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Heavy trash scheduled

Tree waste will be picked up Thursday, Jan.
21, for city of Houston residents living north
of Beltway 8. Residents south of the beltway
are scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 28. For more
information, call 3-1-1.

Melillo holds health fair

The physical education department at
Melillo Middle School will sponsor a com-
munitywide health/fitness fair at the school on
Friday, Jan. 22, from 6 to 8 p.m.

The health fair, open to both adults and
children, will provide basic health screenings,
fitness information and participation activi-
ties.

A variety of informational booths will be
available to help the community be aware of
many health- and fitness-related services and
providers located in the area.

Door prizes will be awarded throughout the
evening.

Library events scheduled

The following events are scheduled for the
Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale:

Movie Madness will be Thursday, Jan. 14,
at 4 p.m. Call 281-484-2036 for feature title.

Jump start New Year’s resolutions at the
South Belt Slimdown.

On Saturday, Jan. 16, from 10:30 a.m. to
noon, learn ways to monitor eating patterns.
Call for information.

The library will be closed on Monday, Jan.
18, for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

The February computer class schedule
becomes available Tuesday, Jan. 19. Space is
limited — sign up early.

Looking for a job? Workforce Solutions
will host free job search seminars Wednesdays
from 10 a.m. to noon.

The next session, Creating References,
Cover and Thank You Letters, will be held
Wednesday Jan. 20.

After-school craft time for children is Jan.
21, at 4 p.m. Free tickets are required.

Family storytime is Tuesday at 7 p.m. Pre-
schooler storytime is Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.
Toddler time is Thursday at 10 and 11:15 a.m.

Softball registration set

The South Belt Girls Softball Association’s
spring registration will be held at El Franco
Lee Park as follows:

Thursday, Jan. 14, from 6 to 8 p.m.;
Saturday, Jan. 16, from 10 am. 2 p.m.;
Tuesday, Jan. 19, from 6 to 8 p.m.; Thursday,
Jan. 21, from 6 to 8 p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 23,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Tryouts will be Jan. 30, from 9 a.m. to noon
and | to 4 p.m. For more information, call
281-485-7630.

CCISD event now Jan. 15

Canceled because of snow in December,
the Clear Creek Independent School District’s
Night at the Theatre has been rescheduled.

Students from all CCISD intermediate and
high schools, as well as Greene Elementary,
will perform a mini play Friday, Jan. 15, in the
Clear Lake High School auditorium.

The first play begins at 5:30 p.m. with the
last curtain call around 8 p.m.

The cost for the event is one canned or non-
perishable food item.

Book signing at library

Burton Chapman will do a presentation and
book signing for Telephone Road, Texas: A
History and Guide to Southeast Houston from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 23, at the
Parker Williams Library.

For information, call 281-484-2036.
Telephone Road, Texas features histories of
Hobby Airport, Galveston-Houston, Santa
Rosa Theater, Gulfgate Mall, interim NASA
buildings, Gold Star Recording Studio, the
Jimmie Menutis Club, and other southeast
Houston people and places.

K of C free throw contest set

The Knights of Columbus’ annual free throw
contest will be held in the Dobie gym Saturday,
Jan. 23, from 10 a.m. to noon.

For information, call Chris Sorensen at
832-512-8371.

LSA open house Jan. 24

Lutheran South Academy will hold an
informative open house and tour of the school
on Jan. 24 from 2 to 4 p.m. for prospective
students and their parents.

Lutheran South is a college preparatory
Christian school serving prekindergarten
through 12th grade. For information, call 281-
617-5626.

BH Civic Club to meet

Beverly Hills Civic Club meets Monday,
Jan. 25, at 6:45 p.m. at Beverly Hills Park.
Officers will be elected and concerns can be
discussed. Refreshments will be served.

Hobby Lions Club to meet

Hobby Airport Lions Club meets Wednes-
day, Jan. 20, at noon at the Golden Corral at
Fuqua and I-45.

E-mail HobbyAirportLions @gmail.com
for more information.

Hard freeze strikes South Belt area

Temperatures dip into lower 20s; few problems reported

By James Bolen

The South Belt area was hit by a hard freeze
this past week with temperatures dipping into the
lower 20s.

Fortunately, however, the community was
spared from heavy precipitation, limiting the
amount of resulting damage.

All area schools remained open despite the
chilly conditions. Neither the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District nor the Clear Creek In-
dependent School District reported any serious
problems.

PISD spokeswoman Candace Ahlfinger attri-
butes this, in large part, to preparedness.

“Everyone had time to prepare,” Ahlfinger
said.

This sentiment is shared by by Clear Brook

City Municipal Utility District Director of Op-
erations Dean Baier, who compared the freeze
with a similar one that occurred in late December
1983.

“In 1983, everyone had left for Christmas,”
Baier said. “No one took precaution. This time,
everyone was well-prepared.”

Baier noted that in 1983, several homes flood-
ed as a result of the cold temperatures. This time,
however, Baier said he knew of no episodes of
flooding.

The primary problems incurred within the util-
ity district, according to Baier, involved backflow
prevention devices used for irrigation purposes.

“People insulated their pipes,” Baier said.
“But not the backflow device itself.”

Baier added, however, that a few homes with-

Elam fundraiser set for Jan. 17

By James Bolen

A benefit to aid
John Elam in his
fight against can-
cer will be held
Sunday, Jan. 17,
at Hugh and Jeff’s
Carwash and Grill,
1232 W. FM 646 in
Dickinson, from 2
to 10 p.m.

A 1985 Dobie
graduate, Elam was
diagnosed with a
rare, unknown
form of cancer in
April 2004. John Elam

To date, Elam has had three separate tumors
successfully removed from his liver, pancreas
and colon, respectively.

However, three additional small tumors were
discovered in his abdomen in January 2008, and
his current doctors consider further surgery too
dangerous.

A former stand-out football player, Elam is
now seeking second opinions from other physi-
cians.

To help defray medical costs, former Dobie
football teammates Hugh Lazenberry and Chris
Hererra are hosting a barbecue fundraiser and
auction.

Providing entertainment for the event will be
the John Evans Band, led by 1986 Dobie gradu-
ate and former quarterback John Evans, along

with Ziggy Moonshine and the Midnight River
Choir.

Also attending will be NASA astronaut Clay
Anderson, who will be signing autographed pic-
tures while in full flight gear.

All proceeds will go directly to the Elam fam-
ily.

Available barbecue items include burgers,
chicken, ribs, brisket and sausage.

Items to be auctioned include unlimited life-
time car washes, an autographed Elam #57 Texas
A&M football jersey, a game of golf with for-
mer Texas A&M football coach Jackie Sherrill,
sports memorabilia autographed by Andy Pet-
titte, round-trip airfare for two to Las Vegas and
a two-night hotel stay at the MGM Grand in Las
Vegas.

“We are going to raise enough money to make
sure John and his family have the tools and ac-
cess they need to continue his fight, and that takes
money,” Lazenberry said. “Those of us who were
lucky enough to play football with John know
how tough this man is. I am honored to know
him and proud he calls me his friend.”

Cover charge will be $15.

For more information, contact Lazenberry at
hughlazenberry @aol.com or 281-808-9997.

For those wishing to donate but unable to at-
tend the event, an account has been set up at Wa-
chovia Bank.

Donations may be dropped off at any Wacho-
via branch.

Checks should be made out to: All In For
Elam, account number 2000031233051.

Genoa US Postal branch
to remain open — for now

r

The U.S. Postal Service has removed the
Genoa branch, located at 10935 Almeda Genoa,
from its list of offices up for possible closure or
consolidation.

The move stems in part from a campaign be-
gun by longtime South Belt resident and former
Meador Elementary teacher Linda Boyd, who
wrote a letter to the editor, which appeared in
the Sept. 17 edition of the Leader. In the letter,
Boyd encouraged other upset residents to write
the Postal Service, as well as their local elected
officials to complain.

The venture proved effective, as Boyd re-
ceived a letter from Houston Postmaster Herman
Ellis, dated Jan. 7, notifying her of the decision
to remain open for the time being.

“Please note, after the initial study, the Postal
Service has determined closing the Genoa Sta-
tion is not feasible at this time,” Ellis wrote in the
letter.

Ellis, however, did note the branch may still
be considered for closure in the 2011 fiscal year,
which takes place between Oct. 1,2010 and Sept.
30, 2011.

The move to close the Genoa branch would be
the result of tough financial times for the USPS,
which is battling the Internet, as well as private
competitors.

A Station and Branch Optimization and Con-
solidation initiative conducted by the Postal
Regulatory Commission reviewed roughly 3,600
branches nationwide for possible closure or con-
solidation. Of these, 371 are still being exam-
ined.

The Genoa station was just one of four branch-
es in the Greater Houston area to be reviewed for
closure. The other three were Barker Springs, the
Westchase Finance Post Office on Gessner and
an office in Nassau Bay.

The Postal Service has taken other steps in re-
cent years to cut costs.

Across the country, there are currently only
175,000 mail boxes — about half the number
found in 1989. Since 2000, the USPS has reduced
its staff from 800,000 to 650,000 (almost entirely
through attrition). And this past May, it raised the
price of stamps by 2 cents. The discontinuation
of Saturday deliveries is also being considered.

in the district did suffer from frozen pipes.
Neither the Sagemeadow Municipal Utility

District nor the Kirkmont Municipal Utility Dis-
trict reported any serious problems.

PISD’s Morgan educates
on dangers of choking game

By James Bolen

Following the recent asphyxiation-related
death of a 14-year-old South Belt boy, Pasade-
na Independent School District board member
Vickie Morgan, who lost her daughter Jenny in
a similar incident the previous December, is on a
mission to warn others about the dangers of the
“choking game.”

“Parents need to know about it,” Morgan said.
“I want kids’ lives to be saved.”

Also known as the “fainting game,” “space
monkey,” “blackout game,” “pass out game,”
“sleeper hold” and “funky chicken,” the practice
induces a state of euphoria brought on by the in-
tentional deprivation of oxygen to the brain. The
“game” can either be played solo using a scarf,
bungee cord, belt, necktie or similar device to
put pressure on the carotid artery in the neck or
with a partner, who applies pressure to a sub-
ject’s neck until he or she passes out.

While many adults are unaware of the activ-
ity, it has become common in recent years with
children, being popularized by Web sites such as
YouTube.

According to Morgan, many youths who
would not otherwise experiment with drugs are
drawn to the practice.

“It makes it more acceptable,” she said. “You
get a feeling of euphoria without any illegal sub-
stances.”

Morgan said her daughter falls into this cat-
egory.

“She never got into trouble. She was the per-
fect kid,” she said. “She was always at church,
school or with us. If it could happen to her, it can
happen to anyone.”

The 24-year school board member believes
her daughter may have picked up the game in her
school’s restroom, noting she had a large number
of bathroom “admits.”

In an effort to educate both students and school
faculty about the dangers of the practice, Morgan
has spoken at all intermediate and high schools
in the district this past year.

After one presentation at Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate, Morgan said she was approached by a
student who said she regularly played the game
and was planning to play alone that day, but the
speech had saved her life.

PISD has also now made teaching the dangers
of the choking game part of its health curricu-
lum.

‘While most experts agree the practice is on the
rise, it’s difficult to pinpoint an exact number of
deaths attributed to the game, as many are mis-
labeled as suicide. A 2008 report conducted by
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control concluded
there have been at least 82 deaths related to the
choking game since 1995.

In the study, almost 96 percent of the deaths
occurred while the youth was alone, and 93 per-
cent of parents said they were not aware of the
game until their child died. More than 86 percent
of the deaths involved males, with most fatalities
occurring in the 11 to 16 age range (the age range
overall was 6 to 19 years, with a median age of
13).

‘Warning signs parents should look for include
bloodshot eyes, red marks on the neck, severe
headaches and scarves and belts tied to bedroom
furniture or doorknobs or found knotted on the
floor.

Morgan is hopeful her actions will prevent
other parents from having to go through what she
has.

“I not only lost my daughter, but my best
friend,” she said. “Now, my goal is to help other
families from having to go through birthdays,
Christmases and Thanksgivings without their
child. That’s what Jenny would want us to do.”

Centerpoint shores up support poles

By Matt Griesmyer

Power distribution poles throughout the south east
Houston area are seeing new additions to their struc-

ture.

“CenterPoint Energy inspects and replaces poles
on an ongoing basis to ensure the integrity of its elec-
tric distribution system, and bracing poles is part of
said Leticia Lowe, representative of

that process,”
CenterPoint Energy.

CenterPoint inspected the poles in the southeast
Houston area last year and are repairing or replac-
ing around 8,900 poles. The repairs and replacement
of poles in the South Belt area are reportedly not in

response to Hurricane Ike.

These structures, composed of galvanized steel,
are driven five or more feet into the ground and then
belted to the pole, extending the already 40 to 65 year

life span by another 15 to 20 years.

If a pole is deemed repairable, it is treated for fungi
and termites and then fitted with the aforementioned
brace. If a pole is not repairable, then it is scheduled

for replacement.

Lowe explained that the cost for the repairs to
distribution poles is covered by a percentage of resi-

dents’ monthly electric bill.

“In the long run, we want to get the most out of the
poles because the customers are paying for them,”

Lowe said.

San Jac promotes art, science

San Jacinto College has launched a “Promise
for Their Future” scholarship campaign to ben-
efit students from east Harris County who wish
to attend the college. To date, 12 donors have
committed $75,000 to the campaign benefiting
San Jacinto College students.

“Promise for Their Future” is a new scholar-
ship opportunity for San Jacinto College students
majoring in the arts and sciences. This fund will
provide scholarships (tuition, fees, and books) to
help up to 10 students complete their certificate
or associate degree programs beginning in the
2010-2011 academic year.

“Our goal is to raise at least $250,000 to cre-
ate a scholarship endowment so these funds are
available to our students in perpetuity,” com-
mented Susan Arscott, foundation director and
vice president for resource development. The
scholarship kickoff is Friday, Jan. 22, as part of
a private screening of the Houston Symphony’s
performance of The Planets — An HD Odyssey.
The Houston Symphony has commissioned cel-
ebrated producer/director Duncan Copp to as-
semble state-of-the-art, high definition images
from NASA’s exploration of the solar system to
accompany Holst’s cosmic musical score, along
with commentary by the world’s leading plan-
etary scientists.

“We are extremely grateful to the Houston

Symphony and NASA for joining with us to
provide an incredible symphony experience for
our students, employees, guests and several stu-
dents and employees from the local independent
school districts working with the college,” added
Arscott.

Donors to date include three at the $10,000
level: Ben and Janice Meador; John and Rose
Moon Sr.; and David and Marie Flickinger. Nine
have committed to a $5,000 donation including:
Bay Architects; Dell; Rusty and Brenda Hellyer;
LeTorneau University; McGriff, Seibels & Wil-
liams; Maureen Murphy (San Jac College South
campus president) and Joseph McArdle; Shell
Oil; Daniel and Margaret Snooks; and, Verizon.

Donations for the “Promise for Their Future”
campaign are being accepted through the San Ja-
cinto College Foundation at the $5,000, $10,000,
$25,000 and $50,000 level. Benefits include
prime seat tickets for the Houston Symphony
performance of The Planets — An HD Odyssey
on Friday, Jan. 22, sponsorship of student tickets
for the symphony performance, and an ad in the
event program. Donors will be invited to attend
an invitation-only pre-concert reception hosted
by San Jac Chancellor Dr. Brenda Hellyer. For
information about the campaign and donor op-
portunities, visit www.sanjac.edu/Houston Sym-
phony, or call 281-998-6104.
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Readers’

Opinions

Valtasaros; Avatar a
disappointment

Do not read this if you haven't seen
the movie Avatar and plan to do so! Or
maybe read it and save yourself some
time and money.

After hearing great reviews from many
of our friends and family, my wife and |
went to see the new movie Avatar last
night. We don’t go to the movies very
much because of time restraints so we
were looking forward to this treat.

What a disappointment, | am an ad-
mirer of James Cameron, the writer and
director of Avatar, and was hoping for the
reality to match the hype. Instead | got a
movie that had great visual effects, out-
standing CGl, beautiful and believable
cinematography and a crappy, politically
based story line that is repeated ad nau-
seam on the SyFy channel every 2
hours.

We humans have destroyed every-
thing green on our planet.

We humans in the guise of a huge
Corporation are now exploiting the
resources of another planet.

We humans in the guise of the military
(or in this case ex military) wish to kill the
indigenous population of the new planet
and just take the rare and extremely
valuable mineral from under the sacred
tree (yes, | said the sacred tree, there’s a
new and fresh idea.)

Some of we humans, in the guise of
the scientists, are loving and benevolent,
all they wish to do is take samples of the
tree’s roots.

Add in some imaginative ideas like the
military person that refuses to fire on the
“tree huggers,” the military person that
does not want to “martyr” herself, the
loud and mean looking military leader of
the “we humans” who says that we will
fight the terror created by the indigenous
population shooting arrows at our super
duper heavily armored flying ships with
more terror, mix in the never ending fight
between the good human that is now
morphing into one of the indigenous
people and the evil human military guy

and then bring the movie to a predictable
ending where the “we humans” lose and
are forced back to our dead planet and
the “good guys” get to keep their rare and
extremely valuable mineral under the
sacred tree.

All that for the great price of $20.00
not including popcorn and a drink.

Maybe the first clue that failure was
inevitable for “we humans” should have
been that the rare and extremely valu-
able mineral under the sacred tree that
we were trying to obtain is called “unob-
tainium.” GROAN. George Valtasaros
P.S.: | kept my recyclable 3D glasses.
($20?)

District 22 candidates
face job interview

There are six candidates in the race
for the District 22 House seat; the incum-
bent Pete Olson and five challengers.
The Clear Lake Tea Party and four other
co-sponsoring groups within District 22,
has invited all six candidates to a Job
Interview.

Patterned after the Saddleback inter-
view that Rick Warren conducted with
John McCain and Barack Obama in
2008, the candidates who accept the
invitation will be asked questions relative
to today’s issues and what their plan is
regarding those issues. Unlike a town-
hall meeting or a press conference, can-
didates will not be in control of the
agenda and will not have access to the
questions beforehand. Only one candi-
date is on stage at a time.

The Job Interview is a new concept for
politics; this may be the first ever such
event in the country. Over 900 constitu-
ents of District 22 will be in the audience
and will complete a score card on the
candidate’s performance. The audience
will not participate in asking questions.

The interviews take place Jan. 30,
2010, at 6 p.m. in the Richard S. Slocomb
Auditorium, San Jacinto College, Spencer
Highway, Pasadena. District 22 constitu-
ents are invited. This is an opportunity
for constituents to become informed vot-
ers before the March 2, 2010 primary

elections. Larry Reams

Volper’s response:
“Climate Change”

Global Warming. This issue is a never-
ending source of political power-This
problem will never be completely fixed so
the liberals will get political mileage out
of this issue until the end of the world
arrives. Politicians all types, not just liber-
als don’t look for the issues that will help
people. They look for the issues that will
give them political power. Al Gore comes
to mind.

It is very profitable for scientists. The
government loves to pay scientists for
research that proves that we are on an
environmental precipice and the only
solution is bigger government. If a scien-
tist is given a million dollars a year to find
global warming, he is going to find global
warming. And speaking of global destruc-
tion, remember the hole in the ozone,
acid rain, and the coming ice age. The
airplane, the Concorde was going to cre-
ate global cooling. The oceans were full
of pollution and that we would die within
20 years. Ted Danson told us that back in
the 80s. Whatever happened to all of that
hysteria? Yep that scientist Al Gore
comes to mind.

It is very profitable for the politicians
and celebrities who have invested in
alternative sources of energy such as
wind and solar. If you force the govern-
ment to mandate the use of these sourc-
es, their stock portfolios will go up. Al
Gore comes to mind.

Liberal celebrities live such a vacuous
life that they have to attach on to such
issues. This gives them a feeling of actu-
ally accomplishing something. Al Gore
comes to mind.

Have you noticed that liberals are not
very consistent about this issue? Half of
the political and celebrity crowd that are
on this save the planet bandwagon live in
huge mansions, own private jets, travel in
limousines and only go to the finest hotel
suites. Their war on global warming is
producing more global warming. Al Gore

comes to mind.

These limousine liberals create a big-
ger carbon footprint in one week than an
average Joe creates in one year, and then
preach to Joe to make changes to his
lifestyle. Why the inconsistency? There
are two reasons. They are elitists and
don’t need to follow the same rules as the
common man. Let them eat cake. And
deep down inside many of them really
don’t believe in this issue and understand
that it is merely an attempt to gain political
power. Al Gore comes to mind.

Mandating cut backs is not going to
work. We have never been a self-limiting
type of culture. We tend to trust technol-
ogy to make life better, not rationing. We
already have a technological answer to
our energy needs and that is nuclear
power. But the environmentalist will flip
when he hears that. Nuclear power is
even more evil that oil. Al Gore comes to
mind.

The good folks who lost their jobs at
IP in Franklin lost out because of COST
and demand. One thing is a positive, they
are saving the trees, the same trees that
are directly associated with CO2. Don’t
ask those folks to hold their breath. Many
scientists are counting their Greenbacks
at the expense of others. Al Gore comes
to mind.

Al is now telling the world that we will
be polar cap free in less than 5 years.
The sooner someone abducts Al Gore
and drops his worthless butt off at the
North Pole so he can see in person just
how much ice (and polar bears) there is
up there, the better. He’s the PT Barnum
of our day, one hoax after another.

| just want to know what’s up with Al's
head. When is it going explode? How
much CO2 will it emit when it finally
blows? After that, | have a vision of Al
Gore meandering aimlessly across an
ice floe wearing nothing but a robe and
flip flops. He’s muttering to himself about
the bears, polar bears, bears, as he kicks
little snowballs.

One last thing folks. The planet has
been here for four and one half billion
years and it will still be here long after we
are all gone. A.C. Volper

Harris County Transit

Champion chosen as MHSE
Employee of the Year

Diane Champion (center) was recently chosen as 2009 Employee of the Year
at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital. She was chosen for her compas-
sion and dedication to her work and those who work with her. Pictured
presenting her with the award are, left to right, Kyle Price, Meg Shorrock,
Champion, George Gaston and Brian Walton. Champion is a registered

nurse at the hospital.

Photo submitted

Hernandez

graduates
from HBU

Chelsey Marie Hernandez received a Bachelor
of Arts degree in history with a minor in soci-
ology from Houston Baptist University during
commencement exercises on Dec. 12, 2009.
Hernandez graduated magna cum laude with
honors in history and a cumulative grade
point average of 3.82. Since 2006, her name
has appeared on the dean’s list. In 2008,
Hernandez was initiated into the Iota Pi
Chapter of Alpha Chi Omega fraternity where
she served on the executive board as vice
president risk management. Throughout her
collegiate career, she was a member of several
honors societies including: Alpha Chi (for
juniors and seniors in the top 10 percent of
their class), Alpha Kappa Delta (sociology),
Omicron Delta Kappa (honors and leader-
ship), Phi Alpha Theta (history), Phi Theta
Kappa and Who’s Who Among Students in
American Colleges and Universities. In spring
2009, HBU’s history faculty named Hernandez
Outstanding History Major 2008-2009. A
native of La Porte, she is the daughter of
Sondra Gaubatz and the granddaughter of
Cliff and Joyce Gaubatz, also of La Porte. She
graduated magna cum laude in 2005 from
Lutheran South Academy and plans to pur-
sue a career in teaching.

expands bus service
to non-Metro areas

Harris County Transit Ser-
vices is greatly expanding its
bus service to areas tradition-
ally not serviced by Metro.

The new routes will more
than double the current ser-
vice to more than 60 linear
miles and triple the number
of stops.

The routes will link resi-
dents of Pasadena, Baytown,
La Porte, Clear Lake, Sea-
brook, South Houston, High-
lands and Crosby into a sin-
gle transit system, offering a
variety of new travel options.

Harris  County Transit
Services Director Ken Fickes
said people will be able to get
to jobs, to school or the doc-
tor.

“It is our hope that more
and more residents will see
this as an affordable way to
get around. We tried to take
people's travel needs into ac-
count. For instance, you can
get on a bus in Crosby and
go to the Strawberry Medi-
cal Clinic in Pasadena for
at most, only a dollar,” said
Fickes.

Other direct stops include
the Harris County Recovers
Housing Assistance Center,
16602 Diana Lane, (serv-
ing residents who still have
homes damaged by Hurricane

Deaths

Terry Markham
McKee Jr.

Terry Markham McKee
Jr., 46, a longtime South Belt
resident, died Jan. 7, 2010.

McKee was born July 29,
1963, in Houston, Texas. His
volunteerism with the City of
Friendswood Fire Marshal’s
Office and Office of Emer-
gency Management earned
him special recognition dur-
ing Hurricanes Rita and Ike.
He was a passionate HAM
radio operator and an expert
repair man. During his life,
he worked for several resi-
dential complexes in the
Galveston-Houston area, in-
cluding the historic Flagship
Hotel.

He is survived by his par-
ents, Terry and Johnell
McKee Sr. of Friendswood,
siblings Tiffany McKee-
Garrett and Kevin Garrett of
Friendswood; nephews Zach-
ary and Jacob Garrett; and
nieces Margaret, Abigail,
Olivia and Mary Garrett.

The funeral Mass was held
Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2010,
with burial at Mount Olivet
Catholic Cemetery in Dick-
inson, Texas.

Memorial contributions in
McKee’s name may be made
to the St. Frances Cabrini
Catholic Church Building

1920. He was a family man,
church organist, deacon and
Sunday School superinten-
dent.

Burlingame was a veteran
of the U.S. armed forces. He
will be remembered for hav-
ing a green thumb, telling bad
jokes, being a punster and
putterer. He loved animals
and enjoyed opera. He was a
civil engineer (NASA) and a
starter of various unfinished
home improvements. Burl-
ingame was a Redskins fan.

He is preceded in death
by his wife, Anna Jacquelyn
Baggett Burlingame; mother
Margaret Houghland Burl-
ingame; father Owen James
Burlingame; and sister Irma
Burlingame.

He is survived by his
daughters, Shirley Ann Burl-
ingame Aguilar and husband
Joe of Houston and Margaret
Lynn Burlingame Wright of
New Bern, N.C.; grandchil-
dren Apryl Dawn Aguilar
Sandoval and husband Alex
Sandoval of Houston, Timo-
thy Owen Wright and wife
Stacey “Cat” Leigh Largent
Burns Wright of Raleigh,
N.C., Katie Lyn Aguilar
Manning of Houston, Natalie
Ann Aguilar of Houston, Da-
vid Adams Aguilar, Vanessa
Marie Aguilar and Elizabeth
Ashley Aguilar; four great-
grandchildren; sisters Marie
Burlingame Heath of Florida,

and many nieces and neph-
ews.

A funeral service was held
Monday, Jan. 11, at Forest
Park East Funeral Home fol-
lowed with interment at
Forest Park East Cemetery.

Harriet Lee
Davidson

Harriet Lee Davidson, 70,
of Brazoria, former longtime

South Belt resident, died
Sunday, Jan. 10, 2010, sur-
rounded by her family. She
was born Jan. 4, 1940, in
Eagle Lake, Texas.

Davidson will be remem-
bered for her love of her fam-
ily.

Survivors include her hus-
band of 37 years, Billy Glenn
Davidson; daughters Dianna
Northen and husband Dar-
rell; Linda Jalufka and hus-

Bryce Hogan and Hannah
Heldman; sisters Jennie Mo-
theral and husband Bruce and
Sarah Smith and husband
Richard; brother Bob McLel-
lan and wife Susan; numer-
ous nieces, nephews, cousins
and a host of friends.

Davidson was preceded in
death by her father, Charles
Samuel McLellan; her moth-
er, Martha (Golden) McLel-
lan Matthews; and three
grandsons, John Cornelius
and Michael and Matthew
Bischof.

Visitation will be at Baker
Funeral Home in West Co-
lumbia on Friday, Jan. 15,
2010, from 6 to 8 p.m.

Funeral services will be
held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 16, 2010, at the First
United Methodist Church of
Brazoria with the Rev. Greg

Oberg officiating. Burial will
follow at Brazoria Cemetery.
Pallbearers will be Mi-
chael Northen, Bryce Hogan,
Jonathon Bischof, Raymond
Jalufka, Darrell Northen,
John Heldman, Mike Bischof,
and Mark Jalufka. Honorary
pallbearers will be Charlie
and John Jalufka, Sammy
Bischof and Sean Cash.

Memorial donations may
be made in Davidson’s name
to the First United Methodist
Church of Brazoria, 409 Lazy
Lane, Brazoria, Texas 77422.

Services are under the
direction of Baker Funeral
Home in West Columbia, 634
S. Columbia Drive, West Co-
lumbia, Texas 77486.

Online condolences may
be left for the family by sign-
ing the guestbook at www.
bakerfuneralhome.net.

Leader
obituary policy

Obituaries submitted to the Leader are
published free of charge. They are ed-
ited to conform to the Leader style.

Smuith Belt Grapliics

Ike), San Jacinto College and
Pasadena Town Square Mall.
The routes also include stops
at various drug stores, gro-
cery stores and libraries.

Harris County Commu-
nity Services Director David
Turkel expressed gratitude
for the public and private co-
operation that made this new
service a possibility.

“We are grateful to the
Houston ~ Galveston  Area
Council for providing the
grant for the service and for
the support and cooperation
from elected officials and the
business community along
these routes,” Turkel said.

While the maximum price
is $1 per ride, seniors and
those who are disabled will
only pay 50 cents. All stu-
dents with an ID are free.

Route service times vary
by location. Starting times
range from 5:30 to 7 am.
and conclude between 6 and
7 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For the latest routes and
schedules, go to www.harris
countytransit.com, then fol-
low the Services tab to Pro-
posed Services.

Singles
dance
Jan. 16

The Bay Area Singles
Club monthly dance will be
held Saturday, Jan. 16, from 7
to 11 p.m. at the VFW Lodge
in Bacliff, 1401 Grand Av-
enue on FM 646, one-quarter
mile west of Highway 146.

Bring party snacks to
share. Cost is $6 for members
and $8 for nonmembers.

For information, call 409-
948-1156 or 281-484-4762

Thompson creates models

T

Thompson Intermediate students in Cherrise Lindsley’s seventh-grade
reading classes have recently been learning about World War II. The unit
culminated with a project where several students chose to create models of
various aspects of this era. Pictured are, from left to right, Jimmy Nevarez
and Xavier Rodriguez with their model of D-Day, Julie Nguyen with her
depiction of Hiroshima just before the atomic bomb was dropped, Anna
Goodman with her representation of a concentration camp (complete with
barracks and a cattle car), and Caxton Petri (kneeling) with his model rep-

resenting the Battle of Britain.

Photo by Carol Waters
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TEXTBOOK COMMUNITY INPUT MEETNG

The Clear Creek Independent School District will be conducting a
Community Input Meeting to receive public comments regarding any of
the instructional materials that are under consideration for adoption for the
2010-2011 school year. These are student textbooks, teachers’ editions,
and ancillary materials for the classroom only in the subjects of English

Language Arts K-12 and Spanish Language Arts and Reading K-8.

The Community Input Meeting will be held on January 19, 2010, from 6:15
p.m. to 7:15 p.m. in the Clear Creek ISD Board Room, 2425 East Main

Street, League City, Texas, 77573.

Parents and community members
who wish to provide comments or
questions regarding the instructional
materials are welcome.
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band Mark; Suzanne Bischof

Fund.
Charles

Burlingame

South Belt resident Charles
Burlingame, 89, died Jan. 7,
2010. He was born Nov. 14,

Freada Burlingame Pearson
of Pennsylvania, Flora Bur-
lingame Draper of Florida,
Peggy Burlingame Clark of
Pennsylvania; brother James
Owen Burlingame and wife
Audrey of North Carolina;

and husband Mike; Mary
Heldman and husband John;
grandchildren Michael and
Jenni Northen; Ray, Char-
lie and John Jalufka; Jonny,
Katie and Sammy Bischof;
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Sawyer graduates

Leader looks back, reviews highlights of 2009

The year in review is con-
tinued from last week’s edi-
tion. Months January through
May can be found in the Jan.
7, 2010, edition of the Leader.

June 4

Investigators from the Har-
ris County Precinct 2 Consta-
ble’s office got a break in the
May 7 arson case at Weber
Elementary when one of the
two suspects returned to the
school and again attempted to
set fire to the building. A resi-
dent walking his dog on the
Blackhawk hike and bike trail
Friday, May 29, at roughly
3:30 a.m. spotted two men
throwing Molotov cocktails
at the school, as had been
done earlier in the month,
and detained the suspects
while he phoned authorities.
Deputies had been patrolling
the area frequently since the
initial incident and arrived
within minutes. Deputies
Vance Britt and Parnell Jones
responded to the call and ar-
rested suspects Brian Rodri-
guez and Joseph Johnson.
Upon being apprehended, the
two men were questioned by
an investigator from the Har-
ris County Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice, who presented them with
surveillance footage from the
May 7 incident.

Rodriguez, 23, reportedly
admitted taking part in the
first event, while Johnson,
23, reportedly denied any
involvement. Both men were
charged with felony arson for
their roles in the second inci-
dent. Acting on information
gained from the arrested sus-
pects, deputies apprehended a
third suspect, James “Jimmy”
Thomas of northwest Hous-
ton, early Wednesday morn-
ing, June 3, for his role in the
May 7 incident. In addition
to receiving help from the
fire marshal’s office, the con-
stable’s office was aided in its
investigation by the Galves-
ton County Sheriff’s office,
which serves as the police
liaison for the Clear Creek
Independent School District.
Weber officials expressed
their gratitude for the depu-
ties’ work by thanking them
on the school’s display sign.

Dobie freshman Brianna
Perez was seriously injured
in a hit-and-run accident in
the 8100 block of Almeda
Genoa Sunday, May 17.

According to police, Per-
ez, 15, was a passenger in a
green Buick Century travel-
ing west near Randolph when
the driver of an eastbound
white flatbed wrecker, Theo-
philus Tarlton, turned left
into the median and failed to
yield to oncoming traffic. The
driver of the Buick attempted
to drive around the wrecker,
but the passenger side of the
vehicle struck the rear end
of the truck. The Buick then
went up on the median and
came to a stop near a tree.
Tarlton, 53, fled north on
Randolph. Perez suffered se-
rious head injuries and was
transported to Ben Taub Gen-
eral Hospital. The driver of
the Buick was not injured.

Longtime South Belt resi-
dent Emory Gadd was named
this year’s Distinguished
Alumnus from South Hous-
ton High School at an award
ceremony Tuesday, May 26.
A 1965 graduate of the area
school, Gadd has devoted
much of his time to his alma
mater, the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District and the
community as a whole. Gadd
has served on the staff of Sa-
gemont Church for nearly 40
years, acting as minister to
students and his current posi-
tion of associate pastor. The
former South Houston stu-
dent attended Houston Baptist
University, where he received
a bachelor’s degree in Chris-
tianity and sociology in 1977.
Gadd serves on the board of
directors of the South Belt-
Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce, and in 1993, he was
named the chamber’s Citizen
of the Year.

The pastor actively vol-
unteers for PISD through
mentoring  programs  and
other efforts. He has served
on the campus improvement

team and as campus chaplain
at Dobie High School. Gadd
has additionally served on
the PISD Health Advisory
Council and the emergency
response teams for Stuchbery
Elementary and Dobie High
School and is the team stat-
istician for the Dobie football
coaching staff. He has further
served as a board member of
the PISD Education Founda-
tion and, in 2005, was named
a Distinguished Citizen of
the school district. Gadd was
instrumental in getting PISD
bonds passed in both 2000
and 2004 and also lends his
support to many San Jacinto
College initiatives.

The distinguished alum-
nus was introduced at the
award ceremony by former
South Belt resident Al Carter.
A 1970 graduate of South
Houston, Carter recently re-
turned to the high school to
work as its advanced place-
ment U.S. History teacher.
Carter replaced longtime
South Houston teacher Ja-
net (Barnett) Reed, who was
named Outstanding Former
Teacher at the ceremony,
after recently retiring from
the school after 41 years of
teaching. The night Gadd was
honored marked the 44th an-
niversary of his high school
graduation and of his first date
with his wife, Susan (Wells)
Gadd, also a South Houston
graduate. The couple have
two adult sons, John and Jim
Gadd, and one grandchild.

Dobie High School sci-
ence teacher, Sandra Hall,
retired after serving 34 years
in the education field. She
had been a teacher, depart-
ment head, curriculum writer,
strategizer, tutor and an as-
sistant principal. Hall worked
in the Bibb County Georgia
School District before mov-
ing to Houston 28 years ago
as a result of her husband’s
job relocation. Hall gradu-
ated from Mercer University
with a Bachelor of Science in
biology and psychology with
a minor in Latin. She con-
tinued her education and re-
ceived a Master of Edcuation
in biology with an emphasis
on environmental science
from Georgia College and a
Master of Science degree in
education managament from
the University of Houston
- Clear Lake. She is married
to Lonnie Hall. The pair have
been married for 38 years
and are the parents of Londra
Brown, Lanita Simmons and
Landon Hall. They are also
the proud grandparents of
Sheridan Victoria Simmons.

June 11

Kenneth Flolo was killed
in a traffic accident in the
13100 block of the Gulf
Freeway service road near
Beltway 8 Saturday, June 6.
Flolo was driving a Harley
Davidson motorcycle south
on the feeder road and was at-
tempting to enter the freeway
when he hit the rear end of a
white Ford Explorer driven
by Ireri Perez. Perez, 33, was
attempting to back down the
entrance ramp at the time
of the collision. Flolo, 47,
was pronounced dead at the
scene. Perez was not injured
in this incident and was
charged with criminally neg-
ligent homicide. This marked
the fifth fatality of the year on
the stretch of the Gulf Free-
way from Fuqua to Beltway
8 and the second motorcycle
fatality to occur in only three
weeks. An additional five fa-
tal accidents occurred on the
Gulf Freeway between Fuqua
and Scarsdale in 2008, and
the intersection of Beltway
8 and I-45 has also been the
site of two suicides in the past
two years.

Brianna Perez died Friday,
June 5, at Ben Taub General
Hospital from severe brain
injuries she suffered in a hit-
and-run accident  Sunday,
May 17. No charges were
filed on the driver of the other
vehicle, Theophilus Tarlton,
as a grand jury handed down
a no bill, saying there was a
chance he was unaware of the
collision.

Former Dobie student Jer-

emy Lee Cox died Wednes-
day, June 3, while driving in
‘Wharton. Cox, 32, was driv-
ing to work for a land survey-
ing company when his truck
veered off the road and struck
a tree. He was pronounced
dead at the scene. A native
South Belter, Cox attended
Meador Elementary and Bev-
erly Hills Intermediate prior
to attending Dobie.

Two homes in the 11500
block of Sagedowne were de-
molished Thursday, June 4,
as the result of a government
buyout due to repeated flood-
ing. Several other homes on
the area street have been lev-
eled over the last decade.

Lutheran South Academy
student Makenzie Stocker
died in a Pasadena traffic ac-
cident Wednesday, June 3.
Stocker, 18, was the front-
seat passenger in a Honda
Civic traveling west on Bay
Area Boulevard when the
car’s 16-year-old male driver
reportedly ran a red light at
Red Bluff. A man driving
a pickup truck through the
green light crashed into the
Civic at a high rate of speed,
killing Stocker instantly. The
vehicle’s back-seat passen-
ger, Caitlin Cannon, 17, suf-
fered severe head injuries and
was taken by Life Flight to
Memorial Hermann Hospital
and underwent surgery. Both
drivers sustained minor inju-
ries. Stocker was the daugh-
ter of Todd Stocker, who
serves as campus minister at
Lutheran South Academy.

June 18

William “Bill” Newcomb
began his new position of
senior pastor at Cokesbury
United Methodist Church
Sunday, June 14. He is the
first male pastor at the church
in 10 years. He replaced San-
dra Smith, who now serves as
district superintendent for the
UMC.

A cookoff was held Sat-
urday, June 13, at El Franco
Lee Park to raise additional
funds for the annual South
Belt Fourth of July fireworks
display. The yearly fireworks
show, also held at El Franco
Lee Park, is usually funded
by money raised at the an-
nual South Belt Spectacular
Cookoff held at Tom Bass
Park in April. Heavy rains,
however, caused the event to
fall roughly $6,000 shy of
its original goal of raising
$20,000.

June 25

South Belt resident Cath-
erine Jakubowski turned 98
Friday, June 26. Originally
from Chicago, Jakubowski
moved to Houston in 1990 in
large part due to its warmer
climate. She is an active
member of St. Luke’s church
and the Fun Bunch seniors
group at the South Belt-
Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce. Jakubowski has two
surviving children and four
surviving grandchildren.

July 2

First Community Bank
broke ground on its new facil-
ity in the 12900 block of the
Gulf Freeway near Las Haci-
endas and the METRO Park
and Ride. The bank formerly
had two branches in the South
Belt area, but pulled out of
the Houston market due to
a purchase and noncompete
agreement with Wells Fargo
that ended earlier in the year.

July 9

The 22nd annual South
Belt Fourth of July parade
was a huge success with
roughly 20 vehicles and floats
taking part.

Several residents living
in areas not incorporated by
the City of Houston received
parking tickets issued by the
city.

It was announced Good-
will would occupy a large
portion of the building at
Fuqua and Sabo Road that
formerly housed Kroger. The
Kroger at that location was
the first major grocery store
for the South Belt area and
closed down soon after a new
Kroger opened at the corner
of Beltway 8 and Sabo Road.

July 16

Roughly 10 parking tick-

Frazier visits Park Manor

Recently, the Frazier student council representatlves visited Park Manor
Nursing Home to sing Christmas carols and deliver poinsettias to the resi-
dents. The students participating in this special community service project
were Jonathan Acosta, Valerie Provence, Sebastian Leal, Andrea Orrego,
Melanie Pineda, Azalie Amaro, Daniel Shaffer, Jazmin Tabarez, Jalen Clark
and Yvonne Whaley. Pictured are, left to right, Gearl Dene Holt, Valerie

Provence and Martha Ferguson

Photo submitted

ets issued the previous week
by the City of Houston in
areas not incorporated by the
city were dismissed after it
was determined they were is-
sued in error. Several readers
notified the Leader they had
received the suspect tickets,
most for parking in the wrong
direction or more than 18
inches from the curb. In re-
sponse, the Leader staff con-
tacted Harris County Precinct
1 Commissioner El Franco
Lee, who put the paper in
touch with Harris County
Attorney Vince Ryan’s of-
fice. It was discovered all of
the citations had been issued
Tuesday, June 30, by the
same city parking enforce-
ment officer. The officer was
told by a Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 deputy the disputed
areas — mostly in the Kirk-
wood South and Kirkmont
subdivisions — was not in the
city limits. The city officer,
however, said he had been in-
structed by his supervisor to
issue the tickets. Upon being
contacted by Ryan’s office,
city officials agreed to drop
the cases. Originally, those
who received the tickets were
told they still had to show up
in court to have the citations
dismissed. However, officials
later opted to remove their
names from the court dock-
ets.

Channel 13 investigative
reporter Wayne Dolcefino
was the guest speaker at a
luncheon sponsored by the
South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce Wednes-
day, July 8.

Introduced by Leader pub-
lisher and chamber President
Marie Flickinger, Dolcefino
spoke on a number of his past
news stories — many of which
have won prestigious journal-
ism awards. Also in atten-
dance was Rep. Ken Legler.
The freshman representative,
who represents the South
Belt area, honored the South
Belt-Ellington Chamber of
Commerce’s 25th anniversa-
ry by awarding chamber Di-
rector Sally Mitchell a House
resolution. Legler also hon-
ored chamber Second Vice
President Emory Gadd with
a House resolution for be-
ing awarded South Houston
High School’s Distinguished
Alumnus.

South Belt resident Mat-
thew Connally was badly in-
jured by a roadside bomb in
Afghanistan Thursday, July
9. Connally, a member of the
U.S. Army’s 10th Mountain
Division, was the driver of
a military vehicle that was
struck by an improvised ex-
plosive device (IED). He
suffered a collapsed lung, a
dislocated hip, a concussion,
an injured neck and multiple
cuts, bruises and contusions.
He was awarded the Purple
Heart. A passenger in the
vehicle was killed. Connally,
21, and his brother Mitchell
Connally, 18, both attended
Dobie High School before
joining the Army. Both men
are based out of Fort Drum,
N.Y.

Angela (Widener) Stall-
ings was named the new
principal of Memorial High
School at a special Pasadena
Independent School District
board meeting Wednesday,
July 15. Stallings replaced
Billye Smith, who was pro-
moted to associate superin-
tendent of curriculum and
instruction  (grades 7-12)
the previous month. Most
recently, Stallings worked
at Thompson Intermediate,
where she served as principal
for two years. Prior to this,
she worked at Dobie High
School for 16 years, serving
as an English teacher, cheer-
leader sponsor, counselor
and assistant principal at the
school.

Notonly did Stallings work
at Dobie, but she graduated
from the high school in 1986.
Following high school, Stall-
ings attended Lamar Univer-
sity, where she received her
bachelor’s degree in English,
along with a teaching certifi-
cate in 1991. Originally from
Lake Charles, La., Stallings
student taught sixth-grade
English at Lamar Middle
School in Beaumont, before
moving to Houston. After
being hired at Dobie, she
continued her education at
University of Houston-Clear
Lake, where she received
two master’s degrees — one in
educational management and
one in counseling.

In 1996, Stallings made
the switch from teaching to
counseling, a position she
would hold until 2000, when
then-assistant principal Steve
Jamail was promoted to prin-
cipal, and she was named
his replacement. That same
year, Stallings received her
Ph.D. in educational leader-
ship from Sam Houston State
University. The career educa-
tor married longtime Dobie
football coach Richard Stall-
ings in 1999. The couple have
two children; Hannah, 7, and

Hayden, 4.
July 23
Houston  City  Coun-
cilmember Mike Sullivan

held a town hall meeting
Tuesday, July 21, to discuss
area flooding and drainage is-
sues.

In addition to Sullivan,
officials from the City of
Houston Public Works and
Engineering Department, the
Harris County Flood Control
District and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers were on
hand to field questions. Also
attending the meeting were
representatives from the of-
fices of U.S. Rep. Pete Ol-
son, Rep. John Davis, Harris
County Judge Ed Emmett,
Harris County Precinct 1
Commissioner El Franco Lee
and Harris County Precinct
2 Commissioner Sylvia Gar-
cia. Roughly 150 residents
attended the function, with
many waiting in line to voice
their concerns.

A fatal traffic accident
took place Friday, July 17,
in the 10000 block of Gil Jr.
Lane near Almeda Mall. A
49-year-old driver had just
returned home from getting
his driver’s license when he
mistakenly hit the accelerator
and crashed into his garage,
killing his wife and mother-
in-law and seriously injuring
his 6-year-old nephew. Hac
Thi Nguyen, 66, and Vi Thi
Nguyen, 41, were cooking
in the home’s garage when
the unnamed driver, a re-
cent Vietnamese immigrant,
struck them. A Houston po-
lice officer who lived at the
home heard the crash and at-
tempted to administer CPR,
but was unsuccessful. The
two were pronounced dead at
the scene. The boy was taken
to Memorial Hermann Hospi-
tal with a collapsed lung and
damaged spleen. No charges
were filed on the driver.

July 30

The Chase Bank in the
11200 block of Beltway 8
near 45 was robbed Saturday,
July 25. The FBI named for-
mer Dobie student Matheos
“Matt” Pitikas as the lone
suspect. According to police,
Pitikas arrived at the bank
around 1:30 p.m. without a
vehicle. He approached two
tellers, brandished a handgun
and demanded money. Piti-
kas then fled on foot with an
undisclosed amount of cash
and reportedly cut through
the back yard of a Sagehol-
low home that backs up to the
bank. In addition to the FBI,
more than 20 vehicles from
the Houston Police Depart-
ment, the Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 Constable’s office and
the Harris County Sheriff’s
Office responded to the inci-
dent.

HPD Officer S. McGee,
the first to arrive at the scene,
spotted a suspect, believed to
be Pitikas, sitting under the
Sageglen bridge less than
four blocks away from the
bank. McGee told the suspect
repeatedly to show his hands.
The suspect, however, pulled
out what is believed to have
been a pistol and pointed it
at the officer. Fearing for his
life, McGee fired at least once
at the suspect, who then fled
into the area’s storm drainage
system. Both a K-9 unit and
a helicopter combed the area
searching for the suspect, but
were unsuccessful. Records
show that Pitikas had an ex-
tensive criminal record, in-
cluding convictions for crim-
inal trespassing, DWI, mul-
tiple drug possession charges
and evading arrest.

Frazier Elementary as-
sistant principal Sandra Jobe
was named the new principal
of Kruse Elementary. She
replaced longtime principal
Rosie Prusz, who was named
the Pasadena Independent
School District’s associate
superintendent for leadership
and instructional support.
Jobe has 20 years experience
in education — 12 as a teacher
and eight as an assistant prin-
cipal. She began her career in
1989 as a teacher at PISD’s
Jensen Elementary, before
taking an assistant principal
position in 2001 in the Pearl-
and Independent School Dis-
trict. Jobe changed jobs again
in 2003 when she became
an assistant principal in the
Goose Creek Consolidated
Independent School District.
She served as Frazier’s assis-
tant principal for two years.
The principal is a product of
PISD, graduating from Sam
Rayburn High School. She
also attended Park View In-
termediate and Golden Acres
Elementary. Jobe continued
her education at the Univer-
sity of Houston - Clear Lake,
earning a Bachelor of Science
in elementary education in
1989 and a Master of Science
in educational management
in 2001. Jobe was named the
2008-2009 Texas Elemen-
tary Principals and Supervi-
sors Association (TEPSA)
Assistant Principal of the
Year. Jobe has two children
and two grandchildren. Both
children also attended PISD
schools and graduated from
Sam Rayburn High School.

San  Jacinto  College
ranked 40th in the nation as
an associate degree producer,
according to a 2009 Commu-
nity College Week magazine
report of the top 100 degree
and certificate  producing
two-year institutions. The
college also ranked 39th in
awarding degrees to minority
students and 44th on granting
two-year certificates.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
assistant principal Toni Lopez
was named the new principal
of Thompson Intermediate.
Lopez replaced Angela Stall-
ings, who was named the new
principal of Memorial High
School.

A group of concerned
South Belt residents and com-
munity leaders formed a co-
alition in hopes of persuading
county and federal officials
to construct a major retention
pond in the area to alleviate
local flooding. The decision
to form such an alliance came
just days after a July 21 meet-
ing, where representatives
from the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers said the earli-
est improvements could be
made to Clear Creek would
be 13 to 15 years. The Corps
has been studying the Clear
Creek Project since 1962 at
the cost of $35 million. Corps
officials at the July meeting
further said any future work
on Clear Creek would likely
require a new Congressional
authorization and additional
funding, due to its change in
scope over the last 47 years.

Aug. 6

Former South Belt resident
James Daigle was awarded
two Purple Hearts and a
Bronze Star for his service in
the U.S. Army. Daigle, a 1983
Dobie graduate, was honored
by having one of his Purple
Hearts pinned on by former
President George W. Bush at
a ceremony in Dallas. He was
awarded one Purple Heart for
taking a bullet in his leg and
the other for injury sustained
while the vehicle he was in
ran over an improvised ex-
plosive device (IED). He
received the Bronze Star for
his valor as a medic on many
dangerous missions.

A fatal traffic accident
took place Friday, July 31,
in the 2600 block of Genoa
Red Bluff. The driver of a
black Acura TL was travel-
ing east on Genoa Red Bluff
and attempted to pass a slow
moving vehicle. The Acura
then struck a blue Suzuki
motorcycle traveling west on
Genoa Red Bluff. The driver
of the motorcycle, Joshua
Wells, 21, was killed.

Aug. 13

Despite opposition from
community members and
elected officials, the Texas
Department of Housing and
Community Affairs board
approved $2 million in tax
credits to the developer of
the low-income Dixie Gar-
dens apartment complex.
The TDHCA rates potential
complexes on a point sys-
tem, with the higher number
of points being the better.
While opposition to a project
is figured into the equation, it
is not necessarily a deciding
factor. The Dixie Gardens re-
ceived a score of 177 points.
To date, no tax credits have
ever been granted in Texas to
a project with less than 200
points. (The average score is
around 300.) It is doubtful
the Dixie Gardens would nor-
mally have gained approval.
However, nine other similar
projects with higher scores
withdrew their applications
for various reasons. Most
low-income housing projects
receive money from the city
in addition to state incen-
tives. At Councilman Mike
Sullivan’s request, the City
of Houston, however, refused
to allocate funds to aid in the
construction of the complex.

The Texas Legislature
passed House HB 55, which
amended the state’s Transpor-
tation Code, Section 545.425,
prohibiting the use of a wire-
less communication device
while operating a vehicle
within an active school zone
unless the vehicle is stopped
or the device is used with a
hands-free mechanism. An
exception allows the use of
devices to make emergency
calls to specific organizations
listed in the law, including
police, fire and emergency
medical services. The new
law, which took effect Sept.
1, also prohibits bus operators
from using a wireless com-
munication device while op-
erating a passenger bus with

a minor passenger unless the

bus is stopped. Violators are

subject to a fine up to $200.
Aug. 20

Michele Staley was named
the new principal of Clear
Brook High School. Staley
is no stranger to the school,
as she worked as a biology
teacher and volleyball coach
there from 1996 to 1999.
She went on to work in the
Pearland Independent School
District, where she served
as an assistant principal and
principal. Most recently,
Staley served as principal of
Pearland High School. The
principal herself is a product
of the Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District, gradu-
ating from Clear Creek High
School in 1988. Staley then
attended Texas A&M Uni-
versity, where she earned a
bachelor’s degree in kinesi-
ology. She went on to attend
the University of Houston-
Clear Lake, where she earned
a master’s degree in mid-
management. Staley and her
husband, Greg Staley, reside
in Pearland and have three
children, Graham, 8, Ethan,
6, and Ian, 3.

Jose Luis Sosa was killed
in a traffic accident in the
13900 block of the Gulf Free-
way Sunday, Aug. 16. Sosa,
24, was driving a red Ford
sport utility vehicle south
on the freeway just north of
Scarsdale when he left his
lane and struck a pole. He
was pronounced dead at the
scene. No other vehicles
were involved in the incident.
This marked the sixth fatality
this year on the stretch of the
Gulf Freeway from Fuqua to
Scarsdale.

Aug. 27

In a surprising move Mon-
day, Aug. 24, the developer of
the proposed low-income Di-
xie Gardens apartment com-
plex withdrew its application
for state assistance.

Sept. 3

Matheos Pitikas, who was
wanted in connection with the
July 25 robbery of the Chase
Bank in the 11200 block of
Beltway 8, died Sunday, Aug.
30, of an apparent self-inflict-
ed gunshot wound, following
a three-day manhunt in the
Florida panhandle. Pitikas,
24, was stopped by sheriff’s
deputies Friday, July 28, in
Walton County, Fla. When
the deputies approached his
vehicle, Pitikas fired at them
with a 9 mm handgun and
fled the scene, striking one
of the officers with his truck.
Deputies pursued Pitikas, and
more gunfire was exchanged,
but no one was hit. Speeds
exceeded 90 mph during the
chase, according to police.
Pitikas crashed his truck
and ran into the neighboring
woods. Despite being hound-
ed by sherift’s deputies from
three counties, FBI agents,
a helicopter and K-9 units,
Pitikas was able to elude
capture for roughly 48 hours,
before being spotted behind
a home’s tool shed. Once
cornered by deputies, Pitikas
used his last remaining bullet
on himself, police said.

A grand opening was held
Wednesday, August 26, for
the new nondenominational
chapel at Memorial Hermann
Southeast Hospital. The reno-
vation was chosen by hospital
staff as their 2008 employee
campaign project. The cam-
paign was one of the most
successful in the hospital’s
history with employees, phy-
sicians and community mem-
bers raising roughly $56,000.

Sept. 10

Houston City Council-
man Mike Sullivan held a
town hall meeting Thursday,
Sept. 3, where he discussed
a number of issues directly
affecting the South Belt com-
munity. Issues discussed at
the meeting included the new
Bracewell Library, the new
Sagemont community cen-
ter, low-income housing, re-
cycling, NASA funding and
road construction on South

Shaver, Hughes Road and
Monroe.
The 147th Reconnais-

sance Wing of the Texas Air
National Guard named U.S.
Continued on Page SA

Houston High School.

Doug Sawyer graduated Dec. 12, 2009, cum
laude from Texas State University College of
Education with a Bachelor's of Human Science.
Sawyer is a 1983 Dobie High School graduate
and has continued to live in the South Belt area
with his wife, Cathy, and raise his children,
Brian, Daniel and Amanda. Sawyer is employed
in the Pasadena Independent School District
and is a coach at Queens Intermediate. He will
coach sophomore baseball this spring at South

281-481-2121

farmers.com

Flood problems?
You can go home again...
Let Farmers® help.

At Farmers, we know that you insure
your home to get things back to normal
if something unexpected happens. That's
why you'll love the friendly, thorough service
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me
and get a quote on the insurance that
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU

12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)
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FARMERS

Gets you back where you belong:
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A New Year...
A New You!

Weight Loss Surgery Program

Gastric Bypass - Lap Band - Gastric Sleeve

¥ or

J

Dr. Fernando Miranda specializes in weight loss surgeries that offer a full range of laparoscopic and minimally invasive
options including Laparoscopic Gastric Bypass/RNY, Adjustable Gastric Banding also know as Lap Band system, and the
new sleeve Gastrectomy. He is known for being one of the more experienced Gastric Bypass/RNY surgeons and for his
skills for performing revisions and reversals. He is board certified by the American College of Surgeons. Dr. Miranda has
extensive experience performing thousands of weight reduction surgeries.

Dr. Miranda is currently performing surgeries along with serving as Medical Director of Bariatrics at Surgery Specialty
Hospitals of Americas located in Pasadena, Texas. He is also doing surgeries at Southeast Memorial Hermann Hospital.

Dr. Miranda has created a Multidisciplinary Program including a nutritionists/exercise physiologists, and psychologists
to help assist patients through their journey to permanent weight loss. Dr. Miranda believes in patient selection and opti-
mization, individualized choice for the best surgical therapy, and the finest patient care including long term follow up.

If you are one who struggles with your weight, or has now developed serious medical conditions such as Diabetes, High
Cholesterol, Cardiac Disease, Sleep Apnea, High Blood Pressure - please call now @ 713-960-0590 and let us help you
transform to a new healthy you.

Fernando E. Miranda
M.D.,FA.CS

SW Houston Surgical
Associates PA

Please take advantage of January Specials.|
Lap Bands, $9,800/ Gastric Sleeve $12,700]

These prices are for self pay patients only]
We also accept Care Credit & most insurance
plans. Call us at 713-960-0590 for more
information }

Patients motivation & willingness to change]
behavior are key drivers for successfull
results.Ask the doctor for more details:

Call 713-960-0590

www.drfmiranda.com
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Dobie schedules
30-year reunion

J. Frank Dobie High
School's Class of 1980 will
hold its 30-year reunion Sat-
urday, June 26, 2010, from
8 p.m. to 1 a.m. at the Hyatt
Regency Houston, 1200
Louisiana St. in Houston.

Register through the
reunion coordinator on the
Web site at www.reunionteam
.com/rep.php?page=reunion
&cmID=RTS-140143&reun
ion ID=1545.

Register, enter contact in-

formation, complete a ques-
tionnaire for the alumni dir-
ectory and purchase tickets to
attend also on the Web site.

For more information,
contact Brenda Wilson Win-
free at brenda.winfree@sbc
global.net or Kimberly Myers
at kimaji2001 @yahoo.com.
A reunion facebook page is
also available at www.face
book.com/inbox/?ref=mb#/
group.php?gid=879141812
40&ref=ts.
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22 FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS
Jeffrey M. Barry
Insurance and Financial
Services Representative
11555 Beamer Rd., Ste 600

281-464-3383

Offering: Mutual Funds, Variable
Universal Life, Variable Annuities,

Securities offered through Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC,
Member FINRA & SIPC

IRAs, 401(K)s

Like seeing
your child’s name in the

South Belt Leader?

Thank our advertisers!

Tired of Playing Games with

Enjoy These Benefits:

v Free Checking Accounts

v Savings/Investment Accounts
v Money Market Accounts, IRAs
v Free Online Banking & Bill Pay
v 32,000+ Surcharge Free ATMs
v Special Club Accounts

v Home Equity & Mortgage Loans
v 24/7 Account Access
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Please refer to the Credit

NSHEederallCreditilUnion!

Apply for a JSC FCU VISA Credit Card Today

o Rates as low as 8- 75°/o APR*
o NO Penalty Rate Increases

o NO Balance Transfer Fees

o NO Annual Fees

=0

Federal Credit Union

281.488.7070 800.940.0708
We do business in accordance with Federal Fair Lending Laws.

15 BAY AREA BRANCH LOCATIONS

*Annual Percentage Rate. Ra(es can range from 8.75% APR to 15.75% APR, based upon credit qualifications.

Your Credit Card Company?

v

Y=

www.jscfcu.org

ISC FCUVISA Credit Card Application for For

urrent i pl Credit

any branch location, call us at 281.488.7070 or write

to JSC Federal Credit Union, PO. 58346 Houston, Texas 77258. These credit terms are accurate s of 04/03/20068
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(281) 9980 SANIAC.EDU
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redlize your Vision. tnroll foddy.

SAN JACINTCY

COLLEGE

EOI

Advanced Ticketing at amcentertainment.com or 1 (888) AMC-4FUN
A.M.Cinema - All seats $5, Digital 3D $8, IMAX $9, before noon

AMC’s best value -

AMC Select - Special

denoted by ()
films for select tastes.

GULF POINTE 30
|-45 South & Beltway 8
DIGITAL 3D
AVATAR 3D (PG13) 12:05, 1:05, 3:55, 4:55, 7:50, 8:55, 11:50, 12:30

DIGITAL PRESENTATION
PLANET 51 (PG) (10:25 @ §5), 12:45, 3:00, 5:30

THE BOOK OF ELI (R) v/ (10:
7:25, 8:25, 9:25, 10:20, 11:25, 12:15, 12:55

, 11:30 @ $5), 12:25, 1:25, 2:25, 3:25, 4:25, 5:25, 6:25,

gll)'luE LOVELY BONES (PG13) v/ (10:00, 11:00 @ $5), 12:55, 1:55, 4:05, 5:05, 7:00,

XT DOOR (PG) v/ (10:00,
50 @ $5), 12:40, 2:20, 3:30, 4:50, 5:50, 7:30, 8:30,

PYNE
0, 8:20, 9:45, 10:35, 11:55, 12:50
(R) v (10

10:50 @ $5), 12:20, 1:10, 2:40, 3:35, 5:00,

0,10:30
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG'|3) (10:55, 11:45 @ $5), 2:10, 3:10, 5:10, 6:20, 8:10, 9:20,

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS THE SGUEAKQUEL (PG) (10:15,
1105@$5|12 , 1:35, 2: 5, 8:05, 8:40, 10:45
HE SQUEAKQUEL (PG) 0 &1

AVATAR (PG13) (10:10 @ $5| 2 05, 5:55, 9:50 3D NOT AVAILABLE FOR THESE SHOWTIMES
DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? (PG13) 12:30, 5:40, 10:40

11155@ 5) 2

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G)

ARMORED (PG13) (10:35 @ $5), 1:
BROTHERS (R) (11:20 @ $5), 1:5
THE BLIND SIDE (PG13) (11:

),
gglE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PGiS) (1000@ $5] 12:50, 3:40, 6:35,

5, 12:40
2012 (PG13) (11:35 @ $5), 3:30, 6:55, 10:25

IC SELECT.

(10:05 @ $5), 12:15, 245 SZU 7:45,
20, MS 11:10

S
(PG13) 8:00, 11:05

CTOR
UP IN THE AIR (R) (1045@35) 1:40, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10, 11:40

AVATAR: AN IMAX 3D EXPERIENCE
(11:10 @ $9), 3:05, 7:05, 10:50

Closed Captioning

(PG13)

Times for Friday, January 15, 2010

- [2] - Descriptive Video Service

/-SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT No passes or discount coupon

Over The Back Fence by gan

, mmmmmmmﬂmm

MIKE SENT BIRTHDAY WISHES
Mike Williams celebrates his birthday Jan.
20. Best wishes are sent for a special day
from his co-workers at Central Ace Hardware,
family and friends at the Leader.
MARY ENJOYS A BIRTHDAY
Mary Clark celebrates her birthday Wed-
nesday, Jan. 20. Best wishes are sent to Mary
from her husband, Chris, other family mem-
bers and her friends at the Leader.
FLICKINGERS CELEBRATE 48 YEARS
Marie and David Flickinger mark their
48th wedding anniversary Wednesday, Jan.
20. Best wishes for a happy day are sent to
the couple from their family, friends and the
staff at the Leader.
SCHOOL DAZE
The following personnel and staff members
of the Pasadena Independent School District
celebrate birthdays Jan. 14 through Jan. 20.
Atkinson Elementary
Greetings for a happy birthday are sent to
Joy Eddleman Jan. 17. Sharing a birthday
Jan. 20 are Katy Glass and Lauren White.
Burnett Elementary
On Jan. 19, Domingo Flores has a birth-
day.
Frazier Elementary
Marking a birthday Jan. 14 is Leticia
Espinoza. Mary Oakley is sent birthday
greetings Jan. 16.
Jessup Elementary
Blow out the birthday candles for Colleen
Baldwin Jan. 14. The day for a birthday
party for Elaine Libby is Jan. 17. On Jan. 18,
Carmen Renteria enjoys a birthday.
Meador Elementary
Special birthday wishes are sent to Melisa
Falcon Jan. 16.
Moore Elementary
The day for a double birthday cake for
Maria Juarez and Sandra Rodriguez is Jan.
19.
Melillo Middle School
Blow out the birthday candles for Brenda
Hodges on Jan. 16. Jennifer Hoppe enjoys
a birthday Jan. 18.
Morris Middle School
Frankie Fountain celebrates a birthday
Jan. 16. Birthday wishes are sent to Amey
Herrin Jan. 17.
Beverly Hills Intermediate
Linda Raley is wished a happy birthday
Jan. 16.
Thompson Intermediate
On Jan. 15, Joyce Koska enjoys a birthday.
Special birthday greetings are sent to Debbie
Scheffer Jan. 17. Dolores Bakdounes has a
birthday Jan. 19.
Dobie High
Special birthday greetings are sent to
Chrystal Carrizal Jan. 14. Enjoying a triple
birthday Jan. 16 are Irene Flores, Jessy
George and Dana Tarter. A double birthday
is celebrated Jan. 19 for Trish Boudra and
Joseph Sabatell.

CB debate advances in competition

DOBIE TRAILMIXERS MEET

The Dobie Trailmixers recently held their
December meeting at Luby’s Cafeteria on
Fuqua. Topics of discussion included:

Joyce Gorkiewicz was thrilled by the
arrival of her first grandchild, Austin Michael
Garrison, on Nov. 4 (Joyce’s birthday!) in
Shamrock, Texas.

Jane and Richard Golenko are enjoying
their granddaughters who live in Greece via
Skype this Christmas — what a wonderful
invention that is — but wish they could have
been here instead. Jane is working too hard
as the librarian at Pasadena High this year;
their clerk’s position was cut, and she is sorely
missed.

Vicki Talton is working at South Houston
High School now, and loves Principal Steve
Fullen as her boss. She is so proud of
the great success of the McDonald’s PISD
Basketball Tournament, which continues to
grow larger every November. Husband Scott
was one of the major influences in the start
of this annual event. On Dec. 1, Vicki and
son Scotty were present, with other friends,
for the dedication of Dobie’s basketball court
in honor of Scott, our winningest basketball
coach ever. Scotty is in his second year at
Texas A&M, and making his mom proud.

Al Denson, one of the group’s earlier
Dobie grads, has earned great success in his
young life. He was recently inducted into the
2009 Christian Music Hall of Fame. Al actually
taught briefly at Dobie — the ASSP (careers)
class — right after his college graduation. He
always had that great smile and carried his
gradebook around campus, so that he could
prove that he was a teacher, not still a student
at Dobie. Al still keeps up with his Sagemont
neighbors, and hosted a large group of them
at his ranch during the Thanksgiving holidays.
Friends who attended were quite impressed
with their surroundings, which Al bought from
H. Ross Perot. Al added a beautiful chapel
and large dining hall to the property, which
can also serve as a wedding venue. He was
a first-class host, having all meals catered
by a restaurant and providing recreational
vehicles (4-wheelers) for his friends’ enjoy-
ment.

Ron and Trish Boudra proudly sent a
Christmas card picturing their three grand-
children. Son Regan’s daughter, Sophia, was
pictured; she is “extensively verbal” accord-
ing to Grandpa Ron, who gets to care for
her while her parents teach. The two newest
grandchildren are Sjon and Andrew, recently
adopted by daughter Rhonda and her hus-
band, Michael, in Duluth, Ga. Ron retired
from coaching at South Houston, while Trish
continues to work at Dobie teaching and
coaching speech, and winning lots of tourna-
ments.

Judy Kemler reports that she is still work-
ing hard teaching and coaching Academic
Decathlon. Vance’s father died at age 91 this

year. They have six grandchildren. Heather
teaches in the HeadStart program in Plano.
Shelley is engaged, and a manager for
PricewaterhouseCooper. Brian and son
Johnathan recently purchased a camper,
leading to many travel adventures. All three of
the Kemler children are Dobie grads.

Cheryl and Matt Park sent Christmas
pictures of their two young sons, Drayton
and Dalton; they will be in school before their
parents know it!

Sandy Cleckler says she enjoys reading
the Dobie “news” even though she left teach-
ing 22 years ago. She has a big-shot job in
downtown Houston these days.

John De Vore’s family still keeps in touch,
even though John died in 2006. Widow Flora,
87, daughter Lee, 62, and grandson Daniel,
37, still live in Sedan, Kan., and care for John’s
cat. John was Dobie’s second Social Studies
chairperson, following Audrey Eversmeyer in
that job. John was retired from the Air Force,
and told his students and faculty friends some
fascinating stories during his Dobie years.

Donna Chamblin Langdon Smith is
recovering nicely from her knee surgery with
the help of physical therapy, and has spent
the Christmas holidays with her family in
Nacogdoches.

Lois Sumbera has had a rough year, still
recovering from the sudden death of Erwin.
She is substituting at Dobie, working on her
house, and doing some traveling. Her brother,
mother, Erwin’s sister, and ex-Dobie teacher
Kathy Domescik, now in Kentucky, have
been among Lois’ best pals.

Margaret Earley Whitt, former Dobie
English teacher, has eased into retirement
this year in her home in Gerton, N.C. She
taught freshman English at the University of
Denver for many years and has published
several books on topics ranging from Flannery
O’Conner to civil rights to the Negro Baseball
League. She led a trip to civil rights sites in
March for some of her Denver church friends.
Margaret enjoyed a recent visit by Linda and
Phillip Cota. She taught English at Dobie.
Sadly, her young granddaughter, two-year-old
Tuesday Whitt, died of neuroblastoma on
Jan. 30 after a valiant fight of several months.
Tuesday’s parents are Charley and Jessica,
and she is survived by two older brothers and
her twin sister.

Bob and Nannette Daugherty enjoyed a
Caribbean cruise out of Florida earlier this
year. Bob is still going strong teaching at
JFD!

Monthly Trailmixers luncheons are held the
first Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m. at the
Luby’s Cafeteria on Fuqua.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS

E-mail birthday, anniversary, vacation, con-
gratulations, etc., to mynews @southbeltlead
er.com with OTBF in the subject line. Iltems
must be submitted by Friday noon for the next
week’s publication.

Memorial High
presents musical

The Fine Arts department
at Pasadena Memorial High
School, 4410 Crenshaw in
Pasadena, will present Thor-
oughly Modern Millie on two
weekends, Jan. 29-31 and
Feb. 5-7, in the school audi-
torium.

Performances begin at 7
p.m. each night, with matinee
performances at 2 p.m. Jan.
31 and Feb. 7.

Tickets are $10 in advance
and $12 at the door.

For more information, call
713-740-0390, ext. 53196.

Republican forum
scheduled for Jan. 19

The Harris County Repub-
lican Party Chairman Candi-
dates' Forum, presented by
the Clear Lake Area Republi-
cans and moderated by Judge
Louie Ditta, will be held
Tuesday, Jan. 19, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Clear Lake Courthouse
Building, second floor, 16603

Buccaneer Lane in Houston.
A social before the forum will
be from 6:45 to 7:15 p.m.

The press and public are
invited, at no charge.

All four candidates, Ed
Hubbard, Don Large, Paul
Simpson and Jared Woodfill,
have agreed to participate.

After Breast Surgery & Regular Bras

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified to Help Take
Care of All Your After Breast Surgery Needs.

YOUR PRIVACY IS ASSURED!
You owe it to yourself to try Jodee Bras.

JODEE BRAS & FORMS
FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

RATED #1 IN CONSUMER SATISFACTION

BECKY’S

(formerly Becky’s Beauty Supply)

281332-6407
Near 518 & Hwy 3

125 E. Galveston

11555 Beamer

South Belt
Graphics
X Printing

One stop for all your printing needs

* Business Forms
* Business Cards
* Custom Letterheads & Envelopes
* Wedding Invitations
e Thank You Notes * Menus
e Directories and much more!

281-484-4337

The Clear Brook Speech
and Debate International
Public Policy Forum team of
Karl Schaefer, Elyssa Klann,
Suarabh  Limaye, Kelly
Hogg, and Skyler Schneider
got an unexpected gift dur-
ing the winter break.

The debate students were
notified of their advancement
to the Sweet 16 round of
competition in the Bickel &
Brewer/New York University
International Public Policy
Forum (IPPF).

The Clear Brook students
remain eligible to win the
$10,000 grand prize and an
all-expenses-paid trip to the
finals competition in New
York City in April 2010.

The IPPF is the only in-
ternational contest that gives
high school students the op-
portunity to participate in
written and oral debates on
issues of public policy.

More than 230 high schools
— representing 40 states and
31 foreign countries — regis-

tered for the 2009-10 IPPF
competition, writing on the
topic, “Resolved: The United
Nations should substantially
increase humanitarian ~ as-

sistance for persons living
in poverty.” The law firm of
Bickel & Brewer, in coopera-

tion with New York Univer-
sity, will invite the final eight
advancing teams on an all-
expense paid trip to the IPPF
Finals to be held on the New
York University Campus. If
Clear Brook advances to the
next round, the students will

be in final contention for the
$10,000 grand prize and the
Bickel & Brewer Cup. Brook
debate students will compete
against Suncoast Community
High School students from
Riviera Beach, Fla., in the
next round.

Clear Brook de-
bate students
advancing  to
the Sweet 16
round include,
left to right,
(front row) El-
yssa Klann,
Kelly Hogg
(back row) Sky-
ler Schneider,
Karl Schaefer
and  Saurabh
Limaye.

Remember When

25 years ago (1985)

A 40-year-old man was
knocked unconscious af-
ter a board from 20 feet
above fell on his hard hat
as he worked inside the
water storage tank being
constructed on Scarsdale.
Emergency medical tech-
nicians from the Southeast
Volunteer Fire Departmennt
lowered him from an 80-
foot platform in a Stokes
basket rescue device.

Final plans were being
made by the U.S. Post Of-
fice for completion of a
postal station in the Wind-
mill Lakes area north of
Almeda Genoa Road.

Larry and Mary Ellen
Morgan of Sagemeadow
won $150,000 in a give-
away from KIKK radio. Af-
ter answering a trvia ques-
tion the previous August,
he became eligible for the
end-of-year giveaway.

20 years ago (1990)

To prevent the opening
of two highly contaminated
pits at the Brio Superfund
site, attorney Steve Carrigan
filed for a temporary re-
straining order in Judge
David Hittner’s federal
court. Officials for the Brio
Task Force had previously
scheduled opening the pits
for test sampling late in the
month but moved it up two
weeks.

To kick off the New Year,

the South Belt-Ellington
Chamber of Commerce
planned a Mardi Gras Ball.

Dobie high school senior
Mike Curtis, son of Richard
and Janetta Curtis of Sage-
meadow, was selected Pasa-
dena Independent School
District’s only band student
to be named All-State. He
was one of 28 trumpets
chosen.

15 years ago (1995)

A $2,475 landscaping
project at the front of Dobie
High School was slated for
a Ground Hog Day plant-
ing. The project was orga-
nized by the South Belt
Civic Coalition, the South
Belt-Ellington Chamber of
Commerce and the South
Belt-Ellington Rotary.

The Green Tee Terrace
Homeowners Association
offered a reward for the
arrest and conviction of the
person or persons responsi-
ble for the destruction to the
light posts at the Scarsdale
entrance to the Green Tee
Terrace subdivision in early
January.

Thieves broke into the
concession stand, stealing
much of the equipment at
the United Sports Associa-
tion fields on Dixie Farm
Road.

Taking a different angle
toward its own policy, Clear
Creek ISD administrators
accepted medical reasons

for allowing Weber Ele-
mentary School students to
transfer to another district
school.

10 years ago (2000)

Two suspects were ar-
rested and charged in con-
nection with the attempted
capital murder of Tracey
Lynn Deel.

5 years ago (2005)

A mix-up between the
city of Houston and the
Clear Brook City MUD
resulted in fireworks being
sold in that area.

With the arrest of a South
Belt resident, Precinct 2
constable’s deputies were
able to solve more than 40
local burglaries.

Several business owners
complained after contrac-
tors attempted to collect
fees for the city of Hous-
ton dumpsters. The owners
claimed they did not lease
the dumpsters, their land-
lord did, and, therefore,
they should not have to pay
fees.

A total of 34 PISD sch-
ools were recognized by the
Texas Education Agency for
outstanding student achieve-
ment. Moore and Frazier ele-
mentaries and Beverly Hills
Intermediate were the local
schools recognized.

1 year ago (2009)

Highland Meadow resi-
dent Homero Rosales Jr.
was killed after his car was

struck by another vehicle
fleeing from police in east
Houston. Houston police
were chasing Frank Anthony
Marron, 17, who was driv-
ing a stolen black Ford
F-350, shortly before noon
when he sped through a
yield sign at South 79th and
Elwood near Harrisburg and
smashed into Rosales’ blue
Ford Expedition, causing it
to crash into a tree. Rosales,
41, was pronounced dead at
the scene. Rosales’ passen-
ger, Maurillo Alvarado, 53,
was injured in the collision
and taken to Ben Taub
General Hospital. Marron
was charged with felony
murder with bail set at
$100,000. He was already
on probation in the juvenile
system and had been con-
victed of several crimes,
including car theft.

The Southbelt Dolphins
football team’s storage con-
tainer at Blackhawk Park
caught fire. The Houston
Fire Department was dis-
patched to the scene, but the
fire had already been extin-
guished by a park employ-
ee. According to fire depart-
ment officials, the fire had
spread from a nearby dump-
ster. Arson is not suspected.
Almost all of the team’s
equipment stored in the
container was destroyed,
including field, football and
drill team equipment.

WALKER LAW OFFICES

Milton Walker, J.D.

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL

LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com

Not certified by the board of legal specialization as a specialist

10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas

OIL & GAS

281-481-0909

Jeff Davis

e Re-Pair

e Re-Glue
‘We Re-Do For You’

For Free Estimates Call:

281-481-3216
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e Re-Finish
e Re-Screw

www.southbeltleader.com

Barmore

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
Serving The Houston Area Since 1952

i 1k
11

Business and Personal °
Insurance Specialists

L5

Barmore Insurance Agency offers comprehensive product lines for
all of your insurance needs through these major companies.

CNA

BlueCross BlueShield
of Texas!

ThE

HARTFORD

. Rslei:
INSURANCE
C | COMPANIES

ZURICH

P N
TRAVELERS

G\ ENCOMPASS.
1

NSURANCE

Personal Auto
¢ Homeowner
e Renters

¢ Flood

e Wind

e Risk Management

¢ Workers Compensation
* Employee Benefits

* Commercial Property
* General Liability
Contract Bonds

¢ Commercial Auto

* Professional Liability

'J) A UnitedHealth Group Company

TéX&SMutuaF

UnitedHealthcare

Tnsurance Company

Your Risk is our Specialty
713-209-2800  1-800-376-3169

8511 S. Sam Houston Pkwy E « Houston, TX 77075
insurance@barmore.com * www.barmore.com




Climate change
physics lecture set

Community members who
wonder how climate change
could impact Houston and the
resulting 21Ist century solu-
tions are invited to attend a
free lecture called Can Hous-
ton Survive Inaction on Cli-
mate Change? by noted phys-
icist Joseph Romm, Jan. 23, at
6 p.m., in University of Hou-
ston-Clear Lake's Bayou The-
ater. Romm is senior fellow at
the Center for American Pro-
gress Action Fund and the
author of Hell and High

Water: Global Warming, The
Solution and The Politics, A
question and answer segment
and open reception will fol-
low the presentation.

The event is presented by
the UHCL's School of Science
and Computer Engineering's
physics program and the
Office of Alumni and Com-
munity Relations.

For more information, con-
tact the Office of Alumni and
Community Relations at 281-
283-2021.

SeAM appreciates St. Luke’s support

www.sothbeltleader.com

" ORTHODONTIST )

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M..S.

% No Down Payment
with Verified Insurance

% Payment Plan Available

¥¢ Insurance Assignment
Accepted

% No Referral Needed

% Video Game Room

%¢ Quality and Caring Office
% Certified Specialist

IMember American Association of Orthodontists

L281-481-9575 13310 BeamerJ

Recently, the St. Luke’s Social Services Ministry,
Knights of Columbus Council 9201, and Catholic
Daughters Council 2292 sponsored an Advent
Gathering, serving a soup and salad dinner.
Members of the KCs and parishioners donated
gifts of toys, clothing and food to help make eight
families, along with 37 children, have a merry
Christmas. During the gathering, Southeast Area
Ministries (SeAM) presented a framed picture
puzzle titled The Miracles of Jesus to St. Luke’s for

its support of the SeAM ministry and SeAM thrift
store. Making the presentation from SeAM were
Rob Bradley, member of SeAM’s board of trust-
ees, and Brad Muecke, parishioner and SeAM
volunteer. Accepting was Father James Burkart,
pastor of St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church.
The Rev. Daer Platt, director of operations for
SeAM, was unable to attend. Pictured are, left to
right, Bradley, Muecke and Burkart.

Photo submitted

Leader reviews, remembers 2009

Continued from Page 3A
Service Medal, Air Medal,
Aerial Achievement Medal,
Meritorious  Unit  Award,
NATO Medal, Texas Federal
Service Medal and the Tex-
as Faithful Service Medal,
among others.

A home invasion took
place Monday, Sept. 7, in
the 11300 block of Sagev-
ale, where the intruders were
disguised as police officers.
Houston police reported that
four male suspects kicked

AND EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR FUN.

Packages
Starting at

149

Call 512-393-6450

for reservations, or visit
www.sanmarcos.embassysuites.com
packages for all of our

affordable getaways.

@

@
The Hilton Family  Hilton HHonors

TWO-ROOM SUITES. EVENING MANAGER'S RECEPTION.

No matter what brings you to San Marcos, we've got a great
getaway package that’s perfect for you. Enjoy a romantic
getaway with someone special, relax and rejuvenate with
a spa weekend, or take advantage of our shopping package
and visit the nearby Tanger & Prime outlet centers. Plus, you'll
always enjoy a spacious two-room suite, outdoor pool, Evening Manager’s
Reception*, Complimentary Cooked-to-Order Breakfast and so much more.

EMBASSY SUITES®

San Marcos Hotel, Spa & Conference Center
1001 McCarty Lane, San Marcos, TX 78666
512-392-6450

Another exceptional hotel by John Q. Hammons
*Subjectto state and locallaws. Must be of legal drinking age. Hilton HHonors membership, earning of Points & Miles,and redemption

of points are subject to HHonors Terms and Conditions. Packages subject to availability. ©2008 Hilton Hotels Corporation

in the door of a residence
and identified themselves
as police officers. Dressed
in all black tactical gear, the
suspects tied up the home’s
residents as they rummaged
the house. One of the victims
managed to break free and
call 9-1-1. The suspects fled
as the police arrived. One of
the suspects fired a single
gunshot at police, but no one
was struck.

A K-9 unit and a helicop-
ter were dispatched to the
scene and combed the sur-
rounding area for hours fol-
lowing the incident. The sus-
pects, however, were not im-
mediately apprehended. The
suspects left behind an older
model Ford Crown Victoria
with police lights and a siren
mounted on top.

Sept. 17

Houston City Councilman
Mike Sullivan hosted a hard-
hat tour of the new Bracewell
Library at 9002 Kingspoint
near Blackhawk on Monday,

Sept. 14.

Memorial Hermann
Southeast Hospital CEO
George Gaston was recently
named one of 12 nationwide
Up & Comers by Modern
Healthcare magazine. Now in
its 23rd year, the Up & Com-
ers recognition program hon-
ors individuals 40 years old
or younger who have made
their mark in health care and
are likely to play a key role in
shaping the industry’s future.

Gaston, 38, began his
career in the Memorial Her-
mann Healthcare System in
June 1996, when he started a
two-year administrative fel-
low program there. He quick-
ly rose in the ranks at Memo-
rial Hermann, serving first as
an administrative director for
Memorial Hermann North-
west then as a senior admin-
istrator in two capacities:
assistant vice president of
operations from 2000 to 2002
and assistant vice president of
campus expansion and spe-
cialty projects until 2003. For
the next two years, Gaston
served as assistant vice presi-
dent of hospital operations at
Memorial Hermann South-
west Hospital before moving
to the southeast facility in
June 2005. After serving as
the facility’s chief operating
officer, Gaston was named
CEO in May 2007. Gaston
attended Baylor University,
where he earned a bachelor’s

degree in 1993. He went on to
receive two master’s degrees
from Washington University
in St. Louis: one in human
resource management and a
second in health administra-
tion.

Texas Gov. Rick Perry
spoke Thursday, Sept. 17, at
a luncheon jointly sponsored
by the South Belt-Ellington,
Pasadena and Deer Park
chambers of commerce.

Sept. 24

Police responded to a ver-
bal altercation between two
parents Wednesday, Sept. 24,
at Beverly Hills Intermedi-
ate. According to Pasadena
Independent School District
Superintendent Kirk Lewis,
there was a verbal altercation
between two parents. One
of the parents had a pocket
knife; however, no one was
injured. Contrary to televised
news reports, no stabbing oc-
curred, and no arrests were
made.

South Belt resident Mi-
chael Raymond Crowley Jr.
was one of two men killed
Sunday, Sept. 17, in a head-
on collision on Highway 288
between Angleton and Rosha-
ron. Crowley, 19, was return-
ing home from Lake Jackson
at roughly 2 a.m. when the
vehicle he was driving was
struck by a driver traveling
south in the northbound lane
of Highway 288. The pas-
senger of the second vehicle,
Pearland resident James Paul
Garcia Jr., 21, also died in
the crash. The driver of the
second vehicle, South Belt
resident Zoheb Burges, 23,
was taken by helicopter to
Memorial Hermann Medical
Center in critical condition.
No charges were immedi-
ately filed. Crowley had re-
cently moved to Sagemont
from Fayette, Mo., and was
a student at San Jac College
South.

In a surprising move
Wednesday, Sept. 23, the
City of Houston opened the
Monroe extension at Belt-
way 8. The half-mile exten-
sion connects the beltway to
Fuqua. Construction of the
new street cost $4.64 million.
The project was not sched-
uled to be complete until the
end of the year.

Oct. 1

The official groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the new
Southeast Volunteer Fire De-
partment station, located at

10510 Scarsdale Blvd., took

place Thursday, Sept. 24.

SVFD Chief Chuck Tylka is

hopeful construction will be

complete by July 4, 2010.
Oct. 8

Gabriela “Gabby” Romero
died Oct. 2 after a 15-month
battle with renal cancer. A
lifelong Kirkwood South res-
ident, Romero played volley-
ball and softball at Dobie. A
group of supporters, referred
to as, “Team Gabby,” formed
during her illness to help
Romero with her struggle.

The Bracewell Library
branch at Almeda Mall offi-
cially closed its doors Satur-
day, Oct. 3, after being open
for nearly 40 years.

William Sattler died Sun-
day, Oct. 4, following a bi-
zarre accident that took place
at his home the previous day.
Sattler, 11, was decorating for
Halloween with his family at
their house in the 11300 block
of Sageland when the child
used a bungee cord to swing
from a hook in the home’s
ceiling. According to family
members, the cord slid from
around his body and caught
his neck, strangling him. Sat-
tler was a sixth-grade student
at Melillo Middle School.

Oct. 15

Gov. Rick Perry recently
announced the appointment of
longtime South Belt resident
Bob Mitchell, president of the
Bay Area Houston Economic
Partnership, to the Aerospace
and Aviation Advisory Com-
mittee. The committee assists
in the state’s economic devel-
opment efforts to recruit and
retain aerospace and aviation
jobs and investments. Mitch-
ell graduated from Dobie in
1973. There, as a senior, he
met Brenda, his wife of 30
years. She is a longtime ad-
ministrative assistant at Bev-
erly Hills Intermediate. To-
gether, the couple have three
adult sons, Nathan, Greg and
Mark.

Zoheb Burges was charged
with two counts of intoxica-
tion manslaughter for the
Sept. 13 traffic accident that
killed Sagemont resident Mi-
chael Raymond Crowley Jr.
Police reports show he had
a blood-alcohol content of
0.196 at the time of the ac-
cident.

Oct. 22
Jose  Sepulveda  died
Wednesday, Oct. 2, from
Continued on Page 6A
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Funds available for automated
bookkeeping certification training

The Continuing and Pro-
fessional Development divi-
sion of San Jacinto College
will offer Automated Book-
keeping Specialist certifica-
tion training beginning in late
January.

Course topics in the train-
ing include understanding
accounting concepts and pro-
cedures, analyzing and re-
cording business transactions
(debits and credits), and post-
ing to the ledger and prepar-
ing financial statements from
the worksheet.

“Students enrolled in this
program will develop mar-
ketable skills because the
training covers the most cur-
rent bookkeeping concepts
and procedures,” said David
Lewis, director of business
and professions at San Ja-
cinto College. “Participants

RIT
holds
contest

High school sophomores
and juniors who are deaf
or have partial hearing loss
can use the power of words
to express their feelings and
win prizes in the fifth annual
Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy SpiRIT Writing Contest.

Winners will have their
choice of a scholarship and
travel expenses to the Ex-
plore Your Future program at
RIT’s National Technical In-
stitute for the Deaf, or a $500
cash prize. Explore Your Fu-
ture is a six-day summer ca-
reer exploration program that
gives deaf and partial hearing
loss students the opportunity
to sample different careers as
well as college life.

Entries will include cre-
ative writing such as a short
story or poem, a short writing
sample and a personal reflec-
tion.

The deadline to enter this
year’s competition is March
15, 2010. For complete con-
test guidelines and entry in-
formation, visit www.rit.edu/
NTID/WritingContestNR.

will learn how to effectively
use QuickBooks to prepare
worksheets, financial state-
ments and journal entries.”

‘Workforce Investment Act
(WIA) funds are available to
those who qualify to cover
the cost of the training. To
find out how to prequalify,
visit the Workforce Solutions
office at 14355 Wallisville
Road in Houston, or call 281-
458-1155.

Classes are scheduled for

Monday through Thursday,
Jan. 25 to March 5, from 8:30
am. to 3:30 p.m. Training
will be held at the San Ja-
cinto College North campus
located at 5800 Uvalde Road.
Space is limited.

For more information
about CPD, call 281-476-
1839.

For more information

about San Jacinto College,
visit www.sanjac.edu or call
281-998-6150.

W @mnc& é)ft“ will be holding registration for

¢/it’s 2nd Annual Mr. & Miss All-American Christian Pageant
| Jan. 16, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. at 8420 Almeda Genoa for every-
| one 6 months to 25 years of age. The Pageant will be held Jan.
<30 at Ortiz Middle School, 3:00 p.m.

o For more information call 281-948-1345.

Wedding, engagement policies

Wedding writeups must be run in the newspaper, not
submitted, in the time outlined:

From wedding date to six weeks — photo and full article;
Six weeks to three months — photo and limited informa
tion;

After three months from wedding date — will not be run.

Engagement and wedding announcements are published
free of charge on a first come, first served basis. Informa-
tion must be submitted by Friday to be considered for the
next issue.
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ON SALE NOW!

February 5 at 7:.00PM & February 6 at 1:30PM
@ TOYOTA CENTER

www.ToyotaCenterTix.com

1-866-4-HOU-TIX

Select Houston area Randalls

For Group Discounts:
713-758-7577
TCGroups@rocketball.com

i

The Catholic Community of

Rev. James Burkart, Pastor

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil

Sunday
Sunday

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Tuesday & Thursday

Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

5:30 p.m.

7:30,9:15, 11:15 a.m.
1:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Youth Ministry 281-481-4735

Parish Office 281-481-6816 Faith Formation 281-481-4251

This Week’s Message:

“How to Live a
Carefree Life”

The amazing truth about carefree living.

Kirkwood South Christian Church
“Where God MaKes Lives Better”
10811 Kirkfair (At Beamer)
www.kscc-disciples.org
281-481-0004 or 713-444-0044

Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Attend the Church
of Your Choice

Traditional Worship
Contemporary Worship
Sunday School

|

8:30 & 11am. &
9:45 a.m.
&45&14 a.m.

e 11

New Covenant
Chrlstlan Church

10603 Blackhawk
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We've Enlarged Our
Day Care Facilities
Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Sunday Wednesday

Early Service * 7:45 a.m.
Sunday School ¢ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service * 10:45 a.m.

Nursery Available at all Services

Prayer Meeting * 7:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service ¢ 7:45 p.m.

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women,
youth, children, young adults, single, divorced, separated,
widowed.

Worship for Everyone - 10 a.m.

Listen to our Minister’s messages at

ur 1 Cokesbury United Methodist Church
www.kscc-disciples.org/pages/sermons

281-484-9243 » 10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
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Leader reflects on, remembers last year’s highlights

Continued from Page 5A
HINTI influenza. Sepulveda,
16, was a junior at Dobie
High School and the first of-
ficial casualty of the virus in
the Pasadena Independent
School District. A longtime
South Belt resident, Sepulve-
da also attended Atkinson
Elementary and Beverly Hills
Intermediate.

The South Belt Girls Soft-
ball Association honored
Gabby Romero Oct. 18, by
naming a softball field after
her. Field # 1 at EFL Park is
now officially Gabby Rome-
ro Memorial Field. Romero,
who began her standout soft-
ball career in the SBGSA,
died Oct. 2 after a 15-month
battle with cancer. A fund-
raising tournament coincided
with the opening ceremony.

Oct. 29

A two-alarm fire occurred
at the Sabo Village Apart-
ments in the 10700 block of
Sabo early Tuesday, Oct. 27.
Contrary to other news re-
ports, only two units caught

fire, according to fire depart-
ment officials. Other units,
however, did receive water
and smoke damage. No one
was injured. The cause of the
blaze was not immediately
determined.

The First Convenience
Bank inside the Kroger at
Sabo and Beltway 8 was
robbed Tuesday, Oct. 27, by
a suspect the FBI dubbed the
“Billy Goat Bandit” because
of his scraggly beard. No im-
mediate arrests were made.

Nov. 5

The results from the Nov.
3 City of Houston and state
elections were tallied. The
mayoral race to replace term-
limited Bill White headed
to a Dec. 12 runoff between
Houston City Controller An-
nise Parker and former City
Attorney Gene Locke. Parker
received 30.5 percent of the
vote to Locke’s 25.9 per-
cent. Incumbent Mike Sul-
livan maintained his District
E city council seat, handily
defeating challenger Phillip

“Wayne” Garrison II. Sulli-
van received 74.1 percent of
the vote to Garrison’s 25.9
percent.

A joint task force raided
a home in the 9200 block of
Majave Cove Court in River-
stone Ranch early Monday,
Nov. 2, after Colorado au-
thorities alleged the home-
owner had attempted to solicit
a minor online. Kent Thomas
Johnson, 53, was arrested on
charges of online child solici-
tation and possession of child
pornography. The investiga-
tion started when Johnson, a
drama teacher at Episcopal
High School in Bellaire, was
reportedly having a sexually
explicit online conversation
with what he thought was a
13-year-old boy. The “boy”
was actually an undercover
Adams County sheriff’s dep-
uty in Colorado acting as a
decoy. The deputy contacted
the Houston Metro Internet
Crimes Against Children
Task Force, which contacted
the Harris County Precinct

2 Constable’s office, which
assisted in the raid. A search
of Johnson’s home yielded a
hard drive with several porno-
graphic images of children.
Harris County Judge Ed
Emmett spoke at a luncheon
sponsored by the South Belt-
Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce Wednesday, Nov. 4.
The one-time state represen-

tative spoke on a number of

items, but focused primarily
on transportation and infra-
structure issues affecting the
county’s future.

Dobie celebrated its annu-
al homecoming football game
Friday, Oct. 30, at Newcomb
Field playing against the
Sam Rayburn Texans. Yancy
Moreno was crowned queen
and Irving Garza as king. Do-
bie won the game 34-14.

Nov. 12

South Belt resident Fer-
nando Medina, a structural
test engineer specialist with
ERC, was awarded NASA’s
prestigious  Silver Snoopy
Award. He received the

award for his outstanding en-
gineering contributions to the
STS-120 on-orbit support of
the Space Station Solar Ar-
ray Repair procedure. Me-
dina and his wife, Lorie, have
been married 11 years and
have three children, Hannah,
Dylan and Andrew.

A fatal traffic accident
took place Friday, Nov. 6, on
the Gulf Freeway near Dixie
Farm Road. Friendswood
resident Karl Gallagher was
traveling by motorcycle west
on Dixie Farm Road, as the
driver of a silver Toyota Tun-
dra pickup was turning north
from Dixie Farm Road onto
the Gulf Freeway feeder.
While making a left turn, the
pickup driver failed to yield
the right of way, causing Gal-
lagher’s motorcycle to strike
the Toyota’s passenger-side
door. Gallagher, 20, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

The 147 Reconnaissance
Wing of the Texas Air Na-
tional Guard officially un-
veiled its first MQ-1B Preda-

Horns invade Chicago for Midwest Band & Orchestra Clinic

The Dobie High School Orchestra recently traveled to Chicago to per-
form at the Midwest Conference. Pictured in front of the Chicago sky-
line are, left to right, (first row) An Nguyen, Ben Husband, (second row)
Janelle Arguetta, Tyara Hernandez, Demmi Garcia, Alberto Moreno,
Kathleen Nguyen, Paige Sanchez, Michelle Cantu, Angela Nguyen, Kat-
ey Miille, (third row) Katy Vargas, Alan Diep, Angie Guevara, Rachael

Jagdeo, Erik Olmos, Samantha Gomez, Dorthy Tran, Kenny Nguyen,
Jisha Jose, Tam Nguyen, Davy Chan, (fourth row) Director Tanner
Ledford, Josh Bernal, Robert Martin, Chris Soto, Rolando Medina,
Jonathan Lo, Jorge Cortez, Bridgette Jagdeo, Nyla Vasquez, Johnny
Martinez, Heather Jung, Evan Weaver, Steeve Bui, Steve Bui, Stefanie
Ta, Stephen Salazar, Josh Vo, Tinh Nguyen and Denisse Pacheco.

Dobie High Orchestra
invited to play in Chicago

By Matt Griesmyer

From Dec. 14 through Dec.
17, the J. Frank Dobie High
School Orchestra, under the
direction of Tanner Ledford
and Alice McCoy, traveled
to Chicago to perform at the
Midwest Band and Orchestra
Clinic.

Dobie was one of 32 can-
didates selected to perform at
the annual conference and one
of three high school string
groups to perform there.

“(The concert) is some-
thing that the kids will never
forget; they played so well,”
said Ledford, director of
orchestras at Dobie. “They
played at the level they need-
ed to for their level of prac-
tice.”

In March, the organiz-
ers of the conference made
the final decisions on which
of the 149 applicants would
play. After word of Dobie’s
selection reached Ledford’s
and McCoy’s ears, prepara-
tions began immediately.

Fundraisers were put on,
ranging from candy sales to
car washes and everything in

between.

“The district provided
one-eighth of the cost, but
the rest was raised by the
kids and paid by parents,”
Ledford said.

This is not the first time
that many of the students
had visited the conference.

As students at Beverly
Hills Intermediate, Janelle
Argueta, Michelle Cantu,
Demi Garcia, Angelica Gue-
vara, Tyara Hernandez, Al-
berto Moreno, Angela Nguy-
en, Tinh Nguyen, Erik OI-
mos, Dorthy Tran, Josh Vo,
Samantha Gomes, Rachael
Jagdeo, Nyla Vasquez, Jorge
Coretz, Katey Miille, Kath-
leen Nguyen, Kenny Nguy-
en, Stephen Salazar, Ben
Husband, Johnny Martinez,
Rolando Medina and Chris
Soto went to the conference
in 2006. The orchestra had to
raise much more than money
to get to the conference in
Chicago.

The total length of the
concert was one hour. Do-
bie’s orchestra had to start
preparing for the endurance-

testing ordeal on Day 1 of
this school year.

Several concerts were held
leading up to the December
trip so that the students could
build the stamina to make it
through the concert.

The conference attendees
number more than 15,000,
coming from all 50 states and
from more than 30 countries.
As if that were not impressive
enough, Dobie did it with 100
percent eligibility.

In order to participate in
extracurricular activities and
tnps students must have a
minimum  passing  grade.
Ledford admitted that even
93 percent is impressive, but
that the entire orchestra pass-
ing is phenomenal.

After they performed and
returned home late Dec. 17,
the students wanted to show
up the next day for school.

Ledford heard stories from
other schoolteachers about
their students talking about
their trip, and the consensus
on the favorite part of the trip
was most certainly the per-
formance.

Stuchbery holds spelling bee

Stuchbery Elementary recently held its annual school spelling bee. Twenty-
four third- and fourth-grade students participated. Pictured with principal
Jackie Salisbury (middle), are winner Brooke Nabi (left) and runner-up

Emanuel Romero (right).

Photo submitted

tor Remotely Piloted Vehicle
Sunday, Nov. 8, at Ellington
Field. While the aircraft had
just arrived at Ellington, crew
members from the 147th had
been flying overseas missions
with it for the previous two
years.

The Krogerat 11701 South
Sam Houston Parkway was
robbed at gunpoint Monday,
Nov. 9. No immediate arrests
were made. The bank inside
the store had been robbed just
two weeks earlier.

Nov. 19

Representatives from sev-
eral different local govern-
ment entities came together
Tuesday, Nov. 17, at a meet-
ing sponsored by Houston
City Councilman Mike Sul-
livan to discuss possible solu-
tions to flooding in the South
Belt area. A follow-up meet-
ing to a similar function held
six months ago, the function
included representatives from
the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, the Harris County
Flood Control District, the
City of Houston Public Works
and Engineering Department,
U.S. Rep. Pete Olson’s office,
state Rep. Ken Legler’s office
and state Sen. Mike Jack-
son’s office. The highlight of
the meeting occurred when
county officials acknowl-
edged talks are in the works
to acquire roughly 130 acres
of local land to be used as a
retention pond. Such a pond
could hold up tol billion gal-
lons of water, according to
South Belt-Ellington Leader
publisher Marie Flickinger.
Harris County Flood Control
District Precinct 1 Project
Coordinator Curtis Lampley
said the project would benefit
75 percent to 80 percent of
the South Belt area.

Nov. 26

Sagemont Church broke
ground on its new sanctuary
and adult education center.
Part of the church’s “living
proof” project, the structure
will occupy 120,000 square
feet and hold 2,500 people.
The construction will take
anywhere from 18 to 24
months to complete.

Dec. 3

It was announced Me-
morial Hermann Southeast
Hospital CEO George Gas-
ton will be leaving his post
Monday, Jan. 4, to take on
the CEO role for the Me-
morial Hermann Southwest
campus. Gaston’s new posi-
tion will include oversight

of the hospital, the Heart and
Vascular Institute, University
Place and the Wellness Cen-
ter. Throughout the recruit-
ment process for a perma-
nent CEO at Southeast, Jim
Brown, CEO of Memorial
Hermann Sugar Land Hospi-
tal, will also serve as interim
CEO of Southeast. Brown,
however, is not a candidate
for the permanent CEO role
at Southeast.

Meador Elementary and
Morris Middle School were
placed on lock down Nov.
30 following a report that an
armed suspect took a wom-
an’s purse near the two area
schools. The schools were
locked from roughly 9:30 to
10 a.m. while police searched
the campuses for the suspect.
Automated phone calls were
sent to parents of students
from the two schools to in-
form them of the incident.

A Dobie High School
student was found to be in
possession of a loaded 9-mm
handgun Monday, Nov. 30,.
According to district offi-
cials, the student, a 17-year-
old sophomore, apparently
had no intention of using
the weapon but was merely
showing it off to friends. The
pistol was discovered by the
school’s assistant principal,
who said the student was act-
ing suspiciously.

An Amber Alert issued
the morning of Tuesday, Dec.
1, for a 3-year-old boy who
went missing from the High-
land Meadows Village Apart-
ments the previous afternoon
was canceled later that af-
ternoon when the child was

pennys

found unharmed in the Third
Ward area. The Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office issued the
alert for Andrue Jankwitz af-
ter the boy disappeared from
the area apartment complex.
Investigators said Jankwitz
was being watched by his
next-door neighbor, Vanessa
Soria, when her common-
law husband, Ricardo Er-
asmo Hale, took the boy to
a friend’s house around 3:30
p.m. Monday. Hale, 31, re-
portedly took his own 2-year-
old son, Nathaneal Hale, with
him also. After Soria and
Jankwitz’s mother, Marlene
DeLeon, appeared on TV
Tuesday asking for the boys’
safe return, investigators said
one of the women received
a phone call notifying her
the boys were with Hale at a
home on Scott Street. Both of
the boys were taken to Me-
morial Hermann Southeast
Hospital to be examined, but
were reportedly in good con-
dition. No criminal charges
were immediately filed.
Dec. 10

The South Belt area was
hit with a series of snow flur-
ries Friday, Dec. 4, with some
areas receiving nearly 3 inch-
es of snowfall. The incident
was the second consecutive
year Houston received snow-
fall and was the earliest ever
recorded in the city. The pre-
vious record for early snow
in Houston was Dec. 10 in
1944 and again in 2008. This
marked only the fourth snow-
fall in 15 years.

Dec. 17

Annise Parker defeated

Gene Locke in the runoff

"3,

ORIGINAIS

GRAND
SIFAM

at Fuqua * 281-922-5

Good at t_his Ioc_a;ion only.

Life’s most urgent question is:
What are you doing for others?

- THE REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Let us celebrate the life and legacy of

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by coming

together as one community, united in one

goal to make Houston the city that it

should be, could be, can be and will be.

Yy

MAYOR ANNISE PARKER

election to be Houston’s next
mayor, making national me-
dia headlines for becoming
the first openly gay mayor
of a major city in the United
States. Parker, a former city
council member and city
controller, received 52.8 per-
cent of the vote to Locke’s
47.2 percent. In all, Parker
received 81,971 votes to
Locke’s 73,331 votes.

Ronald Green replaced
Parker as city controller.
Green defeated M.J. Khan,
receiving 51.5 percent of the
vote to Khan’s 48.5 percent.
Green received 74,262 votes
to Khan’s 69,991 votes.

South Belt resident Ethey-
lene Milhouse died in an
auto-pedestrian accident Dec.
9, at Beamer and Hall Road.
Milhouse, 66, was crossing
Beamer on foot at about 9:30
p.m. when she was struck by
a silver Nissan pickup travel-
ing through the intersection.
The driver, a 2l-year-old
male whose name was not re-
leased, had a green light and
was not speeding, investiga-
tors said. Neither alcohol nor
drugs were believed to have
been involved. The driver
was not ticketed. Dec. 11
would have been Milhouse’s
67th birthday.

Dec. 24

The South Belt-Ellington
Leader wrapped up its 27th
annual Christmas program
to collect food and gifts for
needy families in the com-
munity. A record number of
60 families applied for assis-
tance in the drive — roughly
twice the number of appli-
cants as in previous years.

NO
COUPON
REQUIRED!
Just bring
your
appetite!

Pol. adv. Annise Parker Campaign
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Dobie football coach
interviews take place Lady Horns beat DP, stay unbeaten

Area high school soccer
off to a hot start in 2010

A permament head foot-
ball coach/athletic coor-
dinator could be named at
Dobie within days.

The search commit-
tee headed by Dobie High
School principal Steve Ja-
mail moved quickly after
the deadline to submit ap-
plications expired Jan. 8.

Candidate interviews
were held at the school
Jan. 12-13, and the winner
should be announced soon.

Dobie has been without
a permanent leader since
midway through the varsity
football season when Bobby
Cotton took medical leave.

Assistant coach Carey
Sink, who was among those
who applied for the perma-

ment role, operated as the
interim head coach for the
final four games of the regu-
lar season.

The eventual successor
to the position will play a
pivotal role in the future of
the program.

Dobie, once a promi-
nent fixture in the varsity
football playoffs, has not
advanced to the postseason
since 2004. The varsity unit
has not posted a winning re-
cord since 2005.

This past season, Dobie
went 4-6 overall, including
3-4 in District 22-5A play.
Jamail, while conducting
the interviews Jan. 12-13,
was unavailable for com-
ment prior to press time.

Area baseball, softball
set to get under way

Preparations  for the
spring sports scene are
about to swing into full
speed ahead.

The University Inter-
scholastic League, the offi-
cial governing body of pub-
lic school extracurricular
activities, has established
Friday, Jan. 22, as the first
allowable date for high
school softball after school
practice.

At Dobie and Clear
Brook, both programs are
looking to extend a long
string of success.

The Lady Longhorns,
coming off a trip to the re-
gional quarterfinals, will
have to reload at several po-
sitions heading into 2010.

Brook, meanwhile, has
several veteran performers
back after making the play-

offs a season ago.

The first day for after
school baseball practice is
Friday, Jan. 29. The Dobie
Longhorns and Clear Brook
Wolverines were playoff
participants in 2009.

Dobie will go to work in
its first season under head
coach Miguel Torres, who
previously was the varsity
assistant coach.

At San Jacinto College,
the Coyotes have been
working out in preparation
for the spring season.

Head coach Kelly Saenz,
who is welcoming 14 first-
year players, hopes to get
her team back to the nation-
al tournament for the sec-
ond time in three years. The
team will open the season
Feb. 5-6 at the Galveston
tournament.

364A FM 1959
(between |-45 & Hwy 3)
281-484-3083

Hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Www.friendswoodteendriving.net

Jan. 18 - Feb. 8
4-6 p.m.
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WWwWw friendswoodteendriving.net *

rriendswood Driving Sehool

126 S. Friendswood Dr. ¢ 281-996-9404
Cost is $365 or *345 if paid in full

For more information, go to www.friendswoodteendriving.net

2010 Schedule

Www.friendswoodteendriving.net
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Feb. 3 - Feb. 24
6-8 p.m.

Feb. 25 - Mar. 18
6-8 p.m.

WWW friendswoodteendriving.net

www friendswoodteendriving.niet * Www friendswoodteendri

USA KARATE

New facility - hetter

progrums' Great pmes'

We wi ?’plck up at South Belt Elementary

11101 RESOURCE PKWY.
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

VARIETY PACK
No. 6 (31 Lbs.)

1
|
5 Ibs. Ground Round
| 3 Ibs. Boneless Round Steaks
2 Ibs. Cube Steak
I 3 1bs. Pork Chops
2 Ibs. Smoked Sliced Bacon
I 3ibs. Country Style Pork Ribs
2 Ibs. Perry’s Smoked Sausage
I 31bs. Boneless Chuck Roast
1 6 Ibs. Cut-Fryers
2 Ibs. All Beef Patties

| REGULAR-$T11:95 Save $22.00]

1 now389.95

| One Week Only ¢ No Limit « W/Coupon |
Expires 1/20/10

e |

MARKET - $19 19 ea.

« Ten Pounds of our famous homemade
Polish Sausage (Frozen or Fresh) one per customer
» Two Signature Pork Chops, pre-packaged To Go

DINEIN - $19.79 ea.

« 8 0z. Bacon wrapped Filet, served with baked potato
and salad (Sunday - Thursday: 4pm - Close)

'2 LB CHOP'
l BEEF l
/COLD ONLY,
' NOW $9.99 |
| Reg.$17.99 |
I 1

Expires 1/20/10

pm%é:om

market

s grille

CELEBRATING 30 PRIME YEARS

12830 Scarsdale Blvd.
281-481-5214

Phone Ahead For Carry Out Orders

GRILLE & BUTCHER SHOP HOURS
9 9

Brook teams
dump Alvin

Dobie’s historic rivalry
with Deer Park was again
on display Jan. 12 as the
varsity boys’ and girls’
teams went head-to-head.

The Lady Longhorns
pulled off another big win,
downing the Deer 57-44
in Deer Park to move atop
the District 22-5A stand-
ings at 6-0.

But things didn’t go
quite as well at Scott Tal-
ton Court for the boys as
the Deer used a 13-3 over-
time run to steal a 66-56
win over the Longhorns.

The loss, Dobie’s sec-
ond straight in District 22-
5A play, leaves the team at
1-2 with a key road game
coming at La Porte Jan.
15.

Meanwhile, the Clear
Brook varsity boys’ and
girls’ teams had little trou-
ble against Alvin.

The Lady Wolverines
evened their district record
at 3-3, pounding Alvin 45-
28.

In boys’ action, the
24-5A victory, topping the

Continued on Page 3B
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Wolverines got their first Dobie point guard Mike Selexman (with ball) battles Deer Park’s Cody Meek (10)
during the Longhorns’ eventual 66-56 loss to the Deer in overtime Jan. 12 at Scott
Talton Court. The loss drops Dobie to 1-2 in District 22-5A play.

Youth sports signups, tryouts aplenty this month

No matter the sport, there
is something for children
of all interests and ages as
spring season registration
dates dot the calendar.

The Sagemont-Beverly
Hills Little League, South
Belt Girls Softball Asso-
ciation, South Belt Youth
Soccer Club, Rising Stars
Track Club and South Belt
Dolphins (Bay Area Foot-
ball League) are among the
many youth sports orgnaiza-
tions hosting events.

SBHLL sign-ups
SBHLL officials are con-
tinuing a string of registra-
tion dates that include Jan.
14, Jan. 16 and Jan. 18-19
(late registration dates).
Due to weather concerns,
the league has shifted the
Jan. 14 (6 to 8 p.m.) and
Jan. 16 (1 to 5 p.m.) to US
Spring Training, located at
10330 Blackhawk.
The Jan. 18 and Jan. 19
sessions (both 6 to 8 p.m.)
will be held at El Franco

Lee Park as scheduled.
Children ages 5 to 14
are eligible to register in
the league. The fee, pay-
able by cash, credit card or
money order (no checks), is
$110. A $10 discount (sec-
ond child forward) will be
granted for families with
more than one registrant.
Those signing up must
bring a birth certificate and
three (3) current proofs of
residency such as: driver’s
license, voter’s registration,

school records, federal,
state and local records, etc.
For more information, visit
www.eteamz.com.sbhll.
SBGSA registration
SBGSA is hosting reg-
istration for the spring sea-
son, including Jan. 14 (6
to 8 p.m.), Jan. 16 (10 to 2
p-m.), Jan. 21 (6 to 8 p.m.)
and Jan. 23 (10 a.m. to 2
p.m.).
Each of the sessions will
be conducted at El Franco
Continued on Page 3B

If first impressions mean
anything, it’s going to be
a great high school soccer
season in the South Belt
area.

The campaign is just a
week old, but the varsity
teams at Dobie and Clear
Brook are already showing
signs of greatness.

The highlights of open-
ing weekend were deliv-
ered by the Dobie boys and
the Clear Brook girls, two
teams coming off tremen-
dous 2009 seasons.

The Longhorns, who
came through with the fin-
est season in school history
a year ago, quickly returned

to their old ways with a
pool championship win at
the Friendswood/Pearland
tournament Jan. 7-9.

Not to be outclassed,
the Lady Wolverines swept
three games at the Lady
Highlanders/Kilt  Classic
in The Woodlands over the
same three-day span.

Clear Brook’s boys,
playing at the same Friends-
wood/Pearland event, and
the Dobie girls (Brazos-
wood invitational) also
played well out of the gate.

JFD boys win crown

Heeding the preseason
warning delivered by their
head coach, the Dobie var-

sity boys emerged from
the starting gate and hit the
finish line in front at the
Friendswood/Pearland tour-
nament.

Ranked eighth in Region
IIT by the Texas Associa-
tion of Soccer Coaches, the
Longhorns were brimming
with confidence prior to the
season.

That’s when coach Jesse
Saavedra issued a warning.

He simply said rankings
are indeed nice, but if the
proper results do not follow,
the rankings are for naught.

So far, the Longhorns are
paying attention. A fourth

Continued on Page 6B

First-ever Pasadena ISD Cup Jan. 14-16

Class 5A Region III
boys’ soccer qualifier Do-
bie heads an impressive 20-
team field set to take part in
the Pasadena Independent
School District’s first-ever
Pasadena Cup Jan. 14-16.

The inaugural boys’
tournament also features
the four other PISD varsity
teams as well as the likes
of Clear Lake, Clear Creek,
Clear Brook and Houston
Lamar.

Tournament games will
be held Jan. 14 and Jan. 15
at Newcomb Field and Aux-
iliary Stadium in Pasadena.

On the final day of ac-
tion, Jan. 16, games will be
played at the two main sta-
diums as well as Dobie and
Memorial high schools.

The trophy round is slat-
ed to begin Jan. 16 at 4 p.m.
at Newcomb Field, with
games to follow at 6 and 8
p.m. Trophy participants
will be decided through
pool play.

The tournament is the
brainchild of the PISD head
coaches, who also worked
with their teams and area
businesses to secure spon-

Dobie exes matches bring back tennis legends

The first-ever post Christ-
mas holidays Longhorn
exes matches are coming
to the Dobie High School
tennis courts Saturday, Jan.
16.

All former Dobie play-
ers, no matter age or skill
level, are invited to come
out and enjoy the fun.

Longhorns’ coach Manu-
el Moreno Jr., the architect

season, but last fall current
and former players instead
hosted a celebration of
Moreno’s 25-years in high
school tennis. Now the time
has come for some of the
familar faces from Dobie to
return.

“We had to do it now
because some of these kids
will be leaving the area next
week to return to college,”

Longhorns

Saturday, Jan. 16
9 a.m. to noon
Dobie High School courts

come back!

of the series that has been
going on for several years
now, is happy the event has
become such a hit.

Even though this is the
first time for a January
event, he expects a big turn-
out.

“The bottom line with
our kids is that they simply
love to play tennis,” Moreno
said.

“Even after they gradu-
ate, you’ll always see a
lot of them still playing. It
also speaks to the success
our program has had and
the family we build here at
Dobie. These courts are like
a second home for a lot of
these kids.”

The exes matches usu-
ally serve to kick off the fall

thietie

Moreno said. “Another of
the benefits we have had
over the years is that a lot of
these kids attend local col-
leges, so they have the abil-
ity to attend the matches.
Others have to go back to
out-of-town schools.”

Any former players
wishing to play in the exes
matches  should  simply
show up at Dobie with rack-
et in hand, ready to play,
according to Moreno, who
added that the event should
be complete by noon.

“The whole idea is to
have some fun and to be
able to visit some of the for-
mer names,” Moreno said.

“We haven’t decided on

lot of fun.”

Now in his 11th season, Dobie coach Manuel Moreno
the format, but we’ll have a  Jr. (left) will preside over the annual exes matches at

Dobie.

www.athletic-dreams.com
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Open to the Public! Mon. - Fri. 4- 10 p.m. « Sat. - Sun. Noon - 5 p.m.
At Athletic Dreams our motto is GO HARD...or GO HOME!

Our 15,500 sq. ft. indoor sports training facility provides individuals & teams with a place to train like the
pros. We offer instructional training in baseball, softball & football for athletes of all ages & to athletes who
are looking to take their game to the next level. We also offer personal training sessions for youths & adults

looking to lose weight, tone up, gain muscle, or just improve their speed and agility.

FaciLity FEATURES:

+ 10 Baseball/Softball cages & tunnels « Iron Mike & Bata2 pitching machines - Pitching mounds & mats for baseball/softball
+ Real leather softballs/baseballs « 13,000 sq. ft. of turfed area « L-Screens « Fitness equipment « Fitness personal trainers
+ Registered/licensed dietician available for consultations « Parents lounge w/ Wi-Fi & plasma TV - Conference room for all your
league, team & parent meetings « Party room w/ all the party essentials « Pro shop w/ the latest equipment & sports attire

Y 10% DISCOUNY FOR SOUYH BELY TEANS %

Need more tennis?
See JFD’s spring
slate on Page 3B

ROY

sorships to make the tour-
nament possible.

Weather permitting, each
of the 20 teams are guaran-
teed to play three pool play
games.

Each of the pools include
four teams, and those teams

MuUsic |
1
Thumsdeyy 1

& Polio = Mﬁ@ﬂmﬁ@[%nﬁl

Nasa * 281-557-3500

1020 Nasa Roao 1 @ 45

Starrorp © 281-240-3060
12821 SoutHwest Frwy.
South Belt * 281-434-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

* Homemade Tortillas * Full Service Bar * GREAT MARGARITAS
* Catering (All Events) *
« Take Out Service * Lunch Specials, Starting @ $3.95

r

will go head-to-head prior
to the start of the trophy
round.

For more information,
including a full schedule
of games and the full list of
teams involved in the event,
see Page 6B.

Sun Thurs 11 a.m. 10pm
Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m.

Large Parties Welcome

Buy one Entree at !
regular price & get !

$5.00 Off

second entree '

Sat. - Thur. only not valid with
any other offer or discount. |
Limit 1 per table 1
(expires 1-28-10)

281-481 5755
Celebrating “40” years

as South Belt’s #1 Pe‘so
name in real estate.

s
Top 2 Age“

M\en\\o“‘ 4
e Its-

SHIFLETT
REALTORS

281-481-3733

Receive % EXPERT ADVICE & TOP DOLLAR +
for your home in today's changing market.

Be one of the 7 1,000’s 7 of satisfied customers!

“FREE” Estimate of Value and Home Inspection

Call Us Today!

* SAGEMEADOW- 1 Story, 4 Bed, 2 Bath Perry Home W/ Beautiful Tile Floors &
Updated Kitchen. Great Garage Apartment W/Full Bath Or 5th Bedroom For
Teen Or Mother-In-Law. Great Price, $139,900.

* SANTA FE ACREAGE- Looking For Acreage To Build Your Dream House? Over 4
Acres Of Cleared Land Ready To Build $90,000. Call Tami. 713-628-4157

JANEAMILYAOWNEDBICOMRPANYAYOUICANITRUSITY

Kwik Iar

LUBE & TUNE
11210 ScaRrsDALE © 281-484-KWIK (5945)
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- -: > MoN-SAT 8 A.M. -
Sun 9 A.m. - 5 P-M-

Services Available: State Emission Inspections, Tune-up, Fuel Injection
Cleaning, Fuel & Air Filters, Tire Rotation & Balance, Brakes, Differential
Service, Oil Change/Lube, Radiator Flush, Automatic Transmission Flush
(Most Vehicles), Engine Flush, Serpentine Belts, Light Mechanical Repairs

FREE | car Wash
Package Wash
FULL SERVICE c.’u.b Receive $2 Off Any |[ SENIOR SPECIAL
CAR WASH | Unlimited | oot ie robowine | ™ “pygs,
ackage ! ol
Wth F " washes Choose From: $3 OFF*
+0 B reg.*16.
It FUll " lifor 30 days | gicem - || LADIES SPECIAL
Seerce (Ocean wash package) ||+ Ocean Signature reg.$26.99 WED.
. Includes vacuum & wash “24 Hour Rain Check” o
OII Chan e Add $1 for Trucks, Vans, SUV’s & Limos $ *
g 3 599 . Expires 2/1/10 . 3 OFF
$12 value per vehicle  [| Not Valid with any other offer. || "Nt 29 vithany oherofe o discount
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Boys’ basketball

JED freshman A unit |

hits district on a roll

If the Longhorns’ fresh-
man A team has anything
to say about it, the future
of Dobie High School boys’
basketball looks good.

The team, coached by
Shaun Stanton, won 12 of
its first 14 games to open
the season.

Prior to district, the
Longhorns made their way
to the championship game
of the Sam Rayburn tourna-
ment before falling to Clear
Brook. In another event, the
Longhorns dropped a first
round game but came back
to win consolation bracket
honors.

“This is the first time in
my four years here at Dobie
that T have enough depth
to have two solid players
at each position,” Stanton
said.

“It makes my job much
easier, that’s for sure. We-
have three big posts, some

guards and guys who can
slash to the basket. It’s
great.

“The guys are starting
to understand the art of de-
fense, and they are seeing
that our pressure on the de-
fensive end turns into offen-
sive opportunities.”

Thus far, it’s been a true
team effort for the Long-
horns. There are no double-
figure scorers, but instead
contributions are coming
from a variety of players.

The Dobie roster in-
cludes Reggie Branch, Josh
Santiago, Marco Monte-
longo, Donte Morris, An-
dre Timmons, Geffin Wat-
kins, Joseph Cooper, Jordin
Harrison, Scott Marsella,
Jonathan Jones and Austin
Hicks.

There is still a long way
to go in the District 22-5A
race, but at the moment Do-
bie is making a strong case

Clear Brook senior running back Brandon Ellison (33), taking a handoff from ju-
nior quarterback Michael Donovan, was a first-team District 24-5A selection as
chosen by the district’s coaches.

Jarvis headed to Oklahoma baseball

v

A

(seated) Lori Jarvis (mother), (standing) Ron Mathis,
(Houston Christian head coach) Ben Vigil, (Houston
Christian junior varsity coach), Fred Jarvis (father),
John Ruiz (Houston Heat select team coach) and
Shawn Ina (Houston Christian varsity assistant).

C.J. Jarvis, grandson of South Belt resident Judy
Britt, will attend the University of Oklahoma to con-
tinue his studies and baseball playing career after
inking a letter of intent with the Sooners. Jarvis is
currently a senior at Houston Christian High School.
Those with Jarvis at the signing included, left to right,

great shooters solid point for itself.

Sports calendar

BASKETBALL

Brook’s Ellison, three others
on 24-5A football first unit

Coach of the Year — Clint Hartman, Springs
Most Valuable Player — Dartwan Bush, Brazoswood
Co-Offensive MVP — Phillip Miller, Springs
Co-Offensive MVP — Corey Thomas, Dickinson
Defensive MVP — Justin Galavez, Ball

Friday, Jan. 15
Dobie varsity boys host La Porte, 7:30
Dobie varsity girls at La Porte, 7:30
Clear Brook varsity girls host Clear Creek, 7:00
Clear Brook varsity boys at Clear Creek, 7:00
Dobie JV boys host La Porte, 6:00
Dobie JV gitls at L Porte, 6:00
Clear Brook JV girls host Clear Creek, 5:30
Clear Brook JV boys at Clear Creek, 5:30
Dobie sophomore boys host La Porte, 4:30
Clear Brook sophomore boys at Clear Creek, 5:30

Pasadena ISD Intermediate Schools
Girls’ Hoops Standings

(After Jan. 6 games)
Eighth Grade Light

Boys’ Hoops Standings
(After Jan. 6 games)

District 24-5A First Team Football Selections Eighth Grade Light

Dobie feshman A boys hot L Pore, 600 QB — Phillip Miller, Springs DT - Bennett Ofor, Brook Team W L Team W L
ear brook Ireshman 0yS at ear Creek, 4: _ 3 1 _ 1 1 .
Dobie freshman A girls at La Porte, 4:30 gg glay I(_llonel%/lclfltt’ D;SC klni{on bT Ke;/lln Gattcl,lBraZ(gsw.ood Miller 5 0 Queens 5 0
Clear Brook freshman A girls host Clear Creek, 4:30 — brandaon lson,. l"00 DT — Dallas McClarty, Springs San Jacinto 5 0 Park View 4 1
Dobie freshman B boys host La Porte, 4:30 RB — Corey Thomas, Dickinson DT —Deandre Jackson, Ball Beverly Hills 4 1 Beverly Hills 4 7
Slel;a._r B%rooli( fresl];me_ml B biys ;t ClegrOCOreek, 4:00 RB — Dominique Brown, Ball DE — Dartwan Bush, Brazoswood Bondy 4 1 Thom:son 3 2
0D1€ Ireshman girls at La Porte, 6: _Ri _ 3
Clear Brook freshman B girls host Clear Creek, 6:00 RB - Ricky Lundford, Brazoswood DE SCOtt.y Ball.ey’ Brazoswood Southmore 3 2 San Jacinto 3 2
TE — Brad Peters, Brazoswood DE — Damion Britton, Ball Thompson 2 3 South 3 2
' ) Tuesday, Jan. 19 OL - Ivan Quinones, Brook DE — James Lambert, Alvin Sou tthous fon 7 4 Boutd more P 3
BOEE Vafs?:y bf’}l’s fl‘t Pta;adega’ 75%030 OL — Sam Roberts, Lake LB — Clarence Green, Brazoswood Queens I 4 Sont ’;V Houst 1 4
0D1€ varsity girls host Fasadena, /: . . . ou ousion
Clear Brook varsity girls at Dickinson, 7:00 OL — Josiah Adams, S.prl.ngs LB - Trevqn Ran.dl_e » Springs Jackson 0 5 Jackson 0 5
Clear Brook varsity boys host Dickinson, 7:00 OL - Frank Green, Dickinson LB — Jaybrian Williams, Ball Park View 0 5 Miller 0 5

Dobie JV boys at Pasadena, 6:00

Dobie JV girls host Pasadena, 6:00

Clear Brook JV girls at Dickinson, 5:30

Clear Brook JV boys host Dickinson, 5:30

Dobie sophomore boys at Pasadena, 4:30

Clear Brook sophomore boys host Dickinson, 5:30
Dobie freshman A boys at Pasadena, 6:00

Clear Brook freshman A boys host Dickinson, 4:00
Dobie freshman A girlshost Pasadena, 4:30

Clear Brook freshman A girls at Dickinson, 4:30

OL - Quintin Marsh, Dickinson
OL — Geoffrey Lewis, Alvin

OL — Austin Perkins, Brazoswood
OL - Devon Karr, Brazoswood
WR - Deche Milburn, Springs
WR - James Cunningham, Springs
WR - Joe Ramirez, Alvin

WR - C.J. McElroy, Creek

LB — Justin Galavez, Ball

CB — Sam Richardson, Springs
CB - Shawn Foster, Dickinson
CB —Travis Clinton, Brazoswood
S — Devin Walker, Springs

S — Linc Harden, Ball

S — Bruce Horton, Alvin

S — Jelmon Woodard, Brazoswood

Scores Jan. 6

Thompson 33, Jackson 15
San Jacinto 28, Bondy 20
Queens 39, South Houston 17
Southmore 28, Park View 22
Miller 39, Beverly Hills 18

Eighth Grade Dark

Scores Jan. 6
Beverly Hills 44, Miller 26
Southmore 31, Park View 22
Thompson 66, Jackson 57
San Jacinto 35, Bondy 26
Queens 52, South Houston 21

Eighth Grade Dark

Clear Brook reshrat B boye host Dickinson, 4:00 K= Jezim Halili, Dickinson S ~ Javis Roberts, Brook Team W L Team W L

Dobie freshman B girls hosty Pasadena, 6:00 KR — Sam Rlchardson,.Sp_rmgs

Clear Brook freshman B girls at Dickinson, 6:00 KR —Corey Thomas, Dickinson Southmore 5 0 Bondy 5 0
Wednesday, Jan. 20 P — Brent Comardelle, Creek San Jacinto 5 0 Beverly Hills 5 0

edanesday, Jan.

Beverly Hills 8th Light girls a Southh Houston, 4:30 Second Team — Brook Brook Team Awards f;;;dy : ; Queens 4 1

Beverly Hills 8th Dark girls at South Houston, 5:45 OL — Michael Candler Off. MVP — Brandon Ellison uiler Thompson 3 2

Beverly Hills 7th Light girls at South Houston, 4:30 DB _Ik Ik . ) Beverly Hills 4 1 San Jacinto 2 3

Beverly Hills 7th Dark girls at South Houston, 5:45 —lkenna lkpeama Def. MVP — Javis Roberts Thompson 3 2 South Houston 2 3

%"mp”n gg: Iﬁig};: g.irlls at]]; °“§y’ 54 fso P — Spencer Bowman Special Teams — Duane Steward Queens 2 3 Southmore 2 3

ompson ar 1rls at Bondy, 5:

Thomgson 7th Lightggirls at Bond};’, 4:30 H ble Menti Brook Def- Back —Javis Roberts South Houston 1 4 Park View 1 4

Thompson 7th Dark girls at Bondy, 5:45 onorable lviention — broo Linebacker — Jonathan Grimes Jackson 0 5 Jackson 1 4

Beverly Hills 8th Dark boys host South Houston, 5:00 QB/RB — Michael Donovan . Park View 0 5 Mill 0 5

Beverly Hills 8th Light boys host South Houston, 6:15 . Def. Line — Bennett Ofor tier

Beverly Hills 7th Dark boys host South Houston, 5:00 RB —Kendrick Kennard Receiver — Tvler Stowe Scores Jan. 6 Scores Jan. 6

Beverly Hills 7th Light boys host South Houston, 6:15 WR - Tyler Stowe Y San Jacinto 31, Bondy 22 Thompson 48, Jackson 27

Thompson 8th Dark boys host Bondy, 5:00
Thompson 8th Light boys host Bondy, 6:15
Thompson 7th Dark boys host Bondy, 5:00
Thompson 7th Light boys host Bondy, 6:15

Friday, Jan. 22
Dobie varsity boys host Sam Rayburn, 7:30

DE — Nathan Dann

DB - Drew Byrd

LB — Jonathan Grimes

Off. Back —
Off. Line — Ivan Quinones
Heart — Dominique Outten
Academic — Skyler Schneider

Brandon Ellison

Beverly Hills 29, Miller 24
Queens 37, South Houston 3
Southmore 24, Park View 8
Thompson 35, Jackson 13

Seventh Grade Light

Beverly Hills 40, Miller 23
Bondy 31, San Jacinto 28
Southmore 29 Park View 25
Queens 40, South Houston 17

Seventh Grade Light

Dobie varsity girls at Sam Rayburn, 7:30 ° ‘Nl
Clear Brook varsity girls host Brazoswood, 7:00 Academlc all-state fOOtball Set Team L Team ‘ ‘ L
Clear Brook varsity boys at Brazoswood, 7:00 Th .
. ompson 5 0

Dobie JV boys host Sam Rayburn, 6:00 Several senior players Clear Brook were named to Juan Perez and Aaron Kutra B dP 5 0 Park View 5 0
Dobie JV girls at Sam Rayburn, 6:00 from Clear Brook and Do- the second team in the Class  of Dobie. ondy Thompson 4 1
gea.r gmoi ;X ﬁlﬂs hoi; Brazoswzo%, ;(1)30 bie were recognized as the 5A ranks. The Texas High School Beverly Hills 4 1 San Jacinto 4 1

ear broo 0ys at Brazoswood, 5: Texas High School Coaches Honorable mention picks Coaches Association makes Miller 3 2 uth Houston 2
Dobie sophomore boys host Sam Rayburn, 4:30 Association released its in Class 5A included Clear its selections based on a Southmore 2 3 So 0 'S 0 3
Clear Brook sophomore boys at Brazoswood, 5:30 2009-2010 academic all- Brook’s Michael Candler, point-earning system that h Beverly Hills 3 2
Dobie freshman A boys host Sam Rayburn, 6:00 state selections. Ikenna Ikpeama and Brett includes grade point aver- Park View 2 3 Miller 2 3
Clear Brook freshman A boys at Brazoswood, 4:00 Dobie’s Garrett Leland Roberts along with Michael age, class rank and ACT or Queens 2 3 Southmore 2 3
Dobie freshman A girls at Sam Rayburn, 4:30 and Skyler Schneider of Collins, Nathan Touchette, SAT scores. San Jacinto 1 4 K 1 4
Clear Brook freshman A girls host Brazoswood, 4:30 ° Jack 0 5 Jackson
Dobie freshman B boys host Sam Rayburn, 4:30 I d I ‘NZ J k ackson Bondy 1 4
Clear Brook freshman B boys at Brazoswood, 4:00 a y lons S eep ac Son South Houston 0 5 Queens 0 5
Dobie freshman B girls at Sam Rayburn, 6:00 Scores Jan. 6 S 6

° cores Jan.

Clear Brook freshman B girls host Brazoswood, 6:00

It didn’t take long for
the Thompson Intermediate

with a season-high 26
points, and Jessica Jones

Valerie Colunga scored
a game-high 12 points. Pa-

Beverly Hills 33, Miller 14

Beverly Hills 37, Miller 23

SOCCER girls’ basketball program to and Carli Blue with four trice Jackson had six points, Queens 18, South Houston 17 Park View 48, Southmore 17
Thursday, Jan. 14 get on track after the holi- points each. and Sasha McCoy and Ever- Thompson 38, Jackson 30 Thompson 44, Jackson 31
Clear Brook varsity girls at Katy shootout, TBA day break as the Lady Lions ~ Monica Ploucha and est Cox chipped in with four Park View 30, Southmore 27 San Jacinto 45, Bondy 29

Clear Brook varsity boys at Pasadena tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity boys at Pasadena tourn., TBA
Dobie varsity girls at Pearland tourn., TBA

swept their four-game set
against the Jackson Wild-
cats Jan. 6.

Paola Reyna had two points
apiece. With the win, the
Lady Lions stayed in a first-

points each.
The Lions had their most
balanced scoring game of

Bondy 44, San Jacinto 4

Seventh Grade Dark

South Houston 38, Queens 19

Seventh Grade Dark

Dobie JV (A) girls at Atascocita tourn., TBA Lady Lions’ 7 Light 38 place tie with Bondy at 5-0. the season, as 10 players
Clear Brook JV boys at Cy-Fair tourn., TBA Jackson 30 Lady Lions’ 7 Dark 39 scored at least two points.
Y Y The seventh-grade Light Jackson 10 The win, the Lady Lions’ Team W L Team W L
Friday, Jan. 15 team pounced on the Wild- After a couple of tough third in five games, leaves
Clear Brook varsity girls atyl’(aty shootout, TBA cats early with their stifling losses to start the season, the team in a four-way tie gond_); Hill g Z South Houston 5 0
Clear Brook varsity boys at Pasadena tourn., TBA defense and had a com- the Lady Lions’ seventh- for second place in the everty Huis Thompson 4 1
Dobie varsity boys at Pasadena tourn., TBA manding lead heading into grade Dark team has started standmgs: . Miller 3 2 Beverly Hills 4 1
Dobie varsity girls at Pearland tourn., TBA halftime. to find its groove. ) Lady Lions’ 8 Light 33 Southmore 3 2 Bondy 3 2
Dobie JV (A) girls at Atascocita tourn., TBA However, Jackson was The break for the holi- Jacksqn 15‘ ) Thompson 3 2 S . 3 3
Clear Brook JV boys at Cy-Fair tourn., TBA not going to go down with- days gave the team a chance The Lady Lions’ eighth- p_ an Jacinto
out a fight, and with tough to regroup, and Thompson grade Light team won its Park View 3 2 Southmore 3 2
Saturday, Jan. 16 defense of their own, forced  was seeking its third straight ~ second game of the season, San Jacinto 2 3 Miller 2 3
Clear Brook varsity girls at Katy shootout, TBA the Lions into turnovers and  win of the season entering downing Jackson 33-15. Queens 1 4 I 4
Clear Brook varsity boys at Pasadena tourn., TBA closed the gap going into play against Jackson. The team is hoping to Queens:
Dobie varsity boys at Pasadena tourn., TBA the final quarter. The speed and quick- keep its momentum going South Houston 0 5 Park View 0 5
Dobie varsity girls at Pearland tourn., TBA The Lions made sure the ness of the Lions was evi- as the season has reached Jackson 0 5 Jackson 0 5

Dobie JV (A) girls at Atascocita tourn., TBA
Dobie JV (B) girls host Brazoswood, Dobie, 10 a.m.
Clear Brook JV boys at Cy-Fair tourn., TBA

TENNIS
Saturday, Jan. 16
Dobie hosts exes matches, Dobie, 9 a.m.

Wildcats’ comeback would
fall short, as they got some
timely baskets and the de-
fensive stops when needed,
winning the game by eight
points.

Leading scorers for the
game were Emily Wolfe

dent from the onset as they
jumped out to an early lead.

Pressure defense created
havoc for the Wildcats all
game long, and opposition
was overmatched from start
to finish as the Lions were
able to win big.

the midway point.
Lady Lions’ 8 Dark 35
Jackson 13
Thompson’s eighth-
grade Dark team opened
the post-holiday portion of
the schedule with a big win,
beating Jackson 35-13.

Scores Jan. 6
Bondy 40, San Jacinto 9
Queens 20, South Houston 12
Park View 16, Southmore 14 (OT)
Beverly Hills 40, Miller 15
Thompson 39, Jackson 10

Scores Jan. 6
Beverly Hills 31, Miller 27 (OT)
Southmore 19, Park View 8
San Jacinto 34, Bondy 15
South Houston 40, Queens 23
Thompson 37, Jackson 10




Continued from Page 1B
Yellowjackets 48-38 over
Clear Brook.

The Wolverines, who fell
to 0-2 with a loss at Clear
Springs Jan. 8, needed a
win to hang with the lead-
ing pack in the district.

Yet it was Alvin that
played tough for three quar-
ters before a 13-4 fourth-
quarter push allowed Clear
Brook to gain the victory.

Things won’t get any eas-
ier for the Wolverines, who
travel to Clear Creek Jan. 15
to take on the Wildcats, who
have opened 24-5A action
with a 3-0 record.

Lady Wolverines even

The good news? The
Clear Brook girls improved
to 3-3 in the 24-5A stand-
ings with an easy win at Al-
vin.

The not-so-good news?

Clear Brook will close
out the first half of district
play by facing Clear Creek
Jan. 15. So far, the Lady
Wildcats have proved to be
the class of the district with
a 6-0 record.

Against Alvin, Kiara
Redmon and Courtney
Lindsey each had 13 points
as the Lady Wolverines took
care of business.

Dobie girls rolling

The Dobie girls made
a big statement within the
District 22-5A ranks, travel-
ing to Deer Park and hand-
ing the Deer their first loss
of the league schedule.

The difference came
in the third quarter as Va-
cie Davis (18 points) and
Jazmine  Guerrero (17
points) led a 21-10 run that
gave the Lady Longhorns
some breathing room head-
ing into the fourth quarter.

Dobie head coach Rog-
er Brown was obviously
pleased with a road win
against one of the preseason
favorites to win the 22-5A
title.

“Any time you go to Deer
Park and sneak out with a
win, you should feel very
fortunate,” Brown said.

“That is one of the tough-
est places to play in district.
We did a good job of creat-
ing the tempo in the game,
and that seemed to play to
our advantage in the second
half.

“Deer Park is so well
coached and execute so
well, that felt like we had
to speed the game up and
do whatever we could to not
let them get into a rhythm.
In the first half we got good
looks but were unable to
finish. In the second half,
we did a better job of that.”

Now, the Lady Long-
horns will look to close out
the first half of district play
with another road test, this
time at La Porte Jan. 15

Brown is confident yet
cautious.

“Believe me, we are very
happy being 6-0 in district,”
he said.

Dobie High School

Varsity tennis spring schedule

Date Opponent Time
Jan. 16 Dobie exes matches 9 am.
Jan. 22-23  at Pearland invitational TBA
Jan. 29-30  at Humble invitational TBA
Feb. 5-6 at Kramer PISD tourn. TBA
Feb. 12-13  at Lake Travis invitational TBA
Feb. 18 at Galveston Ball 3:30 p.m.
Feb. 26-27  at Corpus Christi tourn. TBA
March 5-6 at La Porte tourn. TBA
March 12 at Cedar Hill (Dallas) TBA
March 13 at Putnam City (Dallas) 9 a.m.
March 26-27 at Galveston tourn. TBA
March 30 St. John’s 3 p.m.
April 7-8 22-5A championships (Pas.) TBA
April 20-21 Region III tourn. (Deer Park) TBA
May 3-4 Dobie faculty tournament 3 p.m.
May 10-11 State tournament (Austin) TBA

JV tennis spring schedule

Date Opponent Time
Jan. 27 at Stratford 3:45 p.m.
Feb. 2 at Pasadena ISD invit. TBA
Feb. 16 at Baytown tourn. TBA
March 4 St. John’s 3 p.m.
March 9 at Katy tourn. TBA
March 24  at Clear Brook invit. TBA
March 31  at Cy-Fair tourn. TBA
April 1 at Galveston tourn. TBA
April 15-16 22-5A championships TBA

Freshman tennis spring schedule

Date Opponent Time
Jan. 26 at Pasadena ISD invit. TBA
Feb. 9 at Deer Park invit. TBA
Feb. 17 at Baytown tourn. TBA
Feb. 24 Stratford 3:30 p.m.
March 2 at Alvin tourn. TBA
March 9 at Katy tourn. TBA
March 23 at Fort Bend invit. TBA
March 31  at Cy-Fair tourn. TBA
April 15-16 22-5A championships TBA

“But we can’t rely on
past accomplishments. We
have to focus on the future
task, and that’s beating La
Porte.

“That is going to be an
extremely tough test for us.
We have not won on their
floor since I've been here
(two losses), and we have
to come out prepared and
ready or that streak may be
extended.”

Dobie has come through
with one of the biggest sto-
ries of the 22-5A season
after losing one of their top
players to a knee injury in
December.

But instead of sulking,
the Lady Longhorns have
stepped up big.

It’s only going to get
tougher for us,” Brown
said.

“When you get into the
second round of district
everyone has sized up their
opponent, they have film
on them, and know what
adjustments to make. Plus,
everyone brings their A

game when they play the
team in first place. We’ll
gladly wear that bull’s-eye,
but we have to understand
what got us here and, more
importantly, what we need
to stay here.”
Dobie boys fall late

Needing a win over Deer
Park to get back on track
after a loss to South Hous-
ton Jan. 8, the Dobie varsity
boys’ team couldn’t quite
finish the deal against Deer
Park.

Instead, the first-place
Deerescaped witha 10-point
win after Jacob Munoz sent
the game to overtime with a
3-pointer and then the visi-
tors controlled the extra ses-
sion.

Dobie had more turn-
overs than points in over-
time, but the game probably
should not have gotten to
that point.

Despite not leading in
the game until 12 seconds
remained in the third quar-
ter, the Longhorns battled
and finally overcame the

Area youth leagues
set registration

Continued from Page 1B
Lee Park. Girls age 5 and
up are eligible to register at
$70 per child. A $5 discount
will be offered to families
with more than one child
registering.

Girls in the Lady Bug di-
vision (must have turned 4
years of age by Jan. 1) may
register for $50.

Select baseball

The Proway Colt 45 se-
lect baseball organization
will host registration for
children ages 7 to 14 on
Saturday, Jan. 16, and Sat-
urday, Jan. 23, at Frankie
Carter Randolph Park, lo-
cated at 515 FM 2351 in
Friendswood.

Both of the sessions
will begin at 10 a.m. For
more information, call Colt
45s representative Charlie
Prahm at 281-948-0200.

RSTC track and field

The Rising Stars Track
Club will host its first reg-
istration for the upcom-
ing spring/summer season
Saturday, Jan. 16, at Dobie
High School from 10 a.m.
to noon.

Registration will con-
tinue each Saturday from
10 a.m. to noon at Dobie
through mid-March. Prac-
tice days are Fridays from
4:30 p.m. until dark, Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. until
noon and Sundays from 3 to
5 pm.

For more information
about the team, call Coach
Ivory Kimble at 832-561-
1248 or Fran Herndon at
281-335-1878.

Dobie swim

boosters meet

The Dobie High School
swimming booster club will
host its monthly meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 19, at 7 p.m.
in the school media room.

In the pool, the Long-
horns have just two regular
season meets remaining
prior to the District 22-5A
championships.

Dobie’s next meet is Jan.
23 at Manvel High School,
where the Longhorns will
face Alvin.

Booster club members
are making plans for both
the rest of the regular sea-
son and the postseason.

Parents of all swimmers
are encouraged to attend.

SBYSC sign-up

South Belt Youth Soccer
Club officials will host reg-
istration for boys and girls
ages 4 through 18 on Satur-
day, Jan. 16, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the Sagemeadow
MUD Building, located at
10755 Hall Road.

On-site fees are $80 for
those in the U-5 through
U-8 divisions, $85 for those
in the U-9 and U-10 divi-
sions and $90 for those in
the U-11 and older divi-
sions.

Those registering must
bring an original and a copy
of their birth certificate.

Those registering online
will receive discount rates.
Visit www.southbeltsoccer.
org for more information
about the league.

Dolphins info date

The Southbelt Dolphins
of the Bay Area Football
League will host an infor-
mation session Saturday,
Jan. 23, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Almeda Mall under
the atrium.

The session is open to
football players and those
in the cheer/drill programs.

Anyone interested in ob-
taining information for the
2010 season is encouraged
to attend.

A waiting list for those
interested in joining any of
the programs will be avail-
able at this time.

For more information
about the Dolphins or the
BAFL youth league pro-
gram, visit www.bayarea
football league.com.

Deer.

In the fourth quarter, a
series of defensive stops
provided the Longhorns
with several chances to
close out the win at the free
throw line.

Jubril Osagie fed Randy
Owens for a drive to the
basket with a minute, 56
seconds to play. After being
fouled, Owens made one of
two free throws to put Do-
bie ahead 52-50.

Osagie grabbed a defen-
sive rebound 50 seconds
later but slipped and was
called for traveling before
he could get a timeout.

Munoz was whistled for
an offensive charge on the
ensuing  possession, but
Dobie’s Mike Selexman
missed the front end of a
1-and-1 at the line as the
score remained 52-50.

In the final minute, Mi-
chael Collins missed two
free throws and David Tran
was errant on another be-
fore making one to push

the lead to 53-50, setting up
Munoz’s big shot.
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Dobie girls in driver’s seat; other squads lagging in hoops district races

seven free throws in the fi-
nal two minutes, Dobie had

close. Munoz’s left corner
3-pointer with :02 seconds

overtime before the Deer
seized control with a 9-0

So after missing five of allowed Deer Park to hang remaining sent the game to run to start overtime.

SJC’s Gernander gains 600th win

Fifth-ranked San Jacinto
College continued its win-
ning ways Jan. 5 with a
103-51 win over Lone Star
College-Tomball,  giving
head coach Scott Gernander
his 600th career victory.

Now in his 23rd season
at the helm of the San Ja-
cinto (15-1) men’s basket-
ball program, Gernander
has built the Ravens into a
national powerhouse.

Since arriving at the
Central campus prior to the
1987-88 season, Gernander
has taken his teams to eight
conference titles and eight
National Junior College
Athletic Association tour-
naments, finishing as the
national runner-up twice.
He owns an overall record
of 600-149.

Dobie’s Rayshad Joseph (with ball) and Thomas Walk-
up go one-on-one during Dobie’s overtime loss to the
Deer Jan. 12 at Talton Court. The win kept Deer Park
unbeaten in the district at 3-0, while the Longhorns

slipped to 1-2.

Photos by John Bechtle

C&D Burger Shoppe

Our Burgers are the Original
“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

Celebrating Our 27" Year
Over 3 Million Sold

281-481-8606
10606 Fuqua
We Accept @

Winner of
Marvin Zindler
Blue Ribbon Award

Gernander’s list of for-
mer standouts include for-
mer National Basketball
Association All-Stars Steve
Francis and Sam Cassell.

Francis spent more than
10 years in the NBA, while
Cassell guided Houston to
back-to-back  champion-
ships, and most recently
won a title with the Boston

Celtics.

Since Gernander took
over the San Jacinto pro-
gram, 53 of his players have
gone on to continue their
education and basketball
careers at four-year institu-
tions.

A native of Minnesota,
Gernander was inducted
into the NJCAA men’s

basketball Hall of Fame in
March 2007.

Later that same year, his
alma mater, the University
of Minnesota at Duluth, in-
ducted him into its Hall of
Fame.

Gernander currently
ranks 11th all-time among
NJCAA active coaches in
wins.

WHO:
WHERE:

WHEN:

Spring 2010
“"UPWARD SOCCER LEAGUE"

Boys & girls age 4 - 4th Grade
Easthaven Baptist Church
13100 Beamer Rd.
Corner of Beamer and Astoria
Evaluations - Feb. 20 & 27

First week of practice begins March 8

UPWARD PROMOTES CHARACTER &
SELF-ESTEEM IN EVERY CHILD BY PROVIDING:

* A substitution system that promotes equal playing
time for each player
* An evaluation process to provide equal teams and
equal opportunity for improvement

Early registration under way

Call 281-922-5520 or visit
www.easthavenchurch.org for more information.
Upward Logos are trademarks of Upward Unlimited. Used by permission.

B

ASIEl

BAY AREA TEXAS

BAILL
SPRING 2010 REGISTRATION
BASEBALL and TEEBALL

Ages4to18 *

* Birthdates 6/1/1991 through 12/31/2005

Fee includes complete uniform. No fundraisers. No added fees.
No tryouts. Everyone plays. Season over by end of school.
Al games played at Bay Area Dad’s Club (off Hwy 3 near Clear Lake City Blvd).
EZ registration paperwork at walk-in registration for returning 2009 players.

11 & 12 ¥r Olds
13 & 14 Yr Olds
15 - 18 Yr Olds

4 & 5Yr Olds Mini-TeeBall

6 Yr Olds TeeBall

7 ¥r Olds Coach Pitch

8 ¥r Olds Machine Pitch 1

9 ¥r Olds Machine Pitch 2
10 Yr Olds Freshman Baseball

Junior Baseball
Senior Baseball

Sophomore Baseball

BAY AREA

TEXAS

BASEBALL

Register at Star Fire Grill Restaurant

(Corner of Bay Area Blvd and Space Center Blvd)

Saturday/Sunday
January 16 & 17,2010

Noon to 3 p.m.

Players who register on time have the option to stay on their Spring 2009 team.
Late registration begins January 18 and continues until teams are full.

Mail-In Registration and additional information via our Website

www.BavAreaTexasBaseball.com

For more information e-mail fdonaghe@aol.com Or call 281-486-9331

South Belt Youth Soccer Club
It’s time for SPRING Soccer Registration!

Registration for Boys and Girls ages 4 to 18 years old is being held on:
Saturday, Jan. 16th at the Sagemeadow MUD Bldg. from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

New players registering must bring original and copy of birth certificate at time of registration.
For additional information and online registration, go to www.southbeltsoccer.org
SBYSC is a non-profit, all volunteer organization run by parents for the kids.

FREE Registration for any player who brings in a team sponsor

Registration fees are as follows:

Ages as of 7/31/2009 Fees Online
U5-U8 (4,5,6,7) $80 $60 \ /
U9 & U10 $85 $65 e
% ) &

Ul1 & Older $90 $70 %) R %

Z\*

F. GHES.
Late fee of $10 will be assessed after Feb. Ist, 2010. e

THE SAGEMEADOW MUD BUILDING IS LOCATED AT: 10755 HALL Rbp.

Visit us online @ www.southbeltleader.com

CALENDAR

HELP WANTED

THURSDAY, JAN. 14
7 a.m.

AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United
Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for information,

or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.

NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse — meets the second Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. at
the Lighthouse Fellowship of Friends, 144 Park Avenue in League City. The public is welcome and
encouraged to bring others to the interdenominational meeting.

11:30 a.m.

ABWA - Southeast Express Network — American Business Women’s Association-South meets on
the second Thursday of each month at MiMi’s Cafe in the Pearland Town Center, 11200 Broadway
Street, #1600. Lunch is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost is $20 and includes networking with professional
business women, lunch and guest speaker. Women of all ages and occupations are invited. Bring
plenty of business cards. Reservations are appreciated. Contact Monica Perez at mlynnperez2002 @
yahoo.com for reservations, or visit the Web site at www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon

Houston Area Parkinson Society — Free water exercise from noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake
Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a com-

plete list of services offered.
Al-Anon -

Meets every Thursday from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church

Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 111. For information, call 281-487-8787.

6:30 p.m.

St. Luke The Evangelist Catholic Church Tutoring — St. Luke’s offers tutoring classes Tuesdays
from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the church located at 11011 Hall Road. For
more information, call 281-484-1397 or e-mail joe_pavlicek@yahoo.com.

8:30 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous — Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30
p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, JAN. 15
7 am.

AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday. from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United
Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for information,

or just drop in.

Continued on Page 4B

PEARLAND ORTHODONTIST
is accepting applications for an
Orthodontic Assistant.

Call Carol for appointment

281-485-6003

JAQAGAGAGAGAGAGA GGG GG OXSXSXS

Need help around the office?

Place an ad in the Leader’s Help
Wanted section and you will be
sure to find all the help you need.

Call the Leader today!
281-481-5656
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REAL ESTATE

/\I
Southbelt

TAX CREDIT AVAIL-

ABLE- 10% Of Sales Price
Up To $8,000 For 1st Time
Buyers Or Persons Not
Owning A Home In The Last
3 Years. Move Up Buyers
Can Receive Up To $6,500.
Call For Details

PIENSA COMPRAR o
vender su casa, aqui esta-
mos para servirles
FORECLOSED HOMES
are available at attractive
prices. Call us.
THINKING OF
SELLING? Chances are
you'll be pleasantly sur-
prised at the value of your
home. Call today & ask for
our FREE estimate of your
property’s value!

FOR LEASE: Lleague
City- Charming 3-2-2 Split
Bedroom Plan. Large Den
W/ High Ceiling, FP, Large
Backyard. $1,195/mo. Plus
Equal Deposit.
PASADENA: 714 Finfrock-
Beautiful 3  Bedroom,
Modern Kitchen, Fireplace,
Custom Cabinets, Updated
Appliances, Wiring, Roof,

« Serving all Southeast Areas

« Specializing In New and Resale Homes
* Quality Service Award Winning Office
* Se Habla Espariol

281-481-9000
10914 Fuqua
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

Fireplace, Vaulted Ceilings
InDen, L ms, Fresh
Paint,a d, Shows
Like a*lodel Home. Built In
2000. $140,000.
KIRKWOOD: Attractive
4-2-2D, Formals, Den, FP,
Breakfgs w Carpet,
Fresh$ Tile In
Kitchell & Baths, Screened
Patio, Beautiful Backyard,
$124,000.

SCARSDALE: Beautiful
Updated 3-2-2, Fresh Paint
Inside & Out, Huge Den W/
High C , New
Coun- teg ﬁmtchen
Ceramic Tile, Laminate In
Bedrooms, Covered Patio.
$122,500.

FOR LEASE: Sabo
Townhome, Nice 3-2.5-2D,
Formals, Den, All Bedrooms
Up, 2 Car Garage and
Opener, Decked Patio. 2074
sq. ft. per HCAD. $995/
Month Plus Equal Deposit.
Water, Sewer, Trash
Included.

BEVERLY HILLS: Nice 3
Bedroom Re-built After Fire,
New Sheetrock Cabinets,

Plumbing, Fixtures & More.
Washer, Dryer, Refrigerator
Included. $99,800.
BRIDGEGATE:
Formal Living/

Granite, |th Tile
Backs es Floor-
ing, Air/Heat, Appl|ances

Double Pane Windows,
Hardi-Plank On Exterior,

3-2-2
Dining,

Thinking Of Selling??...

Call for our FREE
ESTIMATE OF YOUR PROPERTY’S VALUE!

New Roof, Fence & More.

$107,500. 1
BEVERLY HILLS- '
Remodeled é H
Oversi Fresh 1
Paint I Ceramic H
Tile And Laminate Flooring, ~~ 1
New Carpet, Nw Appliances, Ss< !

On Large Lot. $112.500.
SAGEMONT: Nice 3-2-2,
Formal Living, n Large
BedrocﬁQ Walk-In
Closet ach Bedroom,
Covered Patio, Storage
Shed, Above Ground Pool
With Deck. $110,000.
CLEARWOOD LAND-
ING: Beautiful 3-2-2 Split
Bedroom Plan, 10’ Ceilings,
Garden Tub with Seperate
Shower, Modern decor,
arches & More. $126,900.
CEDARWILD TOWN-
HOME: Like New 2
Bedroom, 1.5 Bath
Townhome Rebuilt After
Fire With Energy saving
Features, Porcelain Tile On
First Floor and All Wet
Areas, Berber Carpet in
Bedroom Private Patios.
$69,500.

GULF PALMS: 3-1-2 With
Large Den Addition, Fresh
Paint Inside & Out, New
Carpet, Storage Shed on
Large Lot. $89,000.

Need Help |
Finding Your
Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifieds

Be Your
‘Guide!

'p [
andra & Laura Yandell LLC
“The Sold Team”

CALL US ABOUT TAX CREDITS
FOR BUYERS!
Deadlines have been extended -
Don’t miss out!!

INTEREST RATES ARE AT HISTORIC LOWS!

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING A HOME...

—

CALL:

“THE SOLD TEAM!”

Re/Max Top Realty

281-464-SOLD (7653) @, =

*BEVERLY HILLS - Lovely 3-2-2, 2 Story, Ceramic
Tile, Formal Living, Covered Patio! #HOFF

*CLEARWOOD CROSSING- Reduced! Great 3-2-
2, almost new, pre-foreclosure, priced to sell! $108,000.

*RIVERSTON

E RANCH- Stunning 4-2-2 W/

Game Room or 3 Bedroom W/Study! Gorgeous Kitchen
W/Skylight, Wood Laminate Flooring, Ceramic Tile, Both
Formals! WOW! #CLIF

*SAGEMONT

PARK- Lovely 3-2-2 With Both

Formals Or Study, Sun Room, Wood Laminate, Tile,

Custom Kitchen,

Pool! #WICK

*SCARSDALE- Great Starter Home! 4-1.5-1 Very Well
Cared For. New Roof, Recent Paint, Looks Great!

#FMEAD

www.soutbeltleader.com

CALENDAR

AUTOMOTIVE
FOR SALE: ‘84 BLAZER 4X4, not
running, & ‘93 GMC Safari van,
needs transmission work. Both for
$1,500 as is OBO. Please call
832-526-7269. TF
‘02 TOYOTA RAV4, P/W, P/L, auto,
excellent condition. Kelley Blue
Book trade-in value, $7,500. 832-
444-7664. 1-21

Continued from Page 3B

10 am.
Free Line Dance Class — The Friendswood Senior Citizen
Program offers free line dancing classes. The class is held at
the activity building, located at 416 Morningside. All area senior
citizens, 55 or older, are invited. Previous experience not required.
For more information, call 281-482-8441.
Noon
Moving Forward Women’s Adult Children Anonymous — The
ACA group meets Fridays at noon at the Up The Street Club in
Webster, 508 Nasa Parkway, in room 4. ACA is a 12-step program
of hope, healing and recovery for people who grew up in alcoholic
or dysfunctional homes. For more information, call 281-286-1431.
SATURDAY, JAN. 16
6 p.m.
Frontier Squares — Meets to square dance at the Westminster
Academy at 670 E. Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Refreshments
provided. For more information, contact Gina Sherman at 281-554-
5675 or visit www.frontiersquares.com.
7 p.m.
Bay Area Bluegrass Association — Produces a bluegrass music
show and jam session the third Saturday of each month, May and
December are exceptions. The stage show begins at 7 p.m., but
pickers are welcome to bring their instruments and come earlier.
Admission is free. The show is held at the Johnny Arolfo Civic
Center, 300 Walker in League City. For more information, visit www.
bayareabluegrass.org.
SUNDAY, JAN 17
p.m.
Grief Support Group — For any adult who has lost a loved one.
Meets every Sunday, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas
from 2 to 3:15 p.m. at First United Methodist Church Pasadena,
1062 Fairmont Parkway. For more information, call 281-487-8787.
8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — Alcohol problems? AA meetings are
held Sundays and Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.
MONDAY, JAN. 18
7 am.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday.
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena,
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.
9am.
Houston Area Parkinson Society — Free exercise and speech
therapy from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital,
655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for
a complete list of services offered.
Noon
Free Exercise Class — Basic low impact aerobic classes on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at noon at the Sagemont
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road. Registration is required.
For more information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.
6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 — Meets every Monday at the IHOP on Fuqua
from 6 to 9 p.m. All who enjoy the game or want to learn to play are
invited to join. For more information, call 281-488-2923.
6:30 p.m.
Civil Air Patrol Meeting — Weekly at Ellington Field in the Civil Air
Patrol Building. Call 281-484-1352 and leave a message for more
information.
7 p.m.
Grief Support Group — “Friends Helping Friends” meets every
Monday from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehab Hospital, 655 E.
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Those who have lost a spouse or
other loved one are invited to participate. For information, call Betty
Flynn at 281-474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.
The Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. — Meets the third
week of each month at the Clear Lake Park Building, 5001 NASA
Parkway. Guests welcome. Designed to promote education and
popular interest in the various earth sciences, hobbies dealing with
the art of lapidaries and the science of minerals and fossils.
TUESDAY, JAN. 19

7 am.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday.
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena,
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

11 am.
The Bay Area Military Officers’ Wives — hold monthly luncheon
meetings on the third Tuesday of each month. Meetings are held at
Bay Oaks Country Club from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Active duty or retired
officers’ wives are eligible. For information, call Patt Simon at 832-
221-2696 or Wendy Peters at 281-333-3115.

Noon
Free Exercise Class — Basic low impact aerobic classes on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at noon at the Sagemont
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road. Registration is required.
For more information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.

1pm.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum — Exhibits include diora-
mas, an old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office.
Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 5 p.m. 204 S. Main, Pasadena.
For information, call 713-472-0565.

1:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society — Free exercise and speech
therapy from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at Bayshore Sports Medicine and
Rehabilitation Center, 4021 Brookhaven, Pasadena. Visit www.
hapsonline.org for a complete list of services offered.
6:30 p.m

Clear Lake Toastmasters Club — Meets at the Clear Lake Church
of Christ, 938 El Dorado Blvd. Call Jerry Tate at 281-481-5417 for
information.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) — Meets at Sagemont
Recreation Center, 11507 Hughes. For information, call Erma
Coskey at 713-946-6049.
Pearland Area Republican Women’s Club — meets the third
Tuesday of the month at the Pearland Church of Christ Annex,
2217 N. Grand Blvd. in Pearland. For more information, call 281-
485-4140 or 281-485-1431.

7 p.m.
St. Luke The Evangelist Catholic Church Tutoring — St. Luke’s
offers tutoring classes Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the church located at 11011 Hall Road.
For more information, call 281-484-1397 or e-mail joe_pavlicek@
yahoo.com.
The Compassionate Friends — TCF meets on the third Tuesday
of every month at 7 p.m. at the Friendswood United Methodist
Church, 110 N. Friendswood Dr. in Room 2351. TCF is a nonde-
nominational, self-help organization offering friendship, support
and understanding to bereaved families who have lost a son,
daughter or sibling. For information, call 281-332-2887 or 281-
992-0145.
Positive Interaction Program — meets the third Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital,
11800 Astoria, in the staff meeting room 1st floor. Bring a friend
or neighbor and work together to make PIP the best in the city.
PIP consists of police and citizens working together to help make
neighborhoods safer. For more information, call Officer Randy Derr
at 281-218-3900.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center — Weekly
sexual assault support group offers a confidential self-help support
group for victim/survivors of rape and sexual abuse. To attend or for
more information, call 281-286-2525.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — Alcohol problems? AA meetings are
held Tuesdays and Sundays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 20

7 am.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday.
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena,
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.

10 am.

LAWN &

GARDEN

Hamiltop
Tree Service

Custom Tree Pruning, Take-
Down & Removal, Hauling,
Clean Gutters, Lots Mowed

FREE ESTIMATES
Over 35 Years Experience
Martin Hamilton

713-991-6337

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or
Give Your Home a New Look

RES K 25
Garden Wg
Tip of the Week
Remember to cover
your outdoor plants

when temperatures
reach near freezing.

Pressure Washing ¢ Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees * Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIVIATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

TEXAS TREE TRIMMING
832-736-9777

Eric Anthony UHCL1991 « Dobie 1983

CALL TODAY/!

Tree Removar © Stump Removat © Fire Woon/ Bareeaue Woop
o Tree TRIMMING © ToppiING © Haut OFF © PRUNING © SHAPING

832-768-6292 - 281-922-4787

Turn those unwanted items in your
garage and closets into cash. Bring
ads into Leader office by Tuesday or
use the mail slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer ® 281-481-5656

Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2 — Free monthly
gardening educational programs meet on the third Wednesday of
each month. The programs are at 10 a.m. at Clear Lake Park in
the meeting room located at 5001 Nasa Parkway, Seabrook (on
the south side of the lake). The programs are free and open to the
public. For information, call 281-991-8437 or visit the Web site at
www.hcmgap?2.tamu.edu.
11:30 a.m.
Hobby Airport Lions Club — meets at 11:30 a.m. on the first and
third Wednesday of the month. Meetings are held at the Golden
Corral at Fuqua and 1-45. E-mail HobbyAirportLions @ gmail.com
for more information.
Noon
Free Exercise Class — Basic low impact aerobic classes on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at noon at the Sagemont
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road. Registration is required.
For more information, call Beatrice at 281-922-2343.
4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society — Free exercise held from 4 to
5 p.m. at First Baptist Church of Pearland, 3005 Pearland Parkway,
Pearland. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of services
offered.
6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center — Domestic
violence support group for male survivors meets each Wednesday
at 210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway. Call 281-338-7600 for informa-
tion. Participants may join at any time as this is an open group.
7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group — The Southeast Houston
group meets the first and third Wednesday of each month. The
group offers support and coping skills in a non-threatening envi-
ronment to adult individuals who have lost a loved one to suicide.
For information on registration or to obtain a physical address for a
location, call 713-533-4500 or visit www.crisishotline.org.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center — Confidential
domestic violence support group for women meets every week. For
information, call 281-338-7600 or visit www.bayareaturningpoint.
com. BATP is located at 210 S. Walnut off NASA Parkway between
Interstate 45 South and Highway 3. The 24-hour crisis hotline is
281-286-2525.
THURSDAY, JAN. 21
7 a.m.
AA Meeting — “Breakfast With Bill” each Monday through Friday.
from 7 to 8 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church Pasadena,
1062 Fairmont Parkway, Room 114. Call 281-487-8787 for informa-
tion, or just drop in.
Noon
Houston Area Parkinson Society — Free water exercise from
noon to 1 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E.
Medical Center Blvd. in Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a
complete list of services offered.
Al-Anon - Meets every Thursday from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway,
Room 111. For information, call 281-487-8787.
5:30 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (Southeast) Chapter — A
social group interested in the culture, music, heritage and lan-
guage of the immigrants in early German settlements in Texas.
Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310
Scarsdale Blvd. Visitors are welcome. Call 281-481-1238 for more
information.
6:30 p.m.
St. Luke The Evangelist Catholic Church Tutoring — St. Luke’s
offers tutoring classes Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the church located at 11011 Hall Road.
For more information, call 281-484-1397 or e-mail joe_pavlicek@
yahoo.com.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous — Alcohol problems? AA meetings are
held Thursdays from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays
from 8 to 9 p.m. at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta
Street. For information, call 713-204-2481.

et
3 Smuth el

- Graphics & Iﬂrmtmg
One stop for all
your wedding needs:
Invitations

Reception Cards
Respond Cards
Thank You Notes
Match Books
Scrolls ¢ Napkins

11555 Beamer
281-484-4337

STORAGE
BOATS, RV’s, CARS

+ Concrete floors
+ Electricity « Water

PATENTED ANTI-AGING & ener-
gy complex. Immune system
booster. Guaranteed weight loss
program. Patent-pending energy
mix without caffeine. Tim 310-303-
9656. TF
HOME CAREGIVER OR
Companion for you or your special
senior relative. Hourly-over night
or live-in. Private pay. Call Linda
for services provided. 832-338-
4819. 1-28

* FOR SALE

‘84 BLAZER 4X4 - Not running &

25 stall - 65 ‘93 GMC Safari van - Needs transmission work
30’ stall - °80 BOTH FOR $1,500 AS IS 0BO

7139437172 | £ Pplease call 832-526-7269
CHILD CARE

MS. CATHY’S REGISTERED
Family Home Daycare has open-
ings for after-school children.
Transportation available to local
schools. 25 years experience. For
information please call: 281-380-
2936. 1-28
MS. SHEILA'S LOVING CARE is
accepting children, newborn thru
preschool. First aid, CPR, reason-
able rates, over 20 yrs. experi-
ence. 281-922-4340. 1-14
MS. SHERRY’S Registered Home
Day Care. School age children,
transportation to area schools.
713-941-3032. 1-21

COMPUTER
Southbelt-Data-Systems - Hard
Drive Data Recovery - Linux
Installation. 10909 Sabo, Suite
120, 281-922-4160. E-mail: sds@

MEDICAL OFFICE
SPACE FOR LEASE

Near Memorial Hermann
Southeast Hospital

Up to 5,000 sq. ft.
Call:

281-484-5587

walkerlaw.com. TF
YOUR FRIENDLY Neighborhood
Computer Guy - New hard drive,
hardware, upgrades, increase
memory, wireless setup & home
networking. Complete computer
scan for viruses, spyware &
adware. $35. 713-987-9189. 2-4

SERVICE

HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED on
the job or in an automobile acci-
dent? The company doctor or
insurance company doctor is not
your doctor. He works for the
company. In Texas you get to
choose your doctor. Call me, Dr.
Michael Stokes for your free con-
sultation. 281-481-1623. | will work
for you. I have been relieving back
and neck pain for South Belt fami-
lies for over 25 years. | want to be
your chiropractor. TF

LOST & FOUND

LOST - Male puppy, pug/mixed.
Dark brown, tiger striped, black
mask. Missed dearly. If found
please call Mia, 281-481-5511.
1-14
LOST MILBY HIGH SCHOOL
class ring. Lost Dec. 3, 2009. Gold
with blue stone. Reward. 713-201-
7167. TF

MISCELLANEOUS
DESIGNER COMFORTER & bed-
room decor. Many styles & sizes to
choose from. Call to view our cata-
log today. Payment plans and lay-
away available. 281-896-1002.

1-28
MUST SELL: Boflex Extreme 2,
excellent condition, all accesso-
ries included, just in time for new
year. 713-946-1003. 1-14

PETS
2 LAB PUPPIES FOR SALE! $50
each. One girl & one boy. Both are
yellow. Very sweet and playful!
Please call for details. 832-533-
7666. TF

REAL ESTATE
4-2-2, |g. den, Ig. fenced yard, for-
mals. $1,250 mo. plus deposit &
credit check. 832-444-7664. 1-21
FOR LEASE: 3-2-2 in Sagemont,
fenced yard, $1,000 first & last
month, $300 deposit. 281-485-
9608. 1-28
OBAMA BUCKS! Home-buyer tax
credit available! For more info. call
James Coate with Prudential Gary
Greene. 832-814-4326. 1-14
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January
17, 1-4 p.m. 9007 Clear Meadow
Lane, Houston, 77089. 4-2-3 one-
story home. Call James Coate for
more information: 832-814-4326.

1-14
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January
17, 1-4 p.m. 12402 Oriole Lake
Way, Houston, 77089. 3-2-2 two-
story townhome. Call James Coate
for more information: 832-814-
4326. 1-14
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January
17,1-4 p.m. 11531 Brook Meadow,
Houston, 77089. 3-2-2 two-story
home. Call James Coate for more

information: 832-814-4326. 1-14

Additional SERVICE
Ads on page 5B

FREE baseboard with
first cleaning!

$20 OFF
2nd Cleaning!

Affordable Home Improvements
INTERIOR EXTERIOR

MISS HAI;IE'

281-922-0987

D

Cabinets Hardi Plank Siding
Crown Modeling Fascia-Soffit
Int. Doors Ext. Doors
Wood-Ceramic Floors Patio Covers
Sheetrock Roofing
Painting

832-588-4489
We Clean Houses...

LANDSCAPING & LAWN CARE

-

281.997.2711

weclean3@comcast.net | www.wecleanyourway.com

Let the Leaden /Zs[p

with your ac[us’zﬁéééng

Call
281-481-5656

SERVICE
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SERVIC

Leader Reader Ads
25 Words for $8
3 Weeks for $21

AIR CONDITIONING

& HEATING SERVICE

SALES % SERVICE  INSTALLATION

$25

One coupon per household.

YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL

Not valid with any other offer.

ABA

Furnace Safety
Inspections

100% Financing Available For Qualified Buyers
12 Months No Interest! No Payment!

Hayden Cooling &
Heating Service, Inc.

281-481-391

i
| visa’
L TACLB4351C

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE or A/C
CHECK-UP

$39.95

Will Tell You What

* Some Limitations Apply

ATRWMASTERS

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Sales & Service

Is Wrong With Your
ALL WORK GUARANTEED System If Anything.
281-484-3986
Residential Only
* Financing Available WE SERVICE ALL MAKES
* Radio Dispatched WE GIVE A FREE 2ND
OPINION ON
TACL #B00567SE NEW EQUIPMENT
LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www. Your CompleteHomeCare.com
We have been Same 713-944-5257

Name & Phone

Number Since 1991 Quality Work - Dependable

Free Estimates - References

Painting Interior
& Exterior
Additions - Kitchens

If you want a

Quality Job
we are the

ones for you

Siding All Types - Floors

Conversions - Patios — Fences

Concrete - Carpentry Work
Bathrooms - Garages 0

wner: Myron Lewis
Please Check Us Out — We Are Here To Stay

7 Day Service * No Overtime Carrier ] E

Plumbing

281-48

Turn to the Experts

You Can Count ON Us

Owned & Operated by Alan O’Neill
MPL#20628

CUS

Company

9-7200

John 8:12 <>

Lighthouse Electric
£ Office 281-464-7156
Cell 713-530-0833

Located in the South Belt area
J.R. Gibbs, Owner

Licensed ° Insured

t

TECL# 19197

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley
’76 Dobie Grad

q\Mos’erCard -!

* Vinyl
¢ Hardi Board
Siding

ELK/=

Premlum Rooﬁng
e p

Tkeo

Almeda
Paint Co.

281-481-9683

TACLB1954E

South Belt

AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

* Radio Dispatched ¢ 7 Day Service * Visit our Showroom

Free Estimates on New Equipment

Amertcam Stamdord.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

‘/ N 100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

281-484-1818 4403 F.
GET IT TODAY!

M.2351

v Sink, Yard Drain and
Sewer Stoppage

v Faucet, Water & Gas Leaks
v Pipe Breaks
v Back Flow Preventers

Helpis on
the way!

$30 of f

any service repair

W Jarrell
. Plumbing-

A Direct Energy: Company

713.747 HELP

www.JarrellPlumbing.com

v Remodeling Tubs
& Showers

v Water Heaters, Garbage
Disposals, Toliets
& Fixtures

yyyyyy

Intecior, Extetior painfing REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS \.
sheetrock repair, pressure
washing, front doorrefinishing f | A1 . "*om -~ -~ -~ -~~~ - —~— == 7 h @ . @
Fgree Estimates : OOL 4 I, -l | BBB #Mmm BBB
281 2‘;;_’5‘;14 Q 0 g E $35 H eat | ' Air ConDITIONING & HEATING J
'8 1 < — >
D & i F Special
(73) o 1 urnace speciats
— | %enc £ INSpection
Adve r tlS e V\ _____________ a We will beat most competitors’ prices. 100% customer satisfaction.
° Lic. TACL23730E, Insured, and BBB b
mn the Heating & Air 7 1 3 = 6 4 9 = 2 6 6 5 N www.airstrerzllsmufwsjrr’lvice.commem -
Leadero’ Conditioning WWW'co?sl\'ajglﬁhesll:?:iiffS.co'll‘}(lfl‘B 28564E Call . 28 1 '48 1 '6308 A’"a"a
F ° ° H !
WILL-CO PLUMBING L Morgan’s Janitor Service Termite & Pest Control @E 8-
L 19638 ¢ Roaches ¢ Rats ¢ Mice ® Spiders Appliance Repair

Commercial e Industrial e Residential

Sewer & Drain Cleaning, Emergency Water Leak Repairs,
Toilet Repair or Replacement, Garbage Disposal Installation,
Backflow Certification & Repair, Gas Testing,

Water Heater Repair or Replacement

281-412-5990

Where There's A Will, There's A Way

e |

Triple M Plumbing

Master License # 8069

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover II1
Cell 281-455-1175

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

We service all major
home appliances.
Our Professional

Technicians will
provide you with
service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777

SaME DAY SERVICE

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways ¢ Patios ¢ Sidewalks ¢ Repairs

¢y Additions ¢ Pool Fill-ins  Etc.
BBB WE ARE INSURED

T Office 281-484-7712

www.houstonconcrete.us
We also do hauling.

JIM GREEN

REMODELING

Residential & Commercial

Kitchens  Bathtubs « Room Additions ¢ Fireplace Mantels
Cabinets, Etc. « Theater Rooms * Doors « Trim - All Types

J.C. HOME RENOVATIONS

Repair & Remodeling
Guaranteed Quality Work * Bonded & Insured
Flood Damage & Insurance Claims

ROOFING HARDI-PLANK
CONCRETE
PAINTING
CARPENTRY
FLOORS

281-484-8121

SHEETROCK
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
POWER WASHING

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor
EXTERIOR / INTERIOR
* ROOFING ¢ CUSTOM BATH / KITCHENS * SIDING
* SHEETROCK WORK ¢ FENCES « ROOM ADDITIONS
o ALL TYPE FLOORING ¢ CONCRETE * PAINTING
REFERENCES ¢ 30+ YRS. EXP.

281-487-2234 * 713-817-5505

w CAVAZOS ELECTRIC

“Fast, Friendly Service at a Discount Price”
Llcensed & Insured * Residential & Commercial

Master Electrician - Call Joe @

m=e- 713-302-5742—__#

TECL* 2567

BROWN'’S PAINTING SERVICE

Old-Fashioned Service
Free Estimates

Gary Brown 281-488-3361

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

 All Tax Preparations
* Financial Statement Preparation
* Monthly Accounting Services
¢ Individual & Business Tax Planning
* Payroll & Other Related Services

231-481-4184

A & M DRYWALL

o Sheetrock © Painting * Demolition  Tile * Fences

Call for a Free Estimate 281-642-2939
Alvaro Bravo

DECK TECH FENCES

www.DeckTechFences.com

832-297-3339

99% of our fences withstood Hurricane lke

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing
One Time Jobs or Contracts
Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

¢ Ants ¢ Fleas ¢ Termites ¢ Silverfish
A

Any season in Houston
» is bug season.
* Residential ¢ Commercial

TERMITE SPECIALIST

ANY SEASON

= PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

(281) 484-6740

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

H
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J&M SERVICE CO.

A Complete Service Company
Seuce 1
Specmllzmg in Bath & Kitchen Remodels=

* CERAMIC TILE * TUB & SHOWER
* WOOD FLOORS CONVERSIONS
* GRANITE * MEET ADA STANDARDS

* CULTURED MARBLE * SAFETY GRIP BARS
* PLUMBING * COMPLETE REMODELS

281-481-1022
281-235-8073

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

A LR
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TFree Eotimates
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Service
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Complete Plumbing * Repair Service © Jet Out Sewers

713-643- 7228

ML 17449
Se Habla Espanol

Al Majnr Credit Cards Accepted

S- =

s I e

r — = -EAKIN- - — -

| PLUMBING |

“If it’s Leaking Call Eakin”
% SVC & Repair Specialists -
SOl . Aivin & Surrounding Areas  [RRCU
AN - Licensed & Insured - #MPL 3788 [QLEZIS I

o B 71 3.540.321 5=,

E SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
% Will Beat Most Estimates

BATHROOM REMODELING [
WATER DAMAGE REPAIR |-

« Ceramic TILE « PAINTING - INT./ExT. + Crown MouLping

« PLumMBING + Rotren Woon/Doors
« SEAMLESS GUTTERS « SHeeT Rock
« GeNerAL Home RepaIRs + Hari Boarp

Area References — Insured

Jim Elder ¢ 281-484-2685

E-mail: sbeltserunes @sw bell.net

[Greater Houston Remodeling
and Handy Man Service

® Room Additions e Concrete Drives
® Decks ® Patios ® Kitchen & Bath
e Home Maintenance ® Floorings
eHardy Board e
All “Honey Do’s” list
Call John: 281-630-0011 34 Yrs Exp.

Additional
Service

Ads on
page 4B

Repair - Servicing

* All Brands
* 35 Years Sears Exp.

* Best Service %
* Best Price %
Call Jack

281-286-0907

Garage Door Problems?
can Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Garage Doors & Openers

713-784-4238

I
VisA'

MasterGard
— .

Repair/Replacement

281-480-8898
JESSE CONSTRUCTION

* Roofing * Fencing * Carpentry ° Tile
¢ Painting ¢ Siding * Sheetrock * Room Addition

832-646-4735

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands

25 Years
Experience

281-585-5693
ELECTRIC

REPAIRS &

INSTALLATIONS
* Free Estimates
* Senior Citizen Disc.
* No Service Charge
* Res./Comm.
* Master Electrician
* Insured
« TECL#21246

o

nLaErnR o
o We accept most major credit cards.  MEMBER

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS.

Marcus Gonzales
Construction “&%
Home Repair
& Remodeling
10207 Kirkwren Dr.

Custom Cabinets Installed

Pgr. 713-786-5910
Ph. 281-464-9037

KW Painting
« Interior/Exterior Painting
* Environmental Friendly Paint

* Sheetrock Repair
and Texturing

* Minor Carpentry
* Cabinet Refinishing
* Pressure Washing
* Hardy Plank Installation
* Fencing
References Available

Free Estimates
281.773-3991 » 281.481.0428

{5 CENTURION

ELECTRIC COMPANY

TECL #17205
Low Rates

281-482-9180
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PISD boys’ tourney debuts

Thanks to plenty of hard
work from the district’s
boys’ soccer coaches and
players, the Pasadena In-
dependent School District

is joining the 2010 tourna-
ment roundup.

The first-ever Pasadena
Cup Invitational will be
held Jan. 14-16 at Newcomb

Jan. 14 games

Jan. 15 games

Jan. 14 games — at Newcomb

Noon — Memorial vs. Tomball

2 p.m. — Atascocita vs. Bay. Sterling
4 p.m. — Dobie vs. Klein Forest

6 p.m. — Rayburn vs. Alief Elsik

8 p.m. — Clear Creek vs. Lamar

Noon — South Houston vs. Cy-Ridge
2 p.m. — Nimitz vs. Elsik

4 p.m. — Pasadena vs. Westfield

6 p.m. — Clear Lake vs. Channelview
8 p.m. — Clear Brook vs. Klein Oak

Jan. 15 games — at Newcomb

Noon — Dobie vs. Lamar

2 p.m. — Klein Oak vs. Alief Taylor
4 p.m. — Pasadena vs. Clear Lake
6 p.m. — South Houston vs. Nimitz
8 p.m. — Elsik vs. Cy Ridge

Noon — Memorial vs. Bay. Sterling
2 p.m. — Tomball vs. Atascocita

4 p.m. — Klein Forest vs. Clear Creek
6 p.m. — Rayburn vs. Clear Brook

8 p.m. — Westfield vs. Channelview

Jan. 16 games — at Dobie

10 a.m. — Cy-Ridge vs. Nimitz
Noon — Dobie vs. Clear Creek

Jan. 16 games — at Memorial

10 a.m. — Memorial vs. Atascocita
Noon - Alief Taylor vs. Clear Brook

Jan. 16 trophy games — at Newcomb

— at Auxiliary

— at Auxiliary

Brook varsity girls
at Katy I-10 Shootout

Brook vs. Bryan
Thursday, Jan. 14, 4 p.m.

Visit www.I-10shootout.org

Dobie varsity girls

at Pearland tourn.

Dobie vs. Clear Creek
Pearland High School (North)
Thursday, Jan. 14, 4 p.m.

Dobie vs. Oak Ridge
The Rig, Pearland
Friday, Jan. 15, 11 a.m.

Dobie vs. Oak Ridge
Pearland High School (North)
Saturday, Jan. 16, 8 a.m.

Tisby, Tran

pace Horns

during Chavez opener

Charles  Tisby (242
pounds) and Dorthy Tran
(165 pounds) won their
weight divisions, leading a
strong Dobie contingent at
the season-opening pow-
erlifting meet at Houston
Chavez Jan. 9.

Tisby’s teammate, Jus-
tin Rice was second in
the 242-pound division
while Ashante Josesh (220
pounds) and Michael Mc-
Donald (198 pounds) both
came through with second-
place finishes.

Overall, Dobie’s varsity
team placed fifth among the

16 teams in the competi-
tion.

Tran, a 2009 regional
qualifier, was in midseason
form as she won her weight
class.

Other top finishers in-
cluded  Faith  Roberts
(second at 181 pounds),
Brianna Jamison (third at
181 pounds), Megan Sny-
der (third at 132 pounds),
Madelyn Garcia (fourth at
148 pounds) and Christina
Dorantes (fifth at 148).

Dobie was fourth as a
team with only six athletes
competing.

Dobie powerlifting schedule
Date Location Teams
Jan. 27 Texas City JV B/G
Jan. 28 Texas City Var. B/G
Feb. 3 Galveston Ball J.V.B/G
Feb. 4 Santa Fe Var. B/G
Feb. 17 Hitchcock J.V. B/G
Feb. 18 Hitchcock Var. B/G

Field, Auxiliary Stadium
and the Dobie and Memo-
rial high school campuses.

The tournament was
made possible due to the
fundraising efforts of the
boys’ soccer programs in
the district.

PISD athletics officials
were on board with the idea
for the tournament when it
was presented by the coach-
es, but there was a catch.

Fundraising would be
needed to support the costs
of the event, and the re-
spective coaches and teams
would have to do it. Mission
accomplished.

The PISD Cup is all set
to go, and the 20-team field
includes each of the PISD
schools as well as several
area soccer powers.

“Each of the head coach-
es in the district (Jess White
at Pasadena, Scott Macneish
at Memorial, Bijan Timjani
at Sam Rayburn and Augus-
tin Loredo at South Houston)
and their players deserve
the credit,” said Dobie head
coach Jesse Saavedra, who
added that the Longhorns
certainly did their part.

“The tournament was our
idea (as coaches), and we
were responsible for raising
the funds. We were able to
put it together.”

The remaining teams
include Clear Brook, Clear
Creek, Clear Lake, Chan-
nelview, Elsik, Alief Taylor,
Nimitz, Lamar, Baytown
Sterling, Klein Oak, West-
field, Atascocita, Cypress
Ridge, Klein Forest and
Tomball.

Pool play will involve
five 4-team divisions, and
the trophy games will be
played Jan. 16.

Saavedra, whose Dobie
team entered the season as
one of the top-ranked in the
region, hopes the tourna-
ment has a long life.

“This is the first one,
but it’s certainly something
we want to see carried on,”
Saavedra said.

“We appreciate our dis-
trict giving us the thumbs up
to proceed with the tourna-
ment, and we appreciate all
of the kind supporters who
stepped up to make this pos-
sible for all of these young
players.”

The Dobie varsity boys’ soccer team got off to a great start in the Friendswood/
Pearland tournament, winning the Pool A championship game with a 3-1 win
over Clear Creek. Members of the team are, left to right, (front row) Jose
Armenta, Sergio Martinez, Omar Arreguin, Irving Garza, Adrian Ramirez,
‘Walter Anoruo, Jose Gonzalez, Raul Jimenez, Edwin Padilla, Jose Balvaneda,

Dobie boys, Brook girls’ soccer unbeaten in openers

Continued from Page 1B
straight trip to the final in
the Pearland/Friendswood
combo event finally brought
a championship trophy.

Taking on Clear Creek
in the pool A title game, the
Longhorns struck early with
a goal and kept the pressure
on. The Wildcats tallied a
late goal, Dobie’s first al-
lowed of the season, but by
then Dobie was in control.

“We played well as a
team and created a lot of
chances for ourselves,”
Saavedra said. “We were
then able to take advantage
of those chances by scor-
ing.”

Forward Raul Jimenez
got things going for the
Longhorns as he took a
corner kick from Omar Ar-
reguin and tucked away the
goal just five minutes into
the action.

Fifteen minutes later,
Dobie went back to work in

the Clear Creek end as mid-
fielder Pedro Mares sent a
cross to Walter Anorou,
who sent a one-touch shot
past the Wildcats” keeper
for a 2-0 lead.

Clear Creek narrowed
the gap to 2-1 in the 70th
minute of play, but the
Longhorns were not to be
denied.

In the final minute, Ar-
reguin, who opened the
season with nine points,
including four goals, locked
up the victory as he broke
free from a Creek defender
and beat the keeper for a
goal.

Dobie’s road to the fi-
nal was paved with the use
of solid tactics and athleti-
cism. In the opener against
Galveston  Ball, Dobie
dominated the action for
most of the game on both
ends but had to get a goal
from Arregiun on an assist
from Jose Gonzalez to take

the 1-0 victory. Sophomore
goalkeeper Jose Balvadena
earned the shutout in the
nets for the Longhorns. The
conditions for the opener
were poor.

It was plenty cold, and
the stiff winds were a prob-
lem, so much so that on
Jan. 8, Sharpstown forfeited
its game against Dobie af-
ter Houston Independent
School  District officials
cancelled all events due to
the threat of freezing condi-
tions. Dobie thus took a 1-0
forfeit.

Playing for a chance at
the finals against Fort Bend
Hightower, the Longhorns
were ready to play Jan. 9.

Arregiun had a pair of
goals, and Jimenez and An-
oruo also scored while Bal-
vaneda gained his second
shutout. In the end, Dobie
walked off the field with an
easy 4-0 victory.

Defensively, Adrian

(middle row) David Fraga (manager), Patricio Cedillo, Eduardo Feria, Leon-
ardo Gallegos, Janluca Rodriguez, Carlos Rivas, Pedro Mares, Omar Luna,
Douglas Leighton, Julian Romero, Aaron Mathews (volunteer coach) and Josue
Montoya (manager), (back row) assistant coach Ryan Peel, head coach Jesse
Saavedra and Angel Garciatejada (manager).

Ramirez, Julian Romero,
Douglas Leighton and Ser-
gio Martinez came up big in
limiting the Hurricanes on
the Longhorns’ end of the
field.

Dobie’s team champion-
ship came with plenty of ac-
colades for others.

Arreguin, Anorou,
Ramirez, Leo Gallegos,
Jimenez and Balvaneda all
were awarded all-tourna-
ment nominations.

“We played solid soccer
for the most part,” Saavedra
said. “It’s the way you want
the season to start.”

Dobie girls now 2-1

The varsity girls’ team at
Dobie split a pair of games
at the Brazoswood invita-
tional and then downed Al-
vin 4-0 Jan. 12 to start 2-1
for the season.

Dobie beat Brazosport
2-1 Jan. 7 in its first game
of the season as Melisa Leal
and Karen Treto scored

goals. The team came back
Jan. 8 against area power
Katy Taylor, losing 3-0.

“We lost, but I was proud
of the way we fought hard
and gave it our all,” Dobie
head coach Kersten Mullan
said.

Dobie’s third game of
the tournament was can-
celled. Against Alvin Jan.
12, things simply clicked in
a 4-0 victory.

It’s early, but Mullan is
banking on a pew of her
preseason adjustments to
pan out.

Dobie has 11 seniors,
each a part of Mullan’s first
class of players when she
arrived at Dobie four years
ago.

“If we are going to have a
magical year here at Dobie,
this is the year it’s going to
happen,” Mullan said.

Brook girls sweep

First-year head coach

Jeff Brewer could not have

asked for anything more
from his Lady Wolverines
as the team swept three
games at the Lady High-
lander Kilt Classic in The
‘Woodlands.

Brook won its opener
over Cedar Park 2-1 (goals
were scored by Beth Strat-
ton and Hannah Briggs)
Jan. 7 and then beat Klein
2-1 in a shootout. Makenzie
Kahan scored the winner in
a shootout.

Going against highly
touted Boerne Champion
Jan. 9, the Lady Wolverines
were victorious, 1-0, on a
goal by Briggs.

CB boys play well

The Wolverines’ boys
have opened the season at
2-0-1. In the opener Jan. 7
against Galena Park, Mark
Gendi scored the lone goal
in a 1-0 win. Brook then
tied Pearland 0-0 on Jan. 8
and beat Channelview 4-0
Jan. 12.

Growth in participation has Dobie powerlifting believing, achieving

Relatively new to the
sport of powerlifting, the
Dobie High School squad
is out to make a name for
itself.

Though not recognized
by the University Interscho-
lastic League, the state’s
official governing body of
high school athletics, pow-
erlifting is gaining momen-
tum.

There still aren’t a large
number of schools tak-
ing part, but the number is
growing by the year.

Dobie got its start in
2009 as Michael McDonald
and Dorthy Tran ultimately
qualified for regionals.
This season, the program is
flourishing under the guid-
ance of coach Kenneth Fos-
ter.

This year the team is part
of the Gulf Coast Powerlift-
ing League. It is composed
of Galveston Ball, Santa Fe,
Hitchcock, Texas City and
La Marque high schools.

“Getting into this league
helps the younger kids be-
cause they will also have
a junior varsity division,
which allows more students
to be involved.”

Foster, formerly  of
Galveston Ball High School
and a first-year member of
the Dobie football staff, has
ensured that the athletes in
the program take their work
seriously.

The number of ath-
letes in the program has
risen drastically — there are
enough athletes to support
boys’ and girls’ varsity and
junior varsity squads — and
the participants are follow-
ing Foster’s lead.

After an intense three-
week boot camp, all of the
lifters entered the season
physically and mentally
prepared to be at their best.

“The boot camp is a
training program that I im-
plemented some years back
at another school,” Foster
said.

“The work we do in the
program trains the muscles
to take on the demands of
competition training and
prepares their minds to
overcome pain.”

In describing the pre-
season camp, Foster said
the Longhorns got busy
every day, stretching and
warming up for 10 to 15
minutes, then doing a rou-
tine, that included four sets
each of 100 jumping jacks,

50 push ups, 100 crunches,
100 free squats and a set of
100-yard lunges and some
other things mixed in.

After the completion of
all of that, the series would
be repeated.

“I told them if they make
it through boot camp they
would become better stu-
dent/athletes,” Foster said.
I’ve seen it happen.”

The Dobie program cur-
rently has 13 girls and 21
boys involved. The girls’
team is led by Tran along
with Christina Dorantes,
Madelyn Garcia, Brianna
Jamison and Meagan Sny-
der.

“These young ladies
have turned it up to another
level,” Foster said.

“They know my expecta-
tions are very high for them.
They’ve worked extremely
hard and also spent time
helping the new lifters get
into the routine.

“The ladies’ competition
will be pretty exciting this
year. I feel our ladies will
do a great job.”

The boys’ group consists
of returners such as McDon-
ald, Ashante Joseph, Justin
Rice and Charles Tisby,
all of whom played on the

varsity football team during
the 2009 season.

Each of the four per-
formed exceptionally well
at the season-opening meet
at Chavez High School.

“These young men are
taking it beyond another
level,” Foster said.

“Coming out of foot-
ball, going into boot camp
and now competition lift-
ing shows they are focused,
dedicated and wanting to
achieve their goals.”

The rest of the other
young men are working
very hard and putting in the
extra time needed to be at
their best.”

“The team’s motto, sten-
ciled to each athlete’s com-
petition T-shirt, is that they
will “Believe and Achieve,”
Foster’s creation.

“That motto is some-
thing I've always tried to
instill in the athletes I've
coached over the years,”
Foster said.

“Knowing that in an ath-
letic competition, and in
the classroom, things can
get very hard and tough,
you have to believe you can
achieve the goal and come
out victorious.

“We are expecting big

things from the lifters who
competed last season, when
they walk out on that plat-
form, I want them to think
‘Believe it and will Achieve
it’”

Foster is hopeful of get-
ting some of the area’s
younger students at Thomp-
son and Beverly Hills in-
volved on some level.

“One thing I would like
todois have an intermediate
school powerlifting clinic
for our feeder schools,” he
said.

“The purpose, of course,
is to introduce the sport to
the younger kids so that
when they arrive at Dobie
they know about it and per-
haps want to get involved.”

The powerlifting pro-
gram is only in its infancy
at Dobie, but Foster and
many of his athletes are lay-
ing the foundation for what
could become something
very special in a short pe-
riod of time.

“These young men and
women are working hard
and giving us everything
they have,” Foster said.

“They are building great
values for themselves while
representing Dobie High
School.”
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Sophomore Meagan Snyder, who finished third in her weight class in the sea-
son-opening meet at Chavez, is one of the many promising female powerlifters

in the Dobie program.

The Dobie powerlifting team includes important returnees including, left to Justin Rice (above), a junior at Dobie, is looking to qualify for regionals this
right, (front row) Michael McDonald, Ashante Joseph, Justin Rice, (back row) season in the 242-pound division. He placed second in the division behind team-

Megan Snyder, Dorthy Tran and Madelyn Garcia.

mate Charles Tisby in the season’s first meet.

Submitted photos



