
Dobie to present Godspell
 The Dobie High School Theatre Arts 
Department will present Godspell, the first 
musical performed in the past three years, run-
ning Jan. 25-29.
 Godspell is an upbeat, wildly successful 
Broadway musical told almost entirely in 
song. It presents the Gospel of St. Matthew 
updated to late 20th century New York City. 
Tickets cost $10 each, $7 each for a group of 
20 or more people.
 Sponsors are needed – individuals, church-
es or corporations wishing to sponsor the 
show can contact Stephanie Patrisso at spa-
trisso@pasadenaisd.org or 713-740-0370 ext. 
04348 for more information.
 See related photo on Page 4A.

PW Library sets events
 The following events are scheduled for the 
Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale 
Blvd., Jan. 5 through Jan. 11.
 On Saturday, Jan. 7, Vietnamese storytime 
will include Reading Club at 9 a.m., followed 
by intermediate storytime at 11 a.m. and 
beginner storytime at 1 p.m.
 The genealogy discussion group will meet 
on Monday, Jan. 9, at 2 p.m. Anyone interest-
ed in tracing family histories is invited to 
attend. Meetings are free and open for begin-
ner to advanced researchers.
 Join the library for Introduction to E-Readers 
on Wednesday, Jan. 11, at 2 p.m. Residents are 
requested to bring their reading device and 
learn how to use the HCPL digital media cata-
log.
 Computer Basics I will be held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 11, from 3 to 4:30 p.m.
 For more information or to register for this 
class, contact the library at 281-484-2036.
 Preschool storytime is at 10:30 a.m. Wed-
nesday, and toddler storytime is at 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday. 

Youth soccer registers
 The South Belt Youth Soccer Assocation 
will hold spring 2012 registration for ages 4 to 
18 years on Saturday, Jan. 14, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Sagemeadow Municipal Utility 
District Building, 10755 Hall Road (corner of 
Blackhawk). For online registration and more 
information, visit www.southbeltsoccer.org or 
call 713-559-6200.

Sagemont CC to meet
 The Sagemont Civic Club will hold its 
monthly meeting Monday, Jan. 9, at 7 p.m. at 
Kirkwood South Christian Church, 10811 
Kirkfair Drive (Beamer and Kirkfair). For 
information, visit Sagemontcivicclub.org.

Dobie hosts cheer clinic
 The Dobie cheerleaders will host a one-day 
cheer clinic Saturday, Jan. 28, from 9 a.m. to 
noon with a parent show-off at 11 a.m. All 
participants will recieve a T-shirt, lunch, a 
certificate and are welcome to join the cheer-
leaders to perform at halftime at a varsity 
basketball game on Jan. 31.
 The clinic will be held at the Dobie gym. 
Cost is $25 at the door or $20 early registra-
tion. For more information, contact Carolyn at 
chrisncar4@gmail.com or Rose at rose-nee 
ly@sbcglobal.net.

St. Francis Cabrini gathers
 An Interfaith Care Partners Ministry has 
been established at Saint Frances Cabrini 
Catholic Church. A gathering for persons with 
Alzheimer’s, dementia, Parkinson’s, strokes 
and similar disabilities and their caretakers  is 
provided on the third Friday of each month 
from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. consisting of a con-
tinental breakfast, arts and crafts, exercises, 
entertainment, a sing-a-long, devotional break, 
lunch, and ending with a game of bingo.
 The next gathering will be held at the 
church located at 10727 Hartsook St. in 
Houston, on Friday, Jan. 20, in the Mother 
Cabrini Center. The event theme will be 
“Winter Wonderland.”
 Those who have a family member or know 
of someone with these challenges, are wel-
come to attend.
 For more information, call the church office 
at 713-946-5768, Claudia Rojas of Interfaith 
Care Partners at 713-682-5995, or visit the 
website at inter faithcarepartners.org.

The Voice competition set
 The Bay Area Chorus of Greater Houston 
will present The Voice, a live competition fea-
turing soloists vying for the Elizabeth Dennard 
and Priscilla Ennis High School Vocal Music 
Scholarships.
 The event will showcase graduating seniors 
who plan to major in music and are outstand-
ing choir members in high school choirs from 
several Bay Area school districts.
 The Voice will be held Sunday, Feb. 5, at 3 
p.m. in the Chapel of Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau 
Bay. Scholarships will be presented at the 
conclusion of the event.
 Tickets are $10 in advance; at the door, 
tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for students 
and seniors over 65.
 Tickets may be purchased at www.bayarea-
chorus.org or from any chorus member. Group 
rates are available. Contact info@bayareacho-
rus.org for information.
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Leader remembers highlights of 2011
  Another year has passed, and the Leader staff 
would like to take this opportunity to refl ect on 
some of the more signifi cant stories of 2011.
 Due to space limitations, the year in review 
will be continued in next week’s edition.
 Section B includes the sports year in review.

Jan. 6
 A one-hour manhunt that shut down much of 
Scarsdale on Monday, Jan. 3, ended with a sus-
pect being arrested and charged on two felony 
counts. Christopher Sauseda was arrested at 
roughly 4:50 p.m. for an open robbery warrant 
while he was a patient at Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital. Once in police custody, Sau-
seda, 25, was observed by the arresting deputy 
moving his handcuffed hands from behind his 
back to the front of his body. The deputy then 
called for assistance in detaining the suspect.
 Once backup arrived and attempted to extract 
Sauseda from the squad car, the suspect fl ed on 
foot near the intersection of Scarsdale and the 
Gulf Freeway. After running through a gas sta-
tion parking lot, Sauseda disappeared into an 
apartment complex at Scarsdale and Algonquin. 
The sheriff’s department then called the Houston 
Police Department and the Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 Constable’s offi ce for assistance. The law 
enforcement agencies set up a perimeter in the 
surrounding area, blocking off Scarsdale and ad-

jacent streets, while an HPD helicopter and two 
K-9 units searched for the suspect. Sauseda was 
found roughly one hour later hiding in a garage 
of one of the apartments. He was charged with 
escape while arrested or confi ned and robbery 
causing bodily injury.

Jan. 13
 Former House Majority Leader Tom DeLay 
was sentenced to three years in prison Monday, 
Jan. 10, on money laundering and conspiracy 
charges. DeLay, who represented much of the 
South Belt area, was found guilty the previous 
November of illegally funneling $190,000 in 
corporate donations into 2002 Texas legislative 
races through a money swap. That year, Texas 
Republicans seized control of the state legisla-
ture and redrew a number of Democratic-con-
trolled congressional districts. DeLay stepped 
down as majority leader in 2005, following his 
indictment. State Judge Pat Priest sentenced De-
Lay to a three-year term on conspiracy and ac-
cepted 10 years of probation in lieu of a fi ve-year 
prison term on the money laundering charge. De-
Lay faced up to life in prison. He was released 
on a $10,000 bond while he seeks to overturn the 
conviction.

Jan. 20
 Action Ministries celebrated its 20th anniver-
ary. The nonprofi t organization, run by South 

Belt residents Gordon and Pat Berg, is devoted to 
serving the needy in the community and beyond. 
What began as a two-person operation has now 
evolved into an army of several hundred volun-
teers. The Bergs celebrated the organization’s 
anniversary at a banquet on Saturday, Jan. 22, at 
The Gardens.

Jan. 27
 Kevin Martinez took over as captain of the “C” 
shift of the Houston Fire Department’s Station 70 
on Beamer Thursday, Jan. 20. A 1986 graduate of 
Dobie High School, Martinez was a 17-year vet-
eran of the department. He previously attended 
Frazier Elementary and Thompson Intermediate. 
Following high school, Martinez attended Texas 
A&M University, where he graduated in 1991. 
Martinez is the son of South Belt resident Bee 
Martinez and the late Rick Martinez.
 Two Dobie students were selected to the 
TMEA All-State Ensembles during band audi-
tions held at Alvin High School on Jan. 8. Erik 
Flores on contra-bass clarinet and Chanse Morris 
on Bb clarinet went on to represent Dobie High 
School and the Pasadena Independent School 
District at the Texas Music Educators Conven-
tion in San Antonio Feb. 9-12. This honor is 
reserved for less than 1 percent of high school 
musicians in the state of Texas.
 A fatal shooting took place at 8600 Theta on 
Saturday, Jan. 22. Ernesto Saldizar, an 18-year-
old from North Houston, suffered multiple gun-
shot wounds to the head and was pronounced 
dead at the scene. Police and Houston Fire De-
partment personnel initially responded to a re-
port of an unconscious man inside a parked car 
at an apartment complex at the location at around 
10:15 p.m. There was no known motive, and no 
immediate arrests were made.

Feb. 3
 Dobie High School’s academic decathlon 
team captured fi rst place in the Region V com-
petition, with Clear Brook High School fi nish-
ing second. In all, Dobie scored 49,028 points, 
compared to Clear Brook’s 42,381. Dobie senior 
Jeremy Morris won gold medals in all seven ob-
jective tests. Teammate Eddie Nunez achieved 
the eighth-highest score in Texas Academic De-
cathlon history. Every other member of the Do-
bie team medaled individually and contributed 
signifi cantly to the team’s overall effort. Other 
team members included Mark Admani, Tad Wal-
ters, Jessica Huynh, Quinn Velasquez, Ed Gon-
zalez, Katey Miille and Julian Hernandez. The 
team then advanced to the state tournament Feb. 
25-27 in El Paso. Longhorn coach Steve Hig-
ginbotham, a 1995 Dobie graduate, was once 
himself a member of the school’s academic de-
cathlon team. He had coached the team for fi ve 
years and each time had led Dobie to state. The 
regional title was Dobie’s second in a row. The 
Longhorns had last won the state title in 2003. 
The school produced national championships in 
1992 and 1996.
 Clear Brook also advanced to the state com-
petition. The team’s top scorers were Bailey Sin-
cox, Graham Montgomery and Keijiro Hayashi. 
Sincox, an honors-level student, took home a 
third overall, a silver in speech, a bronze in eco-
nomics, a bronze in music, a bronze in language/
literature, a silver in Super Quiz and a bronze in 
art. Montgomery, a scholastic-category entry, 
won fourth overall, a gold in music and a bronze 
in art. Varsity-level competitor Hayashi fi nished 
fourth overall, winning a gold in Super Quiz, a 
bronze in language/literature and a silver in eco-
nomics. Other team members included Thomas 
Scott, Alex Garber, Maryam Rasti, Omozusi 
Ajayi, Sam Wilson and Albert Thomas.
 Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital held 
an open house on Thursday, Jan. 27, for its new 
Esophageal Disease Center. The center was the 
most advanced in Houston at diagnosing and 
treating refl ux and other esophageal diseases.
 Feb. 10
 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce held a banquet Thursday, Feb. 3, to cele-
brate its 27th anniversary. Houston Mayor Annise 
Parker was guest of honor at the annual event. A 
former small business owner, Parker stressed the 
importance of local chambers of commerce, as 
well as Houston’s role in international busniess.
 Pariyanan Vaduganathan, M.D., was elect-
ed chief of the medical staff by his physician 
peers at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital. 
A board-certifi ed cardiologist, Vaduganathan 
would act as a liaison between the medical staff 
and hospital employees and administrative staff 
during his two-year term. He succeeded Mary 
A. Cross, M.D., who served from January 2008 
to December 2010. Vaduganathan, a graduate 
of the University of Madras, India, completed 
residencies in internal medicine at Bury District 
General Hospital, England, and the University 
of Rochester, St. Mary’s Hospital, in Rochester, 
NY. He also completed a fellowship in cardiol-
ogy at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston. 
Vaduganathan is a fellow of the American Col-
lege of Cardiology, a diplomate in internal medi-
cine on the American Board of Internal Medicine 
and a diplomate in cardiovascular diseases on the 
American Board of Internal Medicine.
 The South Belt community was struck by a 
hard freeze Thursday, Feb. 3, and Friday, Feb. 
4, with temperatures dipping into the mid-20s. 
While the area was spared the snow that was pre-
dicted, icy conditions led to the closure of many 
local schools, businesses and nonemergency gov-
ernment entities. Among those affected were the 
Pasadena and Clear Creek independent school 

districts, San Jacinto College and local courts 
and libraries. City of Houston garbage collection 
was suspended, and dozens of fl ights to and from 
Hobby Airport were also canceled. While road 
closures and traffi c accidents were widespread 
across the Greater Houston area, local problems 
were limited.

Feb. 17
 Hundreds of South Belt’s faithful attended a 
City of Houston meeting Monday, Feb. 14, to 
voice their opposition to Mayor Annise Parker 
about churches being assessed a mandated drain-
age fee under the Rebuild Houston program. 
Voted on the previous November’s ballot as 
Proposition 1, the program created a dedicated 
fund for drainage and street renewal by using 
revenues from fees charged not only to busi-
nesses and homeowners, but also to churches 
and public schools. Sagemont Church Executive 
Pastor Chuck Schneider and Grace Community 
Church Pastor Garrett Booth, as well as Pasade-
na Independent School District Superintendent 
Kirk Lewis spoke at the event.
 A fatal shooting took place at 11045 Fuqua 
about 4:35 a.m. on Sunday, Feb. 13. The victim, 
David Davila, 27, suffered a gunshot wound to 
the head and was pronounced dead at the scene. 
According to police, Davila was inside Joe’s 
Texas Club, an after-hours club, when he and 
two men began arguing. The argument escalated 
into a physical altercation, which then moved 
to the sidewalk outside. During the fi ght, one of 
the men produced a pistol and fi red one time, fa-
tally striking Davila. No immediate arrests were 
made.

Feb. 24
 Following a roughly 10-day investigation, 
vice offi cers from the Harris County Sheriff’s 
offi ce raided the Lucky 7 game room near the 
intersection of Blackhawk and Kirkville. Ac-
cording to authorities, the establishment was in 
violation of the Texas Penal Code in regard to lo-
cal gambling laws. Sheriff deputies seized three 
eight-liner machines and confi scated the moth-
erboards of 37 additional machines. The game 
room reportedly had 96 total gaming machines. 
Deputies also seized a small amount of cash. The 
establishment had drawn the ire of many resi-
dents due to its proximity to area schools. The 
facility is located in a strip center less than half 
a mile away from both Dobie High School and 
Moore Elementary. Melillo Middle School and 
South Belt Elementary are both located roughly 
one mile from the game room.

March 3
 Dobie High School won the Texas Academic 
Decathlon championship, advancing the team to 
the national competition April 27-30 in Charlotte, 
N.C. Dobie senior Eddie Nunez led the Longhorn 
charge by winning the varsity category and post-
ing the highest score in state varsity competition 
history. Nunez captured nine of the 33 individual 
medals won by the Longhorns. Mark Admani 
took second place in varsity, and Tad Walters 
fi nished fourth. Katey Miille took fourth in the 
scholastic category, while Jessica Huynh posted 
the high team score. Dobie also fi nished fi rst in 
the Super Quiz portion of the meet. Clear Brook 
fi nished fourth in the competition, and Pearland 
fi nished fi fth, making three of the top fi ve plac-
ing schools in the state from the Greater South 
Belt area.
 For the second time in a month, a local game 
room was shut down by authorities. Lucky Bee 
Game Room, 10930 Kingspoint, was one of three 
game rooms that was raided Thursday, Feb. 24, 
following a 10-month investigation by the Hous-
ton Police Department’s Vice Division. The other 
two game rooms were Gulf Paradise, 8310 Gulf 
Freeway, and Lucky Game Room, 2728 South 
Richey. Five suspects were arrested and charged 
with felony money laundering.
 A pair of auctions held at Sagemont Church 
were successful in raising more than $200,000 
for the area church’s ongoing expansion efforts. 
The most unusual auction (and most profi table) 
was for that of a walking cane that was owned 
by a late church member. The cane, which was 
owned by longtime church member Hiram 
Woosley, fetched more than $20,000 after be-
ing bought and re-auctioned multiple times. Fol-
lowing the auction, church offi cials returned the 
cane to Woosley’s family.
 South Houston High School celebrated the 
opening of the school’s Hall of Honor at a cer-
emony on March 3. To mark the occasion, 54 
of the school’s esteemed alumni were inducted 
into the hall to coincide with the 54th anniver-
sary of the school’s opening in 1957. Among the 
inductees were three South Belt residents, Em-
ory Gadd, Cheryl (Williams) Bolen and Norton 
White. While not offi cially on the list of induct-
ees, the ceremony also honored former longtime 
South Belt resident Al Carter, who was largely 
responsible for organizing the event.

March 10
 An arrest was made in the fatal shooting of 
David Davila, who was killed Sunday, Feb. 13, at 
11045 Fuqua. Jorge Alaniz, 28, was charged with 
murder in the 177th Criminal District Court.
 Following a two-year investigation, deputies 
from the Harris County Precinct 2 Constable’s 
offi ce under Sgt. Zerick Guinn, arrested fi ve sus-
pects in connection with as many as 20 possible 
local home burglaries. Marcus Dejean, 18; Deron 
Waines, 18; Tierre Williams, 18; Adrian Lewis, 
19; and Jeremy Karnes, 18, were all charged 
with burglary of a habitation. 
 (To be concinued in next week’s Leader.)

 Christmas has come and 
gone, and with the new 
year, there are still no signs 
of South Belt resident Lil-
lian High, who hasn’t been 
seen since Sunday, Oct. 2. 
High, 82, was reported 
missing Monday, Oct. 3, 
after she failed to show 
up for work at the Chase 
Bank at Beltway 8 and the 
Gulf Freeway, where she 
had been a teller for 20 
years. Multiple organiza-
tions, including the Laura 
Recovery Center and Tex-
as EquuSearch, have tried 
unsuccessfully to aid po-
lice in their search for the 
missing woman. High is 
described as 5 feet 2 inches 
tall and 103 pounds, with 
gray hair and hazel eyes. 
Anyone with information 
about the case is urged to 
contact the Houston Po-
lice Department’s Missing 
Persons Division at 713-
731-5223.

                  Photo submitted

Year ends, High still missing

  Due to disputes over new political maps, the 
Texas primary elections have been postponed 
from March 6 to April 3, a federal court in San 
Antonio ordered late last month.
 In November, a court in Washington refused to 
approve a map drafted by the GOP-led Legisla-
ture, saying it may have violated the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act by not providing suffi cient Hispanic 
representation.
 A second map, drawn by the three-judge pan-
el in San Antonio, was then placed on hold by 
the U.S. Supreme Court Dec. 9 at the request of 
Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott, who said 
the court was interfering with the state’s election 
process.
 The high court is set to hear oral arguments 
on the case Jan. 9, at which time it can either ap-

prove the court-drawn maps, give instructions to 
the San Antonio court on how to redraw its maps 
or insist that the state use the Legislature’s maps 
until the lawsuits against them are settled.
 The fi ling deadline for candidates to appear on 
the April primary ballots expired Dec. 19. Filing, 
however, will reopen in mid to late January, af-
ter the courts have established the new boundary 
lines. Once fi ling resumes, the deadline will be 6 
p.m. on Feb. 1.
 At that time, candidates who have already 
fi led may amend their paperwork or drop out and 
have their fi ling fee refunded.
 If the new maps are not ready by late Janu-
ary, the primary will have to be delayed again, 
probably until June 5 – the date the runoffs are 
currently scheduled.

March primaries now April 3

  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will hold a 
public hearing to discuss the draft supplemental 
environmental impact statement (DSEIS) for its 
Clear Creek general re-evaluation study Wednes-
day, Jan. 11, at the Marie Spence Flickinger Fine 
Arts Building at San Jacinto College South from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
 An open house will be held from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m., with the formal hearing being held from 7 
to 8:30 p.m.
 Offi cials from the Harris County Flood Con-
trol District will also be in attendance to fi eld 
questions.
 The Corps has been studying the Clear Creek 
project, aimed at improving drainage in the com-
munity, since 1962 at the cost of more than $35 
million.
 At a July 2009 meeting, representatives from 
the USACE said the earliest drainage improve-
ments could be made to Clear Creek would be 
in 13 to 15 years and would likely require a new 
congressional authorization and additional fund-

ing, due to its change in scope over the last 47 
years. The delays have been caused in part by 
environmental concerns.
  Questions about the proposed project may be 
directed to Andrea Catanzaro at 409-766-6346. 
Written comments may also be addressed to Cat-
anzaro at USACE, Galveston District, P.O. Box 
1229, Galveston, TX 77553-1229. Comments 
must be postmarked by Jan. 30.
 The DSEIS may be viewed online at www.
swg.usace.army.mil/pao/HotTopic.asp.
 Copies of the DSEIS are also available for 
view at several area libraries including the 
Friendswood Public Library at 416 S. Friends-
wood Drive, the Clear Lake City - County Free-
man Branch Library at 16616 Diana Lane and 
the Pearland Library at 3522 Liberty Drive.
 Multiple calls from the Leader to the Corps as 
to why neither of the libraries in the immediate 
South Belt area were included and to why the 
paper had not been notifi ed of the public hearing 
went unanswered.

Corps flood hearing set for Jan. 11
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 Publisher’s Opinion

 We have all heard that it takes a village to raise a 
child. In many ways, that is a good thing. Our commu-
nity, since its beginning, has been a neat place for kids 
to grow up and become adults. It gives me pride that 
many of the young, 5, 6, 7, and 8-year-olds that our two 
sons played ball and went to school with in South Belt 
are still their friends. That normally does not happen in 
a large city environment.
 But South Belt is different in many ways. It is a caring 
community. Mostly it is good. 
 But, parents have a responsibility to make certain 
their children are protected. South Belt is not Utopia; 
probably no place is. 
 Along with all the good we have in our community, we 
also have some problems. 
  I recently had a man-of-the-cloth tell me his church 
had awareness classes on such topics as sexual preda-
tors, but no one was much interested. 
 Society, using the Internet  has made it much easier 
to discover problems in our neighborhood. 
 Using sites such as www.familywatchdog.us/ViewInfo.
asp and https://records.txdps.state.tx.us/DPS_WEB/
SorNew/Mapping/index.aspx?PageIndex=Map&ZIP_
TXT=77089, you will find neighbors who have been 
charged with such crimes. 
 I would caution that many who have been charged 
have extenuating circumstances. 
 That doesn’t make it right. But it should be a warning 
to all of us. We should be aware of the outward signs, at 
least know what they are and share them with our chil-
dren. 
 This is a problem for all society. Most of the time, the 
children who are at risk are at risk by a relative, not a 
neighbor. 
 We must be careful to protect our young children, but 
not go off the deep end when we learn of specific cases. 
What these sites do not tell us is the circumstances. 
Most of us have heard of the young elementary school 
boy who kissed a playmate and another one who was 
telling his teacher how pretty she was. In both cases, 
the police got involved wanting to place them on the 
sexual predator list.
 The stories go from the very damaging to innocent 
children to ridiculous. It is up to parents to be properly 
informed, know the difference and protect and teach 
their children what to watch for and how to react.
 –Marie Flickinger

Publisher

Still family owned and operated, our exceptional service and affordability set us apart from other 
funeral homes. The moment you sit down with us, you will feel and see the difference.
Niday Funeral Home services all cemeteries and offers a range of funeral and cremation options. 
Planning in advance can be one of the most thoughtful decisions you 
make for your family. Our plans are transferable should you move, 
and we also accept most existing policies from other funeral homes.

Our Family Has Grown!Our Family Has Grown!

Now with two locations toNow with two locations to
  better serve our communitybetter serve our community

Niday Funeral Home
12440 Beamer • Houston

281.464.7200

Niday - Fairmont Funeral Home
6777 Fairmont Pkwy. • Pasadena

281.991.0575

Park Manor of South Belt

Clinical Services Covering:
◆ Skilled Nursing ◆ Long Term Care 

◆ Rehabilitation and much more.

11902 Resource Parkway
(near Memorial Hermann SE Hospital)

281-922-6802 • Fax: 281-922-6804

 The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District Board of 
Trustees recently unanimous-
ly approved a plan to open a 
second location for the 
Webster Academy-Visions in 
Education (WAVE) program.
 Beginning the 2012-2013 
school year, the gifted and 
talented program will be 
offered at Westbrook Inter-
mediate and its new location, 
League City Intermediate. An 
expansion team of educators, 
parents and students from 
both locations will be formed 
for the new program.
 The board of trustees heard 
from parents and community 
members during a December 
public hearing and general 
board meeting. The board dis-
cussed six options and decid-

Clear Creek ISD approves 
duplicating GT program

ed two programs would be in 
the best interest of all stu-
dents. The other options, 
developed by parents, includ-
ed closing either League City 
Intermediate or Clear Creek 
Intermediate to accommodate 
WAVE in its entirety.
 The additional options 
included: take no action and 
increase the student popula-
tion at Westbrook Interme-
diate; place an enrollment 
cap on the program; or move 
the entire program to League 
City Intermediate with its 
current student population.
 WAVE is currently offered 
at Westbrook Intermediate.
 The program for the gifted 
and talented has grown from 
320 students in 2000 to more 
than 745 students in 2011, 

THE COLLEGE STORE
13630 Beamer Rd., #101

thecollegestore.com

Frazier students enjoy Winter Wonderland

Left to right, Brianna DeLaGarza and Jacob Gar-
cia enjoy riding the scooters through the snow tun-
nels at Frazier’s Winter Wonderland.

Frazier Elementary’s physical education 
coaches outdid themselves recently by 
turning the Frazier gym into a Winter 
Wonderland scooter obstacle course. The 
students were in awe as they entered the 
gym that was decorated with thousands 
of twinkling lights and Christmas deco-
rations. Students maneuvered their way 
through the course on scooters through 
tunnels, down Candy Cane Lane, and 
they even took a ride through the Polar 
Express. PE teachers at Frazier are Dina 
Edwards and Kevin McDonald.

Right: Jade Cabrera scoots through a snow 
tunnel.

Taelyn Ansley and Gabbi Lazano pose for a photo 
under the twinkling lights.
 Photos submitted

Deaths

Yee Gene Quan

 Gene Quan, 70, of Hous-
ton, died on Friday, Dec. 30, 
2011. He was born on Nov. 
20, 1941, in San Antonio to 
Yee and Rosalie Quan. He 
was a 20-year resident of 
Sagemeadow.
 He was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Melissa 
Quan, and his parents.
 Quan is survived by his 
wife of 28 years, Alma Quan; 
sons, Richard Quan and wife 
Karen and Jeffrey Quan and 
wife Judy; grandchildren, 
Vincent White and wife Jen-
nifer, Hadrian Quan, Cyrus 
Quan, Lisa Feis, Ruth Quan, 
Shari Quan-Rios and hus-
band Roman, and Elisabeth 
Quan; brother David Quan; 
and a host of other relatives 
and friends. Quan worked 
more than 20 years for Helf-
man Dealerships. 
 Private services were held.

Amy Gause

 Amy Louise Gause, 49, 
died Thursday, Dec. 22, 2011, 
after a battle with cancer. She 
was born in New Smyrna 
Beach, Fla., to Robert and 
Jeanie (Harris) Barnard July 
21, 1962. She lived in the 
South Belt area for more than 
40 years and worked as a 
counselor for the Commision 
for the Blind until her illness 
halted a career she loved.
 She is survived by her do-
mestic partner, Jamie Beck; 
son Jordan Gause; daughter 
Angelica Thomas and son-
in-law Chris Thomas; sister 
Kathy Sarvis; Jeff Brewer; 
her mother, Jeanie Barnard; 
grandchildren Tristan, Chris-
topher, Julian and Nolen; and 
Connie Castillo, Taylor Cas-
tillo and many more friends.
 Services were held at Jeter 
Funeral Home Jan. 2, 2012.

Christopher 
Michael Jones

families; and many aunts and 
uncles on his father’s side.
 A memorial service cel-
ebrating Jones’ life was held 
on Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011, 
at Niday Funeral Home.

Michael Logan 
Sosebee

 Michael Logan Sosebee, 
22, of College Station, died 
unexpectedly on Wednesday, 
Dec. 21, 2011. He was born 
June 2, 1989, and grew up 
in the South Belt area and 
in League City. He gradu-
ated from Clear Creek High 
School in 2007 and attended 
Blinn College in College Sta-
tion. He was a certifi ed phar-
macy tech and was volunteer-
ing as an intern at Scott & 
White Hospital in Temple.
 Michael was greatly infl u-
enced by music, being in the 
high school band and later 
creating a band named Ra-
diobox.
 Sosebee was preceded in 
death by his mother, Elysha 
Williams Sosebee Halsch, 
and his grandfather, Donald 
Sosebee Sr.
 He is survived by his fa-
ther, Donald Sosebee, and 
stepmother, Cindy Sosebee; 
stepfather Doug Halsch; sis-
ter and brother-in-law, Joy 
Dubose-Simonton and Rob-
ert Simonton; brother Austin 
Sosebee; stepsister and step-
brother, Stacey Halsch and 
Alec Halsch; stepbrothers 
Adam Treat, Nick Treat and 
Nathan Treat and his wife, 
Jennifer; grandfather Robert 

Jack Lynn
Callison

 Jack Lynn Callison, 49, a 
longtime resident of South 
Belt area, died on Sunday, 
Dec. 18, 2011, in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates, of 
pneumonia. He was an Army 
contractor working for KBR 
at the embassy in Baghdad, 
Iraq.
 Callison was born in Odes-
sa in 1962, and lived in the 
South Belt area since 1976. 
He graduated from J. Frank 
Dobie High School in 1980.
 Callison was preceded in 
death by his father, Joe Cal-
lison. Survivors include his 
mother, Charlotte Callison; 
daughter Cassie Callison; and 
son Cody Callison of League 
City.
 A celebration of Callison’s 
life was held at Pine Valley 
Bible Church on Tuesday, 
Dec. 27, 2011, followed by a 
graveside service in Chries-
man, Texas.

Frederick 
Robert Deermer

 Frederick Robert Deer-
mer, 82, of Houston, died on 
Friday, Dec. 30, 2011. He 
was a South Belt resident 
since 1974.
 Deermer was born in Stu-
art, Neb., to Karl and Theresa 
Kollman Deermer. He was 
the youngest of eight chil-
dren. He graduated from St. 
Joseph Catholic High School 
in 1947. After graduation, 
Deermer joined the U.S. 
Army then moved to Omaha, 
Neb., where he met Mary 
Jane Sullivan, and on Sept. 
12, 1953, they were married.
 Deermer began as a sales-
man, but found his true gift 
and passion as a master crafts-
man, carpenter, homebuilder 
and remodeler. He (along 
with his children) built the 
home he raised his family in 
and resided in for more than 
40 years. After retiring from 
Holly Hall Retirement Center 
in 1995, Deermer put his mas-
ter craftsman knowledge and 
skills to work serving West 
University United Method-
ist Church and preschool 
for the next 15 years where 
he  custom built cabinets in 
nearly every classroom. His 
fi rst enjoyment was his fam-
ily, but he also loved fi sh-
ing. His hobby of designing 
and building anything out of 
wood was passed on to all his 
sons and grandsons. He was a 
great joke teller.
 Deermer is preceded in 
death by his son, Bryan Matt-
hew Deermer; siblings: Hank, 
Johanna, Charlie, Joe, Paul 
and Rose.
 Survivors include his wife, 
Mary Jane, of Houston; chil-
dren: Jane Broughton and 
husband Jeff of Houston, 
Maureen Jones of Haleiwa, 
Hawaii, John Deermer of 
Volcano, Hawaii, Suzanne 
Wallace of New Braunfels, 
Michelle Angle of Houston, 
Nancy Deermer of Houston, 
Mark Deermer and wife Deb-
bie of Phoenix, and Marilyn 
Bush of Canyon Lake, Texas; 
grandchildren: Michael Lyle 
and wife Keiko of Houston, 
Joshua McGinn and wife 
Kristen of Pearland, Adam 
Bentley and wife Darci of 
Henly, Texas, Matthew Bent-
ley of Alvin, Hunter Otwell 
of Haleiwa, Hawaii, Thomas 

Boatman of Houston, Eric 
Boatman of Pearland, Chris-
topher Full of Missouri, Ash-
ley Bush of Canyon Lake; 
great-grandchildren: Madi-
son and Abigail McGinn of 
Pearland, and Sakura and 
Nami Lyle of Houston; sister 
Clara Vrooman of Atkinson, 
Neb.; and numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins.
 The funeral service was 
held on Wednesday, Jan. 4, 
2012, at St. Frances Cabrini 
Catholic Church in Houston.

pushing Westbrook Interme-
diate beyond its instructional 
capacity. The issue of over-
crowding is before the School 
Boundary Advisory Com-
mittee (SBAC).
 SBAC is charged with re-
viewing elementary and inter-
mediate attendance zones and 
developing recommendations 
to ease overcrowding at some 
campuses while populating 
underutilized schools.
 Based on demographic 
projections for Westbrook 
Intermediate and the WAVE 
program, Westbrook’s stu-
dent population could reach 
1,411 next year. Westbrook’s 
instructional capacity is 1,100.
 WAVE was created in 
1996 for sixth- through eighth-
grade gifted and talented stu-
dents. The services and cours-
es offered at WAVE focus on 
the nature and needs of ado-
lescent gifted learners.
 By replicating WAVE at 
League City Intermediate, 
the district can continue to 
offer the same courses and 
services to all students who 
qualify as gifted and talented. 
League City Intermediate is 
under capacity; current en-
rollment is 445 students. Its 
instructional capacity is 1,100 
students. Such a move would 
also prevent the district from 
having to cap the number of 
students who can participate 
in WAVE. The district cur-
rently caps enrollment in the 
Science Magnet at Seabrook 
Intermediate.
 As approved by the school 
board, the student population 
will be split between the two 
campuses using high school 
feeder patterns. GT students 
who feed into Clear Creek, 
Clear Springs and Clear Falls 
high schools will attend the 
South Campus, and gifted 
and talented students who 
feed into Clear Brook and 
Clear Lake high schools will 
attend the North Campus.
 The cost of duplicating the 
program will be $236,000 to 
ensure equity between the 
two sites.

Mable Evelyn 
Carson

 Mable Evelyn Carson, 73, 
died Saturday, Dec. 3, 2011. 
After having recovered from 
multiple heart surgeries, 
strokes and complete organ 
failure, she succumbed a year 
later to a blood infection. She 
was born on Oct. 21, 1938, 
in Meridian, Miss., to John 
Henry McRee and Mable 
Cornelius Wood of Merid-
ian. The family moved to the 
Heights in Houston in 1954.
 Carson worked as an ac-
countant and later as a cer-
tifi ed nurse assistant. She 
loved caring for her elderly 
patients. She was a gifted 
singer, pianist and painter. 
She frequented the Houston 
Opera, Symphony and Alley 
Theatre. She was a charter 
member of Sagemont Bap-
tist Church and was involved 
in choir and women’s mis-
sions. She lived in the Sage-
mont area from 1966 through 
1990. Later in life, she lived 
in Northwest Houston.
 Carson is preceded in 
death by her parents, John and 
Mable McRee; former hus-
band Cliff Carson of Sage-
mont; and her grandnephew, 
Joshua Kraemer, of Cold 
Spring, Texas.
 She is survived by her son, 
Dariel Carson, of Brady, Tex-

Be aware of those who are 
around you, your children

 Christopher Michael Jones, 
33, died Sunday, Dec. 25, 
2011. He was born on March 
20, 1978, in Houston, where 
he grew up, and later attended 
Dickinson High School. He 
loved his basketball, bowling 
and always talked about foot-
ball. The Jones family lives in 
Kirkwood.
 Jones is survived by his 
parents, Teresa and Rudy 
Urdiales; brothers Beau and 
Aaron; sister Spring; the love 
of his life, Kelley Kirk; niec-
es Eryal and Emily; grand-
mother Virginia Burke;  aunts 
Debra, Jamie, Colleen and 
Kristy; uncle Mark, and their 

Charles G. 
Allan III

 Charles Galphin Allan III, 
36, died on Monday, Dec. 19, 
2011. He was born in Galves-
ton on Aug. 25, 1975.
 Allan is preceded in death 
by his father, Charles G. Al-
lan II, and his canine Nalu.
 He is survived by his 
son, Charles “Charlie” Al-
lan IV; his wife, Tracy Jo; 
mother Inez Allan; sisters, 
Cheri Balla and husband 
Ernie, Margaret Allan, Mae 
“Cissy” Spicer, and Charlene 
Allan; niece Melissa Fewell 
and husband Jason and their 
son, Mason; nephews: Chris-
topher Laws and son G.C., 
Jesse Richey, and Matthew 
Giles; aunts: Leona Cantrell 
and Ruth Puritt; cousin Rob-
ert Cantrell and wife Penny; 
brother-in-law Steve Spicer 
and close friend and friend of 
the family Mason Cagnola; 
and many friends and extend-
ed family members.
 Allan graduated with 
honors in elementary educa-
tion from the University of 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, 
and taught special education 
there before moving back to 
Galveston with his son and 
new wife, to be around fam-

Williams; grandmothers Bil-
lie Cates and Carolyn Wil-
liams; aunt Sharon Sosebee; 
uncle and aunt, Paul and 
Fe Williams; nephews and 
nieces, Christian and Adley 
Simonton and Noah and Abi-
gail Treat; and cousins Chan-
dler Sosebee and Sabrina 
Williams.
 A memorial service was 
held on Friday, Dec. 30, 
2011, at Forest Park East Fu-
neral Home.

as; daughter April Carson of 
Austin; sister Jean Kraemer 
of Willis; nephew Allan Krae-
mer of Cold Spring; grand-
children: Melissa Atwater of 
Midland, Texas, Jared Carson 
and Waylon Kyzar of Brady; 
and fi ve great-grandchildren.
 A graveside funeral ser-
vice was held Dec. 9, 2011, 
at Forest Park Lawndale 
Cemetery. Carnes Funeral 
Home and Dr. John Morgan, 
pastor of Sagemont Church, 
performed the service.
 Memorial donations can 
be made in Carson’s name to 
Sagemont Church, Missions.

Melillo collects for program

Melillo Middle School donated food and toys to the South Belt Leader’s annual 
Christmas Food and Toy Drive. To assist in donations, the school hosted a competi-
tion between homerooms. Pictured is the winning homeroom, Sheri Richardson’s 
class, bringing in 93 toys and food items. Shown are, left to right, (front row) Joshuah 
Valtierra, Alexis Gammon, Alexis Esquibel, Sergio Martinez, Vincenett Bennett, Joel 
Zavala, Michaela Berryman, Trinity Davis, Alicia Pizano, (back row) Diamante 
Deleon, Kennedi Southall, Janae Shanklin, Kaylyn Miller, Brian Salazar, Erin Alix, 
Richardson, Colby Walker, Maiah Valdez, Charlotte Ford, Jamie Carman, Joshua 
Woernley, Gabrielle Barrera and Leonardo Baez. Photo submitted

 Publisher’s Opinion
Thank you, thank you, thank you!

 As we start the new 
year, we have to thank all 
those who donated to the 
annual South Belt Leader 
Christmas drive.
 This project has been 
going on 29 years. The 
many toys we received 
went to youngsters, many 
of whom would not have 
had Christmas without the 
program. The program is 
strongly supprted by chil-
dren in our  local schools. 

Without them, there would 
be no program.
 In addition to the chil-
dren, a number of adults 
also come through, some 

on a yearly basis. On be-
half of approximately 250 
children, we thank you and 
God bless.

–Marie Flickinger

ily. Allan’s passion was surf-
ing. He loved the beach, and 
his favorite place was the 
west coast of Mexico. 
 He also enjoyed camping, 
fi shing, surfi ng and traveling 
with his family.
 A memorial service was 
held at Carnes Brothers Fu-
neral Home on Friday, Dec. 
23, 2011. In lieu of fl owers, 
a memorial fund has been set 
up. Make checks to Tracy Jo 
Snow at 13242 Snow Lane, 
Willis, TX 77318, referencing 
Charles Allan memorial fund.
 A celebration of life cer-
emony and paddle-out was 
held Dec. 27 on the beach at 
Sea Isle in Galveston.
 On the day of his death, 
Charles had just been married 
40 days to longtime South 
Belt resident Tracy Snow.
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 The following are New 
Year’s resolutions for 2012 
written by fifth-grade students 
at Morris Middle School.
 I would like to do more 
studying and get higher scores.  
  Yesenia Ramirez
 I want to eat less candy next 
year. Wendy Pantoja
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to be nicer, behave, and fol-
low instructions. Jack Yu
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to grow taller.  
  Khanh Nguyen
 I want to help people with 
anything they need in 2012.  
  Kyana Shannon
 I’m going to exercise more, 
practice my reading, math, and 
science. I will also practice my 
violin more and eat less choco-
late…if I can. Kevin Tran
 I am going to be a better 
person, by helping my mom 
wash the dishes, helping my 
dad wash the car, and trying not 

to bother my brother.  
  Jocelyn Solis
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to become more like my 
teachers and my mom and dad. 
I will also be a responsible kid.  
  Alyssa Dominquez
 I would like to move to a 
house with solar panels.  
  Ricardo Lima
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to try my best to get all A’s on 
my report card to make my 
parents proud. Lauren Dinh
 I promise to be kinder and 
nicer to my brother.  
  Alyssa Carrico
 I would like to improve 
reading. Next year I want to 
make 500 A.R. points.  
  Joshua Kay
 My resolution is to get out-
side and active more often.  
  Bobby Early
 From now on, I will do my 
homework first when I get 
home. Adrian Montez

 I want to ride my bike all 
around the country.  
  Oscar Trevino
 I would like to read more 
instead of playing video games 
and watching T.V.  
  Roberto Campa
 I am going to be a better 
person by helping my mom 
with the laundry, my dad with 
his work, and my cousins with 
their homework. Karen Green
 B-rush my teeth everyday
 A-ct brave
 O-utside exercising more.  
  Bao Huynh
 My New Years resolution 
is… To spend more time with 
my family and be nicer to my 
mom. Owen Espinosa
 To be nicer to people and 
get good grades in school.  
  Dominick Pittman
 To be the kindest, greatest, 
smartest student in the world.  
  Patricia Rocha
 To be nicer to my brothers 

Morris Middle School students write New Year’s resolutions for 2012
and help out more with chores 
at home. Dayzia Ross
 To make more friends at 
school and get higher grades.  
  Maribel Garza
 To eat healthier and be more 
prepared for the future.  
  Marisa Johnson
 To spend more time outside 
playing so that I can get more 
exercise. Michelle Nguyen
 To text less at home and 
spend more time with my fam-
ily.  Terry Grantham
 To finish my homework and 
have a better attitude with my 
sister at home. Zoe Martinez
 To go to tutoring more and 
study while I am at home.  
  Quirino Guajardo
 To hit the books more, be 
good in my classes, follow all 
rules and listen to my teachers 
more. Uzziel Luna
 To be a better soccer player 
so I can play on a team.  
  Jason Ramirez

 To participate in a baseball 
team so I can do great for my 
dad. Jamie Yzaguirre
 To save more money and 
play on a football team.  
  Christopher Gordon
 To win another medal at 
track and be a better boy at 
home. Dominic Trinh
 To listen more to my parents 
and not have an attitude with 
them. Mya Garcia
 To tell my parents more how 
grateful I am for having them.  
  Johnny Ho
 To do great in school and 
get commended on the Math 
STAAR test. Lindzey Rapalo

To do more chores at home 
and save up my money for some-
thing big. Matthew Dobbs
 To write a great article that 
it gets put in a newspaper.  
  Abigayle Wells
 To spend time at the animal 
shelter so they get lots of love.  
  Ivan Ontiveros

  My New Year’s resolution 
is to help my sister clean our 
room. Nicole Bryant
 My New Year’s resolution is 
to watch less t.v., less computer, 
and help my mom and my dad.  
  Vanessa Frias
 My New Year’s resolution is 
to be kind to my little brother.  
  Balam Ventura
 My New Year’s resolution is 
to behave good and do what my 
mom tells me to do.  
  Emily Vargas
 My New Year’s resolution is 
to respect my mom.  
  Jennifer Garcia
 My New Year’s resolution is 
to be nice to my brother and 
sister. Angelo Ramirez
 My New Year’s resolution is 
to be good and have the best 
year. Rodolpho Olivares
 My New Year’s resolution is 
to help my mom with the 
baby. Maricsa Gonzalez
 My New Year’s resolution is 

to do a better job cleaning my 
room. Kayla Perez
 My New Year’s resolution is 
to dance more. Luis Vasquez
 My New Year’s resolution is 
to practice on my baseball 
skills. Victor Riley
 I will try to be more active 
and not stay indoors all of the 
time. I will try not to play video 
games all day. Nicolas Luna
 I will try to eat less candy, 
be nicer to my siblings, be 
more respectful to my parents, 
study more often, and get better 
grades. Gilianne Rangel
 I will do my work faster and 
concentrate more.
  Daniela Lopez
  I will lose weight, exercise 
more, and eat healthier.
  Clare Vanpelt
  I will stop eating so much 
food. Dustin Ferris
  I will study more often, eat 
healthier, listen more and pay 
attention to my teachers so I 
have a chance to earn better 
grades. Jocelyn Granados
 I will stop giving my mom a 
headache. Joan Polito
 I will study more, get into 
less trouble, work harder, drink 
less soda, get better grades, 
read more, act less silly, talk 
less, and pay more attention.  
  Roland Torres
 I will listen more, be better 
behaved, help my family with 
chores, and be nicer to my sis-
ter.  Albert Chavez
 I will eat healthier, try to 
keep my room clean, read more, 
try to learn how to play guitar, 
try to master Lego building, 
and make better Lego things.  
  Darin Pulido
 I will practice more at home, 
lose weight, have faith in every-
thing, be nicer, and get better 
grades. Jeleasa Crawford
 I want to lose weight, take 
vocal lessons, learn how to play 
the guitar and the piano, attend 
an audition, sing a solo in front 
of 1,000 people, go to Los 
Angeles and Burbank, Califor-
nia, and to become a famous 
professional singer, dancer, and 
musician! Lauryn Locksey
 I will study more, eat less 
junk food, be more active, and 
talk less. Patrick Collins
 I will learn to save my 
money, eat healthier, and do my 
homework before playing out-
side. Cinthia Cervantes

 I will get better grades, help 
out others, and be funnier.  
  Savannah Rodriguez
 This year, I’m going to be 
helpful, study more, and buy 
presents for my family.  
  Michael Oko
 For New Year’s, I want to 
read more, study more, become 
smarter, and be more creative 
so I can have a better life.  
  Alfredo Perez
 For New Year’s, I will change 
my ways and be more polite, 
thankful, and caring toward 
others. Brianna Aguirre
 I will respect others, play 
more sports, learn how to cook, 
get more allowance, study 
more, and get a summer job.  
  Daimian Velez
 I will try to lose weight and 
read more books. Kyle Garcia
 I will try to get better grades 
and be a better student.  
  Hector Anaya
 I will try to cut down on the 
snacks and the food I eat.  
  Keniesha James
 I will try to stay healthy and 
exercise. Elias Chavez
 To try harder, get better 
grades, and be more successful 
in school. Alyssa Walker
 I will try to be nicer and get 
rid of my attitude. Sierra Berry
 My goal is to read more 
books, and go outside instead 
of playing video games.  
  David Velez
 To have a better attitude and 
be more helpful to people.  
  Kennedy Allen
 I will try to stay healthy and 
in shape for football.  
  Jordan Bradshaw
 I need to be more active in 
sports. Antwon Alexander
 I will try to exercise more 
by doing an activity, like play-
ing soccer. Erik Aguirre
 I will eat a healthier meal 
everyday and stay away from 
sweets. Heidi Sauceda
 I will be prepared for class 
everyday. Alexis Shaw
 I will study every subject 
daily for at least 30 minutes.  
  Alley Brookland
 I will try to get better grades 
in school. Johnny White
 To be nicer to my class-
mates and have more patience.  
  Kathy Mai
 To play outside everyday, 
and eat healthier foods.  
  Caleb Morante

 To eat healthier foods and 
be more active in sports.  
  Omar Galvan
 To get a good education and 
stop talking to my friends dur-
ing class. Alyssa Brown
 I pledge to set goals that will 
help me strive to earn my way 
to college. Kevin Dinh
 I pledge to practice on my 
viola, study harder for my 
STAAR Test, play softball, and 
keep school as my #1 thing.  
  Maritza Elizalde
 I pledge that I will help my 
mom and dad around the 
house. Eric Escobedo
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to focus more in school.  
  David Garcia
 I promise to focus more in 
school during each of my class-
es.  Vasti Gonzalez
 I plan to lose weight in the 
New Year. Megan Harris
 I pledge to make better 
grades, and study hard for col-
lege. Milena Hernandez
 I will try harder in school 
and get better grades.  
  Rony Inthavong
 I plan to finish 5th Grade, 
and enjoy my summer.  
  Martavious Johnson
 I will play more outside to 
become healthier.  
  Nicholas Lewis
 I plan to save up my money 
in the New Year.  
  Gerardo Montoya
 I pledge to get 500 Accel-
erated Reader points by the end 
of the school year. Jade Nanez
 I will try to improve my 
Reading skills in the New 
Year. Gerardo Orocio
 I pledge not to smoke and 
do things that older people do.  
  Jordy Reyes 
 I’m going to try to work 
harder and concentrate better in 
school. James Robertson
 My goal is to watch less TV 
and go outside to be more 
active. Neema Shafaei
 I pledge to start doing all of 
my homework. I will not be a 
troublemaker. Jahnyiea Webb
 I want to become a better 
free hand artist.  
  Michaela Taylor
 I pledge to play less video 
games, spend more time with 
my family, and save my money 
by spending less on things I 
don’t need.  
  Christian Tijerina

Melillo students make 2012 New Year’s resolutions
 The following are New 
Year’s resolutions for 2012 
written by fifth-grade students 
at Melillo Middle School.

Fifth grade
Jacqueline Carmona’s class 

 For my new years resolu-
tion I am going to try to get 
better grades. I am not very 
good at school so I am going to 
try to work on that. I am going 
to try to be better at sports by 
working out and practicing. I 
am very very lousy at sports I 
stink a lot. I am also going to 
try to be nicer; a lot of people 
say I am mean because I always 
pick on them, but they just 
can’t take a joke. I think I am a 
wonderful person. I also want 
to try to be in gynastics, be-
cause it sounds really fun and I 
want to try it.
  Lily Ann Vitrella
 What I am going to do for 
my new year’s resolution be-
come a better athlete by prac-
ticing and training. Maybe I 
could become a pro-athlete at 
all of the sports I play. I then 
would be able to support my 
family. I would have money 
and a roof over my head.
  Briasia Garza
 For the new years I would 
like to achieve goals that I have 
wanted a long time ago. I want 
to study hard and try to make it 
to my dream college which is 
University of Texas and gradu-
at and become a football expert 
player, and I will become one 
by studying and training hard 
in gym or P.E.
  Brayson Hughes
 What I am going to do for 
my new year’s resolution is try 
dance. The reason I would like 
to is because I love to dance 
and also so I can get better. The 
place I am going to join is FLY; 
so I at least have someone I 
know there. The reason I know 
someone there is because she is 
in my class and her name is 
Victoria. These are the reasons 
that I want this to be my new 
year’s resolution of 2011.
  Morgan Rankins
 My new year resolution 
would have to be for me to 
make my community cleaner 
and for me to cook and learn 
how to speak another two dif-
ferent languages and for me to 
have a good soccer career. And 
for me to improve my relation-

ship with sister. And I want to 
improve my spanish and my 
french. Karina Gonzalez
 My new year’s resolution is 
for me to get all A’s for the 
school year. I will do that by 
doing my homework, school-
work, practicing my art, and 
extra work for the rest of the 
school year. I will also be reas-
ing or studying in my free time. 
Plus I will be trying to learn 
some spanish and try to get in 
the district science fair this 
year. I will also be doing my 
work on time, and be myself. If 
anyone needs my help I’ll help 
them. Kaitlyn Sanchez
 My 2012 goal is to get bet-
ter at soccer but at goalie keep-
er I’ve been training with my 
coach and dad. I hope I can be 
the best being goalie keeper 
because I’ve been training hard 
for it propie next week we have 
a game and I hope they put me 
as goalie keeper because I real-
ly want to be it.
  Roberto Rayos
 In 2012 my New Year’s 
Resolution is to lose 30 pounds. 
I am overweight and I never 
tell anyone. I think one of my 
problem is that people at school 
are sometimes mean to me. 
When I get home I look back at 
what happened during the day. 
That’s why I’m a little bit 
chunky. I don’t really like 
being fat, because every one 
judges me. You know some-
times I wonder why the have to 
be so cruel. Another one of my 
resolutions is to get better 
grades in school. I am an A+ 
student but I get 60s and 70s. I 
really want to be able to get 
into a good college or at least 
get accepted. That’s my New 
Year’s Resolutions are.
  Celestina Deluna
 My new years resolution is 
to help the people in the hospi-
tal. I would like to go and hang 
out with them during the week-
end. I would get toys I don’t 
use and give the toyos to them. 
I’d bring them clothes and 
shoes that don’t fit me to them. 
I’d play games with them and 
listen to music. I’d bring my 
computer and play games with 
them on the computer. We 
would play ICarly, Education 
games, and a lot more stuff. I’d 
get books and take them to the 
hospital and read the books to 

them. Victoria Ayala
 My new years resolution is 
to help out in my community. I 
really hope I can at least work 
at the local food bank or help 
the elderly, because now all 
kids want to do is play video 
games, go out and have fun, 
but it not all about that. I 
believe helping out the com-
munity and serving God is my 
duty. But if we all work togeth-
er we can make a better world. 
Helping at a local food bank 
can help end world hunger. 
Helping out can save our planet 
can save our planet from just 
cleang up the streets.
  Nicolle Moreno
 I am planning to start my 
New Year’s by working harder 
in school to bring up some of 
my grabs in my six classes. But 
I will still have enough time to 
play football with my buddies 
and family. All the hard work I 
will do next year I will never 
forget this year because my 
class and my teachers were the 
best I ever had at all other 
schools I been too. I hope I will 
pass all the grades and make it 
too a good college. Everything 
we do to day changes the world 
tomarrow.  
  Monique Durham
 Is to help out the community 
llike pick up trash in the neigh-
borhood and help the elderly. I 
want to do this because if we 
leave it a mess there can be pol-
lution and all this kind of econ-
omy problems. The reason I 
want to help the elderly is 
because bad things can happen 
to them. For example, if they 
are crossing the street and the 
driver does something wrong to 
the car they can seriously get 
injured. Also, if we do not help 
out our community it will 
become all messy and look like 
a dump and what if the presi-
dent comes through our neigh-
borhood and sees our neighbor-
hood. He might never want to 
come to Houston ever again. In 
fact it is also good for the envi-
ronment to clean our city 
because it will start polluting 
and global warming will hap-
pen and if all this other bad 
chemicals are in the air then 
pretty soon a lot of extreme 
weather will start happening 
like tornados, hurricanes and 
many other stuff. So that’s why 

I want to help the community!
  Nicholas Gaytan
 My new years resolution is 
to start being nicer to my little 
sisters. Also start eating way 
more healthier food. If I’m 
going to follow my promises, 
I’m going to start making 
plans. When I start being nicer 
I’m going to count instead of 
yelling. When I eat healthier 
I’m going to start eating one 
desser a week. Some other 
resolutions I’m going to follow 
are going to bed early, fixing 
my attitude. My attitude is 
pretty bad its like I talk back a 
lot. I’m going to fix my attitude 
by thinking of happy things. 
Finally my last resolution is 
going to bed early by sleeping 
at 8:00. Dominique Peralta
 My new years resolution is 
to read more books. I will do 
this by going to librarys, check-
ing my house for books, and 
buying more books from my 
local book stores, library stores, 
comic book stores, and from 
friendly garage sales. When I 
finish a large, thick, exiting 
book series, I will make sure I 
have more books that are my 
level to read and sometimes 
after a while I will re-read the 
large books I already read.
  Ivan Cortez
 For my New Year Resolution 
I’m going to try to make 
straight A’s. So I’m trying to 
get good grades and be just like 
my sister and brother. I am 
going to try to make 100’s on 
every test especially Staar test. 
I’m going to try to make 100 
on every assignment. I plan to 
even make every grade level 
too. I’m going to do that by 
finishing all my assignments 
on time. Also by not talking to 
my friends. I’m going to try to 
not miss a day so I won’t have 
to make up the work I miss the 
next day. Johana Peña
 In 2012 I want to improve 
my grades by 100%. By getting 
an A or B on everything I do. 
On test on quizes n everything I 
do. I will make my parents very 
proud. I will achive my goal by 
studying everyday after school, 
listening to all my teachers. 
Getting good grades now and in 
2012. Macie Owens
 In 2012 my new year’s reso-
lution in going to be awesome. 
What I’m going to do is be a 

pro at dancing. I will practice 
and try all my work to be a pro. 
I really love dancing. When I 
was 8 all the way thru 10 I was 
the captain but then when I was 
10 ½ I quit dancing. I really 
wanted to stay there but my 
mom said it was too much 
money. Each costume cost 100 
dollars and I needed 4 costumes 
so that cost 400 dollars plus 
some other stuff for cheer. But I 
will never stop practicing and 
never give up.
 I really have another goal. 
My other new year’s resolution 
is to get good grades. Right 
now I’m doing good but not 
that good like I’m supposed to. 
If I want to get better grades I 
would have to study very hard 
and never give up. School is a 
very good education. I really 
enjoy school and having fun 
with my friends and teachers.
  Valerie Garcia
 I 2012 I will come to school 
and improve my grades. To 
become successful by doing 
my homework, studying really 
hard, and doing my best on all 
my work. Angela Barrera
 My resolution is to get a 
good education in math. I will 
start by studying every night, 
and very hard. I will do that 
just to pass the Star test. I need 
to start now so I can be ready 
for my education in 2012. I 
will be really smart in the 
future. This is my resolution 
for 2012. Joseph R.
 I want to get straight A’s. If 
I do it will be good for me. I 
plan to get A’s on my home-
work. A’s will help me to be 
successful. I plan to work hard 
and studying at home before 
bedtime. Samantha Lopez
 Is to exersize more and eat 
better. I can do it by exersizing 
with my mom, dad and sister. I 
can go for walks, ride my bike, 
and jog with my dad. I can eat 
better by buying helthy foods 
at the store. Sara Cortez
 Is pass 5th grade and get 
commeded in one of the 
STAAR tests. I can do that by 
being good at school, paying 
attention to the teachers and 
studying for the STAAR test a 
lot. Ashley Rivera
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to not drink soda for the next 
to or three years. Pretty much 
the only kind of drink I will be 
drinking is water, water, and 
water. I don’t think anybody 
could stand it but I’ve done it 
before so I could do it again no 
matter what, everything is pos-
sible. If anybody tells me I 
can’t do it then they better ask 
my brother and sister cause I 
have done it for more than a 
year. I am not giving up for any 
cost. Luis Neira
 What I want to accomplish 
for Chinese New Year is to get 
all straight A’s on my report 
card. And not to get detention 
or no more than 2 conduct mark 
or tardys. How I would accom-
plish it is to do my best in 
school and try to stay out of 
trouble. I will also try to eat 
more than I usually do, because 
I want to be a little fat so I 
won’t get sick all the time! I 
will try to help my family more, 
like washing the dishes, folding 
clothes, and cleaning the rooms 
when it gets dirty. And one of 
the most things I want to do is 
learn how to cook. The reason I 
want to cook is because my 
family and my uncle. When he 
gets hungry I can cook for him 
to eat in Heaven so he won’t be 
hungry! I want to do all of these 
and I will try not to be bad!
  Sandy Huynh
 Never eat chile for 2 years 
cause last year I ate this spicy 
green chile and 4 minutes later 
I was throwing up. Then 6 days 
later I ate this little red ball of 
chile and I was drinking water 
all day. So my mom took me to 
the doctor and the doctor told 
my mom I had a virus so I 
couldn’t eat chile for 2 years 
that why I am doing it this year. 
That my new years goal!
  Eric Martinez II
 I will start helping my mom 
with our new born baby girl. To 
help my mom I will wash and 
fold every one of my family 
members clothes. I will help 
wash dishes, mop the entire 
house, sweep, clean my room 
and my brother’s room. I will 
also be cleaning the front and 
back yard, mowing, and pick-
ing up leaves. I will also work 
hard at school, and listen to my 
teachers in all my classes. I will 
also start helping in my classes 
by having hearts that care, 
hands that serve and minds that 

think at Melillo Middle school.
  Zandy Lucero
 My new years resolution is 
to get 100’s on all my grades. I 
will accomplish that by study-
ing alot and listning to my 
teachers also by trying my best. 
I can read way more than I 
already read so that I get more 
knowledge and help me on my 
spelling. I will memorize that 
I’ve learned. I can get to sleep 
early so that I can let my brain 
rest and be ready for school.
  Pricilla Ardeade
 I will be making allot of 
changes starting new years. 
First I will make changes in my 
grades, that means allot more 
studying. I will also start mak-
ing changes in my community. 
I will be collecting trash off of 
the streets and sidewalks. I will 
be donating to those in need. I 
am going to try to get a job at 
the pound. I can not wait untill 
new year! It will be lots of 
work but it will be worth it!!
  Lexus McMahan
 Is I’m going to try to get my 
grades up and get so healthy 
for cheerleading. I’m going to 
get my grades up by studying 
and working harder on social 
studies, math, science and 
reading, especially math so I’ll 
make a couple of paper flash 
cards. For me to get healthy for 
cheerleading is to eat less junk 
foodbut more salad and pro-
tein. I will also work out on a 
daily basis, I’ll get on the tread-
mill, do push-ups and sit-ups 
almost every 2 hours then I’m 
gonna do the work-out game 
“Zumba” on the Wii.
  Kianna Williams
 My goal that I want achieve 
this year is past 5th and 6th and 
get to collage and get my 
degree and start living my own 
life. I want to get good grades 
and pass my grades and do not 
do bad things like talk back 
and be sneeky and any of that 
bad stuff. I want to be a good 
perso and have a good life. I 
want to get a job and get a 
house and a wife and kids. That 
is my goal I want to achieve.
  Kaleb Church
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to try to get strart A’s by pay-
ing attention to the teacher. My 
second resolution is to be nice 
to my little and big sister by 
helping them. My third resolu-
tion is to help. Angel Castillo

Fifth and sixth grades
Maria Diaz’s class

 My New Year’s Resolutions 
are to watch less tv and be a 
better soccer player. I am going 
to clean my room so that I can 
play outside more with my 
friends. I also want to make 
better grades.
  Jonathan Delgado
 My New Year’s Resolutions 
are that I want to show my 
mom and dad that I can do bet-
ter in school by making good 
grades. I will also help my 
mom clean the house when she 
tells me to and I will help her 
with my little sister when she is 
having trouble with her.
  Dolce Garcia
 I will start listening to my 
mom and stop ignoring her. I 
will stop yelling at my cousin 
for making me die in my video 
games. I will not get detention 
anymore. Arturo Garza
 Next year I want to get bet-
ter grades. I will be nice to my 
brother and I will obey my 
mom. Also, I’ll do what my 
mom tells me to do. I will lis-
ten to my brother and sister.
  Genesis Gaytan
 Start earning money to buy 
my own things or buy things 
for my mom and dad. Also to 
make better grades this year so 
that I can go to Thompson next 
year. Jonathan Diaz
 To imrpove in math and get 
better grades. And to listen to 
my parents more, like when 
they tell my to clean my room.
  Cindy Hernandez
 To be more patient with my 
cousins and not fight with my 
brother. I will obey my parents 
and spend more time with my 
family. I will also be better in 
school, respect my teachers 
and study more.
  Alejandro Morales
 To respect other people 
including my mom and dad. I 
will study more and pay atten-
tion to the teachers.
  Jenifer Ovalle
 To be patient with my broth-
ers and take care of them too. I 
am going to start working out. 
I am also going to help with 
chores around the house, and 
get better grades.
  Rudy Guajardo

Stuchbery 
studies force, 

motion
Second-grade students in Shirley 
Young’s class at Stuchbery Elementary 
recently were taught a lesson on force 
and motion. They focused on tracing 
the position of an object over time, 
such as a car rolling down a ramp. 
They measured the length that each 
car traveled down a ramp after the fi rst 
couple of books (the car did not move 
until the second book) and discussed 
the force that allowed the car to move 
down the ramp (gravity).
Left: Alexis Diaz and Nicole Escobar.

Students Jonathan Anyanwu, Kemauri Millender, Montsarrat Alba and Abigail Ortiz learn about force 
and motion.

South Belt 

Graphics & Printing

It’s not too early to order your 

Graduation Invitations 
and Announcements!

Let us make your occasion 
special with custom invitations 

& announcements to 
commemorate your achievment! 

Call For Information

281-484-4337

BHI November Bears

Beverly Hills Intermediate Bears of the Month for November are, left to 
right, (front row) Emily Rios, Francesca Gomez, Jazmyn Gomez, (middle 
row) Nathan Covarrubias, Vanessa Nicaragua, Teresa D’Costa, (back row) 
Collin Erickson, Andrew Hinojosa, Tyler Myers and Jose Reyes Rivera. Not 
pictured is Christiana Nnabuife.
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35 years ago ( 1977)

 Public outcry prompted 
the removal of a stop sign 
which had been placed at 
the corner of the South Belt 
and the Gulf Freeway.
 A reward was offered 
by Pasadena Independent 
School District offi cials for 
information leading to the 
arrests of vandals. Nearly 
$6,000 in damage was done 
to a language lab at Dobie 
High School.

30 years ago (1982)
 All Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District 
seventh- and eighth-grade 
students in Galveston 
County would attend the 
new League City Interme-
diate School.
 The Texas Assessment of 
Basic Skills test was adopt-
ed as the Pasadena school 
district’s exit-level exami-
nation by trustees at the 
regular monthly meeting.

25 years ago (1987)
 Utility use and costs in 

the Pasadena ISD dropped 
as much as 16 percent over 
a fi ve-year period due to the 
district’s energy manage-
ment program.
 Dr. Lloyd R. Ferguson, 
60, a Green Tee resident, 
was named to replace John 
Ward as the Clear Creek 
ISD superintendent.

20 years ago (1992)
 The Dobie High School 
Academic Decathlon team 
won the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District 
competition with 42,118 
points and advanced to the 
regional competition.
 Clear Brook’s Jerrold 
Smith, William Price and 
Andre Bruce were named 
offensive newcomer of the 
year, most valuable player 
and defensive newcomer 
of the year respectively by 
the District 22-4A football 
coaches.

15 years ago (1997)
 Attendees at a communi-
ty meeting held at the Sage-
meadow MUD building 
voted overwhelmingly to 
retain the Pony-Colt base-
ball program for the South 
Belt area.
 Dr. Catherine O’Brien 
was nominated for the San 
Jacinto South campus’ 1998 
Piper Award.

10 years ago (2002)
 Pasadena ISD was ex-
periencing record-breaking 
housing growth, particu-
larly in the South Belt area, 
according to Metrostudy 
housing projections submit-
ted to the board of trustees.
 Martha Jiminez died due 
to complications of leu-
kemia leaving behind two 
children, Dobie students 
Sara and Javier.

5 years ago (2007)
 Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District Super-
intendent Sandra Mossman 
stated she would offi cially 
retire following the Christ-
mas break. She was the fi rst 

Remember When
female to hold the position 
and the only superintendent 
to be hired from within the 
district.
 For the 15th consecutive 
year, Thompson Intermed-
iate coach John Fowler 
encouraged his students 
to get into the spirit of the 
holidays by donating food 
items to the Leader Christ-
mas program. Fowler al-
lowed his students to opt 
out of their six-week ex-
ams if they donated canned 
goods to the food drive.
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District Board 
of Trustees voted to sell 
the district-owned property 
located in the 10800 block 
of Blackhawk near Do-
bie. Purchased by PISD in 
2004, the district originally 
intended to use the property 
as a satellite transportation 
center for its buses. How-
ever, after facing strong op-
position from many in the 
community and the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce, PISD Superin-
tendent Kirk Lewis dropped 
the plan.
 A city of Houston work-
er was killed and another 
injured when a car struck 
them at around 12:20 p.m. 
while they were removing 
debris from the 11600 block 
of Sabo. Harold Norwood, 
44, and Larry Williams, 
also 44, were part of the 
work crew from the city’s 
public works department. 
The two men were load-
ing debris into the back of 
their city truck when a blue 
Toyota Camry approached 
the truck from behind, 
swerved to the right and 
hit them. The car continued 
and clipped the corner of 
the truck. Norwood died at 
the scene, while Williams 
was transported to Memo-
rial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital with multiple in-
juries, including a broken 

MARK S. PIERA TT MARK S. PIERA TT 
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Over The Back Fence by Jan

ZACHARY TURNS 13!
 Happy belated birthday wishes are sent 
to Zachary Castillo who celebrated his 13th 
birthday on Sunday, Jan. 1. Love is sent from 
mom and dad, Jenifer and Alex Berlingeri, 
and Alex and Luke.

BO CELEBRATES ANOTHER YEAR
 James Bo Bolen celebrates his birthday 
Saturday, Jan. 7. Best wishes for a wonderful 
day are sent from his family, friends and the 
staff at the South Belt Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays Jan. 5 through 
Jan. 11.

Burnett Elementary
 On Jan. 7, Julie Mathew celebrates a 
birthday.

Bush Elementary
 Birthday wishes are sent to Vicki 
Sheppard Jan. 9.

Frazier Elementary
 A special birthday greeting is sent to 
Nancy Guerra Jan. 10.

Meador Elementary
 Jan. 6 is the day for a double celebra-
tion for Layna Hamon and Cheryl Caudill. 
Yecenia Mercado enjoys a birthday Jan. 10. 
On Jan. 11, Tara Merida has a birthday.

South Belt Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Amy 
Campos on Jan. 10.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Lana Noeth has a birthday Jan. 6.

Morris Middle School
 Greetings for a happy birthday are sent to 
Osvaldo Trujillo Jan. 10.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Enjoying a birthday Jan. 5. is Kari Mitchell 
Jan. 6 is the day for a double-layer cake 
for Angel Fernandez and Debra Murray. 
Blow out the birthday candles for Adriana 
Robinson Jan. 9.

Thompson Intermediate
 A birthday is celebrated by Ashley 
Chaddock Jan. 9.

Dobie High
 Double birthday wishes are sent to Bar-
bara Keogh and Stacy Thomas who share 
a birthday Jan. 11.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@southbelt 
leader.com with OTBF in the subject line. 
Items must be submitted by Friday at noon 
for the next week’s publication.

back. According to city of-
fi cials, the driver of the car 
was reportedly talking on a 
cellular phone at the time of 
the accident. The city truck 
was parked with fl ashers 
on, but no other form of 
warning device was behind 
the crew.

1 year ago (2011)
       A one-hour manhunt that 
shut down much of Scars-
dale ended with a suspect 
being arrested and charged 
on two felony counts. Chris-
topher Sauseda was arrest-
ed at roughly 4:50 p.m. for 
an open robbery warrant 
while he was a patient at 
Memorial Hermann South-
east Hospital. Once in police 
custody, Sauseda, 25, was 
observed by the arresting 
deputy moving his hand-
cuffed hands from behind 
his back to the front of his 
body. The deputy then 
called for assistance in 
detaining the suspect.
 Once backup arrived and 
attempted to extract Sau-
seda from the squad car, the 
suspect fl ed on foot near 
the intersection of Scarsdale 
and the Gulf Freeway. After 
running through a gas sta-
tion parking lot, Sauseda 
disappeared into an apart-
ment complex at Scarsdale 
and Algonquin. The sher-
iff’s department then called 
the Houston Police Depart-
ment and the Harris County 
Precinct 2 Constable’s 
offi ce for assistance. The 
law enforcement agencies 
set up a perimeter in the 
surrounding area, blocking 
off Scarsdale and adjacent 
streets, while an HPD heli-
copter and two K-9 units 
searched for the suspect. 
Sauseda was found roughly 
one hour later hiding in a 
garage of one of the apart-
ments. He was charged 
with escape while arrested 
or confi ned and robbery 
causing bodily injury.
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Frazier parents earn certificate

Frazier parents learned how to instill the principles of cooperation, courage, 
responsibility, respect and self-esteem in their children during  a five-session 
parenting class called Active Parenting Now in Three. The class met on 
Wednesday mornings and was taught by Josie Orosco. Pictured with their 
certificates of completion and program books are, left to right, Josie Orosco, 
Cynthia Logan, Edith Martinez, Lucina Zamudio and Mei Xue.  

Photo submitted

Dobie prepares for 
Godspell

Dobie High School recently announced the cast-
ing for the musical, Godspell, the first musical 
the school has performed in three years. With 
rehearsals almost every day, both the students 
and teachers involved have been hard at work 
to make the show spectacular for opening night, 
Jan. 25. Pictured, left to right, Isabel Rodriguez, 
Melanie Thompson, Victoria Gagneux, Deanellys 
Rivera, Tranice Shelton, Joshua Garcia, DeAndre 
Russell, Ian Lewis, and Paris Nichols rehearse 
while Tyler Ruberg, assistant musical director, 
plays the piano.

Photo submitted

 Clear Horizons Early Col-
lege High School is now tak-
ing applications for the Class 
of 2016. Eighth-grade stu-
dents may apply.
 Clear Horizons Early Col-
lege High School was estab-
lished in 2007 on the campus 
of San Jacinto College South 
on Beamer Road and earned 
a TEA Exemplary rating in 
2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011. 
Students graduate each year 
with an associate degree from 
San Jacinto College three 
weeks before walking across 
the stage and receiving a high 
school diploma from the 
Clear Creek Independent 
School District.
 There are more than 40 
early college high schools in 
Texas and 200 in the U.S. 
The schools are designed so 
that low-income youth, first-
generation college goers, 
English language learners,  
and other young people who 
are traditionally underrepre-
sented in higher education 
can simultaneously earn a 
high school diploma and an 
associate degree or up to two 
years of credit toward a bach-
elor’s degree tuition free.
 Clear Horizons Early Col-
lege High School is a CCISD 
charter school serving ap-
proximately 400 students, 
100 per grade level. Eighth-
grade students in CCISD may 
apply each spring to partici-
pate in the lottery selection 
for 125 seats in the freshman 
class. All coursework is at the 
Pre-Advanced Placement and 
Advanced Placement levels.

CHECHS application 
deadline approaches

 In addition to regular 
degree coursework, service 
learning projects are required 
annually and internships are 
required in the junior and 
senior years. Interested fami-
lies with intermediate school 
students should attend a com-
munity information session.
 Community information 
sessions will be held as fol-
lows:
 Tuesday, Jan. 10, at 6 p.m. 
at Clear Lake Intermediate 
School; Wednesday, Jan. 11, 
at 6 p.m. at League City IS; 
Tuesday, Jan. 17, at 6 p.m. at 
Westbrook IS; Wednesday, 
Jan. 18, at 6 p.m. at Bayside 
IS; Tuesday, Feb. 7, at 6 p.m. 
at Brookside IS; and Wednes-
day, Feb. 8, at 6 p.m. at Clear 
Creek IS. Spanish language 
assistance will be available at 
the Feb. 8 event.
 Student Tours of Clear 
Horizons ECHS will be held 
Feb. 1 through Feb. 3 from 10 
to 11 a.m.
 Open House at Clear 
Horizons ECHS will be held 
Tuesday, Feb. 21, from 6 to 8 
p.m. Spanish language assis-
tance will be available at this 
event.
 Application deadline is 
Friday, Feb. 24. It is best to 
hand deliver the application 
only to the principal’s secre-
tary and receive a receipt. It 
is not recommended that they 
be mailed. The lottery will be 
held Tuesday, Feb. 28, at 6 
p.m.
 For more information, 
email gchampage@ccisd.net 
or call 281-929-4629.

 The Continuing and Pro-
fessional Development divi-
sion of San Jacinto College 
has been awarded nearly 
$300,000 from the Texas 
Workforce Commission Skills 
Development Fund to pro-
vide training for health care 
careers, specifically in the 
area of medical coding.

Texas Workforce Commission awards San Jacinto 
College nearly $300,000 for health care training

 Andres Alcantar, TWC 
commissioner representing 
the public signed and pre-
sented the check at a recep-
tion held Thursday, Dec. 15, 
2011, at the San Jacinto 
College District administra-
tion office.
 The $290,989 grant will 
create eight jobs and upgrade 

206 jobs, improving the 
workforce skills of medical 
coding personnel, which has 
gone digital, in the business 
practice of today’s medical 
offices.
 “The Skills grants deliver 
customized training solutions 
that help Texas employers 
and workers succeed in the 

marketplace,” said Alcantar. 
“This investment builds not 
only employee skills, but the 
capabilities of our communi-
ty colleges to the benefit of 
employers and the communi-
ty. We are pleased to make 
this investment.”
 The grant proposal by San 
Jacinto College is also in col-
laboration with a consortium 
of 10 medical offices in the 
Houston area. Formed under 
the leadership of Kathy 
Hughes, executive director at 
the Houston Metropolitan 
Health Network, the collab-
orative group worked with 
the college to secure the 
funding with the goals of 
expanding and improving 
their employees’ skills, meet-
ing future patient needs and 
keeping the offices of physi-
cians and other health practi-
tioners running smoothly.
 The Gulf Coast Workforce 
Board lists physicians’ offices 
as targeted industries be-
cause of the forecast growth 
in employment through 2018.
 “The health care industry 
continues to be a leader in job 
creation not only in the 
Houston area, but nationwide 
as well,” said San Jacinto 
College Chancellor Dr. Bren-
da Hellyer. “With the assis-
tance of the Texas Workforce 
Commission Skills Develop-
ment Fund, we are helping 
students obtain certifications 
that will enhance their value 
and skills in doctors’ offices 
throughout the region.”
 The grant will help to 
develop curriculum, purchase 
equipment and implement 
training so that San Jacinto 
College is ready to meet the 
needs of the thousands of 
new workers estimated in the 
next decade. According to the 
Houston-Galveston Area 

Council, the need for highly 
trained medical coding per-
sonnel is expected to peak at 
50,000 new jobs nationally 
by 2014 when all medical 
records will have to be digi-
tized. Members will provide 
templates for future training 
for other members of the 
health care network to use, 
maximizing the financial 
investment awarded by the 
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion.
 In fiscal year 2010, TWC 
Skills Development Fund 
grants created or upgraded 
26,718 jobs, which paid an 
average hourly wage of 
$26.07. These grants assisted 
207 Texas employers with 
their customized training 
needs. The Legislature appro-
priated $90 million to the 
Skills Development Fund for 
the 2010-11 biennium.
 Employers seeking more 
information about the Skills 
Development Fund may visit 
the TWC website at skills.
texasworkforce.org.
 The CPD division of San 
Jacinto College offers pro-
grams and courses for indi-
viduals to retain or advance 
in their jobs, or make career 
transitions. The division pro-
vides training to companies 
and their employees to meet 
employers’ demands for a 
highly skilled workforce, 
while helping incumbent 
workers reach their potential.
 For information about 
CPD, call 281-476-1839, or 
visit cpd.sanjac.edu.
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• Medicare Certified Homehealth    713.266.1062713.266.1062

You have a choice in home health.You have a choice in home health.
Go with someone you know.Go with someone you know.

Chris CowartChris Cowart

• 11 yrs. with All  Nursing
• Born & Raised in South Belt

Lions Club
meeting set

 The Houston Space 
City Lions Club will meet 
Tuesday, Jan. 10, at 7 p.m. 
at the Golden Corral, 12500 
Gulf Freeway. For informa-
tion, call George Malone at 
281-438-7243.

 CHURCH DIRECTORY
 The Catholic Community of

                 ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
 Rev. James Burkart, Pastor
 Rev. Thomas Puthusseril, Parochial Vicar 
 11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
 (between Beamer & Blackhawk)
 www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office 281-481-6816  Faith Formation 281-481-4251
Youth Ministry 281-481-4735
St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, 
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, 
widowed.

 Traditional Worship  8:30 & 11 a.m.
 Sunday School  9:45 & 11 a.m.
 The Fountain (Contemporary)     5 p.m.

Cokesbury United Methodist Church
281-484-9243 • 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.

Attend the
Church of Your Choice

Benefield, Benson engaged

Ronald and Irish Benefield of Pearland announce the engagement and 
upcoming marriage of their daughter, Shametta DeLynn, to Broderick 
Leyon Benson, son of Haywood and Iva Benson of Needville. The bride-to-
be is a 2003 graduate of Lamar University in Beaumont, Texas, where she 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in criminal justice and psychology. 
She is a member of Zeta Phi Beta sorority and a 1999 graduate of J. Frank 
Dobie High School. The prospective groom is a 2000 graduate of Southeast 
Missouri State University where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
criminal justice. He completed Master Studies in criminology in 2002 from 
Southeast Missouri State University. He is a member of Phi Beta Sigma 
fraternity, and is a 1996 graduate of Needville High School. The couple are 
both investigative supervisors with the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services. They are planning a May wedding in Houston.

By Al Carter
PISD Communications

 Debbie Murray isn’t prone 
to making long speeches on 
the connection between prop-
er nutrition and a healthy 
appetite for learning. Talking 
tummies, she says, tell no lies.
 Murray, who manages the 
cafeteria at Beverly Hills 
Intermediate, is in a unique 

Murray keeps BHI cafeteria prime example of cleanliness

Debbie Murray, cafeteria manager at Beverly 
Hills Intermediate for the past 10 years, helps fi ll 
lunch trays – and young minds with some food for 
thought. Photo submitted

position to know. For 10 
years, she has ruled the Bev-
erly Hills kitchen and regu-
lated students’ meals with a 
persona blended from the 
best parts of Mother Teresa 
and Betty Crocker. She is 
part teacher, part counselor, 
part cook, part coach – and 
all heart when it comes to 
tender stomachs.

 She hungers to help for 
good reason. Her childhood 
was spent in deprivation. Her 
formative school years were 
often a study in starvation.
 “I think of all the times 
my stomach would start 
growling in class because I 
hadn’t had anything to eat,” 
Murray says. “I’d sit there, 
and the other kids would stare 
at me. I couldn’t concentrate 
on anything, except the fact 
that I was hungry and needed 
something to eat.”
 Murray’s commitment to 
the task of feeding 1,000 stu-
dents at the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District’s 
largest intermediate school 
has won her a full plate of 
praise – from kids to admin-
istrators to the media.
 Earlier this fall, Channel 2 
sent a news crew to Beverly 
Hills to spotlight Murray’s 
cafeteria – a prime example, 
the news report said, of the 
cleanliness to be found in 
public-school dining facili-
ties.
 Murray wouldn’t have it 
any other way.
 “She always goes the extra 
mile in whatever she’s asked 
to do,” Beverly Hills Principal 
Alyta Harrell says. “At our 
school, the kitchen is not a 
separate entity. She helps us 
run the school.”
 “I’m here to feed the kids,” 
Murray says proudly – and 
often emotionally.
 “I love this job. This is 
where my heart is.”
 And often – some of her 
pocketbook.
 For Murray, a school caf-
eteria is more than a dining 
hall. Often, her facility 
reflects a carnival-like atmo-
sphere. Students sometimes 
participate in taste tests to 
help pick new food items. 
Last year, she sponsored an 
essay contest to emphasize 
the importance of nutrition. 
She bought the prizes herself. 
The champion essayist took 
home a new iPod.
 She’s just as quick to tend 
to apparel needs as an unten-
ded appetite. A few years 
ago, she took note of siblings 
wearing clothes that were 
suspiciously too big.
 “The family was living 
out of a motel room,” she 
recalls, “and the kids were 
wearing their daddy’s clothes 
to school. I went out and 
bought them new things – 
shirts, pants and a belt. But I 
never saw them wear those 
clothes to school. Maybe the 
parents went out and sold 
them, I don’t know.”
 Murray can certainly re-
late. She grew up in Baytown, 
one of six kids. She fell in the 
middle of the first five, all 
born six years apart. Murray’s 
father battled depression and 
had difficulty keeping a job. 
Often, there was no food in 
the house, nothing to fix for 
breakfast, nothing to take to 
school.
 Murray recalls in great 
detail how she was often 
greeted in her school cafete-
ria.
 “The lady would scream 
at me,” she says.
 “Lunch was a quarter and 
I didn’t have a quarter, so 
she’d scream at me. I’d say, 
‘Go ahead and scream. But 
let me go through the line. 
I’m starving!’”
 Murray said her mother – 

when she could find a friend 
with a car – would go up to 
school late in the day and 
write a check for $1.25 to pay 
for the lunches of all five 
kids. Pride, she said, kept her 
mom from enrolling her kids 
in the school’s free lunch 
program.
 “We went to school with-
out breakfast, with holes in 
our clothes,” Murray says. 
“We would just pray that my 
mom had done the wash so 
we could wear clean clothes 
to school.”
 Murray’s father earned 
extra money delivering news-
papers. Often, Murray says, 
customers would pay him 
with items to help the fami-
ly.
 “Once he brought home a 
heater and another time two 
chickens,” she says. “Usually, 
it was a box of bananas. We 
got so sick of bananas!”
 For Murray’s parents, 
Christmas arrived with the 
extra burden of providing 

presents for the kids. Murray’s 
mother would earn extra cash 
during the holiday season by 
helping her sister with her 
newspaper route, Murray 
says.
 “She would make a little 
money and then go to the 
Goodwill store and buy some 
clothes for us, or maybe a 
Barbie doll that someone had 
given away,” Murray says.
 When Murray was old 
enough to get a job, she went 
to work at the Dairy Cone in 
Baytown for 50 cents an hour, 
“enough to buy lemon sham-
poo and shoes,” she says.
 That launched her career 
in food preparation. She mar-
ried right out of high school, 
had two kids and became a 
teacher’s aide when the kids 
started school in Baytown. 
Later, she applied for a full-
time job with the school dis-
trict. The only opening at the 
time was in cafeteria work.
 “I took it and ran with it,” 
she says. “It opened my eyes 

to a lot of things. About peo-
ple. And kids. About the 
haves and the have-nots.”
 She left the Baytown dis-
trict for La Porte, and then 14 
years ago came to Pasadena. 
She served as assistant cafe-
teria manager at Williams 
Elementary and cafeteria 
manager at South Shaver 
Elementary before moving to 
Beverly Hills.
 There, Murray manages 
11 food workers. Bilingual, 
she gives English lessons to 
staff members and even pre-
pares tests. But her primary 
job, as she sees it, is to look 
out for the welfare of stu-
dents at the school.
 “This district is far and 
away the best one I’ve worked 
for,” she says. “The people 
here work tirelessly to make 
sure we have food products 
that are both delicious and 
nutritious.”
 Still, Murray said, the 
quality of food doesn’t matter 
to a child who has no oppor-
tunity to eat it.
 “I think we should serve 
meals to every student free of 
charge,” she says. “We allow 
them to use the bathroom 
free of charge. We give them 
air and electricity – every-
thing they need to survive. So 
what’s wrong with giving 
them food?”
 And with that, her emo-
tions rise and her sentiments 
roar.
 “It’s not our food any-
way,” she says. “It’s a gift 
from God.”
 Who better to know than 
the angel of contented tum-
mies?

Advertise!

Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

281-464-2366281-464-2366
12490 Scarsdale Blvd.12490 Scarsdale Blvd.

FREE REGISTRATION - FREE REGISTRATION - Good Thru Jan. 12Good Thru Jan. 12
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

6 wks - 23 mo  $110 per wk
2 yrs old   $100 per wk
3 yrs old & up  $90 per wk

Ms. Janetʼs is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, 
including  MELILLO & MORRIS middle schools and SOUTH BELT elementary.

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTIST

 ✰ No Down Payment 
  with Verified Insurance

 ✰ Payment Plan Available

 ✰ Insurance Assignment 
  Accepted

 ✰ No Referral Needed

 ✰ Video Game Room

 ✰ Quality and Caring Office

 ✰ Certified Specialist

Member American Association of  Orthodontists

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Roberts, Deal to marry

Mark and Sherry Roberts of Sageglen announce the engagement and 
upcoming marriage of their daughter, Tiffany Roberts, to Michael Deal, son 
of Steve and Sherry Deal of Houston. The bride-to-be is a 2003 cum laude 
graduate of Stephen F. Austin State University, with a Bachelor of Science 
degree, and is an alumna of Delta Zeta sorority. She is a 1999 graduate of 
Clear Brook High School. She serves as a member of the Junior League 
of Houston. The prospective groom is a 2008 graduate of the University 
of Texas at Austin, with a Master’s in Business Administration from the 
McCombs School of Business. He is also a 2000 honors graduate of the 
University of Texas at Austin with a Bachelor of Science degree in chemical 
engineering. He is a 1996 graduate of Klein High School and is employed as 
a business analyst at Chevron. A January wedding is planned in Houston.

CCISD online course 
registration opens
 Clear Access, Clear Creek 
Independent School Dis-
trict’s virtual school, was 
established to enable stu-
dents to take high school 
courses online, outside of 
their regular schedule, 
through a computer and 
internet connection.
 Registration for the next 
semester began Jan. 3 and 
ends Jan. 27. To register, go 
to http://www2.ccisd.net/
ForStudents/ClearAccess.
aspx. Classes will begin Jan. 
30, 2012.
 Courses have been devel-
oped with the same require-
ments as traditional high 
school courses. 

 Students interact with 
experienced and well-trained 
CCISD teachers as they mas-
ter course content, as well as 
develop communication, 
collaboration, and creative 
problem-solving skills.
 Clear Access offers flexi-
bility, responsibility and 
compatibility for students 
who wish to enrich or sup-
plement their educational 
program. 
 Clear Access enables stu-
dents to obtain credits to 
complete their course work 
early, participate in other 
academic opportunities and 
gain experience in an online 
learning environment.

Rev. Fred Banda, Interim Minister 
“God’s Creation - In You”

Genesis 1: 1-5, Mark 1: 4-11; 

Kirkwood South Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Where God Makes Lives Better
10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)

281-481-0004
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.

This Sunday:

www.KSCchurch.org

“HABITAT” HAPPENS!
Youth Events Sundays - 6:30 p.m.
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10814 Hughes Rd.
281-464-8050

A Children’s Consignment Shop

Bring Ad for 10% OFF Any Purchase Over $20
Taking Pride in Offering Quality Children’s Items at Great Prices!

The Maricle family wishes you a The Maricle family wishes you a 
joyful and prosperous New Year!joyful and prosperous New Year!

Chuck Maricle for Harris County Commissioner, Chuck Maricle for Harris County Commissioner, 
Pct. 1, 2012Pct. 1, 2012

www.chuckmaricle.com
www.facebook.com/chuckmaricle

Political Ad paid for by Chuck Maricle

“For Safer Communities”
Danny is a lifelong Houstonian and attended public schools. 
He is married to Mara with two sons, Danny Jr. and Aaron 
Drew, who attend Galena Park ISD. Danny attended the UH 
Downtown Criminal Justice Center and has 16 years of law 
enforcement experience.
    • 1995-2005 Harris County Constable Pct. 6
    • 2005-present Houston ISD Police Department
Danny is committed to safer communities and when elected 
he will initiate...
    • Bike Patrol Unit: patrol schools, neighborhoods & businesses
    • Sex Offenders Unit: enforce court, probation, parole conditions 
      & make arrest when warrant
    • Senior Citizens Assistance: provide safety & guidance
    • Proactive Gang and Juvenile Truancy Unit: deter gang crime & 
      enforce juvenile truancy laws
    • High Water Rescue Unit: assist citizens during high water fl oods
    • Civil Process
Danny is a member of...
    • Houston ISD Police Offi cer Association
    • National Latino Peace Offi cer Association and American 
      Federation of Teachers AFL/CIO

ELECTELECT
Danny Avalos

Harris County Harris County 
Constable Pct. 2Constable Pct. 2

www.dannyavalos2012.comwww.dannyavalos2012.com
dannyavalos2012@att.netdannyavalos2012@att.net

Moved to 6B

Oriental Natural Treatment, 
Refl exology Services, 

Chinese Herb Treatment

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLEGIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Great Hand &
Foot Massage

10904 Scarsdale Blvd.
Suite 290 • Houston

10 a.m.-9 p.m.

281-301-9518
281-464-9103

One Hour Foot & 
Body Massage, $20

One Hour Table 
Massage, $40

• Open 24 Hrs!

I-45 at Fuqua • 281-922-5552

See Store for Details

Kids Eat 

FREE FREE 
Every Day!

1-18-128-12

Denny’s New

$2, $4, $6, $8$2, $4, $6, $8
Value Menu!

16 items to choose from!

 Gregory D. Winfree, U.S. 
Department of Transporta-
tion Research and Innovative 
Technology Administration 
deputy administrator, assisted 
in the grand opening of the 
$21 million San Jacinto Col-
lege transportation center 
recently.
 The event, attended by 
elected officials and major 
vehicle manufacturer repre-
sentatives, included tours of 
the expansive 92,000-square-
foot facility with its 25 
adjoining class and lab rooms, 
24 offices, fully computer-
ized multipurpose room, and 
manufacturers and vendors 
areas.
 Funded by a 2008 bond 
referendum, the transporta-
tion center houses the latest 
in technology and factory 
automotive equipment to ser-
vice vehicles from General 
Motors, Ford, Toyota Lexus, 
Honda Acura, and Chrysler. 
Upon completion of an 
Associate of Applied Science 
in automotive technology or 
a Certificate of Technology 
in automotive technology, 
students receive eight Auto-
motive Service Excellence 
(ASE) certifications, factory 
certifications, and are fully 
prepared for immediate 
employment.
 “This training center will 
prepare and position its stu-

U.S. Department of Transportation joins SJC 
in opening of $21 million transportation center

dents for important and good 
paying jobs,” said Winfree. 
“It’s going to give the auto 
industry great employees 
who are ready to hit the 
ground running as soon as 
they step in the door. It’s 
going to help this country 
retain its pre-eminence as a 
builder of world-class cars 
and help make the vehicles 
that are already on the road 
safer and more reliable.”
 According to the U.S. 
Department of Labor, many 
job openings in automotive 
service will be created to 
replace retiring technicians. 
Job opportunities are expect-
ed to be very good for those 
who complete postsecondary 
automotive training programs 
and who earn ASE certifica-
tion. People with formal 
automotive training, good 
diagnostic and problem-solv-
ing abilities, training in elec-
tronics, and computer skills 
are expected to have the best 
opportunities.
 “With the opening of this 
facility, we are now able to 
provide students with the lat-
est in technology and factory 
equipment, and the environ-
ment that meets the level of 
education provided by our 
nationally accredited auto-
motive technology depart-
ment,” said Dr. Brenda 
Hellyer, San Jacinto College 

chancellor. “We want to thank 
our community for support-
ing our students with the fin-
est facilities they need to 
achieve their goals in higher 
education.”
 Industry outlook for auto-
motive technicians is on the 
rise by 5 to 6 percent for the 
state of Texas.
 Automotive students have 
traditionally enjoyed nearly a 
100 percent employment rate 
due to the college’s strong 
partnerships with industry 
and manufacturers. The new 
transportation center is also 
home to the BMW STEP 
Program, which allows stu-
dents with high grade-point 
averages to apply for the 
BMW factory program upon 
graduation from San Jacinto 
College.
 For Mary Haar of Katy, 
training in a climate-con-
trolled facility in the latest 
technology and factory equip-
ment puts her ahead of the 
rest when competing in the 
job market.
 “This is an amazing facil-
ity,” said Haar, “It’s climate 
controlled, which makes it 
easier to focus on your work, 
and it’s eco-friendly, which is 
something I really like since 
one of the major problems in 
the automotive industry is 
pollution. It’s a brilliant well 
thought-out facility where 

students can be in their class-
rooms and step right into 
their lab.”
 The SJC automotive de-
partment is fully accredited 
by the National Automotive 
Technicians Education Foun-
dation (NATEF) and is ASE, 
Level 1, certified. Each full-
time automotive instructor is 
also an ASE master-certified 
technician. The new trans-
portation facility is registered 
with the U.S. Green Building 
Council as Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental 
Design NC-Silver.
 “San Jacinto College is a 
great example of the unique 
role that community colleges 
play in the economy and why 
the president has made them 
a priority,” said Winfree. 
“Community colleges offer 
affordable specialized train-
ing and education programs 
that connect people to jobs, 
jobs that need to be filled 
right now. There’s no field 
that meets these types of pro-
grams more than the field of 
transportation.”
 View a video of the San 
Jacinto College transportation 
center grand opening at http://
youtu.be/0CqdgFXrk AA.

Pictured at the recent grand opening of the $21 million 
San Jac College transportation center are, left to right, 
(front row) Mark Deschner, SJC automotive technol-
ogy department chair; Rep. Randy Weber, Texas House 
District 29; Marie Flickinger, SJC board of trustees chair; 
Dr. Brenda Hellyer, SJC chancellor; Gregory Winfree 
(with scissors), acting administrator of the Research and 
Innovative Technology Administration within the U.S. 
Department of Transportation; Dr. H. Neil Matkin, SJC 
Central campus president; Dr. Steven Horton, retired 
SJC Central dean of industrial and applied technology 
dean; Johana Thomas, SJC Foundation board of direc-
tors member; Dr. James Braswell, SJC Central dean of 
administration; Dr. Ron Rucker, Rizzo & Associates prin-
cipal, (middle row) Albert Cheng, deputy regional director 
for U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison; Jeffrey Parks, SJC 
Central dean of industrial and applied technology; Dr. 
Barbara Hanson, SJC Central vice-president of learning; 
John Moon Jr., SJC board of trustees assistant secretary; 
Dr. Ruede Wheeler, SJC board of trustees member; Steve 

Phelps, Port of Houston Authority commissioner; Darrell 
Morrison, HTS, Inc. Consultants principal; Richard 
Arocho, SJC Foundation board of directors member; 
Ruth Keenan, SJC Foundation executive director; Chris 
Hudson, Morris Architects CEO; Chris Bolin, Durotech 
assistant superintendent, (back row) Larry Logsdon, 
SJC director of construction; Andy Smith, Gensler proj-
ect architect; Dean Barnes, Morris Architects associate 
principal; Beckie Stockstill-Cobb, Deer Park mayor pro 
tem; Luis Alvarez, Morris Architects architectural intern; 
Keith Sinor, SJC board of trustees member; Chad Burke, 
Economic Alliance Houston Port Region president/CEO; 
Oza Bouchard, Morris Architects principal; David Rowe, 
Durotech CEO; Randy Sparks, Brooks & Sparks, Inc. 
principal; Frank Rizzo, Rizzo & Associates principal; 
Easy Foster, Durotech senior development manager; Brian 
Peterworth, Durotech superintendent; Andy Pilkerton, 
Durtoech project manager; Steve Bross, Durotech super-
intendent; and Colby Kreft, Rizzo & Associates field qual-
ity control. Photo by Jeannie Peng-Armao

 Students and staff from a 
dozen schools in the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
gathered on the deck of the 
Battleship Texas at sunset 
recently to speak up for after-
school programs and demon-
strate some of the skills being 
taught after the daily dis-
missal bells ring.
 The gathering was part of 
a national Lights On After-
school campaign to raise 
awareness of the importance 
of after-school programs.
 At the conclusion, after 
the sun went down, attendees 
switched on battery-operated 
candles, part of the goal to 
Light Up A Landmark to 

Students ‘light up’ battleship 
for after-school programs

emphasize the need to “keep 
the lights on” for after-hours 
campus programs.
 Steven Villano, project 
director for the Texas After-
schools Centers on Education 
(ACE) program, emceed the 
event and led the singing of 
God Bless America to raised 
candles.
 The idea to Light Up A 
Landmark was one of 10 cho-
sen nationally to be imple-
mented.
 Participating schools were 
Beverly Hills Intermediate, 
Sam Rayburn High, South 
Houston High, Keller Middle 
School, Milstead Middle 
School and seven elementary 

schools: Morales, Golden 
Acres, L.F. Smith, Parks, 
Gardens, Matthys and Rich-
ey.
 Jack Bailey, president of 
the PISD Board of Trustees, 
addressed the audience on 
the many benefits of after-
school instruction and partic-
ipation.
 Louis Hollins, manager of 
JCPenney in Baytown, spoke 
of his company’s commit-
ment to the program.
 Earlier, Pasadena ISD re-
ceived a five-year grant to 
fund 21st Century Com-
munity Learning Center 
after-school programs at 10 
schools.

Left: Staff, students and 
parents gather on the 
deck of the Battleship 
Texas for the night’s 
“Light Up A Landmark” 
event. The San Jacinto 
Monument is shown in 
the background.

Above: Attendees raise 
their candles and sing 
God Bless America at the 
conclusion of the event.

San Jac transportation center opens

 Texas continues to do its 
part to keep helping military 
veterans and their families. A 
full homestead property tax 
exemption that began in 2009 
to help totally disabled mili-
tary veterans will extend to 
their surviving spouses after 
Jan. 1.
 “This new provision will 
help families who have been 
a part of the tremendous sac-
rifice that veterans have given 
our country,” said Texas 
Comptroller Susan Combs. 
“Texas voters overwhelm-
ingly passed a constitutional 

New property tax exemption 
for veterans’ surviving spouses

amendment that will allow 
surviving spouses of totally 
disabled veterans to continue 
to claim a full homestead 
exemption and not pay prop-
erty taxes on their home.”
 In 2009, veterans began 
receiving an exemption for 
the total appraised value of 
their residential homesteads 
if they have received 100 per-
cent disability rating or are 
considered unemployable by 
the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs. Based on 
information provided by 
appraisal districts, about 
35,300 veterans currently 
receive that exemption.
 The homestead exemption 
for surviving spouses of vet-

erans who received the 
exemption began Jan. 1. 
Senate Bill 516 allows the 
total homestead exemption if 
a surviving spouse does not 
remarry after a disabled vet-
eran passes away and the 
property remains the home-
stead of the surviving 
spouse.
 Surviving spouses would 
have to apply for the tax 
exemption through their 
county appraisal district. The 
application form containing 
property tax exemptions has 
been updated for residents 
and appraisal districts to use. 
It can be found at http://www.
window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/
taxforms/50-114.pdf.

 For the seventh year, the 
Galveston and League City 
branches of the Galveston 
County Tax Office will be 
open extended hours (7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.) Jan. 31, which is 
the last day to pay 2011 prop-
erty taxes without accruing 
penalty and interest. All other 
GCTO offices will be open 
the standard hours of 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
 “Although customers are 
more than welcome at all the 
offices, we encourage them to 
use the internet and mail to 
both renew their vehicle regis-
trations and pay property taxes 
in order to avoid long lines,” 
states Cheryl Johnson, county 
tax assessor collector. “De- 
cember and January are high 
volume months for vehicle 
renewals, and this combined 
with 152,000 property owners 
paying taxes will likely 
lengthen the wait a bit.”
 Options to an office visit? 
Online via electronic check 
($1 fee) or credit card (2.5 

County tax offi ce 
offers important info

percent fee); credit card pay-
ment over the telephone 
(1-866-865-1433 English or 
1-866-865-1435 Spanish); 
drop the payment in the tax 
office drop box located at 
each office. When mailing 
payments Jan. 31, rather than 
sending payment certified 
mail to guarantee the post-
mark, save a couple of dollars 
and obtain a postmark valida-
tion for less than $1.25.
 The Galveston County 
Tax Office announces the 
start up of an online chat 
from 4 to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.  Simply visit 
the GCTO website at www.
galcotax.com and click on 
the ‘Live Chat with a Rep’ 
button at the bottom of the 
homepage.
 One can also leave a mes-
sage anytime and questions 
will be assigned to a property 
tax, motor vehicle or voter 
registration professional to 
respond to via email through-
out each day.

Pictured are, left to right, Bob Mitchell, president of 
the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership, and 
U.S. Sen. John Cornyn. Photo submitted

 The Bay Area Houston 
community recently support-
ed U.S. Sen. John Cornyn for 
being honored with the Bay 
Area Houston Economic 
Partnership’s prestigious 
2012 Quasar Award for 
exceptional leadership in 
Economic Development. The 
award will be presented to 
Cornyn during the organiza-
tion’s annual Quasar Award 
Banquet on Friday, Jan. 20, at 
the South Shore Harbour 
Resort and Conference Center 
in League City at 6:30 p.m. 
 The Quasar Award is pre-

Cornyn honored 
with Quasar Award

sented each year to an out-
standing individual who has 
contributed greatly to the 
economic wealth and diver-
sity of the Bay Area Houston 
region.
 In 2008, Texans overwhelm-
ingly re-elected Cornyn to 
represent them for a second 
six-year term in the United 
States Senate. Cornyn was 
first elected to the Senate in 
2002 and previously served 
in Texas as a district judge, a 
member of the Texas Supreme 
Court, and as Texas Attorney 
General.

Like seeing your child’s name in the

South Belt Leader?
Thank our advertisers!

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

It’s not too early to order your 

Graduation Invitations 
and Announcements!

Let us make your occasion special with 
custom invitations and announcements 

to commemorate your achievement! 

Call For Information

281-484-4337
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

Become the next Karate Kid!
Ages 5 & up: 4 lessons & uniform $25

               Register      Register      
       Now!       Now!
       Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!    

Scarsdale Dental SmilesScarsdale Dental Smiles
10904 Scarsdale Blvd., #100 • Houston, TX 77089 • 281.464.9440

off your first 
treatment

$20.00 20%Sca
rsd

ale
 Blvd

.

Beamer Rd.

Payment Plans Available

Medicaid, CHIP & Insurance Accepted

In the Food Town Shopping Center

Chu, Truong DDS & Associaltes PLLC

Braces • Teeth Whitening • Children’s Dentistry

Affordable & Quality Affordable & Quality Dental CareDental Care

exam, x-rays &
consultation

www.friendswoodteendriving.net

.friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net .friendswoodteendriving.net
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Adult Education 2011 Schedule

Class Only $150 or Class & Driving $350

2011 Schedule
Cost is $365 in full or $385 in two payments

Start Dates         Class Times              Days

Call for Information!

 Jan. 18 - Feb. 8     Jan. 18 - Feb. 8 
            4-6 p.m.     6-8 p.m.
 Feb. 9 - Mar. 1     Feb. 20 - Mar. 12 
            6-8 p.m.     4-6 p.m.

Cafe Del Rio 
      Bar & Grill      Bar & Grill

281-485-2555

1853 Pearland Pkwy, Ste. 135 • Pearland, TX 77581

NOWNOW
OPENOPEN

Tuesday Special!  Free kid’s meal for kids 
12 & under w/each adult entree purchase

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Best of 2011: Dobie softball, boys’ soccer score big
 The new year has ar-
rived, which means it’s 
time for the South Belt 
area’s spring youth sports 
leagues to host registration 
proceedings.
 The South Belt Youth 
Soccer Club, Sagemont-
Beverly Hills Little 
League and the South Belt 
Girls Softball Associa-
tion are the three primary 
youth leagues that will be 
signing up participants.

The South Belt Youth 
Soccer Club will host its 
lone on-site registration 
Saturday, Jan. 14, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Sage-
meadow MUD Building, 
10755 Hall Road at the 
corner of Blackhawk.
 Fees for those in the U5 
to U8 division are $80 in 
person or $65 online. Fees 
are $85 in person and $70 
online for those in the U9 
and U10 divisions, and 
$90 in person and $75 on-
line for those in the U11 
through U18 divisions. 
 The sign-up fee in-
cludes uniform, shirt, 
shorts and socks. Parents 

Jan. 7, 2012, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 
 Fees are $80 for the fi rst 
participating family mem-
ber, with a $5 discount 
extended to each family 
player thereafter. 
 The league will also 
host a sign-up session on 
Saturday, Jan. 14, at the 
O’Reilly Auto Parts store, 
located at 10900 Beamer. 
The league tryout date has 
been set for Saturday, Jan. 
21.
 There are other events 
available to youths during 
the month of January.
 The 2012 Dobie Lady 
Longhorn Softball Clin-
ic will be held Saturday, 
January 28, from 9 a.m. 
to noon at the South Belt 
Girls Softball Association 
facility at El Franco Lee 
Park. 
 Girls age 6 to14 are eli-
gible to attend the session, 
which is $30 per partici-
pant. 
 The fee includes a clin-
ic T-shirt to those who reg-
ister prior to Jan. 18. 
Continued on Page 3B 

must provide shin guards, 
soccer cleats and a soccer 
ball. 
 To register online, visit 
the league website at www.
southbeltsoccer.org. 
 The Sagemont-Beverly 
Hills Little League has 
established 2012 spring 
season registration dates as 
Saturday, Jan. 7, and Satur-
day, Jan. 14, from 9 a.m. to 
noon and 1 to 4 p.m. at the 
SBHLL facility at El Franco 
Lee Park. 
 Junior T-Ball fees (ages 
3 – must turn 3 by Jan. 1, 
2012 – and 4) are $100. Fees 
for all other divisions  (age 
5 and up – must turn 5 by 
April 30, 2012) are $140. 
 Those registering must 
provide a birth certifi cate 
and three proofs of residen-
cy. 
 The South Belt Girls 
Softball Association will 
host its spring 2012 registra-
tion beginning with a series 
of sessions at the league’s 
facility at El Franco Lee 
Park. 
 The fi rst regular registra-
tion date is set for Saturday, 

Spring registrations arrive

 Perhaps in any other giv-
en year, the Dobie varsity 
girls’ softball program or 
the Longhorn varsity boys’ 

soccer team would’ve stood 
atop the mountain alone.
 But 2011 was special. It 
marked the fi rst time in Do-

bie High School history that 
two different varsity sports 
programs had reached the 
regional fi nals.
 There were plenty of ex-
citing stories in the South 
Belt area in 2011, but none 
topped the accomplishments 
of these two programs. 
 Congratulations to all 
of the athletes and coaches 
involved who combined to 
deliver the area’s Sports 
Story of the Year locally.
 It was a great accom-
plishment for both teams, 
even if both squads missed 
out on going to state. Strake 
Jesuit defeated the boys’ 
soccer team in a shootout in 
March in the Region III title 
match.
 In June, Dobie’s soft-

ball team faced off against 
defending state champion 
Pearland, losing the Re-
gion III series two games to 
none.
 But the deep runs deliv-
ered by both programs were 
not a result of the luck of the 
draw or a one-hit wonder. 
 The truth is, both pro-
grams have been on the 
cusp of something very spe-
cial for a while now. 2011 
simply was the right time.
 Dobie head softball coach 
Robin Rackley and Jesse 
Saavedra, the Longhorns’ 
varsity boys soccer coach, 
both Dobie graduates, have 
built regional powers. The 
time to push the envelope 
was going to come sooner 
than later.

Dobie’s Jose Gonzalez (7) and his teammates battled 
Strake Jesuit through regulation and two 10-minute 
overtime sessions before falling in a shootout.

With pitcher Shannon O’Connor (sunglasses) control-
ling things in the circle, Dobie catcher Ariel Morgan 
and the Lady Longhorns went against Pearland.

Almeda Car Wash & Lube
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

$26.99 oil change + free exterior wash
Up to 5 QTS of oil (not incl. High mil/Synthetic oil)

Gift Certifi cates Available

713-518-1683713-518-1683

Co
up

on
Co

up
on

Coupon
Coupon

10126 Almeda Genoa Rd.
Gift Certifi cates Available

Mon-Sat 8 am-7 pm
Sun Closed

www.kwikkaronline.comwww.kwikkaronline.com
facebook.com/kwikkartxfacebook.com/kwikkartx

LUBE & SERVICE
Kwik Kar

11210 Scarsdale
281-484-KWIK281-484-KWIK(5945)(5945)

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm • Sun 9am-5pm

FREE
Full Service

Car Wash

With Full
Service

Oil 
Change

$12 Value!

Car Wash
Club

Unlimited
Washes for 
30 Days

(Ocean Wash 
Package)

Includes vacuum  
& wash

3999
 per vehicle

$2 OFF
Package Wash

Receive $2 Off Any 
One of the Following

Package Wash!
Choose From:
•Ocean Breeze reg $16.99
•Blue Ocean    reg $21.99
•Ocean Signature reg $26.99

“24 Hour Rain Check”
Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, 

SUVs & Limos
Expires 1/31/12

Not valid with any other offer

SENIOR SPECIAL
TUES.

$3 OFF*
LADIES SPECIAL

WED.
$3 OFF*

Not valid with any other offer

Taqueria el Nopalito, ABC Dental, Taqueria el Nopalito, ABC Dental, 
FAMSA & Tepatitlan Bakery FAMSA & Tepatitlan Bakery 

would like to celebratewould like to celebrate

January 7, 2012January 7, 2012
15323 Gulf Fwy. • 10 a.m.-2 p.m.15323 Gulf Fwy. • 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

15323 Gulf Fwy.
281-741-0745281-741-0745

Dia de ReyesDia de Reyes
With many surprises for you!

We will be raffl ing “Rosca de Reyes,” school supplies and Nintendo Wii.  We will be raffl ing “Rosca de Reyes,” school supplies and Nintendo Wii.  

There will be live music, games and much more. Pre-registration is There will be live music, games and much more. Pre-registration is 

required to be a winner of a “Rosca de Reyes” and Nintendo Wii.required to be a winner of a “Rosca de Reyes” and Nintendo Wii.

We 
Cater!

15323 G lf F15323 G lf F

 The Dobie varsity boys 
soccer team reached the 
Region III semifi nals in 
2009, the same year the 
Lady Longhorns played in 
the Region III semifi nals 
against Clear Creek. 
 Two seasons later, both 
programs broke through.
 The biggest bumps in the 
road came in the regional 
quarterfi nals for the softball 
team, and in the regional 
semis for the soccer team.
 In the softball quarter-
fi nals, Dobie dug itself a 
quick hole, losing the open-
ing game of a best-of-three 
series 13-3 at Manvel High 
School. 
 Returning to Manvel the 
next day in steaming hot 
conditions and needing to 

win two games, the Lady 
Longhorns came up with a 
gutsy effort.
 Dobie squared the series 
with a 6-4 win and then won 
the clincher 3-1 to advance.  
 After easily defeating 
Katy Taylor 7-3 in the re-
gional semifi nals, the Lady 
Longhorns went on to meet 
Pearland in the fi nals.
 Despite a series loss, the 
team had to be proud.
 Meanwhile, the boys’ 
soccer team had reached 
the regional fi nal by coming 
back from two goals down 
against Aldine MacArthur 
in the regional semifi nals 
at the Galena Park Indepen-
dent School District facility, 
eventually winning 5-2.

Continued on Page 3B

CLEAR BROOK REALTORS

Eli Tanksley
Broker/Owner
281-450-3305

Clear Brook Promises to Provide Professional, 
Ethical & Informed Services to Our New & Existing Clients

– We Have The Answer To Your Real Estate Needs –

FULL SERVICE
Real Estate
Insurance

“FULL SERVICE Makes Your Investment EASIER”
11555 Beamer Rd., Ste. 100, Houston, TX 77089

PASADENA - Updated, New Paint, New Floors, New Windows, Hardi Plank, 
$71,000
HOUSTON - Big corner Lot, Garage Apartment $50,000.
RIVERSTONE RANCH - 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath, 2 Car. Wood Floors, Corian 
Countertops, Sharp, Big Lot, $198,000.
PEARLAND - 3-2-2, Gorgeous Kitchen with Stilestone Counter Top, New 
Tile, Fresh Paint, New Faucets & Sinks.  Great Floor Plan with Large Lot.  
Exciting Home! $195,000.
PARKVIEW ESTATES - 4-2-2, 2,575 Sq. Ft., Updated, New Carpet, Ceramic 
Tile, Large Closets. $139,900. Owner Finance.SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

 Just in time for the new 
year, the high school soccer 
season is about to kick off 
quickly.
 Some area teams like 
Dobie and Clear Brook have 
already played in scrim-
mage games. 
 There are more to come, 
and the fi rst day for regular-
season games is Thursday, 
Jan. 12.
 The arrival of the 2012 
season has brought excite-
ment and optimism to all 
of the programs across the 
state, but perhaps none 
more than on the Dobie 
boys’ soccer fi eld.
 The Longhorns, who 
played in the Region III title 
match in 2011, hold both 
national and state rankings 
entering the campaign.
 And why not? The Long-

horns produced the fi nest 
season in program history 
in 2011, getting within one 
win of the state tourna-
ment.
 Head coach Jesse Saave-
dra, entering his sixth sea-
son, will have to reload the 
roster in some areas after 
losing as many as seven 
big-time contributors from 
the Region III fi nal team. 
 But as the Longhorns 
prepare to take part in a tri-
scrimmage Jan. 6 at Pear-
land also involving Bellaire, 
Saavedra said expectations 
are high.
 “The rankings are nice, 
and we feel fortunate to be 
honored not only as a pro-
gram but for our school,” 
Saavedra said.
 “But we also know that

Continued on Page 3B

Soccer scrimmages here;
regular season is Jan. 12

Brook boys’ basketball stays hot, rips Creek

 With District 24-5A var-
sity basketball action in-
volving Clear Brook already 
under way and Dobie’s 22-
5A slate set to begin Jan. 
6 (girls’ play) and Jan. 13 
(boys’ play), the respective 
teams are looking to make 
an early playoff run.

CB boys on a roll
 Where Clear Brook 
is concerned, it’s hard to 
imagine the Wolverine boys 
being any more pleased 
with their current status.
 After handing Clear 
Creek a 77-53 setback in 
District 24-5A play Jan. 3, 
the Wolverines are off to a 
2-0 start in league action.
 Fred Richardson pumped 
in 21 points in the win, 
which saw the Wolverines 
use a big third-quarter run 
to earn the win.
 Chase Mullen added 
14 points, Chris Campbell 
had 13 and Davon West 12 
more. 
 During the Wolverines’ 
14-2 record to open the sea-
son, the trend of using a big 
run in a particular quarter of 
many of the games has been 
the key. 
 Against Clear Creek, the 

Wolverines won the third 
quarter 19-9 after building a 
36-23 halftime edge.
 Head coach Jason Pillow 
is very serious when he says 
the Wolverines merely want 
to be one of the four teams 
in 24-5A to be invited to the 
annual playoff dance.
 Then again, at some point 
Pillow may have to reassess 
his team’s overall picture.
 Much of the 24-5A 
schedule, including 12 
games, remains. Then will 
come a bidistrict playoff 
matchup pitting 24-5A 
teams versus  perhaps the 
most talent-rich district in 
the region – that of 23-5A. 
But the Wolverines appear 
up to the challenge.
 Over the holidays, Clear 
Brook pocketed its second 
tournament title, winning 
four games at the Byron 
Johnson Classic in Waco to 
take top honors.
 Fred Richardson has 
been the Wolverines’ lead-
ing scorer this season at 
nearly 22 a game, and three 
other players are averaging 
double fi gures.
 Pillow has watched as 
Chris Campbell has aver-

aged nearly 16 points a 
game to go with just over 
15 a night from Davon West 
and nearly 13 a game from 
Chase Mullen.
 “In order for us to com-
pete in district we will have 
to be ready for every game,” 

Pillow said. “Several teams 
are playing really well, 
Clear Creek included. It 
should be a fun district race. 
We are just hoping to be one 
of the top four and have a 
chance in the playoffs.”
 Continued on Page 6B

Dobie teams eye 22-5A action

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news and 
updates between 
issues!

Region III appearances
bring year’s top stories
to South Belt area

We Can Cater
Your

Special Event!

Gift
Certificates
Available!

99¢ Appetizers
Daily 3-7p.m.
@ Bar Only

$19.99$19.99Fajitas for Two
Fajitas for Twowith FREE medium chile 

con queso. Mon. & Tues.

Kids Eat FREE on Tuesday, 10 & under, Limit 2 with 2 Adult Entrees
Happy Hour!

All Day 
Saturday

Happy Hour All Day Happy Hour All Day 

Saturday & Saturday & 
SundaySunday
Ritas - $2.50
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Sports Calendar
BASKETBALL
Friday, Jan. 6

Brook varsity boys host Clear Springs, 7:00
Brook varsity girls at Clear Springs, 7:00
Dobie varsity girls vs. South Houston, Phillips, 7:30
Dobie JV girls vs. South Houston, Phillips, 6:00
Brook JV girls at Clear Springs, 5:30
Brook JV boys host Clear Springs, 5:30
Brook sophomore boys host Clear Springs, 5:30
Dobie freshman A girls vs. South Houston, 4:30
Brook freshman A boys host Clear Springs, 4:00
Brook freshman A girls at Clear Springs, 4:00
Brook freshman B boys host Clear Springs, 4:00
Brook freshman B girls at Clear Springs, 4:00

Monday, Jan. 9
Beverly Hills 7th Dark girls host Jackson, 5:00
Beverly Hills 7th Light girls host Jackson, 6:15
Beverly Hills 8th Dark girls host Jackson, 5:00
Beverly Hills 8th Light girls host Jackson, 6:15
Thompson 7th Dark girls host San Jacinto, 5:00
Thompson 7th Light girls host San Jacinto, 6:15
Thompson 8th Dark girls host San Jacinto, 5:00
Thompson 8th Light girls host San Jacinto, 6:15
Beverly Hills 7th Dark boys at Jackson, 5:00
Beverly Hills 7th Light boys at Jackson, 6:15
Beverly Hills 8th Dark boys at Jackson, 5:00
Beverly Hills 8th Light boys at Jackson, 6:15
Thompson 7th Dark boys at San Jacinto, 5:00
Thompson 7th Light boys at San Jacinto, 6:15
Thompson 8th Dark boys at San Jacinto, 5:00
Thompson 8th Light boys at San Jacinto, 6:15

Tuesday, Jan. 10
Brook varsity boys at Brazoswood, 7:00
Brook varsity girls host Brazoswood, 7:00
Dobie varsity girls host Deer Park, 7:30
Dobie varsity boys at La Porte, 7:00
Dobie JV boys at La Porte, 6:00
Dobie JV girls host Deer Park, 6:00
Brook JV girls host Brazoswood, 5:30
Brook JV boys at Brazoswood, 5:30
Dobie sophomore boys at La Porte, 4:30
Brook sophomore boys at Brazoswood, 5:30
Dobie freshman A boys at La Porte, 6:00
Dobie freshman A girls host Deer Park, 4:30
Brook freshman A boys at Brazoswood, 4:00
Brook freshman A girls host Brazoswood, 4:00
Brook freshman B boys at Brazoswood, 4:00
Brook freshman B girls host Brazoswood, 4:00
Dobie freshman B girls host Deer Park, 6:00
Dobie freshman B boys at La Porte, 4:30

Friday, Jan. 13
Brook varsity boys hosts Clear Lake, 7:00
Brook varsity girls at Clear Lake, 7:00
Dobie varsity girls host Pasadena, 7:30
Dobie varsity boys at Pasadena, 7:00
Dobie JV boys at Pasadena, 6:00
Dobie JV girls host Pasadena, 6:00
Brook JV girls at Clear Lake, 5:30
Brook JV boys hosts Clear Lake, 5:30
Dobie sophomore boys at Pasadena, 4:30
Brook sophomore boys hosts Clear Lake, 5:30
Dobie freshman A boys at Pasadena, 6:00
Dobie freshman A girls host Pasadena, 4:30
Brook freshman A boys hosts Clear Lake, 4:00
Brook freshman A girls at Clear Lake, 4:00
Brook freshman B boys hosts Clear Lake, 4:00
Brook freshman B girls at Clear Lake, 4:00
Dobie freshman B girls host Pasadena, 6:00
Dobie freshman B boys at Pasadena, 4:30

SOCCER
Friday, Jan. 6

Brook varsity boys at Aldine scrimm., 7:00
Brook JV boys at Aldine scrimm., 5:00

Saturday, Jan. 7
Brook varsity boys host alumni, Brook, 4:00
Brook varsity girls host alumni, Brook, 1:00
Dobie varsity girls at Pearland scrimmage, TBA
Dobie JV (A) girls at Pearland scrimmage, TBA

Monday, Jan. 9
Dobie JV (B) girls host Friendswood scrimm., Dobie, 5:00

Tuesday, Jan. 10
Brook varsity boys at La Porte scrimmage, 7:00
Brook varsity girls at Cy-Falls scrimmage, 7:00
Brook JV girls at Cy-Falls scrimmage, 5:00
Brook JV boys at La Porte scrimmage, 5:00

Thursday, Jan. 12
Brook varsity boys at Klein tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity girls at Beaumont tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity boys at Friendswood tourn., TBA

Friday, Jan. 13
Brook varsity girls host La Porte, 7:00
Brook varsity boys at Klein tourn., TBA 
Dobie varsity girls at Beaumont tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity boys at Friendswood tourn., TBA
Brook JV girls host La Porte, 5:00

Saturday, Jan. 14
Brook varsity boys at Klein tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity girls at Beaumont tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity boys at Friendswood tourn., TBA

Texans 9-U select baseball
 The Texans’ select baseball program will host a try-
out for 9-under players to compete in United States 
Specialty Sports Association and Nations Baseball 
tournament this spring. The tryout dates are Saturday, 
Jan. 14 and Saturday, Jan. 21. For more information, 
call Craig Redmon at 281-236-5112.

Bayou City Generals football
 The Bayou City Generals are seeking fi fth- and 
sixth-grade students  interested in playing in a spring 
football league in the Houston area. For more informa-
tion, call Robert Stark 832-512-3421 or Lawrence Ay-
ers 832-414-4151. The team will host a tryout January 
8, 2012, from 3 to 5 p.m. at Fisher Elementary, 2920 
Watters Road, Pasadena. Those interested may send 
email to  bayoucitygenerals@gmail.com.

News, notes

Clear Brook’s big 1-2 scoring duo of Chris Campbell (left) and Fred Richardson 
helped the Wolverines’ varsity boys’ basketball team reach the playoffs a season 
ago, and the pair have already guided the 2011-2012 team to a hot start, including 
a win over Dobie.

San Jacinto College’s Candyce Carter had a big 2011 
season as a freshman on the women’s softball team, 
and she is now set to close out her two-year stint on the 
South campus before heading to Lamar University.

Senior Jonathan Taylor won the District 22-5A boys’ 
singles crown during the spring season in 2011, joining 
two other Longhorn tennis players at the Region III 
tournament.

Junior right-hander Emmitt Pitts (left) and fi rst base-
man Xavier Johnson (far left) put together big years 
on the baseball diamond at Dobie. Although the Long-
horns fi nished second to Deer Park in the 22-5A stand-

ings, the team went on to win a playoff series for the 
fi rst time in more than a decade after taking down 
Channelview. Pitts and Johnson were both named 22-
5A fi rst-team selections following the season.

Special moments mark exciting 2011 sports year in South Belt
 There’s no way around 
it, the past year was fi lled 
with plenty of exciting 
sports stories in the South 
Belt area. Without further 
ado, the Leader presents the 
year in review.

JANUARY
 Each of the varsity bas-
ketball races in 22-5A and 
24-5A swung into high gear 
as Dobie and Clear Brook 
competed with their coun-
terparts for playoff posi-
tioning.
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
soccer team was crowned 
champion of the Pearland/
Friendswood tournament 
after winning the title game 
in a shootout. In pool play, 
Dobie won a pair of games 
and played area-ranked 
Tomball to a tie.

FEBRUARY
 Dobie’s varsity boys’ 
soccer team opened some 
eyes at the Round Rock 
tournament, beating state 
power Southlake Carroll in  
a shootout.
 A couple more of Dobie 
football players also signed 
letters of intent as Juston 
Edwards picked Incarnate 
Word, and Zachary Fondal 
opted to attend Navarro Ju-
nior College.
 Clear Brook’s varsity 
baseball team got out of the 
gate quickly, going 4-0 at 

wood as Al Gonzalez 
smacked a solo homer.
 Wolverines’ track star 
Nick Taylor shone at the 
Pasadena ISD Brown Re-
lays, winning the 100- and 
200-meter titles. 
 Overall, Brook’s varsity 
boys’ team fi nished second 
at the meet.
 On the varsity softball 
tournament circuit, Dobie 
got out of the gates quickly 
with nine wins in 14 overall 
games. Clear Brook started 
a bit slow at 6-7.
 Running at the South 
Houston Invitational, Do-
bie’s 4x100-meter boys’ re-
lay team set a meet record 
by clocking in at 43.1 sec-
onds. 
 The team included De-
Marcus Boyd, Andrew 
Robinson, Devonte Boyd 
and Davion Hurst.
 A taller Port Arthur Me-
morial team made sure that 
Dobie’s stay in the varsity 
boys’ basketball playoffs 
was short. 
 Port Arthur out-rebound-
ed the Longhorns 43-25 and 
went on to win the game 
65-54 at Lee College in 
Baytown.
 The Clear Brook boys’ 
varsity team was also beat-
en in the playoffs as Clear 
Lake grabbed the fourth 
seed in 24-5A with a play-

 The District 24-5A and 
District 22-5A varsity girls’ 
basketball picks were re-
leased, and noted players 
at Dobie and Clear Brook 
were big winners. 
 At Clear Brook, the 

and fi eld team came up with 
an impressive performance 
to win the District 22-5A 
title over a talented fi eld of 
competitors. 
 Andrew Robinson won 
a pair of gold medals in the 

 Girls’ golfer Jackie 
Vasquez also had a fi ne sea-
son, taking sixth place at the 
22-5A tournament.
 The Lady Longhorns’ 
softball team from Dobie 
saw its memorable season 

following advancement to 
the Region III title match.  
 The league’s Most Valu-
able Player was Jose Gon-
zalez, and the Most Valu-
able Goalkeeper was Jose 
Balvaneda of Dobie. The 
Longhorns’ Jesse Saavedra 
was named Coach of the 
Year.
 The Longhorns’ fi rst team 
picks among the boys’ play-
ers were Gonzalez, Omar 
Arrequin, Pedro Mares, Leo 
Gallegos and Balvaneda.
 The Dobie varsity base-
ball team won its fi rst play-
off series since 1997, down-
ing Channelview in the bi-
district round. 
 Following that win, the 
Longhorns were beaten 16-3 
in the area round by No. 1 
state ranked Clements.
 Clear Brook’s varsity 
baseball team downed 
Dulles in the fi rst round of 
the playoffs before falling 
to Pearland in the second 
round. 
 Several Dobie High 
School tennis players were 
named all-22-5A perform-
ers following the 2011 
spring season. 
 Jonathan Taylor was 
a fi rst team boys’ singles 
player, and Hongnhung Ho 
and Eun Le were fi rst team 
girls’ picks. All three play-
ers qualifi ed for the regional 
tournament by winning dis-
trict titles.

JUNE
 Seven players from the 
San Jacinto College base-
ball team were selected in 
the 2011 Major League 
Baseball First-Year Player 
Draft. 
 Those players included 
Miguel Pena, Tommy Col-
lier, David Rollins, Ryan 
Hornback, Devin Shines 
(former SJC player then at 
Oklahoma State Univer-
sity), Buddy Lamothe and 
Jacoby Almarez. 
 Pena and teammate Ty-
ler Wright were named all-
Americans by the National 
Junior College Athletic As-
sociation.
 Jose Gonzalez, who 

from late stage Alzheimers, 
died later in the year. 
 Shippey was known as 
a tremendous coach and 
educator during his time at 
Dobie, but he was also one 
of the nation’s fi nest adult 
amateur swimmers with 
countless state and national 
level wins.
 With the retirement 
of Pasadena Independent 
School District athletic di-
rector Mike Stephens, Rod-
ney Chant was promoted 
from his position as the No. 
2 man. 
 Stephens had spent sev-
eral years at Dobie High 
School, both as varsity head 
football coach and as an 
assistant, before spending 
three years as the head of 
PISD athletics.
 One of Chant’s fi rst du-
ties as the new department 
head was to announce that 
Dobie and Beverly Hills 
had won PISD Cup titles, 
recognizing the respective 
schools and their athletes 
for both team and individu-
al performances during the 
school year.
 Former Dobie High 
School girls’ basketball star 
Karima Christmas made 
history as the fi rst-ever Lady 
Longhorn drafted into the 
WNBA, the women’s pro-
fessional basketball league.
 Christmas, who went 
on to enjoy a fi ne career 
at Duke University, was 
picked by the Washington 
Mystics and later in the sea-
son joined the Tulsa Shock.
 Several Lady Longhorn 
softball players were hon-
ored among the elite in 
District 22-5A as fi rst team 
picks after the team’s trip to 
the Region III fi nals.
 Shannon O’Connor, Jen-
na Medina, Kellen Gomez, 
Amie Gallant, Ariel Mor-
gan and Faith Roberts were 
named to the fi rst team. 
 Soon after the announce-
ment surrounding those se-
lections, O’Brien and Gal-
lant signed letters of intent 
to play at Alvin Community 
College. Roberts signed 
to play at St. Edward’s 
University in Austin, and 
Gomez picked the Univer-
sity of Texas at Tyler pro-
gram. Morgan inked a letter 
of intent with San Jacinto 
College.

JULY
 The Rising Stars Track 
Club capped off one of 
its fi nest seasons in recent 
memory as 27 of the team’s 
35 athletes at the regional 
meet went on to qualify for 
the national meet.
 The South Belt Horns’ 
10-under select baseball 
team won the World Series 
title at the Nations Baseball 
fi nale in Gulfport, Miss.
 Post Oak Little League 
played spoiler during the 
Texas East Section 3 tour-
nament, handing two losses 
to the Sagemont-Beverly 
Hills Little League’s junior 
all-stars. 
 The locals needed one 
win to advance, but Post 
Oak put together a rally to 
end those hopes. SBHLL 
had entered the tournament 
as the District 15 champi-
ons.
 Dobie High School’s 
7-on-7 football summer 
entry reached the state tour-
nament for just the second 
time in school history. 
 In the end, the Long-
horns fi nished within the 
top 32 teams at Texas A&M 
University to cap an excep-
tional summer of action.
 Justin Eckols, a 2011 Do-
bie graduate, represented his 
school and District 22-5A 
as he took part in the Hous-
ton Area Baseball Coaches 
Association All-Star Series.  
 At the same event, Clear 
Brook was represented by 
Ryan Vruggink and Keaton 
Miller.
 Earlier in the spring, 
Eckols signed a letter of 
intent to play baseball and 
continue his education at 
Paris College.

AUGUST
 As the 2011-2012 high 
school volleyball season be-
gan, Clear Brook’s varsity 
team opened with an easy 
win over St. Agnes. 
 Dobie lost to Alvin but 
downed Manvel as part of a 
tri-match on opening night.
 Members of the Houston 
Astros organization gath-
ered with San Jacinto Col-
lege baseball team members 
to present player Buddy La-
mothe with a wheelchair-
accessible van. 
 Lamothe, considered tal-
ented enough to be selected 
in the 2011 amateur baseball 
draft, was paralyzed during 
a lake trip with friends in 
May. 
 The Astros later 
drafted Lamothe de-
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the La Porte tournament.  
 The Wolverines lost their 
season opener, 6-3 to Mor-
ton Ranch but came back to 
win four straight at the La 
Porte event. 
 During the early por-
tion of the season, Brook’s 
Andrew Phu signed to play 
at Alvin Community Col-
lege, while Ryan Vruggink 
signed with the University 
of Houston. Keaton Miller 
also signed to play at Hill 
College.
 Dobie refused to be out-
done on the varsity baseball 
fi eld, though, winning three 
games at the Humble tour-
nament. 
 The Longhorns also 
opened the season with an 
8-4 victory over Friends-

in victory. 
 Dobie’s varsity girls de-
feated La Porte 62-61 in 
the fi rst round of the play-
offs, but then fell to the El-
kins Knights in the second 
round.
 Thompson’s eighth-
grade Light girls’ basketball 
team capped a perfect 12-0 
season. 

MARCH
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
soccer team captured the 
District 22-5A title, setting 
up a long playoff run. 
 Meanwhile, the Lady 
Longhorns’ varsity team 
captured third place and 
won a  bidistrict playoff 
game against Baytown Ster-
ling before losing to Clear 
Lake in the area round.

fourth-place Lady Wolver-
ines had Kia Love picked to 
the fi rst team and Ariel Cal-
lis to the second team. 
 The school’s honorable 
mention picks included 
Chelsea Ngo and Jerrilyn 
James.
 Dobie, which fi nished 
second to Deer Park, had 
Shanequa Gaston chosen 
as the overall Most Valu-
able Player, and teammate 
Derika Thomas was voted 
the Defensive Player of the 
Year.
 Gaston and Thomas 
were fi rst team picks, while 
Jazmin Guerrero and Me-
lissa Knight of Dobie were 
picked to the second team.
 Dobie was also well-rep-
resented among the 22-5A 
boys’ picks after fi nishing 
second in the standings to 
South Houston. 
 Dominique Simon and 
Jonathan Vargas made the 
fi rst team, and Edward Pea-
body and Darnell McCall 
made the second team.
 From Clear Brook, the 
varsity boys’ picks includ-
ed Fred Richardson as the 
Offensive Most Valauble 
Player, while teammates 
Chris Campbell and Alex 
Pettigrew made the second 
team. Spencer Bowman was 
a second team pick.

APRIL
 In boys’ soccer, Dobie’s 
run to the state tournament 
was cut short as Strake Je-
suit defeated the Longhorns 
in a shootout during the Re-
gion III fi nal.
 The Dobie boys’ track 

fi eld events and was also 
part of the school’s winning 
4x100-meter relay squad.
 Beverly Hills seventh-
grade student Justice Hen-
derson broke the long-
standing girls’ 100-meter 
dash record during a PISD 
meet.
 In a qualifying heat, 
Henderson registered a time 
of 12.79 seconds to set the 
new mark. She went on to 
win the PISD title in the 
event at 13.32.
 At the PISD intermedi-
ate track and fi eld champi-
onships, Beverly Hills and 
Thompson were the big 
winners. 
 The Beverly Hills boys 
and Lady Bear girls won the 
seventh-grade crowns, and 
the Thompson boys rolled 
to an eighth-grade victory.
 Justin Rice, a senior pow-
erlifter at Dobie, advanced 
to the state tournament after 
a big effort at regionals 
 Rice, also a varsity foot-
ball player, was just the sec-
ond male athlete in school 
history to qualify for the 
state meet.

MAY
 Dobie High School 
freshman Ben Arnett set the 
standard high as a fi rst-year 
freshman player at the var-
sity level, placing third at 
the District 22-5A champi-
onships. 
 Arnett was in the mix 
among the leaders at region-
als, but after struggling on a 
couple of holes, he placed 
17th at the regional tourna-
ment. 

come to a close in the Re-
gion III fi nals as Pearland 
won the best-of-three series, 
two games to none.
 A host of collegiate sign-
ings from both Clear Brook 
and Dobie high schools 
were announced. 
 Brook volleyball player 
Alyssa Wallingsford signed 
with Lee College in Bay-
town, Dobie girls’ soccer 
players Karen Treto and 
Monika Rivera signed with 
the University of Houston-
Victoria, and Dobie football 
players Malcolm Glover 
(Mayville State), Davion 
Hurst (Grand View), Darri-
an Lavergne (Grand View), 
Jordan Monette (Howard) 
and DeMarcus Boyd (Texas 
Lutheran) also signed.
 The District 22-5A girls’ 
soccer coaches picked their 
all-district teams, with sev-
eral Lady Longhorns stand-
ing out. 
 Tanya Palomares, Brit-
tany Hernandez, Monika 
Rivera, Karen Treto, Jackie 
Baade and Alyssa Williams 
made the fi rst team.
 The Dobie boys’ players 
were also well-recognized 

helped the Dobie High 
School varsity boys’ soccer 
team reach the Region III 
fi nal, agreed to continue his 
education and playing ca-
reer at San Jacinto College 
South.
 Following a trip to the 
area playoff round, fi ve 
Dobie varsity baseball play-
ers found they were named 
22-5A fi rst team performers 
per a league coaches’ vote. 
 Emmitt Pitts, Xavier 
Johnson, Justin Eckols, 
Zach Long and Al Gonzalez 
were picked as members of 
the fi rst team.
 Loreal Curtis, one of the 
most decorated athletes in 
Texas Association of Pri-
vate and Parachiol Schools, 
signed a letter of intent to 
attend DePaul University.  
 Curtis, a track and fi eld 
star, won nine gold medals 
over an illustrious career at 
Lutheran South Academy.
 Former longtime Dobie 
aquatics head coach Den-
nis Shippey was elected to 
the 2011 Hall of Fame class 
by the Texas Senior Games 
committee. 
 Shippey, who suffered 
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      THINK
 MONEY
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THE
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buy...
you’ll save 

money!
sell...
you’ll 
make 

money!

Call Today
281-481-5656

CALENDAR
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 5
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. 
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Thursday and Friday at 6:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. 
Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
St. Luke’s Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 
11011 Hall Road, offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. 
and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of 
the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 281-484-1397 or 
by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Diabetes Support Group – A support group for young adults with 
diabetes. All subjects are open for discussion: new technologies, 
research advances, fears, phobias, dating and other personal mat-
ters. Meets the first Thursday of each month at 1315 St. Joseph 
Parkway #1705, Medical Place One. Contact Dan Steiner, CDE, at 
713-756-8536 for more information.

7 p.m.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday of each 
month at Barnes and Noble at Bay Area Boulevard and the Gulf 
Freeway. Newcomers are welcome. 

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays 
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous – The 
ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club in 
Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program 
of hope, healing and recovery for people who grew up in alcoholic 
or dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 281-286-1431.

6 p.m.
Spanish Al-Anon – Friday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Thursday and Friday 6:30 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7
11 a.m.

Al-Anon Meeting - Women Only – Meets each Saturday morn-
ing from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 111. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.

6 p.m.
Frontier Squares – Meets to square dance at the Westminster 
Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Refreshments 
provided. For more information, contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-
5675 or visit www.frontiersquares.com.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved one. 
Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas 

from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more information, call 281-487-8787.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.
Narcotics Anonymous – Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta 
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, JANUARY 9
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

9 a.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for 
a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets every Monday at the IHOP on Fuqua 
from 6 to 9 p.m. All who enjoy the game or want to learn to play are 
invited to join. For more information, call 281-488-2923.

6:30 p.m.
New Directions Singles Club – New Directions Singles support 
meetings for ages 55 and up are held each Monday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Webster Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway in Webster. 
For further information, call Carolynn at 713-340-2354 or Linda at 
409-392-6886.

Civil Air Patrol Meeting – Weekly at Ellington Field in the Civil Air 
Patrol Building. Call 281-484-1352 and leave a message for more 
information.

7 p.m.
Sagemont Civic Club – Meetings are held the second Monday of 
every month at 7 p.m. at Kirkwood South Christian Church, 10811 
Kirkfair Dr.
Grief Support Group – “Friends Helping Friends” meets every 
Monday from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 
E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a spouse 
or other loved one are invited to participate. For information, call 
Betty Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. 
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
CCART – The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers meets 
the second Tuesday of each month, September through May. They 
are held from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Bay Area Community Center, 
5002 Nasa Parkway in Seabrook near the Landolt Pavilion. All Texas 
retired school employees from all surrounding school districts are 
welcome to attend and join this organization. Annual dues are $35.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the Pasadena Town Square Community Room. For more 
information, call 713-946-4237 or 713-941-7158.

10:30 a.m.
Tri-County Republican Women – General meetings are held the 
second Tuesday of every month except June and July at Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Drive in Pearland. A luncheon is 
available. To make reservations, call 281-484-8083.

High school soccer season on the move in 2012
Continued from Page 1B
rankings are just that – 
rankings. We have to go out 
there and prove we are wor-
thy of the special notice.”
 The Longhorns will open 
the regular season Jan. 12-
14 at the Friendswood tour-
nament, taking on Dawson, 
Alvin and Dickinson in pool 
play.
 Dobie will face Dawson 
Jan. 12, at The Rig in Pear-
land. The game will begin 
at 3 p.m. On Jan. 13, Dobie 
will take on Alvin at The 
Rig. Game time is 1 p.m.
 The Longhorns close out 
pool play Jan. 14, against 
Dickinson in a game to be 
played at 10 a.m., at Daw-
son High School in Pear-
land.
 Following pool play, Do-
bie hopes to return to the 
championship game as it 
did in 2011.
 The regular season 

matches have yet to begin, 
but Saavedra is already get-
ting a feel for the possibili-
ties.
 “I see a similar process 
taking place like I did last 
year,” Saavedra said. “In 
our two scrimmages I have 
seen us be very possessive 
with the ball and be able to 
play our style. 
 “Of course the big thing 
in our favor is that these 
guys are confi dent. They 
have been there before and 
done it, and they expect a 
lot. There’s a lot to be said 
for that.”
 There’s also plenty of 
excitement within the Do-
bie varsity girls’ program as 
Bryan McDonald, a long-
time staff aide, has taken 
over as head coach.
 McDonald, like Saavedra 
a Dobie graduate, inherits a 
program that has reached 
the area round of the play-

offs in each of the last four 
seasons.
 The Dobie girls will con-
tinue their scrimmage sea-
son Jan. 7 at Pearland. 
 The regular season then 
kicks off Jan. 12-14 as the 
Lady Longhorns take part 
in the Beaumont Indepen-
dent School District tourna-
ment.
 The Clear Brook varsity 
girls team will open its sea-
son Friday, Jan. 13, at home 
against La Porte, at 7 p.m. 
 The Lady Wolverines 
will also play in the I-10 
Shootout, hosted by the 
Katy Independent School 
District, Jan. 19-21.
 The varsity boys’ soccer 
team at Clear Brook is part 
of the Klein Shootout that 
will be held Jan. 12-14. The 
Wolverines will play Tom-
ball, Katy Taylor and host 
Klein during a round-robin 
series.

Continued from Page 1B
 The clinic will include 
hitting, fi elding, bunting 
and baserunning instruction 
from members of the Dobie 
coaching staff as well as 

Eighth-Grade Light
Girls’ Basketball Standings

(Week Four)
 Teams  W  L
 Beverly Hills             4 0
 Park View  4 0
 Bondy                        3 1
 Southmore  3 1
 San Jacinto  2 2
 Queens  2                   2
 Miller                1 3
  South Houston  1 3
 Thompson  0                   4  
 Jackson  0                   4

Eighth-Grade Dark
Girls’ Basketball Standings

(Week Four)
 Teams  W  L
 Beverly Hills             4 0
 Southmore  4 0
 Miller                3 1
 Thompson                 2 2
 Park View  2                   2  
  Queens  2                   2
 San Jacinto  1 3
 Bondy  1 3 
 Jackson  1                   3 
 South Houston  0 4

Seventh-Grade Light
Girls’ Basketball Standings

(Week Four)
 Teams  W  L
 Bondy                        4 0
 Jackson  3 1
 Thompson                3 1
 Beverly Hills             3 1
 Southmore  2 2 
 South Houston  2 2
 Park View  2 2
 Miller  1                   3 
 San Jacinto  0                   4  
 Queens  0                   4

Seventh-Grade Dark
Girls’ Basketball Standings

(Week Four)
 Teams  W  L
 Bondy                        4 0
 Jackson               2 2
 Thompson  3 1
 Beverly Hills             3 1
 Miller  2                   2  
 South Houston  2 2
 Park View  2                   2 
 San Jacinto  1 3
 Southmore  1 3
  Queens  1                   3

Eighth-Grade Light
Boys’ Basketball Standings

(Week Four)
 Teams  W  L
 Park View  3 1
 Southmore                 3 1
 Queens  3 1
 Thompson  3                   1  
 Beverly Hills  3                   1 
 San Jacinto  2 2
 Jackson                1 3
 South Houston  1 3
 Miller  1 3
 Bondy  0                   4

Eighth-Grade Dark
Boys’ Basketball Standings

(Week Four)
 Teams  W  L
 Thompson                 4 0
 Beverly Hills             3 1
 San Jacinto  3 1
 South Houston  2 2
 Park View  2                   2  
 Jackson                2 2
 Queens  2                   2
 Southmore  1 3
 Bondy  1 3
 Miller  0                   4

Seventh-Grade Light
Boys’ Basketball Standings

(Week Four)
 Teams  W  L
 Thompson  4 0
 Bondy                        3 1
 South Houston  3 1
 Queens                3 1
 Jackson  2 2
 San Jacinto  2                   2  
 Beverly Hills  2                   2
 Miller  1                   3 
 Park View  0 4
 Southmore  0 4

Seventh-Grade Dark
Boys’ Basketball Standings

(Week Four)
 Teams  W  L
 Thompson               4 0
 Beverly Hills  3 1
 South Houston          3 1
 Bondy  3 1
 Miller  2 2
 San Jacinto  2                   2  
 Queens  2                   2
 Park View  1                   3 
 Jackson  0 4
 Southmore  0 4

Pasadena ISD hoops restarts quickly
 Following a break for 
the Christmas holidays, 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District’s interme-
diate basketball season is 
about to resume in earnest.
 Pre-holiday play ended 
on Dec. 14, and the action 
cranked back up after press 
time Jan. 4 as the Thomp-
son boys’ and girls’ teams 
went against Jackson and 

the Beverly Hills boys’ 
and girls’ teams tipped off 
against Miller.
 The sixth week of the 
regular season will come 
quickly as the district’s re-
spective teams will return to 
the court on Monday, Jan. 9, 
for a full series.
 The Thompson teams 
will play San Jacinto, while 
Beverly Hills will play 

against Jackson.
 The seventh week of 

the regular season will be 
played beginning Jan. 18.

current players.   
 To sign up for the clinic, 
families may download the 
entry form and get updated 
information at www.lady 
longhornsoftball.org.

JFD softball camp...

Faith Roberts was just one of the many players who de-
livered big hits in a regional quarterfi nal series come-
back win over Brazoswood as the Lady Longhorns’ 
varsity softball team marched to the regional fi nal.

Jose Alvarado (9) and Pedro Mares (10) helped Dobie navigate its way through the 
playoffs, coming through with big senior performances along the way. The team 
went on to reach the regional fi nal for the fi rst time in school history.

Photos by John Bechtle

Continued from Page 1B
 Losing in the regional 
fi nals – just one series win 
for the softball team and a 
single win for the soccer 
team – was painful. 
 The playoff road is a 
bumpy one. At that time 
of the year, injuries almost 
always come into play, and 
even the very best teams 
must have some luck. 
 To get so close to the 
state tournament, yet not be 
invited stinks because it’s 
simply a steep accomplish-
ment.
 Rackley, once a Lady 
Longhorns’ softball player, 
won a state title with Dobie 
as a player. 
 However, since becom-
ing head coach in 2004, 
Rackley watched as other 
area teams moved forward 
to state out of Region III. 
 But this time was differ-
ent. The program played 
with a sense of duty, want-
ing to win it all in honor of 
former Lady Longhorns’ 
player Gabby Romero, who 
was a member of the 2011 
graduating class.
 Romero, who made the 
varsity team as a sopho-
more, died after a lengthy 
cancer battle in October, 
2009. 
 But the Lady Longhorns 

Dobie R3 fi nalists write story of the year
simply would not let her 
memory fade.
 In 2011, Rackley and 
her staff, including former 
Dobie player Carmela Or-
tiz Swinnen watched as the 
Lady Longhorns brought 
the South Belt community 
to its collective feet.
 “It was so memorable be-
cause our kids played with 
‘two hearts’ last season,” 
Rackley said, referring to 
the team’s determination to 
win for Romero.   
 “Gabby was a huge in-
spiration, and she would 
have been a senior in 2011.  
 Most all of us truly felt 
her presence the whole 
playoff run. Last year we 
went through so many ob-
stacles and we persevered 
to the top.”  
 Having lost the opener 
in the regional quarterfi nals 
to Brazoswood and then 
having to win two games 
on a very hot day, the Lady 
Longhorns came up with the 
wins needed to advance. It’s 
something Rackley won’t 
ever forget.
 “I was very proud of our 
girls,” she said. They never 
quit.  
 “They didn’t have quit in 
them.  Most everyone in the 
state could not believe we 
beat the teams we beat. We 

tion. The Longhorns made 
waves in 2009 with a run to 
the regional fi nals, and then 
came the next step two sea-
sons later.
 Saavedra told the Leader 
he knew the potential for 
something special was in 
place a season ago.
 He pointed to the fact 
that fi ve key players from 
the 2009 regional semifi nal 
team were back on board. 
Those guys were destined 
to lead the way. Other things 
came into play in a positive 
manner for the Longhorns.
 “Looking at it from then 
to now, you see that there 
were a lot of things that 
went our way,” Saavedra 
said.
 “We survived the injury 
bug, and that was big. The 
other huge thing is the guys 
were focused. 
 “I felt like I merely need-
ed to be there to guide them. 
They had a great work eth-
ic, and because we had set 
goals periodically during 
the season, we expected to 
achieve great things.”
 Saavedra said the come-
back from a 3-1 defi cit in the 
regional semifi nal against 
MacArthur was big, yet not 
unexpected. “We didn’t pan-
ic,” he said. “We knew we had 
the ability to come back.”

DOBIE PRIDE is all about, 
and I am proud to say that 
my coaching staff and our 
program was part of some-
thing special here at Dobie. 
I will give a special thanks 
to our fans.”
 Saavedra coached the 
varsity girls’ soccer program 
when he arrived at Dobie in 
2004. 
 He led that program for 
three seasons before switch-
ing over to lead a Dobie 
boys’ program that needed a 
new direction. 
 It was a little tough early 
on. Sometimes, senior play-
ers who have played for a 
previous regime have trou-
ble transitioning. 
 But Saavedra was de-
termined the players in the 
program were going to do 
things the Dobie way, and 
they were going to win do-
ing so.
 To be fair, the South 
Belt Youth Soccer Club has 
provided a fi ne pipeline of 
talent in to the Dobie pro-
gram.  
 There have been other 
vastly talented players come 
into the program who did 
not play locally as youths. 
Saavedra knew the indi-
vidual skill was there, but 
it had to be cultivated and 
guided in the right direc-

were hearing things like, 
‘How are they winning all 
of these games?  They are 
so little (in physical stat-
ure).’  
 “Well, I say it to my ath-
letes all the time. It’s not the 
size of the athlete, it’s the 
size of the HEART inside 
the athlete that matters.”
 Rackley normally down-
plays her role as a former 
state champion at Dobie. 
In fact, many times coaches 
realize that the past is just 
that.  
 Most of today’s athletes 
live in the here and now, 
with little regard for the 
past. But Rackley grew up 
in the South Belt area, and 
she has never lost the notion 
of the impact the commu-
nity has.
 “The team last year made 
a huge impact on this com-
munity,” Rackley recalls.   
 “When we were at the 
regional fi nals, I looked up 
in the stands and saw that it 
was standing room only.  I 
was awed!  
 “Wow, what a great ex-
perience these girls had.  As 
a Dobie alumni, I was so 
proud to see the South Belt 
area come out and support 
these kids and this commu-
nity!  
 “That is exactly what 

Clear Brook varsity boys’ soccer coach Chris Strom-
eyer is back for his second season with the Wolverines 
as the team opens Jan. 12-14 at Klein.
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Turn those 

unwanted items

 in your garage 

& closets into 

cash! 
Bring ads into Leader office 
by Tuesday or use the mail 

slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer

281-481-5656

LEADER READERS

HELP 
WANTED

281-481-5656
11555 Beamer           

281-481-5656

k
karmalennon designs

281-309-7375

Advertise
in the

Leader!
LAWN & GARDEN

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

Visit us online @ www.southbeltleader.com

Need Help 
    Finding Your 
 Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

CARPENTER
★  SHEETROCK  ★  CARPENTRY REPAIRS

★  DOORS  ★  PAINTING ★  FLOORS
★  ROTTEN WOOD ★  ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-515-3781

UPDATE

CLASSIFIED Leader Reader Ads
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22

Business - 25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Leader Reader Ads
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22

Business - 25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292832-768-6292

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY !

INTEGRITY POOL REPAIR
Specializing in pool leak detection,
equipment repairs & installation

www.integritypoolrepair.com

281-464-7111

?????

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!

Now printing 
small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

STORAGE
BOATS, RV’s, CARS

• Concrete floors 
•  Electricity •  Water 

25’ stall - $65
30’ stall - $80

713-943-7172
11502 Dumas

SERVICE
Reasonable
Dependable

25 Years Experience
sandra.waldrop@yahoo.com

Supplies Furnished
References Available

CALL Sandra
281-773-3990

House Cleaning
Cleaning Done by Owner

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 3B

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10 
1 p.m.

Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, an old-time 
kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 
5 p.m. 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For information, call 713-472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech therapy from 1:30 
to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation Center, 4021 Brookhaven, 
Pasadena. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

2 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the Beverly Hills 
Community Center, 10201 Kingspoint, from 2 to 4 p.m. For information, call 
Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

6 p.m.
Spanish Al-Anon – Tuesday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Green Thumb Series – The Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2 offers 
free evening gardening lectures the second Tuesday of each month at the Clear 
Lake Meeting Room (lakeside) at 5001 Nasa Parkway. Programs will be held at 
6:30 p.m. Visit the Web site for a list of topics and location at www.hcmgap2.tamu.
edu or call 281-991-8437.
Clear Lake Toastmasters Club – Meets at the Clear Lake Church of Christ, 938 El 
Dorado Blvd. Call Jerry Tate at 281-481-5417 for information.

7 p.m.
St. Luke’s Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 
281-484-1397 or by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.
Houston Space City Lions Club – Meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway. For more information, 
call George Malone at 281-438-7243.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Tuesdays 
and Sundays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. from 7 to 8 a.m. at 
the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. 
Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Club – Meets the second and fourth week of each month at 
Covenant United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call 
Nellie Galney at 713-991-3517 for more information.

10 a.m.
Spanish Al-Anon – Wednesday at 10 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

11:30 a.m.
American Business Women’s Association Bay Area Vision Chapter – Now meets 
at Perry’s Italian Grill, 1001 Pinelock in Houston on the second Wednesday of every 
month. For more information or to R.S.V.P., call Lorilyn Wynn at 281-388-5202.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise held from 4 to 5 p.m. at First 
Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway, Pearland. Visit www.hapson-
line.org for a complete list of services offered.

6 p.m.
Spanish Al-Anon – Wednesday at 6 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 

Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – The free group meets the second Wednesday of 
each month at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital. For more information, call 
Steven Williams at 281-929-4199 or 713-266-6400.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Domestic violence sup-
port group for male survivors meets each Wednesday at 210 S. Walnut off 
NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for information. Participants may join at any time 
as this is an open group.

7 p.m.
DivorceCare Group - CT Church – DivorceCare Group meetings are held at CT 
Church, 9701 Almeda Genoa Road, every Wednesday evening from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
in Room #1201. The support group is for separated and divorced individuals. Child 
care is provided. For more information, call 713-944-4815, email divorcecare@
ctchurch.tv, or visit http://ctchurch.tv/ministries.html#17.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center   – Confidential domestic 
violence support group for women meets every week. For information, call 281-
338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturn ing point.com. BATP is located at 210 S. Walnut 
off NASA Parkway between Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis 
hotline is 281-286-2525.
Bay Area New Democrats – Meet at the Clear Lake Court House at 16603 
Buccaneer Drive, across from the new Clear Lake Library. For more information, 
contact John Cobarruvias at john.cobarruvias@bayareanewdemocrats.org or visit 
www.bayareanewdemocrats.org.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. from 7 to 8 a.m. at 
the First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. 
Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – meets the second Thursday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. at the Lighthouse Fellowship of Friends, 144 Park Avenue in League 
City. The public is welcome and encouraged to bring others to the interdenomina-
tional meeting.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American Business Women’s Association-
South meets on the second Thursday of each month at MiMi’s Cafe in the Pearland 
Town Center, 11200 Broadway Street, #1600. Lunch is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost 
is $20 and includes networking with professional business women, lunch and guest 
speaker. Women of all ages and occupations are invited. Bring plenty of business 
cards. Reservations are appreciated. Contact Monica Perez at mlynnperez2002@
yahoo.com for reservations, or visit the Web site at www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise from noon to 1 p.m. at 
Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Thursday and Friday at 6:30 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, or just 
drop in.
St. Luke’s Catholic Church – St. Luke the Evangelist Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
offers free tutoring on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Tutoring is held in Room 2 of the Education Building. Contact Joe Pavlicek at 
281-484-1397 or by e-mail at joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

LOTS FOR SALE:
Bar-X Ranch, Eagle Lake.

Selling 2 lots together, $11,500 ea.
Call Ann at 713-269-5282

South Belt-Ellington Leader
Leader Reader Ads
25 Words $8 for 1 week
or 25 Words for 3 Weeks $21
no changes, no refunds.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX 77089

After Hours: Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $22
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

EXPERT TRIMMING, 
SHAPING, REMOVAL 

& PLANTING
 Licensed & Insured 

Free Estimates

AADDRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

AUTOMOTIVE
FOR SALE: ‘84 BLAZER 4X4, not 
running, & ‘93 GMC Safari van, 
needs transmission work. Fix or 
use for parts. Both vehicles for 
$1,500 as is OBO. Please call 
832-526-7269 or email jnr520@
sbcglobal.net for photos. TF

CHILD CARE
LOVING HOME CARE for elderly 
or child care. References. Sage-
mont restident 35 yrs. Call Nita, 
home 281-481-6156, cell 281-
451-4214. 1-19
MS. CATHY’S REGISTERED 
Family Home openings for day-
care and/or transportation to local 
schools. State licensed/30 years 
experience. Please call Ms. Cathy, 
281-380-2936. 1-5

COMPUTER
COMPUTERS, NEW & REBUILT. 
Deal with a technician, not a sales-
man. Professional repairs & 
upgrades. Free diagnostics. Anti-
virus installed. Call Harry at 713-
991-1355. 1-19
Southbelt-Data-Systems - Hard 
Drive Data Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, Suite 
120, 281-922-4160. E-mail: sds@
walkerlaw.com. TF

HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED on 
the job or in an automobile acci-
dent? The company doctor or 
insurance company doctor is not 
your doctor. He works for the  
company. In Texas you get to 
choose your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free con-
sultation. 281-481-1623. I will work 
for you. I have been relieving back 
and neck pain for South Belt fami-
lies for over 30 years. I want to be 
your chiropractor. TF

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: 11 NEEDED NOW! 
Great Pay & Great Benefits! 
CDL-A w/X End, TWIC Card & 1yr. 
Exp. Req. Martin Transport: 1-866-
823-0344 1-12

DRIVERS: OD/FLATBED. Class A, 
2 yrs. exp. req. OD: Hourly pay. 
Flatbed: Driver wages recently 
increased! $.40-.50 cpm. Trinity 
Logistics Group - EEO/AA. 800-
533-7862 1-19

LOST & FOUND
LOST IN GREEN TEE: Male neu-
tered Gray & Black Mackerel 
Tabby. Reward. 281-484-4152.  
 1-5
FOUND DOG: Male Boxer. Please 
call Kat at 281-236-7962. 1-5
FOUND: PIT BULL, female - on 
Kirkfair. 832-545-3415 or 713-798-
5821. 1-5
FOUND ON HUGHES at Black-
hawk. Blood glucose meter. Call to 
identify - 281-481-5656. 1-5

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE: SAGEMEADOW, 3-2 
with pool, completely updated, 
move-in ready. Large backyard, no 
back neighbors! Fridge, washer 
and dryer stay! $130,000, 713-412-
5939 1-5
CAN’T SELL IT? LEASE IT! 
Property management specialist, 
10% per mo. - let me handle it! Agt. 
Jan, 281-704-2227 1-12

SERVICE
SEWING & ALTERATION for men, 
women & home fashions. 
Experienced seamstress. Call 
Karen, 713-943-7935 TF
PATENTED ANTI-AGING & ener-
gy complex. Immune system 
booster. Guaranteed weight loss 
program. Patent-pending energy 
mix without caffeine. Tim 310-303-
9656. TF

Graduates, when 
looking for graduation
announcements,  look 

close to home 1st

Front office & Biller
for medical office at MHSE
E-clinicals experience required

Good benefits
Fax resume to  

281-990-8351
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $22
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

MPL-19638
Commercial  •  Industrial  •  Residential

Sewer & Drain Cleaning, Emergency Water Leak Repairs, 
Toilet  Repair or Replacement, Garbage Disposal Installation, 

Backflow Certification & Repair, Gas Testing, 
Water Heater Repair or Replacement 

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  A/C 

CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 8069

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

BOOKKEEPING

$25 OFF
YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

281-489-7200
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill
MPL#20628

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Repairs

Additions • Pool Fill-ins • Etc.
WE ARE INSURED

Office 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us
We also do hauling.

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Pressure Washing

• Hardy Plank Installation
• Fencing

References Available
Free Estimates

281-773-3991 • 281-481-0428

Marcus Gonzales 
Construction

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed 

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693
              

• Room Additions • Concrete Drives 
• Decks • Patios • Kitchen & Bath 
• Home Maintenance • Floorings 

 •Hardy Board • 
All “Honey Do’s” list

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley
’76 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Great
 Prices!

281-481-9683

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

DECK TECH FENCES
www.DeckTechFences.com

832-297-3339
99% of our fences withstood Hurricane Ike

X
Complete Building Maintenance

Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

CAVAZOS ELECTRICCAVAZOS ELECTRIC
“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

 TECL# 2567

Master Electrician - Call Joe @
713-302-5742

6

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Small Jobs Preferred

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 281-488-3361

Heating & Air
Conditioning

713-649-2665
www.coolaidservices.com

35 Years South Belt Resident               TACLB 28564E

CLEARANCE
Scratch-and-Dent 

SALE
Call for prices 
and availability

JIM GREEN REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Room Additions • Fireplace Mantels 
Cabinets • Patio Covers • Doors • Trim • Etc.

Serving South Belt for 30 Years
281-642-4340      Free Estimates

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

Call for A/C Check Up                           

281-484-1818  4403 F.M.2351

GET IT TODAY!

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

www.southbeltairandheat.com

CAVAZOS
PLUMBING

Serving & Saving 
Your Community

for 18 Years

A-Rated on Angie’s List
281-692-1684 MPL #18439

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

• SHEET ROCK • ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

BATHROOM REMODELING
WATER DAMAGE REPAIR

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

SHEETROCK SPECIALIST 
REPAIR CRACKS & ANY TYPE OF DAMAGE, 

MATCH ANY TEXTURE & PAINTING

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR • REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.
• ROOFING • CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS • SIDING
• SHEETROCK WORK • FENCES • ROOM ADDITIONS
• ALL TYPE FLOORING • CONCRETE • PAINTING
• PLUMBING • FOUNDATION PROBLEMS
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

281-487-2234 • 713-817-5505

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

HAYDEN AIR & HEATHAYDEN AIR & HEAT
Now is the time to take advantage of reduced prices!

License #TACLB4351C
281-481-3914

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!ASK ABOUT 

ASK ABOUT 

ATTIC INSULATIoN
ATTIC INSULATIoN

NO OVERTIME 
NO OVERTIME 

CHARGE!CHARGE!

INTEREST-FREE 
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING 
FINANCING AVAILABLE WAC

AVAILABLE WAC

Ask About 
Centerpoint Energy

REBATES
Up to $1200

Factory Rebate (Ask for Details) or

12 Months Interest-
Free Financing

with Approved Credit, with Coupon, 
Limit One Coupon Per Customer. 

Exp. 11-15-11

www.southbeltleader.com

?????

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

Visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT

281-922-5665
Someone you can trust
NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE • We Service ALL Makes & Models

Have you received a letter about a “special” or “exclusive offer” or “only we can offer you this deal?”
If so DON’T SIGN ANYTHING! Call us, fi nd out the truth. Most likely we’ll save you even more!

TACLB002755C

It Is Time For
A Furnace 
Checkup!

J&M SERVICE CO.
A Complete Service Company

Since 1983
Specializing in Bath & Kitchen Remodels
 ★ CERAMIC TILE ★ TUB & SHOWER
 ★ WOOD FLOORS    CONVERSIONS
 ★ GRANITE ★ MEET ADA STANDARDS
 ★ CULTURED MARBLE ★ SAFETY GRIP BARS
 ★ PLUMBING ★ COMPLETE REMODELS

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

Commercial Residential

Wood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Laminate • Granite

832-236-4898
mayo2002@sbcglobal.net

When Quality Counts! • Est. 1996 • SB area resident
FREE ESTIMATES • OWNER OPERATED • FULLY INSURED

Mayo Flooring

CurryCurry
Established 1965

Heating/Air Conditioning
Residential & Commercial • 24/7 Service Call

TACLA023879-E • TACLA004660-C

7558 Dillon St. • Houston, TX • www.curry-inc.com

HALF PRICE on FALL CHECK UP

713-643-5765

Mechanical Contractors

Termite & Pest Control
• Roaches • Rats • Mice • Spiders

• Ants • Fleas • Termites • Silverfish

 

 

TERMITE SPECIALIST

ANY SEASON
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

(281) 484-6740

Ants · Termites 
Bed Bugs 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

TRUE PLUMBING
Working in Excellence

10% DISCOUNT
With Ad, Off ANY Plumbing

Free Estimates • 22 Years Experience

Felix Garcia, Owner
832-889-3474

Master Lic.
40094

10000000000000000000000000

Doc Welby’s Home and GardenDoc Welby’s Home and Garden
•Doors •Honey Do’s

•Painting •Odd Jobs
JJ: 281-216-1180 Mario: 281-481-1724

“Connections” by Todd H. Bloom

GET 10% OFF ON SERVICE CALL

832-722-2099
All Plumbing Service & Repairs

MPL40172 • Licensed & Insured

www.southbeltleader.com

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

713-530-0833
Located in the South Belt area  

Johnny Gibbs           TECL# 19197

Lighthouse Electric

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS
Repair & Remodeling

Guaranteed Quality Work • Bonded & Insured
Flood Damage & Insurance Claims

 ROOFING HARDI-PLANK
 SHEETROCK CONCRETE    
 KITCHENS PAINTING    
 BATHROOMS CARPENTRY 
 POWER WASHING FLOORS

  281-484-8121

See
Additional 
SERVICE 

and LAWN & 
GARDEN Ads 

on Page 4B
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The South Belt-based H-Town Jokers’ 11-under select baseball 
team won fi rst place at the Texas Children’s Hospital Toys for 
Tots tournament at the South Post Oak Little League facility. 
Members of the team are, left to right, (front row) Theodore 
Martinez, Owen Castillo, Armando Soto, (middle row)  Bran-

don Valdez, Alex Hernandez, Lorenzo Mendez, Gavin Machado, 
Bryan Cisneros, Dave Amaya, Michael Cervantes, Aaron Perea, 
(back row) coaches Oscar Perea and Mike Mendez and manager 
Rudy Mendez. Not pictured is Frank Mendez.

Jokers’ 11-under champs at Toys for Tots baseball

Continued from Page 2B
spite his injuries as a kind 
gesture.
 Katelynn Redmon, a 
2011 Clear Brook High 
School graduate, announced 
her intentions to continue 
her women’s basketball 
playing career and educa-
tion at Eastern Oklahoma 
State University. 
 Redmon’s older sister is 
currently a women’s basket-
ball player at Bethine Cook-
man University in Daytona 
Beach, Fla.
 Gaining a measure of 
revenge for a 2010 season-
opening loss, the Dobie var-
sity football team began the 
2011 season with a 14-13 
victory over Alief Taylor to 
begin the season. 
 Clear Brook’s varsity 
team, however, was not as 
fortunate. The Wolverines 
fell 58-14 against Houston 
Lamar.
 Former Dobie High 
School tennis players took 
to the courts for the school’s 
annual alumni series, which 
also counted as the varsity 
team’s offi cial season open-
ing for the fall team tennis 
season. In all, nearly 20 for-
mer players took part in the 
action.
 The San Jacinto Col-
lege men’s soccer program 
opened the 2011 season 
with an ugly 4-0 loss to 
Darton College.
 The Lutheran South 
Academy varsity volley-
ball team got off to a strong 
start, winning the Baytown 
Christian tournament as 
Kolby Sharp and Callie Mc-
Neil were named to the all-
tournament team. 
 The Pioneers eventually 
went on to win the regional 
title before falling in the 
state semifi nals.
 In Bay Area Football 
League action, the Elling-
ton Rams gained the up-
per hand on the Sagemont 
Cowboys, winning three of 
the four games between the 
two teams at Dobie High 
School, the Rams’ new 
home fi eld site.
 Suzy Boulavsky, a former 
Clear Brook High School 
volleyball star and current 
senior on the University of 
Oklahoma women’s team, 
was honored for her volun-
teer work in the Norman, 
Okla., area. 
 Boulavsky, who later 
gained both academic and 
athletic honors within the 
Big 12 Conference, was one 
of the winners of the 2011 
Lowe’s Senior CLASS 
award, which is an acronym 
for Celebrating Loyalty and 
Achievement for Staying in 
School.
 During John Bechtle 
Day Aug. 30 at the Long-
horns’ courts, Clear Brook’s 
varsity team was able to get 
past Dobie 12-7 in a friend-
ly neighborhood battle. 
 Prior to the matches, 
Bechtle, the Leader sports 
editor, was recognized for 
his many years of providing 
newspaper coverage to the 
respective teams.
 Longtime Clear Brook 
High School head girls’ 
athletic trainer Cathy Su-
pak was honored by the 
Southwest Athletic Train-
ers’ Association as one of 
the association’s Most Dis-

tinguished Trainer honorees 
during the SWATA’s annual 
meeting and symposium. 
Supak has spent the last 20 
years at Clear Brook.
 The Southbelt Dolphins’ 
cheerleaders excelled at 
the National Cheerleaders 
Association convention, 
receiving numerous honors 
during the event. 

SEPTEMBER
 Dobie’s varsity foot-
ball team played its home 
opener early in the month, 
and after a bit of a slow start 
against an improved Alvin 
team, defeated the Yellow-
jackets 48-27. 
 Alvin proved to be much 
more athletic than in recent 
years, but the Jackets had 
few answers for the Long-
horns’ ground game, which 
rang up 472 yards rushing 
in the easy win.
 At that point, things 
were going good for the 
Longhorns, but the team’s 
outlook was altered Sept. 
9 when third-year starting 
quarterback Blake Jackson 
suffered a season-ending 
high ankle sprain that re-
quired surgery.
 The San Jacinto College 
soccer team was rocked by 
the death of freshman play-
er Jose Perez, killed Sept. 
25 near the South campus 
in an auto accident involv-
ing fellow teammates and a 
second car. 
 Perez, a freshman player 
from Euless, Texas, was the 
lone person killed as three 
other teammates and the 
occupants of the second car 
emerged with minor inju-
ries.
 Following Perez’s death, 
team offi cials held a cer-
emony to retire Perez’s jer-
sey, No. 10. 
 There were also a few 
fund-raising efforts in the 
area held in order to help 
offset funeral costs. 
 The team also took a 15-
day break from action on 
the fi eld before returning to 
continue conference action.
 First-year San Jacinto 
College men’s basketball 
coach Jacob Wonders com-
pleted his staff, naming 
Scott R. Gernander as his 
top assistant and adding an-
other assistant coach, Albert 
Talley Jr. 
 In other San Jacinto Col-
lege news, women’s vol-
leyball head coach Sharon 
Nelson was named athletic 
director at the central cam-
pus. 
 Nelson replaced Scott 
Horstman, who resigned his 
position after his daughter 
died a couple of weeks after 
suffering a severe asthma 
attack during a summer out-
ing. 
 Amanda Horstman had 
completed the eighth-grade 
at Bondy Intermediate and 
was set to begin her fresh-
man year at Pasadena Me-
morial High School.
 The Clear Brook varsity 
volleyball team suffered 
an early district setback to 
eventual district champion 
Clear Creek, falling in fi ve 
games to the Wildcats.
 Dobie’s varsity tennis 
team crushed the Memorial 
Mavericks, paving the way 
for an eventual showdown 
with Deer Park for the 22-
5A crown. 

 With Tyler Wolfe at 
quarterback, the Dobie var-
sity football team was able 
to ease past the Humble 
Wildcats 20-17 as the de-
fense came away with eight 
turnovers in the game. 
 The win made up for a 
setback the week prior as 
Channelview turned a 43-30 
defi cit into a 51-43 victory 
in one of the wildest offen-
sive shootouts of the entire 
season in the Houston area.
 Thompson Intermedi-
ate’s football program dealt 
the majority of the blows 
during the regular-season 
series against the Beverly 
Hills Bears. 
 The Lions won three 
games, each by a touch-
down or less, to gain con-
trol of the series. The Bears, 
meanwhile, salvaged a 
10-point victory in seventh-
grade B play.
 Clear Brook’s varsity 
football team lost its district 
opener, falling 19-14 at Al-
vin. 
 The Yellowjackets’ run-
ning game was tough to 
handle, but several turn-
overs were also costly to the 
Wolverines in the loss.
 In varsity tennis action, 
the Clear Brook program 
was handed a setback, 13-
6, against Clear Creek. The 
Wolverines would later lose 
to the Wildcats once more 
in the District 24-5A tour-
nament.

OCTOBER
 Former Dobie High 
School boys’ soccer stand-
out Chris Torres was named 
the American Southwest 
Conference Defensive Play-
er of the Week after helping 
the Mary Hardin-Baylor 
University men’s soccer 
team to a strong week of re-
sults on the fi eld.
 The Dobie High School 
varsity football team rolled 
past South Houston to move 
to 4-0 in district play, set-
ting up a winner-take-all 
game for the 22-5A crown.
 The San Jacinto College 
men’s soccer team saw its 
season come to an end af-
ter a 1-0 loss to defending 
national champion Tyler in 
double overtime. 
 Tyler thus advanced to 
the sectional tournament af-
ter winning the Region XIV 
clash.
 Dobie High School grad-
uate Catherine Felts, now 
a student at Texas A&M 
University, was part of a 
group representing the Ag-
gies’ national championship 
women’s basketball team 
that was honored in Wash-
ington, D.C., at the White 
House, which included 
a ceremony in the White 
House Rose Garden.
 Meador Elementary stu-
dent Amanda Flores was 
crowned the champion of 
the Pasadena ISD’s annual 
districtwide Punt, Pass and 
Kick competition in the 
8-9-year-old division at 
Newcomb Field. 
 Clarissa Sanchez (age 
12-13) and Ty Williams (age 
14-15) were district winners 
repesenting Thompson In-
termediate.
 As the District 22-5A 
race got under way, the 
Dobie Longhorns crushed 
Pasadena 42-0 to get off to 
a good start. 

 Playing for the District 
22-5A fall team tennis title, 
Dobie’s varsity team fell 
12-1 to Deer Park. 
 All was not lost, though, 
as the Longhorns went on to 
represent the 22-5A ranks 
along with Deer Park at the 
Region III meet. It was the 
sixth regional appearance in 
nine seasons for the Long-
horns.
 Clear Brook’s varsity 
tennis team had a strong 
season while fi nishing the 
24-5A campaign at 5-2, but 
the Wolverines missed out 
on the Region III tournam-
nment after falling to Clear 
Creek in the postseason 
tournament.
 Atkinson Elementary 
recognized its 2011 Punt, 
Pass and Kick winners prior 
to the districtwide competi-
tion. 
 The Eagles’ winners were 
Charlize Tamayo (8-9-year-
old girls’ division), Ale-
jandro Vigil (8-9-year-old 
boys’ division), Gabriella 
Garcia (10-11-year-old 
girls’ division) and Ra-
fael Rivera (10-11-year-old 
boys’ division).
 Dobie High School star 
Christa Williams, who won 
two Olympic gold medals 
with the Team USA wom-
en’s softballl team and who 
also helped Dobie pocket a 
pair of state softball titles, 
was a member of the fi rst 
class set for induction into 
the Pasadena ISD’s Hall of 
Fame athletic class.

NOVEMBER
 On the fi rst day of the 
month, the Clear Brook 
Lady Wolverines and their 
counterparts at Dobie were 
both eliminated from the bi-
district volleyball playoffs. 
 Dobie lost in three 
straight sets to Baytown 
Sterling, and the Lady Wol-
verines lost in four sets to 
23-5A champion Clements.  
 Dobie had entered the 
playoffs tied for the second 
seed in 22-5A but then lost 
a play-in match to Memo-
rial for playoff seeding. 
 The Lady Longhorns 
thus ended the season with 
a three-match losing streak.
 Playing for the District 
22-5A title against Deer 
Park, the Dobie Longhorns’ 
varsity football team was 
not up to the task.

 Instead, the Deer avenged 
their 2010 loss to Dobie 
with an easy 41-16 victory 
over the Longhorns. Deer 
Park won the district crown 
at 5-0, while Dobie went 
4-1. 
 Beverly Hills was the big 
winner at the end of the in-
termediate football season.  
 The Bears defeated 
Thompson 20-0 to win the 
eighth-grade A crown, and 
the Bears also won the 
seventh-grade B title with a 
win over South Houston.
 Thompson also got in on 
the championship act, tak-
ing fi rst place in the eighth-
grade B division.
 Lutheran South Acad-
emy’s varsity volleyball 
team won the regional title 
and eventually moved on to 
the state tournament, where 
the Pioneers fell in the state 
semifi nals.
 Dobie’s respective cross 
country teams ran fairly 
well at the District 22-5A 
meet, but Brianna Guevara 
of the Lady Longhorns’ 
varsity squad showed she 
wasn’t ready for her season 
to end.
 Guevara, eighth in the 
district meet, went on to fi n-
ish 47th overall at the Re-
gion III meet.
 The high school football 
season in the South Belt 
area wound down as both 
Dobie and Clear Brook 
were defeated in the bidis-
trict round of the playoffs.
 Dobie, taking on North 
Shore, fell behind 14-0 and 
could not recover during a 
34-14 loss to the Mustangs. 
 It was the Longhorns’ 
second straight loss in the 
opening round. Dobie fi n-
ished the season 7-4 over-
all.
 Clear Brook also had a 
short stint in the playoffs 
as Hightower put together 
a pair of 21-0 runs in the 
bidistrict game versus the 
Wolverines en route to an 
eventual 47-21 victory.
 The Leader’s annual high 
school football game pick-
ers contest came to a close 
as the paper’s sports editor, 
John Bechtle, fi nished in 
a tie with Eli Tanksley of 
Clear Brook Realtors. 
 The pair fi nished with an 
86-34 record, correctly pre-
dicting the winners almost 

72 percent of the time.
 Dobie’s varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team debuted well, 
advancing to the champion-
ship game of the Division 
II silver bracket during the 
McDonald’s Texas Invita-
tional Basketball Tourna-
ment. 
 A short time later, tour-
nament offi cials announced 
that the 2011 tournament 
attendance mark shattered 
the previous record for the 
event by more than 17 per-
cent.
 Tournament founder Ben 
Meador estimated that be-
tween 44,500 and 45,000 
fans attended the three-day 
event.
 The Clear Brook boys’ 
varsity team did not play 
in the big tournament, but 
head coach Jason Pillow’s 
team got off to a great start, 
winning four straight to 
close out the month.
 The Bay Area Football 
League youth season fi n-
ished as the Sagemont Cow-
boys junior division team 
advanced all the way to the 
Super Bowl round before 
losing to the 13-0 Pearland 
Hurricanes. The Cowboys 
were 8-4-1 during the sea-
son.
 The Sagemont Cowgirls’ 
drill team won the season-
ending competition in the 
BAFL ranks, closing out a 
strong season. 
 A pair of longtime South 
Belt area volunteers, Den-
ny Wranich Sr. and Vinny 
Finney, were recognized by 
the league for their many 
years of service.
 The San Jacinto College 
women’s volleyball team, 
which calls the Central cam-
pus home, fi nished fourth at 
the National Junior College 
Athletic Association’s na-
tional tournament.
 The locals won two 
matches on the opening day 
of the event before falling to 
eventual national champion 
Blinn in the semifi nals. 
 In the third-place match, 
the Ravens fell to Western 
Nebraska, thereby settling 
for fourth place.
 In the fi nal national poll 
of the season, San Jac occu-
pied the fourth spot.
 The Dobie varsity girls’ 
basketball team began its 
season on a strong note, 

winning fi ve of six games 
overall. The locals ad-
vanced to the championship 
game of the Baytown Tip-
Off Classic before falling to 
Barbers Hill.

DECEMBER
 The Clear Brook varsity 
boys’ basketball had a great 
start to the month, win-
ning the Carlisle/Krueger 
Classic hosted by the Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District. 
 The tournament has been 
in place for decades, but the 
Wolverines had never won 
the event, much less even 
played in the championship 
game. 
 A few days later, Clear 
Brook traveled to Dobie, 
building a quick 26-8 lead 
before settling for a 65-54 
victory in the neighborhood 
battle.
 Rallying in the fourth 
quarter of the fi nal against 
Clear Lake, the Wolverines 
forced overtime and then 
secured the championship 
trophy with a surge in the 
extra sesssion. 
 Nine Dobie High School 
football players, including 
Player of the Year Andrew 
Robinson, were fi rst-team 
selections when the 22-5A 
all-district picks were an-
nounced.
 Thompson Intermediate’s 
eighth-grade Light boys’ 
basketball team caused a 
cheer in the area, winning 
the prestigious San Jacinto 
Intermediate Invitational 
with four straight victories. 
 The event began with 
64 teams in play, and the 
Lions went on to defeat Al-
ice Johnson Junior High of 
the Channelview Indepen-
dent School District for the 
crown. 
 The Dobie varsity boys’ 
soccer team gained a little 
bit of pre-season notoriety, 
earning a No. 25 ranking 
in the ESPN High School 
Rankings, also known as 
the Powerade Fab 50. 
 The Longhorns were also 
ranked eighth in the state of 
Texas by the Texas Associa-
tion of Soccer Coaches.
 Those were the endur-
ing moments from the 2011 
sports year in the South Belt 
area. May there be many 
more highlights to come for 
everyone in 2012.

2011 year in athletics brought thrills, honors to many

Nightmare baseball tryouts
 The Nightmare select baseball organization is seek-
ing South Belt area youths to try out for spots on the 6U 
through 14U teams that will compete in tournaments 
and leagues early this spring. The players must also be  
planning to register in the Sagemont-Beverly Hills Lit-
tle League for the 2012 spring season. The Nightmare 
will host a tryout Saturday, Jan. 14, Jan. 21 and Jan. 
28, at El Franco Lee Park, beginning at noon. For ad-
ditional details about the Nightmare program, call Ter-
rance Small at 832-212-3543.

Dobie tennis exes invited Jan. 10 at Dobie
All former Dobie High 
School tennis players, 
including Shawn Trip-
puti (right) are invited to 
play in the Longhorns’ 
exes matches, which will 
be held Tuesday, Jan. 10, 
at Dobie High School. 
Head coach Manuel 
Moreno Jr. will pit for-
mer players against cur-
rent varsity players as 
part of a fun-fi lled series 
to help start the school’s 
spring season. The ac-
tion will begin at 1:30 
p.m. Any former players 
interested need to simply 
show up ready to warm 
up and get started. Those 
who wish may contact 
Moreno at mmoreno@
pasadenaisd.org. Dobie’s 
spring season begins 
Jan. 19 as the varsity 
team visits the Pearland 
Oilers at 2:30 p.m.

Photo by John Bechtle

District basketball races set to heat up
Continued from Page 1B
 While the Clear Brook 
varsity boys are rolling, oth-
er teams are looking to put 
everything together with the 
district races either under 
way or very near.
 The Brook varsity girls’ 
team slipped to 2-2 in Dis-
trict 24-5A action after fall-
ing 62-46 at Clear Creek 
Jan. 3.
 The game was tied at 
27-27 at halftime before the 
host Lady Wildcats turned 
things up a notch in the sec-
ond half to close out the vic-
tory.
 Aliyah Owens paved the 
way for the Lady Wolver-
ines with 21 points. Clear 
Brook had few answers 
on handling Clear Creek’s 
Brentney Branch, who 

closed out the game with 31 
points.
 The Lady Wolverines 
will next travel to Clear 
Springs Jan. 6, to take on 
the Lady Chargers. Then 
will come a Jan. 10 home 
game against Brazoswood.
 The Dobie varsity girls’ 
team, which opens District 
22-5A play Jan. 6 at Phillips 
Field House against South 
Houston, likely built some 
momentum with three wins 
in the Gulf Coast Classic, 
hosted by Barbers Hill.
 The Lady Longhorns 
lost big to Clear Lake in the 
opener of the tournament 
but then came back to down 
Mayde Creek 57-51. The 
locals then beat Humble 
56-28 and Lumberton 56-
47 before slipping 49-36 to 

Brenham.
 Dobie’s varsity boys’ 
team had its up and down 
moments at the Alvin Lions 
Club tournament. 
 The Longhorns beat 
Pearland 59-44 with an 
impressive 18-5 run in the 
fourth quarter but then fell 

55-42 to Seven Lakes and 
72-53 to Fort Bend Mar-
shall.
 Head coach Kevin Cross 
will lead his team into a Jan. 
10 nondistrict game against 
La Porte before the team 
travels to Pasadena Jan. 13 
to open 22-5A action.

Chase Mullen and the Clear Brook Wolverines have 
won 14 of 16 games to make a splash in the District 
24-5A ranks.

STAFFORD • 281-240-3060STAFFORD • 281-240-3060
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12933 Gulf Freeway12933 Gulf Freeway
Nasa • 281-557-3500Nasa • 281-557-3500
1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 451020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45

3 Great Restaurants3 Great Restaurants

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
FREE Mini BuffetFREE Mini Buffet 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m.

FREE DINNERFREE DINNER
Buy 1 Dinner & 2 Beverages, Get One 

of Equal or Lesser Value FREE
(Max Value $7) With Coupon.

Dine in Only after 4 p.m.
Not valid with Lunch Specials. Expires 1-19-12

Gift Cards • Party Rooms
Catering • Daily Specials

Lunch Specials
from $4.99


