 
College has enabled her to 
do.
 Originally from Vietnam, 
as one of the final steps to 
completing the citizenship 
process, Pham decided on 
choosing an American name. 
“The office where I submit-
ted my citizenship paperwork 
was on Alabama Street, and I 
just thought that was a beau-
tiful name, so I decided to 
make it mine,” said Pham.
 Now 23, her educational 
journey first started at Clear 
Horizons Early College High 
School (CHECHS) located 
on the San Jacinto College 
South campus. At 16 years 
old, with her course load con-
sisting of advanced place-
ment high school courses and 
college-level courses, Pham 
discovered that she thrived in 
the rigorous curriculums at 
both levels. After graduating 
in 2009 as part of the first 
CHECHS graduating class, 
Pham continued attending 
San Jacinto College and was 
accepted into the pharmacy 
technician program where 
she would begin the first 
steps to pursuing her career 
as a pharmacist and educator.
“I would never have been 
exposed to pharmacy had it 
not been for San Jacinto 
College,” said Pham. “San 

Jacinto College has had so 
many influential professors, 
instructors, and tutors that 
helped me along the way. Dr. 
Alexander Okwonna was one 
of the biggest influences in 
my decision to pursue phar-
macy and pharmacy educa-
tion. He is still a wonderful 
mentor to me.”
 Like many successful stu-
dents, Pham is a big believer 
in having a mentor through-
out one’s education, and even 
afterward. “I think having a 
mentor is very important for 
any pathway students choose. 
A mentor has already been in 
the field. They’re successful, 
and they know what to 
expect. They can help you 
figure out your strengths and 
give you ideas of how to 
work on your weaknesses. 
Having a strong support sys-
tem is also helpful. I know 
for me, my husband has been 
helping so much with our 
boys so I can go to school 
and accomplish the goals I 
have set for myself.”
 Now completing her doc-
torate in the Texas Southern 
University (TSU) pharmacy 
program, Pham recently 
found herself back at San 
Jacinto College doing her 
academic rotation as part of 
her degree requirements. She 
gave several lecture presenta-
tions to the college’s pharma-
cy faculty, as well as a few 
guest lectures to nursing stu-
dents about pharmacology, 

physical therapy assistant 
students about drugs that can 
affect physical rehabilitation, 
and also teaching a section of 
drug classification and phar-
macy practice in the college’s 
pharmacy program.
 “I like baking, so I tell my 
students to think of pharmacy 
as baking except you’re using 
active ingredients,” said 
Pham. “We have pharmacy 

logs, so when we’re making 
certain creams of medica-
tions, we follow those ‘reci-
pes.’”
 Pham hopes to have dual 
careers in either retail or hos-
pital pharmacy and teaching 
in a pharmacy program. 
“Pharmacists are always 
educating patients on medi-
cations, side effects and pre-
cautions. Ideally, I would 

San Jacinto College alumna Alabama Pham recently completed an academic rota-
tion at the college as a requirement for completing her doctoral degree in pharmacy 
at Texas Southern University. Also pictured is Mario Garcia, San Jacinto College 
South Campus pharmacy technician program director. Photo by Andrea Vasquez

like to work part time in a 
retail or hospital pharmacy. 
This way I can teach pharma-
cy classes, always keeping 
my students engaged with 
what the latest medications, 
regulations and technologies 
that are on the market. By 
keeping up with industry 
trends, they’ll be assets to 
any pharmacy company that 
hires them.”

Learn new languages 
with UH-Clear Lake
 The Foreign Language 
and English Enhancement 
program at the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake is now 
registering for language 
courses running from Jan. 12 
through Feb. 27 at a variety 
of days, times and locations. 
Registration is open through 
the first day of classes.
 Students of all ages and 
skill levels are welcome to 
learn Spanish, German, 
French, Mandarin Chinese, 
Russian or Japanese. 
 Each course offers small 
class sizes with a highly- 
qualified instructor who 
teaches students the lan-
guage orally, encouraging a 

faster learning process than 
traditional methods of lan-
guage teaching. Instructors 
focus on developing conver-
sational skills by maintain-
ing the language throughout 
each session.
 The course fee is $145 for 
group sessions and $600 per 
10 hours of private lessons. 
 All classes are offered on 
a noncredit basis, but Con-
tinuing Education Units are 
offered upon satisfactory 
completion of the course. 
 For more information or 
to register, call the Foreign 
Language Program Office at 
281-283-3033 or visit http://
www.uhcl.edu/fl.
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Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future, Inc.
Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, 
Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

281-464-2366281-464-2366
12490 Scarsdale Blvd.12490 Scarsdale Blvd.

FREE  REGISTRATION - Good  Thru  Dec. 24FREE  REGISTRATION - Good  Thru  Dec. 24

Ages served 6 weeks - 11 years

Ms. Janetʼs is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, 
including  MELILLO & MORRIS Middle Schools and SOUTH BELT Elementary.

281-538-5310281-538-5310
3007 Invincible Dr. League City3007 Invincible Dr. League City

LOW PRICES

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash.  We accept NCI.
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

 CHURCH DIRECTORY
Attend the

Church of Your Choice
 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School              9:45 a.m.
 The Fountain (Contemporary)     5 p.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

 The Catholic Community of
                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

 Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
 Rev. Desmond Daniels, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816  Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, 
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, 
widowed.

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

Meador lists first 9-weeks rolls
 Meador Elementary re- 
cently released its first nine-
weeks rolls for the 2014-
2015 school year. Students 
earning status are:

First grade
Recognized roll

 Jocelynne Adan, Leonela 
Aguila, Kevin Argueta, Hussai 
Arias, London Bates, Ari-
hanna Berrones, Natalie 
Betancourt, Ethan Blandon, 
Rick Bonilla, Allen Campos, 
Mamrlin Carter, Tristin 
Castillo and Tiffany Contreras.
 Keana Davis, Anthony 
Dominguez, Ian Esquivel, 
Yazmyne Gaines, Karyme 
Galvan, Ai’Tana Glover, 
Antonio Gonzalez, Timothy 
Guerra, Kiera Jnlouis, Aud-
rina Lanza, Richard Le, 
Lauren Lewis and Alejandro 
Martinez.
 Xavier Martinez, Nehe-
miah McCann, Nelson Men-
dez, Liani Mercado, Katy 
Moreno, Jocoby Muniz, Minh 
Nguyen, Jayla Pulido, Jaylene 
Pulido, Joaquin Ramirez, 

Rachel Rivera, Jayden Robin-
son and Brandon Rock.
 Kimberly Rodriguez, Se- 
bastian Rodriguez, Irene 
Rosales, Kendrell Ruckett, 
Oliver Saavedra, Gisell Sabil-
lon, Mia Sanchez, Brianna 
Schulgen, Jordyn Smith, Itzel 
Sosa, Charles Thomas, Fer-
nando Vargas and Tawirea 
Virgin.

Second grade
Honor roll

 Aysjha Anderson, Bryan 
Anderson, Jordan Bray, Ken-
dra Denoon, Brenden Foxx, 
Sire Franklin, Valerie Gon-
zales, Anyscia Hagler, Alani 
Lanza and Zariah Madison.
 Elaine Nguyen, Kristi 
Nguyen, Lex Palm, Tre Ra- 
mirez, Aleks Saldano, Omar 
Santos, Cindy Su, Yara Valois, 
Raude Yepez and Michelle 
Zarate.

Merit roll
 Dominic Alejandro, Ne- 
veah Ben-Smith, Moriah Bur-
gess, Joshua Cavazos, Ronny 
Cearley, Bethany Espinoza 

and Emir Espinoza.
 Natalie Martinez, Edson 
Moreno, Alianna Rodriguez, 
Ruquayya Soudine, Isabel 
Suarez, Lena Swick, Patience 
Thomas and Anabel Torres.

Third grade
Honor roll

 Yulissa Oliva, Arianna 
Ramos and Efrain Ruiz.

Merit roll
 Joseph Batalla, Trynity 
Garza, Natalie Iglesias, 
Brianna Pedraza and Azael 
Villasenor.

Fourth grade
Honor roll

 Landen Adame, Lorenzo 
Cantu, Kylie Dennis, Anna 
Le, Fabian Martinez, Marcelo 
Saucedo, Isaac Thompson and 
Luis Torres.

Merit roll
 Gabrielle Addison, Alex 
Ayala, Jennifer Ben-Smith, 
Xavier Bernal, Alex Carroll, 
Isaac Dao, Juan Delgado, 
Jason Escobedo, Mark Pena-
loza, Mariana Perales and Nya 
Sanford.

San Jac to expand college access at White House event
 On Dec. 4 in Washington, 
D.C., San Jacinto College 
Chancellor Dr. Brenda 
Hellyer, joined President 
Obama, the first lady, and 
Vice President Biden, along 
with hundreds of college 
presidents and other higher 
education leaders, to 
announce new actions to help 
more students prepare for 
and graduate from college.
 The White House College 
Opportunity Day of Action 
helps support the president’s 
commitment to partner with 
colleges and universities, 
business leaders, and non-
profits to support students 
across the country to help the 
nation reach its goal of lead-
ing the world in college 
degree attainment.
 Making sure students com-
plete what they started has 
always been a priority for San 
Jacinto College, and partici-

pation in the White House 
Summit will build on existing 
initiatives and efforts already 
in place to promote complet-
ing a college degree. Among 
those initiatives are Inten-
tional Connections, College 
Success Interventions, Men of 
Honor and Women of Inte-
grity, Acceleration in Mathe-
matics (AIM), student success 
courses and faculty advising 
attached to the course, and an 
integrated reading and writing 
program.
 “Student success is at the 
core of every decision and 
action we take at San Jacinto 
College,” said Hellyer. “We 
want our students to complete 
their associate degree, and our 
success initiatives are helping 
them do that. When our stu-
dents succeed, we succeed. 
An associate degree provides 
our students the opportunity 
to transfer to a four-year uni-

versity, or enter the workforce 
with the skills they need to 
start a meaningful career. This 
is the focus of our entire col-
lege, from the board of trust-
ees and throughout the col-
lege.”
 The San Jacinto College 
Intentional Connections ini-
tiative provides guidance and 
mentoring for students who 
struggle with core subjects 
and who previously had not 
been successful in any 
course, but want to complete 
college and improve their 
lives. It allows students to 
“test drive” different pro-
grams prior to enrolling in a 
full semester course to deter-
mine if that area of study is a 
fit. The College Success In- 
terventions identifies at-risk 
students and provides face-
to-face advising early in the 
student’s college career to 
ensure the student stays on 

track and understands the 
support available through 
tutoring and counseling.
 Men of Honor and Women 
of Integrity serve to provide 
mentors for African American 
and Latino male and female 
students, respectively, offer-
ing support, guidance, and 
encouragement along their 
educational journeys. 
 Aaron Moore, a Men of 
Honor student, said about the 
program, “I found mentors 
and began to follow their 
good examples. We learn 
from each others’ experienc-
es, and we check on each 
other for accountability.”
 The AIM, and integrated 
reading and writing courses, 
are collaborative learning 
models developed by San 
Jacinto College faculty. The 
Acceleration in Math pro-
gram is a one-semester course 
that pairs instruction and con-

cepts in developmental math-
ematics and college algebra, 
scaffolding instruction so that 
the appropriate algebra con-
cept immediately follows the 
developmental one. Students 
complete the two courses in 
one semester, expediting their 
time to degree completion. 
 With integrated reading 
and writing, students learn 
critical reading and academic 
writing skills together in one 
course. This has reduced the 
number of developmental 
reading and writing courses 
from five to two, again accel-
erating a student’s time 
through developmental and 
into college-level courses.
 One of the most success-
ful strategies at San Jacinto 
College has been the faculty 
advising through the required 
developmental and col-
lege-level student success 
courses. Advising sessions 
are required at several points 
during the course, which 
makes students aware of sup-
port services and creates 
strong connections between 
students and faculty mem-
bers. That personal meeting 
with a faculty member often 
keeps a struggling student in 
class and gets him or her 
back on the right track.
 “Initiatives such as these 
are designed to help our stu-
dents be better prepared, so 
that when they graduate, they 
have all the tools they need to 
be successful,” added Hell-
yer.
 As part of the commit-
ment to the College Oppor-
tunity Summit, San Jacinto 
College joins other colleges 
and universities throughout 
the country in declaring a 
commitment to increase its 
overall six-year graduation 

Stuchbery students 
sell Success Spuds

 Success students in 
Johanna Guettler’s class 
recently prepared and sold 
Success Spuds. 
 Once a month, students 
in the program work all 
week to prepare an entire 
meal to sell as a fundraiser 
for faculty and staff mem-
bers at Stuchbery. A few of 
the preparation tasks 
include washing and roll-
ing the potatoes, cooking 
and packaging the desserts, 
mixing the lemonade, 
counting out the correct 
number of utensils and cre-
ating receipts to give to the 
customers.
 On the day of Success 

Spuds, the entire class-
room is transformed into a 
restaurant. Students deco-
rate the tables, create signs 
to inform customers where 
to go, wear hats and 
aprons, and serve the staff 
at Stuchbery.
 Through this activity 
students are able to gener-
alize the skills they learn 
throughout the school year 
such as math, reading and 
socialization. Some of the 
tasks they are expected to 
complete include greeting 
customers, collecting pay-
ment and making change, 
pouring drinks, serving 
food and cleaning up.

Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Sean Guillen, Arat Tejeda, Adri-
an Monita, Eriana Hollingsworth, (back row) Rebecca Cook, Izmael 
Guzman, Alex Soloya, Christian Petram and Jose Martinez.

Eriana Hollingsworth is ready to serve 
customers their cookies for dessert.

Alex Soloya (right) serves Lauren Nalepa chopped 
beef for her baked potato.

Students, left to right, Eriana Hollingsworth and Re-
becca Cook serve Emily Bass (left) cookies for dessert. 
Assisting is instructional aide Iriz Valdez.

Jose Martinez collects payment for a Success Spud 
from Pam Tyer. Assisting is instructional aide Carlos 
Torres.

rate by 10 percent; increase 
the overall transfer rate to a 
four-year university by 10 
percent; and reduce by half 
the achievement gap between 
underrepresented and 
non-underrepresented stu-
dents.
 “Over the last five years, 
we have nearly doubled the 
total number of San Jacinto 
College graduates,” added 
Hellyer. “This is significant 
progress that comes by creat-
ing a culture focused on stu-
dent success and continuous 
improvement, taking a fresh 
look at where we are and 
what we are doing, and mea-
suring what is important.”
 White House College 
Opportunity Day of Action 
participants were asked to 
commit to a new action in one 
of four areas: building net-
works of colleges around pro-
moting completion; creating 
K-16 partnerships around col-
lege readiness; investing in 
high school counselors as part 
of the first lady’s Reach 
Higher initiative; and increas-
ing the number of college 
graduates in the fields of sci-
ence, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM).
 The president will 
announce new steps on how 
his administration is helping 
to support these actions, 
including announcing $10 
million to help promote col-
lege completion and a $30 
million AmeriCorps program 
that will improve low-income 
students’ access to college. 
This event is the second 
College Opportunity Day of 
Action and included a prog-
ress report on the commit-
ments made at the first day of 
action on Jan. 14, 2014.
 Expanding opportunity 

for more students to enroll 
and succeed in college, espe-
cially low-income and under-
represented students, is vital 
to building a strong economy 
and a strong middle class. 
Currently, only 9 percent of 
those born in the lowest fam-
ily income quartile attain a 
bachelor’s degree by age 25, 
compared to 54 percent in the 
top quartile. In an effort to 
expand college access, the 
Obama administration has 
increased Pell scholarships 
by $1,000 a year, created the 
new American Opportunity 
Tax Credit worth up to 
$10,000 over four years of 
college, limited student loan 
payments to 10 percent of 
income, and laid out an ambi-
tious agenda to reduce col-
lege costs and promote inno-
vation and competition.
 “I am extremely honored 
to be representing San Jacinto 
College,” concluded Hellyer. 
“I applaud the administration 
for bringing together a 
diverse group of higher edu-
cation leaders and experts. 
We are all in this together, 
and together we can make a 
difference.”

UHCL welcomes community 
to graduation ceremony
 Celebrate the accom-
plishments of the latest 
University of Houston-Clear 
Lake graduating class at the 
fall commencement ceremo-
ny Sunday, Dec. 14, at noon 
and 5 p.m. at NRG Arena, 
One Reliant Park in Houston.
 The fall commencement 
ceremony will honor gradu-
ates from the 2014 summer 

and fall semesters, with 
graduates from the School of 
Business and the School of 
Education being honored at 
noon and addressed by key-
note speaker Marilyn S. 
Sims, UHCL distinguished 
alumna. 
 Graduates from the 
School of Human Sciences 
and Humanities and the 
School of Science and 
Computer Engineering will 
cross the stage at 5 p.m., 
with the keynote speaker 
being David H. Malin, pro-
fessor of psychology and 
neuroscience.
 To begin the celebration, 
the UHCL Office of Alumni 
and Community Relations 
will host the Soaring Hawks 
Celebration Dec. 12, from 6 
to 8 p.m. in the university’s 
Bayou Building, Atrium II, 
2700 Bay Area Blvd. 

 Graduates will enjoy 
music, raffles and a gradua-
tion photo booth to make the 
night a memorable one. 
 Tickets for this event are 
free and will be mailed to 
each graduate. 
 Extra tickets are provided 
free of charge in the Office 
of Alumni and Community 
Relations and the Office of 
Student Life through Dec. 
11.
 For more information 
about the Soaring Hawks 
Celebration, contact the 
Office of Alumni and Com-
munity Relations at 281-
283-2021 or email alumni@
uhcl.edu. 
 For information on the 
commencement ceremony, 
contact the Office of Aca-
demic Records at 281-283-
2525 or visit http://www.
uhcl.edu/commencement.

This Sunday with Rev. Joni Sutton:

www.KSCchurch.org

“True Joy”
Isaiah 61: 1-3 

Kirkwood South Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Where God Makes Lives Better
10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)

281-481-0004
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.

SAT Prep scheduled 
for seventh-graders
 Give a gifted seventh- 
grader the best chance at a 
high SAT score by register-
ing for A Key to SAT Success 
at the University of Houston-
Clear Lake Center for Edu-
cational Programs on Jan. 17 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
university’s Arbor Building 
Central, Room 1310.05, 2700 
Bay Area Blvd.
 Students must have been 
identified with the Duke 
Talent Identification Pro-
gram and be registered to 
take the SAT on Jan. 24. 
 This one-day seminar will 
cover the verbal and math 

sections of the SAT. Students 
should bring a snack and a 
lunch. 
 The fee for this seminar is 
$129. 
 For more information or 
to register, contact the Center 
for Educational Programs at 
281-283-3530 or visit http://
cep.uhcl.edu.

Support 
Leader 

advertisers!

The Atkinson Student Council is collecting non-
perishable canned goods for the South Belt Leader. 
Students are encouraged to bring canned goods to 
help families in need in the community. Student 
Council members pictured are, left to right, room 
representative Iliana Mealey, room representative 

Atkinson Student Council collects canned goods

Jesse Nguyen, room representative Jade Gallegos, 
room representative Khoi Nguyen, room represen-
tative Martin Nguyen, room representative and 
Treasurer Carol Tran, Secretary Kelly Nguyen, 
Vice President Hayden Marshall, and President 
Leyla Salazar. Photo submitted

Wedding, 
engagement  policies
Wedding writeups must be run in the newspaper, 

not submitted, in the time outlined: 
 From wedding date to six weeks – photo and full arti-
cle; Six weeks to three months – photo and limited infor-
mation; After three months from wedding date – will not 
be run.
 Engagement and wedding announcements are pub-
lished free of charge on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis. 
Information must be submitted by noon on Friday to be 
considered for the next issue.
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14020 Galveston Road 
Suite 180

Webster, Texas  77598
281-218-6744

Catering - 713-412-8807

5968 Fairmont Parkway 
Suite F

Pasadena, Texas  77505
281-487-1400

Catering - 281-979-6846

www.savannahcafeandbakery.comwww.savannahcafeandbakery.com

Call and ask about ourCall and ask about our

COOKIE 
DECORATING

PARTIES
VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL 

YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

WE’RE STILL THE WE’RE STILL THE 
SAME GREAT CAFE & BAKERYSAME GREAT CAFE & BAKERY

Allied Foundations

 281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up) 

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Happy 7th BirthdayHappy 7th Birthday
Kennedy GraceKennedy Grace
ªª  December 15  December 15 ªª

We Love You!We Love You!
Mommy, Daddy, Owen, EvieMommy, Daddy, Owen, Evie
and Grandma “J” & Grandpa and Grandma “J” & Grandpa 

ScarberryScarberry

10 things grieving children want parents to know
 One in 20 children will 
lose a parent by the age of 
18. Most Americans will 
experience the death of 
someone close to them 
before graduating from high 
school.
 Death is a part of life, and 
loss is difficult for everyone, 
but children and teens grieve 
differently than adults. And 
when a child’s grief goes 
unnoticed or isn’t properly 
addressed, the hurt can last a 
lifetime. Data indicates that 
without support, grieving 
children are at a much greater 
risk for depression, suicide, 
poverty and substance abuse.
 “As a society we tend to 
overlook how grief affects 
children, despite the tremen-
dous impact it can have on 
their lives,” said Rebecca 
Deaton, director of Bereave-
ment Services of Hospice 
Care Team, which offers 
Camp Erin® CITY in part-
nership with the Moyer 
Foundation. “But when we 
can provide the support they 
need, it’s truly amazing to 
watch them start to heal and 
learn to hope again.”
 The Moyer Foundation’s 
Camp Erin® Program is the 
nation’s largest network of 
free bereavement camps for 
kids, serving more than 
2,600 children and teens 
annually in 46 locations. 

Since 2012, Hospice Care 
Team has engaged more than 
200 kids (and volunteers).
 “We’re proud to be able 
to help provide comfort, 
hope and healing to grieving 
children in Houston, in part-
nership with Hospice Care 
Team,” said Karen Moyer, 
vice president and co-found-
er of the Moyer Foundation.
 Observed this year on 
Thursday, Nov. 20, Child-
ren’s Grief Awareness Day 
was established to draw 
attention to the unique needs 
and perspective of grieving 
children. Grief support orga-
nizations and families across 
the country mark the day 
each year as a way to remem-
ber loved ones and to raise 
awareness.
 “We have been focused 
on leading a national discus-
sion about childhood be- 
reavement since 2008,” said 
Heather Nesle, president of 
the New York Life Foun-
dation, a primary supporter 
of the Moyer Foundation. 
“We have made great prog-
ress, but this issue needs 
more attention, and we need 
to reach more grieving chil-
dren across the country,” 
said Nesle.
 For those who have a 
grieving child in their life, 
here are a few insights into 
what they might be thinking 

and feeling, and how you 
can help, courtesy of the 
National Alliance for 
Grieving Children.

10 Things Grieving 
Children Want You to 

Know
 1. I want to be told the 
truth.
 Tell grieving children the 
truth, keeping in mind the 
child’s age and maturity 
level and the circumstances 
surrounding the death.
 2. I want to know that 
there will always be some-
one to take care of me.
 Grieving children spend a 
lot of time worrying about 
another person in their life 
who might die. To help alle-
viate this fear, it’s important 
to reassure them that there 
will always be someone in 
their life who will take care 
of them.
 3. My grief is long last-
ing.
 Children will grieve the 
person who died for the rest 
of their lives – they don’t 
“just get over it.” As a result, 
they will often be bewil-
dered when other people in 
their lives seem to move on.
 4. I often cope with grief 
and loss through play.
 Typically, children cannot 
sustain prolonged grief, so 
they use play as a way to 
cope with and to take a 
break.
 5. I will always miss the 
person who died.
 Love doesn’t die – griev-
ing children will miss the 
person they lost for as long 
as they live.
 6. I probably want to 

share my story and talk 
about the person who died.
 Telling their story often 
helps a child heal. Grieving 
children don’t want to forget 
the person who died. They 
also worry that others will 
forget their person, so it’s 
important to share memories 
about the person who died.
 7. I might grieve differ-
ently from other kids.
 Some children might be 
more expressive with their 
grief; some might keep it all 
in. Even siblings grieve dif-
ferently, and it is important 
to honor each child’s story, 
even if it differs from their 
sibling’s.
 8. I probably feel guilty.
 Grieving children will 
often feel pangs of guilt, 
even if it is not justified and 
has no basis in reality.
 9. If I’m acting out, I’m 
probably feeling intense 
emotions of grief.
 Grieving children fre-
quently feel sad, angry, con-
fused, or scared. Because 
they might not know how to 
express these emotions, they 
often end up acting out 
instead.
 10. If you’re not sure 
what I want or what I’m 
feeling, just ask me!
 When in doubt, ask a 
grieving child how you can 
help. They want to talk about 
the person who died, or 
maybe not. They may want 
to write about their grief or 
do some other activity to 
express their feelings.

Childhood Bereavement 
Resources

 Moyer Foundation: www.

moyerfoundation.org
 New York Life Foun-
dation – A Child in Grief: 
http://www.newyorklife.com 
/achild ingrief
 National Alliance for 
Grieving Children: http://
www.nationalallianceforgri 
evingchildren.org/

About The Moyer 
Foundation

 The Moyer Foundation is 
a public, 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization with a mission 
to provide comfort, hope and 
healing to children affected 
by loss and family addiction. 
Founded in 2000 by World 
Series champion pitcher 
Jamie Moyer and his wife, 
Karen, the foundation creat-
ed and supports two signa-
ture programs. Camp Erin® 
is the nation’s largest net-
work of free bereavement 
camps for grieving children 
and teens ages 6-17. Camp 
Mariposa® is a free, first-of-
its-kind program for children 
ages 9-12 impacted by a 
family member’s addiction. 
 For more information on 
the Moyer Foundation and 
its programs, visit http://
www.moyerfoundation.org.
About Hospice Care Team
 Celebrating its 31st year 
in service to the greater 
Galveston Bay area and sur-
rounding communities, HCT 
was one of the first Medicare 
certified hospices in the 
United States. 
 HCT continues its mis-
sion to offer help, hope and 
comfort to those facing a 
terminal diagnosis, as well 
as providing bereavement 
aftercare to their families 
and other grieving adults, 
children and teens in the 
communities served.  
 HCT is currently offering 
holiday grief support groups 
for adults, and has two 
events for grieving children 
scheduled for the holiday 
season as well. For more 
information on HCT, visit 
www.hospice careteam.org.

Upcoming events for Dec. 12-19 at San Jac
 San Jacinto College has 
released its upcoming events 
for Dec. 12-19.

Campus Locations
 • Central campus is 
located at 8060 Spencer 
Highway in Pasadena; South 
campus is located at 13735 
Beamer Road; and North 
campus is located at 5800 
Uvalde Road in Houston

Holiday Mini and 
Spring Registration

 Registration is now open 
for the Holiday Mini 2014 
and Spring 2015 terms. 
Holiday Mini classes begin 
on Dec. 15, and the Spring 
2015 term begins Jan. 19, 
2015. To register, visit http://
www.sanjac.edu/apply-reg 
ister/overview/registration.

Groundbreaking for 
Maritime Training Center

 The San Jacinto College 
community will gather for a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
for the Maritime Training 
Center at 10:40 a.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 12, at 3700 Old 
Highway 146 in La Porte. 
 The ceremony will mark 
the construction of the 
45,000-square-foot Mari-
time Training Center. It will 
house the latest in training 
technology to upgrade mari-
ner skills and prepare the 
next generation of workers.

San Jacinto College 
Commencement

 The San Jacinto College 
Fall 2014 commencement is 
scheduled for 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 14, at Minute Maid 
Park, 501 Crawford Street in 
Houston. Khambrel Marshall 
from KPRC Local 2 will 

serve as the ceremony’s key-
note speaker. 
 For more information, 
visit http://www.sanjac.edu/
student-services/graduation 
-beyond/commencement-cer 
emony.

Winter Holiday
 Most San Jacinto College 
administrative offices will be 

closed Dec. 24, 2014, 
through Jan. 2, 2015, for the 
winter holiday. Holiday 
Mini classes will be held 
during that time.
 For more information 
about San Jacinto College, 
call 281-998-6150, visit 
www.sanjac.edu, or follow 
us on Facebook and Twitter.

BHI seeks 
photos, etc.

 On Jan. 16, 2015, 
Beverly Hills Intermediate 
will celebrate 50 Years of 
Excellence. 
 The school is seeking 
memorabilia and pictures 
from the 1960s through 
the 2000s. If anyone has 
something they would like 
to share, email it to bever-
lyhillsbears@gmail.com. 
 In addition, those who 
would like to share a 
favorite Beverly Hills 
memory may email it to 
beverlyhillsbears@gmail.
com.

Open Garden 
Day Dec. 15

 Harris County Master 
Gardeners at Precinct 2 
will host Open Garden 
Day on Monday, Dec. 15, 
from 8:30 to 11 a.m. at 
Genoa Friendship Garden, 
1202 Genoa Red Bluff 
Road. 
 Beginning at 9:30 a.m., 
master gardeners will 
present educational pro-
grams and a ques-
tion-and-answer session. 
 The event is free and 
children are welcome. For 
details, visit https://hc 
mga.tamu.edu.

The Dobie High School Cheerleaders accept a 
$250 check from Radio Station Mega 101 FM 
to the Pasadena Independent School District 
Athletic Department. Pictured are, left to right, 
(front row) Radio Station Representative Julio 

Dobie cheer accepts check from Mega101FM

Leon, Johnea Blevins, (back row) Tia Joseph, 
Alyssa Murillo, Alexis Corpus, Samantha De 
La Cruz, Megan Cook, Adriana Resendez, Julia 
Lohse and Hannah Brady.
 Photo submitted

Join us on Facebook! Join us on Facebook! 
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

Care Partners meet Dec. 19
 Interfaith Care Part-
ners Ministry group at St. 
Frances Cabrini Catholic 
Church, 10727 Hartsook 
St. (near Almeda Mall), 
a gathering for persons 
with Alzheimer’s, de-
mentia or memory loss, 
meets the third Friday of 
each month from 10 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.
 Gatherings consist of a 
continental breakfast, arts 
and crafts, exercises, en-
tertainment, a singalong, 
a devotional break, lunch, 
and ends with a game. 
 Those who have a fam-
ily member or know of 
someone with these chal-
lenges, are welcome to 
attend. All services are 
provided free of charge. 
An initial interview must 
be conducted by Inter-
faith CarePartners staff to 
welcome new participants 
into this program.
 The next gathering 
will be held in the Moth-
er Cabrini Center at the 

church on Friday, Dec. 19. 
 For more information 
or to register a loved one, 
call Interfaith CarePart-
ners at 713-682-5995 or 
visit the website at www.
interfaithcarepartners.org.
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

USA KARATE - 11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

AFTER SCHOOL 
CARE 

SIGN UP NOW!
COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

District 22-6A Standings
Varsity Girls’ Basketball

(As of Dec. 9)
 Teams  W  L
 Manvel  2 0
 Dawson  2 0
 Dobie  2 1
 Alvin  2 1
 Pearland  1 1
 Rayburn  1 2
 South Houston  1 2
 Memorial  1 2
 Pasadena   0 3

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Roy Shiflett RealtorsShiflett Realtors
          281-481-3733

We’re selling homes for 
TOP DOLLAR $$$

Celebrating
 “44” years!

KIRKWOOD - Beautiful 4/2/2 Updated Thru-out, Lg. Den, Both Formals, Spacious Bedrooms, 
Great Backyard with Covered Patio and Deck, $129,900. Call Troy

Let’s Make YOURS Next!

SAGEMONT - Beautiful 3/2/2 totally remodeled: granite countertops & tile backsplash! Ceramic tiled 
fl oors thru-out! $119,900 A real must see! Call Troy

CUSTOM 4/2/2 SAGEMONT PARK - Completely updated 2 story w/Granite Countertops, Tile 
Backsplash, Beautiful Wood Laminate & Tile Floors! Custom Bath upstairs! Open den w/ Fireplace, 
Both Formals, Lg. Master Downstairs! Huge Backyard! Roof & AC System replaced! $149,900

SOLD IN 2 DAYS
SOLD IN 2 DAYS

KIRKWOOD - Updated & Remodeled 4/3/2, Huge Den and Living Areas, Great Kitchen 
and Baths! Gorgeous Backyard Paradise! Security w/Cameras! $142,500. Call JudySOLD IN 3 DAYS

SOLD IN 3 DAYS

SOLD IN 2 DAYS
SOLD IN 2 DAYS

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Springtime 
Specials

281-481-9683

• V
• H76 Dobie Grad

99 Dobie Grad

e 
WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

2015 soccer schedules released 
Sabino Lozano (10) and the Dobie Long-
horns are in preseason workouts as the 
2015 regular season nears. Dobie fi nished 
fourth in the fi nal 22-5A standings a season 
ago and lost a 2-1 decision to Deer Park  in 
the fi rst round of the playoffs. Lozano, a 
standout as a freshman in 2014, will lead 
the next wave of talent as the Longhorns 
look to challenge 2014 Region III fi nalist 
Pasadena and others for the 22-6A title. 
See Dobie and Clear Brook varsity soccer 
schedules on Page 3B. Of note, Jamie Scott 
will enter her fi rst season as the Lady Wol-
verines’ varsity girls’ soccer coach.

Photo by John Bechtle

DIXIE DELI
DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99

6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

FINGER SANDWICH or PO-BOY TRAYSFINGER SANDWICH or PO-BOY TRAYS
Small Tray (feeds 12)  ................................... $39.95
Large Tray (feeds 22)  ................................... $67.95

CALL ABOUT OUR PARTY TRAYS!CALL ABOUT OUR PARTY TRAYS!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO EVERYONE!HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO EVERYONE!

364A FM 1959 
(between I-45 & Hwy 3)
281-484-3083

Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

SBGSA, SBHLL continue registration;
officials push for early detail handling
 The 2015 spring seasons 
for the Sagemont-Beverly 
Hills Little League and the 
South Belt Girls’ Softball 
Association may seem a 
bit far away, but it’s never 
too early for participants 
to register.
 In fact, offi cials in both 
leagues are encouraging 
players and their families 
to handle the sign-up pro-
cess as early as possible. 
In some cases, that will 
mean a discounted rate.
SBHLL online, in person
 Online registration  op-
portunities are available 
as the Sagemont-Beverly 
Hills Little League wel-
comes players for the 
spring 2015 season.
 Those ages 3 and 4 
(player must be 3 years old 

by Jan. 1, 2015) may reg-
ister for $125 per player. 
Those ages 5 to 16 (player 
must be at least 5 years old 
by April 30, 2015) may 
register for $175 per play-
er.
 All registration fees in-
clude jersey, pants, socks, 
hat and belt. 
 The Challenger division 
offers free registration to 
those children with physi-
cal and mental disabilities, 
age 5 to 18, who wish to 
have the opportunity to 
participate in an organized 
game of baseball in a fun 
and safe environment.  
 The fi rst in-person reg-
istration date is Dec. 17, 
at the SBHLL facility at 
El Franco Lee Park, 9400 
Hall Road. Only cash and 

credit/debit cards will be 
accepted as forms of pay-
ment.
 To register online or to 
learn more about the up-
coming season and key 
dates, visit www.eteamz.
com/sbhll.

SBGSA sets dates
 Like the Sagemont-Bev-
erly Hills Little League, 
the South Belt Girls Soft-
ball Association is offering 
online registration oppor-
tunities at www.eteamz.
com/southbeltgirls.
 The league also has 
one early sign-up date – 
Thursday, Dec. 11, from 
6 to 8 p.m., at El Franco 
Lee Park. Offi cials will be 
available to handle details 
in the concession stand.
 The fee is $55 per play-

er plus inclusion in the 
league’s annual candy 
fundraiser (two boxes of 
candy, $120 total). 
 Those who choose not 
to take part in the candy 
fundraiser will be required 
to pay a $50 buyout fee.
 The league’s in-person 
registration dates at El 
Franco Lee Park includes 
Jan. 10, Jan. 17 and Jan. 
24 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 
Jan. 13, Jan. 15, Jan. 20 
and Jan. 22, each from 6 
to 8 p.m. 
 The fee will be $60 per 
player, in addition to pur-
chasing the candy fund-
raiser or paying the $50 
buyout.
 Forms of payment in-
clude debit card, cred-
it card or cash only. No 
checks will be accepted. 
 Parents are required 
to bring a copy of their 
child’s birth certifi cate to 
the session.
 Any questions about 
the SBGSA registration 
process may be directed 
to southbeltgirlssoftball@
live.com.

LISTING YOUR 
HOME?

GIVE TONI  A CALL!
281-389-6519

CHECK OUT MY WEBSITE! ToniMuse.Net 
Remax Hall of Fame Member, Moving Families For 30 Years!

Five Star Realtor 
Texas Monthly magazine

Cell 281-389-6519
Office 281-997-0726

Gary Green Gary Green 
RealtorsRealtors

Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate

As members of the Clear Brook varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team have spent the early portion of the 
season defi ning their respective roles, sophomore 
David Azore has emerged as the team’s leading 
scorer.                                      Photo by John Bechtle

All league 22-6A FB
to be revealed soon
 The very best of the 
best in District 22-6A are 
about to fi nd out where 
they stand.
 Partially because Man-
vel advanced four rounds 
deep into the playoffs, the 
league’s respective head 
coaches will not meet to 
discuss all-22-6A honor 
selections until Dec. 11.
 Long ago, coaches in-
volved in a majority of 
the team sports decided to 
delay revealing the all-dis-

trict picks until each of the 
four playoff teams from 
a respective district are 
eliminated from conten-
tion.
 Manvel’s eventual loss 
to Katy in the Division II 
Region III championship 
game will now get the ball 
rolling, roughly midway 
through basketball season.
 The Leader will publish 
the District 22-6A football 
selections as soon as they 
become available.

Boys’ tournament play
a hit or miss for locals

loss to eventual tourna-
ment champion Houston 
Sterling as Brook went 

to 2-4. The locals led 
Pearland much of the
Continued on Page 6B

 Now several weeks 
into the regular season 
for both varsity boys’ 
and girls’ basketball 
programs, several local 
squads are still trying 
to determine where they 
stand in the big picture.
 The Dobie boys were 
at Katy Dec. 4-6, while 
the Clear Brook boys 
attended the Krueger/
Carlisle Classic at Clear 
Lake High School over 
the same period. In the 
end, mixed results dot-
ted the ledger for both 
teams.
 The Longhorns, who 
opened District 22-6A 
play against Pearland 
Dec. 9 (see left), entered 
league play at 6-7 after 
going 2-3 at Katy’s Nike 
Invitational.
 Dobie lost a pair of 
pool play games Dec. 4, 
coming up short against 
both Katy Taylor (54-
45) and Summer Creek 
(71-52).
 From there, the Long-
horns downed Kempner 
63-57 and then lost to 
Westside 76-60. In the 
fi nal tournament game 
for Dobie, the locals de-
feated Tompkins 50-45.
 As for Clear Brook, 
the same hit-or-miss 
routine played out a lit-
tle closer to home. The 
Wolverines, who got 
their fi rst win of the sea-
son Dec. 4 against Do-
bie, made it two straight 
victories with a 61-47 
victory over Stafford 
at the Krueger/Carlisle 
Classic.
 Next came a 69-57 

After stealing a Pearland pass, Dobie’s Justin Turner 
(1) heads the other way for a layin, two of his game-
high 18 points as the Longhorns handed Pearland 
a 57-46 loss to open District 22-6A action Dec. 9, at 

Dobie. The Oilers’ Ryan Richie (35) chases Turner 
after losing the basketball. Trailing the play is Do-
bie’s Jason Lester, who added 13 points in the win.

Photo by John Bechtle

Pearland’s late rally
sinks JFD girls 38-36

Turner, Dobie take down Pearland, 57-46
 It’s just one game, the 
fi rst in a string of 16 in all  
as Dobie’s varsity boys’ 
basketball team navigates 
the 2014-2015 District 22-

6A schedule. Yet it’s just 
the way Longhorns’ head 
coach Kevin Cross and his 
team had it planned.
 Senior guard Justin 

Turner used his quickness 
on both ends of the fl oor 
to create problems for the 
Oilers en route to a game-
high 18 points.
 Dobie got off to anoth-
er one of its slow starts, 
trailing 14-5 with just 
over four minutes gone 
in the game, yet bounced 
back to control the action 
for much of the rest of the 
way.
 It was Dobie’s fi rst win 
over Pearland since Dec. 
27, 2011, and the Long-
horns will take it.
 Manvel, a 22-6A title 
contender to be sure yet 
off to a sluggish start this 

season, is up next. The 
Longhorns will take on the 
Mavericks Friday, Dec. 
12, in Manvel at 7 p.m. 
For Cross, it’s just another 
game.
 “We just want to focus 
on these district games one 
at a time, because that’s 
really all you can control 
anyway,” Cross said.
 “It’s a great way to start 
the district race, but it’s 
just one game. Now we 
move on to the next one.”
 Early on against 
Pearland, Cross had to 
be wondering just what it 
takes to get his team off to 
a quicker start.

 Turner came away with 
a steal and basket on the 
game’s second possession, 
but Pearland went on to 
lead 14-5 as Cross was 
forced to burn two early 
timeouts.
 “I’ve tried every lineup 
combination that I can to 
help us get off to a quicker 
start,” Cross said. “We’ve 
gone with the best-playing 
fi ve guys based on position 
from the previous game, 
and nothing has worked. 
We have to fi x that.”
 Luckily, Turner and 
post man Jason Lester 
along with others, were 
there to help. 

 Closing out the fi rst 
quarter on an 8-0 run, Do-
bie got within 14-13 enter-
ing the second quarter.
 Josh Cooper had fi ve 
quick points in the second 
quarter as the Longhorns 
began to fi nd their groove. 
The game then went back 
and forth until just over 
fi ve minutes remained.
 Pearland head coach 
Steve Buckalew’s son, 
Cameron, drained a 
3-pointer to get the Oilers 
within 38-37.
 Dobie’s Isaac Mills and 
Turner combined for back-
to-back drives to push the

Continued on Page 6B

 Pearland’s Jasmine 
Butler had a game-high 19 
points, helping the Lady 
Oilers rally late to defeat 
Dobie, 38-36, in a District 
22-6A girls’ basketball 
contest Dec. 9 at Pearland.
 Dobie, making a bid 
to begin league play at 
3-0, led by four entering 
the fourth quarter before 
Pearland climbed back for 
the win. The Lady Long-

horns got 11 points from 
Jade Giron and 10 more 
from Mykayla Scott.
 On Dec. 5, the Lady 
Longhorns scored a 32-
21 win over Memorial 
as Patrice Jackson led all 
scorers with 13.
 The Lady Longhorns 
will face defending state 
champion Manvel Friday, 
Dec. 12, at Dobie. Game 
time is 7 p.m.

$10 OFF
Any Fluid 

Flush
B

Power Steering 

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer 
or discount. Expires 3-15-15
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REPAIRS
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PISD Intermediate Basketball
Boys’ Standings

Eighth-Grade Light
 Teams  W  L
 Beverly Hills 2 0
 Bondy 2 0
 Thompson 2 0
 Miller 2 0
 San Jacinto 1 1
 Jackson 1 1
 Southmore 0 2  
 Queens 0 2
 Park View 0 2
 South Houston 0 2

Weekly Scores
Beverly Hills 69, Park View 25

Thompson 57, South Houston 41
Jackson 52, Queens 29

Bondy 47, Southmore 33
Miller 34, San Jacinto 33

Seventh-Grade Light
 Teams  W  L
 Park View 2 0  
 San Jacinto 2 0 
 Bondy 1 1
 Beverly Hills 1 1
 South Houston 1 1
 Thompson 1 1  
 Southmore 1 1 
 Queens 1 1
 Jackson  0 2
 Miller 0 2

Weekly Scores
Queens 31, Jackson 15

Southmore 44, Bondy 34
Park View 45, Beverly Hills 35

San Jacinto 51, Miller 6
Thompson 41, South Houston 24

Eighth-Grade Dark
 Teams  W  L
 Bondy 2 0
 Thompson 2 0
 Beverly Hills 2 0 
 Southmore 1 1
 Miller 1 1
 Jackson 1 1
 San Jacinto 1 1 
 Queens 0 2
 Park View 0 2 
 South Houston 0 2

Weekly Scores
Jackson 31, Queens 13

Bondy 33, Southmore 29
Beverly Hills 33, Park View 11

San Jacinto 24, Miller 11
Thompson 38, South Houston 16

Seventh-Grade Dark
 Teams  W  L
 Bondy 2 0
 Thompson 2 0
 Beverly Hills 2 0
 San Jacinto 2 0
 South Houston 1 1
 Queens 1 1  
  Southmore 0 2
 Jackson 0 2 
 Miller 0 2 
 Park View 0 2 

Weekly Scores
Queens 16, Jackson 11

Bondy 35, Southmore 11
Beverly Hills 38, Park View 12

San Jacinto 29, Miller 10
Thompson 31, South Houston 22

PISD Intermediate Basketball
Girls’ Standings

Eighth-Grade Light
 Teams  W  L
 Thompson 2 0
 San Jacinto 2 0
 Bondy 2 0
 South Houston 1 1
 Jackson 1 1
 Beverly Hills 1 1  
 Queens 1 1
 Southmore 0 2
 Miller 0 2
 Park View 0 2

Weekly Scores
Beverly Hills 17, Park View 15

Thompson 27, South Houston 17
San Jacinto 18, Miller 15
Queens 13, Jackson 12
Bondy 60, Southmore 5

Seventh-Grade Light
 Teams  W  L
 Thompson 2 0
 Beverly Hills 2 0
 Bondy 2 0  
 South Houston 1 1
 Southmore 1 1 
 San Jacinto 1 1
 Queens 1 1
 Jackson 0 2  
 Park View 0 2 
 Miller 0 2

Weekly Scores
Beverly Hills 43, Park View 25

Thompson 16, South Houston 8
Queens 31, Jackson 7

Bondy 34, Southmore 12
San Jacinto 16, Miller 14

Eighth-Grade Dark
 Teams  W  L
 Bondy 2 0
 Jackson 2 0
 Thompson 2 0
 South Houston 1 1
 Southmore 1 1 
 Beverly Hills 1 1
 Miller 1 1
 Queens 0 2
 San Jacinto 0 2
 Park View 0 2 
 Weekly Scores

Beverly Hills 12, Park View 10
Thompson 23, South Houston 18

Jackson 22, Queens 12
Bondy 36, Southmore 6
Miller 14, San Jacinto 7

Seventh-Grade Dark
 Teams  W  L
 Bondy 2 0
 Beverly Hills 2 0
 Thompson 2 0
 South Houston 1 1
 San Jacinto 1 1 
 Southmore 1 1
  Jackson 1 1
 Miller 0 2 
 Park View 0 2 
 Queens 0 2  

Weekly Scores
Jackson 12, Queens 4

Bondy 27, Southmore 25
Beverly Hills 30, Park View 4

San Jacinto 11, Miller 9
Thompson 13, South Houston 12

The Knights of the South Belt Youth Soccer Club were crowned 
champions of the J1 Under-11 division after putting together 
a terrifi c season. Members of the team are, left to right, (front 
row) Fredis Alvarez, Jahir Arias, Eric Romero, Bryce Cowsert, 

Cristian Sepulveda, Jonell Bonilla, (back row) coach Chris Allan, 
Giovanni Anaya, Joshua Platero, Fernando Carrera, Mekhi Or-
tega, Antonio Lira, John Allan and coach Billy Romero.

Knights crowned champions of SBYSC U-11 J1 division

 San Jacinto College 
sophomore volleyball 
players Ana Helena Ri-
beiro, Kacey LeBlanc and 
Hannah McRee, along 
with freshmen Brianna 
Moten and Hannah Baker, 
were all named to a Re-
gion XIV all-conference 
team. 
 Ribeiro, LeBlanc and 
Moten all earned fi rst-
team honors, while McRee 
and Baker were named to 
the second team.
 “This year’s team was 
a great group,” said head 
coach Sharon Nelson, who 
just completed her 13th 
year at the helm of the San 
Jacinto College volleyball 
program. 
 “Several different play-
ers stepped up to be the 
hero of the night through-
out the year, contributing 
to the success of our sea-
son.”
 Ribeiro, a middle 
blocker, averaged 12.15 
kills and 0.72 blocks per 
set, while hitting .294, this 
season. 
 She was third on the 
squad in total blocks with 
44. Ribeiro fi nished the 
year ranked as the second 
best student-athlete in the 
region’s South Zone.
 “Ana brings a great deal 
to the fl oor and the team, 
whether it’s while she’s 
playing or in a support-
ing role from the sideline 
during her injury time,” 
noted Nelson. 
 “She added a sense of 
urgency to our play.”

 Joining Ribeiro on the 
fi rst team were libero/
defensive specialist Le-
Blanc and middle blocker 
Moten. 
 LeBlanc was named the 
conference Libero of the 
Year after leading the team 
in digs per set with a 3.82 
mark. She was also second 

on the San Jac team with 
22 service aces.
 “Kacey did a fantastic 
job in the defensive posi-
tion all season, as well as 
provided the team with 
sophomore leadership,” 
commented Nelson. 
 “She is very deserving 
of the prestigious honor of 

Libero of the Year. We are 
incredibly proud of her.”
 Moten earned the 
league’s Newcomer of the 
Year honors. 
 She was second on 
the team with 114 total 
blocks, a mark that ranked 
39th in the nation, and a 
1.19 blocks per set aver-

age, 21st in the country.
 “Bri is a dynamic mid-
dle who came in and 
worked hard to make her 
presence known,” noted 
Nelson. 
 “She did a great job of 
establishing herself early 
in the matches, helping 
our team open up more of-
fensive options.”
 Baker and McRee were 
named to the all-confer-
ence second-team after 
outstanding seasons. Bak-
er, a setter from Bellville, 
averaged 5.39 and 1.76 
digs assists per game. 
 Baker was named con-
ference Setter of the Week 
twice this season. 
 McRee, a middle block-
er from Uvalde, led the 
team in total blocks with 
128 (1.24 per set). She 
also hit .258 with a 1.74 
kills per set average.
 San Jacinto College fi n-
ished the regular season 
ranked 13th in the country 
with a 21-13 overall re-
cord. 
 For more information 
about San Jacinto Col-
lege athletics, visit sanjac 
sports.com.

At left, San Jacinto Col-
lege sophomore Kacey 
LeBlanc was named 
to the all-Region XIV 
fi rst team and was also 
the league’s Libero of 
the Year. On the court 
with her is teammate 
Kezia Boyer. 

Photo courtesy SJC

SJC volleyball’s LeBlanc leads all-regions picks

 Daniel Justin Casas 
picked up his fi rst bowl-
ing ball at the age of 
7.  
 More than a decade 
later, Casas, a senior 
at Clear Brook High 
School, has been select-
ed by the Texas United 
States Bowling Congress 
as a Texas Hall of Honor 
inductee for 2015.
 Texas USBC honors 
up to two senior boys and 
two senior girls based 
on scholastic average, 
participation in other ac-
tivities, bowling achieve-
ments-league, and partic-
ipation in tournaments. 
 The organization also 
considers offi ces held 
in leagues or associa-
tion, honors or awards in 
bowling or other organi-
zations, high individual 
game and series, as well 
as the number of years in 
the youth bowling pro-
gram. 
  Casas bowled a high 
game of 299, and his 
high average for the sea-
son is 206.  
 He captured fi rst place 
in the Texas State and 
Houston Youth Leaders 
Ghostly Tournament, as 
well as the Greater Hous-
ton USBC Youth Cham-
pionships in singles.  
 As captain of the 
Clear Brook High School 
bowling team, Casas 
advanced to the state fi -

nals in Texas High School 
Bowling.  
 A certifi ed Level 1 
coach for bowling, Casas 
also assists in coaching 
the Special Olympics Bay 
Area Heat team. 
 Casas is currently the 
president of the Texas 
Youth Leaders and a mem-
ber of the Greater Houston 
Youth Leaders, Houston 
Travel League, Houston 
Invitational Scratch and 
the AMF Alpha Scholar-
ship League. 
 This well-rounded stu-
dent is also proud to be the 
cadet major in JROTC.  
 Casas has earned an 
academic scholarship for 
receiving the Texas Hall 
of Honor award – the third 
Wolverine bowler to be 
recognized as a Texas Hall 
of Honor member.  The 
fi rst was Charles Smoot III 
in 2009, and Ashley Law-
ley was honored in 2011.

At right, Clear Brook 
High School senior 
bowler D.J. Casas has 
been selected by the 
Texas United States 
Bowling Congress as 
a Texas Hall of Honor 
inductee for 2015. A 
multi-time state level 
performer at the high 
school level, Casas has 
shared his spare time in 
a variety of roles within 
the youth bowling com-
munity.

Casas, Brook bowler, to enter H/FSouth Belt area sports news, notes
JFD baseball boosters to meet

  After a short break for the holiday season, mem-
bers of the Dobie Diamond Club, the school’s offi cial 
baseball booster organization, will hit the ground run-
ning in preparation for the spring 2015 season.
 The club’s next meeting is set for Wednesday, Jan. 
7, 2015, in the annex, located near the athletics weight 
room. Parents of both returning and fi rst-year players 
are encouraged to attend the 7 p.m. meeting, and play-
ers are also invited to attend and have input.
 With the regular season set to begin in February, 
2015, club offi cials will begin making plans for that 
time, including tournament trips, etc. For more infor-
mation, submit questions to dobiediamond@gmail.
com.

  Clear Brook FB’s toy drive
 Members of the Clear Brook varsity football pro-
gram are getting into the spirit of things for the holi-
day season. Players will be front and center, helping 
out during an all-you-can-eat charity breakfast at Cafe 
Adobe Saturday, Dec. 20, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
 The restaurant is located at 1330 West Bay Area 
Blvd., in Friendswood. Visitors will be asked to do-
nate $5 per meal in addition to a donated item. Clear 

Brook’s focus this year is a toy drive.
 Proceeds and donations from the event will go 
to benefi t the H.E.A.R.T. (Housing, Entrepreneur-
ship And Readiness Training) charity, which was 
developed to promote structured independence for 
those living with developmental disabilities by pro-
viding innovative education, training, housing and 
employment programs. For more information about 
H.E.A.R.T., visit www.heartprogram.org.
 For more information about Clear Brook involve-
ment and how to assist, call booster club members 
Felecia Williams  at 832-703-2410, Kelly Chapman 
at 713-857-3404 or Nadine Guzman at 832-489-1649.
Booster Club.

12-under select baseball tryouts
 An existing 12-under select baseball team is seek-
ing players for the upcoming United States Special-
ty Sports Association and Nations Baseball seasons. 
Call coach Craig Redmon at 281-236-5112.

Brook staff to fi ll FB post
 The task of fi lling Clear Brook High School’s var-
sity football head coach and male athletic coordina-
tor’s position is underway. Longtime head coach Paul 
Lanier is soon set to retire, according to sources.
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THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 11
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – Second Thursday 
of the month, 9:30 a.m., Praise Chapel, 18516 Highway 3 in 
Webster. Public welcome and encouraged to bring others. For 
information, call 281-910-1971.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American Business 
Women’s Association-South meets the second Thursday of 
each month, Golden Corral, 9115 Broadway, Pearland. Lunch 
is 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost is $20 and includes networking 
with professional business women, lunch and guest speaker. 
Women of all ages and occupations are invited. Bring plenty 
of business cards. Reservations appreciated. Visit www.seen-
abwa.org.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous, noon, 2245 N. Main (building next to 
pawn shop). For information, call 713-856-1611.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise for 
individuals with Parkinson’s disease, 4 to 5 p.m., Kindred Re-
habilitation Hospital Clear Lake, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., 
Webster. Call 713-313-1652 or visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
list of all services.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group of Narcotics 
Anonymous, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518) at the First Presbyterian Church in the youth building 
on the Westminster side. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 p.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, 
Room 215. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends 
and family members of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday at 7 
p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 

Pasadena, room 208. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
8:30 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings 
are held Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and 
Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 
Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous, noon, Shepherd of the Heart United Method-
ist Church, 12005 County Road 39, Pearland. For information, 
call 713-856-1611.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides sup-
port for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 6 p.m., room 215, First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 
281-487-8787, or just in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics 
Anonymous, open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., (Hwy 35), in 
building next to pawn shop. For more information, call 713-
856-1611.

8 p.m.
Pasadena Little Theatre –Presents The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever, a comedy by Barbara Robinson, directed 
by Craig Trauschke. Performances are weekends through 
Dec. 21. Friday and Saturday performances are at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday at 3 p.m. Tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for 
seniors and students. One special-priced Admit Two for $15 is 
Thursday, Dec. 18, 8 p.m. For reservations, call 713-941-1758 
or reserve online at http://www.pasadenalittletheatre.org/. 
4318 Allen-Genoa Road. Credit cards accepted.

8 p.m.
Clear Creek Community Theatre – Presents Miracle on 
34th Street, the perennial Christmas classic story of a little 
old man named Kris Kringle, living in a retirement home, who 

gets a job working as Santa for Macy’s. Kris unleashes waves 
of good will with Macy’s customers in the commercial world 
of New York City by referring parents to other stores to fi nd 
exactly the toy their child has asked for. This production is 
adapted by Mountain Community Theater from the novel by 
Valentine Davies and based upon the Twentieth Century Fox 
motion picture. Performances are weekends through through 
Dec. 21. Friday and Saturday performances are at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 2:30 p.m. There are additional Saturday matinee 
performances on Dec. 13 and Dec. 20 at 2:30 p.m. From 1 
to 2 p.m., prior to each matinee, Santa Claus will be in the 
lobby listening to Christmas wishes and available for photos. 
Call the box offi ce at 281-335-5228 to reserve your tick-
ets, or purchase tickets and Santa pictures online at www.
clearcreekcommunitytheatre.com. 18091 Upper Bay Road in 
Nassau Bay.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, Saturdays, 
7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics 
Anonymous, open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., (Hwy 35), in 
building next to pawn shop. For more information, call 713-
856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons 
whose lives are affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy, Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or 
just drop in.

2:30 p.m.
Clear Creek Community Theatre – Presents Miracle on 34th 
Street. Performances are weekends through through Dec. 21. 
Friday and Saturday performances are at 8 p.m. and Sunday 
at 2:30 p.m. There are additional Saturday matinee perfor-
mances on Dec. 13 and Dec. 20 at 2:30 p.m. From 1 to 2 p.m., 
prior to each matinee, Santa Claus will be in the lobby listen-
ing to Christmas wishes and available for photos. Call the box 
offi ce at 281-335-5228 to reserve your tickets, or purchase 

tickets and Santa pictures online at www.clearcreekcommuni-
tytheatre.com. 18091 Upper Bay Road in Nassau Bay.

8 p.m.
Pasadena Little Theatre –Presents The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever, a comedy by Barbara Robinson, directed 
by Craig Trauschke. Performances are weekends through 
Dec. 21. Friday and Saturday performances are at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday at 3 p.m. Tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for 
seniors and students. One special-priced Admit Two for $15 is 
Thursday, Dec. 18, 8 p.m. For reservations, call 713-941-1758 
or reserve online at http://www.pasadenalittletheatre.org/. 
4318 Allen-Genoa Road. Credit cards accepted.

8 p.m.
Clear Creek Community Theatre – Presents Miracle on 34th 
Street. Performances are weekends through through Dec. 21. 
Friday and Saturday performances are at 8 p.m. and Sunday 
at 2:30 p.m. There are additional Saturday matinee perfor-
mances on Dec. 13 and Dec. 20 at 2:30 p.m. From 1 to 2 p.m., 
prior to each matinee, Santa Claus will be in the lobby listen-
ing to Christmas wishes and available for photos. Call the box 
offi ce at 281-335-5228 to reserve your tickets, or purchase 
tickets and Santa pictures online at www.clearcreekcommuni-
tytheatre.com. 18091 Upper Bay Road in Nassau Bay.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. For information, call 281-
487-8787.

2:30 p.m.
Clear Creek Community Theatre – Presents Miracle on 34th 
Street. Performances are weekends through through Dec. 21. 
Friday and Saturday performances are at 8 p.m. and Sunday 
at 2:30 p.m. There are additional Saturday matinee perfor-
mances on Dec. 13 and Dec. 20 at 2:30 p.m. From 1 to 2 p.m., 
prior to each matinee, Santa Claus will be in the lobby listen-
ing to Christmas wishes and available for photos. Call the box 
offi ce at 281-335-5228 to reserve your tickets, or purchase 
tickets and Santa pictures online at www.clearcreekcommuni-
tytheatre.com. 18091 Upper Bay Road in Nassau Bay.

Continued on Page 4B
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Brook High School
Varsity Boys Soccer Schedule

 Date Opponent Time
 Dec. 27 at Dobie scrimm. (Pas. Vet.) 9 a.m.

 Jan. 2 Cy-Creek srimm.  7 p.m.

 Jan. 3 Brook alumni game  TBA

 Jan. 8-10 at Klein Showcase  TBA

 Jan. 16 Baytown Lee  7 p.m.

 Jan. 20 Santa Fe  7 p.m.

 Jan. 26 *at La Porte  7 p.m.

 Jan. 30 *at Clear Creek  7 p.m.

 Feb. 3 *Dickinson  7 p.m.

 Feb. 6 *at Clear Lake  7 p.m.

 Feb. 10 *at Clear Springs  7 p.m.

 Feb. 14 *Clear Falls  10 a.m.

 Feb. 17 *at Brazoswood  7 p.m.

 Feb. 20 *Friendswood  7 p.m.

 Feb. 24 *Clear Creek  7 p.m.

 Feb. 27 *at Dickinson  7 p.m.

 March 3 *Clear Lake  7 p.m.

 March 6 *Clear Springs  7 p.m.

 March 10 *at Clear Falls  7 p.m.

 March 13 *Brazoswood  7 p.m.

 March 16 *at Friendswood  7 p.m.

 * District 24-6A games

Brook High School
Varsity Girls Soccer Schedule

 Date Opponent Time
 Jan. 3 at GC Memorial scrimm.  TBA

 Jan. 8-10 at The Woodlands tourn.  TBA

 Jan. 15-17 at Katy I-10  Shootout  TBA

 Jan. 20 at Texas City  7 p.m.

 Jan. 26 *at La Porte  7 p.m.

 Jan. 30 *Clear Creek  7 p.m.

 Feb. 3 *at Dickinson  7 p.m.

 Feb. 6 *Clear Lake  7 p.m.

 Feb. 10 *Clear Springs  7 p.m.

 Feb. 13 *at Clear Falls  10 a.m.

 Feb. 17 *Brazoswood  7 p.m.

 Feb. 20 *at Friendswood  7 p.m.

 Feb. 24 *at Clear Creek  7 p.m.

 Feb. 27 *Dickinson  7 p.m.

 March 3 *at Clear Lake  7 p.m.

 March 6 *at Clear Springs  7 p.m.

 March 10 *Clear Falls  7 p.m.

 March 13 *at Brazoswood  7 p.m.

 March 16 *Friendswood  7 p.m.

 * District 24-6A games

Dobie High School
Varsity Boys Soccer Schedule

 Date Opponent Time
 Dec. 27 Brook scrimm. (Pas. Vet.)  9 a.m.

 Jan. 2 at Klein srimm.  2 p.m.

 Jan. 6 at Morton Ranch scrimm.  7:30 p.m.

 Jan. 8 Bellaire (The Rig)  2 p.m.

 Jan. 9 Hightower (at Pas. Vet.)  noon

 Jan. 10 Hanna (The Rig)   noon

 Jan. 13 at Cinco Ranch  7:30 p.m.

 Jan. 16 *Pearland (Veterans)  4 p.m.

 Jan. 20 *at Manvel  7 p.m.

 Jan. 27 *Pasadena (Veterans)  7 p.m.  
 Jan. 30 *South Houston (Veterans) 4 p.m.

 Feb. 3 *Dawson (Veterans)  5 p.m.

 Feb. 6 *at Alvin  7 p.m.

 Feb. 11 *Rayburn (Veterans)  7 p.m.

 Feb. 14 *Memorial (Veterans)  noon

 Feb. 17 *at Pearland (The Rig)  7 p.m.

 Feb. 20 *Manvel (Veterans)  4 p.m.

 Feb. 27 *Pasadena (Veterans)  6 p.m.

 March 3 *South Houston (Veterans) 6 p.m.

 March 6 *at Dawson  7 p.m.

 March 11 *Alvin (Veterans)  7 p.m.

 March 14 *Rayburn (Veterans)  noon

 March 16 *Memorial (Veterans)  6 p.m.

 * District 22-6A games

Dobie High School
Varsity Girls Soccer Schedule

 Date Opponent Time
 Jan. 2 at Texas City srimm.  TBA

 Jan. 8-10 at Kingwood Park tourn.  TBA

 Jan. 16 *at Pearland (The Rig)  7 p.m.

 Jan. 19 *Manvel (Veterans)   5 p.m.

 Jan. 26 *Pasadena (Veterans)  7 p.m.  
 Jan. 30 *South Houston (Veterans) 6 p.m.

 Feb. 3 *at Dawson  7 p.m.

 Feb. 6 *Alvin (Veterans)  6 p.m.

 Feb. 10 *Rayburn (Veterans)  5 p.m.

 Feb. 14 *Memorial (Veterans)  10 a.m.

 Feb. 17 *Pearland (Veterans)  5 p.m.

 Feb. 20 *at Manvel  7 p.m.

 Feb. 27 *Pasadena (Veterans)  8 p.m.

 March 4 *South Houston (Veterans) 7 p.m.

 March 6 *Dawson (Veterans)  6 p.m.

 March 10 *at Alvin  7 p.m.

 March 14 *Rayburn (Veterans)  10 a.m.

 March 16 *Memorial (Veterans)  noon

 * District 22-6A games

 Jonathan Nuncio and 
Giovani Solis were the 
stars of the show for 
Thompson, leading the 
school’s eighth-grade 
boys’ cross-country team 
to a second-place fi nish at 
the Pasadena ISD’s 2-mile 
meet Dec. 4.

GAT 8s are second
 Nuncio won the sprint 
to the fi nish line, winning 
top overall medalist hon-
ors in a time of 12 min-
utes, 50 seconds. 
 San Jacinto’s Eric Gon-
zales, who helped the 
Tigers to the team cham-
pionship with a low of 
46 points, was second at 
12:54, and Solis was third 
at 12:55. Thompson’s sec-
ond-place team total was 
75.
 Elsewhere for the Li-
ons, Justin Lavinier’s time 
of 13:53 was 21st over-
all, with teammate Trevor 
Hondros 22nd at 13:55. 
Thompson’s fi fth and fi nal 
offi cial scorer was Robin 
Gergis, who was 28th at 
14:12.
 The Lions also had 
Marco Velasquez (14:18), 
Sebastian Gaona (14:20), 
Cristian Vela (14:35), Vic-
tor Nguyen (14:51), Alex 
Hernandez (14:55), Bran-

SJC women’s hoops grabs fi rst-ever national ranking

Showing marked improvement, the San Jacinto College wom-
en’s basketball team is ranked 13th in the nation by the Na-
tional Junior College Athletic Association for the week of Dec. 
1. “As far as I know, this is the fi rst time in the college’s his-
tory for the women’s basketball program to achieve a national 
ranking,” said head coach Brenita Williams Jackson. “It’s a 
testament to the teamwork, hustle, and focus of this team.” San 
Jac owns an overall record of 8-2, 1-1 in conference play fol-
lowing a loss to third-ranked Trinity Valley Community Col-
lege. “We are blessed and humbled by the national ranking,” 
Jackson remarked. “Our team is deep, and everybody plays 
and produces, which makes us hard to defend.” Sophomore 
guard Kendra Howard leads the team in scoring at 16 points 
per game, followed by freshman forward Anika Nottingham 
with 11.8 points per game. Howard also leads on defense, aver-

aging 3.4 steals per game, followed by sophomore guard Nekei-
ta Bailey with 2.9 steals per game. The top rebounder is sopho-
more post Jameela McCarthy with 10.3 rebounds per game. 
“A lot of blood, sweat and tears went into the preseason, and I 
am happy these girls are seeing their hard work and dedication 
paying off,” Jackson said. “We are not satisfi ed and will keep 
pushing to be great. We hope to see our community continue 
to support these young ladies.” All of the women’s basketball 
games are free and open to the public, and are played in Nich-
ols Gym at the North campus, 5800 Uvalde Road. For more 
information, visit sanjacsports.com. Above, players currently 
leading the way for SJC include, left to right, (front row) Sarah 
Davis, Nottingham, Bailey, Howard, (back row) McCarthy, Ra-
ven Wilson, Alex Kochner and Brittani Austin.

don Julks (15:10), Jon 
Moreno (15:35) and Isaac 
Mestizo (15:56) running 
well for them.

BHI 8s take seventh
 The Beverly Hills 
eighth-grade boys’ team 
wound up with 226 place-
ment points, fi nishing sev-
enth in the 10-team stand-
ings.
 The Bears were led by 
Jason Ramirez, who at 
14:16 was 30th overall. 
Next up was Illsen Urrutia 
and his time of 14:18 for 
33rd place.
 Joseph Hernandez fi n-
ished the race at 14:21 for 
35th overall, and Khang 
Tran’s time of 14:57 was 
58th. The Bears’ fi fth scor-
er was Hector Anaya, in at 
15:14 for 70th place.
 Others who competed 
well for the Bears includ-
ed Trevor Pervis (15:38), 
David Le (15:59), Frank-
lin Villalobos (16:33) and 
Phi Dahn (17:13).

Lions’ 7s place fi fth
 In the seventh-grade 
division, San Jacinto and 
Bondy went head-to-head, 
with San Jacinto winning 
the overall team title with 
a low of 48 points. Bon-
dy’s 52 was second, with 
South Houston third at 

107.
 Thompson’s 142-point 
total was fi fth-best, and 
Beverly Hills was 10th 
with just four runners in 
the meet.
 Trevon Washington 
continued his solid indi-
vidual season for San Ja-
cinto, covering the 2-mile 
course in a time of 12:25 
for the win. 
 As for the Lions, Kel-
vin Gardner was fi rst to 
the fi nish line as his time 
of 13:52 was ninth overall.
 Jonathan Mendez 
(14:23) was 16th, and 
Noah Gonzalez had a time 
of 14:46 for 24th place.
 Daniel Garza (29th at 
14:54) and Jalen Gonzalez 
(64th at 16:16) rounded 
out the scoring.
 Others who competed 
for Thompson included 
Jose Segovia (16:24), 
Milow Lozano (16:32), 
Jordan Velasquez (17:50), 
Justin Tao (17:52) and Jon-
athan Resendez (18:26).

BHI gives its all
 The Bears’ seventh-
grade runners included 
Brian Orozco (15:29), Ed-
uardo Benavides (16:00), 
Gabriel Borrego (17:31) 
and Chris Camacho 
(18:14). 

 Thompson’s Dani-
elle Colunga was the star 
among starts at the Pasa-
dena ISD’s intermediate 
cross-country meet Dec. 
4, making her way along 
the 2-mile course in a time 
of 14 minutes, 47 seconds 
to win top overall medalist 
honors.
 Colunga’s outstanding 
race was one of the big 
stories along with Bondy’s 
pair of team wins in the 
seventh- and eighth-grade 
teams. 
 Bondy easily won both 
team crowns, scoring 
lows of 23 points in the 
eighth-grade race and 47 
at the seventh-grade lev-
el. 
 South Houston’s 93 
points were good for sec-
ond in the eighth-grade 
race, and Southmore was 
second in the seventh-
grade jaunt with 108 
points.
 Colunga led the way 
for Thompson’s seventh-
grade squad, which was 
eighth with 216 points. 
Beverly Hills was 10th.
 In the eighth-grade 
standings, Thompson’s 
205 points was seventh, 
and Beverly Hills was 
again 10th.
GAT’s sevens go eighth

 After Colunga, it was a 
while before another Lady 
Lion found her way to the 
fi nish line. Hallie Nelms 
was 36th with a time of 
17:19, and she was fol-
lowed by teammate Carrie 
Cubos, 44th at 17:30.
 Seleste Martinez was 

GAT’s Colunga wins girls’ CC championship
Miah Muniz (18:27), Mo-
nique Durham (19:02) and 
Celine Espinoza (19:48) 
also ran well for the team.
 The Lady Bears’ 

eighth-grade team was led 
to the fi nish line by Nata-
lie Armenta, who was 12th 
at 15:45.2.
 Alana Ortega (17:39), 

Krystalyn Garcia (18:40), 
Maribel Garza (19:10), 
Valeria Ramos (20:04) 
and Paulina Garza (20:54) 
were also in the race.

55th at 18:05, and Miranda 
Serrano was Thompson’s 
fi nal scorer, 80th at 19:24. 
The Lady Lions also re-
ceived a great effort from 
Faith Johnson (20:53).

BHI 7s place 10th
 The Beverly Hills sev-
enth-grade team put to-
gether a team effort, even-
tually taking 10th.
 Zoe Hernandez had a 
terrifi c race for Beverly 
Hills, placing ninth at 
15:56.
 Sadie Capuchino was 
next for the Lady Bears, 
taking 50th place with a 
time of 17:43.26.
 The Lady Bears’ oth-
er two scorers included 
Charlize Tamayo (62nd at 
18:17.33) and Vanessa Vil-
lareal (74th at 18:38).
 Beverly Hills’ other 
racers included Allie Park-
er (19:18), Ambar Robles 
(20:31) and Elizabeth 
Mendoza (21:17).

GAT 8s are seventh
 The Lady Lions’ 
eighth-grade team wound 
up seventh in the mix, with 
Beverly Hills 10th.
 Thompson was paced 
by Megan Glass, whose 
time of 16:38.9 was 26th 
in the fi nal individual 
standings.
 Melody Le of Thomp-
son was 28th as she 
clocked in at 16:42. The 
Lady Lions’ other three 
scorers were Michaela 
Munoz (38th at 17:04), 
Tonya Montgomery (53rd 
at 17:40) and Stephanie 
Martinez (60th at 17:51).
 Asia Muniz (18:21), 

PISD runners excel

Members of Dobie 
High School varsity 
boys’ soccer team, 
from left, Nixon Mel-
gar, Jorge Martinez 
and goalkeeper Rodri-
go Fuentes celebrated 
a shootout victory 
over the Pearland Oil-
ers. The win helped 
Dobie secure a playoff 
berth. With a new sea-
son set to begin just 
days into next year, 
the Longhorns are ea-
ger to make another 
strong run as a good 
portion of the starting 
lineup returns. The 
Longhorns will be led 
by second-year head 
coach Justo Manrique.

Photo by John Bechtle
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Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337281-484-4337

ESTATE SALE

Looking to 
Improve your 
yard the easy 

way!
Call the
Leader 

advertisers 
for your 
Lawn & 
Garden!
11555 

Beamer
281-481-5656

Need Help 

    Finding Your 

   Dream Home?

Let the Leader

Classifi eds

Be Your

Guide!

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 
Beamer 

281-
481-5656

LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 3B

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
3 p.m. 

Pasadena Little Theatre –Presents The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, a 
comedy by Barbara Robinson, directed by Craig Trauschke. Performances are 
weekends through Dec. 21. Friday and Saturday performances are at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 3 p.m. Tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for seniors and students. One 
special-priced Admit Two for $15 is Thursday, Dec. 18, 8 p.m. For reservations, 
call 713-941-1758 or reserve online at http://www.pasadenalittletheatre.org/. 
4318 Allen-Genoa Road. Credit cards accepted.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, Sundays, 5:30 p.m., 
Chapel of the Educational Building at Life Church in Houston, 9900 Almeda 
Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for information or to RSVP for child care.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Candlelight Meeting, Sunday, 6:30 p.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous NA 
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland (building next to pawn shop). 
For more information, call 713-856-1611.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays, 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15
8:30 a.m.

Harris County Master Gardeners – Open Garden Day, with Harris County 
Master Gardeners at Precinct 2, 8:30 to 11 a.m., at the Genoa Friendship 
Garden, 1202 Genoa Red Bluff Road. Master Gardeners will be available to 
answer gardening questions. Free, children welcome. For details, visit https://
hcmga.tamu.edu.

10 a.m.
Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays 10 to 11 a.m. Literature Study. In His Presence 
Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall 
in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for information, or just drop in.

10:30 a.m.
Seniors and Law Enforcement Together – SALT holds monthly meetings, 
10:30 a.m., Madison Jobe Senior Citizens Center, 1700 East Thomas St. in 
Pasadena, third Monday of each month. No meeting in December. January 
meeting is on the second Monday. Meetings teach seniors how to avoid identity 
theft, scams, fraud, etc. Police officers and sheriffs may be in attendance. Free. 
Refreshments served. Meetings start timely and are one hour or less. For infor-
mation, call 713-477-0175.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter 
through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409- 454-5720 for information, or 
just drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets at noon at 2245 N. Main (building next to pawn shop). For 
more information, call 713-856-1611.

2 p.m.
Genealogy Group – The Parker Williams Genealogy Group meets from 2 to 4 
p.m. on the fi rst and third Mondays of each month at the Parker Williams Library, 
Beamer at Scarsdale. The public is invited to attend. For information, email Liz 
Hicks at erootrot@usa.net. 

3:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech therapy from 
3:30 to 5 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., 
Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered. For 
adults with Parkinson’s disease only.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Mondays at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua, 6 p.m. Come and 
improve crossword game playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 for more information.

6:30 p.m.
New Directions Singles – Group for ages 55 and up meets on the first and third 
Mondays for a potluck dinner at 6:30 p.m. at the Webster Presbyterian Church, 
201 W NASA Parkway in Webster. There are many other activities thoughout the 
month. For further information, call Bambi at 281-795-4514 or Mary at 281-337-
2589.

6:30 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – meets Mondays at St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway (FM 518). Enter door closest to 
recycling bins. For more information, call 713-865-3668 or visit www.oahouston.
org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), First Presbyterian Church in the 
youth building on the Westminster side. For more information, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Friends Helping Friends Grief Support Group – Group meets Mondays, 
Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster, 7 to 8:15 
p.m., in the staff meeting room. Anyone who has lost a loved one is welcome. 
Free. For information, call Betty Bielat at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 
281-334-1033.

7:30 p.m.
The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society – Meets the third week of the month 
at Clear Lake Park Bldg., 5001 NASA Parkway, Seabrook. Guests welcome. 
Presenters explore a variety of subjects such as fossils, planetary geology, min-
eralogy, lapidary, jewelry making, rock, fossil and mineral collecting. Field trips to 
various collecting sites throughout Texas and surrounding states. All interested 
persons welcome to attend. Door prizes. Free parking. For more information, visit 
www.clgms.org.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, an old-time 
kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For information, call 713-472-0565.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets at noon, at 2245 N. Main (building next to pawn shop). For 
more information, call 713-856-1611.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets weekly, Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Drive, Pearland. Lunch is served for $15. Va-
riety of interesting speakers. For information, call 281-900-7257 or visit nalix@
texascitizensbank.com.

1 p.m.
The National Active and Retired Federal Employees – In celebration of 
Christmas, N.A.R.F.E. Gulf Fwy. Chapter 941 members will gather for the next 
meeting at the Golden Corral Restaurant, 12500 Gulf Freeway, Tuesday, Dec. 
16 at 1 p.m. Items for the women’s shelter (shoes sizes 7/1-2 to 10, toilet paper, 

scarfs) will be appreciated.
Ballroom Dance Practice – Tuesdays, Hometown Heroes Park, League City. 
Come and enjoy free ballroom dancing,1 to 3 p.m., on a beautiful 3,630 sq. ft. 
fl oating hardwood fl oor. Dancers practice to a large variety of ballroom music. 
Instructor available to assist people with new moves. Everyone is welcome! For 
questions, call 281-554-1180. 1001 East League City Pkwy.

1:30 p.m
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the Sagemont 
Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road, at 1:30 p.m. For information, call 
Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides support for family and 
friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 6 p.m., First 
United Methodist Church,  room 215, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena. Call 
281-487-8787, or drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Breast Cancer Support Group – Meets the third Tuesday of every month from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the lobby of the Clear Lake Regional Breast Diagnostic Center, 
200 Medical Center Blvd., Suite 106, Webster. For more information call 281-
526-6840.
Pearland Area Republican’s Club – meets the third Tuesday of the month 
(except December, June and July) at the Pearland Church of Christ Annex, 
2217 N. Grand Blvd. in Pearland. For more information, call 281-485-4140 or 
281-485-1431.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518) at the First Presbyterian Church in 
the youth building on the Westminster side. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center – Weekly sexual assault 
support group offers a confidential self-help support group for victim/survivors 
of rape and sexual abuse. To attend or for more information, call 281-286-2525.

7 p.m.
Positive Interaction Program – meets the third Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m., 
at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital, 11800 Astoria, in the staff meeting 
room, first floor. Bring a friend and work together to make PIP the best in the 
city. PIP consists of police and citizens working together to  make neighborhoods 
safer. For information, call Officer Richard Buitron at 281-218-3900.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays, 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell 
Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets on the first and third Wednesday 
of the month, 11:30 a.m., Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway (Fuqua and I-45). 
December may be an exception. For information, call Monica Montoya at 281-
794-5531.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets at noon at 2245 N. Main (next to pawn shop). For information, 
call 713-856-1611.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides support for family and 
friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 6 p.m., First 
United Methodist Church,  room 215, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena. Call 
281-487-8787, or drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, open 
meeting, meets at 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518) at the First Presbyterian 
Church in the youth building on the Westminster side. For more information, call 
713-856-1611.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – The Southeast Houston group meets 
twice each month. The group offers support and coping skills in a non-threatening 
environment to adult individuals who have lost a loved one to suicide. For infor-
mation on registration or to obtain a physical address for a location, call 713-533-
4500 or visit www.crisishotline.org.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center  – Confidential domes-
tic violence support group for women, 7 p.m., 210 S. Walnut off NASA Pkwy. 
between I-45 South and Highway 3. Call 281-338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturn-
ingpoint.com for information. 24-hour crisis hotline is 281-286-2525.

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 18
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, in Cornell 
Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, noon, 2245 N. Main (building next to pawn shop). For information, 
call 713-856-1611.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise for individuals with Par-
kinson’s disease, 4 to 5 p.m., Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital Clear Lake, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Call 713-313-1652 or visit www.hapsonline.org for 
a list of all services.

6 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A social group interested 
in the culture, music, heritage and language of German immigrants in Texas. 
Meetings are on the third Thursday of each month, 6 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall 
of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. Visitors are welcome. 
Call 281-481-1238 for  information.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets Thursday, Dec. 18, at the Sagemont Park 
and Recreation Center on Hughes Road. For more information call Ericka 
McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group of Narcotics Anonymous, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), First Presbyterian Church in the 
youth building on the Westminster side. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for family and friends of 
alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, room 215. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends and family members 
of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, room 208. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Pasadena Little Theatre – Special two-for-one performance of The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever, a comedy by Barbara Robinson, directed by Craig 
Trauschke, Dec. 18, 8 p.m. Buy one ticket for $15 and get one free. For reser-
vations, call 713-941-1758 or visit www.pasadenalittletheatre.org. 4318 Allen-
Genoa Road. Credit cards accepted.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays, 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

Ms. Janetʻs Children of the Future 
Childcare and Learning Center is

NOW H I R I NG !
#1 Hughes Rd. - 11590 Hughes Rd.

281-484-2376281-484-2376
• Assistant Director • Floater • Cook

#2 Scarsdale - 12490 Scarsdale
281-464-2366281-464-2366

• 3 Yr. Old Teacher • Floater
#3 League City - 3007 Invincible Dr.

281-538-5310281-538-5310
• Cook • Infant Room Teacher • 3 Yr. Old Teacher

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY – WILL TRAIN

–– Please Apply in Person ––

NOW HIRING
Toddler Teacher

Please send all letters of  interest and resumes to:
earlychildhoodcenter@stlukescatholic.com

11011 Hall Road
Houston, Texas  77089
Phone:  281-481-0314

HELP WANTED
AUTOMOBILE

02 TOYOTA TACOMA, 32K 
miles, like new, garage kept. 
Sell for Bluebook $9500, 
FIRM. 281-481-0174 12-18

COMPUTER
SOUTHBELT - Data-Sys-
tems - Hard Drive Data Re- 
covery - Linux Installation. 
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, 
281-922-4160. E-mail: sds 
@walkerlaw.com TF
COMPUTER REPAIR. South 
Belt Area. Free Estimates.
New Computers For Sale. 
Deal with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 713-
991-1355. 12-25

FOUND PET
FOUND DOG: Chihuahua, 
black and brown female, 
blue collar, got in my yard 
across the street from 
Atkinson School. Will keep 
her if family can’t be found. 
713-944-4833               12-11
FOUND DOG: Small brown, 
with black face, female. 
Collar but no tags. Found at 
Beverly Hills Park. Call 713-
298-6060      12-11

GARAGE SALE
10715 SAGEBERRY Fri, 
Sat and Sun, Dec 12, 13 & 
14, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Early 
Childhood teaching material 
- some bilingual and much   
more.                          12-11
10007 KIRKBLUFF DR. Fri 
& Sat, Dec 12 & 13, 8 a.m. 
- noon. Moving sale. 
Womens, mens, & childrens 
clothes & shoes. Toys, furni-
ture & household items.          
                    12-11

HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED 
on the job or in an automo-
bile accident? The company 
doctor or insurance compa-
ny doctor is not your doctor. 
He works for the  company. 
In Texas you get to choose 
your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free 
consultation - 281-481-
1623. I WILL WORK for you. 
I have been relieving back 
and neck pain for South Belt 
families for over 30 years. I 
want to be your chiroprac-
tor. TF

HELP WANTED
Part-time - Holidays - To set 
appointments. Must be 
friendly and with a positive 
attitude. (Position could turn  
into fulltime job) Call Sam 
with Fredy Kia 832-385-
4161                          12/11

INSTRUCTIONAL
 TUTORING AVAILABLE! All 
ages, many subjects, flexi-
ble schedule, reasonable 
rates. Tutor holds A.A., B.A., 
M.A. Call or email: 281-309-
7375,  karma@karmalen 
non.com. TF

LEGAL NOTICE
ACCEPTED FOR STORAGE: 
on 12/9/2014 at 9334 Ronda 
Lane Houston, TX 77074. 
Storage fees accrue @ 20 per 
day for 1970 Ford VIN 
0T02G121714.        12-11

MISCELLANEOUS
HOUSEMATE WANTED: 

Advertise in the Leader!
281-481-5656

www.southbeltleader.com

FOR SALE
Good Rowe-AMI CD Juke Box with CD’s $950. 

Used Valley Pool Tables, $550.

713-882-0907

Sicily Pizza

Hand-tossed Pizza Maker, Line Cook 
and Delivery Drivers.

Call Chris @ 832-289-5105
12373 Scarsdale Blvd., Suite C

Houston, Texas 77089

281-484-5555

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

Turn those unwanted items in your garage and closets 
into cash. Bring ads into the Leader office by Tuesday 

or use the mail slot by the front door.
11555 Beamer      281-481-565611555 Beamer      281-481-5656

HUGE ESTATE SALE
Sat Only 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

11106 Sagehill
Antique Furniture, Collectibles & More
Priced to Sell.  Cash Only

Spacious master bedroom / 
bath plus study. Perfect for 
students or military. Price 
negotiable. 713-447-2645  
       12-11
SOFT SHELL PECANS 
$2.50 per pound. Scarsdale 
area. Baseball cards for col-
lection. 713-569-3548 12-11

REAL ESTATE
LEASE: 3-2-2 w/formal din-
ing, fireplace, wet bar, court-
yard. New appliances, car-
pet, roof, etc. $1295/mo., 
security deposit. 10610 
Sageberry, Kirkwood South 
713-554-2455 Pictures avail-
able: luvmynewhome@
gmail.com          12-25 
             SERVICE
SEWING & ALTERATIONS 
for men, women & home 
fashions. Experienced 
seamstress. Call Karen at 
713-943-7935 TF
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $21
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

★★★★★★

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

Get your 
LOCAL NEWS 

FIRST!
Visit us online at: 

www.southbeltleader.com

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR • REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
• PLUMBING • FOUNDATION PROBLEMS
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

HAYDEN AIR & HEATHAYDEN AIR & HEAT
Now is the time to take advantage of reduced prices!

License #TACLB4351C
281-481-3914281-481-3914

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!ASK ABOUT 

ASK ABOUT 

ATTIC INSULATIoN
ATTIC INSULATIoN

NO OVERTIME 
NO OVERTIME 

CHARGE!CHARGE!

INTEREST-FREE 
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING 
FINANCING AVAILABLE WAC

AVAILABLE WAC

Ask About 
Centerpoint Energy

REBATES
Up to $1200

Factory Rebate (Ask for Details) or

12 Months Interest-Free 
Financing

with Approved Credit, with Coupon, 
Limit One Coupon Per Customer. 

Exp. 12-31-14

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

Serving & Saving Your Community
for 18 Years

A-Rated on Angie’s List
281-692-1684 MPL #18439

JIM GREEN REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Custom Cabinets • Patio Covers • Doors • Trim • Etc.

Serving South Belt for 30 Years
281-642-4340      Free Estimates

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Etc.

Swimming Pool Demos
WE ARE INSURED

Business 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us

–– We also Haul Trash –– Mayo Flooring

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

Call Today
281-481-5656

  THINK
 MONEY

THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll 
save 

money!
sell...
you’ll 
make 

money!

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Advertise 
in the 

Leader!

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING • SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING 
• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING 

• ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news and 
updates between 
issues!

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

$35 OFF
YOUR FIRST REPAIR

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

281-552-8357
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

WWW.ABACUSPLUMBINGAC.COM

Alan O’Neill, CEO, MPL 20628, TACLB 49330E

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!
MPL39885

Licensed & Insured 

713-340-0404

$40 OFF 
SERVICE REPAIR

*One coupon per household.
Not valid with any other offer.*

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP

*One coupon per household. 
Not valid with any other offer.*

24 Hour Emergency Service

Fix Now  
Pay Later

Call for Details

www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

713-530-0833

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

Master Electrician, Johnny R. GibbsMaster Electrician, Johnny R. Gibbs TECL #19197TECL #19197

“Look on the “Look on the 
Bright Side”Bright Side”

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Small Jobs Preferred

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 832-672-3171

Support 
Leader 

advertisers!

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

Call for Heating Inspection                           

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone you can trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models

TACLB002755C

Ever heard the expression “THERE’S NO FREE LUNCH”?
If so, do you really think there is a “FREE FURNACE”? 

To really fi nd out, get the bottom line “FREE FURNACE” price, then call us 
for an “HONEST” fair price to see what is really “FREE” if anything.

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

C
O

U
P

O
N

C
O

U
P

O
N

COUPON

AirstreamAirstream A/C & HEAT

 www.airstream-acservice.com
 Free Estimate             281-481-6308

HEATING SPECIALS
 Lic.TACLB23730E

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

AADDRRIIAANNSS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS..CCOOMM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 832-768-6292 or or 713-298-9267713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDSWE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

LAWN & GARDEN

POND GUY
“Need Help?” “Need Help?” 

Got green water? Want a waterfall 
or stream added, need plants, fi sh, 

or want a water feature? 

Call me at 

832-643-9409 or 409-502-8085

JC HOME RENOVATIONS
Commercial and Residential

281-484-8121

KITCHEN, BATH AND ROOM ADDITIONS
ROOFING – HARDI-PLANK – SHEETROCK

CONCRETE – CARPENTRY – PAINTING
POWER WASHING – FLOORS – PATIO COVERS

Quality Work Guaranteed
No Job Too Small

BBB
A+ Rating
Since 1997
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 It’s hard to fi nd fault 
with Kevin Nguyen using 
the word ‘burnout’ as he 
discusses the fi nal yards of 
his illustrious swimming 
career.
 The Dobie senior, who 
holds two individual school 
records to date, has been in 
the pool since the age of 5. 
 Most of his teammates 
and foes, both past and 
present, have been on a 
similar schedule.
 It’s not as if workouts for 
athletes in other sports are 
not taxing, time consum-
ing and often monotonous. 
They certainly are.
 Yet, the workout life 
of a competitive swimmer 
can be awfully solitary, and 
quite often at that.
 There are daily work-
outs, on an almost year-
round basis. 
 Swimmers have to stay 
focused on the truth that 
the hard work will lead to 
prized results at weekly 
meets and other team com-
petitions. Still, it’s swim 
and swim more,
 The athletes who are the 
best at what they do, includ-
ing Nguyen, have put in 
their time over the years to 
get where they are. That’s 
if burnout doesn’t swallow 
them up fi rst.
 To this point, Nguyen 
has stood the test of time 
and excelled at a high level.
 As Nguyen approaches 
his fi nal district meet early 
next year with his eyes 
focused on another prob-

able return to regionals, he 
knows the end is near. 
 He’d prefer to attend 
Texas A&M University be-
ginning  next fall. If not, 
certainly a four- or fi ve-year 
stay at Texas Tech Univer-
sity will do. 
 Electrical engineering 
and perhaps computer engi-
neering are in Nguyen’s fu-
ture. Swimming is not, and 
he is OK with that.
 “I started swimming 
with the South Belt Area 
Swim Team (Sharks) when 
I was about 5, so it’s been a 
long run of it,” Nguyen said. 
 “It’s hard not to feel 
a little burned out at this 
point.  
 “For my age group, I’m 
right in the middle of the 
pack timewise in my events 
in the state and have maybe 
a ranking of 15 in Houston. 
You really have to give it 
your all every day to main-
tain that level.”
 And Nguyen has done 
just that the majority of 
his career. He joined the 
AQUASTAR program, 
a USA swimming team, 
around the age of 12.
 Since Nguyen has ar-
rived at Dobie, he’s excelled 
in a number of events. Cur-
rently, he’s the school’s 
record holder in the boys’ 
200-yard individual medley 
at 2 minutes, 1 second and 
some change. 
 He also holds the Dobie 
school record in the boys’ 
200-yard freestyle at 1:48 
and change. 

 And Nguyen still has 
roughly half a season to re-
place some of the past’s big 
names on the record board 
at the team’s practice pool, 
for years located at Beverly 
Hills Intermediate.
 “I would say Kevin is 
easily the most talented 
swimmer we have had in 
about 20 years or so,” Do-
bie swimming coach Brad-
ley Nguyen said.
 “He works hard, and he 
has the talent to go with that 
hard work. He has the will 
and the ‘want to,’ and the 
best of the best swimmers 
have those things.
 “His teammates put him 
on a pedestal of sorts. They 
strive to make themselves 
better than Kevin. He’s 
meant a lot to this program 
and will be missed. 
 “We have some talented 
swimmers in the program 
and on the way, but there’s 
no doubt Kevin has been the 
best we’ve seen in a while 
here at Dobie.”
 Born in Boston, Kevin 
and his family, including 
parents Tammy and Path 
in addition to older sis-
ter, Kathleen, came to the 
Houston area when Kevin 
was about 3 years old.
 Swimming has been his 
sport all along, and he is 
grateful. 
 He remembers being the 
newcomer as a freshman 
at Dobie and now relishes 
his position as a senior role 
model.
 Nguyen understands that 
it will take a nearly unbe-
lievable effort to reach state 
this season. 
 It still won’t keep him 
from doing his best as he 
reaches for that wall a fi nal 
time. 
 “Swimming is a sport 
where you have to fi nd daily 
things to keep you motivat-
ed,” Kevin Nguyen said. 
 “I’ve had my negative 
moments, but I fi nd ways 
to bounce back. My team-
mates motivate me, and I 
think I motivate them. It’s 
about pushing myself to be 
at my best.
 “Coach Nguyen has also 

been great as maybe an un-
cle or older brother to me, 
helping me through things. 
Now it’s time to make one 
fi nal push.
 “As a freshman, I had 
one goal of making it to 
state. Now that I’m a senior, 
I have one chance to make 
that happen. 
 “I’m realistic in knowing 
what my chances are, but 
I’m going to do the best I 
can.”
 Bradley Nguyen said 
he hasn’t yet decided just 
which events his star will 
enter come district time 
with an eye on regionals 
and possibly state. 
 Kevin Nguyen’s ver-
satility gives him several 
options, and he and coach 
Nguyen will decide when 
the time comes.
 “We know what’s out 
there (in terms of the fastest 
times),” Bradley Nguyen 

said. 
 “We also have a chance 
to qualify some relay teams 
for regionals, and Kevin is a 
big part of those plans, ob-
viously.
 “Whatever happens, 
Kevin has had a record-
setting career here, and he 
deserves the recognition of 
being one of the best we’ve 
had. 
 “It may be a while be-
fore we see another Kevin 
Nguyen, but the possibil-
ity always exists. He’s just 
been great to work with.”
 The fi nal few chapters 
of Nguyen’s career at Do-
bie will begin to take shape 
early next  year. 
 He’s ready to go out 
on top but also seemingly 
ready for life after swim-
ming, and that’s fi ne.
 Dobie’s annual Senior 
Night came Dec. 2 as Kevin 
Nguyen’s parents joined 

him for a brief ceremony at 
the Dennis Shippey Aquatic 
Center. 
 And how fi tting it was. 
Nguyen, one of the pro-
grams’ top all-time per-
formers, was honored in the 
building that bears the name 
of Dobie’s legendary for-
mer head swimming coach 
– Shippey. 
 Just seems like it was 
meant to be. Two of Dobie’s 
all-time greats, together in 
some way or another.
 “Kevin has had a great 
career for us, and it’s been 
great to be a part of that and 
watch what someone with 
his skill set can do,” Brad-
ley Nguyen said.
 “We’ll see what hap-
pens down the fi nal stretch 
of competitions and meets. 
Kevin has been one of the 
best we have had here at 
Dobie, and he very well 
could do more.”

Dobie’s Kevin Nguyen sure to remain in school’s record book for years to come

Lutheran South soccer’s Wells picks Texas Lutheran
At right, Lutheran 
South Academy senior 
soccer player Aubrie 
Wells (seated center) 
will continue her edu-
cation and playing 
career at Texas Lu-
theran University in 
Seguin after signing a 
letter of intent. Those 
with her at the signing 
included, left to right, 
(seated) Robert Wells 
(father), Lisa Wells 
(mother), (standing) 
Rob Psencik (LSA 
athletic director) and 
Andrea Kilpatrick 
(LSA varsity girls’ 
soccer head coach). 
Aubrie Wells has been 
very successful in the 
Pioneers’ program, 
having being named 
an honorable men-
tion all-state and fi rst-
team, all-district per-
former the past two 
seasons.  She won the 
Pioneer Award dur-
ing the 2013-14 school 
year for excellence in 
team leadership and 
enthusiasm. Early 
this season, Wells, the 
team captain, leads 
the Pioneers in goals 
scored.

Kevin Nguyen (center) and his parents, Tammy and Path, were honored during 
Dobie’s Senior Night ceremony Dec. 2, at the Dennis L. Shippey Aquatic Center 
in Pasadena as the Longhorns went up against Pearland.

A relay race in the books to start the meet against Pearland Dec. 2, Dobie se-
nior standout swimmer Kevin Nguyen relaxed as he usually does during meets 
before getting ready for his individual events. Nguyen is a multi record holder 
for the Longhorns.

At right, competitors 
in the South Belt-El-
lington Leader’s an-
nual high school foot-
ball game predictions 
contest gathered to 
congratulate the 2014 
champion, Debbie 
Vaughn (seated center) 
of the C&D Burger 
Shop. Vaughn  led the 
contest from the fi rst 
week forward, even-
tually posting a 90-28 
record in just her sec-
ond year in the contest. 
Realtor Troy Leland 
was second at 85-33. 
Those helping Vaughn 
celebrate her big win 
included, left to right, 
(seated) Leader Sports 
Editor John Bechtle, 
Toni Muse, (stand-
ing) Leland, Emory 
Gadd and Eli Tanks-
ley. Muse, Leland and 
Muse are local realtors, 
and Gadd, an associate 
pastor at Sagemont 
Church,  doubles as the 
Dobie varsity football 
team’s sideline statisti-
cian.

C&D’s Vaughn captures football predictions contest win
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way before a fourth-quar-
ter letdown led to a 68-67 
victory for the Oilers. 
 Clear Brook also fell to 
fellow Clear Creek ISD 
rival, Clear Springs, by a 
56-47 count.
 Despite a bit of a slow 

start in the W-L depart-
ment, the Wolverines have 
been given a lift from 
sophomore scorer Da-
vid Azore in many of the 
team’s games.  Azore had 
21 more in Brook’s 48-42 
loss at Galveston Ball Dec. 
9. 
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lead to fi ve. 
 Pearland closed the gap 
twice more, but the Long-
horns seemingly put the 
game away on a nifty pass 
from Jarvis Lester inside 
to his brother, Jason, for a 
layup and a 50-41 Dobie 
lead with 3:40 to play.  
 The Longhorns made 
fi ve of six free throws 
down the stretch to close 
it out.
 To be fair, Pearland 
struggled from 3-point 
range, making just six of 
24 tries from deep for 25 
percent shooting. 
 Pearland freshman 
shooting guard Ajare 
Sanni scored 12 points but 
made just four of 16 over-
all shots. 
 Sanni opened the sea-
son with a 25-point effort 
against Clear Brook, in-
cluding fi ve 3-pointers in 
rapid succession.  
 The shots just didn’t 
fall against Dobie, and 
that was by design.
 “We know that’s what 

Longhorns recover to down Oilers
District 22-6A opener

they do,” Cross said of 
Pearland’s desire to fi re 
from deep. 
 “They’re a bit under-
sized inside compared to 
years past, so they put up a 
lot of threes. Our plan was 
to make sure we were on 
them. 
 “I think they made a 
couple real early but after 
that, we got back to what 
we needed to do.”
 As for Turner, it was 
simply a brilliant game 
from perhaps one of the 
league’s most underrated 
players. 
 “I don’t know of too 
many players who can 
stay in front of him off the 
dribble,” Cross said. 
 “He’s incredibly quick 
with his fi rst step and can 
get to the basket. That’s 
great for a 5-foot-9-inch 
player. I give him 5’10”, 
but that’s stretching it. 
Justin was great for us to-
night.”
 The same goes for Ja-
son Lester, Dobie’s un-
dersized post who is in 

his second year of holding 
down the fort inside. “Ja-
son has raised his shooting 
percentage and just done 
a great job lately,” Cross 
said. 
 “What we try to do in-
side is not very complicat-
ed. Dribble drive and drop 
it down inside to the open 
man if it’s open. Jason has 
been a great fi nisher.”
 Now it’s on to the next 
one. Cross and several 
other 22-6A observers 
feel as though Dawson is 
playing the best basketball 
right now. 
 The Eagles opened 22-
6A play by walloping Al-
vin 79-54, moving to 11-3 

overall. Dawson is led by 
Jordan Lewis, who’s aver-
aging nearly 17 a game. 
 Dobie will worry about 
Dawson when the time 
comes – remember, one 
game at a time.
 “Manvel is next, and 
they’ve struggled a little 
bit (4-8 overall),” Cross 
said. “But they’ve got 
some of their football guys 
back (after a long football 
playoff run). 
 “But it’s not always easy 
to adjust to being on the 
basketball court immedi-
ately after playing football. 
Hopefully, we catch them at 
the right time.” One game at 
a time.  

CB boys’ hoops

Pearland’s Greg Langston (left) takes an inadver-
tent shot to the face as he and Dobie’s Travores 
Gilbert (14) chase down a loose ball. In the middle 
is Pearland freshman shooting guard Ajare Sanni. 

Gilbert and the Longhorns got off to a 1-0 start in 
District 22-6A play after handing the Oilers a 57-46 
defeat Jan. 9 at Dobie. 
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